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THE REBECLAMATION FUND,

Oregon, contributing very heavily
to the reclamation (land} fund, has &
right to a greater proportion of the
reclamation fund than it has yet re-
celved. This view of the cass should
get the attentlon of the Senate's Irrl-
gatlon Committes, due at Portland to-
day.

Oregon s a state of larges aren, large
among the largest of all our siates.
It is sltuated on
ersed by mountaln ranges that the

& sea, vel 50 Irav-

distributlon of rainfall and snowfall |

iz wary unequal, Opegon has a very
farge semi-arid reglon; vet Oregon hns

more timber than any aother
aie denoting for the
sectle timber *stands a

heav n of rain and snow.

Now the proceeds derived from the
timber regiona of the ate ought to
be used more largely than they have
yei been for irrigation of the arid dis-
tricts. It L= right, 1t Is just; It i» nec-
essary. It I8 a view of the subject
whith wa trust the public authorl-
ties will take under conslderation.
Oregon ought not be stripped of Itn
resources for the benefit of other
states. lae of Oregon's resources
more largely is not an unreasonable
demand.

FARMERS" TRUSTS.

There Is more ground for encourage-
ment in the rmation of so-called

“farmers’ trusts” than In almost any
other phenomenon of the day he

catton ralsers of Texns have mangged
to comhine and hold thelr product for
a ressonable The wheat men
of Nabraska done the same
thing. Farmers' el ira have be-
camé rommon In Washington. Fruilt-
growess everywhers are learning the
Yepefit of co-operative marketing. | § 4
this ralsed the price to the consumer
ft would be regrettable, but It does
nothing of the =ort It simply eliml-
nat ore ranks of mlddlemen
and; delivers thalr profits to "the pro-
ducer. Its ult ate «ffect will ba to

fsmeéen 19 give up a
5 useless to everybody

5 one or T

foyce the ml
function Wil
but hilmaelf and-go to work.

For couantless years the farmer has
been the helpless sheep whom every-
b I d. . He has discoverad,
at that by co-operation
he can keep some shrods of his fleece
for himnelf er of enlighten-
ment hae us and It W not
yet complete it - has gone far
enotugh (o oxi turbulence in the
breast of the Noew York Times. That
newspaper fears lest the greedy farme-
ors “want ) mnouey there 8"
If they dn, 1

Times nead not look
very far to find where they onught
digense The farmers may poesibly
be almost 4s groedy for money &s the
Wall street omb tlong are, but
there I no danger of thelr ever gai-
ting mors than the meager dripplngs
from the pot whers the metropolitan
magnates feed Farmers, &3 A
¢lass, may be orinble =sometimes,
but they will never be woalthy and It
afe to y. that the more money
can get out of their products
better for the country.

NEW WORLD'S HIGHWATL.

To the average traveler, the saving
of a few minutes or g few hours by Lhe
Atlantle voyunge
er of tremend-
lower-

o
shortening of a trn
would not seem & m

ous Imp e gradus

ing ot , however, s tended
by fa wehing effects, In which the
pre o of old;established v porte |
in lled down, and transformed to

fiaw poris For generstions, wirlie the
yimmerce was bullding
1t Liverpool, South-

famdus British
h hamlet Flsh-
I unknown
1-borne traflic
Atlantld, for
years bas parted tn the wesiward
of the British 1slés. A portlon of It
skirts the Irish cvoast and resches
port at Liver] wr other ports in

Irint . and n rapidly

the 1 i
Iner 1, atrikes away 1o the
south 1= bullt up great poris

In the I lish Channel and also in the
Bristol Channel

As far back ns the days when the
boai was a4 record-breaker,

¢ Aemand for a shorier
I New and the Old
on and some
to promi-

elght-day
increasly

s other

as ports of eniry the big
that i rmced noross the Al-
at ] The Increasing
of the linerm waa Insuflicient to
meot Lthe (ncreasing spes d of the tralns

ros he Britl=n Isles,
and th yation of fast traln and
fast liner, by way nf the Channel ports
enabled the trans-Atlantic phesenge
to reach London before the Liverpdol
gteamers, leaving N York st the
game time, had reachod the Mersey.
y this ndvangage in travel
to Britisl irte, the conlinental bipsel-
ness wWas jso much better served
from the Channel route, and the rising
Germans practically
1 lines |ato rmking
ithampton and Ply-

