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THE GREATEST FACT OF HISTORY.

In the Jewish ‘Cribune (FPortland)
We hava an article by Dr. Frederick
Cohn, Rabbl Temple Israel, Omaha,

baaring the title, “Why I Am

a Jew."
He begins by saving:

"I am a Jew first

of all beoause I was born one.” It is @
sufficlent reason; thers could be no
batter reason. What ane of us can bhe
ather than-that which our race. our
mncestry, aur educatlon, eur environ-
menf, have made us? Rabhi Cohn
thua procesds

All studonts of history know that Judnism

i tha mother falth, thmt i hAristlanity and
Mohammedanism wro the twn daughtar-
rallgivne, the one horn  about 1905, the
othar abtout 1600 yoars ngo Leaving now
Mohammpadanlsm out of a ounl, a8 not af
fmmmeadiate Intersat, and considering only
Christlanlty, ths dominant rollglon—it must
bha frankiy staled that. in my view, Chrls-
tianlty = but imperfect Judaism, Judniam
&8 adopted and adapted py the heathen
warld, udalsm with a vast mans of pagan
slaments mingled and incorpornted with 4t
Christiahity s artually 3 historically =
mixture of Yudalsm i Matthaw
Arnold called 1) and Halleni the Intter
helngy, &hly, the ideas und the practioes
of the Green-HRoman w orld. that highly in-
1&resting ¥4r pagan clviil lon that waw
wilespread over thae antient world Just he
fore, during aud after the Homan Empire.

A world of historical truth here; and

You some modiftention of Jewish par-
tleularism was neces ary, for the
Erowth of a world-wide religion. Upon
this necessity Christianity and Ma-
hometanism have grown, and they,
oo, ax well as the development of tEq_-
rationalistic spirit, have been Instryg-

ments In the progres change of thea
religion of. Israsl, or rather of Its ndap-
tons to the conditlons of the newer or

5 Or

modern world Hebraism or Judnlsm,
as the rellgion of a raooce, I8 too ex-
elusive for a avorld roeliglon;

henca ite

Breat offshoots, whose Erowth so much

excesds that of the PArent stock.

It ia not s0 much the burrler of
religion that separntes thy Jows from
other peoples It I8 the racial and

#ocial barriers which the Jews soa it

0 maintaln—af whi h thelr rellgion
is a part This exclusiveneds syl the
Eenius of the rnce; it ia the basia of
it Ure; It has come down from the
most anclent times; and bechuse all
can't ba Jews., the Jewish religion,

admirably as Its athical content t&, and
adaptuble the kernel of apirit-
ual tden is to propagation of other ra-

s ils

I[giuns, has falled ta conquer the
world in Itself or hy Itself, veot has
done so through its offshoots. But
ien't 1L honor enough for Israsl to be,
even If Indirectly, the greatest force of
all times? It §a the chiefest fact of
human history
THFSE ARE COMMONPLACES,
Charles Bonaparts, father aof the

Bonapartes known to higtory through
the exiraordinary Intallectuai anergy
of one of his descendants, seems not
to have besn a man of much
himsolf But Letitia
mather the race of
known to history, was a
extrnordinary fudgment
though she ddn't know It or ronlize it
When her son was master of Europe,
and other sons, through the extraordi.
nary geniue of one, and daughters svho
Were persons of the most common-
place and vulgar dencription, occupled
half the thrones of Europe, Madame
Laotitin's hend was not turned, She re-
mainad the exemplar and embodiment
of good judgmoent and common sense,
Bhe always sald, In offect, “Hoy=z and
RBirlg, this lsn't the reguls
and lasting thing.

acoount
Ramolino,
Bonapartes
woman of
and force—

of

r and natural

You would bettar
have #n eye to the Tuture, and lay up
something while vou ecan.'™ Maoadame
Alere herself, therefore, was prudant,
She had &k small fortuns left after all

wns aover; and the house in which she
llved at Rome during her last yoears,
und where she died, now bears an in-
scription that reminds the traveler.
All this = extraordinary, yet within

the range of expérience that nobody
<an Question For It came in the regs
uiar course of hi wy—nothing miraec-

u
re
in

& nbout
Eulnr courwse

preceding
of Alexander

It—nothing the
of IStory, as présented
timés—aay in the llves
of Cuesar and of Charla-

Ooutzide

magne. and in smaller degreo In the
Hves of porsons of leas celebrity than
these, yer 1l distinguished. Thesa
results come about through the mys-

terious movement of

he general mind,

in which spe lents of the higher
or Highest order, find thelr oppor-
tunigy. rBut Madame Letitia, from the.
beginning to the end of the drama,
was not fived by It

THe ex ple Is on n mighty histor]-
cal stale. and posal may bea re-
peated on equal scenls or greater,
in some future age: for human con-
ditlons .are in continusl flux and
undergolug sincessant change. The

great historfan Gibbon, after his com-
prehensive survey of human hisiory
before hie time, and the produdction of
his fmmortal Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, sald there never
would be another great up) al and
change, or another great and
conguerar. Glbbon died at the age
of Afty-seven, but had he lived to the
Psalmist's three-score-and-ten he
would have seen Europe at the feet
of Napoleon

But this waan't
oytset of these remarks. We all take
intorest in great things, but most of
us live on the lower plane of practical

eaqdd

the thought st the

life. The prudence of Madame Leti-
tin Is a lesson to all Ages They who
suddenly come Into small fortunes,
by the miracle of opportunity, are as
lkely to have thelr heads turned ns
those who attempt & MOSCOW  Caln-
palgn. Katharine Clemmons Gould
Ian't through with It ver, Passibly

