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s possible under the Spokane ruling
in its present embiguous shape
The Commission apecifically ex-
' pressed its lack of Jurisdiction over the
rales which might be made between
the BEast and Pacific Coast ports, and
¥ BL the same time assumed thes right to
| regulate mates so strongly Interdepend-
| eDt with those established by water
b vompsltion that one could not poEsi-
1. biy be disturbed without affecting the
i+ others. The Spokane declsion—if, as
+ stated by Mr Prouty, it * ins nbout |
- what it in effect prevents the
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[ra.llmnds themselves, has been de-
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TAFT'S TRIBUTE TO CLEVELAND.

In & letter written to The Oregonlan,
censuring Prestdent Taft for his eulogy
on Presjdens Cleveland, delivered at
i1hs recent memorial exercises In Now
York, Mr. Willlam Hampton Smith
Protests agwinat the ascription to Mr.
Cleveland of high merit and honor for
the stand he took on the silver ques-
tion, resulting in protection of the
Public credit, tin restoration of confi-
fdence in business affeirs, and in pres-
srvation of the Integrity of the money
of the country. Mr. Smith insists that
President Cleveland only played into

the hand of “Wall etreet.” and in-
Nivtad terrible injury upon the country,

We cannot print Mr. Smith'a Jetter
in full, for it is bath looss and long;
but we quote a sentence or two, to
wit:

“The infamy of that aot, which
shut out silver from colnage in the
United Stavtes, while jts unlimited coln.
nge {8 continued among all BEuropean
hations, s almost beyond conprehen-
sfon.  Bliver is gquoted on the market
BRL 60 conts an ounce and ail European
countries are colning it at $1.32% per
ounece, while the minta of the United
States are prohibited from coining it
at all”

It is evident that Mr, Emith remains
as 10 sallver In the state of mind that
possessod him In the Bryan pertod, a
dozen years ago, with only such infor-
mation to this day as the sllver orators
suppied him. Stiver, evervwhers, (s
now worth about 50 cents an ouncs,
The London rite, as quoted, (a less, be-
vauss it is the quotation of silver only
“nine-tenths fine,™ according to the
custom of that market. But thére s
no free colnage of -silver in any of the
mints of Europe, nor has there been
for more than & quarter of a century,
The mints of Europe and of Amerien
deal In the same way with silver—ecoin-
Ing It in large quantitias for purposns
of small payments and of “making
change.,'" but reatricting both its coin-

age and 1ts legal tender power. Gold
is the basly of money In the whola
commercial world; yot all nations

muintaining the gold standard use

much =llver as subaidiary money, but
limit its colnage and its use In dis-
charge of debta, s0 as to prevent ex-
pulsion of gold and substitution of
siiver as the standard.

President Cleveland was fully en-
titled to-the eulogy he recelved from
President Taft: not only in the miatter
of maintaining the gold standard, and
thereby the honor and credit and in-
dustry of the country, but in his wise
and resolute purpose and policy of en-
foreing the authority of the Unlted
States at home and our National dig-
nits and preéstige abroad. Taft's
eulogy of Cleveland was.ona of the
most discriminating and excellent trih-
utes that any occupant of the Presi-
dential office has ever rendered to a
predecessor, No man's discourse
Lincoln, or Jackson,
has ever had more genaral approval
throughout the country than Tafya
fine tribute to Grover Claveland,

oan
or Washington,

SEARCHING FOR THE LIGHT,

Traffic Director Stubbs, of the Har-
riman llnes, and Interstate Commerce
Comm lasionery FProuty have had a con-
ference at Chicago regarding the Spo-
kane rate case decislon. A Chicago
dispatch says that the attempt of Mr.
Stubba to “get some light on tha da-
cision' avas unsuccessful. Mr. Prouty
ia sadd to have Informed the railroad
man that meant about
what it sald,"” and that the order “was
drawn in a way which, in the opinlon
of the Commisston, would make it
most diMeult to attack successfully.,”
Dozpite the difMcnlt ¥ "whioh will nec
=arily

“the decislon

B
be enconntered in contesting the

scribed as a “thing of shreds and
patches’ and what is now needed is
eomething more concrete: something
that can regulate abuses in ratemaking
in the Spokane territory without in-
volving every point along a thousand
miles of shore line on the Pacific and
eeveral hundred miles inland. The
Intsrstate Commerce Commission In its
Spokane decision has turmed loose a
wild animal, and seems to have de-
pendsd on the railronds getting it into
& rcage, or handMng It so that it win
not harm anything.

JUST TAKE THE MEDICINE.

We are not to expect any man of
standing, of independence, of ac-
knowledged fitness and charactaer, to
announce himself ¢ candidate for the
Mayoralty of Portland. and go Into
the primary to fight it out with con-
textants. Consequently we shall have
the eandidacy only of Inferior men.

The tendency, the sure constquenco
and effect, of the existing system |Is,
and ever will be, the elimination of all
men of real strength of charactar and
of acknowledged fitness for important
positions, from leadership In public af-
fairs, High-minded men, fittest to
sarve the public, will not engage in
this scrambla. Under the representa-
tive system pubHc sentiment could bs
united on men deemed fAttest, at least
on men deamed fit. Not, under the
primary system.

