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JUST THINKE ABOUT IT.

Have you property? Any property?
Are you an Industrlous and careful
and self-denying man? An Indus-
trious, carciul and self-denying
woman? Are you working and saving
and managing now, in the hope and
expectation of making soms accumu-
intion of property. which may bhe of
service io you and your deacend-
anis—Iin the ultimate, looking to the
welfare of the state?

Even now, If your properiy Inter-
easta are small, or nothing: If you are a
suburban resident, estoblishing your
own little home, you should obszerve
and remember that property can be
guarded and preserved only on a prin-
¢iple applicable to all property, great
and small. The larger properties
form a bulwark for defense of
the asmaller; and property is thus
preserved In all its many grada-
tions, Remove these barriers, and
wa #hall find the hopeless and des-
perate large class moving againsat
property and against rights of prop-
arty, in £ mass—contending for
chances in the smallest hape of the
dividend of plunder.
goes decper than the
lower mob or rabble,
aread s the shibboleth of soclalism.
It Includes all whose effort Is gok
specinl advantages for themselves, or
for localities, from taxation the
whole body of the community—that I=,
from conflscation of property in
locallty for benefit of property in other
places,
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question s asked,
would all Improvement, all
progrese?  Certalnly not. But let the
effort be judiclous and selective. In
thesa movements all should share.
Feopla who use water and gas and

electric lNght, and the bridges, too,
should pay for the use. There Is, In
fact, no sense In malntalning water

rates and not bridge rates. Thero is
40 Justice in requiring the clty to pay,
out of 1ts tax fund, a heavy charge for
the water it uses, after It hnas already
pladged (teelf to taxation for pasment
oI the bonds and the interest on which
the water plant has been establlshed.
Feople who use things should pay for
the use. There ia nothing of valus
that can be “free.” The cost must be
peid somehow.

All the tendency of our
chartern and our modern
has been to take away
through varlous devices, from thoss
who have accumulated {t by enNergy.
industry, foresight and thrift, and to
bestow the benefits on the Idie and un-
thrifty class. This s the trend to-
ward sociallsm. Nor does it stop here.
IL proposes to conflscate the superior
anergy and profits of
solf-deninl—of those who hope to get
on In the world—for the comfort, sup-
port and beéenefit of who think
Itttle or nothing ahout the wvir-
tues of Industry, of prudence, of fore-
sight, and who trouble themselves not
With thought of the morrow. Qregon s
taking the lead in this kind of legis-
latlon and in the polley that supporis

modarn
legisiation
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it. Such polley and legislation are
called “‘progreossive™ Not unless all
human experience, through all ages,

han been a lle. Nor can there be any
quastion where this, ultimately,
land Oregon—ahould not

zonwe of the people check it

would
the good

To mo small extent this situntion Is
before the peaple Port
Queations to be passed on the
tion of next Mmmday. l.ooso ldeas, of
soclalistio tendency—Ioose jdens of all
kinds—are In the
Lo votars
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who, out of all
proper relution with the nctual worid,
deem of Tnew
thought change the
basiz of soclety. Question is
whether there {x ballast enough for the

the by
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themselves apostles
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ship. We belleve there is The vote
on Monday will not be final, but it
will show whether the tendéncy now,
ufier the experience of the last five
Yuars, i one way or the other. There
i no party cuestion here. On such

a question thers are no Republicans,
no Democrats, It s a question be-
tween Judgment and sanity, and thelr
opposites. Undoubtedly there nRiways
will be for soclety a principle of re-
but why not keep the ahip
steadily on an even keel?

The Pacific Mall Steamshlp Come
pany has served notlce on the War Da-
partment that it will, on August 3,
withdraw Itz steamers from the Pan-
ama route. This news was not unex-
pected, Tfor it has been a long time
since there was mny profit in the line
s it i operated by the present owners.
The most suspleious featurs In connee-
tion with 1 Aannouncement Is that it
should foliow closely on the well-
cireulated report that the transconti-
nental rallrond interests had secured
control of the Amarican-Hawallan
steamship line. The latter Une, oper-
ating its steamers in connection with
the Tehuantepec Rallrosd, has muade
heavy Inroads on the business of the
Pacific Mall, and also with the busi-
ness of the transcontinental lines. 17
it has passed under contral of the rall-

covery,

4 ]

roads, it would be the natural and log-
ical thing for them to close down the
Paglific Mall, swhich has proven such a

| poor opponent for the American-Ha-

wailan line, with its modern steamers
and fine service.

A PHERASE OF SOCIALISTIC JARGON.

‘**Taking the unsarned value" 1s an
expression employed In the jargon of
Socialism—current in the mouths of
many a shallow talker: It is applied
to land veiues, that Sociallsrn wishes
to conflscate—to land values in ths
clties. becauss thess people have no
mind to llve in the country and work
the land and share its rising values.
Yet land wvalues In the country,
throughout our Northwest States, hava
risen enormously during the last
twenty years. Are the owners en-
titled to the “‘unearned Increment?”

What has incresased these wvalues
but the very game thing that has In-
creased the values of town and eity
property ? And If the ‘“unearned
value™ Is to be “taken’ by the state
In one case, why not In the other? Put
this up to the farmers and to the
owners of farm lands Propose to
take their “unearned increment” also.

