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BEMARKES ON FOSSILS AND FOSSILISM.

It pleases one and another, here or
thero, pod selzes them, 1o
chara« ¢ Oregonian 28 "a
drag on the * “an obstruction |
to Ita progres “iis blighting In-
fluence the o eason why the |
St of Washin has surpassed in
growth and deve State of
Oregon.” Al it ia
sometimes The Ore-
goninn’s desir the Stals
of Oregon to coni existed In
pionser da - y and so on,
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: Coun-
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other publlon s In
ts pul t time, too,
it has been U ne wspLper
of the Northwes) as such
not on It own t through-
out tl nited Stnt \‘ ITHOVer, 45 a
Journal of opil and discussion the
recognition it obtained long ago nnd
it its carear, speaks
ach smment It
g=ary to make any
apology for lack of efficiency or en-
Crgy, at Y The
Oregonl that 1t
has dono i OWNers
hava dons things, too. It and they
have pushed varioups Kkin of Indu:
irial enterprisas to the limit of their
moenne and are dolng It today. They
bive erected Ddulldings, engaged In
manufreturing  Industry In sawing
Jumber, making paper, i and
cultivating lund and rearing stock
In short, they push Dusiness;
more (han all, The Oregonlan
paper {5 the maln agéacy wi
the City of Portland, the
Ciragon, and the Northwest in ral
beafors the attention of the oulsr
seorid
And a= thls nowspaper s not a
it res in the progresa of
the state, In which it has borne a not
unimportant part. BHut sign ns.
the progress haos been, 1 to
have boen greater. The state has been

neglected by those who ought In have
supplied it with means of transporta-
tion, as Washington hns been sup-
plled. This the ome ca why the
development of the Siale of Washing-
ton has so far excecdad thar of Ore-
gon. On this subject the Impatience
of our people is great. But their
prodence and good sense will forbld

i 50

them to chango the Constitution of
the state for the purpose of commit-
ting the siate to the policy of con-
siruction and operation of raflronds;

for that would lead to enormous debt
and to enormous wasta; it wonld
mortgngs the property of every citl-

genn to the holders of the State rall-
road bonds; it would Introduce with
publie ownershli ko insoluble prob-
lem of tn* operation, and establish
the wi orgy of politleal graft
known since the days of Southern re-

constraction Lo ¥ It would lead
also to the so-o Socialist state—
that is to say, publle ownership of
iand and capltal—the totality of the
instruments roduction and distri-
bution Lool to this res and

regarding the present propoesal as the
one great firat step- towards It, every
Bociallst will joyTully the ef-
fort to romove tlr"( barrier
erpcted hy the O to the
furtherance of su
But because The Uruul
poaes this destructive

plenges the subvertiers of
tution, the destroyers of & ¢
based on the rights of pri
erty and proposing the
of individualism in the ata o call It
s fousil.,” *a back nomb “a clog
upon the progresa and prosperity of
the state.” One has called it a “job- |
bernoll”—which is awful, Indeed.
Still another has dsserfed that *The
Oregonian swould have the state
yort to the condiiions of fifty ¥
ngo.”™ Wa belleve this an exagge
tlon: for The Oregonian of todey
would hardiy be at homea In such =
situation. But some things did exist
fifty yoears ago that this journal would
Hka to msee revived, or ished. |
For example, that eif-depand
and seif-relinnce which charncte:

Prop-

ext nination

the people of the older time, when
nobody expected anything that he |
fdidn't work for, and dependences on

& peopla®™
when
culti-

the stnte to “do things {or
was not so much as thought of;
prudence and Industry were
vated ameng the virtues, and men
and women expeoted to find thelr
resouross within themselves and not to
“lla down on th when it was
inconcaivable th the state should
attempt to promote IS OWND DProgress
xnd prosperity by borrowing money |
in immenss sums &and s=pending It
when constitutionnl barriers against
these foliles and the rulnous c¢onse-
quences were erected without protest,
and the safety of ths state wns be.
{leved to lie !n the established prinel-
ples of homor, truth, justice and per-
songl independence. It may be =&
fashion to think of all this ns “fossil-
fim." and to regard I0 as “AfNy years
behind the times™; but The Oregonlan
does not accept that oplnion, and
trustas it never will, subscribe 10 that
mistake, l

When the time for the next seasion
of the Legislaturs shall arrive It will

| mirzion have been

{ ment

be found that the 4dairy Interests of
the state will ask for legislation just
#< much as 4id the fruit industry a
few years ago. The reguest will come
from the progressive men who will not
brook competition by slovens, No
dalryman will admit his methods are
unclean and shiftlesa, but a little In-
spaction would not hurt some of his
neighbore. More light en the subisct,
by precept and example, will bring It
shout In good time,

LARGER SALARIES ‘.f\'ﬂ REMEDY.

