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MEECHANT MAHINE MISTAKES,

Elsewhere The Oregonian prints a
communication from Mr. John A. Poen.
ton, of the Merchant Marine Laague,
an organization maintuining head-
quarters at Cleveland, O, The letter
is given apace, not because {t presents
ARy new Teatures that will distinguish
it from former communications of tha

league, but because some of the old
Arguments appear in new Earb, which
tnight enable them to escape identi-

fleation. .

M¥. F&nton asks If The
“means that
m bark

now

Oregonian
the Unlited States should
upen'- the free :trade policy
occupled by England in order
that @ should have the merchant ma-
rine.” Tha contention of The Or
alan -hag alwaye beehi that,
American capital csn enrn
Aand  Dbetter in rallroads.
forms of Internal dévelopment, while
forelgn capital willing to accept 3
per coent and less in the OCeAn~-CRITY -

CRO-
S0 long as
6 per cant
and other

in

ing trade, It is better to let the for-
aslgner carry our business after it
reaches tidewater. At the same tims

we HWav¥e relways '(falsted that, {7 m
must have .a merchant marine “de-
slgned - to comipeté wWith ‘the fgreign-
ers It should not be handicapped by
an original cost any greater than that
of the craft with which we must meet
on the ocean. In other words, If all
. 1Mr1-mun51ur of tha avorld. bas ACOess
" to the fnnr:,raln counters of the Euro-
pean shipyards, our caplitalists who
desire to engage In the ocean CArry-
ing trades should be granted the samao
privilege. The trouble with Mr, Pan-
ton and his Cleveland. assoclates Is
that they live so far from salt whter

thay miss the practical side of the
buslneds, Yevealed-only by closé rango
study. The Oregodfan has~ never

questionad the sincerity of theso BEen-
tlemen, but thelr unfamiliarity with:
the subject ia revealed In every com-
munication they sand out.

Take, for eaxample, the parngraph
about the Homewnrd Bound. The VER.
#al Is =till under the American fNag,
aithough under the naw name of Btar
pf Holland, and she . will continus to
fly the American flag" ontll it ia Pok-
sible for her Ban Franclsco owners to
replace her with another foreign-
bullt vessel at no greater cost than was
Iincurred In smuggling this vessel In
hy a_special act of Congreas. Thers
s amother feature of Interest In con-
mection  with ithe' Homewnrd Baound
which will probably be news - id Mr,
Fenton. The vessol swas originally the
British ship (not boat) Zemidar.
About a dozen yenrs agh, when® Brit-
ish owners were turning from sail to
sleam, she was sold to the Germans
and became the German ship Otto
Cilldemelster. It should not emcape
attention that, when the Germans
wanted the craft, special act of
Congress or any other kind of BEumshoe

THenTWhis ecessary In order to brimg
her under the German flag, z

In order to got Ameorican register for
the Homeward Bound it was noces-
sary partlally to wreck her and then
pile up an enormous repalyr hill beflfore

no

the expensive “®pecial act” doors
opaned for her. . The alleged *“high

price of Amerlean labor” cuts no fig-
ure with the Homoewnard Bound while
she la In the foreign trade. for labor
on shipboard s pald the “oing wages™
of the port of departure, and tha flag
cuts no flgure. The Oregonlan agrees
with Mr. Ponton that “Americans
have been oducated te a higher stand-.

ard of living.'” ete., and wea hbelieve
that they ‘will stick to that standard,
no long ns they -can hire “hewers of

wood and drawers of water” and carri-

ors of frelght at less cost than “they
care to engage in such work them-
selves, L 7 %

The Oregonian does not agree with
Mr. Pgnton In the -Statlemeoent that
“Ameriean boats for, foreign trade
must be dbuilt with greator conve-
nlences than those used by forelgn
natlons’ “Those marvelous British,
German and French express steamers
which cross the Atlantle at rallroand
spoad are equipped throughout with
the "last word" In conveniences of
every concelvable nature, The Oregn-
nian admlits that “we are paying more
than $200,000,000 (or thereabouts) to
“Torelgners for the carrying of Amerl-
can goods.” 1In return for that sum
we got a-service that would probably
cost. us At Jeast 3250,000,000 If wa
attempted to hamwdle it by the subsidy

method. In proof of this statement
MY. Penton ls referred to the annual
reporta of ‘the Cunard Hne and the

Nerth Getnian Liovd lne fust issued.
S rheme twwo ‘Tites recelve the greater
part of that much vaunted “substidy*
that England and Germany are said
te- pay their ships. The English sub-
vantion if for fost mall steamers, fitted
for- naval ‘service, smd the German
subsidy s only a payment for mail
services in the Far Eastern trade, the
Eovernment requirements making the
subisidy 'so undesirable that it was re-
jetted by the Hamburg-Amerlcan line.
But, even with thelr cheap ships, maill
subventions and all other  forms of
assistance, the North German Liloyd,
in rendering Its portion of the $200.-
000,000 service to American shippers
nwnd travelers, last year was obliged to
face a deficit of more than $4,201,000,
which was taken from lis reserve fund
and rencwals fund, leaving the stoelk-
halders without one penny In.the shape
of dividends. The Cunard llnes losses
were smaller, as the service was cur-
talled thrbughout the year, but there
were ‘no dividends for the stockhold-
ers, and $750,000 was withdrawn from
thoe Insurance fund and the reserve
fund to wipe out the deficit. A
in the face of these actual condi-
“Ftong nnd with the forefgners satisfied
witly & 3 per ¢ént return on their In-

- — e — = g B3 — = = '] Y
* 1 Ffestments, a $15,000,000 per yvear sube

.00
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#idy would not amount to much, espe-
cially If we were handicapped with
more costly vessels than those used
by our competitors In ths cregtion of
these annual deficits,

.

