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WHOM IT MOST CONCERNS

It t8 the ownera of small properties,
mvhio work on thelr own sccocount, of
people in ordinary lines of busin and
of wage-workers who neoed rady eme-
ploymeont—it ara the pe s
dr 7 CORCHT in careful and

moderate
and

Jiclent g
Judiclous
taxation.

But thersa ara thosa who
tha wvery ricli—a small ¢

VOTTUIN

public

1T, In
expoenditura

and
low

hnve

ss—alwinys

fora thelr ey and who demand In-

1 of public debts and extrava-

in ndministration, In order to

them. whi W
avant.” they say, It out of
the multimilllonnires” A most fool-
dsh endeavo for the very rich are but
o small number, and even thelr great
rwenlth 15, comparatively, but a amall
Mactor, Owners of small propertios
r the grenter part of the

of the country:; and mo=t of

stock even of the richest corpor-
ons ks I by n multitfude of amall

Nors, of whom have all their

abln .Ccapl 1 thereln

Is o problem, always, to keep tha
othods of aggregnt wenlth under
11 and rvepasonnble control. But

it is not to be dons by pi
e debts and levying high taxes. No
Id do 50 much to make
AT the owners of

amull or maoder
erties, and to those who have
or ocxpectation of sinall or
poersonnl
< o
nire
THEY “UNUBATEFULLY AVER"™
tdge Munls would seem, has a
T Lo exXpression .
A) the
X g mocratic con-
1 res endeavor.
Al ¥= Mun
i it ‘hen &)
o S ¥ the t
t eV Democrat in Multnomah
€ nty » gentlemen, in their
f ' on na power, ungrate-
1 A lemoorats are rank
Pt
. « blll 1= ictmaont. Iut
Jitdee Munly that when
these want to
and find the
< it for just suc

It 1z simply what
The “ingratitude’

i A proper .'---n]u.-l

method and per-
SRy
1 to blame the
r rt in the per-
rapt
them s
and entered
to draw

primary
nomination
and other
S0 1

‘Il-0nes

election

wdmit the

o ion of Indig
IMPROVED CHANNEL TO SFA.
The United Siates
L B th
O i

L nbin River
oy an  fncreased
Tl a coertalini s @ang
with yYessels of from
2 oot have been erossi
tar low 1

il qua

condition

s the
that vitally nece

the route to the sea in good

there will he sin lkelthood of ship-
OWHErg over ittemptis to ls=
ariminate agnais this Caol River,
Boundings mnd during ¢ maonth of
Muy show n depth of 10re than *$§
fest on the bar, sand 1t Heved that

the offtcial ri; 2 will make an even
Mmore tavorable showing, This is, of
course, much better than the depth of
& year ago, but it s only a beginning.

The work of improvement must be
pushed forward until there are not
than 40 feet of ‘water on the bar
at low tide. There Im a sufficlent
amount of water passing out of the
Cojumbin easily to produce this depth,
if it is kept in proper confines,

To connect * with this 40-foot
channel, which will be needed by the
£nips of the future, theres must be &
i0-foot channel in the river, which.
of course, will be easier of accomplish-
meant than the 40-foot channel on
the bar. The two projects must be
carried on simultaneously, however.
Vessels of 25 snd 26-foot draft now
pisa from Portland to the sea without
delay, where tweniy Years Ago expen-

lrs=

give delayk and lghterage charges
WwWere necessary for vessels of 16 and
17-Toot draft. The bullding of the
North RBank road to Portland
und Increased development through-
out the Columbin basin have

doubled and trebled the number
producers swho are Interested In im-
provement of this channel to the =ea;
and never again should any difficulty
ba expe need in securing the appro-
priatlons necessary to carry on the
great work.

of

THE ELECTION TODAY.

Fosslbly there may be some disposi.
tion 1o revive

the Reoepublican party
in Oregon. Possibly that sentiment
ik manifest itself today. True, in-
deed, this i3 not a political election—
not an electlon in which party issues
or divisions are paramount. Never-
theless Judge Munly is a Democrat
and 12 a candidate for Mavor as a

Democrat. Mr. Simon is the Republj-
can candidate, and =so, to an sxtent, it
18 & i Mr. Albee 18 the can-
didate Republican faction that
for a position that It hopes
it control of the Republican
hereafter.
iz the situntion for the election
.. Of course, wa do not for-
Socialists and Prohibltionists,
these partles has lts candi-
dotes, and each will poll no incongid-

LSE D,

of
contends
will
party

Th
of tr
Eet the
Each of

n

glve

erable vote.

In a loecal slection, like this, there
can be no clear divislon on party
lines, these local 1ssues many
Demoors will vote for Blmon, Con-

siderable numbers of Republicans will
vote for Albee. This |s a kick of a
Republican faotion that is “petering
out Mun!y will get & strong vote
party grounds. As it looks now,
Will be the second man In the race,
but Simon will receive as many votes
as both Munly and Albee.

