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HARD CONDITIONS IN JAPANS
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Bven mors gloomy is the statement

P —————

Hochl—thus:

At np pericd In her history has the finan-
clal condiilon of Japan been »0o deprost as ic
ia ar present. Elnes tha concluston of peace
with Ruassis, five yeass age. the finances of
the Emgpire have besn golng from bad to
warse, and not a single new Industiria] en-
tarprise bas Benn started.  Moat of {he pepn-
ulation =mre g—runlng gnder tha Increassd
pricn of commpditios of Jife and are clameor-
Ing for a reduction in taxstlon. The men
of oapital kesp thelr money idle and shrink
foom. inavesting it In commercial enterprises

dld JIupan remoin o sch & siste g few

ra jomger, the faie of ths Empire s
senled -

But It i« a hopeful country; it Is

puehing hard for troade ascendency in
Corea, Manchuria and China; and its
statesmen endaavor to find encourage-
ment for thelr country by comparison
with theé exhausted conditlon of the
Britizh nation at the cloze of the Na-
poleonle wars—followed, however, by
a marveéllons growth of England's
commercinl prosperity. Continuation
of peace;, for many vears evidently is

a necessity for Japan.

THE SPECIAL MESSAGE.
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RILLBOARDS.
billbeard ordinance, in-
troduced by Councllman Eillls, might
not do everything toward ridding
Portland of the mulsance which now
defaces the clty, it might do some-
thing., It might prove 1o be the be-
ginning of beatter thingsa, Billboards
ere of doubtful nufility as advertis-
Ing nAagencies. Comparativaly fow
people notice what s printed upon
them and those who do are more
than Hkely to be disgusted. The
higeous blot upon the gcenery lends
more or less of its repulsiveness to
the article advertised and ths loss of
poasible customers must overbalance
fhe galn In the long run. Billboard
advertising {s nothing better than a
bad habit. Dealers persist in prac-
ticlng it, mot because it brings them
any particular benefil, but merely be-
cause they are scoustomed. to L
From the polnt of view of the cit-
izen and the travaler, hillhoards are
an ungualified nulsanoe, What they
nead s not s0 much regulation as
abatement, If would be a pity for
the clity to form the habit of drawing
revanue from them, since a financial
argument for retaining them would
thus arise, which might prolong thelr
undesirable existence. In the most
progressive citica of the country, ths
definite purpose In taxing billboards
is to cause thom to disappear.

While the

PFUNEK SOLDIERS.
Those New York soldiers who mu-
tinled becauss they were ordered to

march 15 miles must be beautiful
Bpocimaens of the military caste.
Doubtless their ldea of warfare ls to
&lt by a warm stove and pliay seven-
up. They would perilsh with Indiges-
tion unless they had a ten-course din-

ner &fory day and
not slesp withont
soft and pampered

naturally they can-
aither bheds. Thelr
frames could hever

endure to lle on the bare groond at
T a4 the h Highianders do.
Th * hardy heroes slecp sweetly and
drenm. bllexful dreams of home and
mother with sthing over them bt
thelr plaids w 1 the mercury Is at
2o and brush the frost erystals off
their legs In the gr dawn with no
thought that they have suffered any
hardship.

Gibbon draws a pleture of the
Roman soldier's dally routinme which
would make these New York butter
boys howl with f They had to
march all day laden th their armor,
heavy weapons, extri garments, cook-

r outfit and provisions. When night

me there was no for them un-
til they had ified camp.
Such soldicrs 1tod to
something in a a man who

utinies rather t muarch 15 miles
uid probably run away at the first

slght of the foe.

There are plenty of people who will
sel out and walk 15 miiea Just for fun.
We know swwomen who do It frequentiy
and come home blooming like the
Rase of Sharon. Away with such
puny creatures as thase mon of New
York. Are they the beat that over-
boastful stiate can produce?