Don't worry, however, for it is. am
era of “reform.” ‘"The peopla” are to
rule, and for every leading place pro-
tenders and upstarts whom no comn-
ventiton would nominats will nominate
themeelves. For thelr merits have
boen long overlooked, and thelr time
now -has come. By a small plurality
one of the candldates wil] g2t the nom-
Ination. Then, becauss Iin the firat
place he isn't fit, ang because in the
next place there has bepn a bhitter fac-
Honal Aght in the primary, the man af
the opposite party, who probably svill
be no fitter, will be elected. But don't
expect to get first-class men for {m-
partant office, undar thls svasiem. All
talk of bringing out under it n frst-
class man for Mayor of FPortland is
absurd,

The effect of the system—though
eadly misconceived by many, bafore
the trial and proof of it—is to ellmi-
nate men of stremgth and character
and leading from consideration for im-
portant places, and to give contestants
B chance to bring themselves forward
—men who complained they never had
o chanco under a deliberative or rep-
resentative system—ihrough which,
however, thelr real worth, or lack of
it, might be estimated.

The primary law is the opportunity
of self-seeking mediocrity, or of some-
thing below {t, and the assurance of
poor publlc service.

WHO'LL BE THE NEXT®

The letter from A. M. Hoftstadt, of
Bedro-Woolley, Wash., which s printed
In another part of the paper today, is
of profound Interest to the City
Portland. Mr. Hoffstadt need
have asked s0 urgently that it be
printed. The Oregonian prints thas
letter with inexpressible pleasure, and
hopes that it will be followed by oth-
ers of a slmilar tenor, though, of
course, the bld should be ralsed by
each new contributor. The man from
Sedro-Wooley offers the neat sum of
25,000,000 fora monopoly of ths llquor
trade in Portland. This is something
like nwhat the city ought to receive for
the oprivilege. Compared with tha
paltry offer of $1000 a day from the
bpromoters of the Gothenburg scheme,
It 1s princely; but still it is not enough.
The monopoly & +worth more. Who
will bld slx milllon?

By thus egging on those who desire
& moncopoly of the llquor business o
bid against one another, The Oragh-

of
not

nian hopes to run the price up to a
respectable figure In the courss of a
few weeka. What is to hinder

us
from obtaining money enough in this
easy, this delightful WwWay 1o pay the
expenses of the city and relieve the
careworn taxpayer from all future
anxlety over his lot? Nay, ws ahall
not stop there. By dexterous manayg-
vering tha hids muy be exalted 1o a
figure which will give Portland all the
new* bridges across the Willamette
that the most alry promoter could long
for. Wa have &lsp in mind an ex-
tensive series of parks, one of them in-
cluding the whole of Washington
County, to say nothing of the boule-
vards of which we fondly dream. No
reason Is apparent swwhy sl the funds
needed for these patriotic enterprises
should not be ratsed from the liquor
traffie.

1f Mr, Hoffstadt §s eager to pay 35,-
000,000 for the privilege, certainly it is
worth ‘more. Undoubtedly he has
studied the subject and is allowing
himself & handsome profit. In & few

CRH

ufl ¢

the Interests

of such a large area
untry and the business of so many
milea of rallroad are at stake that it is
an absoluie necessity that some mora
deimite understanding be reached than

transcontinental railroads from haule
Ing west of S8pokans any of the CoOm-
moditles swhich can be brought to the
Coast ports_ by water,

It segns hardly probable that any
such drastic effoct wis intended by
the Commission, which has at all
times docrend that the long and short
haul provisions of the Interstate cOMm-
moree act did not apply to territory
nffected by water competition. Re-
gardless of which alde Is victorious in

the contest that the roads will malke,
much trouble and expense will be in-
curred. Instend of meaning “abougt*
what it says, the decision should have

besn 50 piadn and should have =o thor-
oughiy covered the Coast rates, aa weall
as the Spokane rate, that there would

have been no mismmderstanding.

Mr. Harriman in a recont Interview
was Invish in his praise of the attitnde
of the Mexican government toward
rallroads “They grant a charter”
sald ho, “and state just whet ¥ou ¢an
do Theyr belleve In regulmtion, but
have no falth In commissions, and
when anything unusual happons it |=
passible to get very quick decisions ™
A polcy of this nature would
Vihe

¥ slmplify matters which become
ko badly tangled as the Spokane case
promises to be before we are through
with .

Our new railrond polcoy. which wes

forced on us by the arrogance of the

days somebody else will bid six million,
then, seven, eight, nine, and =0 on.
Heatven alone knows where the en-
thralllng process will stop. The ona
certain thing s that it opens to the city
& prospect of unlimited riches and wil
act as a svothing balm to the dis-
tressed taxpaver.
—_—

GHANARY OF THE WORLD,
The Literary Digest prints somas in-
teresting observatlons from an Italian
writer on political economy, in which t
is predicted that Canada is about to
become the “"ErTanary of the world."
The basis for this prediction seems to
be the fact that just at present the
new country to the north of us i ship-
ping a very large proportion of all the
Erain that s grown, and that the PoOS-
sibilitles for increasing the output of
the cereal ares great. Reducing the
matter to figures, however, it Is not at
all cicar that Canada has any mora
right 10 the +title “granary of the
world” than the Argentine would
have, and not noarly as much right to
the title as the United States wwould
have. Ths wheat crop of the United
States lnst vear was not up o the
average of recent years, the final out-
turn showing abouwt 864,000,000 bush-
cle. Exports from the Unlted States
in 1808 were 140,000,000 bushel=
The Canadlan crop of last year was
124,000,000 bushels, or less than one-
fifth that of the United Statss, and
much smaller in #ta total than the ex-
porta alone from the United States
Canada is a big country and will in
the coming »ears show a large in-
creass in its wheat production. With
that increase, however, will come, as
in the Tnited Stetes, an inocrease in
the home consumption which will
stleadily lessen the proportion of the
crop which will be available for other
countries. .At the present time. de-
aplte the sparsely settled regtons of
Western Canada, 1t s extromnoly
doubtful If tha proportion of the crop
shipped. as compared with the amount
grown, is as large as that of tha Pa-
cific Northwest.
The maximum crep produced

in

about 60,000,000 bushels, and from
that crop there were shipped slightly
lens than 47,000,000 bushels, or nearly
one-third of the total emount export=
ed from all American ports, As the
wheat crop of Canada increases the
population will increass correspond-
Ingly. The statistdics on wheat pro-
duction, which might he supposed to
Eive a country the right to be termed
the “granary of the world,” make a
much more favorable showing for the
Argentine than for any other country.