Local questlons and issues all
aorts dre involved In this municipal
contest, and grreat numbers, perhaps a
Ereat muajority,

on
ha

of

will vate on the phases
may be pre-
to their minds, Yat ainly
number of voters will think §
L a vote that may
rehabllitation of the Republican
in Oregon.

of these guestions ns th
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FIERRERO AS AN OBSERVER,

nders of
lating

that t}

Slgnor Ferrero's stimu-
have begun suspect
shed Itallan may pos-

S, e n
wWOarks Lo

s dhistl

=Elbly 2amething of a George Ber-
nard Shaw am historians. His
1o of novelty and paradox is so ap-

nt that one half »stlions whether

€ Not bhe 1 Nnow and thon

a prelerence for startling effect
ovér sober truth. Of course thers is
nov inheront Impossibllity that may
right about the conduct. characters

motives of the anclent Romans,
aill other historians wrong, but it
inda Lo réenson that In & fleld where
has =0 many predeces By

of them among the brightest

in the world, {f what he thinks

he scées had really existed soms of
them wonld have been Hkely to find It
We must not forget, hov er, that
now and then a great discovery has
in plaln sight for thousands of
years, and savants have walked over
it and gtubbed thelr learned toes on 1t,

without s8¢ much as dresming that
anything worth awhile was there. Then
on n day came along somes man with
on his eyves and actually saw
Thus It was with Gallileo's first
W of motion Thus It was with
Darwin's formula natural selection
and the rival of the adapted.
Ferrero has put forwnrd some viewsa
of Roman histor which would under-

no scnales

it.

A
of

sSur

mine ETent o of fine poeétry and
make no énd of oratorical flights nb-
1 If they were to prove tenable.

8 Shakespearae's Cleopatra, for ex-
1 the serpent of old Nlile, shes
' age conld not wither nor custom

stale Ferrero has withered her aith
a stroke of his blighting pen, and
sformed her into a dl=agrecabie
hng, homely and cunning. To ex-

in the miracle of her performance
um, he has posed us with the
miracle Antony’s falllng in

with suct woeter.  Asglde from

v directed to the galleries,
has done one valuable
an history.
retation

of his

Fer-
service to
Ho haa applied to Ita

more thoroughly than
predecessors the economie
opinion the Important

+ ages which led up to the
splendid reign of Au-
consequences of

This opinlon,

taken
and in
viciasi

exdchange

not bhe overthrown
ater welght to the
cultiure, commerce

and than Gibbon has done
Or any g wding hilstorian, Ferrero
has undoubtedly brought us nearer to
the exact Still 1t Is one thing
o disg 3 anil another to trace

r effocts We may admit that
Farrero has done the flrst feat: ft is
by no means certaln that he has been
80 successful with the seeond.

rvations upon Ameri-

to Indieate that the

of Rome I8 neither a

obsarver nor yet o cor-

*r of what he does see,

ithe conclusion that he is

facturate In writing history

be strictly just, because a

wildk through the Hving

with his eyves shut and still see

of books, Inscriptions and

ments elearly senough awith his
mental I All' the same it was
hard to fool Gibbon concerning the
nffalre of his own time, and there have
been fow shrewder practical charac-
ters than Xenophon. Ferraro has

en writing soma articles on Amarica

.| for the Parizs Figaro in which he says

pmong other astonishing things that
our Government exerclses unheard of
authority over carporations. Supposa
the novelties he has published about
Horace and Cicora wers as lgnorant?
Of churse they are not, for Signor Fer-
rero has read all the documents touchs
ing on Roman history; but whers un-
der heaven did he get any such notion
about the relations between asur Gov-
ernment and the stiff-necked corpora-
tions? In his own country, the EOV-

ernmant ownse the rallroads. So does
the government of France, for the
most part, and that of Germany, too.
Here the most the authorities have
done toward controlling the raliroads
I8 to forbld with more or less success
the hablt of rebating and make some
doubtful regulations about fares and
combinations, The very idea of gov-
ernmant ownership or anything ke
real contral of the rallroads Is strange
to us and to many cltizens repulsive.
The fuct known to every student of
| Bacial subjects iz that corporations in
| this country do pretty nearly as they
|Iil;-.~. while In Euroape they are driven
! with a firm hand and a tight rein. The
| Bovernments of Germany, France and
| Tealy, tnough they have experienced
| many vicissitudes, have for aifl that
usually been in the habit of govern-
Ing. while ours has preity generally
applied the Jeffersonian principle of
permitting things to run themselves.
Govyernment with us for the first cen-
tury and & quarter of our National
life, admitting =ome potable interludes
of efficlency, consisted malnly in spin-
ning Intricate theorles about the con-
stitution and drawling =alurles and pen-
sions. Naturally, therefore, when the
ETeal modern corporations began to
develop, the European nations had a
marked advantage over Thelr

us,
governments faced the problem as
they had faced many othérs fust as
difficult, and mastered [t forthwith.

