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EVANS' STORY OF

FLEET REALISTIC

Admiral Gives Vivid Details of
Voyage From Atlantic to

the Pacific.

WIT WINS LOUD APPLAUSE

Speech at Armory Vnder Auspices of
Commercial Club Is Replete

Willi Humorous Incidents
and Xautical Wisdom.

Hev Ho. Heave Ho. Yo merrily Ho,"Bo slnga tlie stalwart tar.Oh! a lira for me la a lite at ea.Aboard a
BY ERNEST M'QAPFET.

"Fighting Bob" Evans captured his
audience last night at the Armory to thelast man. and the ultimate woman in his
discourse under the auspices of the Port-land Commercial Club. It waBn't a lec-ture, nor an address, nor a speech. Itwas Just a bluff old eea-do- g, sitting In acomfortable arm-chai- r, telling you thestory of the fleet. As easy as If he weresitting In a farm-hous- e. out in thekitchen, with a pipe between his Hps.and a mug of cider handy. It was keenwith the tang of salt-se- a breezes. It wasbiting with, sarcasm at navalexperts. It was shot through andthrough with a dry wit that searched outthe weak spots in your rlsibles andbrought the fresh laughter to the lipsor the most cynical. 1 was patriotic. It8 Picturesque, It was Inspiring.

There was never quite such a discourse.Tor it was the sea-yar- n told to an audi-ence of veritable "land-lubbers- ," thetory of the man-el- s and wonders of the
.t.1'1blr the man who nal Passedthrough all. It had the unmistakabletamp of truth to lend it greater charm.Mere narrative In the recital of the lec-turer has a desslcated" sound which pallson the average listener s ears. But themost blase of those who were In theArmory last night must have seen thatgreat Armada setting out to sea fromHampton Roads as the doughty Admiralrehearsed the first setting out of thefleet. You could hear the roar of theguns as the salute to Roosevelt wasgiven. You could see the white squadronof America spread lis pinions and cleavethe blue salt water with flags and pen-nants flying.

letnlls Graphically Told.
Kven Liberty, on her far-awa- y pedestalmust have felt that now she was of averity, enlightening the world. All thetales of those who go down to the seati ships rose before every AmericanHeart as the clear and resonant tones ofthe Commander told the story. It wasbringing history up from the depths tohear this epic of the sea. It held be-fore the eye. the putting out of theSpanish Armada, the defense of Hollandthe names of Nelson and Colllngwood thedeathless glory of navies passed andgone, the laurels of Kngland and Ameri-r- a.

the proud masts sweep over the!waves, the signal, the broadside therapture of the fight.
Mvrry word from the lips of AdmiralKvans. who rolled out his account of thevoyage of the fleet, seemed to bring backsomething of those by-go- days and to

iimne me syllables stirrer a e.

Into something rich and stinnge. Everypicture he painted, for his brush-strok- ewas wide and high, as befitted his sub-ject, was one that held sky and sea and( llllll In... 1a .1 r. ...opace liberatesiih soui; ana it was as if the very soli-tin- la

of leagues of billowy water had lentnew power to the cpeaker's vision andmade him Inspired with his subject. Hetold the story like a man who loved hla

Confidence In Ships and Men.
The telling of the fleefs passagethrough the Straits of Magellan was dra-matic In its Intensity. You. could see

ioe iMg ana marK the flash of messagesthrough the darkness. All through thetelling ran the thread of perfect con-
fidence In ships and crew, and the audl- -
PtlPft thrtllart ... .1.1.. . li.. ...leeung witn thespeaker himself, and continually broke

niiu install! applause.Sometimes this chord of sympathy withAdmiral Kvans and his theme was ex-pressed in a silence that spoke loudertnnn unnlau
The crossing of the ships over tlveountnrinl linn -- . -- "icb vi -- epiune ad-ministered t. tVlrwa K...1" nn never passedthat mystic crease of demarcation, was

, , " literal manner. Ad. . . A urin Doiteverof every tradition and custom of theNavv - .i.i.ni ui me meetings withthe various Presidents of the South
republics, their coming out to

in ....no instances to meet the Amer- -
"""es irom republic tcrepublic, the crowds on shore, the cheers.... huh, .no interchange of Na- -

"u iiuiivinuai courtesies was tkaleidosi-mit- o pIIm.. .
e.....i.i ui mtur ana move-ment that fascinated and enthused the

nmuesi pucn.
On the Peruvian shores, as the fleetdrew near, was the word "Welcome" Inarge white letters. As the ships woreIn nearer shore these letters resolvedthemselves Into hundreds of figuresdressed In white, and dleposed to repre-sent the Invitation. As tho ships de-parted the white figures on the dazzlinggreen slopes shifted, wavered for an in-stant, and then the word was "Fare-well."