In 1902 the crop of the Argentine
Wits 117,000,000 bushels, while that of
Canagdn was 99.000,000 bushels. FLast
¥ear the Argentine crop was 192.000,-
000 bushels, while that of Canadn had
increased but 25,000,000 bushels, In
the Argentine the possibilities for a
vastly Increased GCTreagd® are very
much greater than they are in Can-
ada, and, {f 1t 1s proper to apply the
term (o any ecountry, we may maost
appropriately mention the Southern
country as the “granary of the world.”

AN INTERFSTING LIFE.

A man who, ltke Judga George H,
Wililams, Mves 5§ ¥ears or more, will
necessarily leave the world a very dif-
ferent place from what he found .
Thi= will be true even if he does not
himself help 20 introduce changes,
Variation is-the law of life, and change
will come whether & man lkes it or
not But Judge Willlams has not been
numbered among thoss  who Teslst s0-
clal growth. He has had & hand in
the development of the country and
some of the most important events
which have talken place in the course
of his long life he has itiated. Born
in 1828, his youth and early manhood
passzed during the turmoll of ths anti-
elavery struggle. Clay’s Mlssourt Com-
promiss was enacted three years before
Willlams saw the light, and lasted until
It was declared unconstitutional by the
Dred Scott decision, in 1857 This
brought the slavery controversy to a
head and probably made the Civil War
inevitable. Some writers have said
that the conssquences of thea Dred
Scott decislon will forever warn the
Supreme Court Aaway from politics,
Whether 1t will or not remains to be
seen, The lessons of the past are gome-
times forgotien even by wisa men.
Moreover, when the Constitution comes
into politics, how can the Court evade
the Issue?

The first rumblings,of politicas which
Willlams heard in his boyhood must
have come from thHe bitter atrife be-
fween Andrew Joackson and John
Quincy Adams. Jackson recalved 99
electoral votes, in 1824, while Adams
had but 84. Still the votes for Clay
and Crawford threw the election into
the House of Repressntatives where,
by what Jackson's partisans called
“bargain and corruption,” Adams was
chosen and the popular will defeated.
Throughout tha next four yoars Adams,
who Was an able and honest man, was
hounded by this ery and it finally de-
prived him of re-election. In the last
¥ear of his administration the Jack-
son faction forced through Congress
the “tariff of asbominations’™ which
definitely committed the Undted States
to the theory of protection. The rnan-
ufactures of Mrssachusetts now be-
gan to predominats over her shipping
Interests, and Tollowing the law of
economic determinism, Daniel Web-
ster mbandoned the free traders and
Joined the high tariff men.

Willams was nine or ten years old
when Calhoun and his South Carolina
Bupporters tried to “nullify*” this pro-
tective tariff act. They rather counted
on Jackson's indifference, since he was
& theoretidal froe trader and a great
believer In siates’ rights; but he was
also & believer in the Unlon, and his
declslve action stifled secession for the
moment in the cradle svhere It was

born. The sturdy infant was not
killed, however. For the next thirty
Yyears it was stealthily growing and
An&aily

reappeared on. the stage full
of life and vigor. It was in 1831, after
he had been jalled in Baltimore for
preaching abolition, that Willlam
Liloyd Gerrison began the publication
of the Liberator, in Boston, and the
anti-slavery propaganda {ook shapa
and purpose. The abolitionists wera
as rankly tfainted with disunionilsm as
Calhoun himself, though thelr ethics
Were superior to his, Three years later
Jason Lee trekked across the plains te
Oregon, In company wwith Nathaniel
Wyeth, and the colonization af the
Pacific Coast by Amerlcan pionebrs be-
gen. Thus, whon Willlams was stil]
& schoolboy, the scene where he was
to pass the years of his ripe and hon-
ored age was being prepared. Ten
years later, in 1844, the slave-holding
oligarchs, who had by that time be-
come pPredominant in the councils of
the Nation, coupled a demand for the
military ocoupation of Oregon with
that for the annexation of Taxas. For
the latter they wera ready to fight, for
the former they cared nothing. It was
only a sop to the easily outwlited
North, Texas was annexed the next
year, but it was not till 1848 theat Ore-
gon became @ territory and then aply
because mews of the Whitman mas-
eacre quelled for & moment the oppo-
sitton of the slaveholders.