which rust

frestige of

orced
terminals

maouth
The (Cunard line, with a remarkable

loyaity to Liverpoel, the orlginal hbvme
port of the firet, has been most reluc-
tant to foliow the erowd and has en-
fleavorad by the use of very (ast steam-
ors to stem the tide of traffic that was
setting against it. The time handicap
was ton gre howaver, (o allow Keep-
frig all the bu s& nt Liverpool, and,
to ovegcome that handicap, the new
port of Flghguard has coma inlo
prominence. By cutiing out tho eall
at Queenstown It is believed that the
mew Qunarders Mauretania and Lusi-
i taniz cun land passengers in London

~in or curvency |

five days after leaving New TYork.
This will bhe amccomplished by fast
trains connecting with the steamers
at Fishguard. BEven with the call at
Quesnstown the Mauretania, on her
voyage ending Monday. landed passen-
gara -In Liverpool 5 Bays, 1 hour and
35 minutes from New York.

The new routs through the Welsh
fishing hamlet akso offers great possi-
bllities for continental travel, for

| with specin] trains from Fishguard to

Doavar or Folkestone, pogssngers can
| ba landed in France much sconer than
| by .any direot steamer. Real estats

booms are sald to be unknown In the
0Old World, but fram the enthusissm
displayed in the London ecables over

' the opening of this short routs be-

tween the greatest cities of the New
and the ©Old World, Fishguard swill
undoubtsdly show A growth that
would bs #ifficult to surpass with a
Western hoom

NEVER MIND MHARG.

MeHarg, it Is sald, “came to Oregon
last year with intent to induce men o
break thelr solemn pladge.” The
plodge was nol “suetamn.” It was
taken by & class of ambitlous and ae-
piring “young statesmen,” who wanted
to get into the Leglslsture, ¥at never
expecied or imagined they would bé
called en to fulfill chelr "pledge.”
But, called on to fulfill It, most bej-
owefi like bull calves: the Trast
gqueaked like rats caught In a trap,

McHarg is nothing. He Is of no
consequence whatever, But ha knew,
as evervhody elsa knew, that the
“pladge’” was mot “solemn,’” that it
was not binding in law or usage, that
it had been employed as & sneakIng
device by men who wanted to get into
the Legisiature, expecting advantades

! of various kinds from the pesition and

opportunity; and he seems Lo have
thought that, Inasmuch as certain
men had been so weak as to take it
they might perhaps deal with it later
in a spirit ag light &s that.in which
thay had taken it. Im this opinion
McHarg was justified later by the
yell which went up from thesc peopie,
when they had to vote for Chamber-
lxin.

This sort of business will’be avoided
hereafter. On the part of men who
call themsslves Republicans there will
be mighty lttle Inclination agaln to
take thot foolish and silly "pledge”
Should any take it, they will ba
slaughtered withoul mercy by the Re-
publican voters of their counties.
“Statement One” will be treated as a
Democratle party device and trade-
mari.

LOCAL OPTION IN DANGER

A case has been sppenled to the
States Supreme Court from Tillamook
County which may turn out to be of
great importance. In this case the
State of Oregon & plaintiff and W.
Langworthy ls' defendant.  Upon the
trial In Tillamook County. Langworthy
was convieted of an offense under the
joca! optlon law and sentenced by
Judge Galloway. He pow appeals on
the ground that the local option law
& {nvalld because It was not submitted
to the voters under the proper title
&t the initlative e¢lection In 1804,

The titte which Mr, Dunbar, who
wns then Secretary of State, placed on
the ticket was merely “For Local Op-
tion Law.” The full title of the bill
occuples more than A page of print
The law of 1903, which governs the
practice of the Initintive, requires the
Secrotary of Stats ‘to use for each
mensure a title designated for that
purpose by the Leglslative Assembly,
committes eor orgunlzation,” who may
file the Initiative blll. Hence, It is &
mattar of indifference whother the full
title of the bill was printed or mnok
What the Supreme Court has to de-
termine s whether or not Mr. Dunbar
used the title designated by the per-
sons who filad the local option inktia-
tive bill.

