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THE TWADDLE ABOUT PRICES.

There s amusement In Congress,
The calamity of high prices s under
debate In that body., A few years
&go it was the calamity of low prices
that worrled the minority members.
Now it is the calamity of high prices
that worries them. They have now
the same job lot of Indlgnmant &lo-
quence against hlgh pricea draw
from for dally use that they had then
for use agalnst low prices: and “the
maladministration of the Republican
party"'—aa Fitagerald, of New York,
one of Tammany's men, expresses it
Is the cause now of the disorder, as it

to

was then The same cruse, it seems,
produces the most opposite effects,
Of course, all Intelligent porsons

know that economic conditions are in
perpetual flux; certainly never station.
ary guring long perlods.  “The human
slement™ in these movements Is the
chief cause of the fluctuations, For the
human view of things never can be
fixed or statlonuary; and changing atti-
tudeés of mind from one time to anotiver
are the maln causge of changing condt-
tlon= In economlic lifa, Rize and fall of
prices is produced legitimately, In
some degree, by less or greater supply,
but the maln cause of rise or fall of
prices on a great scale is the move-
ment of what men call the speculative
spirit, which Is subje¢t to periods of
elation and depresslon, and like the
vialor of Bob Acres, “"comes and goea.™

There ls equal abundance of food,
clothing and all necessarics of life
now, wheén prices are high, as some
yvears ago, when prices were low., The
causes of the change are very complex,
and opinions about the Ccauses, one
way or another, are of exceedingiy
small value. The fagt is, the human
spirit Is unfothomable. It is, hgwever,
easier to discover why prices wera
abnormally low fifteen years ago than
why they are unusually high now;
for eredit was destroved by the silvar
agitation fifteen vears ago, and most
businesa isa done on credit; and since
eredit pnd money must be interchange-
able, the stock of money was as small
as credit was low. Hence prices were
low. But now cradit is fully estab-
lished, on the gold standard; there is
Inereasing supply of gold: money is
seceking Investment and turning to new
enterprises; roeal eostate Is rising high
in values, and there is & general move-
ment forward in an Immense number
and varlety of industries. Prosperity
brings high prices: vet prosperity itself
is largely -a product of the forces of
human imagination.

But who would prefer an ere of low
prices to an era of high priot Would
you rather have the conditions of the
present time, with wheat at $1.15 to
$1.20, or those of =ome yearas ago,
sWhen wheat sold at 30 cents a hushel,
with gorresponding depression of
everything else? The consumers
then, in truth, had the advantage of
Jow prices, but nothing to buy with;
for nefither work nor wages nor credit

was to be had, nor sale for réeal estate

or anything else. The consumer, out
of luck, hand to pinch and sorateh to
live, guite as much as the producer,
or more. Even consumers, If they
will reflect, will hardly want such era
of low prices agsain,

PaRrtissn speeches
high prices are but prabably
as harmless a way of spending its time
a2 *hat body is ilkely to employ. If
arices weoere low, arclamation would
launch Its thunderbolte as flercely
against low prices: Perhaps as little

in
useless,

Congress on

mischlef as Congrese can do 2 o
spend its daye In twaddle of thls de-
scription,

APPLES IN THE HOME MARKET.
The farmers of Enstern Multnomah
have begun In earnest the task of rid-

ding thefr orchard trees of San Josa
scale und other pests that In late
years have fastened upon them uand

rendered thelr frult unsightly and not
up to the standard established by com-
mereinl orchardists, though much of it
Is of good size and fine coloring. To
this end they are spraying and prun-
Ing thelr trees and destroying those
that are hopelessiy diseased. This
meansa that the criticlsm applied to
the apples and Pears that were shown
at the Grangers' Iair at Gresham last

Fall will not follow the exhibit to be
made at the same place the coming
Fall.

There Is no finer orchiard land ln the
state (which (s payving that there is
none anywhere) than s found In the
foothills and wvalleys of Muitnomah
snd Clackamas Counties. All that s
necessary to produce shipping fruit
and show fruit and frult for the local
market that will stand the most cfitic
cal test, is the applcation of modern
methods, Intelligently, Industriously
and untiringly to the frult induastry,

What & wanted In this market in
the way of apples & cleun, shapely,
medivm-sized fruit that will net the
Erower $1 a box.. We want -some
show boxes, of course, enough to sup-

ply men of families who are able
to pay f[ancy prices. But for the
Anboring people and those of small

mesans an abundance of good apples
at a reasonable price Is required.
Farmers of Eastern Multnomah and

Northeastern Clackemas are giving
such attentlon to their orchards as
will insure this result. There need

be no fear of overproduction as= long
ns there s & multitude of thrifty
working men who are able and awitl-
ing to pay 51 or $1.50 a box for ap-
ples for famlly consumption, yet who
¢hannot find a supply for this modest
demand in the home market. If that
is not the caso now. it will bo & month
hence. There is practically an apple
famine in évery working man's home

of March anf continuing through the-1
time known to perplexed housewives
a2 the period “betweaen  hay anid
Erass"" that Is untfl home-grown
strawherrles and gooseberries are In
the market. Yet at this time many
of the standard wvarleties of Winter
apples are at their -best.

The man who grows apples for this
time of the yvear has no need to fear
the bogie of overproduction. Every-
body likes apples—oooked or un-
cooked—and every one will eat them
during the time mentioned if they can
be had In full supply at moderate
prices,

TAFT A PEACE-MAKER.