Land that sold for ten dollars an
acre, or less, a dozen years ago, In
many a county of Oregon, couldn't
now he bought for fifty, in many cases
for one hundred. But your Soelalist
doesn’'t trouble himsealf about that land.
He thinks he sees more plunder in the
city. But as soon a&s he has plundered
the ity he will want to plunder thea
country, too.

“Taking the unearned wvalus” Is
veriest lummery, fudge. gibberiah and

balderdash, Land must bear taxa-
tion, of course. But the pretense that
the owner of land, elther in city or

country, has stolen Its value from “‘the
paople,’” belongs only to shallow ora-
tory or journalism.

There s no definition
value, never ocan be.
which only a modernte sum of money
has been Invested may have grown,
through opportunity and the favor of
the publie, to immense value. Is this
value to be selzed because “un-
carned' ?

A man has a large flock of sheap.
They increase In numbers under his
care, and double their value In a year.
Is the inc¢rensed value “uncarned”?
What roften rubblsh this stuff about
unearned value is!

This phrase—unearned value—Iis
never heard, except from the mouth
of some most shallow pereon,

of urearned
A business, In

A NEW ASPECT OF THE RACE WAR.

The rallrond strike in Georgia is a
formal protest of unionlzed white labor
against social equallty with negroes.
While the blacks have never yvet been
employved on the Southern rallroads
as engineers, many of them have bea-
come fAremen, and the object of the
strike which is now on, though In pro-
ceas of adjustment by the Federal
anthorities, s to drive them from that
occupation. The white firemen refuss
longer ta tolerate mnegroes in thelr
trade. Whether the enginesrs syvmpa-
thize svith them very strongly or not,
it 18 hard to decide. They have re-
fused to take out the trains, but this
they put ostensibly on the ground that
it 18 dangerous to do =0, slnee the
towns they must pass through are
ntly hostile to the colored firomen.
ery likely the pretended reason con-
ceals a determination to staend by the
strikers In all contingencies: Doubt-
les= the engineers are shrewd enougmh
to foresea that after black firemen the
next thing would be black engineers,
and that thelr own fate Is not very ro-
motely dependent on the outcome of
the present strike. Of course the white
people of Georgla are eager to help
the union firemen to victory. Any-
thing which favolves tha question of
race equality is sure to incite them to
passlonate partisanship.

Nelther in the South nor elgswhere
have the negroes shown any capneity
for organizing themselves Into unlons,
Thelr groas racial feellng |a so strong
that It leads them to protect criminals
from just prosecution, hut the sen=e of

& common cause which Indyces white
workmen to unlte fn cloze brather-
hoods they never have developed,

This may be from lack of Intelligence.
It may be from the fact that hitharto
negroes have not been employved regu-
Iarly In large bodles aut mining and
munufacturing. It {s a theory of the
advanced Inbor agitators that unlon-
ism, with all that #t implies, will de-
velop  spontaneously In any hody of
workmen swHen thelr environment Is
sultable. If this {s true, we must Con-
clude that when the blacks have be-
come a more important factor in mad.

ern industry than they now are they
will organlze. At present they are
5¢ o unite and. therofore industri-
ally helpless. "The corporations in
many other parte of the enuntry be-

des tho South have sought to take

advantage of this condlitlon of black
Inbor to ald them in thelr fights with
the whita unlons, They have found
the negroes exiremely useful as strike-
breakers,

The apparent inablility of the col-
ored workmen to organize Has lod to

two notable results, One af them is
that the shite unlons in the South
have added hatred of the NEgTro as a
strilkkebre r to thelr scorn of him as
a soclal inferior. Wae may falrly sup-
poss t} these bitter feellngs have

been reinforcing each other for several
years untll they have produced thelr
firat important cuthurst In the Gegrela
raflroad strike. Clearly the purpose of
the strike Is to eliminate the black as
an industrial competitor with Organ-
Ized white labor. The other result to
which we referred is & manifost deter-
mination on the part of the corpora-
tiong In the South to displace white
lubor with black becausa the latter oan
be more readily controlled. In many
employments It is probably equally ef-
ficlent with the whites, and if it Is
more submissive the prefersnce of the
corporations 8 ensy to understand.
This being so, it is hardly beyond the
truth to s&y that the white unions are
actually struggling for oxistence,
Upon the uitimate outcome of the fight
which they have now begun will de-
pend whether the wage-earning popu-
Intion of the South shall in the future
be white or biack. Hitherto in all
such strugsles the lower race has
finally driven out or exterminsted the
higher. We shall saee how it will turn
out in thls cnse,

Race antagonism fn the Sduth ia
more bitter now than it ever was be-
fore. 1t has come 1o such & pass that
negroas are as good as excluded even
from Federal appointive offices. and it
Is out of the question to expect whites
to work slde by slde with them much
longer or admit them to the unions.
Instead of healing, the trouble between
the races continually becomes exncer-
bated and spreads into new flelds. Who
shall say svhat the cutcome will be?

wealthy and educatad classes may
thank themsslves for it in large meas-
ure. They have .dellberate]ly embit-
tered race antagonism in every depart-
ment of life except labor alone, and,
now that the unions have caught the
fever, they need not be surprised.
Feellng Is as contagious ns smallpox,
and the lower classges in every com-
munity are sure to gagree on soelal sub.
Jocts with thelr superiors. Perhaps
this has besn (nevitable. We are in-
clined to belleve so.

