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PAST AND PREBENT.

The progress of Oregon has beén
alow, but It has been sure. We all
eould wish it had been faster. But
it is becoming quicker now. Thero
was a long night. None understands
or knows It 50 well as those who have
witnessed It from the early time.
Latterly the State of Washington, part
of early Oregon, hes mads more rapld
progress than the primitlve mother.
Yot what {2 progréss? Definitlon of
the word must yield to the successive
ohanges of advancing time

The remarkable sea basln of West-
ern Washington, the great estuary of
Puget Sound, was of slight Importance
In the early time. Agriculture, cattle,
graxing, were all In all. The valleys
of Wester;. Oregon from the Columbin
River to the Siskiyou Mountain fur-
nished these opportunities, The poor
Brazing wnd the poor agricultural pos-

albllitlies of the Puget Sound country
left that reglion, in the davs of the
ploneers, far behind. All the lands,

or neurly all, in the Puget Sound basin
that possessed fertllity were covered
Wwith heavy growths of timber. The
labor and expenss of bringing these
lands into cultivation w. and s Im-
monse. The valleys of Weatern Ore-
gon, south of the Columbia River, be-
tween the Cascade and Coast ranges
of mountalns, had large areas of open
plains. In them the settlement nat-
arally began. . .
—w—But after o while—{t was long vears
“—ile “1dei of transcontinentsl rall-
Tonds got Into actlon. Fifst, for Call-
fornia; and San Francisco was the
center of everything for the Pacific
Coust. Later, for the Oregon country:
and connection in the north from
the east with the open acenn,
by the easiest way for shipping,
carried the thoughts of men to
Fuget Bound, The transcontinental
rallroasds on Northem routes, sought
that connection with the open ocean,
Conditions of ploneer life wera super-
soded by the new movement: and the
Eresater energy, thet formerly had been
exsried upon the line of ploneer effort
—whose basls wes agriculture and cat-
tle—shifted gradually to the North,
where commeroa was the leading idea.
Rallroads were rushed across the
country, on northern lines. Oug con-
nection In Oregon and at Portland
with Callfornia waa carlier, but It lerft
us In subordinate position. It was
At a later time that we Eot the Oregon
Bhort Line and the direct connection
with BEastern clities and states.

The phenomenon has simply been
the transformation from one basis of
lifs to another—from the agricultural
life, which was simplicity, to the more
lighly apecialized and developed Iife—
the product of human evalution, which
has no stopping place, It must be
admitted that Qregon, founded on oid
conditions and established

on old
ideals, has been behind hitherto in
this movement. It was a NECeERATY
consequence of the conditions. Nnt-
urally, therefore, It has been hard to
move the people of Western Oregon.
They were established on tho primitive
or ploneer basls. But long ago the

primitive people of Wostern Washing.
ton were overrun, submerged, drowned
by the Incoming flood. Frank Henry's
“0ld  Ploneer" remains & literary
monument over the ETave of the early
settler there,

Two things have pushed tho State
of Whashington ahead of the State of
Oregon. First, the rush of the rafl-
roada to reach Puget Sound, Second,
the transformation from plonesr and
agricultural conditions to commercial
conditions, the more rapid submergence
of the early settler In Washington than
in Oregon and the euthurst of Alaska.
The Inundation In Washington thus
far, therefore, has been more rapid
and complete. Yet doubtless we still
have people in Oregon who regret even
the alow change here. But the move-

ment I8 Inexorable. Our push eclubs
have it Impulse: the rose falr is a
manifestation of (¢ the eagerncss of

nereasing numbers of our people to
got Into the current Instead of drift-
«Ing about in the eddy, attests it Ore-
gon, too, therefore, Presses forward
to the mark of her high ecalling, for-
gviting the things which are behind!
Nat forgetting them, olther, for that
£ not necemsary. RBut the new and
oncoming Eenerations must set thelr
faces toward the morning. The old ax-
Istence was Idyllic, indeed, and mav
be remembered ns Ideal. but no state
or_Btago of life, especially in a new
country, s fixed and ;wrﬁmn--nt: noae

ought it to be. Yet the old principles
of

industiry and or prudence never
with safety can be abandoned.

Oregon now |a feeling the rush of
new tides of iife.

. There has been
Progress alwayzs, indeed, but the

rent at times has heen checked; aven
At times there has seemed to be gl-
most & reluent movement. Prudence
sometimes  outdoes itself on one slde,
as ambition aften overleaps Itself on
the other. But it is apparent that
JOregon s making greater prog-
ress In. those ten vears than in
Any other two doéades of her his-
’r.nr'.!'. The significance of this fact is
Apparent, ang moreover it is pPresage-
ful. Still, thete is on¢ fict.. Ti Opo.
gon obtaing the “ratiroad development
that Washington has, our state will
n to a degree of
smilar or domparative pProgress. The

es-of Oregon are not
l.nn-t_.tc:_r; ¥&t the census of mext year
will show fiot much more than 800,000

Inhabitants In Oregon to nearly 1,000,.
00 in Washington, [ '

cur-

-

_A. pioneer woman
(Gouliry aged 58 was
fa"

of the Palouse
recently married
field, te & man of 38, The in-

!