The case ls important, not only be-
cause It involves the wvalldity aof the
local option law, but also because tha
direct -primary law le subject 10 =2
simliar real or groundless objectlon,
That law has a long titie, but Mr,
Dunbar sabmitted it under the form-
ula, “For Direct Primary Nominating
Electlona Law.” -

HMALLEY'S COMET.

Halley’s comet, which will soon be
a conspicucus object in the sky, after
4 tremendous journey through the
gulfs of space, I8 remarkable becausa
it 15 the first comel whose orbit was
computed accurately enough to allow
astronomers to predict its retuym, The
observations necessary for this purpose
wore made by Edmund Halley, when
the comet appenred in 1452, He com-
puted the clements of the orbit avith
4 verlain precision and foretold an-
other appearance In 1768 or 1759.

| The French astronomera Clairauat

and- Madame Lepante correpled his
results with such efficlency that theif
final prediction barely missed the re-
turn of the comet by a month, It has
reappeared ever since at the propey
interval with unfailing regularity

The superstitious story that Halleyv's
comat can be ldentified with the Star
of Bethlehem, which {8 mentioned In
the Scriptures, iz baseless. Some ama-
nation may or may not have excited
the fancy of dwellers In Palestine at
the date nssigned to the Star of Beth-
lehem It may have been a variable
stur flashing out suddenly in the sk¥
and ae szuddenly vanizhing. It may
have been an electrieal display or tho
story may be pure myth, To attempt
to dentity Halley's comet with any
siich hypothetieal object showe lam-
entable lack of the sclentific spirit

BOLIVIA AND THE SEA,

The agpiration of Bolivig' for A sea-
port, if It axists, Is ensy ennugh to
understand, but It 18 nat ilkely to be
tified very soon. Some nEdons,

BT

| whiloh: are shat in frem the =ea, are
| consumad with JJonging for aalt water

harbors Others  get  along  qulta
sepenely withoat any Switzerland Is
not particularly distressad for want
of a seaport, while Russia would
#ive n greal many lovely Elkons to
get one. It all depends Bollvia s not
A very enterprising republic, but It in
not on good terms with Peru and at

the bettom of Its disgruntlement may:

perhaps le an appetite for Peru's
port al the moauth of the Tlo, a8 soma
newspapers asserf. The best reporis
gny that the basis of the quarrel is 8n
unsettlad boundary east of the Andes,
but hunger for the séa may be a fac-
gar.

With nobody to. interfere, Bolivia
might possibly fight its way to the Pa-
clific at Peru's expense, but it is al-
most certain that other powers would
take a hand. Argenting wouldl feel
hound to aid Peru hecause she has al-
ready decidefl the boundary question,
as referes, ngainst Bollvia and been
insulted for it by that nation of un-
learned meountaineers. Chils, on the
other hand, would help Belivia, but

l!mqsee.dummunvdir;ha]

T
war, it would be quits llkely to assim-
flate It itself. Chile is lika a serpent
cresping northward between the An-
des and the sen. Tt s not 1o be ex-
pected that Chile’s progress witl end
shart of tha Isthmus. Certalniy that
country will not encournge Bollvia
te block Its way. Both Argentina and
Chile are powerful and highly civillzed
nations. They know pretly well what-
they are ahout and they are not Ukely
to permit Bolivia to drag them Into
war untll they are. quite ready for it.
E——
BAD BUSINESS. A

The Anacondn Standagrd domes for-
ward with & wvaliant defense of the
Government's great lottery scheme for
tho disposal of 1t otherwlse unsaieable
public lands. They are Called unsale-
able bacruse it is wall. known that only
a small part of the great area in the
Flathead reservation s fit for eultiva-
ton, and mo inteligent white mihn
conld or would go on the reservation
with the expectation of making &
comfortahle home and getting a lucra-
tive income. The productive lands on
the reservation are largely in -the
hands of Indians, and they are notl
avallable for homastead entry. The
Spokane and Cosur d'Alene lands are
better: but a great number of tha sev-
era! thousand “lucky” participanis in
the gigantic land lottery are, never-
theless, doomed to disappointment
wheén they see their “prizes.’’