The negro in the South i= an Insolu-
ble problem. Me {s not to blame for
taking every advantage he can selze
in the struggle for existence, Perhaps
the corporations are not to blame for
using his weakness and folly in thelr
warfare with the unions=, Certainly
the whites are not to hlame for fight-
Ing to maintain their racial supremacy
and the civilization which depends
upon it. As the contest grows mora
open and flerce, the blacks will find
themselves with fewer sympathizers
among the Northern svhites day after
day, and while the country will never
consent to see them reduced to a per-
manently sarvile status, It may for the
sake of peace undertaks the glgantic
task of deporting them.

A HISTORY OF WASHINGTON.

An excallsnt book s the “History of
the State of Washington," by Edmoand
8. Meany. Professor Meany, of the
University of Washington, has been a
resident of the state from the early
days. He hes been an eager student
of its history, and sn sctive particl-
pant in the life of the countryv. This
valume of 400 prges is a judicious
mean betweoen bare or bald outline uned
excessive detall. Properly, [t begins
with the period of discovery: and the
narrative is carried on down from the
time when Washington was n portion
of Oregon. through the territorinl
dnys to the days of statehood and the
present time,

The book has & good proportion.
This is one of the things mosat difficult
of accomplishment, in & work of this
kind. All  material facts are pre-
sented with a fudicious selectlon and
distribution of the matter. Down fo
the segregation of Washington from
Oregon, it i{s a history of the Oregon
Country. Then it tnkes up the spe-
clal and separate history of Washing-
ton,

It is a book of Interest for the pres-
ent time Clearly Professor Meany
has taken great pains in vérification
of dates and collation of fucts, Sepa-
ration of the history into Its chlef
epochs is an Important feature, vet
the narrative is continuous. The book
is not only valusble in itseif, for the
present tinte, but will serve for a gulde
and Index to future investigation,

WONDERING AND PONDERING.

What relation has the obwious fact
that Portland {8 to hayve a new ad-
ministration of affalva within the
month to the extraordinary activity of
the Lane regime in committing the
city definltely to certain pecullar pol-
lcles of its energetic head? Here we
find a sudden burst of activity for
spending $3,000,000 for an additional
pipeline fram Bull Run to {nerease the
supply of water, and at the same time
ETeat apparent hasts in signing a con-
iraet for 5000 water meters, so as to
diminish the use of water. The peo-
ple, two years ago, declded to enlarge

thelr water supply: but, if Mayor
Lane has done anything much mean-
while to carry out thelr will. it hos

escaped attention.
now?

Why such alacrity

But the public has nover approved

the unhusiness-like water scheme,
which was operate chiefly to cut
down the clty's revenues, To make
sire that they will bs reducey =till

more, It may be supposed, we are o
have 5000 new meters ordered in a
rush and instalied, If poasible, befare
the next Mayor (Simon, probably) has
4 chancs to take things In hand.

Of course, The Oregonlan is not ac-
cusing the Mayor of Irying to em-
barrass hi Iccessor or make him the
unwilling duary legates of his queor
policies It Is Just wondering a 1it-
tle, and pondering a 1ttle more over
what it sces. That fs all.

RATE DISCRIMINATION ADMITTED.

“To lower the general distance tar-
iff mentioned to where the Commission
believed It should go would have the
effect of permitting the Coast
with their very low water competition
terminal rates, to over-run Spokane's
Jobbing terrvitory.” In such remark-
able langusnge, the Rallroad Commlis-
slon of the State of Washington, as
per letter printed in another column,
is on record as favoring Spokane and
the rallroads, at the expense of the
consumers who desire the competition
of the “Coast towns.™ Exposure of
the pecullar attitude of the Washing-
ton Raliroad Commission ig not an
unexpected of the publiclty
glven the now famous Spokane rate
case, The Rallroad Cemmission wias
& speclal hobby of the Bpokane peo-
ple, and sinoe its inception has In ef-
fect “stood In" with Spokane jobbers
and the raliroads to prevent consumers
from securing the rates to which they
were entitied.

The Olympia dispateh in vesterday's
Oregonlan indicates that the Commis-
sioners aro somewhat disturbed, as
they well may be, over the disclosures
which are now ineovitable, It is doubt-
ful, however, if any more damaging
evidence can be presentad than the
letter of Commissioner Lawrence,
printed in another ¢column.

Here s certainly o remarkabla ad-
miszslon to be made by public officials,
eleptad, not eolely nnd exclusively by
Spokane jobbing Interests, but by the
consumers, who out-number the Job-
bers more than a thousand to one. In
no other way could the Coast jobbers
“oveérrun Spokane's Jjobbing territory””
except by selllng goods at lowar prices
than have been secured by the Spo-
kane jobbers. This the Washington
Rallroad Commission 2eems to have re-
garded as a calamity. As for the rail-
roads, the only excuse they have evar
prétended to make for favoring Spo-
kane ot the expensa of the Coast ports
and tha Inland Empire consumers,
was that Spokane grumbled so amuch
over Coast sggression that the dis-
criminatory rates were Bitven har to
quiet the noise,