Can Iepcnd on Sailors.
Kvery where and at all times "FightingHob- upheld the honor and obedience ofthe men. With an earnestness that be-spoke absolute sincerity he asserted thatthe American Navy, ships and men. couldbe depended on to uphold the lntegrityand the safety of the country at all timesand asalnst all hazards. His wordscamea crisp and challenging as the words ofJohn Paul Jones himself. But lie didnot believe In allowing the Pacific Coastto i.epend upon an Atlantic squadron. Heargued for a fleet of Si battleships In theAtlantic and a fleet of the same numberof battleships In the Pacific. With heeIn commission, peace was assured. "KvenIf they had to fight for It." he addedhumorously.
"The perils around Magellan werenot the only ones threatening the fleet "

declared the speaker. "At almost everyother Important port there would berumors of a plot to blow up the fleett'ne plot was to set torpedoes afloat ondriftwood, send the driftwood out Intothe ocean have the ships cross thesebarriers and thereby blow up. Theonly things to prevent this were: Firstthere was no driftwood; second, therewas no way of setting driftwood intothe course the fleet was taking, andthird, the ships would never havecrossed any such obstructions. Withthese slight exceptions, the pian wasIngeniously complete."
Canal In Wartime.

The Admiral ridiculed the PanamaCanal as a means of assisting or carrv-In- g
on naval warfare. A stK-- of dyna-

mite In a desperate man's hands wouldbe enough, to cut off egress or ingress.

For the rest he did not believe In any
"l l"e Japanese to seek troublewith the Lnited States. And In many In-stances with a most Ingenuous mannerhe spoke of the pleasant and amicableeffect that six miles and a half of bat-tleships certainly had on the countriesbefore whom they maneuvered. He toldof the marksmanship of the sailors withthe big guns, an i more than once de-clared "we had the ships, the men. theguns, and tne proficiency. We had thegoods, and we could deliver them." Oc-casionally the curt "Ay. ay, sir." of thesailor would creep upo the narrativeand all along during the Intensely Inter-esting evening quaint bits' of sea slangand nautical as well as infrequentlynaughty expressions enlivened and bitInto the otherwise sedate English of Ad-miral Evans.

The reception of the fleet In Los An-geles and San Francisco has passed intohistory, but It will never be as vivid asit was coming from the man at the helm.Again It was the broad sweep of the un-
conscious word-artis- t. Again, there wasthe mighty procession of ocean leviathanscrossing the waste miles of tossing bil-
lows: once more the air and earthtrembled to the Titan-rollin- g chorus ofthe guns. Sea, sky. cloud, wind, rain,and storm all these figured In thisunique and remarkable monologue. Thevery beginning was as abrupt as thedipping of a flag. ' The ending was thesame. Abrupt, yet beautiful. But there
Was Over nil ......n .1 , . .1 rl ..11 l. t t- i i. uia niriiier--
hant of a crreat Heed prt.Qil.- - .-,

for hand-maide- n. tr thi. ; . ......s, Cviii8 iwiin iuherald the glories of a Nation one andmere were stars and sunshine,waving scarves, in sunny climes and fair,and eager faces linintr fin7oi--ir,.- i
thores. And for the sterner aspects
here wan the )iiri.aet!nn .1...."Ji " uBiigci apassed and perils avoided, and through

the storms, far-hea- and menacing, thebugles of the Almia-htv-

To where God loosens over sea and landThe thunder of the trumpets of the night.

MEET IS BEING PLANNED

PIUMAN ATHLETES MAY MEET
O. A. C. HERE MAY 8.

Negotiations fop Event Sow Vnder
Way Pullman Arranges Sched- -

nle of Spring Events.

WASHINGTON STATE .COLLEGE,
Pullman. March SI. isrf.t ,..
may get the track meet between the.usmngion state College and Oregon
Agricultural College this year. Manager
H. V. Wexler, of the state college trackteam, is dickering with the Oregon man-
agement fo the end that the meet may
be held at Portland May 8. and althoughit has not yet been clinched, Wexlerexpresses himself as In favor of thedate and place, so that it is entirelyprobable that the event will take placea Portland.