Mr. J. F. Patterson, in a letter to
The Oregonlan, published yesterday,
held that the salaries proposed by the
new charter are not exorbitant.
Here, he says, In a corporation-—the
city of Portland-—disbursing $2,000.-
000 n year, My, Patterson insists thot
men In charge of such a business
c¢hould be worth the salaries propnsed

by the new charter, for in privats
service men fit for their positions
can command gleater sums. Further:

of the American people
helr public aervants
ulred of

T

a8 grent

mistake
do not pay
vaige of t‘n— work Te
Is that thoey gotl an

o isequence
r‘:.- grm e of man When 1) ey diseover
::1-\\ are Eotting the inferior grade of

r%, they abuse the poor Ledeviled official
-1 r' thereby impair his airesdy limited effi-
cleney

This criticlsm misses the whole
matfer. In private busines= only com-
petent men sre employed, These can
command high &alaries, They are
worth 1. But in publle business
every uopstart and pretender has a
chance. The favor he receives from

the elaectorate does not depend at all
on his fitness for the position, but on

his abllity and adeptness in making
himself agreenble to the eclectorate.
Men [ittest for Imporiant positions
will mot enter these contests, They
can oblain employmant §n  private
business at perbaps higher sualaries,

and be free from the changing moods
end humors of the electorate. Men
who c¢an pleass the electorate, but
whose other qualifichtions are scant,
mtend Tor and public positionsa.
wwaquence s that private business
are perved better than
publle nuture. Nor ls there
any help for largaer salaries will
not change eondit for the
people will Always vote for a pretend-
ar who erecta alr castiea for them,
who fiatters and plenses them, rather

enterprises

those of

it

the 18

than for the man who is capable, and
therefore earnest and eqrave. The
pu ¢ amervice, In ia administrative
detalls and general management,
therefore, never will get an efficient
and thorough men as privates enter-
prige can obtaln. “The poople™ will
relect the Dhest man for business and
el the Er!' or one because he has
B oawer eaxes” them

It in hth- thersfarae, to look for
a8 good results from men at the head
of our municipnl administration as
from those In control of large affairs

The salary will have
nothlng to with it Belter men
not be obtalned !In Important
‘N‘I‘I" positions by payment of high
salaries. Men n!' the class pri-
viile enterprises ant, mnd Il pay
high salaries to -.ln!.- n, neaver will
please the electors. What
would AMr. Jossslyn of the
Electrie have for a minute
torsa of Portland? Or
ms of the Gas Company?
editor of The
f them would
election
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THE NEW STATES HALTED.

Arizona and New Mexico will not
be erected at this session
of Congress, though tha House of
Representatives has passed the bliis
for thelr admission. The bills went
to the Benate, where Senator Knute
Nelson, of Milnpesata, and others,
atoppad them, saying they wanted
more time for examination of the
viirious features of the constitutions
that are presented. The Senate is on
jis gunrd against more “fool states’
because the older states are unwilling

into states
»

to be controliled by the new fads
prevalent In states svhich have scarce-
ly the population of a county In a
state of the great Eastern section of
the Union., So the opponents of- the
admission of Arizxona and New Mexico
BaYy.

It 15 alleged furthaer that the con-
stitutions of Arizona and New Mexico
have all “the new trimmings™ of the
system prevalent In the Rocky Moun-
taaln districts, whera “the child of
nntur’ and the echild of freedom'. Is
striking out new {deas of politieal
philosophy and statesmanship; which
penetrate even to the Paclfic Coast,
where it has heen extremely difficult
tn hold the ground against Bryanism
and the notiona of the sllver craze,
and where even Oregon has gone daft
on such things as Initlative and refer-
endum, and on schemes to subvert the
old Constitution, establish Sociallstic
doetrines and compel by Ilaw one
arty to elect to highest positions the
candidates of the other party. Not
having seen the constitutions of Ari-
zona 'and New Mexico, The Oreganian
is mot In position to pass opinion an
them. It merely reporis the allega-
tlons on which the stales seeking ad-
“held up.”