But the character of the lands, aven
i gobd throughout, doss not Justify
the lottery method. Suppose o private
owner of m great tract of land should
subdivids it, number the subdivisions
and advertiss that the tracts would be
made the grand -prizes In a lottery
scheme, for which the winners would
pay at thelr appralsed value? Would
he he mads amenable to ‘the lottery
law? Doubtlass. Yet this Is precisely
what the Government 1s doing. It has
a great deawing and sells certain lands
to the fortunate  prige-winners “at
thelr appralsed value.”

“A lottery,” says the Anaconda
Siandard, "is conducted for private or
corporate galn, Tha prespnt drawing
iz not a lottery. The Government de-
rives nothing from . The Standard
e mistaken, The Government gets,
or attempts to get through ta ap-
praisers, full value for its lands. Tt is
& profit-making entorpriss. There is
no. frée gift business about it. The
Government le the heneficiary of the
direct investment of all who Buy lta
lands; the rallroads and private spec-
uintors and achemera profit by the ef-
fart of the 300,000 lucky and unlucky
gamblers who try to get something for
very little.

The United States ought to ba In
better business. A private individual
undertaking a lottery on exactly the
same lines andl with the same motives
and purposes as the Government
would be put in jall

¥ INTEMPERATE BRITISIL

A Chicago Polies Judge, who has
been Investignting “Pollce Court meth-
nds in the British lsles, saysa Dubdlin
magistrate Informed him that *the
day after the old-age pensions -went
into effect the charges of drunken
and Alsorderly conduct ingreased five-
fold.” This accounts, to a degree, for
the aversion of British taxpayers (o
th: old-age pensions law, Exoessive
use of liguor is placing a large and
{neressing number of British subjects
in tho ranks of eligiblea for old-age
pensions., Having securéd old-age
penslons, the benefigiaries proceed to
buy more lguor and thua increase the
necessity 'for more' pensions,

The rather Intimate relations b=
tween the lguor traffic and the old-
age pensions Wos aptly set forth in a
cartoon in London Punch sevoral
months hefore ¢ither the old-age pen-
slons of tha Inereased liguor tax law
was passed. The cartoon showed one
toper asking another If he thought the
Premier would raise the tax on beer,
“Of course @'ll ralse It,” sald toper
No. 8, “if ‘e don't, ‘ow's ‘e to pay us
our old-age pensions?’ This philo-
sophical prophecy seems Lo he work-
ing out with i kind of endless chain
precision” but, unfortunately for the
taxpayers, who are fooling the old-
sge pension bills, there ls tao much
“lost motion” in the system, There
are a large number of renlly deserving
people on the pension rolls, but thers
are thousands whose intemperate hab-
its have contributed to bstablishment
of econbmlc conditlons that seem 10
make old-age pensions @ necessity.

The social gulf between British
wenlth and aristoéracy and the other
half, two-thirds or nine-tenths of the
population is so wide that It has bred
$n the latter, a tralt of dependence on
governmental or private charity. In
other words, Britlsh customs have
made hopeless and helpless paupers,
beggurs and tip-chesers ouf of pehiple
who In the Unjted States could be
whipped into ur shamed into a candl-
tion of independent action. Thiz Brit-
Ish soflal system has mnade sorvile
depsndents put of people who, under
different economie condftions, would
dizplay more Independence and thrifc,
and it Is perhapsa_eminently proper
that some mgans, such a5 the old-ake
pensions law, should be provided for
the support of the derelicts whan they
arsa mo longer able to take ocare of
themuelves. Judge Hogan, of Chi-
cago, whose interview on this tople
was given in a London cabie' in yes-
terdny’s Oregonian, says: “I have
traverssd distances in London unao-
cnited by a slogle baggar, which iIn
Chieaga would have produced fifteen
or twenty.” This may be explained
by tha undoubted fact that here are
more ‘than fifteen or twenty men In
Chicagn who would give money to o
beggar where nione would e found in
London in the same area.

A HISTORIC HOUSE.