TARIFF NONSENSE.

The observatlons on the tariff of the
erudite and disinterested Mr. Aldrich
titillate most delectably the imagina-

tion of one who is disposed to delve
in the fertila flelds of economic
| thought, It i a constant source of

the head and fount of revbnue legisla-
tion As many years as this learned
Trojan could have escaped so com-
plataly from the _m:qmremg:nt_ of any
vestige of _accurate {nformation about
| the laws of finance and wageés. One
of his ratorts to Mr. Balley displays

an innocence of all sophistication
which a cherub might have envied.
“Mr. Aldrich retorted that while

Balley was ‘ready to Keep the forelgn
laborer from our shétes, We was not
averse to allowing the product of this
cheap labor to come. into_competition
with the product of American work-
Ingmen.” Gvidently Mr, ‘Aldrich has
nsver heard of the astonishing fact
that the produets of the” American
workingmen have Invaded the realmas
:0f cheap Europsan labor and are un-
dersslling the pauper workman in his
own home. If our labor can zend lis
products to BEurope and there sell them
| for less than the :pauper has to de-
mand, nead he fear-tHe.competition of
padper “producis - which must bae
ehipped across the ogean and pay the'
fretght?

Mr. Bailey is right about this matter
and Mr. Aldrich §s wrong. It is not
the competition of panuper-made goods
- which- the American workman has to
dread. He cuan, with his skill End in-
talligence, make goods cheaper than
the pauper can. Whiat he has to drehad
is the ¢competition of the pauper him-
galf, who Invades the country and
beats down the rate of wages and the
standard of Hving. Every man at al
familiar with the facts knows that the
tarift i= not the caude of high<wages.
On the contrary, high wages are the

Wages are nelther ralsed nor lowered
by import dutles, but the purchasing
power of wages Is most disastrousiy af-
fected by them. The tariff diminis H
the purchasing power of every dolla
tarned in this country. It pretends,
among other things, to-protecf corn to
the extent of § cents a bushel, but this

pretense Is humbug. What it really
does to corn is to cut in half the
amount of manufactured goods for

which each bushel can betraded Per-
haps, however, Mr. Aldrich does not
mean to decsive anvbody when he
talks nonsense about the tariff, and as

a matter of fact he doesn't decelve
very many people,
EDUCATION IN ECONOMICS NEEDED.

Much of the comment in the news-
papers and magazinés régarding the
Spokane rate case dfsplays a4 remark-
able Ignorance of the actual esconomic
principles involved in the controversy,
It is noticeable that the greatest mis-
Information on the subject is displayed
by writers from interior points, where
ppportunitiss for studying the actual
effect of wwater competition are less fa-
vorabla than at tldewater. For exam-
plé, we find the Spokane rate case dis-
cussed in“the Rallroad Age Gazette by
J. H. Johnston, trafic managsr of the
Oklahoma Traffic Association. If Ok-
lahoma were near enough to malt watoer
to feel the effect of water competition,
Mr. Johnston would have a clearer
[den of the matter than f= reflecred in
his language, which Tollows:

What incentive would there be for a rall-
WAy 1O use its 1-"-‘t afforis to pnih! up 6 Rreat
cammerclnl melropolld upon the soacoas! whon
It haw continusily to fight for its shnre of th»
fus.ness With water earrierz? Ofien 1t
take the business at rates Inadequiie
the comt af mervice, while ar the
maintaining a polley of mitemnaking
wise well-locatéd points in the

han
o pay
sime time
tn others

interior which

discourages thelr dolng any great amount af
buslness and prohibits them from attaining
any commaercial jmpartance,

Mr. Johnston correctly assumes that
water competition will be much more
f#cute when the Panama Canal is fin-
Ished than It is now, and concludes
that “it would seem .to an"* ordinary
business man that the sensible thing
for the rallways to do would be to en-
courage- the bullding up of strong in-
terlor jobbing points over which they
can retain control and to which they
can always maeintain such rates as will
be at iéast compensatory,”
This kind of argument 18 all founded
fthe erroneous assumption that
water competition is not very formida-
bie, and that the rallroads would got
the business. to tidewater even at
higher rates than are charged to in-
terlar points that in the past have had
Lo stand the through rate plus the
local rate back from the coast. Water
competition is= 20 powerful a factor'in
the making of terminal rates that, un-
less 115 rates are met by the rallroads,
they will secure none.of the busineas,
An attempt of the railroads to bulld up
strong interior jobbing points would
‘mean the abandonment of their lines
from these Interior polnts to tidewater
for any businssd éxcept the passenger
traffic, which at the best shows but
vory lttle profit. After this case Is
tried out In the courts the Nnewspapers
and the magazines, water competition
will still be regulating the rates and
the rallroads will be mesting it. Noth-
Ing but a ship canal will place Spo-
kane and other interlor points in a po-
sition entitling them to terminal rates.

on

PUNISHMENT THAT FITS THE CRIME.

There is judfice, righteousness and
possible remedy in the advice recently
glven by Justice of the Peacs Olson, of
this oity, to wives of drunkards,
“Thrash your husband soundly every
time he comes home ‘drunk,” was the
stalwart and exceedingly unusiail ad-
vios given by thls arbiter of domeste
difficulties after taking an inventory of
rhysfcal power in the contending ele-
ments that bought adjndication of
thelr differences In his court.