Our government began to debate about
Its muthority and ended in a sea of
words, while the corporatlons =trength-
ened themselves and finaily barely
miased capturing the eonstltuiton itself.
Very llkely in course-of time they will
be brought to obey the law svhich hns
first coreated and then taken

them
fright at its monsirous children, but to
say that they are tyrannized over ls
absurd,

THE FIGURES OF PFPROMOTERS,
Polltica! promaoiers at Portland, who

are endeavoring to commit the oity
to the Inaugurat'on of a municipal
Hght plant, In the construction and

management of which they expect to
have a hand, obtain and publish atate-
ments from officials ut Seattle to prove
how successful there,
nnd whart it

Seattie,

the

€5 1o the city.

syatem 'is

observe, Is in the bond-sgell-
Ing stage and constructlon stnge of
this busin Money |s plenty now—
=t coming In from bonds—and
projects of extension go fine om. v At
this tentative and In the 1
of private compe which there 1=

R struggle to crush, the natural thing

for thea promoters and officinls;, who
wish to justify themselves, = to reduce
rates, boast of and trust to future
on tp make up defleits. This Is

ocese at Seattle. It's the old

} in A town and city,
: ith the sams result Thea
reason lles on the of things, in
the general experie no at
public enterprise invol labor,
minagement, 8 efT V and
ceaseless care, can be oar o undar
publlc administra ns cheaply and
efficient *r private direction.
riratlion of the accuracy and

of

Hiness

the prooce & upon
which results are obtained from figures
borrows from Sesttle, some of the
advert nents put 1 by our ex-
ploiters to Influenee the vote at Port-
Innd tod: tell us that 1dor the sys-
tem of publle control “Senttle ts her

light at rates 100 per cent hel thos
Portland!"" That wounld cut out
the whole cost and make the supply of

ow
of

light at Seattls free. But vour po-
litical promoter, who exp s to ob-
tain the rewnrd for his patriotic en-
deavor somehow ‘out of “the ByEiem,

Isz"t troubled by a thing like that. He
is the high-mindec phllasapher, to
whom figures can’t lle, and who foll WS
“the truth,” whithersoever It leads
him.

WHY EMPLOY TORTURE?

In refusing the other day to convict
& burglar who had been rortured by
the police to make him confesas, the
Chicagoe jury perhaps allowed their
humanity to get the better of thelr
prudence, but |t difficult to blame
them for |t. The practice of torture
in the secret chambers of police de-
seems 1o perslst in splte of
Iiw and the teachings of ¢commobn
e It thinly disgulsed under
humorous name of .
but ¢i

Is

partments
ths=

“third degres,’
uging its name does not change

its nature, nor does It make evidence
thus obtained any more reliable.
Records from the days when torture
was a regular jud! | process to ob-
| tain evidence shows that it produced
much more falsehood than truth. A

witness upon the 1

K nvould say any-

thing hils tormentors desir in order
to Baoura a o ation of m ITY Or A
spoedy denth. more from the

kKnowledge that of fte piir-

pose that tor-
ture w clviiized coun-
tries by L i s0 often re-
tiulned here by the arblirary practice

of the pollce Iz no ore
of erlminal procedur
Obviosusly the

elves t

t to our aystem

police resort to It to
rouble. It is 80 much
wh passea for evi-
a prisoner or knock-

hig te

Ing

th out, or giving him the
“water treatment’” than it is to maka
an honest investigation of the facts
that the temptation to  officlals is
naturially strong. Their maode of life,
thelr assoclation with c¢riminals and
toughs, tends to brutallze them, and
i time they think nothing of inflict-
Ing: the severest § Jurles upon A per-
son to compel him to own to a Sup-
poaed crime. Of course, ir they tor-
ment him encugh, he will confess to
anything they accuse him of Evi-

dence wrung from a prisaner by tor-
ture hnes no welght In court. Jurles
invariably.discredit It, and the Chicago
case shows that thevy are even willing
to go farther and make It a groung for
requittnl. What Is galned then by AP~
plying the torture? Nothing except
perhaps some translent reputation for
acuteness In discovering crime.

With today'=s slection the end of city
gpovarnment by sus=piclon, prejudice
and whimsy Is doubtlesa In sight. Take
| the case of Chlef Camphbell. Mavor
Lane makes up his mind that the
Fire Department 8 all wrong in face
of frequent and regular demonstrations
that 1t Is efficient and well handied,
and he sets out after Chlef Campbell's
scalp. He has so far falled to get it,
since he has been unable to prove any-

thing against the Chief. The latest
trouble Is about those fire engines.
Bids are called for several engines.

| The specifications are propared unider
direction of the fire Chief, and thres
of the four fire englne manufacturers
of the Unlted States offer bids, utterly
disproving the Mayor's contentlon of
‘“fixed” specifications in favor of one
concern. But this one concern hap-
Lpens to submit the lowest bld, and the

[

Aiayor's Executive Board accepts |t
aud prepares to close the contract, But
ia the Mayor done for? Certalnly not.
He adopts the simple expodient of re-
fusing 10 sl2n the contract. Why? No
reason, except that he won't. That's
ail. But perhaps he will before the
courts are through, since to the courta
the matter has gone. Yet it is rather
discouraging to any person or firm
having business with the city to have
to go Into court to compel the city to
enter Into a contract or carry out an
obligation that was made or assomed
on its terms, and that is repodiated or
held up because the successful bidder
happens not to be persona grata to the
Mavor.

“The boldest band of buccaneers
that ever got together,” Is the classaifi-
cation given the Senate finance com-
mittee by Senator Tillman. It = per-
haps needless to suy that the fiery
Southern Senator must have been left
out on some of the crulses which this
band of buccaneers have heen making.
It was Sonator Tillman who, In making
& plea for an.appropriation for one
of the worthless navy-yards in his dis-
trict in the South, advanced the argu-
ment that he had “stoodl In” for every
appraopriation that had been asked for
by his colleagues for similar schemes,
without making too cloge a scrutiny of
Its merits. And yeot there are certain
fontures of this prolonged tariff legis-
lation that suggest that a less appro-
priate name than “buccancers’ might
be applied to qulte a number of the
patriots who have thelr Hngers In the
tariff revislon ple.