This will be the first time in two yearsthat the two institutions have contestedIn track athletics. O. A. C. is. reputedamong local athletes to have a strongbunch of men this year, while the pros-pect for the strongest team in the his-tory of W. 8. C. is good here.Practically all the dates for the vari-ous intercollegiate, as well as the minormeets, such as inferclass. etc.. have beenscheduled by Wexler for the coming sea-son on the track.
On April 17 will occur the event whichis known as the Junior meet, when the140 cup presented by the Junior classwill be contested for. This is an annualaffair and develops some keen and in-teresting rivalry among the various classathletes. It has been a feature of Springathletics for a number of years past all"W" men being, of course, barred fromparticipation.
The Freshmen hm-- a 1. .

athletes for their meet with the Idaho
i. .hutu ine university ofIdaho collegiate meet has been sched-uled for May 1.

The third big intercollegiate meet ofthe year win e that with Whitman atPulman. Mav 21.
On June 6 will occur the conference

1 I 111 wn'cn WashingtonState College will enter a number of herbest athletes.

Y STARS TO MEET

MCI.TXOMAH GAMES ATTRACT
SOME FAST MEW

Smlthson Win Strive to Lower His
Record In Hurdles and Will

Have Spirited Competition.

Forrest f9mlthon at,,!. , . : .""iiuuman b crackchampion hurdler of them., . nuiiniK out daily to get him-self into the finest possible shape for the...u,.i nm-- meet to be held at thArmory Saturday night. Smlthson Is en".en in several events and is to runrr " i toe oest athletes of theNorthwest. All of his competitors wiletrive bard to beat him. on account of threputation they will gain from such .feat but Smlthson is confident of maintaining his superiority.
The MtlltllOmnh flitH v.n.ni ....ai..7iuii intenas'"'.' ' lower the indoor record for thejiu iiuiuiea, ana tiie meet is to b'

A0.V,JU.Ci,el.under the rules of ' Amateui
T.nlon. which will serve to secure recognition of any marks made thanight. The Seattle Athletic Club is send-in-a formidable team

of the best athletes of Washington. Amongthese are Malcolmson and Glsh, stars ofthe I'niversitv or Wo . ; . ,- ua.n5ivii, who areto compete for the Seattle Athletic Club.......,, r- Exposition, and abeing broueht here to t .k- -- - - - Lie PCUSUTI.Malcolmson has entertained an ambi- -...... v. in ...ver jimitnson ror some tlmend will likely prove Smithson-- s strongecompetitor Saturday ni.i.. tt- .!. xiowever,there are several high-cla- ss athletes fromthe I'niversitv of Ores-- .
. , ,, " t'i,w Oregon

v .uueee wno win prove fac-tors in the indoor games. It is well towatch the performances of the Eugene
and Corvallls contingents, for they havea habit of springing surprises.

Aside from the regular field and faekfeature, as well as the ten-mi- le Marathonthere is to be a claes drill of the pupils'
of Professor Robert Krohn. of Multno-mah Club. This drill is a beautiful seriesof evolutions. Professor Krohn has takena keen delight in this branch of athleticsand hs classes are a credit to the famousathletic institution.

Mission to Be Restored.
NORTH YAKIMA. Wash.. March 31(Srecial.) The old Ahtanum mission;

which was established in this vallev overhalf a century ago and which was thefirst white settlement In this section. Isto be restored. The local council of theKnights of Columbus has purchased thebuildings and ground surrounding, andwin keep the place tn Its original condi-tion. The" mission was established bythe Oblate Fathers In the early fifties.

Mable Cale Awaits Charter.
ASTORIA. Or.. March 31. Special

The crew of the schooner Mable Galewhich arrived a couple of davs ago
from Mollendo. was paid off here thisafternoon and the vessel will be laid upawaiting a charter.
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BOB EVANS LOOKS, ACTS VERY PATTERN
OF KIPLING'S FIRST-CLAS- S FIGHTING MAN

Admiral Is Survivor of Days When Men Went Down to Sea in Ships. With Muse of Poetry andRomance in Tops, Says Arthur A. Greene.

A. rtTt TTTTX'Tr

OB" EVANS, could, never haveB been anything but a fighter,
though he had lived his days In

a monastery. Nature attended to that
when he was endowed with a certain
chin, two certain chilled-ste- el eyes and
a plain, decisive manner of speech which
one associates with great captains since
the days of the Armada. He looks andacts the very pattern of Kipling's "first-cla- ss

fighting man" not the blustering,
four-flus- h, camera-mad- e and newspaper-exploite- d

hero who is mighty In deeds
only after the Moet & Chandon and thecigars have been Introduced but the last-ditc- h

leader of desperate assaults andhopeless defenses.
Yet In his apartments at the Portlandlast night the great Admiral was as mild-ly gracious and companionable a seasonedold as you'd find onany bloody quarterdeck or in any hotelbedroom In the world. He says what hehas to say with the precision and direct-ness of one of his own forward-turr- et

