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Dry Farming Methods
Will Change Sage-

- brush Wastes Into
Grain Fields

Professor §1. D, Scudder,
Agricultaral Caollege.
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DESCHUTES VALLEY HAS WON FIRST
_ HONORS BY EXHIBITING ITS PRODUCTS

Possibilities ‘:. Soil Were Shown Recently by Outcome of Billings Dry Farming Congress. Where
Grand Prize Offered for Grains and Grasses by Jamés J. Hill Was Captured.

N 'I".ll!‘. l_.\'urlhﬂu.-- ¢ of Crook County at thé farmer who says his grandfathar’s other tilled by dry farming methods.
l Prineville, the county soat., is dls- methods are good ugh for him. Modern Ary ming tools waie secired
pragss. & X : i In the Madtas country last year ap- from the Bast snd the oxperiment so far
tha grand prize offered J. Hill to  proximetely 150,000 acres were sown to as the v piot waz involved wos con-
the district of Oreg the Wheat and produced an -averngs of 10 ducted sclentifically, The dry piot pro-
bast exhibit at the Farming Dushels (o the acre. Yet on rome farms ducod the best crops of the two, but
Congress of g . grown by n the JMadras district, whare soll and for comparstive purposes the wvalue of
B S rmine o8 ‘-"..nrdll were not dissimilar from other the expariment was lessaned by the faot
This grand with . 2 in the district that produced that the irrigated land recsived tod much
trophles and ¢ prizea, = = _:!" ailbae Ll e, 38 bush- water—a common wmistaks on Irrigated
exhidit of products grown i of wheat to the acre were produced lands In new dlstricts
chutes Valley in SR ,:' and the year was a dxy ofe, Central Oregon, outslde of the irrigated
from any railn SO0 The larger yields were on the farms districts, as & whols may be said to bLe
the prod = Of thome who tilled the soil intelligently a dry farming Jut for dry
sumption for i followed to a greater or lesa dagree farming under, sclen met? the
1t is sald that _\' w '1 : ds advocated dy ex- yearly ralnfall s ample. The age
the awarding of “"‘ ST aing.  In the sams dis-  vearly rainfall is between ten and 15
comgress, the 1 i Ia a \:"4_:: of ':lrm“ s known local inches, and with suwch =& rainfal dry
stood a4 good cha e ”‘:”‘_‘ sk O aw farmer farming experts assert that a profitabdie
prise offorml PIoNE biw _MIFH. "E'_“: or four years, oOfop can bo ralsed every year if a proper
any statc. The 2 betwosn plowing the grain =  rotation = followesd.
-*hiw’ competiton * tha simply been The great district known as the “"High
. - 3 Ywar nd thae Paine." to which there Is now a
I!?"M!o“- 1 .5 v.k]l ; nre Tavorable, homesteaders, will ¢ ndent
BRe Netnins iy ) a Tfalr erop, number of years at least, on dry farmibs.
N amiy T i wWeL seasons ara The dry plains conslst of absolutaly raw
finally ”‘"'. g the prise. not numerous. enough '  make the land on which attempts Lo grow crops of
In several :‘A:.t af Oirey nt dr w farmei” wealthy and while ihe st character have boen confined to u
farming methods spplied IHEPS  ProBts farmer s prospering very few inolated cases. It is told that
proven 1o be a of pro- sgquaw farmor, as & rule, is (‘.Ill‘-'!il!‘.‘ ons man who took up a2 homestead thers
dueing ol irs wheaen country befare the raliroad dsvelop
farming under In the vielnity of Prineviile dey farm- the present rush demons
in fallures But {» su a it haa Ing has been shown to De A MORE sSuéce land would grow good grain
beelh the more ive farmer who cessful method of tilling the benoh lands. this man Rad a penchant for horse
has wdopted the mo iem methods. In the First National Bank of Prineville tling and was compelled to jeave
e great matorit slow to cast s exhiblted sumples of wheat in the country just about the time he was got-
gside the ways of ners.  And straw ralsed on dry land near by that ting weil established in the'farming

so 1t hu‘a been | _ths : iles Valley produced 40 bushels of wheat to the scre. line.
and 1o all Central Qregon. There (& In the vicinity «f Bend experiments Dry farming experiments in Central

the farmar who tlls his jand with cars
and by methods that hava brought pros-
perity to the dry farmz of Eunsas, Calo-
rado and Montana, and there alro ls found

have also been made. On land owned by
A. M. Drake. u piloneer of that town,
two plots were cultivated zide by side,
one of whish wans irrigated and the

Oreagon have not heéen confined wholly ta
_grains and forage crops. In Madran there
resides an agent for an Eastern norsery
company, whe, in the natural courss of
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It is probable that the domonstration
fraink sent out by the raiilroads have
done more to spread throughout Ore-

gon the methods of dry farming than
all other Influences put together. The
leading crop experta of the state, In-
€luding members of the faculty of the
Agricultural College, accompany thens
trains and address the informal! meet-
ings held at every nstaticn visited., At
firat resnlis came aslowly., the farmera
nat being prompt to put to practical
tuse the suggestions made. Graduaily,
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up mnd tl reauits gained In every in-
stance gre so sotisfactory that tha
new |[deasd are spreading rapldly.