Jeentive of this marriage from the

mug's standpoint is not far to seek.
The elderly bride Is wealthy. Not so
with 2 singular marrings in Hillsboro
recently In which the bride was 50
years old and with small property
holdings and the bridegroom a falrly
well-to-do man of 37.
stinctively asked in connectlon with
‘Huch 4 marriage must forever remalin
unanswered, since no objfect, either
from the viewpolint of companlonship
or wealth, nor yat from the natural de-
sire for offspring that leads to mar-
riage, can possibly be accomplished In
such a cass, Hence It must be dls-
misgsed as an unaccountable freak of
human folly which Is measurably ex-
plained in the saying "“There is no fool
like an old fool,’” to which may be

added, “unleas It is a relatively young
fool.™

THE REGISTRATION AND THE VOTING.

It Is not true, as so often asserted,
that the vote of Portland In the recent
Alection was 20,000 short.” The total
registration, including the recent reg-
istration, was 33.041. Most of this
registration had been carried more
than a year—many have moved away:
some are dead. The total vola cast
June 7 was 17,9835, or 15,108 balow
the number registered. But the vote
Hetually cast in every election is much
below the rogistered wvote.

Thus, last November, In the Presai-
dontial election, the total vote of the
city for highest elector (all tickets)
was 25,646, nearly 7000 less than the
registration. The county in 1908 reg-
Istered 38,478 votes, yet the whole
vote of the county was but 29,157. And
a Presldential election always brings
out the fullest vote,

The very fullest vote that could have
been expected June 7 (this year) could
not have exceeded that of last Novem-
ber—25,648. The wote actually cast
June 7 was 7771 below this fixure,
which s a large number, but it isn't
20,000, It is probable that no Ercater
proportion of the total vote of Port-
land ever came out for a clty election
than that cast a woek ago last Mon-
day,

THE CASE AGAINST MARK TWAIN,

When Mark Twain's book, *Is
Shakespeare Dead?” first came out
The Oregonlan made some comment
upon it. We noticed the prominence
he had given to the legal argument
which to many minds tells stronsgly
against the Shakespearean authorship
of the plays and poems, and stated
that in our opinion he had relied *upon
it too. much. We did not at that time
think |t worth while to mention that
Mark Twaln had supported his viawv
by copying a long-extract -from Georgs
G. Greenwood's book, “The Shalie-
speare Problem Restated,” but chis
fact has since become Interesting, be-
cause It has raised & question of the
humorist’s literary manners, If not of
his honesty.

To begin at the beginning of the
affalr, Mark Twain savs on page 4 of
his *Is Shakespeare Dead?” that “a
friend has sent .me a new book from
England—'The Shakespeare Problem
Reatated’—well restated and clagely
reasoned, and my fifty years' Interest
in that matter—asleep for the laat
three yvears—Iis excited once more."”
Burning with newly awakened zeal, he
went back among the “stacks of un-
published manuseript which constl-
tute* his autoblography and selected
for publication swvhat he had long ago
written on the Baconian controversy,
To fortify It he copled nine pages of
Greenwood's book and formed his
eighth chapter from them. It I8 no
wonder that Mark Twain should have
desired to use the borrowed passage,
because It confirms by admirable argu-
ments and citations the opinions
which he had formed Indeperndently.
Evidently he worked at his little vol-
ume of 150 pages with extreme ardor,
a&s one does In periods -of fanatioal
zeal, ‘and when it was finished he has-
tened to his publishers with the manu-
script and urged them to get It before
the public as socon as they possibly
could. He was eager to strike a tell-
Ing blow upon the iron which Green-
wood had heated. ‘The publishers,
Harper & Bros., wrote to John Lane,
who s Gresnwood's London publisher,
and asked for permission to usé the
nine-page extract, mentioning as an
Inducement that Mark Twalin's work
would be “largely devoted to advertis-
Ing George Greenwood's book." Tha
desired permission was recelved by the
Harpers and they proceeded to publish
"Is Shakespeare Dead ™ getting it out,
as they allege, “*more hurriedly than
any other volume we have ever pube-
lished."

When the book appeared 1t trans-
pired that Qeorge Greenwood was not
mentioned by name {n it, nor was thers
any reference to his publisher. The
omlission excited the Pugnacity of the
British author and the na less British
firnmi, and between them they have de-
termined to prevent the sale of

Marik
Twain's book in Eongland. This they
can do wunder their domestic copy-
right law,

John Lane has also writ-
ten the Harpers a letter, in which, by
slight (ndirection, he calls Mark Twaln
a  literary burglar, accuses him  of
fllching Mr. Greenwood's property and
adds that no consideration should have
been allowed to stand in the way of
“his acknowledging his indebtedness.”

All this smacks a great deal more
of Britlsh pugnacity than of British
falrness. Mark Twain is not a lterary
burglar, for he requasted and recelved
permission to use the. extraect In ques-
tion. Nelther can it be s=ald that a
man filches a thing which the ~-mner
freely allows him to take. As for his

indabtedness to Greenwood, he did
Aacknowledge It in at Joast three dis-
tinct places in his book. The first

place Is on page 4 of “Is Shakespeare
Dead? as we have indicated already.
The second begins at the bottom or
page 77 and reads: “Chapter XIIT of
“The Shakespeare Problem Restated®
bears the heading ‘Shakespeare as o
Lawyer' and comprises some fifty
pages of expert testimony, with com-
ments thereon, and I will COpY the
first nine as belng sufficient all by
themselves, as it seems ' to me, to sst-
tle .the question which I have con-
celved to be the master key to the
Shakespeare-Bacon coniroversy.” The
third acknowledgment appears at the
bottom of pages 79, where It s dazfi-
nitely stated that Chapter  VIII s
copled from “The Shakespeare Prob-
lem Restated,™ Evidently here is no
question of plagiarism eor Hterary
fiiching. The worst that can be sald
against Mark Twgin I= that In his ex-
lreme eagerness to finlsh his little
brochure he gave abundant credit to
Greenwood, but dld not give it in the
proper way., His mind was full of the
boolk, dbut not of the man who wrote ft.
~If Mark Twaln had been far less
punctilous In acknowledging his debt
for the passage borrowed he could