As n fitting s#quel to the réhabilita-
tlon of the old McLoughlin home at
Oregon City, his helrs will restore as
far a= possible the old furniture used
by Dr. McLoughlln when ha occupled
the house in old tarritorinl dgys. This
aesyrance il given by his grand-
dnughter, Mrs. M. L. Myrick, of this
clty, who will tnke personal pride in
seelng that the once hospilabls man-
elon of her grandfather shall ba made
to look as It did in. her childhood
days.

The people of Orggon Clty have
ghown commendable fealty lo the
memory of Dr., McLoughlin in res-
cuing his old home from ruin and re-
moving from the time-stalned struc-
fura the Iraces of "decay's effacing
fingers” The historic butlding will
doubtless yet be the -repository of
many relics of the old days for which
the name of Dr. McLpughlin stands,
while aronnd it will cluster many tra-
dltiens dear to the hearts of our state
pullders, and only less gacrod 1o thelr
descendants In future generations;

The houss has heen renovated and,
wheére nec ., reconstructed, strict-
i on the old ] . Jis old farniturs

s
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After that, room will, no doubt, be
found for many relics of the fime for
which the nmame of Tir. McLoughiin
stands, Intslligently chosen, systemat-
{cally arranged and properiy imbeled,
suph rellcs would make of the old
hoiige a storeroom of higtory, an ob-
ject lesson of 4 past ers, & recepincle
of the treasurs trove of former dnys.
Let n sultable plaecs be reserved on
the walls for a picture, Qromrly en-
larged, of whith some very good pho-
tographs are extant, of the, Falla 'of
the Willamette, before they wers
harnessed to thq procésies of deval-
opment; and, over all, Jet the dbenign
face of the good doctor, framad In
snowy halr, loock down. Thus will
the ald manslon prove at anoe & veri-
tahle treasure-house and a fitting o=,
captacle for such relice of, early days
as vemain of Dr.'McLoughlin and his
alrendy shndowy oTA.

The extremely ‘low abb reached by
wheat stocks in the Pacific Northwest,
fs refiectad in the shipmenpts for the
first two months nof the new cereal
year. Including flour ;and wheat to
all ports, these shipments from Port-
iand and Puget Sound gmounted to
only 1,000,000 bushels, the amallest
for Any correaponding period in the
past fiftesen years. FProspacis for &
heavy traffic during September are ex-
callent, however, and If car recelpts
for August are an- indication, Port-
land will again handle more business
than all Puget Sound poris combined,
The wheat receipts for August at
Portiand weare §208 carlonds. TFor the
first vwenty-sight days of the month
the combined receipts at Beattle and
Tacoma were 406 carloads, compared
with 508 mt Portland for the same
period. Up to date Portland recelpts
are runping only about one-hall as
large AS & Yeur ago, although the crop
Is fully one-thlird greater.

The oratory and eloquence of Senn-
tor Bourne, upon the introductlon of
President Taft to the peopla of Port-
iind on Saturday night, Ogtobar 2,
will be awalted and expected with
enger Interest. It will be a gTedal op-
portunity for the distingulshed Sena-
tor. whp has been heard tpo little by
the paaple of Oregon. A chance like
this comes {0 a man but once In &
lifetime. Be sure Senator Bourne will
tmpfove it. His eloquence will ®o
deaply into all tha subile problems of
government, and the play of fanay,
and the use of loglc and rhetoric and
paetry, on the tip his subduing
tongus, will tell ths people of Ore-
gon what manner of man they have In
thelr first offfce, and will confirm thelr
pride in their cholee. Turn out to
hear Senaior Bourne!

This |5 a great country for races—
human, horse, Yacht or any other
kind, Only last week Hamburg Belle
broks a world's record in a trotting
race At Cleveland, and an Amarican
aviator broke a world’s record with
a- flying machine In Hurope. You-
térday at Mnrblehead, Afass, the
American boats beat the Germans in
i yacht race, and the day pefors Bar-
ney .Oldficld hroke & world's record for
a holf-mie irack perfarmance with
an automoblle. We are also leagues
aheadl of any other country In the
high-tariff race, and f we keep the
pace will be alone inour gloomy glory.