Harry Lane la; but hin career has not
been very distingulshed, Yot it has
been more so than anybody who has
known him from hia beginning ever
could have supposed. There s, in-

| low; yet there Iz a lot of luck about

it: and for the larger number, for the
Immense majority, prudence and
Judgment are the only guldes, In
y Private life they are all in all; and in
| public life there are mighty few who
haven't found that A habitation giddy
and unsure Hath he who bulideth on
the wulgar heart™

PRINTING ALL THE NEWS.
The Oregonian feels constrained, In

reply to its wvery earnest corre-
spondent &t Linnton who thinks
the pree=s Is not doing Ita duty In

printing the detalls of the Gould scan-
dal, to retell the old story about the
¥Young women who rebuked the famous
| Dr. Johnson for putting so many nasty
| words In his dlctionary. “Ah, my
| dears” replled the doctor, I see that
| ¥ou have been looking them up.™
|

Of cour no one need read the
Gould story, or the Thaw story, or any
other llke it, unless he or she chooses.
But It Is there to read, If any one de-
sires, and it ought to be there, in the
opinion of The Oregontan.

The growlng power and Influence of
the press of the country, to which the
Linnton correapondent refers, are
hased on I(ts impartial and complete
publication day by day of every phase
And detall of all matters of current in-
terest and Imporiance. I there a les.
son in the Gould scandal for your son
or daughter? We think so. Is any
one benofited by keeplng from publie
knowledge the manner of living of the
ldls and profiigate rich? Would the
Goulds and thelr kind keep the tale
from the papere if they could? And,
If they could, would they be encour-
aged to go Into greater excesasies and
wilder dissipations? Tt 18 certaln that
such people ars restrained, If at nll,
only by the danger or fear of eXposure,

But If The Oregoninn, or any paper,
Is to be & mere consor, and to sxclude
from public view or knowladge all hap-
penings it deems bad for its readers to
know about, and to print only those
things which it feels are good, what
& mighty power indeed It would as-
sume, It cannot undertaka the taak,
for It would run counter at once to tha
conflicting fudgments and opinions of
nll its readers as to what ia good and
what I3 bad. What it can do, or un-
dertake do, is to chronicle faith-
fully all oceurrences of moment or in-
terest, keeping in mind certain recog-
nlzed Umitations of decency and pro-
priety. t can see nothing Indecent or
Improper, for exampls, in printing the
aceounts of Mrs, Gould's expenditures

{5 ]

tion of o newspaper, and therefora of
pends on the varlety and fullness of Its
publication of all the news that s fit
to print. Should The Oregonian sub-
slde Into the condition of A meager
and dull newspaper, very few paople
would wish to read it, and It would
have po sufficlent resources for obtaln-
ment and publication of the greatest
news,

HAYWOOD AND HIS CIGARETTES,
Twelve peopls attended the lecture

af W. D. Haywood at Davenport,
Wash.,, Thursday night, and the So-
clalist who sp narrowly escaped the

noose In the Steunenberg murder case
proceeded to get gloriously drunk af-
ter the lecture over, later bhelng
arrested for clgarette smoking

To people famillur with Davenport,
Wash., and its surroundings, it is not
at all dificult to underatand why any
preacher of the Haywood doctrines
should fall to attract a larger audlence
than a dozen people. Davenport Is In
the heart of the rich Big Bend farm-
ing country, which makes rich men
out of all the poor men who go there
and work hard and save thelr money.
Naturally, these men who have tolled
for years to accumulate a competance
o not take kindly to the theory that
they shouid divide 1t with some clgar-
otte-smoking loafer who has drifted
through lfe with nothing to his credit
except his ability to stir up trouble.

The twelve men who attended the
Haywood leoture were probably stran-
gers in tha clity.

Was

HANDICAF THAT HURTS.

In the midst of our rejolcing over
the completion of the North Bank
Rallroad, the deepening of the bar and
the assurance that the pllotage and
towage sorvice at the ontrance of the
rlver will be satisfactorily handled by
the Port of Portland, 1t will not do to
overlook the fact that, bath in cost
and eMelency of labor, Puget Sound has
a decdided advantage over Portland,
Prior to completion of the North Bank
Rallroad and the recént agrecment by
which the HIll and Harlrman forces
have equal facilities for reaching Pu-
get Sound, this handicap was less no-
teeabla than it will be during the
coming seaszon. Under the old regime
the O, R. & N. pulled hard for Port-
land becauses thiz was the only port to
which 1t could haul wheat for export.

he HIl lines, on the other hand, did
evervthing in thelr power to stop as
much of the wheat as possible at Ta-

coma, and nelther the exactions and
poor returns of Portland labhor nor
other dizsabilities which affileted our
port could prevent some of the wheat
from belng loaded at Portland.

The railroads now have a greater in-
terest than ever in handling all of
the wheat possible at this port, and

will do what they can to avold hauling
it past Portland. The exporters who
handle this wheat, however, huave a
loud volea in the matter, The tates
on grain are exactly the same from in-
terior points both to Partland and to
Puget Sound, and it Is optional with
the buyer or shipper whether the

to the Puget Sound ports. If the
shipper demands that the wheat be
delivered at Puget Sound, the rall-
roads must take it there. Two of the
largest wheat exporters gn the Paciflo
Coast, In cloging up their seasson's
business n fow duys ago, made the un.
pleasant dlscovery that It had cost
them a fraction over 10 cents per ton
more to handle grain at Portland last
season than It had cost at Tacoma, the
difference belng traceabls directly to
labor, which at Puget Sound cost less
and showed greater efficlency.