The “why' in-’

have justified his conduct by precedent
aof the highest
quantity. It is common enough to cite
Pphssages from books without naming
the author, and certainly with no men-
tion of the publisher. Suppose  in
quoting Shakespesrs one were bound
to give a complete list of all the firms
which publish his plays. BSoppose ons
Telt obliged to give In full the pub-
lisher’s name and address every timae
there was occaslon to quote the famous
stanza frem “Seven Seas™  *“*“When
'Omer smote his bloomin® Iyre, He'd
‘eard men sing by land and sea: And
what ‘he thought he might require, Hé
went and took, the same as me.,” The

kind and uniimited

task of Hterary allusion would become"

too wearisome for anybody to under-
take uniess he posseased endless lels=
ure. Most authors who amount to
much have beon reviled for alleged
plagiarism. Shakespeare was a jay
who had decked himself in stolen
plumes, if Greene is to be belleved,
Milton swiped “Paradise Lost” from
& Dutch poet. Longfellow filched “Hiia -
watha™ from the Finnish Ealevala.
In short, If we are to take the word
of certain croakers all literature s &
mass of thefts. Mark Twailn comes
through the orgdeal with plumage not
much bedraggled, One surmises that
If Greenwood and his publisher had
not seen a neat parcel of advertising
for themselves in thelr farcical exXpose,
they would have held their Peace.
Mark Twain has -stolen nothing from
them and: has probably greatly en-
hanced their proflls by guoting from
their book.

THE BRANDENBURG FABRICATION.
The Broughton Brandenburg article
of last year, attributed to Grover
Cleveland, had a sort of verisimilitude,
but it was a fabriceation,, It purported
to be an expression of the Judgment
of Mr. Cloevelnnd on Mr, Bryan. - That
it contnined, in some part or degree,
the fdeas of Mr. Cleveland, cannot’ be
doubted. Not Improbably COnversa-
tions with Mr. Cleveland supplied part
of the statement. Sl as it purport-
ed to have been written by Mr. Cleve-
land himself, 1t was a forgery. Yet
undoubtedly it contalned some part of
Claveland's opinton of Bryan, The
facts, apparent enough, can hardly be
made clearer by the trial of Branden-
burg in New York.
Grover Cleveland
Democrat. But he was not a Demo-
crat of the Bryan order, nor even of
the Jefferson order. Party was but a
name with him. His politics ware
those of Washington, Hamilton, Web-
Ster and Lincoln. He stood for a cen-
tral government, a Eovernment of au-
thority; and he detested the half-
soclallst ideas of Bryanism. -
But the Brandenburg article was g
forgery. It nwan quilte in Cleveland's
at¥le, and possibly |t may have embod-
led notes written by Cleveland's own
hand. The stamp or some of tha
idens Is, Indeed, unmistakable. Yet
the article presented as i product of
Mr. Cleveland's pen was not his. He
never would have put it forth in this
form. But, as presented by Branden-.
burg, It was a clever plece of work.
The trial of Brandenburg 18 for lar-
cany,—larceny of notes perhaps wrlt-
ten by Mr. Clevelnnd, swhich Hranden-.
Burg had no right to appropriate, RBut

the matter is of no ETeat Importance
now,

called himself a

SOME SEATTLE OPINTONS,

TPhe Seattle Times devotes A couple
of columns of its valuable editorial
Space to an elaborate dissertation on
the respective merits of Portland and
Sedttle as reflected in real estata trans-
fers, bullding permits and bank clear-
Ings. The Times courteously
that the article is not written
any desire to belittle op speak slight-
Ingly of Portland,'" and In proof theres
of submits the statement

slates
“with

that “Port-
innd lerds Seattle only in real estate
transfers—the only one of the three

propositions where a
business’ can be performed.” of
course the Times, having long ago bur-
led the hatchet which it used to CATTY
for Portland, would not for a moment
Infer that there had beéen any “mon-
key business" here, and 1t merely uses
the term in that manner as an airy-
falry, meaningless figure of speech.

It Is on account of the graclousness
of the Times In presenting some care-
fully selected figurea with quaint ex-
planatory notes, similar to the one
quoted, that The Oreégonlan refrains
from Iintimating that “monkey buasl-
neas” could be performed in the mat-
ter of bank clearings. Had the Times
faitod to substitute the rapler for the
customary bludgeon

lot of ‘monkey

with whieh It
hammers home itg Arguments, The
Oregonian m ight have been o on-

Etrained to call attention to a certaln
bank clearing operation In a North-
western city famous for the slze of its
clearings In which one check for $200,-
000 passed through the clearing-house
eleven times before it finally found fts
way Into the waste

Paper basket. In
explaining why the real estate trans-
fers of Portland for the first five
months of the year