Two years later, in 1850, Clay made”
his last attempt to allay the bitterness
between the North and South by a
compromiss, but, Inasmuch as his
measure included the fugitive siave
law, it exacerbated Instead of asooth-
Ing the controversy. Webater deliv-
ered, in support of this compromise,

the famous seventh of March speech,
which put tha Presldency of the United
States forever out of his reach. That
his motives ware sincers thistorians
now concede, but few would venturs
to commend his Judgment. In spita
of the growing feeling against slavery,
the Democrats were abla to alect their
candidate, the amiable Franklin
Plerce, In 1852, and Willlams, who
was then living in Iowa, canvassed the
state for him and became one of his
elactors. Plerce rewarded his cfforts
by appointing the rising jurist Chier
Justice of Orezon territory, an offfce
which he held until 1857, when he re-
signed and began private practice in
Portland,

The War of thé Rebelllon mads
Judge Williams a Republican. It was
s 4 member of the Union party that
he went to the Fedoral Sanate, in 1864,
and took part in the stirring contro-
versies of reconstruction davs, Tt is
well known that many of the prin-
cipal act of Congress which restored
the Union and sstablished order in
the South., were introduced by Judge
Willams. When 1t became necessary
later to extirpate the Ku Kinx Clubs,
Grant left the work almost entirely to
his Attornev-General and historians
now agres that the first practical suz-
gestlon for eettling the electoral con-
test between Hayes and Tilden, in
1876, was made by him. Judge Will-
iame was thén 5% years old, in the
prime of life. Since that time a new
E=merallon has grown up to whom tha

{ events sve have mentioned seem llke

ancient history, but Judge Williams s
still alive, still active in the commu—
nity, still eager to meet and wealcome
those changes in government amnd so-
clety which the welfare of the world
requires as thne passes. It is a giori-
ous thing to have Hved 8o lng and so
wall. His earder is an inspiration to
yYouth &nd his honored age the crown.
ing reward of » noble life.

Tha people of the Mount Scott dis-
triot propome to take time by the fore-
lock n the matter of securing a site
for a park. Thére Is a tract of forty
acres lyving south of the carline be-
tween Tremont and Woodmere sti-
tons, covered with a beautiful wiid
Browth, from shrubs indigenous to
Oregon forests to fir tiees of all stages
of growth. While the whola country
round about Is really a park and resi-
dents go and come through It at thelr
pleasure, the time Is not far distant,
Judging from the rapld development
of tha section all along the Mount
Scott carline, when  the ground avill
either all be occupled by homes, or
the increased wvalue' will render the
price of land prohibitive for park pur-
Poses. Hence the movement to se
cure the tract to which rafsrence s
made while there is yet tilme. The
“loug look" is commendable, but 1t re-
malns to be seen whether thosa moust
closely Interested will be willing to
back up their wishes 1n this matter by

the cash necessary to make the long
look In this instance effective.

The net gain 1n the price of wheat
in Chicago in the past five days has
baen 13: cents per bushel Tha net
gain in Liverpool in ths same period
has been 234 cents per bushel, The
speculative Chicagn experts who are
on the short end of Mr, Patten's wheat
deal will have considerable difficalty
in reconciling these facts with their
pet theory that the only strength in
the Amserican svheat situation is due
to the manipulation of Patten. Ar
gentine shipments since January 1 are
8,000,000 bushels less than for the
sama period last year, and the for-
eigners are apparsntly realizing that a
sarious conditlon confronts them.
Meanwhile the 143,000,000 bushels
which the Government found in farm-
ers’ handa on Marfh 1 still remains
carefully concealed from the world's
buyers, who are anxious to take tha
surpius at fancy figures,

Mrs. J. V. Taylor, a ploneer of Mara-
fon County, and widely known, a lover
of flowers and long devoted to their
cuiture, died in her gresnhouse in Sa-
lem a few days ago, suddenly and
painlessly, at the age of 81 years., A
mors fitting close t0 o long life, which
to the last held a tender interest In
growing and blossoming plants, could
not well be fmagined. Surrounded as
If by friends and apeaking things, with
volces on every hand that tell of the
miracle of resurreciion, to those who
can understand them, this gentle life
that had found comfort in many sor-

rows in the beauty and fragrance of-

flowers, came to a close. It Is euay, In
the passing of euch a life, to indorse

the sentiment as expressad by Long-
fellow that—

There is no death: what saema a0 s tran-
nition.

Senator Chamberiain, in & note ad-
dressed to his colleagues from Oregon
In the Senate and Houss, says: "I am
actuated solely by the hope that in all
things affecting commercial and in-
dustrial develapmeént of Oregon wa
may bury political, personal and soclal
differences and act as a unft.” It will
be called a fine sentiment, but it 1s ut-
terly lmpossible. Men who are at var-
fance In their political, personal and
social feellngs end purposes neéver can
“act a8 & unit" on anything. It i=n't
human nature. *“Idem sentire de re-
publiea’ remains as in Clcera's time,
the one sure ground of co-operation
among men.

I+ has been a long time since ths
dexterity of Ah Sin ’n handling the
cards gave Bret Harte such an inter-
esting topic for his “Heathen Chines"
poem; but current news Indicates but
small change In some features of the
game. At Clairton, near Pittsburg,
Pa., the holder of an Ah Sin hand
which contained one more ace than
the late Mr. Hoyle considered neces-
sary was sent to ths hospital yester-
day with two bullet holes in his lungs.
There is nothdng very hazardous in the
act of holding five aces, but the at-
tempt to play them has alwuys been

attended by a considerable degres of
risk,

The Pennsylvania-Ohlo kldnapping
case recallas the effort of a lsarned phi-
lologer to asacertaln the origin of the

words “kidnap,” “kidnapper.” The
authoritles  at his command were
meager and he fell back on the re-
sources of his own Ingenuity. “Iid-

napping."” he said, “and child-stealing
I find are the same thing. The word
kidnapper, then, must have been kid-
nabber, originally, and by the wall-
known method of change through mis-
taken pronunclation, kid-nabber was
caorrupted into lddnapper.” And the
professor looked wondrous wise.