The large floating population and
abundance of |dle men on Pugst Sound
in 2 measure explaing why the em-
ployers of waterfront labor secure all
of the help they need at lower rates
than are pald at Portland. It does
not explain, however, why a given
number of men at Tacoma can handle
from G000 to 8000 sacks more grain
per day than the same number work-
ing under identically simiiar circum-
stances can  handle them I1n Port-
land. This is a8 matter which con-

cerns watsrfront labor itself, tpr- many

In dress and In the amount, variety
and extravagance of her purchases;
and especially this Is a sort of news
that every woman In the land wishes
to see, and In the clreumstances has |
a right to see.

Further, the extent of the circuln-

Its opportunity to serve the public, de- |

wheat shall be hauled to Portland m-f

srainhandlers, stevedores and
longshoremen have permanent homes
In this clty and are In degres as much
inteérested as any others In keeping the
business here.

The Parific Northwest
pPromise of a large grain vield, and
there will be more than the ususi
Amount for export. It would be well,
before this grain beging moving, to
make an affort to equalize this differ-
ential which now exists between Pu-
set Sound ports and Portland in both
cost and efficlency of labor. Falling
to do this, Portland will lose much of
the prestige gained by the work of the
Port of Portland and by the coming
of increased rallroad facilities,

now gives

FINANCIERS AND WAR,

J. Ogden Armour Is back from
Europs with tha very aptimistlc re-
port that "the businesa outlonk both
In America and Europe néver was BO
bright as today."” On this point, Mr,
Armour seems to be in line with
maost of our distlngulshed commercial
authorities who have returned from
abroad, but his report on the outlook
for war will not be taken with the
same credence. He s quita positive

| that there will be no war, bacauss the

big financlers of the country will not
permit It

The nwhole world would like to be-
Heve that the Interests of the graat
financlers would force them to take n
united stand against war, but we are
forced to remember that it s the
financlers of the world who ars pro-
viding the enormous and ever-increas.
ing suma consumed in npreparing for
War,

If the financlers ars so all-powerful,
they could effect an enormous sco-
nomliec saving by calling a halt on the
prodigal wastefulness now going on In
the purchise of battleships.

AMERICA'S VAST WEALTH.

The Amerlecan Bankers' Association,
in a report recently issued, presents
some financial figures which tend to
disprove the generally accepted belief
that we are a natlon of spendthrifts
and are not as a rule Inclined to SAVO
our money. They also show that E.
H. Harriman was =peaking with g full
knowledge of the subject when, In in-
dignantly denying that he was going to
Europe for a loan, he =ald that he
could ralse the money In this country
In fifteen minutes without ln:\\'ing.hla
office. For, while wa talk about the
remarkable thrift and enormous sav-
inga of France, which s not infre-
quently termed the worid's banker, the
Bankers’ Associntlon reminds us that
the wealth of our own country is near-
Iy three times ns great as that of
France, and the greater part of it 1s i
plain sight.

To quote the figures, the vigible sav.
ings of the American people reach the
snormous total of §9,4686,411,488, and
they are growlng more rapidly than
tho=e of any other people. The save
ings bank deposits form the largest
single item of thls wast total, with
$3,660,663.045 lald by for a rainy day,
while deposits In the savings depart-
ments of state banks, trust companies
and Natlonal banks swell thia total to
$5,560,537,018. The assels of
Insurance companies show $3,.159,581 .-
074, and In the bullding and loan asso.
ciations there is a total of $745,008.-
488, It will be noted that this almost
Incomprehensible sum rapresents the
snvings of thope whn are somelimes
misname#d the common people. Our
millionaires and multl-millionalres do

not place their millions in' savings
banks, life Insurance policles and
building nnd loan assoclations, and

their part of the National wealth will
be found mostly In stocks and honds,
which In_ the aggregate probably
equals the totel represented by the
people’s savings.

It is quite probable that the Invisibla
savings of the American people are
much smaller proportionately than
thosa of the Freéench or any other Eu-
ropsan natlon. The teapot and the
stooking seldam come Into use ag re-
ceptacles for money, except during
panles, and even then the hoarda do
not remain long in hiding, IIn France
the contrary seems to be the favorite
practice, for nearly all of the big loans
that have made that country famous
In the financla! world have been made
without appreclable effect on the visl-

ble supply of money In the country.
The thrifty American seems to keep
his money working all the time, while

with the Frenchman it remains in hid-
Ing until a big loan which strikes pop-
ular fancy s offered, and it Is coaxed
out of hiding to the astonlshment of
the world, which never Seems to get
acceustomed to the French hablts of
thrift and the methods by which a
never-falllng supply is avallable if the
Inducements are satisfactory

LOOTING THE FRENCH THEASURY.

According to cable advices the Par-
Hamentary Investlgating committee,
which has been probing the naval
Bcandals in France, has made “an
astounding exposure of the deplorable
condition of the fleet for which
Fraonce has spent $700,000,000 since
1599 The report finds that ineffi-
clency and red tape have caused
French naval construction to cost 25
per cent more than English or Ger-
man, that some of the newest battle-
ships were equlpped with guns of 18856
maodel instead of that of 1902, as the
specifications call for, that neither the
guns nor the ammunition for the ships
to be completed in 1911 will bs ready
before 1814, and that there Is not a
drydock In France capable of accom-
modating the vessels when they are
complieted.