Were more than
$2,000,000 in oxcesg of those of Seattle,
the Times convinces ftuelf “that the
transactions do not cstablish a stand-
ard of measure when regarded from
an Industrinl standpoint."” Thus CoOur-
teously calling our attentlon to what
may be a wrong dingnosis of the real
estate transfer case, the Times con-
tinues: “This 15 o true that it may
happen that the actyal value of the
land transferred in Seattie had greater
value than the land transferred in
Portland," Accepting  this explana-
tory comment In the spiris In which It
Is offered, wa again wave the olive
branch and admit that the Seattle
property “had greater value" than the
humble dirt on which Portlanad is
built, and merealy submit as a possible
key to the mystery surrounding the
figures that the Seattle buyers would
not pay what the Seattle property was
worth, while those or Portland wepre
quite willing to pay what the Portland
property was worth.
But, while Portiand Property may
sell for what It Is worth at a time
when Seattle property “had ETenter
value"” than buysrs would admit, and
while bank clearings can be padded to
unlimited extent, we RETee with the
Times that “whan it comes to build-
Ing permits, however, the values fixed
for construction, FEDRIrs, ete., must
necessarily be fairiy accurate’ In
The Oregonian editorial selecteqd by the
Times as a text for its elaborate OSSRy
on the progress of the two citles, it
Was noted that the BvVerage value of
the bullding permits isfyed gy Port-
land for the first twenty-five days of
the month of May was $2464 wach.
while the average value of the Seuttle.
Permits for the same period was §718
each.
That this percentage of difference
been Practicaliy the sume for many
years offers. further proof that the

building permit values must be “fairly
accurate.” We are pleased to note the
friendiy spirit displayed by the Times
In calling attention to these matters,
20 that the Times will not “speak
slightingly of Portland,” and trust that
thiz feeling will not soon subside.

The anti-tipping law, now being en-
foreed in SBpokane, promises to drive
most of the first-class walters out of
the city, unless the employers advance
wages to make up for losses In tips.
The public, which more or less grudg-
ingly has besn paying the walters' sal-
arjes In the shape of tips, will hardly
feel any regret over the change in the
system. There {8 no good reason why
‘the proprietor of a restaurant should
not pay his help reasonable wages.
The tipsring habit is not only degrad-
Ing to the man who recetves the tip,
but it Is unjust to the man who gives
1t. It is a cu .om that drified across
the mvater from the anclent aristocra-
cips, whére all waiters or servants were
treated &3 lackeys or menlals devold of
Indépendence. The Ameriean waiter
shotld not be lowered to the level of
the forelgn flunkey by being forced
to ask alms or tips from the men he
is pald for serving. An anti-tip law
Tigidly enforced would materially im-
prove the character of the service In
hotels and restaurants—providing the
employers pald the waiters proper
Wages.

French newspapers have opened an
attack on the propossd plan for listing
American steel stocks on the Paris
Bourse. They charge that Introduction
of these securities Is purely for spec-
ulative purposes, and Intimate that
legnl steps may be taken to prevent
them from being listed. Inasmuch as
the steel trust s in no great need of
money for development work, or for
Increasing the size of its plants, no
great hardship will be experienced in
this country If the stocks are barred
from the Bourse. They might turn out
all right as an inyestment, but thers
has been so much “thimble-rigging™
with stocks in Wall strect that there is
& possibility of similar work when the
Bime gets under way on the Boursa.
This country iz In nesd of French
maney for Investment in logitimate an-
terprises, and we might stand n better
chance for getting it iIf we put out a
more attractive line than steel stoclks.

Mayor, C. Gardiner Jolinson, of Van-
couver, B, C., Is to visit Portland to in-
vestigate the methods of handling
wheat at this port In order that he
may know how properly to equip his
new grain dock at the Canadian port.
The Portland grain docks have recont-
1y been “investigatsd” by a namber of
high officlals of the Canadian Paclfic
Rallroad and by a party of Canadian
graln dealers. As the method for
cleaning, grading and loading grain
in this clty has reached a higher stage
of perfection than at any other port on
the Paclfic Coast, It is but natural that
the grain docks of this ecity should at-
tract attention from persons who wish
to begin operations elsewhere with the
very best facilities obtalnable,

Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, who ought
to know, opines that most women
over 18 years of age hiate the men.
This fact contrasted with the well-
known truth that all men over 18§ Vears
of age love the women, raises an in-
teresting question. " Ars women intrin-
sically the more lovable sex, or are men
ondowed with a mgore ample power of.
loving, so that thelr affections twine
round almost anything that hap pens
along? It weére to be wished that Mr=s.
Belmont would push her inquiries far
enough to find the answer.

Aldrich and Payne, standing for
high tarlff, assume that the consumoear
Is & myth. BSo he is, if vou attempt
to distingulsh the consumer from the
non-consumer. Some may produce
nothing—as the i{die rich. _But they
are the greatest of consumera’ They are
westrels, I= anybody worryving to
make goods cheap for them?

All the Democratic Senators except
Chamberlain of Oregon seem to have
voted for Phillppine Independence.
You see, Chamberlain thinks Oregon
wouldn't llke to glve up the Phii-
Ippines, t Is an embarrassment to a
Democratic Senator to meet the sentl-
ment of a Republican state.

Senator Borah's opinlons may not be
very valuable, but they are hls own un-
mistakably. The fine old spirit of
American independence seems to re-
vive in the utterances of the Senator
from Idaho. The more men there are
ltke him in Congress the better it will
be for the country,

Mra. Gould's attorney denies that
Mrs. Gould was drunk, bur, If she was
drunk, her husband should have
stayed with her. Possibly: buot Mrs,
Gould appeared to prefer to get drunk
with some one sise's husband.

If the duty on diamonds increases
the price to the purchaser 100 per cent,
what must be the effect of the cotton
duty on the price of calico dresses?
Does the same case produce the same
effect In both cases, or not?

The heaviest sluggers in elther of
McCredle's teams will have to do a lot
better Bt the bat before they are oligi-
bie. to'a personal Introduction to the
patron” of the National game now oc-
cupying the White House.