The man In this parficular case ap-
peared with a battered countenance,
from tle naturai aperturc.of which js_
suad in muMed. tones grievous com-
plaints against his muscular spouse for
having beaten  him, when he came
home drunk and primed for domestic
wir. SubSequent Investigation of the
home Iife and surroundings of this
couple went to show that the woman
was not blameless, =ince she herself
was of bibulous habits, while the four
little ‘childrédn. af the bellicese " pair
were found to be In'a stafe of pitlable
neglect, although the rather's monthly
earnings were $150. The woman, how-
ever, being the stronger, and he, in thls
instance at least, the drunker, the hus-
band got the worst of a somewhat seri-
ous fistle encounter, -

This does not militate, howaver,
against the wisdom of the advice given

! wonder .how a man who has been at | bands would do well to apply to the

I'which confronts them sds often as pay-

 Ard.regson to belleve that the menaced

cause of the tariflf, or one of {8 causes.

shall - be,.  Thelr votes determline the
mattar, They can ““turn down'” tha
“conpvention cundidates (f- they, wish.

telligent verdict impeaches. his own
sinceritv.

YWhy, then,” as=ks Mr. AVver, “this
{ desire to ‘attribute to the dirvect pri=

THE MORNING

e

by Justice Olson to suffering, beaten
wives of drunkards. ‘‘Beat him when
he comes homs drunk and disorderly,”
sald this practical sdvocate of the
power of force in dealing with a
drunken, domestic tyrant, adding, rua-
fully, *'I only regret that all wives are
not physically able to cope with
drunken husbands in this manner.”
This expression of regret was further
supplemented by the opinion that in
this event prohihition would be un-
NeCcOesSsary.

There {8 sound reason in this advice
which stalwart wives of drunken hus-

domestic problem of keeping the peace
day comes round. There is a Strong
personal element of cowardice behind
the "“Dutch courage' that causes a
partly  intoxicated man to ‘‘rough-
house™ in hisz home. Pleadings with
such a man under such ¢ircumstances
are In valn, meek submission is worse
than unavailing, since it glves the cow-

woman is afrald of ham. Brute force
is the only argument he can under-
stand. The browheaten woman is, un-
fortunately, too often unable to apply
this clement in her own and her chil-
dren’'s defense, and the coward has his
way, beating her into trembling, abject
sublectlion, and terrorizing both her

and their half-starved children into si-
lence,

PARTY DISCORD IN PORETLAND.

Why lament party discord in Port-
land? Why not rather lament cheap-
trash officialdom ? Whether par:v dis-
cord has produced direct primaries or
direct primaries have produced party
discord, it remains that direet pri-
maries have bred a clazss of officaholl-

s Lhat wowld not win the approval of
Iberutive body of representative
citizens-—a.convention, .ff one wishes to
call It that Mr. W. B. Ayer. who
wrote a letter for vesterday's Orego-
nian defending the “system’ that hes
Put such men in possession of affalrs
of government,-would not admit one
out of a hundred of them Into the af-
falrs of his lumber business.

[T the direct primary law forbids as-
sembly or convention, it is wrong and

dares what no despot or tvrant would
hitve courage to trv. Self-appointed
custpdians of the Jaw who put that
meaning into it are its fool friends.
Ig it possible they hiave not read_ the
history of thelr country? Can they-
have ‘overlooked  the constitution of

thelr state, which in article 26 of the
bill of rights—the same 1§ in every
#tiate constitution and in the National
Constitution, too—saays: “No law shall
be passed restraining any of the ih-
habitants of the state from assembling
together in a peaceful manner to con-
suit for thelr common good"?

The dlrect primary law does not for-

bid pemsceful -assembly. It could not
do that It it would. It does not make
the attempt éven by implication. It

says simply that all party candidates
for nomination shall be voted for by
direct vote. They ara all to have equal
opportunity In that nominating elec-
tion, whether “put up” by a conven-
tion, as was Slmon, or by a secret con-
ference, as" was Rushlight, or by them-
salvee and thelr’ particular friends.
The rank and file of the voters have
the “last say" as to who the nominees

Their voss (s the “whole thing,” and
any gusardian of the direct primary law
who siys the result will not be an in-

mary law the disruption of the Repub-
llean party ? not the real. reason
occasloned by the dissatisfacton of
many members of the party with the
meén who have secured office onder
it?" Hxactly. the one-time cloze
assgeiate and sdviser of the most un-
popular bioss Portland ever hiad—the
hoss whose high-handed methods did
more to disrupt the Republican party
than anything else—Mr. Ayer will re-
alige the causes full well if he will but
think over past history. The primary

Is

Inw was reaction from the dolngs of
that boss and of other bosses, My,
Ayer Is right Lo the exient that the
fdirect primary did not first produce
party diseaption. Factional war and
boss rule dld - that, and the
primary “law _finlghed the roin and

Is a powerful preventive of reorgani-
zatlon. There can be no certaln party

effort under that law, a8 numerous
elections have proved. The law. has
abolished the old kind of bosses, sura

enough, with whom the people Wwere
disgusted. 1t has nol., however, re-
placed the old-time machine officials
with fit ones. Desirable men rarely
sceek office now. They know that a
party nomination has lttle cohesion
behind It.