This report shows the French navy
to be strictly in keeping with the
French merchant marine. The ship-
builders and shipowners who got a
strangle-hold on the French treasury
Aabout a dozen years ago succeeded so
easily in wringing out vast subsidies
for construction and operation of a
merchant marine that there has since
been a remarkable Incentive for any-
one who Is at all Interested in ship-
ping to mulet the generous govern-
ment on every turn. With such an
exhibitlon of graft, pure and slmple,
ever before them as it Is presented by
the French merchant marine, drawing
& tremendous subsidy for which no
servica e rendered in return, It 1s not
surprising that there should be plenty
of scandal in connectlion with naval
construction in the French wvards.

The French government pays the
shipowner a subsidy sufficient to
cover all of the operating expense of
the ships while they are engaged al-
most exclusively in carrving frelght
for other nations. The proceeding is
indefensible, for by no conceivable way
can France profit by the transaction.
British and German vessels still OATTY
the¢ greater part of the French traffic,
for. In order to securs the maximum
subsidy which is paid on a mileags
basis, the zhips must not be bothered
with handling freight at low rates on

the life

¥ 1
short routes. But It sets up an (Hus-
tration of governmental stupidity, and
tha men In charge of French nawval
affairs, noting the ease with which
the shipowners are robbing the French
laxpayvers, are naturally tempted to
tollow sult,

The Prench aa a people do not en-
oy being robbed any more than oth-
ers, and now that thls exposure has
been made In the navy they may carry
the matter a ltile farther and en-
deavor to learn what they have re-
ceived for the enormous sums paild
out for sghip subsidies. When they
maka the discoverr the fresh-warer
patriots of the Amarican Merchant
Marine League at Cieveland will no
longer hold Prance and her shlp sub-
sldy system before us as an axample

t;:r be followed by an enlightened na-
tion,

Speaking of the failure of the jury
to agree In the Calhoun case at San
Franeisco (ten for acquittal, two for
eonviction), The Oregonlan gave the
reason that the Supervisors who had
“held up" the defendant and made
him pay an enormous sum of money
were tn go free. ‘The Hlillsboro Inde-
pendent says:

Tha Supervisors were probahly all

The
Oregonian says, and more, but Iittle harm
could Thave resulted were it nnt for the
horde of franchise

and privilege
raokers eager 1o ﬁay the price psked Both

waera equally guilty and both ohould ba
pupnished.

The inst remark is perfectly true.
But the Supeorvisors had been prom-
ised Immunity: and no Jury would con.
vict the man whem they had robbed.
The Supervisors were public ofMcials,
They had taken the oath to protect
the Interests of the city. Yet they
usad thelr peosition for robbery, for
thelr own advantage, and then were
to go free. What can it be expected
that & Jury will do In a case of this
kind? Tt cannot be supposed tha de-
fendant was “enger"” to pay the Bgreat
prica demanded. The passenger on
the road, compelled by rebbers, dellv-
ers “eagerly."”"—on compulsion, Thera
could have been no, objection to send-
Ing all the parties to the penitentiary,

American aristocracy, mingiing with
the foreign nobllity, continues to prove
to the Old World that at least a por-
tion of the Amerlean paople are fools.
Bachelors (n Puarls gave a ball to their
lady friends Thursday night, In which
the women appeared as birds and in-
secta. Mrs. Hugh Tevis and her sls-
ter, Jiss Baxter, appeared as bees,
George Gould's daughter as a butter-
fiyv, and Mrs. Bache, an American, as
a chanticleer. The men wore colorad
evening dresa. Cable advices do not
&#ay what the men represented, but as

“Timmy" Hyde Is one of the most
prominent of tha American bachelors
in Paris, they probably represented
monkeya. The strain on their intel-

lect necessary to play the part of the
simian wonld be merely nominal.

Mr. Harriman {s to bulld 1600 miles
of rallroad Into Mexlco, and for this
purpose & 275,000,000 corporation hns
bean formed. It is perhaps needless
Lo mentlon that there are no obstacies,
such as power sites, irrigation schemes
of doubtful walue, or anything else
which will force the railroad king to
elevate his line 100 feet higher than
the best grades obtalnable. Not only
will no hold-ups be attempted, but the
Mexlean government has made lihera)
concessions In order to
bullding of the line.

sEecursa the

Thea Sigel horror moves
York Times to say, “Let
the Chinese. ' Yes, If they are to be
taught at all., And modern artillery
s the stuff to uo it with. The powder
cart will beat all hymnbooks and all
Bibllcal exegesls. The military expe-
dition of the powers to Pekin did more
to Christianize and clvilize tha China-

man than all other missionary {nflu-
ences together.

the Naw
men teach

Mrs. Howard Gould gets a divoree
with $236,000 per vear alilmony. Prob-
ably she ¢an manage to live in a hum-
ble way on this meager sum, and in-
dulge In an occasional cocktall, toe.
But there cannot be s6 much high-
fiving as formerly. Tradespeople will
adjust thelr deallngs with her on the
basle of the new limit. Many a pack-
age will go C. 0. D.

The remarkable growth of our near-
est Washington nelghbor, Clark Coun-
ty, Is shown In the statement that
there are 6411 children of school age
in the county. Figures of this charac-
ter are indicative of a growth that can
be found only in regions of remarkable
prosperity.

Now the Mayor announces that the
City Water Department has bean mis-
managed. By the end of hig hilarious
two terms, which comes noxt wael,
the Mayor will doubtless be prepared
to admit that about everything in his
administration has been Wrong or be-
lated.