It 1= sald that the states of the ETéat
Middle West wilH revoit against the
Aldrich tariff. Possibly. But will the
states of the great South, where Ald-
rich s getting his necessary votes,
revolt agalnst jt?

One memb. * of an African party has
been fatally wounded by a lion. That
would appear to dispose of the slan-
der that shooting African llons Is about
as exclting as shooting grandmotheps,

Wil some of our Piuget Sound
friends who have long cherished the
delusion that there I= really no water
worth mentioning in the Columbis
River come over and look at It now?

O S ra e it

It would be Interesting to publish &
complete list of the “experienced”
river men who a month ago predicted
the highest flood ever known in Port-
land.

l

Sir Thomas Lipton won't challenge
aguin for the America cup under pres.
ent rules. He doesn't need the ad-
vertising. .

All those in favor of a safes and sane
Fourth will please signify the same by

EGONIAN, WEDNESDAY, JUNF

Times was correet In stating that |

8

'Century Dictionary

16, 1909.

PORTLAND. June 15.—(To the Edhtor.)
—If T were Inclined to be =arcastic the
tone of this lelurdwqmld: d!ﬂetr;n:.

nul Ter o -
%?':'Iamnm:ondou :no{emmn call atten-
tion 5 {ts mistakes (n the mildest manner.

The 1909 edition of Webster's Dictionary
does not give the word “chauffeur.” tha
one about which your correspondent was
Inquiring. It does give “chauffer.” pro-
nounced sho-fer (accent on first syllable),
& word with a distinetly different mesan-
ing. .
n:leturenre o the latest edition of the
will show ‘“‘chauf-
pronounceéd sho-fer (accent on Iast
svilable), which hardly rhymes with go-

.r.

By the way, does The Oregonlan  sin-
cerely believe common usage to be au-
thority? If so, does It justify expresstions
such as L seen IL" “he done 17"

CHARLES M. WEHRNER.

The 138 edition of Webster's una-
bridged dictionary {Supplement, page 3%
glves “chauffeur (sho-fer) fr., Mterally a
stoker; one who manages the running
of an automobile.” That Is the word
(not “chaoffer”) undar discussion. Mr.
Worner, whom The Oregonian assures of
fts esteem, would better look at his
brand new Waebater's unabridged agnin,

Now. as to sccent: It In true that the
acohnt in chauffeur 4s placed on the last
syllable: but that Is the French of it,
S0 far as the French have an

us't‘ent.
Accepted usage (not common usage,
which may be a different thing) has

made fthe English of it sho-fer, far no
real American can give the peculiar
French pronuncintion to the terminative
“feur,” and he will not try. Therefore

plaln  sho-fer, which rhymes with go-
pher, goes.

The Oregonlan might sugwest further
to its friend, Mr. Werner, that usage,
nelther accepted nor common, Jjustifies
I wten £ or 1 done it Yery few
people ars 'gn Brossly ungrammatical,

But if everybody should say “1 seen it
or “I done it after awhile it would be
gErammar, Any philologist will tell you
that It I8 the spoken Inngunge, not the
written, that {s correct speech. The dle-

tlonary woas made for man, not man for
the dieflonary.

DON'T MAKE MARRIAGH COST MORE

Why Not Tax Old Malds and Hachelors
to Support Children?
FOREST GROVE,, Or.,, June 15.—(To
the Bditor.)—1 thought the =tate of
Oregon was the faol witnte to pass fool
ish lnws, but Washington has taken
the cake. I am thankful I have been
marrled and ralsed g famlly In the good
eld time when and where fad and fake
laws were not so numerous. I always
wias convineed that it was the duty of
every man to get married nnd establiah
B home for comfort and proleotion; but

it In Kansas we had had such a law
83 Washington has, beilng = poor
homesteador, it was then a hard-
ship to even pay $2 for n
llcense anda 85 to the preacher,
The whole principle of tariff. licenses
and care are all wrong. The married
state should he ancouraged by help In-
stend of hindrance. When a young

couple start to get a home and marry,
their means In a large majority of cases
= HUmlited anad tha state shoulqd help,
or at least should not pass lawx to al-
low designing men to rob them. I
question whether such a law as Wash-
Ington has is righl. But I am satis-
fled 1t 18 nil wrong to compel the
enndldates to a marrinage contract to
pPay such expenses. If the state is to
benefit, it should pay. 1 do not bhe-
Heyve In placing so many laws on the
Etatute bobks' to oppress unneceasarily.
Weo have the ten commandments and
Constitution of the TEnited States for
our gulde—sufficiont In our Iand of
Supposed freedom. But if we are bound
to have Tool Iaws, 1 think we should
Pass one giving n hounty of say from
$25 to %100 to all voung persons who
will marry and settlo down In one
place long enough to buy¥ a home aad
riise r family and takx old malds and
bachelors to pay thess bounties and a
yearly revenue to help educate the
children of those who will obey tha
lnw 1o Increase and subdue tha earth.
R. W. TRAVER.

AS OTHERS SEE US,

Remarks On the Reecent Electlon
Portinnd and Its Significance.
Los Augeles Times.

Oregon seems to be rapldly recover-
ing her senses. She went wild some
Yoanrs ago after a bunch of false politi-
cal gods as blzarre as anything to be
found In a camp of voodoo worshipers
in the heart of Africa. The Webfoot
neople then resented any saggastion
from abroad that their now EO0ds wera
muade of very common mud and only
half baked.