guns when it carried messages of peace
and good will to Cervera in Santiago
harbor ten years agone. He doesn't pa-
laver nor hedge, and wastes no time bow-
ing to the shadow of his own importance.
He's a little man. five feet six, or there-abouts, I should say. and he is slight. Helooks physically as agile as he is men-tally alert..- - Were it not for the reprehen-
sible habit of rheumatism which he has.he looks fit to scramble into the shroudsin spite of his 62 years, which he doesn'tlook. We call him old. but after observ-ing him closely for 15 minutes I'm pre-pared to believe that he isn't on speakingterms with old age. His face is almostthe color of the fair-leath- er suitcasewhich stood In one corner of his roomand It is seamed Just sufficiently to make

ADMIRAL

r

Pr

him a delight to the student of physiog-nomy. He threatened to leave hiscrutches, hlteh up his trousers and rolldown below" . to his dinner, but justthen must have felt a twinge in his badfoot and reconsidered the matter.That foot, by the way. is a souvenir of
nei day's outing at Fort Fisher, backin 65. when he was painfully and ef-

fectively shot up by some belligerent
Southern gentlemen.

. His hair is Just gray enoughto look as if someone had sift-
ed talcum powder through it. Heseems to have no more nerves than a
tight-rop- e walker, and commands him-
self so well that one ceases to wonderhow he can command a battleship ineruption. His voice is' pitched In themiddle register and has a kindly, almostan affectionate quality, in spite of histerseness.

"A enemy. Intelligentlydirected, could cut the Pacific Coast intoribbons In 60 days; I'm not an alarmist:Thats' the truth!"
So he started talking about things andthings.
"It's time for Congress to quit fiddling

and do something. Quick! Declarationsof war come by telegraph, nowadays!And the 'wire' usually arrives after thefirst blow has been struck. Germany andEngland are liable to fight any day. andtheres' no telling .what other complica-
tions might follow. War might come tothis country in a minute! Just like that,(snapping his fingers).

"Germany is threatening England'svery existence as a maritime power. Thefeeling between the nations is so ugly
that the most . trivial cause might betaken .as an act of open hostility. Snme- -
thing like an insult to the King by German RUDjecis or to emperor William byEnglishmen. France and Germany are

EVANS AND RECEPTION PARTY
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still making faces at each other. Wemight get mixed up in some very seriousbusiness simply as an Innocent bystand-er. You can't tell."I asked the Admiral when the limitwas rt be reached in the matter of
sire.

"About 26,000 tons. We are asking forfour of this tonnage, and we figure thatIs about the maximum. If we get themwe'll have as good as any country willever build. It's possible that 28,000 couldbe handled, but I'd say about 26,000. Suchships would cost $9,000,000 each; they'd
be 530 feet long over all and 89.6 beam.It would take 39 feet of water to float'em."

"About the ship subsidy plan?" he was
asked.

"It's almost to me thatAmerican people are not a unit for It.It's the only possible way for us to re-gain a respectable footing for our mer-
chant marine. This country's merchantships began to disappear from the seajust as soon as Investors discovered thatrailroad and other public service corpo-
ration bonds were better earners thanstock in merchant ships. Capital willnever build ships until it becomes prof-
itable to compete with foreign carriers,and the only way to secure this ib tolend the of a subsidy."

This was the longest continuedverbal cruise upon which AdmiralEvans embarked during the interview."How did you first get the idea of
What made you think you

were a platform orator?" I ventured,gently.
"I'm not an orator! Don't get a fool-

ish notion like .that!" he came back,
and-th- target was reduced to an at-
tenuated frazzle.

"Never did anything of the kind be-
fore, but I like It. You see, I'm inter

AT

omorrow
Sensational values Immense special
purchases for the two greatest bar-
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of such magnitude that it is to your
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ested in a better navy and some others
and myself thought It would be a good
scheme for me to go around and tellpeople what I know about It."

In spite of his denial of the soft
Impeachment, "Bob" Evans is rarely
eloquent In his rugged, level-heade- d
plcturesqueness.

"I saw a man pick up an unexploded
shell with its fuse burning and throwIt overboard. That was on the oldPowhatan during the Civil War.That's the bravest deed I ever saw. It

v in action ana tne gun he washelping to work was faulty. After thefuse had Ignited the shell dropped outof the breech to the deck. The gunner
calmly- - picked up the sizzling thing,
carried it to the rail and threw itoverboard. Why, I'd have fainted, andso would you."