The Water Board has exonerated Its
employes for their mistake in turning
Willamette water into the city mains,
It ought now to make things easy
somehow for the doctors who predict-

ed plague. Amnesty should follow all
round.

—_—
Over In Montana doctors are looking
for an arm to graft on = patient. It
would be unfortunate if the new arm
should come from ona of the numer-
ous specles that let not the left hand
know what the right hand doeth.

Hofer's prayer for rain In the Wil-
lametta Valley seems to be answered,
But when it begins to rain in Oregon
It never knows whan to quit. Proba-
biy Hofer will have to pray the Lord
not to overdo It,

In Seattla 2 dalryman saved a house
and Its Inmates with milk &= a fire
extinguisher. If water had been kept
out of the milk by health officers,
perhaps several lives would have been
lost.

Mayor Lane's charge of attempted
bribery has fallen flai. Another In-
famous effort to blacken the virtus of
the administration has failed,

Let us hope Dr. Brougher will not
neglact to call attention of our Bap-
tist visitors to the sxcellent quality of
Bull Run water.

l

Kate Gould gets $38.000 & year aill-
mony. It cost her §$40,000 for gowns.
Does the judge expect her to B0 bare-
foot—and mora?

Not even the hot weather at ths
East has expediteM a conclusion of the
tariff squabble.

Wasn't Mayor Lane glected on a
pledge to prevent sewer scandals?

GEORGE BURNHAM FOSTER.
Something About the Man Whe is Mnk-
Ing a Stir in Religious Clreles
at Chicage.

George Burnham Fonter, of Chleago,
Baptist by religious profeasfon, Usnitarian
preacher, and instructor in the history
and philosophy of raligfon at the TUniver-
sity of Chicago, has no settled pastorate,
but preaches or lectures at times in hills,
or in Unltarlan pulpits. In »the Baptlst
church there are no “*higher ecclesinstiosl
nuthorities," but sach tongregation Is n
law unto itssif. It Is hard to say, thare-
fore. how a man situated as Foster in
can be “‘diseiplined,” for Baptists dn not
have “heresy" trials. Probahly Foster

will withdraw from the denomination.

But what does Dr. Foster teach? Short
talegraphic statements about his preach-
Ing have come at intervais: and last Sun-
day he dellvered a sermon in a Unitarian
chlirch In Chicagn. Among other things
he xald were thess:

""Modern man no longer balléves in the
modern dogma of the trinity. Ha may
think he does, but he probably does not.
The teaching of the trinity is o rhet-
orically involved by modern churches that
Christ himsalf woulf not understand it
If he wera on earth today. Thers i= no
blasphemy In this statement. Jesus did
not have the opportunity of obtaining an
education slong the lines of theology and
sclence which is accorded to many of the
leading minds of today.

“Though we reject the trinity, we he-
lleve in the Heavenly Father. We balleve
in the filal relation between the human
apirit and the eternal spirit

“Modern man does not beliave In mir-
acles, Wea do not believe fn the church
dogmna of the divinity of Christ. We do
not deny {t. but you can't get us to af-
firm it

All reformers, he sald, had basn persa-
ruted by thelr contemporaries, and In St
Paul's time Christians were balioved by
those who still held to the tenets of Ju-
daiem to be nihllista and agnostics. This
freatment hes been amccorded to all the
mastor minds and thelr followers in the
pasl centurles, and Jesus himsslf was
persecuted as a heretle, and crucified.

Reformers, he sald, should not be too
much troubled when they nre held up to
ridloule and persecution. e BMam=d not
the individugl, but the system which
binds men's minds to tha narrow paths
of ritual teaching.

Jesus Christ was & great leader and n
great reformer, aoccording to Dr. Foster,
but not the greatest reformer. He taught
the people of his day simple truths In a
simple way. but his great sympathy for
men was what drew them to him, not
profound knowledge of the laws of sci-
ence and nature.

2 |

do not think that Jesus had thae
knowledge acquired by modern astron-
omy,” continued Dr. Foster. “If he did,

he did not preach it ta the peopls, and
they would not have undarstood Its truths
had he done so.

“The followers of Christ belleved that
they were possessed of devils when slok-
ons overeame them. Christ drove the
demons out of bodles of the sick.

“Modarn man does not, cannot, will not
adopt such views. I do not think that
&nyona today would rasort to the healing
of the sick by driving out devils.

“We believe in the Man of Galiles he-
cause experience has taught us that no-
whare else do we find a son of man whose
beauty of Inward life is so glorfous,

“We do not belleve In the blood atone-
ment for slns. We do not bellsve in that
dogmn of the substitution of sacrifice or
thet Christ dled on the cross for restitu-
tion to the Almighty Fathoer.

“We know that within us Is the spirit
of self-sacrifica which every moment of
our lives atones for the sins we have
committed,™

Baptists say that If Dr. Foster wishes
to quit the Baptist church and beeome an
spostla of ratlonallsm no Haptist will
think of denying ths privilege; but *‘ha
ought to return to the Baptist position or
Eo to his own placa™ This is altogether
right and reasonable. “The thelstic argu-
ment.” it is =ald, “by which he means the
argument of a personal God, he declares
has ever been dangerous to religlon: In
other words, Christians are ldolaters,
lika other pagans, who make their gods,
the main difference belng that the pagan
makea his Ideal into wood, stone, silver
or goid, whila the Christlan |s eantent to

let his god remain in the realm of his
imagination."

The Turtle’s Cunning.