President Taft Is a good Peacc-
maker, That is, he s keeping down:
the row baetween “the regulars'” and
“the insurgenis.’”” . Hla message on
“conservation’ awas =0 drawn as not
to contnin radical suggestion either
way. It was a study for compromise
betweesn extremes. The Preaident
soothes the Insurgenta by causing it o
bhe known that he has no Intantion of
giving ald to Cannon In the contro-
versy over the rules of the House.
Certalnly it Is not the President’s busi-
ness to take part In that affair,

There ix no Httle Insurgenay which
has no definite obleot. Some men want
to be heard, and to "kick up a fuss"
seoma to them the readiest way.
Others merely wish to find a yvent for
their spleeny There is always a class
of men unwilling to follow In old ways,
however approved, and start opposi-
tion, because thelr nature requires
this sort of exerclse. The rules of
the House are not likely to be greatly
changed—aeven If the Democrats carry
the House next tlme, as very probably
they will. Seven times in succession.
the Republicans have c¢lected a ma-
jority of the Represeniatives. Such
continuous success for a single party is

oné of the mdst surprising things n
our political history. .
There wlll be much Iindifference

among électors this year—more prob.-
ablly among Republicans than Demo-
crats; ‘and it will be a8 wonder if-the
Republicans do not lose the House.

CHARTER CHANGES NEEDED.

After Tiiinking over the water-mzain
trouble in Portiand, a lot of persons
whao disagreed svith Mayor Simon's
diagnosis are coming round to see that
that oficlal was right in declaring new
laws necessary. Present laws make
now malns too costly and tardy and
delay needed strest pavements, More-
over, they work Injustice bevween con-
sumers and landowners.

The Oregonian belleves with Mayor
Simon that the charter should be
amended and that unless changes shall
be anade in the: charter the public will.
be highly dissatisfied with results. But
it ought not to be necessary for things
to continue as they are, to vindicate
the coprectness of the Mayor's judg-
meant,

The next regular ¢lection for rem-
edyfeg defecta in the cliy’s laws will
be held this coming November. There
will be abundant time to consider fully
the changes that will be ‘advisable.
The . subject requlres Inqulry in ‘other
citles, preliminary to adoption of
measures best sulted to local needs.
The Mayor and the Council Have
evinced a desire to submit a plam ac-
ceptable to the publie, and will be
lookad to for preparation of sultable.
charter amendments.

CINCINNATIS BILLBOARDS,
The Hon. John W, Peck, of Cinclu-,

nati, in closing a discussion of the bilf-
board nuisance in - *'The - Americamn
City,” for January, sayv=s confidently
that “there will be a dey when the
Public will look back upeon the bill-
board nuisance as a curiosity-of the

past.” No foubt his words are pro-
phetie, but the day of their fuifillment
will be & long time coming unless pec-
ple whd care for the welfare of the
clties where they dwell Youse them-
gélves to vigorous and intelligent ac-
tivity agalnst this most Impudent of
all offenses agalnst good laste and
sound morality. It I8 6f no particu-
lar use to sit on a =ofa In the draw-
Ing-room 'and rall at billboards. Like
eyvery other evil, they wlill hold their
own until they are brought to termasa
by a power superior to the one that
profits by them Such a power ls in-
telligent publle opinion acting through
the law.

Mr. Peck's article is chiefly Interesat-

ing for the discussion it contalns of
the new ordinaneds which Cincinnatl
has enacted to regulate hillboards,

There are six of them and he concludes
after careful conslderation that all but
one are certainly constitutional. The
doubtful ordinance forbids blilboards
toe be placed within fiTteen feet of the
street line or in front of the line of
adjacent bulidings, Since this regula-
tion does not obviouzly safeguard the
public health, safety or morals, Mr.
Peck rather suspects that the courts
may not uphold It Mere offenses
against good taste are probably not
within the scope of the pPolice power
of a ¢ity. De minimis non curat lex.
The Constitution properly enough sets
dollars above beauty. The City of
Cincinnati has astutely placed each
sepurato blilboard regulation in an or-
dinance by itself, =o that If any one
of the six turns out to be unconsti-
tutlonal, the others need not be in-
volved In Its doom. Of the five which
Mr. Peck belleves unquestionaly safe,
the first lays down that biliboards
within the fire limits must be of
metal. The reason Is obvious. It is
folly to proscribe wooden bulldings
and al the same time permit long ar-
riays of inflammable billboards to stand
wherever anyvbody chooses to erect
them. They are more dangerous than
mogt wooden siructures, because they
furnish retreats where hobos and Bad
boyvs loaf and bulld fires. The second
and third ordinances limit the height
of biliboards to twelve feet, requlre
two foet of open spiace below them and
two feet clear between any pair, while
the fourth requires six feet between
the end of the board and the line of
the lot. The helght 1imit of twelve
feet has been sustained by the New
York courts. It allows syfficlent area
to advertise any ordinary article, while
it does not entirely hide the landscape
from the wayfarer unless he stands
neéar the biltboard, which is something
thal nobody who cares for landscapes
would ever do.