Mr. Ayver is an advocdte of state
ownership and operation of railroads.
It would be Interesting to know how
the state would obtain efficlent offl-
cinls to operate the railroads when It
finds them so seldom for its govern-
ment. It might be added that if direct
primaries could be used by the people
to choose the managers of Portland's
sawmils, not one of the present man-
agoers 'would be at the head of his ea-
tablilshment. 2

CURE OF A CANCER.

The reported cure of a malignant
tumor with radium at the Flower Hos-
pital, In New. York, will prub;ib_l)‘ ex-
cite hopes which the future will not
confirm. The “malignant tumor” in
question was a sarcoma lpclosed in the
abdominal cavity—In other words, a
deep-meated -cancer., The radium was
mixed with gelatine and Injected hera
and there In various parts of the
tumor. In a few weeks the sarcoma
cells had alil disappeared and noth-
ing waa left but & mass of scar tisaue.
This account chimes with others which
have been given out from time to time
of wonderful things accomplished with
radinm for the cure.of cancer, but in
the long run all such reports seem to
be disappointing. The wonders have
alther” been greatly magnified or they
have not happened at all. The =sad
truth of the case Is that physicians do
not as yvet knew elther the cause or the
cure of cancder. It Is almost the only
disease which has thus - far resisted
modern methods of research. and
which still flourishes-in horrid secur-
ity from the attacks of science.
Against cancer the only sure resource
is the surgeon's knife, and thsat is by
no mesns alwayvs sure.

Still, If a cancer s taken In time, it
can be removed completely and- the
patient need not fear its return. The
difficulty is to take It In time. Who
knows the Insidious beginning of &
cancer? How detect it in the initial
stage, before the deadly eells have dis-
persed through the body and infected
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all the tissues? It is nos impossible. |
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A eancer usually begina with a hard,
intractabls lump somewhere on the
body. Tt is as innocent as a lamb and
painless, at first. In this state of pris-
tine Innocuousness, if the surgeon has_
a chance at {t, the cancer can be extir-
pated. Afteérward it is generally too
late. The lesson of this ts pretty obvi-
ous. If a person discovers an abnor-
mal lump on his body, no matter
where, the best thing he can do {s to
hie him forthwith to a competent sur-
geon and find out what it means, It
may. mean nothing. 1t may mean an
Incipient cancer: The news that a can-
‘cer in the advanced stage has actually
been cured with radium, is, of course,
encouraging, -but the probability isx that
the case is highly exceptional, Ultl-
mately sclence will ind a cure for this
dread disease, but thus far its only de-
pendable resource lg the knife.

A man who could not withstand the
temptations of the gaming table
though the nocessities of his wife and
seven children hung in the balancse,
has voluntarily become an inmate of
the Seattle clty jall, The support of
the large family, the youngest an in-
fant a few weeks old, by this man's
acknowledged weakness will now de-
volve upon a girl of 15 and a boy of
13, the two older ohildren of the
Broup. The eubtle; overmastering
power of the gambling passion has
seldom recelved A& more vivid 1llus-
tration than In this case. Think of &
man-—the father of seven children,
veluntarily relinquishing the burden of
their support and allowing it to fall
upon. the slender shoulders of his
voung daughter and son, both of whom-
shoyld be in school! His unmanly ac-
tion and the plea of weakness that
accompanied it are pltiful exhibitions
of the degrading Inflience of the
gambling vice,

‘There are only a few really great
people like Lydia Pinkham, Jim Jeff-
ries or the bald-headed gum manufarc-
turer who can be easily recognized by
their pletures In the public prints,
These few have apparently posed oniy
Infraquently, for thelr phatos all look
allke. With Mr. Crazy Sniake, one of
the recent bidders for public notoriety,
It is different. His first series of “like-
nesses” appeared in the dally papers,
and in them he covered a wide range
of characters, running from an Ilnno-

cent, Hiawathe-appearing voungster to

a devilish-appearing old flend. Now
comes the magazine lllustrations, and
they also show that Crazy Snake must
have pased early and ofteh, with a dif-
ferent make-up every time he sat for
his photo. Variety, however, 1= the
natural accompaniment o_f notariety.

The ate Goevernor Lilley, of Con-
necticut, was one of the few men who
dared to beard the bureauvcracy lon In

Ha den at Washington. While & mem-

ber of Congress he most effectually
stirred up the submarine boat scan-
dal, and, while he ran up against

forces which were too strong for him,
he made such a shake-up among the
dry bones and the gralters that the
pgitation has not ye: entirely ceased.
Governor Lilley was an honest man
and a practical man, and his Investi-
gatlon of the shameless manner in
which the Government was being bun-
coed by the submarine manufacturers
entitled him to the thanks of nll hon-
est people. TFor this service alone, {f
for no other, he will not soon be for-
gotten In Washington naval clrcles,

A woman's club of a Chicago suburb

would banigsh the comie supplement.
They say children are itmitative and
imblbe the spirit- of the Tun hesd

nice ald Iadies might revive the Little
Rollo dlet of two generations Ago,
Which has as much comparative vigor
as the modern breakfast food sustains
townrd ham and cabbhage. The comlic
supplements are crude as works of art,
to be sure, yot at times their humor Is
keen enough to “get a rise” out of the
most sedate, while the vounger gener-
atlon watches for their coming, ana
even the haby of the family eries for
them. The touch of obscenlty that
smirched them a while back has been
eliminated. If they have not come to
stay, they are due for a long and gen-
erally welcome visit.