THE PLACE FOR WALNIDITH

It muy be guestion her, Mr
M. A. Baker, of M e well
advised In prefer g bottomy land to
the foothills for wrlnuts, His argu-
ment iz that the tap root can pene-
trate the soll with Maore froeodom
where the formiation = aHuvial No
doubt 4his 1= often true, and since the
vigor of the wal tree  depends
greatly on the pment aof the
tap root, Mr, Baker's reasoning pos-
| sesses much 1 would be
€ y if d ellmipate the

‘lilr.‘] v of early and frosts. Mr.
Boaker s a man of tr exporie
and a trustworihy stud of con

| pander
| on the

toun during pariods

tione, but he probably errs In ascrib-
Iing the inju ich walnut
red Imst W the
> BRfer .

whi

trees suf-
cold weather.
It wins caussd

untimoly
roung wal-

nut 1 and compellad
them to waste onergy In making an
entirely new start. They grew vigor-
ously all Summer, but Fall found
them with a great length of soft, Im-
muature twigs, and the curtalled grow-
ing season did not permit them to
ripen The were then smitten by a
iccession of e frosgts In the Fall
f 1908, which quently killed the

od -down to t surface of the
ground :

Thus the mischief was done before
the extreme c¢old of the Winter of
1908-9 came We understand
that walnut plantings situated 300 or
400 feqt upward on the foothill
aped these rulnous frosts al
completely If th 1= trus, there can
hardly be tion which situa-
tion ls the better.

OF THE INDIVIDUAL.

. Coromer’'s jury
wreck on the ©. R.
was followed by the
irpe of manslaughter,

LIMITATIONS

Investigation
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Drominsnt a
matters a= it did be-
the alr brake
other safeguards were invent-
slgnal. Nnshing Its red
the engineer that ths
15 appraaching is al-
ipted by a train. but, being
auntomatic and not human, it cannot
prevent the engineer from running
past the danger signal and causing a
wreck. From s financial standpoint
the rallroad I= nlwavs the heaviest
sufferer by these disasters, and for that
nEnn alone the o t poszibhle care
oxercised ths solection of men,
It 15 o noticeabls fact, fraguently com-
mented on, that rallroad -accidents In
this country are always more numer-
of prosperits than
when business iz &t low abb. Two foo-
tors, closely relited, combine to pro-
duce this result.

With: a traffic which i= taxing the
facilitlez of the roads to -handle it
thers t¥ the increazed Habllity of moci-
denis from overworkesd -anninmmr‘
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®iso from the difficuliy in securing a
complete working force of as high =1
standard of efficlency as is possible
when emplovment {8 scarce and good
men plentiful. To this latter femture
more thin any other Is due the excel-
lent record made by the forcign rall-
roads, whera  the death rate Is g0 re-
markably low. With the knowledge

that there are hundreds of men fully

ns competent an himsslf awnlting his
position,
that extreme difficulty would be ex-
perienced in finding another position,
the forelgn rallroad engineer takes no
chances in running past signals or
disobeying.ordars,

The responsibliity of the individual
to the pablic i= no greater in the cage
af thea foreign engineer than It Is with
his American crafteman. As it affects
hle own particular welfare, however,
there Is 2 much greater incentlve for
the exercise of caution on the part of
the forelgner than Iin the cass of the
American cngineer.

The New York ‘Chamber of Com-
merce, the greatest commercial organ-
Ixation In the New World, has refused
to indorse any measures for the re-
habilitation of the American merchant
marine to which Is atiached a pro-
vislon for & ship subsidy. At the same
time the prganization adopted resolu-
tions “emphationily favoring the reha-
bilitation of the American merchant
marine.”” New York handles vastly
more business with forelgn .ports than
s handled by all other American porta
combined, and for this reason her Im-
porters and exporters may be expectad
to know swhat Is best for the encour-
agoment of trade facilities' with the
reat of the world. No small portion
the credit fdr the anti-ship subsidy
mtiment In the greatest olty In the
United ‘States 1s due to the afforts of
the New York Journal of Commerce,
which, In season and out of season, has
belabored the grafting scheme with
telllng blows, The more that Iz knewn
about the ship subsidy the less It ap-
peals to gond American cltizens,