One of the most irritating devices
connected with the nuisance s a tall
and ugly figure of somé sort towering
far above the general line. Some peo-
ple are always tempted to throw dyna-
mite bombs at these horrors though,
of course, they never do it. Their
possihle recourse, If they have to pass
ons of them every day, ia to commit
suiclde. For the benefit of the courts,”
which care little iow things Iook, Mr.
Peck adds the clincher that towering

‘beginning from the first to the middle |

| billboards are dangerous {o passers-by

in hard winds, Happlly, Cincinnatl
is 8 windy c¢ity, 2o that this conslder-
datlon will not smack too much of
ideallsm. The spacé under tha bll-
boards and between them enables ths
palice to s=ee what iz going on in the

vacant lots which they border. It 1s
obviously a neceasary precaution
against immoral conduct. The open

space at the end permits an officer 1o
viait at his ease the hobos who may
have congregated behind the bill-
"board. Without it the Iinspection
might require a ladder and more or
less delay In emergencies,

Finally, no licentlous or ohscene
matter and no criminal act may ba
deplcted on the billboards in Clncin-
natl. In fact, nothing may be exposed
upon them until it has bean submitted
to the BSuperintendent of Pollce and
llcensed by him. When we add that
billboards are excluded from the im-
mediate vicinfty of parks, squares and
public buildings, it becomes apparent
that Cincilnnatl has grappled earnest.
ity with the nulsance and is In a falr
way to abate it. The prime mover in
the good work ia the Business Men's
Club, in which Mr. Peck = chalrman
of the legislative commlitiee. Evident-
Iy Cinelnnat! has evolved to the stage
where her men of affalrs perceive the
economic value of decency, But after
all that the laww can do has beén done,
the billboards will continue as an eye-
sore and a public scandal. The only
way to be rid of them for good and all
1s to create a sentiment that will make
them unprofitahle. A day ‘will come
sooner or later when offensive adver-
tisament of an article will injure its
aale, In that blest time there will be
no more billboards.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS,

Exports of agricultural products
from the United States during the last
ten years, according to the Bureau af
Statistics, reached the prodigious total
of $9,000,000,000 (nine thousand mil-
lions, or nina billlong of dolars), Cot-
ton was the largest item In the group;
breadstuffs next; meat and dairy prod-
uets third.

Our exports of cotton steadlly in-
crease. In 1909 they reached the great
total of $417,000,000. There is de-
cline, however, in our exportation of
most kinds of foodstuffs—due to In-
creasing consumption at home. The
marked Increases in agricultural ex-
porta,~comparing 1909 with 1§99,—
were In these {tems:

Increase

Exportad 1600, over [5G0

Cotlon ... ,.‘s’nr.mo.m:u $207,000,000
il cnkn n id o

cake meal ...... 26,000,000 11,000,000

Cottonmesd ofl..... 21,000,000 0,000,000

Frults and nuts 17, 4M), (00 900G, GO0

Leatf tobacco J1,000, 00 3.500,000

We exported during ten years cotton
valued at $3,651,000,000. Cotton still
retains somethilng of the dlgnlty that
doth hedge a kKing.

Tt l& shown that American wheat
and flour go c¢chiefly to Europe, Great
Britain taking more than & third of
each, while large quantities of flour go
to Cuba and the other West Indles,
Central America, Brazil, Japan and the
Phllippines. For American corn Great
Britain is the largest purchaser, buy-
ing an amount equal to that bought by
the Netherlands, Germany and Canada
combined. American mesats, while
wldely distributed, says the bureau,
find their largest direct market in
Great Britain, svhich country took n
1909 nine-tenths of the beef, over one-
half of the tallow, 85 per cent of the
‘bacon and hams, and nearly 20 per
cent of the lard, for which latter arti-
cle Germany fiso affords a large mear-
ket. Value of tobacoo exported in 1909
was $31,000,000, of which Eurepe took
over B0 per cent.

Of foodstuffs, our exports will stead-
ily diminish with the roll of the vears,

—though our prodfiction will as
steadlly and even more rapidly in-
creiase. Home consumption will take

up the surplus, till, within the Hfetime
of many who read the reports of the
present day, we ahall. have no food-
stuffs for eéxport. James J. Hill pre-
dicts that our next generation will be
lmporters of wheat and flour. But
cotton will hold out, and again doubla
up., as our chief agricultural product
for export.

GAMBLING AND SPECULATING.
The Farmers’ Educational and Co-
operative Unlon, in session at Walla
Walla, adopted a resclution protesting

| against “gambiilng in grain by milling

and elevator interests’” It is regret-
table that the Farmers’ Unlon Is not
more specific In its protest. If the
resolution Is almed at the milling and
elevator interests of the Paclfic North-
west, It 18 hardly warranted by the
facts. Considering the vast sums of
money required to handle it, no other
business ever followed on the Pacifie
Coast has been so productive of finan-

cial  di=saster as the graln business,
This is due to the Iimpossibllity of
ellminating the element of “chance™

which iz always present,
must he accepted and consldered by
the most conservative of grain anad
mllling Interests.