The Inland Empire, which is in a
fair way to produce a bumper crop of
wheat, has recelved numerous show-
eérs In the past few days, and, us some

complaint of dry wenther hnd been

made, the value of this moisture may |

have run into the millions. The grain
crop of the Pacific Northwest, on ac-
tount of favorable climatic conditions
last Fall, started into the Spring sea-
£gon In better shape than usual, and
could have got along without rain for
a foew weeks longer without -serious
damage. At the =ame time, the raing
ware welcome, and If they come along
at proper Intervals between now and
harvest time, Oregon, Washington and
Idaho will make & new. record for big
crops.

After many years of waiting, Tilla-
mook “is coming out of darkness, Is
coming into light,” and the rallroad
will be something more than a. wvision
of the future. The Harriman inter-
ests have proceeded so far In construe-
tion of the road that bids have been
called for completion of the remaining
section on which work has not been
done. As this last piece of road is less
than thirty mlles in length, it is clear
that rallroads connectlon with the rich
Tillamook country will not be dslayed
beyond the present season.

"Wheat advanced more than 2 cents
per bushel In Chicago yesterday and

Patten is still fishing, *“‘far from the
madding crowd's ignoble strife,”” and
apparently indifferent allke to the

walls of the bears or the roars of the
bulls,

It is interesting to hear from Sena-
tor Bourne that he procured the offer
of the Ambassidorship to Mexico for
citizen of Oregon, who declined it. But
of churse Senator Bourne will see that
some other Oregon citlzen gets the job.

Some of Mayor Lane's admirers urge
his re-election on the ground thiat we
all know what he 8. That's a frank
way of putting It.

Mr. Heney would menopolize the usa
of opithets in his trials. Mr. Heney
Is not & pachydermatous biped,

If' streetcars are In ' danger from
Epeed manjacs, what show for his life
has the pedestrian?

After this, Alphonse and Gaston
must take a bhack seat for Evans and
Tjichic

Suppose that Thirteenth-street car
had been Mlled with passengers.

ARGUMENT FOR SHIP SUBSIDY
All of Which Is Sultably Consldered

~ Elsewhere in This Paper.
CLEVELAND, 0., April 285.—{To: the
Bdltor.}—1 have heen rmuch interested

reading The Oregonian’s editorisl article
under date of April 10, bepring the cap-
tlon “Ship Subsldy Poetry.” One polnt,
however, is not clear to me. You B4y,
“We want the Amerlcan ship so fres
she can go anywhere on earth, on equal
terms with her competitors.” You also
say that the Amerfcan shilp has been so
overionded with protection that ‘*‘her
sCuppers are awash,” latimating that the
cure for the present deplorable merchant
marine Is dopendent on a change in our
present tariff policy. DId you mean that

the United States should embark upon
the frea trade polley, now occupled by
England, W order that we should have

the merchant marine? If the protective
tariff keope us from having a merchant
marine, I respectfuilly should like to ask
you In what way this Is true? 1In apite
of free trade and low cost of ship con-
struction, Englapd still spends gome ten
millions annually in the way of ship sub-
sidy maintain her merchant mar
Therg must e an ermror somewhereo
your reasoning, for both Germany
France are highly protected tariff coun-
tries—yeol they also maintaln the subsidy
system In the building up of thelr occan
cominerce,

You intlmate that free ships would be
the cure, but is that trus? A Vesr ARO,
by special act of Congress. the *“Home-
ward Bound.,” an English-bullt boat,
was admitted to American registry to en-
Eag®e In forelgn trade. The owners of
this boat Intended to fly thes American
flag permanently, but a short trial con-
vinead them that with the high price of
Ameriean labor the experiment would not

L]

be successful, with the result that the
American fAag was abandoned and the
boat was reglstered In Belgium.

It meems to us that your plan for the
bullding up of an American merchant
marine would mean such a readjustment
of American economic econditlons that
Inbor In the United Btates would be com-
pelled to accepl the same wage standard
s that of Engiand. To our mind, It Is

very doubtful If the American people de-
sire such an economic change. Amer|-
cans have been educnted to a higher
standard of Uving than that permitted
to the English, German, French, Nor-
weglan or Japnnase sailor, and American
could noever be parsuaded to adopt
E8a A% a vooatlon were they com-
pelled to submit to the sea-going con-
ditlons enforced by forelgn ship-owners.
American boats for forelgn trade must
be bullt with greater conveniences than
those used by forelgn nations: the food
for sallors must be of o higher standard
and the wages pald are fully 20 w 60
per cent highern, varying with the J4dif-
ferent nations,

It seem= to us that
with good grace from newspaper pub-
lishers continually to denounce proposed
subvention legisintion.as an attark upon
the TUnlted States Treasury, when the
newspapers themselves are granted the
highest subsidy nuthorized by the Amer-

it hardly comes

lean people, since . newspapers are sus-
talnod In the mails at a postal loss of
milllons of dollars annually Yet this

loss Is cheerfully bornme by the American
people, for it is a wise subsidy.