Whit's this taik weo hear about the
decadence of English nobtlty? In the
good old days when “might made
right,”” opposition to the rullng classes
was met with real reslstance which
addad varlety to life In an era when
the noblity rode forth on Yron-
sheathed chargers to harpoon . the
enemy. Some of  this - kind of
blood must have been handed
down to Sir¥ Willlam Bull, mem-
ber of the House of Commons for
Hammersmith, a populous suburb of
London. Taking objection to some In-
terruptions made by one of the augdl-
ence while hé was dellvering a speech
Thursday, Sir William promptly
hustled down from the platform and
engaged in a stand-up fight with the
man who entered objection to his re-
marks. Preas dispatches do not state
whether it wns “win, lose or draw,'
t the Incldent certalnly proves that
o -as wall us “in days of ¢ld.' spme
“the knights are beold,” when the
common people get gay with them.
Years Eve Debauch™
noted In nearly all our citles, Is o sub-
Jeet of mevere anlmadversion by the
press of the United States,. The Ore-
gonian now and hereby glves notlee
that I the llke shall again occur In
Portland the men and women claim-
ing respectability may expect to see
a full account of “the proceesdings" at

of

“The New

all the wvarious grill and banquet-
rooms of Po . with espercial at-
tention to the names of the women
and of thelr hbehavior. The press of
the country can break thiz up and
etop the disgrac and It must and
wiill. At proper time, lest this be
forgotien, The Oregonian will give

further notice.

There's a lot of buncombe In this of-

ficlal inspection of milk business and
each of the horde of officials smirks
about it. Meanwhile the fond parent
who wishes pare milk for a ohlld will

1=e diligencoe according to the measure
of his fndustry sand common sense,
without rtegard for Iinspectors and
tbheir deputies.

County, ht-ntu-_k}.
legal execution in

Grant

first

had (ts
Afty years yes-

terday—a negro hanged for criminal
nssanlt on a white woman In Novem-
ber. But to do so the Clreult Judge
hnd to make a bargain with a mob
| that justice would be speady in action.
It was.

A soft answer turneth AWay
wrath.” sald President Taft in his
Balt Lake sermon last BSeptember,
whon trying to paclfy the Ballinger-
Finchot row, and he should have
added "“"but rievous words stir up

|
|
|
|

anger.

Any pension plan for Government
employes will have Its disadwantages
and objectionahble features. The hest
plan of all embraeces life iInsurgance and
the savings bank, with a liftle Invest-
ment In: innd.

Eastern folk think of taking
under actual settlement laws,
there |s only one way—that of grub-
bing stumps and planting crops. A
non-resident proprietor ought to have
no olajm.

Y hen
up land

Is the whole Unlted States to take
toll on the streame and jands and for-
ests and minerals of the West? That
was one of the mistaken “conserva-
tlon™ ldeas of Mr. Pinchot.

The Kansas minlster on trial for ab-
ducting a 16-year-oldl girl says she
tempted him. The rascally reverend
must be a descandant of Adam In the
direct line.

Zelayn lmagines somehody has been

trying to assassinate him. He thhmks
himself a blg man and one of the

waorldia foremost rulers.

There is prospect of & Methuselahtic
Marathon, for a 79-vear-old sprinter
in Eureks, Cal.,, has challeng=ad Wes-
ton, the podestrian.

The cold weather wouldn't have
have been so keen {f the plumbera’
billg and those of Santa Claus had not
come in together.

The Eastern {dea of fine weather has
prevalled this Winter in Oregon long
enough. The right iea iz now baek

-

Eastorn quotations on hogs are
crowding the Portland figure, and this
Is mot much of a hog country. I\ot
yet,

Mr. Taft in still Presidant, az Mr,
FPinchot [ound ot J

and the further knnw]e{'fgo]

| WHERE TO LOOK FOR THE coMsT
‘Now South of ihe Zenith, Soom Near

Piane: Mars,

FOREST GROVE, Or.. Jan. 7.—{(To the
Editor.)—In The Oregominn thers ap-
peared recenmtly a dlspatoch from Now
York 1o the effect that Halley's cgmor-
whas visible., It was stated that, “Pro-
fessor Eustman of -Columbia University
has boen studying the comet without the
usa of a telencope. It is in the mortheast,
20 degrees in length. For two weeks It
will be visible and will be platnly wmcen
for several nights.""