But experience opens the dullest
eyes, ald the Oregonlans are not of that
class, The metropolls of the state
naturally ls the first to return to sane
nolitical fdeas, and her people have ro-
turned with a rush. How en-
tirely converted to sanc ideas the peo-
ple have become Is shown by tho vota
cast on Monday in the municipal elec-
tion. Simon had four opponents and
he gets not merely a plurality of the
vote, but a net majority over all com-
petitors of almost 200. Furthermoras
the stralght Republican ticket carried
every office voted for from the top of
the ticket to the bottom, by nt least
declslve pluralities in every ocase. What
a shining example for Los Angeles.

There were 35 charter amendments
of the initlative type to be wvoted for
at this election, and among these was
ithe Gothenburg plan of running =sa-
loons; also the Des Molnes plan of clty
government. Two out of every three
of the proposed amendments ware de-
feated, and among them all these new-
fangled freak notlons whose features
Ares as strange to Americans ns would
be those of a spinning dervish from the
center of Asia.

We fondly hope and sincerely bslisve
that the turn of the tide has come in
America and that It will be “to the tall
timber” with thess fads from now on.
The American people are too intelligent
and too desply tmbued with the Ameri-
can spirit to be long decelved by de-
vices of this kind.

Trg Day for Public Baths.

PORTLAND, June 14.—(To the Editor)
—Will you pleass grant me space in your
columns for the following, which I verily
belleve will appeal to many and perhaps
be Instrumental In our boys belng saved
(or at least a large per cent of them),
from watery graces. If you will T will
be wvery grateful to you.

Why s It not possible to ralse funds
for a public bath? There s always a
way provided to maintaln the Baby
Home. a vary worthy institution: also
for rescus homes and all such which are
very nesedful. Any one contributing to
thelr maintenance and support is to ba
commendad for dolng so. as no worthier
causes are to be found.

About one year ago a day was set aside
as tng day where tags were mold to any
one who wished to buy., for the small
sum of ¥ cents esach, whareby a goodly
sum was raised for the Baby Home.

If it Ia not possible 10 get & public
bath any other way, why cannot we have
a day to railse Tunds for thles worthy
institution, whereby the lives of scores of
boys may be saved sach yeéar. I feel
sure should such a day be given that as
much or perhaps mora could be raised ps
thetes was for the babies. I for one am
willlng to give my time and nssistance to
help get it If othera will come to the

front and asslst me/
_ e MRS. A. LARRY,

mmwmmmmnw

There Was Nao Compinint Then About
the High Cost of Liviag.
PORTLAND, June 14.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—There are many good and plain
reasons why thinking people should or
may differ about most of the current
problems which are under discusslon,
but the causes which underile the In-
crensed cost of living are not difficult
to find. In a word, it costs more to
Hve now than It dld 490 yeare ago be-
clufe more I8 got out of lfe than then
—&nd fully In proportion to the in-
creesed cost of it. When a man gets
and enjoys twice as much as he did m
Eeneration ago, he should not 1re his
hands in savage protest that it Is cost-
Ing him iwice a# much to Itve now as
It did then. Two and two merely make
four In 1908 and that §s i that was
attained through the same mathemati-

eal process {n the days of our fathers,

AS Johnny couldn’t eat his cake and
have it too, when the exporiment was
first made in the remote past, no more
can his successors enioy one hundred
cents worth: of luxuries and necess{-
ties of life for every dollir of income
and lay by a comfortable bank secount
besides. The law of cause and effact
cannot be abrogated—not even by the
inftintlve and refersndurm. It is n sit-
uation where only the recall can do
Lthe work.

There are times when people “have
things.," And they Insist npon having
them. TIf they llved likoe they did 40
FEATS ago—aven Ifke our parents did
in the sarly days—the cost of Yving
would be much less than then, consid-
ering the improved methods of produc-
tion In every line. T flatter myself,
whether others do or not, that I am
quite & ¥young man ¥yor, still 1 can re-
member when sporm candles were Tux-
uries, only used when “company" came
o spend the evenlng. At all other
times tallow candles were universally
burned, made at home by the “women
folks™ In those days, 1if any family
should have used sperm candles, which
cime in small boxes containing 12 dox-
en, it would have been tnlked about
by the entire nelghborhood as reckless-
Iy and scandalously extravagant.

Now, however, even the kerosene
lamps are Eenarally cast Into the rub-
bish heap, When ¥You want to ront a
house unless ¥ou can, upon entaring
every door In it, turn a swhoell or press
o button and Immediately secure an
Hlumination equal to 20 or 30 candle-
Power, you at once pronouncae It out-
of-date and undesirable. And there
must be hot and cold water in prac-
tleally every room, up and down stairs,
o be hadqd merely by turning a faucet,
And a hotwater tank must be Installed
which will supmly iarge qumuntities of
watar for washing and bathing pur-
poses. In the days when it didn't cost
S0 much to llve, the bath was taken
in the kitehén or on the back porch
in the washtub, with water heated In
an iron kettle—a procoss, by the way,
whieh d1d not sceur more than once
a weelke And that was a gaving.

It costs more to llve now than then
for the reason that four times two Ia
twice ag many as two times two. It
always was and, so far as can be ecal-
culated now, 1t always will be.

In those days, requiring as It did an
entire day to travel from Salem to Port-
lxuull. for instance, and another to re-
turn, the trip would necessarfly re-

quire three. days, If time were taken
to transact any business, Now, the
same thing can be done in 1% hours.