The American forelghi merchant marine
it the only Industry that has never
d the bensfits of the protection
policy that has glven to the nationzs the
highest standard of Individual living en-
layed by citizens of any nation. Under
the system of protection., tha Amnerican
consiwise and lnke marine ia In the most
flourishing conditlon. On the other hand,
we ask the Amerlean forelgn-golng ves-
#al to go out upon the high
mpeet the competition of the
ploying thé cheapest lahor

We are paving mare than two hundred
milllons to forélgners for the carrving of
American goods. With an expeénditure of
ten Lo Afteen milllons a vear In ald of
ocean  marine; more than- ones ‘handred
milllons. of dollars in freizht rates would
be pald to Americans Instead of to the

seas and

nations am-

foreign shlpping trust which regulates
p 9oenn prices o the disadvantage of the
American producer. A bin appropriating
four or five milllons a vear for the de-
velopment of lines {o Seuth America,
Australia and the Orient wonld mean' the
Immedista investment of thirty millions

in the bullding of new steamers in Amer-
| lean ahipyards

Arve we ag wise as other nattons which
aid thelr peenn marine. or =hall we «
| tinue to haold back In fatuous folly,
Insistence that ¢ question shall be re-
gardad academic y? In the meantime
we are at the meroy commercislly of
farclen nations and nrea handicapped
badly “In a naval sense, because of our
rejuctance . ta Ao the only thing possible
1o done—tn glve the otean marine
Start by direot subsldy until the
have developed sufficiant trade to
them to stand alone

The Merchant Marine League of the
o Btates Is making a hard fight In
the behall of the pcean marine and necds
the help of all strong papers, It has
boen & urece of regret to me that The
Oregonl the chief paper of n Bront
Const stste, takes the editorial
It does. 1 do not know that this
letter will change vour editorial attitude,
but I should like to see a larger meadfure
of Justice shown toward a movement
which means ns much for American pros-
perity and progress as any question that
now awallts a correct solution by the
Nation.

Om -
in our

be n
linea
enable

8

ition

JOHN PENTON,
Marchant Marine Leagus
States

Bocratary

of
the United

Fraise for a New Oregon Citizen.
Springfield (Mass.) Unilon.

than & dozen years ago Fleider
Jones, a farmer's boy, came to Spring-
flald to play an outfleld position on the
tenm that won the Eastern lLeague cham-
plonship: “Farmer’" Jones, uas he was
called, played the game well. In the
field, at bat and on the bases hea won
distinozion, not only for his claverneas,
| but for his manly qualittes. In his menl
hao to be n gontleman.,. He
| no consequently he |n-
| aulged In noneé of the excesses that have
1 rulned so many ballplayers. After he let
|

|

More

never forgot

had bad habits,

Springfield

he rose rapidly until he be-
came the captnin and manager of tnae
Chicago Americans, which team, unier
his leadership, won the world’'s chame-
| plonship. Throughout his caresr he re-
| mained n gentlemnn, waorked unceasingly
for the success of his team and care-
fully Invested his savings.
Today he Is at the head of & great

Inmbeér business. This Spring the owner
of the Chicago Americans offered him a
sonlary greater than that pald to a mem-
bar of the President’'s Cabinet, in other
words., more than $12,000—how much mora
Is not stated—for only six months of
work or play. But tempting as this offer
was, Jores refusaed It, belleving thmt, by
strict attention to the lumber businessa,
he eould do even better, “Farmer'"
Jones has set an excellent example to
ballplayers and other athletes,

St Louls" New 850,000 Free Bath,

5t. Louls Glabe-Democrat.

Water has been turned into the swim-
ming pool at the new municlpal free
hathhouse, Seventh and Soulard streets,
The house cost $50,000 and will accom-
modate about 100 persons. There are
shower baths for nearly 100 and the
swimming pool will accommodate as
many more, It is tha second public
balh provided by the clty. A third s
under contract at the entrance to Carr
square, on the Fifteenth and Wash
strests slde. Bidea have bheen asked for
& fourth. an open alr poal at the foot
of Franklin avenue,

Clnder Wrecks Bishop's Eyesight.

Washington (D, C.) Post.
Protestant BEplscopal Bishop Frederick
Burgess, of Long Island, who recently
8ot a cinder In hi= right eye on & train.
1= sald to be In danger of losing the sight
L of the eye.
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HOW THE DIRECT PRIMARY OPERATES

Student of Polities Traces Iis Origin and Shovs
Falls to Accomplish — Some Curious e

What It Accomplishes anad
sults in Oregon.

T Poiice I Princoton Unmirsicy tnNew | made for these county offices: Cotinty
York Times. N T ¥ Judge., Bheriff. Clerk, Resorder. Trems-
If the direct primary really tended to | UreT. AsS8Sessor. School Superintendént,

establish popular control of publie [ SUFVEror, Cofuner, Commissioper: and

poliey and to promote good govern- | °f theése preecinet offices Justice ' of
ment, it cught not to be difficult to | ‘¢ Feace and Constable, Few Demo-
supply practical evidence of the fact ”.'“”." candidates cime’ forward. None

To justify the claims made for it, or- | ®' all for 1 1ted States Senator. Jaus-

der economy and efficlency in govern- | 1'°® ©°f the Supreme Court, Raliroad.

ment ought to ensue. and these results | Commissioners, and In or v fow dis-

| might then be instanced to silence ob- | T8 were thege any indidates ror
jectlon. But, as a matter of fact, we | Y048% or Prosecuting Altorney At
are constantly met not with evidencs | the general election wario: Diemo-
but apology. 1t Is atoutly maintained | ST8%e. Prohibitlon and Soealist candl-
that the principle is al] right. but It “"_"'.-“ appesarsed who go the baliot
has so far falled to meet expectations | °F Petitlon. But the prim election,
hecause of some defect In procedure. or | ucted at pub OXpense, Seomas
because of the wicrkedness of the poll- ve been jlr wvh confined
ticians, or becauses of the suplnencxs | '* the Republican

of the people. I have been unat 3 ohtain Bom-
The system in its prosent appliea- plete returns of the ry eclections,