"The two greatest naval commandersin American history were Farragut andDavid D. Porter. It was my privilege
to serve under them both as ayoungster.

"Paul Jones? He was a fine pirate
and a dandy fighter. That's about all.He started In as a slaver, you know,(which I didn't). Yes, he was mateon a - slaveshlp before the Revo-
lution." (I'm thinking now what thedear D. A. R. will do to Admiral Bobjust for that.)

He impressed me most as a survivorof the days when men went
down to the sea in ships with themuse of romance and poetry hovering
In the tops. Walter Raleigh, royster- -
lng old Drake, Amys Leigh, Nelsonbarragut, Dewey and Kvans. Whata foregathering that will be whenthey all get together in some snug
home port some day! My old navalfriend Kipling said the last wordabout Bob Kvans when he wrote 1
fly-le- af of one of his books by way ofpresentation:
Zopbaum, draws with a pencil.
And. I do things with a pen;
But you stt up In a conning-towe- r
Boesing 800 men.
To him who hath shall b alvenAnd that's why these books are sentTo the man who has lived more storiesThan Zogbaum or T could Invent.

Rosenthal's pumps fit at the heel.
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MORE TIME IS LOST

Committee Fails to Report on
"Commission Plan."

COMES UP AGAIN TUESDAY

City Fathers Spend Considerable
Part of Session In Working Off.

Threadbare Puns About a
Harmless Street Clock. '

Owing to the fact that the committeror seven has not completed the work
e,l U' CUy Counc dld ot takeup matter of submitUng to the elec-tors the proposed commission plan ofcity government at Its meeting yester-day but will consider It at an adjournedsession next Tuesday morning at 9 30o clock. At that time the proposedamendments to be reported by the com- -

Lee ieveT 08 ready, and bothwill be discussed.
,t,xth,e afternoon session of the Coun-cil it developed that the former plan tosubmit to the electors the question of abond issue of J2.000.000 for the construc-tion of a high bridge across the Willam-ette River at Broadway and Irvingstreets has been abandoned, and theproject will be voted upon at the regularelection. It was at first thought bestto submit it at a special election, to beheld at the nrimarlr. Hot t I. .

yian is 10 nave it acted upon In June.Councilman Rushlight Introduced
OrdlllflTIO. , Prontlvff rt . I. it' r. v. ma AA(.'Ull 4tfl I. rrl ....). n . .. .n. I

fs ' ,'..J tui engineerto draw plans and specifications for thoproposed Madison-stre- et bridge, but asthere wure ....net aiuttivl.. . . u , . v .n..nn.. l. ii .. i . 1 n-- 1 pres-
ent to carry an emergency, this was laid

uuLu ncjLi. i urauaj. i ne executive
uuaiu ,rcu njr me privilege or employ-ing an engineer to supervise the con-
struction, as well as to design the newspan.

Mayor I.ane and the members of theCouncil had considerable fun over anapplication of the A. & C. FeldenheimerJewelry Company for a permit to re-
move the clock that stands in front ofthe store at Third and Washingtonstreets to a new location In front of theRothchlld building. The Arm secured aspecial permit 12 years ago to place thotimepiece where it has stood so long, butthe permit is revocable at the pleasure
of the Council, and the jewelers wishthe privilege of shifting the clock fromthe old to the new place.

"The main objection to granting thispermit." said Mayor Iane. "is the factthat the clock never kept correct time.""That is plain on the face of It," said
Councilman Annand. who introduced themeasure, "but, as the firm has the per-
mit now, it is just as well to let themmove the clock."

"It is time they got a good clock," re-
marked Councilman Driscoll.

"I have no particular objection to grant-
ing the permit, but I dislike to have them
hand us such poor time," was CouncilmanVaughn's comment.

"The clock feels the humiliation." said
Councilman Wills. "I have often noticed
that it doe; it holds its hands over lis
face nearly all the time."

"Yes. and at other times it gives pass- -
ersby the glansy stare." added Mayor
x.ane. it really should be regulated

I don t believe in running the clock
down, said Councilman Cottel. "Let u
either grant this permit, or keep quie
ahont It "

"I hone p..". Ini.n ' ' . . .1 .
Meripfe "that none of you will get woundup on this subject, for time is too valua-
ble to waste on such a matter."

The Council finally voted, but the ap-
plication for a permit was denied. Mayor
I.ane. however, told Councilman Annand,
the author of the resolution, to tell A. &
C. Feldenheimer that they have Just asmuch right to change the clock's locationwithout the permit as- - with it. as all spe-
cial permits are without authority of law.

Latest style purr. p. at Rosenthal's.