Many of those who are now taking
up farms In Central Oregon are the
more progressive  agriculturiste  who
will use the most modern mesthods in

devaloping the new jand. It is expect-
od that this class will contlnue to pre-
dominate as the country Is settlind up.
The development of the country will
probably be much more satisfactory
than it would have hesn a number of
years ago before sclentiflc dry farm-
ing had galned 3 secure foothold.

The influence of the Oregon Agri-
cultural Collage In modern farming
m=ethods Is also spread by the students
sent out from that institution. The
taculty at Corvallis {s teaching the les-
son of dry farming and the students
leaving the oollege will naturall> foi-
low that method of ewltivation when-

evaer they antsr a coontry where it is
the mosi practicable courwe.

NATRON LINE UNDER WAY

Nearly 1000 Men Are at Work on 150-Mile Extension of Southern

Pacific From Lane County to Klamath.

tenslon of the Southorn ~ Pautifc
was listed mmong the projecied
in Oregon, but during the later
days of September carlond after car-
Ioad of machinery, horses, mules, p
vistons and general construction equip
ment roiled into the little Southern a-
cifio torminus.

The Natron extansion will mest the
that is bullding northward from
Kiamath and work is progy
#ing with oqual energy at both ends
of the line. Thirty-five miles are un-
det contract at each and, leaving a gap
between of about ) miles. The Utah
Construction Company has the contract
for grading the extenzion from Natron
sonthward.

Natron (s located in & picturesc
spot on the bank of the Willametts Hiv-
er, at the fool of a chain rolli

TH'REE months agqethe Natron ex-

linen

nne

Lake. s-

of

hille. which run eastward Lo the Th 1
Eisters of the ascade Rangs 5

country east s
hills covered from
COragon fr timber;

& COntinuous Lns
tup to bottom with
formeriy one of tho

best fAir belts In Oregon; while a little
tor the south oOf ¢ast, the hills ars birok-
en, forming & crocked and roundabout
canyon, throuxh which the watars of

& middle fork of tha Wi nette Clow
and which Is the geaneral course of the
Natron extension.

To the south. across the Willametin
River for several miles s a rolllug ag-
ricultural =eatio wn an the Plans-
ant HIill country, whith was the first
settlement made in Lane Cou To
the mthwest extands the Willamernt:
Valey, which {» drained by the Cosast
fork of the Willamette, while to the

west lle Springfield snd Eugene and
that seotlom of the Willameatte Valley
extending westward to the Coast Mouns-
taine,

Natron three months ago connisted of
a railroad.silation =nd sbout thres
dwelling-houses. It has become a busy
center for construction work. ©On the
very arrival of the Utah Constructivn
Company every avallable man, Rorse
and mule wers pressad into service, and
within two weeks houses by the dozens
wnd =cores wera sgattered up and Gown
the right of way, and In Natron. With-
in a few weeks nearly 1000 men were
on the job. Horses and mules were
brought in, & few carioads at a time,
until tow, about 1000 =sre at work.
Nearly cvery foot of ground around

Natron s covered with tools and ma-
chiners Th tion engines

Ivea, narrow'-
wagone by tha
oth wheel and drag,
al huge steam

\ a di=-
thnce of fect bhetwean stations
00 and 8 nd thors are about 285

cignps along the line. A placa of Inter-

vt 15 the general supply house, where
ons for Iaborers and teams are
for sirlbution among the

33 Flour, sugar and potatoes havae
n brought

in. by the 1tom: lard.

cannted fruit and condenssd mitk by
cad and hay and grain by the

The constru on Ccompany

has watabl] ed ftn } juarters at Na-

tromn.

LandAlongLake
Is Sheltered

Winter Mountains Protect 205-Mile
Sirip of Ideal Frult Acreage.

u NDER tle shelter of the YWinte:
Ridge of Mountains, on the west
of Summer Lake, Is one of the
P Erous nmanmunities of  inte-
Oregon. T Winter Ridge or
Hotky MounCains, ne the sange s
Known, rilses abruptlsy about two
back from the af the
leaving a the lake
shore perhaps 20 The Tim
rock of this ran rises in places per-
pendiculn mo than 1080 fest high.
and to the extends the pine for-
asiv' af th remont forest reserve
Cut of thig ridgs gush almost Innud-
merable springe, some of them furnleir-

ing water power that {s now applied in
generating eloctric current for craam
ueparators, churns and other dairy ma-
¢hipery. The waters are used for liri-
gating puposes,. The high range holds
the warm temperature of the Summer
days during the nights, and Summer
frouts are unknown, Peathes and
other dellonte frults ure grown sucongs-
fullv. Wild plums cover hundreds of
acrés, and ranchers come for many
milez In season to gather the wild frule
for cauning.