If the Ratiroad Commission had
power to make a 20 per cent reduc-
tion In rates, it certainly had power
to reduce the riste “tn svhere the Comi-
mission belleved it should E0."" Fall-
ing to lower the Spokane protective
Tales ta o point proportiohate with the
spocial class and commodity rates, the
Commission deprived thousands of
consumers In Spokane territory of the
bonefits of legitimate compatition,
mads possible by the “low water com-

towns,

result

petition terminal rates™ As a Etudied

Whatever it may be, the whites of the'

. moralization

systematic method of cinching the con-
sumer by denying him the bhenefits of
this competition, which Pacific Coast
jobbers alone could supply, nothing
approaching the remarkable policy of
the Rallroad Commission has yvet ap-
peared In comnnection with the cele-
brated Spokane rate case,

The officia]l communication of Com-
missjoner Lawrence is & most compléete
and effective confirmation of the
chargn that Spokane has been unduly
favored by the rallroads. The unwill-
ingness of Spokane to be contented
with much more than she weas entitled
to has pulled down the entire rite fab.
ric of the West, and, in the general de-
resultant, the unfair
methods by which Spokane bullt up
her trade, at the expense of the con-
sumers and the Pacific Coast jobbers,
stand forth in bold rellef. It ls not a
disclosure that reflects credit on elther
Spokune, the railroads or the Wash-
ington Rallroad Commis=ion.

The big lfe Insurance companies of
New York compialn a good deal about
the effect of the new legislation In that
state upon thelr business. The lawa
passed through the offorts of Gover-
nor Hughes limit the amount of new
business which the companles may
write each year. They also forbid re-
bates, loans to agents on the security
of anticipated commissions, and so on.
Undoubtedly these laws have caused a
falllng off In the business of the com-
panies. But other influences have been
at work also. For one thing, numer-
ous emall companies have been organ-
ized, and the dlsgust of the public with
the Improper practices of some of the
officials of the old companies, as shown
In the

Armstrong Iinvestigation, has
led them to insure in new organiza-
tions which possess less capital but

which, upon the whole, are probably
quite as reliable. That the falling off
has been serlous may be geen, for ex-
ample, from the statistics of the Mu-
tual Life, of New York. At the close
of 1808 that company had lost §151.-
000,000 worth of business, compared
with its condition three years before.
But this doéx not show the full effect
of the blow, for during those three
years It wrote $236,000,000 worth of
new business. Its total loss, therefara,
on old pollcles was almost $400,000.-
0oo, To be accurate, this loss, as
shown from the sworn statement of
the company, amounted to $387,.425,-

819. After all, It pays to be honest.
July wheat sold at $1.20% per

bushel yesterday, and, unless Mr. Put-

ten takes another wvacation, It will
probably climb up past the figurs
reachel by the May option. Cash

wheat s0ld In 8t. Louls at $1.62% per
bushel vesterday, and the Eenceril situa-
ation throughout the world wne de-
cidedly strong. The Sphinx-llke si-
lence that is noticeable at the head-
quarters of Secretnry Wilson is In
strange contrast with the loquacity
wwith. which “Tama Jim" announced
thiat his farmers would swamp Mr.
Patten and his wheat corner with the
tremendous offerings from those 143,-
000,000 bushels which were stlll in
farmers' hands on March 1. It will be
some months, probably yvears, before
the sure-thing men of Wall street and
Pittsburg again sell wheat they do not
own, simply because Seeretary Wilson
assures them there s plenty of it In
the country.

It should bs known by the world
that Ostrander, Wash,, is in Cowlitz
County, and not in Lewls County, as a
Chehalis correspondent averred in un
Oregonian spacial Monday. The ftem
was important because it referred (o a
square timber-—an Immense *“tooth-
pick™—sent to the A-Y-P HExposition
from Ostrander., and Cowlitz County,
not another, deserves the credit for lts
growth and manufacture, This is one
of the means Cowlitz has taken to ad-
vertise ltself, and it does not want
benefits to he conferred on a neighbor
when they belong elsewhere,

Mr. MeDanlel, doubtless = mizhty
good man, is the candidate of the Pro-
hibitlonists for the Mayvoralty. Mr.
Albee Is the candldate of the Goody-
Goods, of the elect, of the men and
women who themseives are above all
human frallty—while ths Prohibition
candidate Is opposed only to those who
a¢ll or use ligquor. As for Mr. Kella-
her, he keeps a liquor shop and doesn't
train with eithar crowd, Now vyon
muy have reform in any of thess warl-
ous kinds,

The attendance ai the opening day
of the Lewls and Clark Expoaition
was 30.677. The attendance at the
A-Y-P Exposition was 50,286, it
should be borne In mind that within

casy reach of Seattle, sny within sev-
enty-five miles, there are now more
than twice as many people as theéere
wero four years ago within the same
distance from Portland.

Orchardists in & Northern Callfornia
county are thinning their peaches, It
requires more nerve than the average
min possesscs to do this In a yvear
when prospects show that kind of frult
will be scarce, but it pavs. Year by
year. thinning is profitable labor in any
man's archard,

Mr. Albee and Mr. Kellaher, stanch
champlons of the direct primary law
when they ran on Statement One for
the State Senate and elected Chamber-
Jain United States Senator, do not fa-
vor the direct primary method of
electing Mayor of Portland.