Through an injunction issued by the
United Btates Clrouit Court at St. Payl,
the Interstate Commerce Commission
has been restrained from enforcing Its
arder compelling the opening of the
“Portiand Gatewny” for pissenger
traffic bound to Seattle. Thisa order
will probably tle the matter up In
court until after the exposition lg over
and the need of an open gateway 18
less pronounced. The fallure of the
contending roads to reach any kind of
in agreement on this matter hardly
bears out the original reports of the
Harriman-Hill peace pact. The in-
convenlinee and annoyance that must
be experienced by the traveling public
until the Portland Gateway Is opened
should appenl! to the rallroad managers
with sufficient force to éause a change
in thelir policy.

United socletiea of German-Amer]-
cAns,

representing large part of the
German-speaking population of the
city, have Issued A sheet which at-

tempts anulyvsls and eompari=on of the
varions measures on the balot to be
used today, with recommendation to
the elector how to mark his ballot—
Y or No. Raeajection of the proposed
charter ig advised: also rejection of
the electric light bonds and the bridges
ot Broandway, Market and Sherman
streets.  Wlectors are advised to vote
Yes on the proposition to pay princt-
pal and Interest on water bonds out of
the water fund; also ¥es on the pro-

sal that the elty shall pay out of the

P oSS
water fund the cost of all mains of ten
inches eize or more. They favor also
the crematory bands

Perhaps Judge M

ed,

unly may be elect-
But The Oregonlan thinks not, He
s reported as having sald, last night,
that the election of Mr. Stmon would
be dlsgraceful and highly injurlous to
the clty, adding:

It Is due, perhaps, to this pervanive Taai-
Ing of drended publle svils at the menace
af Mr, Simon‘s candi ¥, an woll an to the
arcusing of the ¢ consclence. that 1

have had a gordisl receplion Ly the people
in avery part of the city visited by me

The statement (s not creditable to
Mr. Munly. It becomes not a candl-
date to speak thus about a compet!-
tor, and &t the same time to assume
for himself a character of superior
personal conscience and clvie virtue.
No specech Is lovely that carries such
assumptions, and a canting tone with
them.

“S8kinny" Madden, the Chlecago labor
leader charged with extortion by
manding $1000 for calling off a strike
which should not have been ordered,
has been convicted, but has taken an
appeal to a higher court. On being
convicted, M Madden sald that he
consldered thé verdict & “"bad thing for

de-

unifonism.” It Is hardly probable that
legitimate, honest “unlonlsm®” will
agree with its recreant leader. The

verdict'was a bad thing for the partic-
ular kind of “unlonlsm" exploited by
Madden For the gther kind, it was
decidedly advantageous, as it SEerves Lo
correct the Impression that all unlon
Inbor sanctions the acts of its leaders,
whetlier such acts are lawful or other-
wise.

Over in Helena the Government has
begun  suit

to recover mineraligzed
lands from the Northern Pacific. The
Government's attorneys there, llke

those in Portland, must be Young men,
who expect to live a large part of the
time the matter shall rest in the courts,

FPerhaps It swouldl clear matters up

somewhat In the quarreling Demn-
cratic party If it could be arranged
first to give every Democrat a jaob;

and then to pass out what I left to an
occaslonal Republican,

Ferhaps Lightweight Nelson could
“llek™ Heavywelght Mistah Johnson.
There’s no need of Jim Jeffries lowsar-
ing his dignity if Nelson can =ave the
white race from its present disgrace.

You might reach a compromise in
those thirtv-five initiative measures by
voting Yes on the few you understand
and approve. and No on thoss you op-
pose or don't understand.

Mr. Keliaher was loudest of all ths
candidates, saying they were in the
fight to finish. 1It's too bad that the
white feather has not a weaker voloe.

_—

Vota early today and not oftenar
than once, E=xcept that you should
vote No about thirty timoes, more or

less, on those .initiative measures,

Prisoner Martin, In the County Jail,
says oplum fs the worst enemy of
mankind, No, there is one yet worse
—the man who eats oplum.

Strange why the British should fear
German invasion. Every invasion thus
far has improved British chargcter.

The defeated candidates will find
in the roses the beauty and purity they
were 50 eager for in politics,

Roses, if nothing else, ought
cheer up the fagging candidates.

to

Don’t worry about & *fiood,"” There
ian’t going to be any.

AS TO UNEARNED VALUB.