Yet it is hardly falr to these in-
terests, that are forced to take long
chances In order to move the crap, to
accuse them of gambling, even thongh
ths extreme hazard may approach very
clnse to what Is known as gambling,
The advent of the tramp steamer in
the past few years has lessaned the
“chance™ which the grain dealers
were formeriy oblged tg take In order
to handle the ¢rop, but the Pacific
Northwest is s\lll too far from the
world's markets to enahble the process
of chartering a ship, buying the cargo,
floating it and selling it, to be anything
ather than a highly speculative tran-
saction. Almost since the inceptibn of
tHe business, the exporter has been
obliged to charjer 10nnage long befora
the dimensions f the crop ts ba
hardled cbuld even be approximately
gauged., L

Viewed ., from dne standpoint, it
might be sild that, by chartering these
ships the exporter wans gambling that
the orop would be. large enough to' 11l
thm:n. As a matier of faet, ha was
merely making an effort to provide
tonnage which, in all probability,
would be needed to prevent a conges-
tion when the wheat was ready for
market. Until we reach that stage of
internal development when there will
be no surplus of grain for export, the
great bullk of this surplus must move in
the four or flve months prior to Febrii-
ary 1. 1Itis during that period that the
supplies of our competitors run down
to low ebb; but with the new vyear
come supplies from Australin and the
Argentine and a lessening damand for
American graln. These things force
the American graln merchant to
handle an immense business in a short
space of time, and to'do this it {s im-
pos=sible to eliminate a highly specnla-
tive element.

It 1s questionable, however, whether
the grain dealer who charters a ship
and buys a cargo for delivery or sale

and which

ninety days hence is nn;‘more of a
gambler than the farmer who deciines
$1 per bushel for his wheat, because
he expects to sell It ninety days hence
at & muach higher figure. Beoth are
“taking a chance™ that wheat will be
higher ninety days hence, and the
farmer, with danger Trom fire, rais
agd other destructive agencles, I8 tak-
ing more of a chance than the ex-
porter,

PROBLEMS IN CONSERVATION.

When this eountry enters thoroughly
into the conzeryation business, it will
not stop at keeping settlers out of
the public domaln, nor al preserving
vast regions, now wilderness, agalnst
present use, as they gay, for posEterity.
The country will lpok to more frultful
méethods of conserving energéis even
than those. Tt will try to save the 835
per cent waste of fuel that now con-
sumes the coal and Arewood store of
the Nation with startling rapidity. It
“vill seek to avall itself of the vast un.
used energy of tides and waves and
winds. The heat of the sun, which i3
the source of most terrestrial vigor,
may be made avaliable for men's worle
through sun-engines.
ean fires that belch forth terrific power
in wolecanoes may be harnessed for
simllar purposes, So also with the
minlature volcanoes in geysers. Per-
haps we may gather a carload of ra-
dium, svhich, as Thomas A. Bdison
telle us In the Independent, "would
have as much energy as‘ail the mil-
lions of tons of coal mined in the
United States In ‘& year)" and wonid
last, perhaps, thousands of vears.

If men are u=ing up the latent en-
ergles of coal and timber at rapid rate
in these progresslve times, there are
many other sources of heat and power,
some of them even more abundant.
This does not mean that men should
consume or waste the resources thay
are now drawing upon to perform
thelr drudgery and give them comfort,
but It does mean that alarmists who
try to scare the Natlon's lawmakers
into enacting laws that will greatly
curtall Western settlement and growth
are: looking only & short disfance
ahead. As to wastefulness of today's
methods of combustion, JMr. Edison
EAYS:

Among the many problems which
solution in the future, ons of the
portant is to get the full value out of fuel.
The wanefalness of our present methods
of combustion Is treimmendons A pound of
onal has enough cnergy in It to carry iiself
around the world Wa are only ahie to
extrnct a smnall fraction of its heat and
power: the greater part goes (o waste. Our
bhost steam engines use about 15 per cent
of the energy of the conl they econsume

With gas engines probably 20 to 25 per
cent of the anargy is utilized.

More wonderful feats
achieved by humean
that of saving fuel that wastes In
emoke and heai radlation. Greater
triumphs have been accomplished by
the human Inteliect than invention of
methoia for ntilizing encrgies of tides,
winds and sunshine. Yet grand possi-
bilitles await solution of these latter
problems of conservaton. Sclentists
and inventors., rather than agitators
and statesmen, are destined to be the
world’s besat conservatlonists.

nwalt
moet {m-

have been
ingenuity than

Formal announcement has been
made of the engagement of Miss Mar-
jorie Gould to Anthony J, Drexel. As
Mr. Drexel is an American who has
never been Implicated In the kind of
dirty scandals which have character-
ized most of the Gould marriages,
George ‘Gould, fatheér of the voung
lady, should be cangratulated on the
young Iady's cholce. Mr. Drexel has
never done anything more important
than to Inherit a fine old name and
quite a few millions, but he s so far
ahead of any of the heiress-hunting
forelgners with wwhom Mias Gould's
name has been connected that the
match will probably be considered a
good omne,

The Christy divorce cage has at last
drifted Into that class of domestic dis-
cords that haye made the affairs of the
yellow rich of Plttshurg and New York
such salacious eveniz. King “Booze,”
as usual, seems to have been the prin-
cipal factor In bringing about the
trouble. First, Mr. Christy found it
necessary to sustain his artistic tem-
perament by the frequent use of spir-
ituous liquor. Later in the game Mrs.
Christy adopted the same tactics, and,
according to the testimmony now being
presented, engaged the services of a
chauffeur to ald her in decreasing the
avallable supply of ‘the stuff that
dreams and divoyces are made of.

