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But, in fact, neither this business I by a vote of 50,591 agalnsi 30,243 they
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can ba handled under publie direction
a4 cheaply as under prive coutrol,
High salaries and employes In unnoces-
sary numbers w wnd the publie
undertaking city payroll
would be added an Increasing troon of
whar{ masters, deputies and

g

cle

and the cost would be double
simllar work would be under private
adminlstration.

We have mors bridges to bulld and
larger water supply to provide, and
park and other improvéements to make,
and steadlly incressing sums to pay
for deefening the river channpels
These are absolute necessities. The

city should decline the wha business,
and such other lines of effort as are
better conducted In private hands.

There can be no more reason for pub-
B¢ ownership of wharves in Portland
than for public ownership of hackney
garriages, telephones, transfer com-
panles or street rallway llnes. The
advocates of the undertaking chlefly,
are those who wish to levy a lax on
the public to enable them to do busi-
peas, and others who wish to tax the
$ublic to do everything for everyhody.

Whether the Mayvor can make ef-
fective stand against this scheme and
is conspquences we don't know; but
his judgment 2s to matters of husiness,
which Is of the best, together with his
well-known ability in affalrs of public
administration, may enablo him to
show the ressons, and to prove them,
why the clty zhould at this time keep
out of this buxziness,

This “asyilum for the free, refuge
for the oppressed,” and all that sort
of Fourth of July language is 8 mag-
net with pretty strong drawing powers
for the people bevend the scas. Some
of these pecple, however, never be-
comeé sufficlently inoculated with the
germ of freedom to form a very dcep

attachment for the country. In this
¢lgss belong some of the English,
Scotch, Japanese and Bengalese stu-

dents of the Washington State Col-
jege at Pullman. These allens have
petitioned that they may be not re-
gaired to enroil in the military de-
partment of the schoolk Thelr ob-
jection 18 due to the faot that enrojl-
ment in the cadet corps would make
them subject to service Iin the, United
States army 1a case of war. The Gov-
ernment has proyviged a fund for the

existing constitutlonal limitation of

three.

GENERAL HOWARD.

Oliver Otis Howard was the luast re-
maining soldler who had held high
commuand during the Civil War. Many
remain, whe ware younger soldigrs,
and some even older; but Howard l=
the last of those who held very import-
ant command, during the struggle.
Scarcely one wWis present 4t 4 greater
number of the c¢ritical =otlons or
crises of the war; and, though some-
times unfortunate, he always retained
the respect and confidence of those in
highest command.

Howard ‘was In the conflict from first
to Inst. He participated In more than
twenly great batties and In Innumer-
able smaller engagements. He started
In with Bull Run, and came out as
commander of the Army of the Ten-
nessee, which constituted the right
wing of Sherman’s army on the march
to the =ea, and then through the Caro-
nas, to the final surrender. Hle only
di=aster was at Chancellorsville, where
he commanded the Eleventh Corps;
and in his memoirs he defends himself |
vigorously by showing that he was
rooted to an unfortunate position by
absolute and repeated orders, He had
lost an arm (in the Peninsular cam-
palgn, but his zeal carried him back
to the sarvice even before he woas phys-
leally fit for his duty. General Fhillp
Eearney, who had lost his left arm in
Mexico, meeting Howard at Falr Oaks,
just when =Howurd's right arm had
been  shattered, shouted: “Hello,
Howard! It's your right arm. That's
lucky. We ghall maw buy our gloves
together! Kearney was killed a little
later at Chantilly, Va., where General
Isnac L Stevens, of Washington, also

fell.

Antietam also and Gettysburg were
emong the great battles in whitch
Howard partlcipated. in both with

highest credit. After Gettyvaburg he
was eent ta the West, and: by sugges-
ton of Grant, with approval of Sher-
man, he was appointed to command of
the soveral corps that canstituted the
Army of the Tennessee, All the his-
tories of the war give accounts of his
work, on the march to the son and on
the campaign through the Carolinas.
He directed the movemenis that

other |
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of money in the American banks. The
trouble may not yet be over, but the
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scare has subsided,
the bank rate would offer strong assur-
ance th he Britlsh ware more fright-
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rate from 21 per cent to
CONVENING THE GOVEENORS.
One aof the most encouraging sleps
Mr, Tuft hos taken is to invite the
Governors to convene In Wash-
next Winter, He wighes to
whole forty-six’™ there, he

and promisss to muake thelr stay
hie and pleasant.” Nothing

Roosevelt ever did pleased
peopld more than the meeting of
which he convenad In

Tha country hns come
underatund that It ‘ls represented
by the Natlonal and state execulives
in & singularly efficlent and desirable
way. Our district system of choosing
Congressmen and leglslators mnkes
orch them spokKesman for a frac-
tlon of the publle. None of them pan
speak for the statd or Natlon and
none of them wish to do so.