HOW KELLAHER “GOES IT BLIND.®

A Frofessor of Politieal Economy Un- | No Previous FProvision for Installntion

Hin Wisd om It
PULLMAN. Wash, June G—(To .the Ed-
itor. p—1 was surprised to read your adito-
rinl oo “A Phase of Socialistie Jargon” in
the issue of June 3 The Oregoniun haw
too. high & standard to afford to indulge in
editorials of such a nature, which bdbring it
dawn to (he lsvel of aome of its eontem-
poraries In the Northwest; for The Ora-
Eonian's estyle and character Mave heen
above thaome of other papers io this parg
of the United States Wheg jyou refer To
the idea of *“unearnsd wvalues' (or “un-
sarped Ilocrements’’ or “surplus valus™) as
“merest gummery, fudzge, glhberish snd bal-
derdash™ you guin nothing. Language akin
to billingsgnte i» not reason or reasonablie
Whatever we wmay think about Socialism,
it J» but falr to acknowiedge the walldity
of certain contributiena. ESocialists have
made to #conomic thoughl Unearned val-
ues Involve renl problems. which are not
at prosent as pressing as they will be in o
dacade or two, When ¥Fou remark that
“the phrase, gnearned valoe, is never heard
except from the mouth of wome most shal-
low person.” you are striking out biilndly.
Frofessor Seligman of Columbla Univer-
alty, than whom there i» no more scholarly
sconomist in this ¢country and who b known
as a conservative, onoe remarked that Karl
Arx Wwas one of two of the greatest oco-
xnmlr thinksrs in the nincreehth century.
One of the keenest discussions of wvalue is
found im Marx's chapters on surplus vahuoe
It can do no hearm if we give Socialists,
or even adnarchists, a sguare deal Pas-

sionate bhigotry servea no good purposs.
Very respectfully sours,
CHARLER E. STANGELAND,

(Profemsor of Politicnl Economy.)

The HReply Direct.

Denr Sir—I have your letier of June 3th
You misunderstand. Your language |ls that
marely of ‘“‘bookish theorlc.” Our differ-

ance nrises, T suppose. from point of view.
Point of view, on élther aide, depends, 1 far-
ther suppose, on our different and differing
reintions with ths worid of affairs 1 rely—
and have nlwnys my own in-
itintiva ¥ou, a professor of political scon-
omy In an institution anpported by the
siate, rely on the state. You nre n Social-
=t perbaps don't know it—certainly don't
wish o ncknpwisdge It 1 detest the whnia
creed and all the suggestions of Hoclallrm:
for it ia n scheria to

relled—upon

compel the active,

carnest, industrious aod willing members of
to the ignorant, idie,
warthlems and vielous—to compol this polley
low
An to

soclety CArTy lazy,
by
n
"

proparty. my
man owning property s entitled—hns
right—to the growing value of |t From
¥Your letter 1 supposoe you think yourpelf pre-

position is that

pared o deny L Perhaps thiat is natu-
ral, on the part of one acoustomed to draw
hin support from the publle treasury. Whet
1 ecall the natural growtl of the property
to the awner you call “gnoarnod* and think
governmenl pug to take it away from the
owner 1 do n b or, If this be the
true dootrine or polley, thers can be no mo-
ceumulation af property

You stoudy your texthooks anfl dream over
them—I am o man who knows what “lm-
probiua Iabor i=. What T gein by my labor
nnd by the growth of the value af the prop-

orty I have acquired is rightfully mine. Of
oursa 1 puy all taxes But I Insist that
tnxes ehall bo moderate and reasons : and
I deay that the Government has the right,
or that It s ite duty to eonfiscate the vajus
of my property and ose {t for support of

“woclety”—an the notions of socialistle the-
oriste;, or any other. This theory of property,
mareaver, Is the thoory of those defined by

the Roman historian, as “eager for the
wenlth of others, prodigal of thelr own.'
Little s new In this old world

I say government has no Tight to confis-
cata the natural growth of one'a property
on the assumption that the owner has not
“earned' It Governmaeant may. of course,
confiscate one's whole property; bur Is 1t
right? Government Is omnipotent. But to

#et up the theory that Government may eon-

fircate growth of wnlttes iz 1o dostroy the
tinsis of proper and soclety The theory
that this (s secinl Jjustics is absurd, and
Fovernment would do well to mtop support
of colleges that teach such stuff The
sooner, therefore, the collegns of all the
Iand mtop commendation of Earl Mnrx =ms

great economie thinker" the hettor. Wers
you passably noguainted
modern lterature of eennomics
know that
loRg ago.
fted

eaven with the
You would
the dust heap

stale

Marx wns smant
Dan't guote
socinlist authors te

to
your discred-
me, There an't a
thinker or mun of affalrs who ddoesn't know
that mnat of the theoretical stuff taught In
the colleges. in the

name af
fconomy™ In A curss Lo the ro
the rest of it of no actus! use
L Bave not writtef VEery ecourtenns] 1
know. But Your leiter from the o nlr o

po

an

nl

air as to

SLOn. ¥ nt Fullman

for answor

I of ko lord
with plalnne
H 'W. 8
FProfessor Chas. B, Stangeland. “Professior of
Polltical Economy." Pullm Washipgton.

*

cnll

VANCOUVER'S COSTLY VENTURE.
Tried Munleipal Ovwnership of Lighis,
nnd Lost Heaviiy.

PORTLAND, Or.,

June &—i{To the
Editor.)—Whoever winis to know
something of the glory and beauty of
municlpal electrie lHsht plants should
try and find out something of the him-
tory of a similar venture, just across
the =tate line at the City of Vvan-
couver. It Is but a very f#w years
gince that city Invested In n complete

plant and secured a manager and npeg-
csgary force to run the establishment
—the people own, so to speak. By
some strange and mysterfous combinn-
tion of clréeumstances, the great publle
utility estabiishment began to deri-
orate, the lghts with equal regularity
Erew dimmer and dimmer, the bins
for light service got higher and high-
er, while the cost of operating nnd
maintaining the people’s own electrie
light plant kept stendily Inereasing. In
fact, the management of the public
utllity plant announced that It would
require entirely new egquipment, sery-
ite cables, atc. This, of course, meant
a new Issue of bonds, more tnxes
wherewith t0 pay more Interest and
many other plensing features which
form so Inseparable part of municipal
enterprise.