London Globe.

Although not credited with any high
degree of Intelligence, the turtle, when
about to deposit Its eggs, exhibits con-
alderable cunning.

It scoops out a hole, as If to prepare
a repository for its eggs, but in order
to delude the birds and other enemiles
the turtle throws the sand again Into
the hole, leaving the surface rough, and
waddles off to another spot, where It
repeats the process. Sometimes this is
done three times, and eoventunlly the
eggs are Iald In an excavation within
a féew yards of the sham nest, the sur-

face belng emoothed and flattened
down.

When hunting for the eggs the
Queensland blacks probe the sand in

the wvicinity of ona of the sham mnests,
and are usually suceessful

All Chinese Look Allke,
New York Bun.

In the 8Sigel case the nsationallty of
the suspect renders the search for him
particularly difficult. Ths Blellinns are

close-mouthed about wrongdoers of thelr
own race, but They are frea and frank
In comparison with the Chinese. More-
over, ths *‘Amerionnised™ Chiness re-
lnpses itnto native clothing, habit and ap-
pearance with remarkable facllity. The
man for whom the pollce are looking
seeme to have been astuts encugh teo
“work" the philanthropic milssionaries
succesafully for & number of vears. It
neéed not be belleved that he is so stupid
as to assist the suthorities In thelr chase
for him.

Rhramatiam Cured By Fasting.
Buffalo, N. Y. Dispatch.
Andrew Ford. of Rochester, N, ¥., &
sufferer for years with rheumatism,
Sayz he has been cured by fasting 33
daye. He has had not a thing to eat,
he Bays, In this period, and feels no
desire to est. His welght has been re-

duced 35 pounds.

Nothing Wonderful.
Brooklyn Eagle.

Professor Mliller, of Dayton, thinks ha
can photograph sound. Of course. Excel-
lent pictures have been made of Bryan,
Tillman and Senator Jeff Davis In the
act of delivering =peeches.

Jellyfish and Starfish.
Chlcago Inter-Ocean.

If Professor Foster"s adherents are
“jellyfish,” as characterizsd by the Rev.
Johnston Myers, we presume that Pro-
femsor Foster is a starfish.

The Fourth in Africa.
Washington Btar.
All the materials uwre on hand for a
rousing Fourth of July celebration among
Americans In Africa,

TAFT HAS A “BIG STICK” FOR CORPORATIONS

All Private "Busioess,

Two-Per-Cent Tax Scheme Has an Obnoxfous Publicity and Detoctive Fea-
ture That Appears to Be Effort of Government to

Get Firm Grip om

Washington Cor. Chicago Inter-Océan.
_Bvery corporate enterprise in the United

| States, whether it he a transcontinental

raflroad or a country creamery, an inter-
nationa! steel trust or a village lght
plant—setands tonight under the shadow
of n Presidential demand for complete
Governmental control. But the XNation
Seems to have learned of tlhie dangers of
this project, and the plans to stampede
Congress Into fts hurried acceplance of
the Presidentinl Programmeas are halting.

The members of the Benats fAnance com-
mittes met this afternoon apd tonight
With the President and the meémbers of
hig Cabinet at the White Houme, to put
the fnishing touches on the President's
corporation tax project The one Tea-
ture of that tax from which the President
refuses to receds lg the Government -
pervision of corporations.

There Is no objection to & tax on cor-
porations. Every pne ssenm to admit that
thers is a need for an incrense in Gow-
ernment revenues, and that the carpore-
tions should help to pay it

But the objection to the presant pro-
posal s not the tax, but tha fact thut
under ths oloak of that tax the Federal
authorities are sesking to securs the
Power of life and death over EVEry ocor-
poration from Maine to California, no
maiter what Its size, its business or ita
purposa. They demand a tax which will
convert the tax-eollecting anthorities into
A Nationa! detective buresu to play the
sleuth upon corporate undertakings.

They ask that the internal TeVeonua
bureau of the Treasury Department shall
have the right to pry into every detail
of every business transeotlon of corpora-
tlons. They seek to put into the keeping
of Government clerks—at $1200 and $1500
B Year—every corporation seoret.

It is not to be a question between legi-
timate and ilesitimate businegs' It wiil
not -he m cane of probing froud and crime.
Every corporation—with ne pretext save
that of collécting a tax on its net carms-
Ings—must put its books and business at
the disposal of Government inapectora.

- - -

The mennos of such

dunger of such a power,
awakensd the Natlon.
East, vigorousk protests have beon coming
to the ears of Congr + And the Wenst
Is being heard from. So far the fact that
the plan has not assumed final concretws
form seema to have held back much of
the storm, But when the project is
couched In the terma In which Prosident
Taft soeks to have It placed In the tarifr
blll the members of Congress balleve
thelr constituents will be hoard from in

& demand, the
seems to have
Already, from the

decinive tones.
Enough, however, has already becams
publle property to make patant the

dangers which the plan has both for tha
Nation and the corporations. Centralizing
in the Natlonal authoritles a POVRr aver
the corporations of the states, it will
make amenable to Washington authari-
ties thousands of corporations which so
far have been dealt with only by thae
Etates and the municipalities—corpora-
tions In whom the Nation has little in-
terest and will under the new law have
no resl interest except as a source aof
taxation,
But that is Just the point. There 18 no
plan to stop with tha taxation. The taxan-
tion might be achieved In a number of
other ways that would not Involve su-
pervision—by a dividend tax. by a capital
stock tax. But President Tart WaAnNts a
tax which will require detective super-
visaon—not tiat the Nation may ocollect a
Inrger tax, but that it mMAYy secure with
the tax ths enormous power of control
over these undertakings
- - -

the camplicated problem. That It thmwa-
tens 1o place In the Natlonal Government
a tempiation to dcspotic sway over the
business and Industrial world will also
cause trouble in the Ssnate's discus-
slons.