President honts, of the New York
Interborough ' Metropolitan Company,
is a brave man, 'for he attempted to
travel in one of his own subway cars,

while the rush hours were om. It is
pleasing to note that ‘“after being
crushed, battered and squeezed and

carriod two stations beyvond his home
station, Mr. Shonts denounced eon-
ditions as outrageous, and character-
ized his experience as “fierce

Streetcar magnates should stiek to
thelr automoblles. i

Mrz, Julia Frances Corbett, wldow
of Elijah Corbett, whose passing, at
her home in this city, Januunry 17, at
the age . of B0 years and 4 months, has
been recorded, was a gentlewoman in
the truest sense of that term. During
her life of nearly half a eentury in this
city she was activer in banevolence,
generous In sympathy, kindly in her
dally intercourse with others. Living
thus, she was beloved; passing, her
memory Is revered.

Coast Fork Grange, Patrons of Hus-
bandry. has Incorporated in a grave
resolution, the bellef that office-hold-
ers of the state “are becoming masters
instead of servants." Clearly our good
friends have learned from the katy-
dids the art of saying an undisputad

] thing in a very solemn way.

Artist Chrilaty was too fond of his
models and Mrs. Christy too fond of
the cup that cheers and also inebri-
ates. The firtistic temperament again.

Now a great French engineer says
the Panama Canal will be a failure,
The French, it will be remembered,
bulit the first Panama Canal.

Hardware retallers do not wish con-
sumers to buy goods at the chaapest
places. But retailers like to buy them
there.

The lesson of the Linnton S5-cont
fare squabble Is that the carline ought
not to have been bullt on the county
road.

The reformer’s motto: If you don't
know who did i, or what caused it,
blame it on Ballinger.

- ‘M¢r. Wemme nead not look far to
| find a high fiyer for his alrahip.

The subterran-~,

H: B Gr'.-th..- '!\llku He Seen 0Ob-
nincles In the Way of Any Other.
PORTLAND, Jan. 18.—(To the Editor.)
—I am firm In my bellef that the old law
for laying watéer maing should be re-
enacted, and that all mains should be
pald for out of the water fund or from
the proceeds of bonds, as outlined by T.
B. Wileax, Ih his article, ""Abtmdant Sup-
ply of Pare Water,” publlshed In the
New Year's lsaue of The Oregonlan. 1
am very sorry that our honorable Mayor
did not I+t the question go before the
people and glve us one more chance.
There are many arguments I could pro-
duces In favor of the pld system. But ic
e ueelegs, however, to say more. The
election hns been called off. Ths altua-
tion s deplorable. In your editarial of
January 17, “The Water Maln Injustice,'
vou plainiy 26t forth the injustice of ths
present law. You also propose p compro-
mise plan. But when you assert that all
lot ownera should pay equally as for a
six-inch maln and that consumers or the
city should pay whatever oxocss there
may be¢, the meaning seems somewhat
vague. Do you mean to apply the same
principls lald down Im your admirahls
editorial of December 31, 19097 “The
People's Heritage.™ If %o, then mains
already In and pald for out of the water
fund should be seiged by the proper au-
Lthoritlas, be assessed ns for a six-inch
main, and the money returneéd to the
water fund from which it was taken and
belongs. Then the Beattls plan would oe
in order. Al could begin equal, ana
this muddls would be forever setiled.
All needed mains could be lnid, and our
hard-surface pavementa sxtended. Water
ratés could be reduced ona half, and per-

heps more. If the Seattle plan will do
all this for us, it should by all means
be adopted as soon as possible.

H. B. GRANTHAM,

Lot owners in the glder parts of the
ity have amply pald for thelr mains
in high water rates throigh long period
of years. The question whether they
should he assessed for their mains now,
ax praliminary to falr adjusiment of the
water trouble, hardly bears on the prob-

lem. As a matter of Justice, suburban
speculators, distant from the heart of the
eofty, ought to pay the whole cast of pipe

extensiona to thelr tracts. Only the
physical difficulties of defining benefited
distrlets limits the practical application
of this plan, “hence the “compromise’
mentioned in Mr, Grantham's letter. The
old system of charging cost of suburban
maing to water congsumers was objection-
able and was abolished by the electorata.
The present svatem 8 unjust also and
is obstructive, besldes. Both sy&tema
have grown extremely unsatisfactory, ow-
ing to distant. suburban additions to the
eity, and the high cost of mains resulting
therefrom. If equity has not been dona
in the past, this = no reason why it
should not be done In the future.

FPROBABLE ORIGIN OF THE ESKIMO.

Feary Inclined to Belleve the Theory
of Orientnl Ancestiry.
Commander Robert E. Peary In February
Hamplon's Magazine,

The members of this little tribe inhabit-
Ing the Wastern const of Greenland from
Cape York Etal are in many\ways
gquite different from the Eskimos of Dan-
{ah Greenland, or (hose of any other Arc-
tle territory. There are now bhetween N0
and 230 in the wibe. They are savages,
but they are not suvage, they are with-
oul government, but they are not lawless:
they are utterly uneducated according to
our standard, yeot they exhlbit a remark-
able degree of Intelligence. In tempera-
ment like children, with all a child’s des
lght In little things, they are neverthe-
legs enduring as the most matured of
civilized men and women, and the bast
of them are falthful onto death. Without
religion and having no ldea of God, they
will share thelr last meal with anyone
who is hungry, while the aged and the
helpless among them are taken care of
As a mnatter of course. They are honlthy
and pure-blooded: they have no vices, no
intoxicants, mo bad habits—mot even
gambling. Altogether, they
unique upon the face  of the
friend of mine calle them

anarchists of the North.