A ‘cry of despair had gone forth
from the sovereign texpayers—""Come,
let us dlspose of the public utility
plant,”” became the hattie-cry of the
citizens of Vancouver. “We have had
Al we want of eity light, with its of-
ficeholders, plants, wire-pulling, ete."”
They advertimed for hids, sold the plant
at o most mslancholy price and freed
themselves from the bupco ZEame of
municipal public utlilty sham. with its
extravagant expenditures and accumu-
Iation of debt.

E, C. BROWNING.

Hnansas Experiment In “Derp” Hooks.
Kunuas City (Mo.) Dispatch.

A girl In Ottawa, Kan.,, having been
told by her mother pot to bring 'any
more books from the lbrary unless
they were “deep” books, the next duy
marched up to the eirculation desk and
asked for Jules Verne's “Twenty Thol-
Band. Leagues Under the Sea.™

FPower of Mind and Teeth.
Philndeiphla THspatoh.
Elizabeth Nugent, of Bustleton, Pa.,
declared that In a fit of coughing she
had swallowed her artificial teeth, and
was hurried to a hompital, where, In
preparing her for an opeération, & nurae
found teeth In & seam of the girl's

dress,

{ either munieipal or privato:

of Lighting Plant.

PORTLAND, June 6—(To the Ed-
ftor,)—A few duys ago | asked Mr.
Kelluher, through the columuns of The
Oregonlan, whether or not the commis-
sfoners which will have charge of tha
proposed municipal Hghting plant have
had any experience in the operation of
an electric light and power system,
and =0 far
has not answered me. Why
It Is very ifmportsant that the commis-
slon have knowledge of how Lo oper-
Ate o system of this sort, as its suc
cesas depends upon the officers whom
they will select and the men
they In turn will alkoe select

Therae areé several municipal
In this country wlich are
et a profit and giving good
the same Ume and there
which nre doing
ail depends on 1
agod,

I wounld llke to nak Mr.
few more questions. FHas hée anked the
locnl powsr company whether they
will stupply power at a low rate of 15
or cents per kilowatt hour? If they
will, It would not be nocessary to Imsie
§2.000,000 of bonds and run the risk of
losing It by inefficiont operation.

Doss ha know that from 40 por cent
te 60 per cent of power generated

he noLy

servicoe
are  plants
r vory opposite. ‘This
ow tho plant man-

in

Rellaher a

nt

the power house by the turblnes 41 am
nsod
Is

assuming that water will be
Fenerate power, Inasmuch as It
cheapest and 15 the basis for I
pariative statemenis of the

to
the

plant and Portland's proposcd pl s
Iogt In transmission to w lamos and
: Has lte caloulated this?

will He put the pliont If it -is
constructed? Why Nas he not told us
hefore? Who has ever loard of n

power corporation {ssulng bonds befors

it has selectod
the opeératlon of the plant and o
quently the system depends as far
the supply of power goes? Who wou
buy a bond of a com of that s }
Why has not Mr. Kellaher come ot
with everything aad told us where this
plant will b= bullt and ¢f the oporating
afficlency of the men of the commls-

a powar site on %

sori?

slon? Are the peopie of Portland going
tao be misiead by n man who will glve

i¥ part of th information of an ex-
peEngive project of this sort?

Again, he know that there are
orationu: 3Mount Hood
Company, Oregon
pony mnd

Eleotric C

Oes

=ht Power (
land Water Power &
that Intend to h
Portiand in the @
companies In the T
to have a municipat lighting plant?
of Portland

the Fort-
MTpany,
to

nes

Monday the citizens will
doclde whether Lhis o will go farther
Into  debt and et o §$2.000,000

poWwWer sy¥aiem on

h meager informa-

tlon as .. K r has glven so far.
You should ¥ o on a thing lke
this. RICHARD DAVIS B B,

HIGH SALARIES OBJECTIONABLE

This Reason Urged Aguinst Clty Gov-
ernment by Commission Ameadment.

PORTLAND, June 5—{To the Ed-
itor.)—I want to Indorse what The
Or nian has sald about the pro-
Do 1 naw charier. -

It seems 1o me that the sald pro-
posed charter ought (0 be rejected be-
caunse of tha high salarles L proposes
to pay the city oflJeers—If for na |
other reason. The argument that high

sialaries will secure
tive ability Is fallaclous and mislead-
Ing, If not pernicious. A high salary
attracta the plander element in publle

bettor ndmin

T~

affaira. It does not atiract consclence,
or n high smense of honor. It appenls
directly to cupldity and perso A=
vantage. It 1s the pool in w tha
plunger swimas and srowas ponderoun.
An honest, self-respecting would
be watisfied with modeést compensation

and the gratification he would have
in the senss that he had servad his
fellow cltizens well and faithfully.