But there is another polnt—hald far
mors vital to the Individual corporations
than elther of thest. 'That i= the fact
that thelr business plans, thelr Indus-
trial projects, their trade methods, thelr
lists of customers, thelr commercial
routes, thelr reaching out for new
markets, mpst bes laid bare to the Fed-
eral authoritles. Publiclty Is the key-
note of the plan, and, while it 15 not
policy to publish theses secrete, tha Gov-
ecniuent. Inspectors, aceording to present
plans, are to be glven access to them.

The fingets of this National detective
bureau will be upon the books of avery
Incorporated undertaking. It will have at
its disposal the books of thesse mammoth
concerns—it will have at it8 mercy the
Aaccounts of the sminllest corporations of
the amallest villnge of every state. The
clerks of the Intérnal revenus collactor
at Peorla will kave access ts the books
and the plans of the smaillest Incorporated
Erocery of that disirict, as well as the
Inrgest corpocation. 1t s not NEeCessary
to dwell upon the temptations which such
A& range of power will be.

And the strungest feature of nall this,
the point which is causing the greatest
discussion just now, Is the faot that all
of thix is belng brought in merely as an
Incldent 6f a tariff revsion.

- - -

By thia proposal in sought power un-
precedantad In the Nation's history, yeot it
is being sought as Iif it were the mont
trifiing detnil of Governmental function.
Questlons of constitutional power, grava'
doubts of fundiamental law, AN ECATCE-
Iy 10 ba considered, although there s
AVary prospect now that thesa -would
thoroughly he threched long beforsa the
propo¥al s written Into the statute.

All of thin far ontshadows the pressnt
tarift debate on the unfinishedl sclhedul e,
and puts off into the realms of uncertain
sugury all predictions of its close.

President Taft'a corporation tax mées-
sage, although it saved the Aldr
on the income tax from certain
has started a lot of trouble. And the
debato over the corporation tax will eat
up more time than balf of the rest of
the blll together.

Vhen the Taft meseage cama into the
Senate, everybody sat up and listened as
though they heard in it the aweet strains
of "Home, BEweaet Home." Trey had
visions of a steam roller passage of tha
bhili and all that Mr. Tafl wanted, and
then seurrying off to Summer rosaoris and
Chautruquas, Bui It was not to be.

When they tead the MESSAEe & Aocond
time they began to awakan, and by the
tifne they had studied it a bit, thers was
trouble in the ailr.

Backed by Senator Aldrich and Speakor
Cannon, the President thought the il
would jump through with = rush. BHut
this was just what killed the Plan with
tha ‘“insurgents.” And even the most
fervant followera of Cannon and Aldrich
began to gel worried. A corporation tax
wann't such a bad thing, but the plans
for Governmant sugervision and conirl,

the Indiscriminate burden upon stopl-
holders, large and emall, all served to
start discussion,

Then, ton, there was Just a Iiftle bit

-
too much of careless boasting from peo-

pla who possess the oar of the Prestdent,
that the occupant of the White
had “put one over on Congress."
They thought 1t a splendid Joke that he
should slip into a tariff bil the very
bit of legisiation that Thesdors Roosevalt

Housa

struggled in wvain through six years of
That this is a menace to the sovarelgn | belligerent Whita House dragooning to
powers of the states is but ons phass of | secure,

GETTING READY FOR THE FOURTH

Growing Sentlment In Favor of Prohib-
Iting Dongerous Explosives.,
Utica (N. Y.) Press.

The Btate Health Department is getting
ready for the Fourth of July. Besides
the ordinary ineldents und injuries to
fngers, arma, legs, eyes, oto., there |Is
usually an epldemle of tetanus following
the nolsy and unsafe and unsanitary
celebration of the Natlon's birthday.
There in an antitoxin which s very val-
uable in such coases and health officers
have usually been supplied with It In
advance, s0 a8 to have It on hand when
the emergoncy occurs. A recent bulletin
to henlth officera all over the state savs
that if they have any antitoxin dqted in
18 they should retain it, but " those
dated previous to that year should nat
be relied on and a requisition made on
headquarters for o new supply. It is held
1o be possible to avert and avold the se-
rlous consequences of tetanus If taken in
time. Thin |8 a very thoughtful and
proper precaiuvtion on the part of tha
authorities, hut it does not g0 to the root

of the matter.

The best way to prevent tetanus fol-
lowing Fourth-of-July accidents is not to
Iny in a stock of nny kind of antitoxin,
but to prevent the use of exploalves with-
in citles nnd villages, nnd then there will
ba no accidents of this sort to make
trouble. Maore than that, there will be no
lacerated hands, blind eyes, amputated
Arms or less as the result of premature
or misdirected explosions of gunpowder in
any form. TUtlea n year fg0 took steps
n _this direction and anly allowed the
sala of these explosivesa last Summer bhe-
cause the merchants had laid In their
atocks and it would he & hardahlp to de-
prive them of the opportunity to make
disposal. With a year's notice it is not
now a6t all necessary to have any such
froubles in this city, and there can, and
there doubtless will be, & safe and sane
excuss’' or apology for these practices
which invariably result In casunlties,
Very many cities are taking up this mat-
ler and putting the cannon, torpedoes and
firecrackers out of business, and before
veary long they will be everywhore dan-
gers of the past

John Paul Jones' Log Found.