Judge Webster, County Court, with-
holds the stlary of Judge Gatens, Clr-
cult Court. Tt would be interesting to
see Judge Gatens pass on a sult to
withhold Judge Webster's unesarned
salary, for the latter's frequent vaca-
tion periods.

Beattle appears to be surprised and a
trifie disconceried that the fair gttend-
ance on the second day was small, fol-
lowing the great first day. Beattle will
learn that thera are other Falr dayvs
besides opening days.

Harriman stocks have advanced
maore than two points since the “hsad
of the house" set sall for Europe.
Now, if we can induce Mr. Hill to taks
a sea voyage, Wall street would have
a regular jag of Joy.

American steel stocka will in the
future be obtalpable on the Paris
Bourse. American pold bricks will
stil]l ind the best market in “Little Old
New York.”

Some bright mind has referred to

the Dsmocratic party as “a tradition
and a nolse.” That's about 1t.

—_—
Rather than bet Mr. Josselyn $100,
Mr. Kellaher ought to bet his boota or
even hix iifu

]

SILHOUETTES

Vanity is a mist that vapors around in-
significance.

- .- ®

Our worst and most unendurable {lls
are Imaginary anes.
- - -

Naoml. daughter of ¥Enoch. was 630
years old when she was married. A ot of

Portland society girls should cheer up.
- - .

The woman who cries for an hour never

gets it
- - -

It i= a paradox that looss habits gen-
erally stick closer to a man than any
other kind.

- - -

Wanted—A. coffin In which to bury fthe
Dend Sea; the saucer into which the
cup of misery overflowed; a palr of Bpec-
tacles to fit the eves of Justice.

- - -

Many people think themeelves perfectiy
virtuous bacause, being well feill and well
protected. they have no tempintions. They
dom’t distingulsh befween virtue and vie-
turls:

- - -

The man who forgets a great deal in his
life is happler than the one who remem-
bers too much,

L -

It {= & poorly filled mind that holds only

other people's thoughts.
- - -

The richest man in the world with his

clothea off is no .‘.bettﬂr off then o pauper.
- -

Littls girls are much interested In the
man in the moon. When they grow up
they will take more interest fn the man
in the honeymoon.

- - -

Thers are many who can hold Anything
but thelr tongues, koep anything excapt
their word, and losa nothing patiently ex-
cept their characfors.

- - -

Hs who courta disgrace i= sure not to he
Jited.

- - -

Advice s llke snow—the softer it falls
the longer It remains and the deeper it
sinks,

- - -

It i3 much easler to discover small

fauits than great virtues.
- e .

Fontanelle demeribes a lover nas one
who in his anxiety to possess ansther
loses possession of himself,

- - -

Love's Labor Loat—A brass band ser-
ennding a deaf and dumb asylum.

- - -

Some corporations are fined so often
they should arrange with the courts
for & yearly rate.

- - -

Eald a thlef to n wit. “There's no

knowing one's friends wuntil they've
been tried and found steady.” Sald
the wit to the thief. “All yours, I pra-

sume, have been tried and found Eullty
aiready.”
- - -

I've often wondersd If when a ship

makes port the crew gets any.
. . -

it Is ensler to make up one's mind to

early rising than one's body.
- - -

The world doesn't know a fool's in-
frmities half so well as o wise man
knows his own.

- . .

A patient I8 in a bad way when his

dizense is acute and his doctor isn't.
- - -
Only & woman's face

In the dark night and enld,

But, oh! the ghost of a vanished ETRCO

And the pitiful tale it told;

Wrapped in a ragged shawl,

(Why was It not her shrond?)

It looked as white as the moon that
night

Through & rift In a driving cloud.

- - -

It Is eany to say grace, but difficult

to possess |t
- - -

The happlest man Is the benevolent
one, for ho owne stock in the happlness
of all the world.

- - -

Time 1s an Industrious plowman, for

he turns out the most furrows.

Georgia’s Novel Inaugural Ceremonles.
Boston Advertiser

Gaorgin will Inaugurate her new Gowv-
ernor June 2§, and the ceremonies will be

novel in thelr lack of gold lace and such

fixingse. Mr. Brown has sald that he
doesn’'t want nny. Ho says he Intends
to get off the streetcar, walk ovaer to

the Capltol, unless It 18 raining, and wnit
for the Legisintive commities to ecscort
him into the hall before tho jolnt ses-
slon. Then, after taking the oath sand re-
célving the great seal of the state, he will
dellver his Inpugural address and go to
the executiva offlos. That is n good
augury for a sensibls adminlstration of
state affairs,

Have They Had Experiencer
FORTLAND, June 1.—{To the Editor.)—
In looking over Mr. Hellaler's letter In
The Oregonlan of May 27, T notice that he
rays ‘“‘the first commission will be com-
posed of Messra, W. L. Morgan, . A.
Blgslow and Danlel MeaAllon, who will
have absolute control of the $2,000,000,"
ete. May 1 ask whother any of the above
gentlemen have had any experience In
operating an electric light and power sys.

tem. either municipal or private?

RICHARD DAVIS C. B

Two Watches Grow to 350,000,
Baltimore Newa,

A Jeweler In the Paclfio Nortawest,
who 35 years ago traded two watches for
two small lots of land, has made $50,000
out of the land.