Nay, there are competent men who
would not regard the money compen-
sation at all, as George Washington
did not In the Revolutionary War. He
got his pay In a high senso of @duty
discharged, and there are men of that
Kind allve yet.

A man who rezards the snlary as
the chief thing in securlng a public
office Is not well qualifisd to Ais-
charge the duties of office to the high-
est and best interest of the publie. He
takes the place for his own personal
advantage and not from a g s of
diuty It 1= not abllty that 1is
needed In publle b mora In-
tegrity., more downright h ty. Als
most ity gRood average i hns
st enough fto run & ety office s
It sught to be run, but a £00d many

who have sense enough do not want to
run it thet Too

way. many regard
office ®m8 an opportunity to maka
money, by any means within reach—

and high salaries attract just that kind
of people.
The

] ries proposcd In
gested chprter, T thinle, are '
much as tk ouE to e, and for that
reason the amendment ought to be
voted down. LEVI W. MYERS,

Method af = Snake-killing Dog.
Lewiston (Me) Correspondence Phlin-
delphin Re d
Edward MecCoy, of thils cf
charge of a gang of men
peeling bark on the
Jacent to anviile,
ser, the camp dog, killed a slx-foot
blackenzke. The dog (Is a peculiar
gpecimen. with the trait of kKindness
to children, but lonthing a snake. The
dog circled ‘round and “round his
colled-up snakeship just heyond strik-

who is In
engaged in
mountains ad-
reports that Tow-

Ing distance, darting backward and
forward a® opportunity appeaved to
afford, unt!l finally the snnke was
caught off its guard, and, grasping e
back of the neck, he shook It ns a
terrier wonld a rat. On examination
it was found that the raptila’s back

wns broken in threoo places,

Flg That Barks Like a Dogz.
iMe.) Dispatch to the New TYork
World.

Fred M. Thim, of thils city,
known  electriclan and rallroand man,
has 2t his home In lower Beach street
a plg that harks ke a dog.

The black and white markinga
the plg are much ke a hound. TIts
ears also nomuch resemble those of o
hound In thelr sixe, shape and the way
they hang.

Mr. Thim has had many wvisitors to
B¢e the animel and hear It bark. AIll
say It is startilng to hear such sounds
come from & plg, and there s an im-
pulss to jump.

Saco

n well

of

Trolicy Polea ns Flre-alarms.
Philadelphia Dizpatceh,

When firé breaks out in Caldwsll, N.
J,, the firemen are summoned by bopt-
Ing upon the hollow steel poles that
oarry the trolley wires. When the first
alnrm s sounded others rush to the
poles with clubs, and soon the nir re-

sounds with nolses that may bs heard
for miles through the valley. Then
the . locomotive whistles In the Erie

raliroad yards gcream and the firemen
quickly respond from the four cornors
of the towrn.

Net o Romb, bnt a Bullfrog-
Camden (N. J.) Dispateh.

An Itallam shoemaker., of Hellevilie,
N. J.. was badly frightened by sounds
coming from & box which o stranger
azked him to hold for & while. Thinik-
ing a bomb was inaide, n policeman
was called. who opened the bhox, out
of which jumped a big bullfrog.
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WOE! WOE! IF THIS BILL PASSES.

Here's m Breezy but Truthful Letter ‘

on McKennn Mensure. [
PORTLAND, June &.—(To the BEditor)
—The saloon has long.been the football

of polltics, and logisintion dircetod agninst
the

saloonkeeper. the liquor dealer and
the brewer is the principal amesemoent b
many politiclans. The mixologist makes
4 fine target. and the misg=len thrown at

him are not bouguets, but meant s hort
ABout every the calondar han
refn worked at hia expense. In Partiand
this year he faces what seoms {o be aboyt
¥

scheme: on

t

the Inst word In legisiation this side of

wolifbition. My, MeKenna i after him,
MceRonna can thlonk of more waPs

& his life b fensone than any pio-

0

hibitionist yet heard from. If the Me-
Kenna becomes law  the Portland
| Hguor men will write & new Book of Job.
+ If the people of Portlnnd will drink,
Mr. MceKenta proposes that they shall
do 1t In sackeloth and  ashes. His law
confines thes retailing of 1 or to the ma-
lnon, nnd make# of the s=aloom a place
where none would journey unnccompanisd
by m colossal grouch. The thiraly who
have the temeority to entor a saloon will
drink on parads., becauss MceKesnna
Will have mo paint on tha plass door= op
wind . nor anvthing obetmucting Ml

|
|

=

‘orderly llnes.

view from the sldowall
may rubber In
tha unhappy
there be Joy
Chiirs

Those who walk

2 Enza upan
ither will
the saloon
nches o

and 1¢

rt Inalde

Tabon—

Hkewise ©

=oats iy Musle there may
noet he—even raph 1s on -the
hlackist-——and the salooukeeper m Yy not
Indulge a taste In 0o or ‘shrub-
bery. The npatron t stand wup and
drinkic swiftls thus fostering the treat-
for it will be dexirable to drink
y and b gone. Nothing but real
caoin of the realm will be age ad In ex-
change for lguid Jov Symbaols ar tokens
in Itne of beer checks, “come-harks'*
or “splits” are rigldly barred. The sa-
loon must consist of one room, with bhut
one eantranoce If the lea man Sumps ¥ our
shinbone with a 0-1b. hunk of congeal-
ment, don’'t ouss him out, but blame At
on Nr. McKennn
The hotelman {8 placed on the Tetined
i=st. He 1y have no bar, nor may he

kesp anything malt, spiritous, vinous or

Jaguous for snle. He may serve drinks
In his public dining-room, but only with
a meal, snd only In secaled botiles. He
may not serve o guest ln his room:. The
process of serving drinks with meals In
the dining-room s elahorate. The hotel-
man must o out his own establlnkh-
ment, make an outrizht pur of n
saloonkeoper, and bring the cods af
this transaction to his guest. 1 nnd