Mr. Kellnher, elected to the Legisia-
lure as o Republican on a Statement
No. 1 platform, I8 & candidate for
Mayor. He will not enter the pri-
mary, but announces {n advancs that
he avill run as an independent. Which
shows what kind of & Republican ona
Republican  State Senator {s. And
there are others.

Afr. HIll and Mr. Harriman met at
FPaso Hobles and nothing happenad,
But it was worth a good many col-
umns for the space-writers. The most
interesting news in the world is about

the things that might have happened,
and didn’t.

The 8San Francisco Chamhber of
Commerce wants it understood that
8an Francisco hasn’t the slightest

prejudice agalnst the Japanese. This
will be great news for Hashimura
Togo, the distingulshed Japaness au-
thor.

The public might be willlng to do
something handsome by thasae Sharon
kldnapers if they would emigrate to
this country and begin aperiitions on
Aoki.

Becker, it seems, struck. the psycho-
logical moment in the Oregon land-
fraud cases, after Haney had quit.
Could any -other have done bhettor?

With the advent in London of the
Ameérican depariment store, old Eng-
land will now got onto the a-b-o's of
tha advertising art

Seattle hotels will not show the
proper spirit (Seattle spirit) if they
fail to ralss the rates during the fair.
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Corvallin College.
The Dalles Optimist.

Now we ars told that the referendum
s to be invoked on the sums appropriated
by tha Legislatore for the mMmprovemants
at the 0. A. C., and one of the arsu-
ments usad by the petitioners ix that the
Legisiature had no right to make the np-
propriation outright, but should have al-
lowed the peopls to pass upon it at the
next general election, as they now will
under the referenduns:.

We suppess there is no use inveighing
against the movement. The proples ara
in the siddle and they know best what
in wanted, and they will give It to unm
Eive it to us good and plenty, Of courss
in thiz instance “the perople” wili mean

a few thousand soreheads, but

as they
have it

In their power Lo rule we must
reApect them as the rulers.

We notice n this connection what
Chamberiain sajd ahout the people's Tule
8%t a banguetl in New York a fow days
8g0. He sald that the peopls are so well
pleased with thelr:new primary law and
the inftlative and referendum Inws that
they would stand om our stathte hooksa
for years to cotna.

Perbaps they will. God alone knows
what the Oregon voters will do, bk we
do know that if there is a right way and
& Wrong way they are pretty sure, under
the present conditions, to go the wrong
way. We see that very plainly from tha
very fact that Chamberlain wase at that
banquet as a Benntor from Oragon. Does
Mr. Chamberlain for a moment supposs
that he wasa tha cholce of a majority of
the people of Oregon? Ha knows better,
Hs knows that he was eleoted by about
the samae tactics as will now defeat the
recent appropriation for gur Ereat edu-
cational institutlon. It is just &= true to
&ay that the real Oregon  sentiment
agninst educatlon as to say It is for
Chamberiain for Senntor.

in

Oregon Observer (Grants Paas).
The speclal sesslon of the Oregon Lag-
islature appears to have been a decldedly
disreputable manifestation in regard to
the representative section. ‘Tha Sonata
behaved itself rexpectfully, but the House
membera seem to havs been grvedy agaln

to get into the treasury all sorts of ap-
propriation bills, and to have been ax-
ceedingly oross and disorderly becausa

they were prevent=d from further robbing
the taxpayers. The normal schools had
captured the House and demandsd full
appropriations for the echools and the
House proceeded to deliver the gooda ac-
cording to agreement, notwithstanding
Sstrong protests from the minority,

Fallure to succeed in thelr schemes
very badly disgruntled a larse number
of the 6D Representatives, who Proceeded
to act llke a band of hoodlums. Townrd
the last they became altogether obstrep-
erous, yelllng and shouting to pravant
each other  being heard, drowning the
volce of the Speaker and Ignoring his
gavel and otherwise working up an incip-
fent riot

It was & lovaly House of Representa-
tives, and admirers of ths primary Inw
must have beeén proud of It—when the
sesslon cloked. No harm was done, and
that is somsething that the people may
falrly congratulate themsalves on,

“WE BUILD ONLY TO BURN."

One of the Greatest and Chiefest of
Our Leonomic Problems.

Wall Street Journal.

It mizght almost be sald that we bulld
only to burn. Our losses by fire in
1008 amounted to §2.72 per capita, as
against an average of ahout 33 cents
for France, Germany, Italy, Switzer-
land, Austrie and Denmark combined.
In Germany also the per caplta never
risss above 49 cents and In some years
has fallen as low as 12 cents,

Bome gtriking figures bearing on
this subject are presented by an In-
surance expert Iin the Popular Sclence
Monthly. Aeccarding to his Ftatistics,
the new bulldings erected, together
with Improvements and repalrs to old
ones. In the United States during the
year 1908 ocost $510,000,000, while
bulldings destroyed by fire in the
same perlod wero valued =t $21R,000,-
000. 'The malintenance of fire depart-
ments, high pressure apparatus, ete.,
for the year cost §300,000,000. In tha
country at large during the month of
January, 1908, the ouflay for new
bulldings and Improvements on old
ones amounted to $1£,000,000, while ths
losses on bulldings destroyed by fire
agEregated more than $34,000,000.