There I8 corteinly some mistake about
this, Perhaps somo other body than Hal-
ley's comel lu refoerred to fn the dispateh
from New York,

While it Is true that the path of the
comet cannot be predicted with ths same
degroo of certalnty as com that of the
moon or the plansts, for example; and
ita ephemearisr as figursd out by one ob-
server doss not exactly coincilde with that
made by another, yet the variance amasag f
astronomers of note Is now wvery altght. |

The Bev. FPather G. M. Searle, of New
York, s a recognized authority ameng
these obs6rvers. He hag recently re-
ported that the comet wss seen  on
Christmas nlght with a six-lnch tolescopas
and that very soon an observer with a
four-inch gless and good eyes would bes
able to make It out. It s, of course,
slowly brightening, but Fathor Searle ex-
pressos the opinion tant the comet will
not ba vislble to the naked eye for some
weoks yet, perhaps not till after it has

passod the eun about the middie of
March.
Its position now I high up in the

heavens, a lttle south of the zenith at
3 o'clock. It ia moving towards tho west,
and about January 16 will pass very close
to the planet Mnrs, which may be readily
recogniznd by ita red calor. It should
be looked for there by mnvone poswes
A small talescope. W. N. FERRIN.

- S
LIST OF UNDESIRATLE JURYMEN.

Recommendations of Jury Commiasioner
of Chlieago Approved by Court.

8t. Paul Plonser Press,
It is somewhat surprising to find good

coming out of Chieago, but the Jury
Comminsionar of that city r ontly o

dected tg the drawing of certaln oclusscs
of citizens for jury duty, and his objec-

tions to them were approved by the court.
The original list prepared by the Com-
missioner s as follows:

2 because (.!H"} have no fixed abode,

s and forelgn tnl'u!n. hechuse, a8

a rule, ot of sufficient education,
7 Bollermakers, heoauss of defective hobsr-
ng

Saloonkespers nund bartendery, becagse of
thelr accupation

Train despatchers and tower signal men,
beonuse they arp dolng & greater service =t
thelr regul ywition

Meadical 3¢ ﬂ“n‘uog!un‘ studentm, because
they ar exempt

Peddiors, Junic dealera and poavengers for

obvious repsons

The Commissloner also sought to ex-
clude all thoso persons who n pursuit of
thalr Jdally tasks habitually accept tipa.®
Thils li=t would exclude wiiters, porters,
barbers, cabmen and the llke, but the
court decided that the objfetion of the
Commissioner wns not sound In  such
cases, and refused to- bar men of that
clnms from Jury service, The st finally
barred, howeover, is worthy of considera-
tloan by courts In all parts of the coun-
try. Most of the troubles arising from
the operution of our system of judicial
procedure in trinl ca=es are based on the
Jury sywstem and the difficulty, nmounting
at times to an apparent lmplwmluny, of
seouring competent mon for Jury service.
Certalnly there wounld be less of ltl-'larn «
court findings If the Jury system w
put on a higher plane than at present,

P ERY rhl AR,
Hindering Religions Progress,
Churchman,

Now that the church has simost emnn-
cipated fjtwelf from the dead hand ;-.f
reformation art and roformation the
0%) . there Freems to De no reason why 1"-
principles of public worship should be tie
down to the eals of the 16th or the 17t
century. Yet undoubtedly there i a moass
of ressonable and unrepsonable anthgo-
nism to change to b overcome whoern the
public worahlp of the church is copcerned.
Denominationmtiism hy Itself s nn obs
cle that sthnds In the way of gen=
and needed Improvements in ritdal, as in
s many other phases of ecclesiastical
life. Churchmen disllke some things be-
cause they are practioed by Roman Cutlh.
#, and they dlalike other things be-
cnuse they nre practired by various Pro-
testant bodles. The resdlt 8 o loss of
valuable spiritunl experience. and, what
i8 more, & practical hindrance to mis-
glonary expnnsion, both at home and
abroad.

in

A Heprescatative Paper.

California (Los Angeles) Cultivator.
One of the up-to-date papers which
come to our desk 1 santing the

gEreat producing Interesis is the Weskly
Oregonian published In Portland. Whila
it Is & newnpaper. It gives pasfticular
dilention to the farm interests of that
stte. The f(ssua of December 16
talns a most complete review
dresses made at ths annunl
tha Oregon Dalry Assoclation, miso
of addressss made at meeting of
the Stute Horticultural Soclety held In
Portland on December § and 8. The
extendead guotations from these ad-
dregses, together with otier fuarm news,
are most oreditable.

o -
af ad-
esting of |

Thnckeray's Dislike of Flattery,
Wenstminster Gazette.