AT B th propor cerem and ade-

Ie
cork
him

emnity, ‘the boniface may drasw
The McKonna act ressresy
this inestimable privilege. AN

the
unio

drinks served in hotel dining-rooms will
require this stately though complicatled
funetion, beonuse only drinks fn sealsd
bottles may be served It will be sten
from ti that Mr. McKenna has an eye
particularly on the Insldious cock

that prellminary canter to a good dinnar
it is= a mixed Arink It must b
pounded. 1t must go. as must the
ous highball, the reckless rickey,
aering glo-fize, and all other
gurious, miscellansous and

L0m-
hilari-
the g«

drinks
determi

They are anathema They are m
The guest may drink, but, by Heck! h
w drink a whole bottle or drink not

Gr llquor dealer
re ey ipplled to Port-
milies The beer, wine .
home consumption.
uld make it Hlegal,
only to Heen=ed saloonkeeper |
citizen who hns = ir sldosteny
=aloon, and taken an occasional jorum at
odd times, In the aanctity of his home.

will have to replenish hls supplies plepe-
meal. at the saloon, or do witheut. This

means going to the xaloon and r

his purchose In fuil view of the : =
throng, and, be th he might ns
well treat himself or acqusintance
1t may meet, Inter § ceding to his
homs Ith a bundle under his arm and
such dignity of demennor as he can mus-
ter. All sultcases seen downtown on
Baturday nfternoons and evenings w not
be comin ‘om or going to Iroad
lepots @ boxes, lunch and

coniraptions
1% and some
make larger

nuocent-appearing

o multitude of =
wlora will have
pockets for Po
how
lnw

to

1ip

Just
the
uninwiul

other

rilund's trousere

wriggle
It

mny

the clubs
does not
to retail

will
Yer nappoar.
Hquor In
than that used [
und thaf room rest:
ing but one entrance, no ol benches
or =eats of a sart, no tables, eoither
canl, pool or billlard, no musle or games,
the clubs will not attrnet the gontlemen
who have hitherts Iolled in undisturbed
unfort at the Commercial, Arlington,
University, Elks, Concordia and othor
palaces of Jluxury and gool cheer.

Life Is roal; lifs is earnest, and a drink
iz not 1ts goal. Btill, it's often a friendly

around
being
oo
v pur-
d to hav-

paNes,

milepost. But {f we are good, wa

be happy, and Mr. Mekenna s trying t
make i His formula Is simp
Make blimed uncomfort; 1

consple to «drink at nll that

Bl xwe
Into retir

hammer the
or _« blind

sxloonkeeper
plg: put the
hotels eand clubs t of commisslon, and
put such & crimp in the wholesaler and
brewer fhat they will =211 out and mova
thelr businesses

Then—the

mant

FAREWHRLL.

JUG-HANDLED FINANCIAL SC HEME

S0 Writer Lahels Gothenburg Liguor
Pian 10 Mlob ClHy of Revenue.

PORTLAND, June 5.—(To the
Itor.)—What will be the re of
“a00,000-{n-1012" movemeaent, started off
#wnd carried along with such enthusi-

asm, If
comes

If

the Gothenbi
a law?
thin ecorporation
chise glving it a m
linuor trade of the (
for ten yenrs, under 1
it =hall pay to the
* 53500 yoarly, tho
ceive Into ft= tre Yy Noc more rovanue
A population of §HOD0 P12,
with present population, nor
would It recelve any mere untll the
expiration of the Gothenburg fran-
chise, no matter how grest the PoOpu-
lation

Putting aslde
tsn't thix a
achiems entiraiy
vate parties b
moyement?T Mossrs
Alllster advance the
thelr scheme is not only a solutlon of
the liquor guestfon, but s very ad-
Vaniageons to the city frem = paint
nf revenune, They fall to state wherein
this will be true under 2 population
grester than we now have.

Of course the Gothenburg plan win
not be adopted by the peopls, but the

r& potition be-
obinins
ppoly
af

]
of

fran-
the
Portiand
agTeement that
an average of
cliy will re-

elty

i

our

/i1 other argsuments,
jug-hn ed tinuneinl
In favoer of the pri-
the Gothenburg
Crofton and Moe-
nrgument that

specious arguments advanced by ita
promoters should be exposed so that
few, If pny, of our clilzents will be

fooled by them.

If we want “E00000 1n 1912
not want the propossd
EyEiem. Aany more than we want the
drastic and fapatien]l MeKenna act.
Hulf »n milllon populdtion (n three
years is not chimerlenl, snd progress
toward this muoch-wished-for conmum-
mation will continue along asane;

we do
Gothenburk

GECRGE L THOMPSON.