And It cosat less to come to Portland
50 vears ago than now for the reason
that the trip was seldom taken. In
the aggrogate, no doubt, the people
of Salem spend 25 times as much per
capita each yenr visiting Portiand now

with the fgre at $3 for the round trip
as they did when It was $10. I¢ Is
almost as 1ittle a

matter of surprise
to mest a4 man from Salem, Eugene,
Albsiny orof any Eastorn Oregon towns
on tha streets of Portland as It is 1o
moeet o Portland man. Naturally It
costs more to trave] when fares ara
low, when you travel, then when fares
are much higher, If you stay at home,
But this is only one phase of it. We
have moved forward at the same rpte
along all other lHnos. Telephones, free
rural mail delivery, free bridges, bhug-
gles, antomoblles and a thousand and
one other comforts of life which “the
fathers” nover

concelved of even In
thelr wildest dreams are ours every daoy
in the wyear. That they cost money

Bocs without sayving, and money which
would be saved but for the Indulgence,

And the clothes we buy were once
mide by the family. Even the cloth
itself was made by the women folks,
Not a doliar was pald out for this pur-
pose, Now the whole of It represents
cash. And the family 50 vears ngo
which sent its washing to a lnundry
by that act placed Itself striotly within
the pale of unquestioned Aristoeracy.
Now, nearly everybody's washing finds
its way to & lnundry each week. BEven
the farmers® wivaes have “eaught on™ to
this modern method of saving the mus-
clen of the back and arms and literally
tons of dirty linen are shipped in to
the towns and ciltes of this siate every
weoek from the farms—a system which
would provoke an indignation meeting
In that part of spirit land set apart for
our grandmothers If communlcation
with them as to the comings and Eolngs
of thelr posterity were possible.

In these days farmers' sons wear
stnrched collars and cuffs and ride in
the best buggles—many of them sport-
ing sutomoblles—whereas thelr an-
cestors were content with the woolen
shirt and jeans troussrs while even the
buggy wis a luxury. When n young
man wants to shave now he steps into
A barber shop and sleeps In & cushioned
chair while he hires a man to do that
which in other days was accomplished
by hls own hands before a looking
glass on the back porch with his “gal-
luses” thrown off his shoulders that
he might have full sway with razor
and brush.

In every dlirection, on every side, you
moy mes why the cost of living has
been Increased. We get three times,
indeed, a dozmen times as much out of
life as our forefathers did—in = WAY.
At least we think we do. And what
we get that they dldn't, mecessarily
cofits money. There's nothing strange
nbout i1 excepting that soma peopie
should think 1t strange.

Does It cost more to llve than form-
#rly? Sure:; but then we Illve more.
Even when 15 cenls a bushel, it always
did cost more ta buy () pounds of po-
tatoes than 60, odd a= it may =eem.
And it probably always will.

A retlurn to the simple life would
no doubt be accomplizhed by a notice-
able decrease In the cost of lHving. Of
course, this will never happen, but It
= worth consldering in the discussion.

7 T. T. GEBR.

Business Just ‘Now at the Flood.
Pittsburg (Pa.) Dispateh.

What has happened In the nall and
wire business during the past few
weaks is lttle short of murvelous, Hix
weeks ago that industry was langulsh-
ing, with its warehouses stocked to the
utmost. Today It is working trying ta
keep up with its orders. The surplus Is
all gone, the sales having been bevond
all pracedeant.

The warshouses of the Ameérican
Stee! & Wire Company have a capacity
equal to three months’ output of the
mills. All this snd more has been
#o0ld im less than balf of that time.
Thare ars orders ahead. And there is
three months' work assured, to reatock
the warehouses, even If not another
order came during that time.

These are the facts. It requires no
prophetic vizion to foresece mills of all
kinde striving their utmost to mest
orders next Pall. The oncoming wave
will be higher than the last. There are
Ereator: opportunities In  the future
than any that have been roulized

| There will be greater Industry and
tions.

% -

J

lm“mmmn&m

Portiand Merchanin Urged Once 3are
1o Beard the Rallrond Lion.

PORTLAND, June 15~({To the Edl-
tOT.)—1 wam much gratified 1o read
your editorial concerning satmon ships=
ment  from here vin the Tehuantepeo
route 10 New York., & part of the CATEO
to be returned westward as far as Chil-
CAgO. Some two weeks ngo, you par-
mitted a letter from ma to appear n
your columns endeavoring to imprens
our merchants that the mAniy course
to pursue rather than to pariey with
rallrond managements abour Tbetller
frelght rates overiand, was 1o charter
at least two Yamp steamers of 10,000
tons capacity ench, one 1o run from
New York to Tehuantepec, the other
Lo connect at Sallnas Cruz for Portland.
The raillroad is managed by the Mexi-
0an governmeont and ne connivance s
tolerated there, whereby the ocinch Ia
applied to fomter monopoly as is ths
American hablt. No one well informed
will deny that the steamers can be had
for $3.50 per tom for thelr rospective
krips. IWhat the rafiroad charges for
Its 190 miles of transportation across
the isthmus I have been unahbie to as=-
certain, but It cannot be in exoess of
35 per ton (more likely balf that In
Eald), so that it is roasonabls certain
CArgoes can be taken from Portland to
New York or any othor Atlanlic port
for §1% per ton, or vice veraa. I estab-
lished by reference to the frelght ached-
ules of the rallronds operating over-
Iand, that the average is not lesa than
$30 per ton for all classes of fraight
and that the clear saving to make use
of this facility would be not less than
$18 per ton.