There were, In round numbers, 14,000
fires In the City of New York In tha
vear 1008, making a loss of 37,250,000,
while the maintenance of the fire de-
partment cost 37.000.000. Tn St. Louls
thers were 3200 fires, involving losses
of §1,798,000, and the cost of the fire
department was $1,018,000. To com-
pere thess with foreign conditions, we
mny take the City of Rome, which,
with a population approximately that
of 5t Louls, had 270 fires in 1908,
with = total loss of $56,000, znda 2
charge of only $50,000 for the fire de-
partment.

Heare, then, Is an economlic problem
which, to the living generation =t
leasat, s quite o= important as the
conservation of the country's unde-
veloped natural resourcea. Bduca-
tional and leglsiative processes which
shall afford greater security for exist-
ing property created by human enter-
prise and In use by living cltizens are
ar greatly to be deslred as measurss

which shall secure the Natlon's dor-
mant wealth to generations yet un-
born.

GREAT RICHES FOR PORTLAND.

For Monopoly of the Snloon Business,
£5,004,000,
SEDRO-WOOLLRBY, Wash.,, March 25—
(To the Editor.)—WIll you kindly pubMlsh
through The Oregonian my offer to the
Clity of Portland for the privilegs of con-
dueting the saloon business in Portland
for the next 10 yeaps commencing Janu-
ATy 1, 1010, I wlll pay ths city 35 000,000
and will agren to conduct the business
upon the same plan as tha Gothenberg
Asmoclation; and, furthermore., I will put
up the entire amount of H W00 o he
known as the trust fund., the same to bha
drawn from to pay the privileges of cone
dueting the business avery slx months
I will give a bond of $L000,000 with a fran.
chise. Xindly give this space.in wvour

raluable T,
’ 2 R. M. HOFFSTADT.

Rendean Redouble,
Chicago News
I hata a dun. It makes me falrty siclk,
This leiter saaking me to “plonse romic ™
If 1 could puy I'd do it mighty quick,
can’t, however, mo 1 wiah they'd quit.

They will not, though, let up & lrtle Bt
But threaten suit—a wary shabbhy trick,
Considering the wsuit was poer In ft.
I hats = dun. It falrly makes me sick

That is the worat of getting things on tick,
1 wiah that I had walted for my kit
This eurt reminder makea my conaclence

prick—

Thin letter asking me to ‘plenss remit."”

Credit im mn Invention of the pit,
A thing devised for torment by Ol Niek
1 can't grow calloused. T am tired of it
If I eould pay I'd do It mighty quick
When 1 am
plok
To pester me, to threaten with a wric
To satiafy them 1'd at nothing atick:
i can't, however, 5o T wish they'd guit

broke, that s the fime they

It seema o me ax if they had but lNttle
wit
One can't gel blood from turnip. stons
or brick
Wail, with the

statement | my pipe have it
I 'shaly pimply Tot ‘em kick
T hate & dun,

That ands it

VITAL ISSUES ARE FORGOTTEN.

Direct Primary “Rots Statesmanship,™
Says a Southern Magazime.
Chicago Inter-Ocean:

The editor of Undéle Ramus’ Magnzine
deolares In the March issus that the di-
Fect primary “has Utemally Aqueezed the
South dry of the sap of statesmuanship,™
and that, though It has been “porhaps
B necessary evil in tne past. it is one
that should be no longer enduared.

It ia poaaibly well to say heére that the
maguzine In which these criticisms W=
Pear is uying to be more than pariodical
of entertzinment. Julian Harrie, son of
tha beloved teller of tales, and the pros-
ent aditor, endeavora to discuss puobllc
questions seriously and from a broad
American viewpoint.

Thene Soutbern censures of the direct
primary have a special interest, for the
Teneon that the suppossd success In thes
South of that favorite politioal pAnacea
undoubtediy welghpd Leavily with ths
AvVerage vorer herecabouts In consenting
o try 1. Yet we find it denounced as
& thing which *rots statesmanship” by »
fhonghtful S8authsrn writer in such terms
05 thess:

In nine caseos out of ten  thore
Fue—no platform—and, as in the t
Bube:

is no is-
Wo Tecent
raRtorin! primaries in Geargln, the re-

ecEtnEy.

In  educating the paople the in-
hucs Lhat - confront them—in the problems
nnd perplexities of our more than ever com-
plleatnd  system of Eovernment. Ba the

benevolent In. Its outward aspects
intentlons, has driven the big
Vitnl tssues out of the people’s grasp.

This 13 a description of the direct pri-
MAry as it works In the South Benerally
and In Georgia particulsrliy. Yot how
much of it is true also of the direct pri-
mary in Illinois! Let the reader think
back to last July and August

Credit 1s cheerfully Eiven to each can-
didate for trying as best he could to
dimcuss the real Issues. Unfortunately,
Mr. Denesn and his newspAper organsg
had begun by assuming that tha cen-
sures of the conduct of the state Insti-
tutions, for which Mr. Dengen was of i«
cially responsible. had a purely personnl
dnimue. Having started on that line, It
was humanly impossible to leave it

And even without the handicap of a
bad beginning, and with the most loyal
will on either slde to discuss the Issues
on their merits sione, those merits wWere
necessarily obscured by the exciting
spectacle of a personal encounter.

The spectators of a battle can taks
little thought which of the armles ought
to win. They ars. toeo much Interested
In marking the attack and the defonss.
They ses the battle as a battle, and ecan
Beo it as nothing else.

And so thoe *“wital issues™” are “driven
out of the people's grasp" by the axcite-
menis of the personal combat. The peo-
ple are not informed and educated. They
ars marely excited, and that not for a
vindication of principles, but for personnl
success. Under such conditions the loud-
est brawler or the most plausible trick-
silar comes to the front.