The Hon. 8ir K. chandos Lelgh sevs
“I knew Thackeray prelty well. Thaok-
TRy perfectly abominated anything
in the nature of flattery. T was with
Thackeray one night when & man came
up and for fve minutes administersd

to the greal novelist the most folsome ‘ Ing the commerclal possibllgles of the
flattery. When the man had gone I | future.
gaid to Thackeray:. “Who Is that?
Thacksray replisd: ‘He calls him=elf FINING LATE TUEATERGOERS.
an artlst, dut I think he paints an e
muech In 'butter’ as he does in olli.' " | The Clevelnnd Ordinance “Means Well,™
but It Probably Isn't “Good Law.»
The Sweet Uses of Adversiiy. Philadelphin Inguirer,
Life. has passed #n ordinance
You can wear cul vour old clothes, | fining any theater munager 3100 who per
You are not troubled with wisifors. | mits a patron o take & seat while iLhe
You are not persecuted To stand | curtain s up. who arrive after |
sponsor. Hegging letter writers will let | the first sct has Eun mast walt untl
you alons. Impostors know It ls use- | # end of the act befors tnking thelr
less to try and bleed you. You cihn | sentx or the house will be Prosecuted,
practice temperance. Yoo are not fool- We doubt If any substaptial good will
Ishly llattsraed. You save many a debt | come from suchk an ordinhnee. The de-
and many 4 headnche. PFinally, If you | cllsona of courts In the BEaxt have uni-
have a trus friend you'l! find it out, | formiy been to the e&fféct that A theater
—» Is a private ¢ntlerprise and not a public
Incredible. institution and that 1}

Cleveland Leader.
“*What's the matter, old man?™
*Oh, I've got an awful cold.™
“Tough luck. I wish I knew how you
could ecure 1™
“"Have you do recipe faor he?

"No, I don't know mn thing that'll
help.”

“Shake—you're a wodder. Have &
drigl.”

Can You Beat It?
New York Evening Post
It was pot the Hmit of the amazing
that Cook thought hée had reached thes
pole. Depew thinks he can bhe re-
elected.

Divoree In Chieago.
Chicago Journal
-. Htile millionaire.

l 11&:.1?‘ u!.:lr.

M ttle happiness,

‘Wf’; ot of mtrife.

Just some Httle lawyera
Just & iittle ree,

Then & little evidencs
To o referes.

Just & Iftle courtroom,
Just & wh ted line.

Bcratching of the judge’'s pen
And everything !a flne

Jur.

\over 30 Foars,

HERE IS YOUR WORKINGMAN'’S IDEAL!

Liviag High.

New Zeeland, Pluaged Headlong Iate Debt, Is Being ﬁgemmy .Juumdum-u for
Better Fields hy Al Who Can Get

Away — Work Scaree, Wageas Poor,

Bugens

K. Laslle Wabb.
Zonirnnd, s o mtudeal
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Mr. Wahb

H. Gibeon, promi-
ington, New ZI‘Aln—\dA

to prepara an article givisig the real con-
ditions  thore, for the information of the
American Pl 4 pruss Mr.
Gihson copeplled with 1 request and his
Tetter followns:

I am amused by the remairks of the
professor  who Ieotuored lately In your
parts on Now Zealand, which he de-

snrfbed as

basing his concluslo

“the workingman's paradise,’

ns on that mislesd.

ing book issued by the New Zealand gov-

ermmient, which has
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hera. The average

at
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in the
£1 per

iDwan,
wook

and
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ry. His employment
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Ilings & week o town

laborer with a wife and four children will

hava to pay for rent 15 shillls pear
week: coal and fire wood &

milk. snd Dutter ¢ shillings

vegetab ard frult, B

(incloding brend), 16

total £X 5
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plenty of cap 1 any n buy lun-l i
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HE FOR IMPORTS

American Market

More Attractive Than

Ever to Forelgn Producers.