Boston Dispatch to New York Tribune

Qulite by accident there has Just been
discovered among relica left by the late
Trastus Perry Jewel, a Laconla, N,
H., lawyer, scholar, ani aollector, the
log of John Paul Jones" =hip, the Rang-
er, the first vesssl of the Ameriean
Navy.

The find I8 one of the greatest his-
toric wvalue, Ex-Senator Chandler has
taken Steps to securs It for the archives
of the Navy Department.

The heglnning of the loeg sppears ta
ba in the bandwriting of Faul Jones
himself, and shows that before he went
to France he made several trip= to
clear the northern Atiantie of Britlah
privatesremen and to do a iftils pri-
viteering himself. Lilsutenant Elijah
Fiall, of the Ranger, In the log, gives

a graphle description of the remark-
ebla Rangwer.

A WIIl That Ballles Lawyers.
Kansas City Star.

"I heraby dGeclars that T want Christ
Hillhouse to have all my property.*
This will. written with a pencil, was
filed for probate ln Kansas City, Kans.,
and the judge holds that it is entirely
valld. A lawyer wonld have taken thras
sheets of foolseap paper to Sy that,
and to leave enough Inopholes In the
document to give the helrs a chance
to prove that the tastator was not
ound mind and disposing mem-

Walking Trip of a 71-Year-0Old.
Hartford,- Conn., Dispateh,

On a dist of & quarter of a pound
of peanut buiter and a half pound of
crackers, George H. Ward. 71 years
old, walked from his home, in Middle-
town, Conn., to New York City In 46%
hRours, Iy

LIVELY CHAFF, THIS 1s.

S0 We Give a Friend n Chance ta Blow
It About,

HOOD RIVER, Or., Juns H.—(To the
Editor.)—You prinf a devil-of-a-good pa-
per, and to the devil you will Eo If you
don't repent. His works you do, You
are prostituting your talents in his Cause,
You are an anti-Cthrist. Everything that
s ridiculously foollsh and “away back™
In skepticism you print as though it wera
& new discovery of great importance. It
makes you look like 30 cents to Chris-
tan people. If It were not for tha -

erary excallence of your editorials we
shouid set wou down as an ignoramus.
The

fact that you ars not an ignoramus
makes your sin all the more griavous,
“If the Hght thet is in ¥ou be diarkness,
how great {8 thaf darkness!"*

in wselecting replies to any of your in-
fidel gushes you plek out the wishy-
Washy scribblings of novitiates, who srs
floundering In the shallows of theological
and philosophical waters, and who stip
up the mud of stagnant pools of thought,
Thess lucubrations FOou present to your
intelligent readers a8 though they werp
the best Christian people can present.
These are *‘tricks that ars vain'' and
refdlly mean through by men of Intelll-
Eence,

It is mmnzing that ¥ou can be so hos-
tile to Christianity when It §a the
thing that can do us any good.
have many excallent things In
Our lives may b sweetenwd
Meorning Oregonlan, too,
thing folls us at last!
ereth and tha flower
away, but the word of (God endureth
forever." Byen The Morning Oregonian
will lose its power to charm and “'fing-
ter the dull, ecold ear of death.”” Then
what will you de? 74 sneer at Christ
and multer as you Ensp your lfe away,
sA¥ing “myth." will not help you nor
comfart’ nor edify your friends,

Takes another tack. mate;  you
reach the port of rest and eternal
only by being a disciple of Christ
JAMES DAVISON.

anly
We may
this lite.
with The
but alas! evary-
“The grass with-
thereof falleth

will
life

“Under Preseant Cond itlons. "

PORTLAND, Or., June 25.—(To the

Editor.)—In o Iate number of The Qre-
gonlan, eppeared the following: It ia
spid that the hog, at $8 a hundred, s
2 ETreAt mortgage-lifter. But ¢ |s
probable that the hog at $2 n hundred
will lift more mortgrges than at §8 a
hundred.

The reason Is that the $8 per
hundred means all sorts of eéextrava-
EAnce among thos* who promote him.

Raising and selling hogs under pres-
ent conditions at §2 a hundred. would
HIt no mortgages, but would speedily
ruin any farmer who attempted 1t A
farmer Is as well entitled to a reason-
able compensation on his Investment
#% & merchant or even n publisher of a
newspaper. The many costly huslness
houses, yes, even Lhe buliding occupied
by Tha ‘Oragonian, show profits such as
no farmer has ever realized The asper-
tlon that 38 per hundred means all
sorta of extravagance pmong the farme-
érs may possibly apply to & few, but
Is unjust and false as far as the ma-
Jority I8 concerned.

THOMAS PAULBEN.

Mr. Paulsen misunderstands The par-
8gragh in The Oregonlan was directsd
against the general extravagmnee: not
against the hog at $8 & hundred.

Says a Pitcher Isn’t an Hailplayer,
Everybody s

Once I asked Mathewson why, gene
erally, pitechers cannot hat well “Be-
cause a pitcher 18 not = ballplayer.™
answered this unerring young man
swiftly. This iIs largely true, even
though eplgrammatic. Pitching {s an
Art as subtle as fencing. The pitcher {5
a spesolalist. Above all he s & pltoher.
He may be. in addition, a ballplayer,
but he may not be. If he is not, hée has
to ba mada into one—for pitchers deo

NGt Erow ON evVery tree.
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