This expoerience ts not confined to the
Bouth. It !s general

MERE MAN DISTANCES WOMAN.

She Struggles for na Vote, While e
Caytures Mednl ns Boss Milliner,
° Pittsburg Gazette-Times,

When woman is Etruggling strenuously
to szcure the ballot, man s distancing
her in many of the flelds where she has
hitherto held the monopoly. The broom,
her whilom weapon, huas been wrested
from her by the pneumstic cleaner. Bocks
are darped by maechina and the plano
player has brought the ‘‘Stephanle Ga-
votte™ Inco desuetude. Now another blow
has been struck at the supremacy of the
GeX In & department wlich seemed its
exclusive domain. A man has won the
#ald medal st the convention of ths Na-
tional Milliners' Association. THhis is .Y
mors eruel humilintlon than the recent
Ewird to A muan of the prize for the best
battls song In woman's campalgn.’ The
mhin who has earned this distinction isa
civil engineer by profession, n mathema-
ticlan by treining, the son of & milllon-
alre, and only 21 years old. This com-
bination of qualities reminds ona of the
punch reclpe—whisky to maks it strong,
water to make It weak, lemon to maks
it sour and sugar to maka it swest, The
modern feminine headgear requires for
its construction the enthusinsm of youth,
the prodigality of Crocsus, a mastery of
trigonometry and ealoulus and the engl-
neering skill that might create a sus
pension bridge or an BEiffel Tower, Wal-
ter H. Doherty, the man who combined
these qualificntions, will go down In his-
tory as the first man to aRpply the prin-
ciples of engineering to tha bullding of
roof gardens for the falr sex.

Wil woman reallze ero it is too late
that, while sha s gtasping after that
bauble, the ballot, which bothers its pres.
ent possessor =0 much, she is letting sllp
from her many things that are far bot-
ter? What Is the privilege of voting for
Teronce O'Flanngan compured with the
divine creatlve energy that goea into the
architecture of a milllnery miracle? Lat
woman ré#flect and choosa the better part,

Wins Wood-Sawing Champlonship.
Hartford, Conn.,, Dispatch to New York
World,

Shortly after § o'olock ‘Wednesday night
GeOrga Mlichael, propristor of the Pros-
pect House in Bristol, sawed the Ianst
atick of ten cords of wood. Last week
Grorge Leavitt had ten cords of wood
dumpxi In his back yard, and from a dis-
cussion a8 to how long It would take to
snw the wood emanated a wager between
Leavitt and Michael. Michael bet $100
that he could saw the wood In 30 hours,
ani if he dld Leavitt was to pay him the
wager and §1 a cord Engaging an expert
saw maker to keep his two bucksaws in
condition, Michuel started In, and not
only did he succeed In gatting his job
done in season, but he required only a
little over M hours for the ten cords. Ha
is pretty nearly a physical wreck, his
hands belng swollen and terribly blis.

tered.

Where Fire Was Discaversad,
PORTLAND, March 26.—(To the Edi-
tor.)—Would you pleasa publish where

fire was firat discovered and how?

J. P. W.

Fire was first discoversd by Prome-
theus, a Greek Inventor, who was Impris-
onad In the Cavessus Mountains
cruelly treated by the trust magnate
who robbed him of his patent. Full par-
ticulars are given in a book called Pro-
methous Vinctus and all the cyclopedias.

and

NEWSPAPER WAILFS.

“All the world's a stage' *“Yen; and my
cook seamn to think I keep her meraly aa
my understudy."—TLoulsvilia Courler-Jour-
nal

Mrs. Youngwife—What In the first gues-
tion you ask of a mald whom you think of
employing? Mrs. Oldone—1 always say arst,
“"Have you ever lived with me- before " —
Lif=

“How did you curs ynur daughter of be-
ing left-handed ?** *I hought her n beautl-
ful dlamond ring and made her wear It on
her right hand. S0 she 1-—-! in lhu_b‘-ll_ E of
dolng everything with that hand “"—{Teve-
land Leader.

““She's o very matural mirl™ “Se7" fEems

nha'n invited out to dine sha
inks of waking the smallest plecs of

. but helps herself to an m?qh
eat if she weroe al home '—
2 Presa
tarif¥ is a
aarnest L

*The

nderfal institutien.™
e, “Yep." muswarad
Corntonsel. It's more than won-
dorful. It's an unprecedonteld marvel Tt'e
the only thing I ever heard of that aur
Congresaman  wan. afraid to talk ahouyl ' '—
Wasnhington Star.

Police Justice—Tha St
BWwEArs P ve Fou wers grinning ke =
fiesd hefore the cAr hit him. Trolley Metor-
marn—I[ was Your Honor. But yon will un-

said the
Farmoer

InNADL ¥ou ran

dorstand when [ teall You that T was =
chauffour for three yoars hafors T got my
present oh, and from fored of hahis I
thouglit could stesr the car to nvold him,

afier throwing the uapual scfire

isto nmim.—
Fuek.

Life’sSunnySide

When, at Gaines

MIN In 182 the Fifrh
Texas captured two whole regiments o
Yankses, the Texns saldlers ware g »
pProud of thelr achlevement. ¥
Was one of them, and

In his “Soldiers
Iatters to Charming Nallte” he desoriben
in amising scene in connection with the
surrender,

When the Yankee officers surrendered
thelr swords in o body to Colonel Upton
they were an prompt in ths duty that he
was compelled to Iny down the fryving
Pan which ha carried in place of a
sword, and halg the wempons presented
In his arms

Just then he

naticed a coTomoiion
the far end ot the captured
That was near the timber,
of the prieonors were
o pass by “Rig

nt
regiments
and a squad
' making an affort

John Ferrie™ of O«
pany B, who stood thare wunaldadg,

deavoring to Intercept them
Springing Up on & log
swords dangling about |
Upton shouted:
"You, John Farris!
trying “to do now >
“I'm trying to keep
escaping.*

he armful

n every

of

direction,

What am ¥ou

thesa follows from

returned Big  Jahn, in a
stantorian wolce.