Bpringflield
The country's fu

( Manan, )

Republican.

gn trade returna for

Novemblier Indicate that our business re-
vival = In dang of belng overdone. It
hus marched along mo 1 In advanos of

the European ry
Elon ns o place
disndvantuge In malr
balance as will
gold. Thix wiil s
Ing comparison of
exports nnd

Last
byarny

month's mare
twoa or thred

of foreign goods pou

wery fre

times
or other seamsons of the year:

m trade depres-

United Btates at a
wtadning such & trade
de heavy exports of
ar from the follow-
vember merchandise

han 3
exce

gxports hava
fed nt thi
and but for

the very high prices at which cotton Is
now being exported the November mer-
chandise exports would have made a
much more .anf'\'-nru!\‘«- comparisron.
Imports, however, have become of un-
precedented volume. T wers  |ast
month over 306,000,000 above the highest
previous record of the season, and some
37,000, 00 bovo the hilghest previcus
motthly r ord of any season. The usuanl
tendency this Import trade volume is
to Incre through the Winter months
by in March with the highest
figures of the year. If this Is to lm the
present exper the actuml balance of
trade will ha become henvily 'u.n,mu'.
country by next Spring and will {n-
ive a lnr xport of gold Notwith-
standing the fact that the tariff has been
left by the re revislon at about as
| ‘high nn everage level as before, the flood

ring in over it s the

largost ever known

These high commodity prices which so
agitate the couniry have evidently been
carried too fast and too far above ths

European leyel plus

the tariff protection.

Thus the American market has become
maore att “tive than v to foreign pro-
i . 2 they are taking large advan-
tage of the situatlon. The necessary re-
sult of these trade tendencies, If they per-
uist, will be such u herdening of the
American money market th zh gpold ex-
ports as to for commoditly priv buck

into greater iuu—mur
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with the European
untion is presented
estimat-

maka such
pleass for
ordinance

couris, bol
a Erowing
seiflsh 1in

forget how
fects others
at the ti
potsons alr
passageway ore gul
meanots. It took n
lish ibhe custom of
remove thelr

reasonabl

wili
the
evjL
taking th
mueh

be

or

tendance, but
voutly to be

raiasr'
enjoyuble,

conducting It

thelr
Thoss

hats and It
taks longer to make them

“tis & comsummntion
wishad.
wa might reveri (o the ald time
to make the mpln play thoroughly

managars may
& regulntions as they
Doubtless the

thrown out by the

mclden: calls attention to
Most

Parsons are very
eir pleasurss. They
own copduct af-
who come In late
oporn.. fnd - compal

spaled o0 stand and give

Ity of social misde-
long time to estab-
requiring women (o
will probably
prompt In at-
do-
myantime,
“eurtnin

In the

Poor Show Anywny.
Dalins Itemizeor.

There wis S0ma
the Woodman Hali
dld not patromize
can mafaly conciude
wera at a low obb

kind of a show at
lawt night. As they
the newspaper, wa
that their financen
nnd that the show

woas not of much socount,

v

acquiring land. All the bt
able land hns besn long e
What le left Is 2tl native
thorefore (mo fuar) |nallenabls

I;,uuiu for eale at u pries far
of thelr renl valus, or gove
for seloctlon in pineg

from a markoet,
PoOr a quallty genera
sally uscless. I exon
patchea of Iand &

ey b

by the goveroment fr
and less=l or sld ande
tem. These are gen

But their arca.

|

npplicanis!

VPN B MVOTE
h the late
acedl the

Follow! It
¥

pricadent
EOvermms "II

A Breat
Hars
Ing.

borow

af the borro

10 develop the
L‘)lll\'—), much wwas w;
brick postofficos ey -
tures which “ould e rvod
GVETY purposc mt
and rallway offt r
lese of expaensa.
I>
i 4 S
A%

the

sy

poor

the

on

'ﬁ « 1;57

NEW

YEHAR'S DERAUCH.

EVE

It Is nan Evil That Decent FPeople Must
Discountenance.

“hicago Record-He
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Aulted | a compatition

and the wviokition

in drunk

in of rules of

that are ordinarily considered bindg
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CURRENT SMALL CHANGE.
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