The chlef result of every measurs
of “paform’’ s another horde 0f af-
flalzls. It Is rimning now to “health
reform’™: and each officlal and each
bunch of officials appainted, Lo cars
for the publle health ingsists that each
partieuiar Incldent: or doty les out-
glde his own province “Mather, make
Rill do it.” ©Of course, nono of thess
officials do anyvihing, or much of any-
thing—doubtless because they know
there iz little tp do—heyond holding
the offices and drawing the s=ajlaries.
These always are the main obfecia of
vaanitary reform.”

The present Courthotse at Portinnd
demolition of which Is begun, is not
“ihe nnelent Courthouss” of Mull-
nomah County, Down -to 1866-7,
when the building now to bo removed
was erected, the Courthouse wWas at the
corner nf Front and Salmon sirests.
1t was a two-story frame buflding.
Thers was one Circult Judge and he
held court, not ondy In Multnomah,
but tn Washington, Columbia and
Clatsop Counties. He “rode the cir-

cult.”

Building permits for the month of
August shaw a gain of 14 per ceni
over August, 1908, and there is a gain
of 46 per cent In bank clearings. With
high-priced svheat and hops moving
to market In jarge quantitles this
month there will uudouhtedly bo o de-
olded Increass An the Sepiomber Stn-
tistics over those of lust year or for
the month Just vlosed.

Mr. MceHarg, after his brief sojourn
with the Oregon Legisinture laat Win-
ter, remarked that he had encoun-
tered n yast number of sorubby politl-
ciana jn his day, but Oregon’s were
tha Iimit. Ha probably, thercfore,
cares littla about what i= sald In Ore-
gon about his (nitintion Into tha
down-and-out” club,

The BEills Island aunthorities arrested

elte whila they waore examining  her
baggage. The woman Wwas probibly
endeavoring to live up to the customs
of the country, ns delineated by Alice
Roogavell Longworth,

Mare continues to he pur most In-
teresting next-door Celestial neighbor,
Hiz rnddy face will' be obscured by
the moon for & few minutes this af-
ternoan, but,- imporiant B is that
evont from: an astronomleal stand-
point, 1t means Hitle or pothing to
ordinary people

When the "~ Preslient's seerctary
reads the news columna of The Ore-
gonlan of yesterday he will Know
more of the inside views of the recap-
tion committes than s disclosed in
courteous (elegrnmes,

Dr. Brougher I8 glving the matter
of quitting Portinnd ‘for Loas Angeles
“prayerial consifderatign.” It needs
the hest consideration Dr. Broughar
can glve I

Who catfes about a new corporation
taking over tha Hiil rallroad up the
Deschutes? The Oregon Trunk iine
by any other, name will be quite -as
weleome,

That caged-lon wedding was iams
compared awith what will come later.
The next llons.in the path of fthe
couple will not he e=gad.

About the only man who views the
complicatigna over Taft's visit with

Poriland.

ﬂﬂhmﬂuﬁrupﬂﬂm\]

“THE DES MOINES PLANS

tnformation About It Coming ¥From

First Hands.
A lstter to the Chloago, Inter Ocean
from a oitizen of Des Jolnes,
glves Information about the Des Molnes
plan of munieipsl government, which
was offersd, substantinlly, to the peb-
ple of Portland ®y a charisr commit-
tee Ilast June, but ralled of enactment.
But the subject 1s+of sufficlent Interast
to justify publtcation of the Des Moinss
Following are its prineipul

31 —(To the
programme

in

“The FPresidemt

ganarnl publie will be admitted™
general publlic of Porlland conrista of
actu-
Presldent,
while the space afforded by the Armory
of

The regulatinn of Towa saloonn Is mc-
complished by & state lzw framed Lo tle Lhe
mre the sama as obtained under the old elty accommodate

government, and are not owing to the nhw .
regarding

jome selfish peopie in |

Taxea have bost the way in which

3 Presl- | hody who
s Mayor and Clty Counell | pij,
o

This I3 mot saying that the
moriev 1z not ealled for, but simply
axpayers afs paying morm than ever
i» disgulead by

rtally advaneed
the

hnd

ness |

asssssments  groatly,
and issulng certificates ngainst the Improve-
ekt disteica Portland doeg not often gel & rhuuu-n1

bat st the oost of dlspersing the evil
resort ‘was found after the dlsparsion =0 far
expelled Inte the reapectabln 3¢
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