I Have been studying the Eskimos for
18 years, and no more effactive instrument
for Arctic work could be imagined fhan
these plump, bronze-skinned, keen-eyed
and black-maned childrén of nature. Thelr
very limitations were thelr most valuable
endowments for the purposes of my work.

o

earth, A
philo=ophiec

There s s theory, first advanced by Sir
Clements Markham, president of the
Roval Geographical. Soclety of London,

that the Eskinios are the remnants of an
ancient Stherlan tribe, the Onkilon: that
the last members of this tribe were driven
out- on the Arctle Ocean by the ficrce
waves of Tartar invasion in the Middle
Ages, and that they found their way to
the New Siberian Islands, thence east-
ward over lands yet undiscoversd to Grin-
nell Land and Greenland. I am inclined
to belleve In the truth of thls theory for
the following reasons:

Some of the Hskimos are of a distinctly
Mongollan type, and they display many
Oriental characteristics, such as mimi-
cry, ingenulty, and patience In mechan-
feal duplication. There & a strong re-
semblance between thelr stone houses and
the rulny of houses found In Siberin. The
Eskimo girl brought home by Mrs. Peary,

in 1#%4, was mistaken by Chinamen for
one of thelr own people. 1t has been
suggested that thelr Invocation of the

spirits of thelr dead may be a survival
of Asiatic ancestor worghip.

Don't Blame the Hen.
New York Mall

According to the president of (he
Amerlcan Warehousemen's Association
there were 1.,500.000,000 eggs in cold
storage in the United States on the
first of last September., where they
ware held to force higher prices. In
othér words., the monopolists are re-
sponsible for a situation for which
many persons have been disposed to
blame the meek and lowly hen.

Suffering of thé Poor.

Philadelphla Inquirer, :
Seelng n tramp hurrying away from
a large house, a fellow professional
asked him what Inck he had met with.
“It aln't wort’ askln’ there, was the

reply. 1 just 'ad a peep through the
winder. It's a poverty-stricken ‘ouse,
mate. There was asechully two ladlies

playing on one planner!™

Checerful Send-off.

Boston Transcript.

The studént velunteer movement
wants mora young missionaries. Thus
early Iz heed patd to the letter of King
Bongoango to the American board:
“The last consignment of mlissionaries
you seént me were old, tough and
stringy.”

Who Getn the Benefit?
Indinnapolis-Star.
Abolishment of the daty on hides Is
followed by higher shoes. It would
be Interesting to know who gets that
elusive benerit; but at any rate the
poor consumer can prove an slibi

Seeing Their Finish.

Bbston Transcript.
Lawyéer—What I8 your occupation?
Witnoss—I'm a plano fAnisher,
Lawyer—Bes a little mora definite. Do

you pollsh them or move them?

Neat Job of Harvestlng.
Kansas City Times.
This week the harvester trust Is cut-
ting a 20-millllon-dollar melon, which
you'll have to admit i8 a very neat jJob
L_d harvesting, j

y
WA.N'I'I om wammm PLAN.

Are a people,

DIRECT PRIMARY IN FLORIDA.

Renaons of a Candidate for Withdraw-
ing From the Quest for
the Senntorship.
New York S8un.

Among thosa who advocate direct
primnaries no argumesnt s more famil-
far mnor more popular thap that which
s contained in the declaration that
the system anlists for publle service
men of a higher typa and grenter ef-
ficlency than the existing machinery.
Interesting &2 A commentary upon this
assertion Is the public statement gre-
cantly {ssusd by the Honp. W. A. Blount,
of Pensacoln, explaining his reasons for
withdrawing from the contost for
United Statez Senator in Florida. From
this document we quote the following:

I belleve that no man not herstofore hold-
Ing public office and therehy Iargely known
te ‘the public has any chanee of eleoctlon
without an extended personal canvass of the
niate, extanding am far as possible Into cach

hamlet and village. T have been making
such o canvass since the Arst of October,
noarly three months,

At some length Mr. Blount then dea-
scribes the physical dlscomfort and
actual lHlness which resulted from ihe
oxertions of his canvass. Not only, he
eonoludes, was It apparent that his

continuing in this campalgn might Im-
pair his heéalth permanently, but it was
equally evident that it might leave
him unfit to perform the duties of the
office which he mought.

The second reason for his withdrawal

. which Mr. Blount gave seems to us
aven more valuable and pertinent to
the present discuesion:

There Is anothor reanon, lexa tangible, hot
fo Mo no less real; my repugnance to tha
peraonal solicitation of votes. elither by a
diresct roquest of the voler or by an exhi-

blitian of myself to him for tha
of o taclt solicitation. I foresaw hesitancy
on. my part o do thls hut [ thought that
a short practies would make it u thing frat
ondured and then embraced, but I find the
distnelinetion growing sgreater day by doy
J course I would have strength snough Lo
endure this during a campaign oven though

sole purpose

It wera much more, onerous. but I da not
feel that the prize j& worth the constant
rolf-humilintion and the toial suhwv Tsion ..t
my habits of life and thought. Best

if 1 am.elactedy the same eourse, X

A lesser oxient, wonld have to be continued
by me to secure a re-election While thore
are other men of & different mould and
different modes of thoughts to wham poli-
tics miight be & plemsure. to me 1t would be

an unending paln.