tion appears to have originated §n | P4 T appears thae | nddvantygze

Pennaylvania, whera It was known as | 2 have alphabetica it Cake

the Crawford County plan. If it has | “efeated Fulton foy Republican

tended to purify politles elther §n | "OmMination for Unlte Lates Senator,

Crawford County or in Pennsyivapia, | P2mpbell defeated Robert-

whers it was oxtensively propagated | "00 Ior Rallroad Commis or in the

hafore it spread tp other states, no sat- Il'_)iL"“_: ﬁ"’.‘":"; 5‘;"!':\'_ s ‘.i---! '1 ta .fl‘rr'
lafactory evidence to that effect has o -“_ 204 Commissi T I'his
ever been presented. On the contrary, | ®/Phabstical advantage scems to be
confused, corrupt and Irresponsible | 9°¢ 0L the features of the system.
politics have apparently been the out- Professor . Edward Merriam., o his
come, work on the “Direct Primary.” says-
. . . “Where there are many offices to bha
The eoclal Investigator who wrote | illed and where there are many nspir-
with the nom de plume of Josiah Flint | anta for each office It {8 contended that
once made a study of the politles of | t8e leading names posmoss g Alstinog

Allegheny Clity, where the “‘.—rl\\'fnr-ll“"d appreciable mdvantag it any

County pinn wnas estahlished He re- | fuch _"“(‘“7“"‘-'* ser v fenred it

ported that in the under-world that De obvia 1 by 3 = that the

dity was known as a snug harbor for s ler of arrangen t 1 at

criminals, where they wers assured of | For example, If there are 1

the protection of the Pollce Depart- | Gates for Sheriff. A. B, C. D m "

ment for a consideration. and with the | OFder of p ting may he o} £ i

understanding that they dld not prac- | ucth a ws that the name of o of

tiece thelr industry In the local furls- | ‘hese ca '8 shall appear first an
diction. Robberies were frequent “"m‘-'”“'il-?'- iy equal number of times

throughout Western Pennsylvania and | A DLl for this r-" ‘_" hemh b

Eastern Ohlo, with Allegheny City as ' troduced in the Al S “rl “I": L,‘l :‘lw"'

the base of operations. Josiah Fiint | p it otual o A

meéntioned a cnae In which mome pro= '-! o ‘of cn N

fossional eriminals were caught whila result any mor o

on a job In Eastern Ohlo, nand ”‘“ﬂ,-"“‘“‘f"-““t

thée Chief  of Polled  of  Alle- |, ‘I lm"“"-' ‘

gheny Clity appeared o thelr be- of ;?“. of y ey

half as 8 witness to thelr good char- | Third Pre fon County. It con.

acter as cliigens. A reform organiza- | talns the of 64 candidates for

tion convicted a Mayor of taking pub- | 33 *offi vddition 10 con -
lic money, and he was sent to prison. | fution & and nine stut

No party organization would have had E_‘:;:T:;_q Hin The s &1;1['!':::-::}!‘;-‘;‘ “; il

the audacity to nominate a man of his lots 1I.Inll. wWas Ilu- :.L-i. ll‘\. r‘:.nj.L_Tn.n:;L\'.”::;!

record. The dirsot primary gave him | which wAS 55.10%. Chamberlain . the

hls opportunity. After serving hia | Damoeratic candidate for United S

term the ex-convict was agnin a ean- ?‘"llﬂ'.“?.h-“ ated on pet

didate for Mnayor of Allegheny Cliy. ‘.T,t, :.:‘,kﬂ,j, _li"".'.f,m“"“"" '

He was a free spender and p good ‘-pt',-:"ﬂllt'.i.-l_'m|1.,"'rnt-]:.|y:.:i':_-,Ih:-,).l’f,i-. Yot

mixer, and he made a stirring can- almost 6000 lexs than a 1-1;: : 'i'h-s

vass with the plea “give & man a | total vote for candidates rs bt

chance to show that he can do right.™ | 110,262 to 68617, total vole cast

He was eclocted by a big majority on Il:l_;""lf:lli- I lons ranged from
It has been argued that the results | ¥ 1 Ao (10,736, One. ceon itlonal

of .llw Crawford County plan ought not il.il‘]‘.:fi.‘-“m'..:rnh i‘:.:::ijwvnl:lht::'?!ﬁh!y :?r h:i"rq‘:r

to "welgh agninst the direct primary showing that 24,308 voters -'l\'-'1<i“.|1“.;.r._l>.:
system, becauge the protection of the | expression of opinfon. 'Was the result
election laws wans lacking. nand there | the expression of publiec chalee or pub-
was no means of excluding the adher- | llc non-choice? It may bs contended
ents of one party from voting in Lthe | that ‘E“_"‘" doclining lJ: vote on the
primary of another party. The case of {-:::..;'I\::-l.‘l;ll:"?‘.\\-.-{I-- \‘u!i‘-;l’J.F But hum-m

respon ity does not extend bevond

Oregon has been offered as an Instance human capacity. and =a “‘_’::”.‘._- and

of how the system works when sub- consclentioua man might well declins

Jeet to proper legml regulation. It is | to express an opinlon on matters he

therefore desirable to examine It in does not understand.

some detall. OUnly five out of 19 constitutional
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GETTING OFF STREETCARS RIGHT

Every Clty Needs n Campalgn
FHducation of Women.
Worcester Gazptte

Tha accldents of getting off streelcars
“the wrong way" probably cause the
largest proportion of minhaps an should
be the enslest remedied. This is pecu-
larly & woman's error. One coliector of
statistics assoerts that the habit s due to
tight corsets and Inability to step and
band the body lithely, and npssert= that

fashlonable women are always more halp-
lesa than thosa poorly dressed.