The Governor, on the other hand,
stands for the state as a unit in con-
trast with the separate sectlons and
interesta which find o woice In the
Log ture. Of late the Governor n
more than state hps appeareod as
defender of the public agalnst en-

the
Governors
Washington.

ohe

schmaont of one sort and another.
81l more distinetly does the Presl-
dent represent the Natlon. The peo-

ple are disposed to exalt his office and
support him In exercising his consti-

tutional powers to the Iast extreme.
When the Goveérnors met with the
President in unofMcial consultatlon the
public belteved that wide Natlonal
guestions would be discussed on thelr
merits without resort to underband
tricks or petty quibbling. The same

thing will be expected when the meat-
ing reassembles next Winter. The
questions of uniform divorce laws. con-
sarvation of resources and waterways,
to mention only a few of the Important
ones now before the country, c¢an be
discussed by the Governers In a way
that will afford light and possibly guld-
ance to Congress. .

FOR BETTER FARMING.
As a dispensor of futherly, friendly,
farming advice, Mr. James J. Hill, like

{ good wine, improves with age. Soma
of his statements collide with each
other., as, for example, his remarks

nt Billings Tuesday rogarding the mar-
keting of wheat, wherein he sald that
he had made money by holding his
erop untll Spring. This was followed
by cautlon against holding the crop so
long *“that some féllow down In the
Southern Hemisphere, it may ba Aus-
tralia, it may be Argentina, will ralas
& crop that he & planting about this
time and have It on the markeét along-
gide of them (the American farmers)
before thay sell thelrs,” As Spring is
five or six months distant, and the
Argentine and Australian crops will
boith come on ithe merket within the
next 80 ar 90 days, a lteral interpre-
tation of the great rallroader's re-
marks might leave the farmer in doubt
u#s to what he should do with his crop.

On the brouder and more Important
question of mecting the increas.ng do-
mand for wheat and other farm prod-
uets with an inoreased supply, there
{s muech wisdom In Mr. Hill's remarks,

The United States ls comparatively
new In wheat production, when com-
pared with the old world countries;
but 8o careless have been American
tarming methods and so slight the
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tation standpoint it s far
an unimportant revenue producer.
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In defense of the numerous corps
aof health olfics Inspectors, commis-
sloners and deputies empl look
after Portland’s health, th
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Good roads are good Investmenls
All sums expended Intelllgently in
the counties of Oregon on the r ¥
will increase land and other values

more than the cost of the roads; and

theré will be comfort and oOnve
lence, ease of movement and Immense
saving In ho filesh, hame und ve-

hicles besides

nat

Louis Hill, president of the G

Narthern., has been lost in tha moun-
talns agaln, the second tilme within
a few months This kind adver-
tising would bs great for theatrical
stars, but In the case of Mr. H !
advantages are noi clear He shouakd

wear 4 hell, when he gets off the

of way.

Johnson says he ex s to wWear
Jefiries out in the forthroming fAght
There are a few milllon people In tha
country who will rest Just ss easy, If
the “wearing out" tactica are followed
to the same length as they were in
that famons Kilkenny ¢at engagsment.

Because the town of Ballard, recent-
t¥ annexed to Seattls, is not provid
with a patrol wagon, It bocame n

sary for two policemen ta convey a
drunken woman to the station on a
wheelbarraow. There are disadvan-

{ages attnohed to lving In a suburb.
year,
CORSUMErs pay
will not he so0
will find It not easy

when metered water
2 higher rate, thev
eager for meters, hut
to get rid of them.

Next

Why doesn’t the newly=barn Pastime
Athletiec Club put in a bid for about
$125.000 for that Jeffries-Johnson
fight? It needs advertising.

Health officlals are sald to be got-
ting mighty tired of the milk crusade.
But really, what have they done to
meke them tred?

The d»g talk of Jim Jeffrles and
Jack Johnson indicates that either of
them 'would make an ldeal Polar ex-
plorer.,

Will the city’'s publiec wharves be
above or below the bridges? People
who c¢rogs the bridees would like to
know.

The Japs ought to ba able to get
big concessions as balm for assassina-
tion of Ito
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Bannons the Fruit Food.

Neow York Commercial.

From the City of Mexico comes the
meement London frult deslirs
preparing to Ip banmEnas in Ia
titles from Me an to British g

direct apd that grow the Istho
torritory and Campool D B 1
so Increaso hat they can de-
fiver nt the seazosrd A minimum of
B0 tons of bananas a month; sloam-
ers, it 8 sald, @are now ready to ba put
inta the scrvice botween the gull ports
af Mexico and thoss of Great

The news s signlficant as demonmtr

the enormous Increase In the

tion of bapanas in recent years thr
out the civilized world and the colncldent
lowering 'of thelr price.
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