THE QUARTETY.

Thera Is a man who detests Sham,
He's pure nps Mary's Httle lamb

And bears his Cross without a qua'm—
It's Albes, .

Amd then another, a Party Hoss,

Who woukin't ==ttle with a toss
Which of the bunch should skin the Boss—
‘Tis Munly.

The third Reformer In the fight—
Cock-sure that he alone is right—
Whose battle cry s “Light—more light!™
Is Kellaher.

Each of the three has gull enough
To fill the public ear with guff
That he alone is proper stuff
For Mayor.

But there's the fourth, who doesn't jaw,
Decides that he his wood will saw—
A product of the primary law—

That's Joe. —F. R

Birds Which Fly at Night.
!5|n:|ln.u'!uu'.|l L&”‘ -

e grent horned owl, o _worzat forager.
%g mow owl, & Winter visitor
‘The long-sared owl, friend of the farmer.
The short-pated owl, nests noar the

sTound .

The screech owl, nolstest of the family.
The Arcadlan owl, small and seldom seen.
The barm owl, called “monkey-faced owi.'”
The burrowing owl, =ald to live in the

4

The. : 4 -hlwk.'l%?t a hawk st
:}p-ponr- famous for
“m' :hm_k-wﬂ'i’l-ﬂdn'. much

all
its song.
like the

| HELPING ALONG THE GAME OF SPOK ANE

Rallroad Commission of

Town as Asninst the

Washington Puts tself on
Cliles—The R

Hecord for the Intertor

Const Clt emarkable Caose of Mr. Vawier
and His Tractlon ne,
The oxtent to which the.raflroads In reply will say that we will Be ploesed
and the rallroad commission of the | 1o Iake up and investiznte

state of Washington have favored Spo-
kane at the sxpense of the Inland Em-
pire nnd the Const johbers stands out
in bold rellef since the present agi-
tation over the Interstate Commerce
Comminssion declsion.

As an [Mlustration of the workings
of this dlscrimination i{n favor of Spo-
kane nothing could he plainer than a
transaction which was salled to the
attention of the Washington Rallrond
Commissloners more than two years
Ago. George A. Vawter, of Northport,
Wash.,, on October 9, 1006, shipped a
traction engine from Rosalls, Wash.
ta Spokane, a distance of 86 miles. The
ciarge at regular tariff rates was 234,
Ome week Iater, tha same engine was
shipped from Spokane to Northport.
Wash.,, a distance of 48 miles, and the
fraight thereon was $23.76. Mr. Vaw-
ter, through his attorney, filed a claim
for $16.50 overcharge with ths rail-
road company, basing his figures on
the rato charged from Spokane
to Northport. The rallroad company
paid po =mttention to the claim and, on
April 18, Attorney Bherlock, of New-
port, appealed to the Washington Rail-
road Commisslon for rallef from what
he very appropriately termed “unjust
diserimination.”

The rallroad commission’s answer to
Mr. gherlock’s protest ia a perfoct,
clean-cut, unqualified admission that
Spokane johbers are belng protected by
the rallrcads and the rallroad com-
misslon, solely and exelusively for the
purpose of preventing the consumers
from enjoying the advantages of the
campetition of the Coast ports to which
they are entitled Following is ths re-
ply to Mr, Vawter's ettorney:

Olympla, April L 8 17 —Alvah E.
Eheriock, Attorney-at-Law Newport, Wash.—
DPoar 8ir; Your latter of the 18th of Apeil
referring to a clalm of Géarge A. Vawter, of
Nawport, Wash,, and demiring t0 lay the
claim efore this Commiesion, on an over-
chuarge on n traction engine shippped from
Romsalla 1o Spokans and then reabipped Crom
Spokane ta Newpost, has betm received.

any <claim for
overcharge which the Northern Pacifc Rall-
way Company vTefumes to pay. Buch a ¢iatm
should firm be presented to the company mak=
Ing tke mame.

While we have no jurisdletion ta enforos
the ciatm for an avercharge., we have hesn
able, In many (nmstances, to aMow the mature
And amount mo  clearly that many such
charges have bewn pald which had hoesn be-
fore Tofueed. .

Concerning the particular overcharge you
mention, this s due tg the fact that all
Evadn  ahippped from surrcunding towns to
Epokane ars shippped under the Reneral dls-
tance tariff rateas, The firer slilpment from
Romalln 10 Spokane, as ¥iated, wons mads on
this high gemernl dlatanes tarlif, the pecond
shipment from Spokane to Newxpart was mafs
suder the lowsr -commodity e Thess
ritea have been In affec: for a long numbes
of yearw,

Last Summer in considering cortain rates
fdevired by the cltizens of Walle Walls, we
made o reducilon in  the Fenernl  Jddstance
tarilf equal to abomt M per cent, which seill
leaves the tariff 78 to 80 per cent higher
than the specin! clams and cémmodily Taies.
This inequality s subject to eriticlem and ft
la the Intemtiom of this Commission to take
the matter up st as early m date ns practl-
cable with a view to adjusting the same. e
might sy that the reazon wideh praventsd
A& propar adjustment lapt Summer was the
fact that Spokane and other towns in Easern
Washington and Northera Idaho simlilarly wite
usted were paying on shiptients from the
East, the rates to the Coast, pius the looal
rates back to the Interior. and to lower the
general distance tariff mentloned to where
the Commission belioved It should go would
effect of permitting the Coast
towns, with their very low water competi-
tion terminal rates, to overrun Spoliano’s
Jobbing territory.