Of Mr. Blount's qualificatlons for the
office he sought we know nothing. His
reasons for withdrawing, however,
strike us as peculiarly- uniikely to ap-
peal to a La Follette, a Stubbs, or any
other equally characteristic product of
the direct primary, Nevertheless we
vVenture to suggest that there stil]
remaing,;fa considerable olement In the
community for which they have some
Importance. If self-advertisement be
the first essentlal for successful states-
manship, Mr. Blount's withdrawal was
& thing wholly desirable. If welght at
Washington rather than noise in Flor-
lda ls desirable, however, the Incident
seems less fortunate.

“TORY"™ AND “LIBERAL"™ CATHOLICS.

Phases of the Irish Catholle Question
In Euglish Politics.

Catholic Sentinel, Portland,
One of the by-products of the politicat
fight now on In England is o little die-

agreement
country.

among the Catholics of
English Cuthollies, for the most
part, sfem to belopg 1o the Conservative
party, but there Is a large Irish Catholie
population In England and the Irish Cath-
olica have found it to thelr intereat to
support the Liberals. Ordinary polltical
differences are accentpnted in the present
contest by the education question. Tha
Tory Catholics Inulst that their pary
alone can be relled on to deal falirly with

that

the Catholle schoola and they accuse the
Irish Catholics of putting nationality he-
fore rellgion. The Irish retort that the

sitlement which their party secured from
the Liberals in 188 was approved by the

Cathollc bishops at the time and would
have proved satisfactory If the Lords had
not thrown out the edupation bill

- - -

The Cuatholie Herald,
publishes n letter
Catholle,” who savs
Hernld to quit

of Manchester,
rom *“A Disgusted
it iz time for the
calllng itself a Catholic

paper, as It 8 "a mere Irish Home Rule
back,”” which s contlnually putting its
politics Dbefore Its religion. “English
Catholics,” he save, are about tired of thia
sort of thing, and have suffered ¢énough

at the hands of the Irish emigrants In this
country who are standing In the way of
the conversion of BEngland to the faith.
and are allyhng themselves with Soclal-
ists, Hevolutionists and Radicals, to un-
dermine the constitution, to destroy the
grent safegunrd of our Cathollie schools—

the House of Lords, and to Injure the
Conservative party, to which Engillsh
Catholles belong.' -

. - -

Tory Catholics In many instances op-
pose Home HRule not only on  poiitical
grounds as Unlonisis, . but beacause they
are afrald the withdrawal of the Irish
memberas from Westminster would leave
Catholics practically without mpresents-

tion in the British Parliament. They rec-
ognize the fact that since the time of
O'Connell the Irish representatives in the
Commons have been a strong arm of de-
fense for English Cetholle interests,

Dnuger of Vegetarianism., -
Puck.

The subject of economlos Is an Intri-
cate one A case In point: Hitherto
we hov afalways looked upon vegeia-
rinntsm as Iying almost wholly within
the realm of hygléne and dieteties, So
far as the rest of us are concerned, wae
have consldered vegotarlans as harm-
lesa. If they wilshed to forego the de-
Hghts of a luscious plece of porterhouse,
why, naturally, that was their business,

We lave been egreglously In error,
It has beéen discoveread that vegeiavi-
ans are & serious mennce to the peace
and prosperity of modern soclety,

This |5 the way: By abstalning from
meat, not only do they Injure the meat
business directly, but by thus diminish-
lng the incentive for killing cattle the
cost of producing hides has Increased,
and the disaster ultimately comes home

to us- all in the shape of enhanced
shoe bills.
Thus we may see how inestricably

bound up togethér are the stomach and
the pedal extremities, and it may be-
come Tnecessary to legisinte agalnst
vagetarianism 1o keep the whole world
from getting cold feetl

Matherly Encourngement,
Chicago Record-Herald.
“Mothor,” she sald, with a little catch
in her voice, “I'm beginning to be al-
most afrald the Count wants me only
becadne he thinks he can get a lot of
father's monéy with me*
“My dear child, don'y worry about
that. Your pa s enough of a business

mien to get him at the lowest possibie
fizure, and toe title will bBe Just as
much yours If he marries you for

monay a5 It would bae If he toak you
because he worsahiped the ground you
walked on.”

The Cunfession,

Chicago Evening Powst,
Wy rr\iirl “I mrike him—he¢ who was my
riend T
Why did I grapple with bim there, amd bepd

Him back and back and back yntil His twist-

od #pine

Gave curdling wrenches “"neath that grip of
minaT

Ah, Hsten, 1 was ahoveling the ssow

That blocks my sldewnlk, whete 1he (wo-
ple go

TUpon uu—:r several ways My hands were

sl
My

tm were chilled, my shoss had tried to
tusld

A stiovelful of spow—And he came by

And stopped. .and fixed me With hlu boam-
ing eye

And om’:‘\ed on mée with this sort 6f talk:

‘““What ars you Jdolng—shovellng off your
walk "
The Only One.
Kansap Oty Journal,
I gwe=s that Adam, lw:k:r wight,
vas nover barried

About the Petier mean Bveo might

SHIPF SUBSIDY IN DISTRESS.