However this may be, the women's dif-
flenlty plainly arises from poor physical
tralning. Where any boy would know in-
stinctively that hoe must let go the han-
dle with hils left hand, IMATNY Erown
woamen thoughtlessly use thelr right. The
result ia a fall backward, If the car haa
not stopped. .

To teach its milllon or more women
how to alight. the City of Chicago has
opaned a systematic campaign. The pres-
ident of the city street rallway, which
pavs &6 per cont of gross receipts to tha
city, thought he could save money for
the company and the city by placing
Iarge signs on. cars Accordingly he
wrota: “Don’t get hurt when allghting:
warit till the car stopa. always get off
facing forward.” In addition, he mads
two large plctures, which were spread
on the sides of cars beside the big let-
tering. One represents the wrong way
of dismounting, the other the right way.

Bosides this, the education has been
carriad Into gymnasiums.  The physical
culture department of the bPublic hilgh
rchools has had apparatus constructed
rasembling a streetear step and a handle.
These platforms are dragged around the
gymnasiuma by part of the giris, while
others. under tutelnge. practice getting
on and off.

A campalgn of this kind need cost but
little. It requires but some public-spirit-

ed rlitilzen or rallway officer to sot [t
going. And where Is the city that does
not need 1t?
Strawberries at §2.40 a Portion.
New York Dispatoh.

Fresh strawberries from the wvines is
the IIatest wrinkle of the Ritz-Cariton
restaurant on  board the Hamburg-

American liner Ksaiserf:x Auguste Vietp-
ria, which arrived from Hamburg, South-
ampton and Cherbourg. and they only
cost the modest sum of $2.40 a portion.
Having introduced trout pools, flower
stalls and sun gardens gn the Kalserin
and her sister, the Amerika, the lins
has now gone into the ftruck farm and
small frult businesa The vegetables,
greens -and strawberries are cultivated
on the sun deck.

Bitea Pearl in Oyster Sandwich.
Baltimore Naows,

Lioutenant of Police Jobn Turley, of
New York City, In cating an oyster
sandwich last night bit down on a big
pearl. It Is sald to be worth $150.

amendments and atantutes wore carried
by an absolute majorfty. The woman
suffrage amendment drew out the Inrg-
¢al vole on praopositions «
and

and 13 |

state |

it was defeated by § & 858,
Al the Presldonmtial el No-
vember, 1908, the Republican tornl
ticket received £2.538 votes and carried
the =tate by a plurality of 24.481 The
Legisinture s‘ands 74 Republicans to
18 Democrats on jolnt ballot And yot
the system requires the Legialature to
elrot to the United States Senate &
I!u-n:-l‘r-'\l—l'l'.xrr-lf---r'-a'.n- whoe had re-
| 2421 of 112,264 voles In
|_ Those who value elections ax a means
{ of defining pt polley and declaring
iwlt_h decislon » cffe thae will af
| the pooples must regard ch resualts as
| &t lenst nugntory And yet there ara
||[:<.h.- who point to these resulls oY a
| vindlention of the direct prin The
J T i Bonaparte's ¢} acteriza-
t of “ldealogues" an pe wple who
thingn as they wis} them to Dbe
| not as they are.
= = - —
MAY ® IS TO nge LAROR SUNDAY

for the

Upportunity for Churches nnd
i=ed Workers to Get

Congrecgat

Organe
Together,

We are glad thnt
the ninth, ha th
ng Labor

Ronerally

thelr vacations
profaable use of
more Reasonabie
necordsnce with the w
iean Federation of Labor.
partment of church and st
Presbyterian ¢ I I8 promp
fleld with an excellant ¢ rder
ship. en the it poag of whis i 3
drawing (hat Lt z lose proximity
A& grént f(ac Y ind & church. Mr.
Stelzle’'s department (8 rea dy to ' fur-
nish minlstes cost thesa
programmes, Hteratura
that m he prepar
fng ad *AKCR as T
Early Church Working Man,
The BHre ri the Soulwinne 5
Jesus Chring ial Reformer

Such an an Labor SEund
wheneaver it ines, doss not solve
the problems in behalf of whichk it
sel apart; 1t 1t does help te eall
tention ¢ he churel to wi
phases of the in it ment
country, and to consider what morsa
it may do to prove that It Is the rilend
and soervant of all Insses t in-
cludes zglready In its memt ship men
who toll with thelr hands, and that It

has o place for all who will come, h
ever grimy thelr hands,
ted thelr wardrohe.
the organized labor movement in
country ars, we helirve,
togother, and we trust ¢
May inday, or about thn
cinl considaration will be gliven
jects that have Lo with the wor
Ing man's welfare nsibility
for A& more sfficient
the church’s respons:
his famlly

nowever 1
The church

o0

16 .
o K=~

i well .
ility for him and

————

Bull Trois Mile Under 2:%0.
Pittsburg Dispatoh
Joseph D. Channy
who have for the Io
training a bull ne
have issued a chall
bull against any 2:30 X hi
of the state for p large take
aasort that the bull has freq
trotted a half mile to sulky in 1
that he can do the mile in less ¢
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Exalted Modesty.

New York Sur

They went up In an asrog
He and his beaunteous b
And presently, as 1f In
S5he somewhat deopls

D,
Ross,
been

Pa..

horaa 1
i |

"
kighed

*What do you want?

ne
“What do 1 want?'" with

mirth

nsled

That fright but very alightls
She sald: “I want thea carth!™

masked,