Belleving that Spokans would tn the near
future secure much Jower ratek from tha
East, the mattor wos held in abeyance pond-
ing much determination as will probabily be
made by the Intérstnte Commerse Commis—
slon in the cese now under consideration,

We are making this mtber full axplanation
to show, not only why the Jdifferance In
frelght memtioned by you &oes oxist at tha
Present time, with some ressons why this
dipcriminstion was not removed lam Suym-
mer, but also what the plans of ths Com=-
misslcn are concerning the same, Reepectfully
youns,

THE RAILROAD COMMIBEION OF WASH-

INGTON. (Blgned) J. C. LAWRENCE.

Member of Commission.

MILEAGE 0F WORLID'S RAILWAYS

In 10 Years It Hnos Increased 140,137
Miien, or 23% Per Cent.
Rallroad Age CGazette.

Again the Archiv fur Elsenbahnwesan,
published by the Prussian Ministry of
Public Works, lssues its siatistics of the
rallways of the world covering the year
1907 mnd the nearest year for which sta-
tistles nre nvallable for the United States
and Canadn, the year. ended with June,
1907. 1t findy In the grand divislons of the
world the following milesges, strect rafl-
ways and soma other light rallwayvs not
heing Included: :

0l World.

1)

Austrnlasin

Total

- -220, 689
Or G04,8687 m

in the whole world.

In this divialon the West Indies are
glven to Houth America. All oexoept tha
Isiand of Trinidad belong perhaps more
properly to North Amerlea, They have
2745 milles. As the flsures stnnd North
Amerion hng 34 por cont more  rallway
than Europe and nearly as much ne the
whole of the Old World,

Compared with the previous year Eu-
ropa Increased its rallways by 2917 miles
{135 per cent), Asla by 16258 miles (3 per
cent), Afries by 98 miles (5.7 pér cent),
North America by 7637 miles (2 peér ceént),
South Amerioa By 1280 miles (4 per cént),
and Australasia by 51 miles, or 3 of 1
pPer cent. Aust asia, beside Australia
and New Zealand, includes the Hawailan
Islands, with 80 miles of rallway. Of Bu-
ropean countries Russia buflt most rafl-
way in epite of ite special difticultias,
1646 miles, as It 1s likely to do hereafter,
bectuss It needs them: France was next,
with 431 miles, followed by Germany, with
411 mlles. In Asin Britleh India led, with
908 miles, followed by Chinn, 464 In
Afriea nearly all the progress was in Brit-
Ish Bouth Africa, where the addition was
362 miles (B3 per cent), the French pos-
sessions {including Madagascar 461
milea (8 per  cent), and Egypt. 1583
miles (6% per cent). The Archiyv glves
the inerense from 1503 to 1967, which Is
6.8 per cent for Europe, 2L.5 pér cent for
Asia, 244 per cent for Africa, 12.4 per
cent for the two Americas dnd 7 per eent
for Australia,

Tho growth In Asla and Afrlen Is not-

able, and the Indications nre that in Asin
especially, and In China particulnrly, (t
will contlnue. The Chlnese now inglat
on bullding thalr own raflways, and they
are making very clumsy work of it, the
art of comblnation bHeyond a cartain de-
groe seeming to be beyond thelr present
Erasp, but thoy at last want the rafllways,
and In on# way or another they are likaly
to get them. In South Amsrien, of tha
1380 miles opened In 1987, %94 weore in
Argentina, 102 In the West Indles, 115 in
Peru and 114 in Brazil.
Sinee 1807 the world's rallway mileage
has Increassd 140,137 mlles, or 28% per
cent. Asla has nearly doubled Its mile-
aze, and Africa has gailned 45 per cent.
Much the largest gatn has been in North
Ameriea, howsver, The Archiv's statis-
tics of the capital Invested in rallways
cover about §5 per cent of this mileage
and show a total of $41.774,000,000, and it
the other 15 per cent have cost at the
fame rate the world has put over 349.-
000,000,000 Into these Instruments sinoe
Goorge Btephenson was & youth., As the
population of the earth s estimated by
the best authorities at 1,656,000,000, this
gives an investment of $31.560 an inhab-
itant

- Mr. Gerlinger May Recousider.

PORTLAND, June L—(To The Edltor.)
—Just a few wonds to L. Gerlinger re-
garding the proposed construction of
what s generally known as the “Broad-
way" bridge across the Willamette River.

Your opposition to the proposed proj-
ect Is apparently based upen a selfish
porsonal intersst .

We are nssured by the officlals of the
Portland Rallway, Light & Powsr Com-
peny that whether the proposed “Broad-
way' bridge is constructed or not, the
present joop of the Wast Side ecar sye-
tam will be maintained at Sacond and Al-
der streals, right In front of the Ger-
linger bullding, so there will be no fuor-
ther need of your warrying over the mat-
ter. The Gerlinger bullding will lose none
of ita prestife should the people of Port-
Iand In thelr wisdom grant to a very con-
siderable portion of thelr number the

needed facility for securing rapld and
uninterrupts means of corossing the
river.