I wrote that letter hoping to elicit
Ssome response for It from mercantila
Bources showing why It I8 impracticable
inasmuch as our merchants show no
slgns of using it. But the merchants
are like the ministers. I notles that
when occastonaily you administer a re-
rounding thump against {ts thick hide
of ita orthodox covaring, all the hig
guns of the church militnnt duck thelr
heads. mnd let the storm blow ovep,
When some poor ittle advocate pipew
A foeble response, you proceed to oat
him up, and he wonders why hge haa
o bear the brunt of battls and got
ridlcule for his well-mennt efforts. Con-
soquently with more temerity not one
merchant, big or little, gnve any refu-
tatlon of my conclusions. Your odi-
toria]l 18 on the same lne. It proves
that someone {8 hold enough in a sal-
mon shipment to beard the railroad be-
hemoth, and I come to the question onee
more: Why do not our merechants
put Portland where 1t belongs, a8 a
foremost Independent free port, backed
by our waterways, north, south and
eist, an advantage which no other Pa-
clfile Conat clty enjoysT Even the mor-
chants of Lewlston evince more manli-
ness, as your oditorial tells us, as thoy
are making money by using ths river
boats from Portland.

It seems evident that the merchants
of Portland are too Inert or cownrdly
to rise to the opportunity that is proe-

sented them. Your editorinl proves
it. So long as the (freight overland
Is an average of 320 per won to uil

shippers, they are Indifferont to get 1t
for %12 per ton, as the customer bhas
1o pay the freight anyhow. Portland's
advantuge does nol concern them. If
there was a possibility of obtalning
concerted action by them, it would en-
hance our pretensions of commercial
supremacy here 3 hundred fold. Isn't
It time for Tom Richnrdxon, If he in
the vaunted bell-wether of the rmer-
cantile flock, 1o commence beating his
tom-tom and not to lat his enthusiasm
efféervesce in a cloud of tobacco smoke,
and the ruttle of billlard balls on the

sixth story of the Commercial Club
bullding®

CHAS. P. CHURCH.
WHERE LOWLY POTATO IS KING

Farmers of One County in Mnaine Ex-
pect (o Clear $24,000,000,
Prosque Isle, Me, Special to New York

FPr=ax
The polato is king In Arocostook
County. Fully $12,000,000 hasx been

clenred by the farmers in that one
county on the potato crop of 1805, the
total shipmuents to market having been
15,000,000 bushels. This year every
plece of land that will grow a potato
has bevn planted, and the estimate for
the 1808 crop is 80.000,000. If prices
hold good It is thought tha Aroostaol
farmers will clear not less than §24.-
000,000 after keeping all the potatoes
they need for home use. The price
of potato land has advanced 30 to 50
per cent, and the market 18 strong,
evan atl such prices.

The banks in the county simply are
gorged with potato money.  Autoplows
and disk hurrows are belng purchased
by the farmers and fertilizer is being
purchased by the carload lot. - Train
after train, lomaded down with supplles
for the polato-growers, s moving
the lina into Arcostook County.
prosperity is not without its drow-
back, however, because tho price of
farm labor has advanced to Clvil War
rates, snd the county ls belng overrun
with automoblle and plano agents.
They wsre pleading with the farmers’
wives and daughters to insist that with
fortunes muade it is necessary to have
muslie in the home and autos In tho
roads.

TRUE ICTHYOLOGICAL STORY,
Dehorned Catfish and Sterilized Carp
in Eastern Oregon.
PORTLAND, June 15.—(To the Ed-
ftor.)—It has been & long time since
the days of Dun Dequllle, of the Vire-
ginla City Territorial Enterprise, and
his discovery and description of the
oyeless Tish 2000 feet under ground In
the Comstock mines at Virginia City,
Nev. Yet the writer of this had equally
as wonderful an experience with fish
of the cat and carp wvariety that in-
habit the Hot Lakes of Eastern Oregon,
near La Grande. The fish have beécome
accustomned to the temperatures from
long residence In the lake, the mud of
which is used by Dbathers for various

complaints.

To keep the fish from stirring up ths
mud and making it too thin . they
Eteriliza the carp from a recipe ob-
tained from Astoria, Or., which renders

them less active.  They also dehorn
the caillsh. These are driven Into a
framework enclosure something like

the frame they use to put shoés on
oxen. Then the gate Is shut and an at-
tendant takes a hnmmer and knocks
the haoarns off. Thus, while the fish
are one of the curlous attractions of
the Hot Lakes, they are prevented from
stirring up the mud and making it too
thin, DR. NEY CHURCHMAN,

Currants Grow on &8 Willow Tree.

London Leatter to Chicago Inter Oocean.
A horticultural curiosity is to be seen
in the gurden of Gloucester Laodge,
Portemouth road, Thames Ditton, Sur-
rey. the residence of Jumes Packham,
& member of the Burbiton council. A
gooseberry bush, & curruant bush and
an elderborry tree are growing high
up on a willow tree, to which they hava
by some mesans become grafted. All
are flourishing and frult {s torming on
the gooseberry und currant bushes,

Lovers in Church Invited to Marry.
Richmond, Va., Di=sprtch.

Annoyed by the lovemaking of & young
coupie during the service at Cape
Charies, Va., Rey. Asbury Burke, after
delivering his sermon, Invited the court-
Ing couple into parsonage to finlsh
the courting. The invitation caused much
blushing, bul was not accepted.

Oh, Well! g Pua's « Pun.
Chicugn Evening Post.
Portland re the Chicago boomers
with roses, thereby NE any impres-
=ion that It dotsn’t care a scent for us.