Bill May Encounter Heavy Wenther In
Congress,

Washington Corry sponde

rice

Ship
forcod
route
oponod
nounced that wll
removed from its
dent would Insist u
that a comfortable
sured in both

Representative
ingtion emerged
one day and
measure he ha
tha approval of
confidently prediote
slonal action

But these rosente o
dispeiled by th
ation. Tho ship

subsldy
to take
in Congress
i ad v o

parious state, Ths ‘ dors BV
announced that they will not s=alin
place thamselves n I «
prssing a hill wh W woted
by the House
bean counting L in @
Insurgency ag 3 i i
strong to bhe t

. . .

What to, do 1o save this doecas  of
special interest legisiati 14
a liard not to crack T I Ey
expect (1s supportaers to a
to. tricky and de ous i s ]
even their observancs t n
fallure.

There was a it 11 »
commlittes on nikrine ]
filaheries this mo 1 it ¥
ing. The #pecter of LU 2
over the session and paisl s
of those who werp prepare i
A trick. Its potenecy will zed
when the makeup of the cor 5
coneldered.

For the express purpose of n
prompt rveéport made upon 3 idy
bitl, Speaker Cannon, wWhen he for a
the committes last "
men whose constitu
pected to approv B {
the publie t for the .
few shipbullders and financla railroa
and other [nterests

The =mole mambet of e
wing of the co ittae ng
the subsidy is Represen
of Chitago, Ha I8 fTormul
of attack which promi: to 1
a sharp thorne of antugonisny

- - -

At the meeting of the comm tH-
day ship subaldy was
It was such a guiet
CAuSe one o doubt that LE
scheme was belng nursed iny
at a favorable moment.

* When
sltated
of

the meeting
thiat Repre
Washington would

portunity to “expiain™
commlitiee, probably on

ri\r,i

IT 84

If the Insurgent movement contlp-
nes, and thore In no re
It will not, Mr. Humphr

Is explination be il next

postpone his d nse ur

thing Is ausplcious.

The ship subsidy men
have too much to leszo bs
feal, especially om the eve
gresgional election. Tl
fer to put off action u
slon, when thore will by
tunity to secure the votes
who have not been re-ele
present torn state len
Republlicana recognize e 1
to ada 'rl-l- burden to t
are welghing down the

. . .
The Humphrey bill does
the subgldy for first
it doubles the compensatior
=ships of knots spead o)
ward nu,'u.'-- i
Phillippines,
asia and

Ings v

18

pan, C 10
gives a simllar

vessols of 14 knots speed operating or
the same route

Men who fiad anyilhilhg to do wit
theh Bl evidently feared the expend]
tures under {t would remch such
fnormous amount Cal
indignation, since is

that !Llnr
year shnll not exo
for foreélgn mall
The Postmuster-(
nnnual report, estimated
daerived from forelgn mall to be
b4, The expense of this sc¢rv
Kr gnted 36,080, .

tolnl expe

%

010, ITne lud
$1,127.2456
year for coe

steamships und det
act of March 3,

Thuat I8 to
of the operatio
came a law, the Ge
out more than 33
ships, the addition

of which

chant marine Is it 1
length By the su ¥ ‘.;i...l
to thoss now in

Yointed Purangraphs.

Chitngo News

Another thing the automablle Incks
Is horse sens

How mushy tendar love letter
sounds when read in court.

The world Is full of tainted money
but few mind the odor.

The under dog get a lot of sym-

¥y—and that's nbout al)

Trouble (= the most th te her
In the whole school of exj T

If & man doesn't gruymi om
It may be & sign he isn't there

Perhnpe it's the popularit
Iar songs that renders them unp

The man who honsts of
money to burn will scon have a
throw away

A woman doesn't object to hearing
o mon prafse another woman—If {he
other woman {8 dead,

Occazsionally &« man gots In the
ground floor onily to discover ithat the
eievator Isn't running.

If doctora ever go to
be awfully embr neEf
when they encounter the

It takes o woman with
2 310 purse with nothing
safety piln and a doze:
samples,

Pen Points.
Judge

A new club—sald
importation—has Deen
which mémbers are Knov
AS & mitter of fuet, [here
of such «<lubs In the TUni
Possibly the most famous
Sing and Joliet
It tnkes & lot

he
fout

to

of diplomac

come the effects of a womir
philosopher
on

A  cynic
marked that & sash
wng woarth two In

The Buccessful
tomorrow what
today.

Too
parlor

pitis
his c¢lient
many
with

matches are
no thought of
Value of FPuafls.
. Judge.
actress will tell you that o
newspapers ls worth two

n i

the

Any
in the
hair.

pufl
in the

Metamorphiosed.
Madeline Hridges. in Pnaok.
8he loesened down her lovely halr.—
Her hair that was her own,
And bodice, flounce, and lace
To right left were thrown,
in stmplest gown of ampla fold
She wrapped hor beauty rato—
Each joewaled trinklet cast aside,
And—ah, butl Ahe was falr!
Among the plilows of har loange
Sha lay, o rond snd rést,
Fuimr thnn ever oyes of men
Hnd seen her—at her best!

But when her mald, with timid
Brought 1n a caml of white,
Ehe o her mirror flaw and cried:

“Oh: T om mich o ht!**
And then with sormét, holt and stoelk,
And comba, am! all the mame
prinks ahe st¥ove in hama
Hitrzelf that sumoel

knock

‘Laffpum and