With tha SBecond and Aldar-street Joop
and the Gerlinger bullding eafsly assured,
Mr. Gerlinger's fear of a “erampad har-
bor’' may be reconsidered on his part.

J. H. \NOLTA
For Spite, Skunk Farm Is Sitarted.
Newark, N. J.. Dispatch.

Because Oscar Neldt refused to move
his animal-rendering plant near Tren-
ton, N. J., on the request of Ephraim
Rockhill, a mnelghbor, the latter has
started a skunk farm: for spite. The
skunks are making things unpleasant
for Neldt, and he threetens suit.

PROF. TODD ON MARS PROBLEM

He Belleves That Consclous Life Is Pos-
sible on the Planet.

Edward K. Tituas in Boston Transceript.

“My observation of the ‘canals’ of

Mars on the Andos expedition wa= not

wholly econvinelng ™ says Profeasor
Todd. “animal life on Mars st the
present time 18 possible, but the gen-

eral dArift of astronomical opinion Ia
agninet that hypothesis. Nature seoems
to N1l with lfe every nook and cranny
whore 1life can comfortably exist, and
it meems ceortaln that Mars bhad con-
Sclous life at some past epoch.” But as
Ita present temperature and ntmosE-
pheric conditlons might be surmised (o
be somewhnt like those prevalling at
the summit of Mount Everest, or even
higher stiil, 1t is difficuit te concelva
thet animal lfe still exists there™

Frofessor Todd, however, still be-
Heves that consclous lire i= Jurt pos-
sihle on Mars, and if existent, in view
of the more advanced development of
the planot, Its peoples should be nt
R more advanced stage of evalutlon,
and hence more famillar than we with
the physical facts of the universe. If
80, IL becomes possible that they have
for some time been trying to reach us
by slgnals through the ether with the
fareces which we employ In wireless
telegraphy. And If this poasibllity be
admitted, there could hardly be & morae
favorable time to atiempt to receive
such signals than when a balloon is
At & high altitude' beyond some of the
surface disturbances. Henoe, the Mar-
tian incident to Professor Todd's come-
pressed-alr experiments.

The use of the Hertzlan waves that
bear the messages of wliraless teleg-
raphy Impresses FProfessor Todd an
about the only possible meoans of fuch
communication between posalble Iife on
both planets. Ether parvades the uni-
VE&rse, as [t transmits heat and light
waves through an Infinltude of space.
Why not these electric waves, too? The
present limltations on wireless teleg-
raphy are regarded by him as dues to
the wvery Incomplete knowledge of
physleal facts Roughly speaking, he
Bays, It Is a little as if yoy wera trying
to strike high C on a plano, and in or-
der to hit that note ¥ou had to strike
@ll the notes of the Instrument below.

The proposal to fineh a mMOsAage to
Mars by great mirrora Professor Todd
supposes may have bheen Intended by
Professor Plckering as o pleasantry,
He thinks it would he next to impos-
sible to hit with the flash a little ob-
Ject like Mars 39,000,000 miles Bway;
and when the planets are near each
other, the earth i{s betwsen Mars and
the " sun. so that the Martians could
not easily see the fash, because they
would be looking toward the sun. It
would be possibie. howewvar, for Mars
t> send a flash to us that could ba
clearly meen during our night time,
loaking out away from the sun, in
case the flash should hit us. Of couras
Professor Todd takes the view thai in
nll  probability thero will be “"nothing
doing” heavenward, when he sends out
his wireless antennae, the principal
question In this respect being whether
the bulloon will get above the meles
of signais fiying between Government
siatlons, ships and back-yard gma-
tours,

1f it should ever seem that signals
were being received from Mars, ths
questlon would arlse how to find some
basis for communication. For n start-
Ing point there would be one common
basls of experionce in the alternation
of dny snd night and the seasons, and
in distance, which should muke pog-
sihle some numerical and other aym=
hols expressing these facts It would
be a fascinating problem for crypito-
graphers, and one could dream indefl-
nitely how some of the univorse's
enlgmps might be solved by such COm-
munication with a presumably more
advanced race.

Call for Spain's Compuisory Voting.
Boston Herald.

Mals adults In Spaln of legal ages snd
under 70, with the exception of priests,
notarles and Judges, are required to vote
in municipal electlons. Fallure to dis-
charges their civic obligation is punishatils
by having dne's naume published as con-
sure for negieet, by having taxes in-
creased 2 per cent. by suffering a deduc-
tion of 1 per cent In salary if emplovad
in fhe publlc service, and for a second of-
fense the lose of right to hold eleative or
appointive office. A little of that sort of
training would do good In American cities.
Neglect of civic duties imposes Its swn
penalty of Increased taxes, but the penpal-
izéd citizen does not seem 10 resliza the
fact. Publication of the list &f non-vot-
ers and a public sentimeant that would re-
gard fallure to vote as s negleot of duty
which would tend to disquality a man i
hin citizenahip would ba more effective
than a fine. But the Spanish point of
view is right. The vote is a duty to the
communify, not merely a privilege of the
individoeal.

Serious Omission.
New York Bvening Post.
“S8winburns—Last of the Giants'"—
Current Literaturs. But the artlcle
doss not give hls batting average.