“1et them EO, ¥yYou infernal foni!""
shouted Upton. “We'd n gl rather
fiIRht ‘em than feeq e —New York
Sun. :

- - -

Unecle Mona, nesding money, solg
pig to the wealthy Northern lawy
:;ad Just bought the nel boring planis-

on.

After a time, nesding more monay,
he stole the plg and resola it, this
to Judge Plckens, who ved *“down iha
road a plece." Boon arlle rvard the lnw-
yer and Jjudgw met andg,

tima

upon comparing

notes, suspectad what haa happenad

They confronted Uncle Mose. The old

darky cheorfully admitted his guflir
*Well, demanded J » LA

““what nre ¥ou going te do about . 2
“Blessed of | know, @

Uncle Mose, with n broad

Inwyer. | reckon I'l et _\'nh met
=ettle ¢ Dbetwean yo-selves, " —{ jow
Leader.
- . .
Visltor—And ars jyon Rolng to be a
minister, llke your father, Walter?
Walter (aged 4O—No, ma'am. I'm

in some business where

I cun afas
Elve my Ilittla boy a dimes avery «dn
Chicago News.
- - -
Anxious Bfﬂ:}mr-—.]ulum_v, im 1t possiblo
that you, as slck as you clalin to be,
have

eaten that whole rhubarh

Johnny—Yes, mamma. You K the
doctor sald my system mneeded rhubarh,
and I thought I'd better taka od

& B
worse.—Chl-

dosa of It before I got any
cago Inter-Ocean.
- - -

When tha Grand Duke Alexia of Russia
visited this country with his Iinposing
sulte one of the places to which the Rus
sinns went was out West for a buffalo
hunt. The hunt was héld in Bouth Da-
kota, and CTolonel Hateh, of the Army,
Wwas asslgned to taks the party in chargs
and do the honors.

Russians, execept the Cossacks, nre nona
too good when it comes to horsemanship,
and this Information wan ‘conveved to
Colonel Hatch, with the ™Mquest that
soms mild and gentle steeds be procured
for the visitors for the hunt. Hatch did
tha best he could with the Army
and the cavaleade started
Robinson.

The leaders roda slowly,
and impoelng procession. Just as Hat
WwWis congratulating himself that aver:
thing was golng nicely, his orderly
up from the rear, saluted and sald ‘Beg
pardon, Colonel, but ons of tliam kings
has fell offt."—Saturday ' ening Post

. . .

The new minister in a Geormia chureh
was dellvering his first s=rmon. The
darky janltor was a critical Jistensr from
A& back corner of the church. The min-
Ister's ssrmon  was ologuent, and his
prayers seamod to cover the whole cnte-
Eory of human wants,

After the services one of the deacons
asked the old darky what he thoughi of
the new minlster. “Dan’t you think
offers up a good prayer, Joe?"*

“Ah moa' suhtainly does, bLoss. Why,
that man axed de good TL.ord fo' things
dat de odder preacher didn't oven know
he had!"—Bverybody's.

- -

muou.

from ¥Fort

1t was & long

Toddn

Tym

-

Two telephona girls wers talking over
the wire one afternoon. The subjeet of
ihe conversation wasa lawn party, which
was to take place the next day Both
were discussing what they should wenr,
and efter five minutes had come to no
declslon,

Willle Vet—What's an army endursnes
test, ma?

Mother Vet—Living with your pa the
first few Jdays after he E®is his pension
money.—Puck.

- - -

“He says he has never kissed hiz wifa,
I think that's outrageous, don't you?'

“No; I've seen hia wife.""—Housaton
Post.

- - -
"1 forget mo easily. I wish
somathing to exercise my meamory." -
“That's stmple,”” sald his friend “Just
lend me $10, and let me Enow if you for-
Bt 1L —Judge.

1 could do

IN THE MAGAZINE
SECTION OF THE

SUNDAY
OREGONIAN

FIGHTING A BULL BARE-
HANDED IN THE RING
Edwin C. Jobnson writes a
graphie deseripgion of an extraor-
dinary exhibition of eourage and
foolhardiness by an American
negro in the City of Mexico.

MEASURING TORNADOES
AND STUDYING

THEIR CAUSE

Professor Frank H. Bigelow, af
the Weather Burean, is studying
the devastations of tornadoes gnd
has made many interesting dis-
coveries as to the nature and hab-
its of this king of storms

STEADY PROGRESS OF
FRANCIS RICHTER
Mrs. Alma A. Rogers writes of
the progress of Portiand’s blind
boy musician in his studies abroad
under the great teaeher, Lesche-
tizsky. :

THE LETTERS OF A
JAPANESE SCHOOLBOY
Wallace Irwin has discovered a
new vein of humor and ereated a
new character in Hashimura
Togo. The aerial exploits of the
Wright brothers ara quaintly de-
seribed this weels

=
k|
—

‘‘GETTING A LINE ON OGGIE"’

Sewsll Ford introduces Profes-
gor Shorty MeCaba into arisin-
eratic society, and incidentally ke
shows up an English Lord as a-
snoh.