Arizona and New Mexico, therefore,

will not be made states now, nor till
these things shall have been conald-
arcd. At the specizl sesslon or the
next regular one, thero fa certain to
be a debate in both Houses of Con-
gress on the subject that may tend to
illumination of many things. The
East and South, that have tha popu-
lation, constitute the great bulk of

the Nation, pay the IAXes, are respon-
glble for the action of tha Govern-
and must defend it, don't want
any more “fool states,” of scant pop-
ulation and wild ideas, and Insist on
belng “shown.”

WHEAT'S PHENOMENAL STRENGTH.

July wheat in Chicago yesterday es-
tabilshed a new high record for the
season, whila May, hovering around
the top notch, showed no signs 51
weakness, It Is now five months sinces
May whent left the dollar mark in the
rear, and foar the past two months
there has been a stendy shrinkags n
Lhe visihle supply as well as In stocks
in farmers’ hands. Since the turn of
the year, and especlally elnce Febru-
ary 1, there has been A distinet change
irr the sentihnent of the Eastern grain
experts regatding the probable kuc-
cesa or fiflurs of the Patten deal,
which In credited with the creation of
most of the present strength in the
markest. The chlef argumeént ad-
vancod by Patten has always been
that there was an actusl shortage in

the domestic situation and that the
prices toward which the markef wa3
stead!ly pising were warranted by the
short supplies in this country.

Fallure of thess excessively high
prices to hring out any hig supplies
and increasing strength In the forelgn
situation are beginning to point to the
success of Mr. Patten's deal, although
with three months yet to elapse before
its consummation, some changes of
conslderable importance may be mads.
In the Chicago market yesterday
wheat for September dellvery sold as
high as 983 cents, ' compared with
§73 cents on the same date last year,
when crop condltions were less favor-
abla than at this time. September is
exclusively a naw-crop month In the
Chieago market, and the high prices
for that month's dellvery cannot be
regarded as in any degree due to the
present short stocks.

The farmers of the country will all
hope that the speculative element that
is paving so close to §1 per bushel for
1809-crop wheat has not made a mis-

take. Another year of dollar wheat,
especially If the present satisfactory
crop conditlons Temain unchanged,

will spell prosperity for the farmers
in large letters.

FISTOL HONOR

The two Coopers, father and son,
who {n consplracy with John Sharp
planned and executed the Carmack
murder, have sinte concocted A mora
or less plausible story to make out R
case of self-defensa, but there are few
who will be silmple encugh to believe
it. Mr. Cormack was shot, s 80 many
other men have been shot In ths
South, to windicate that pernicious
specter which i= called “honor” in the
pariancs of the plstol toters of Lhe
land of hom!ny and cotton. Thse
Cooper tale of self-defense Is a bit aof
after-thought Invented to fll the gap
which was made when the Cooper
honor expioded, As long as the fatlch
looked robust the murderous gang re-
1led upon 1* to clear them in the eyes
of 8 Tennessee Jury: bot when it ap-
peared that Ceoper the ®ider was &
defaulter and embeszzier, it Legan to
look ns If “honor' would hardiy save
his preclous neck.

There Is juist about as much and just
about as Uttle {in the Cooper honor as
in that of any of the other loud-
mouthed, pistol-toting Colonels of the
Southland. Those who talk most
ahout their exalted feelings and deil-
cate sensibilities have the least to
show behind thelr talk. The kind of
honor svhich relles on shooting & man

in the back to defend jtself has prot
nearly disappeared everywhere

but scuth of Mason and Dixon's

In that h r realm It still floard
almosl as vigaorously os It did in E
rops in the dark ages. It goes with
negro lynchings, night riding and the
chalngang. It Is one proof among

many that the efvil

has lagged behind that of the st of
the country. The Southernors—or

some of them-—are too much occupled
with Introspectlon to keep up with the

procession Th aro nall the time
thinking what elegant creatures the
Lord hins made them, and how much
more beautiful and dignitied they are
then the rest of the peeple of the
gountry. While they are thus ab-
sorbed in self-contemplation the rest
of the world advances and they stand
stlil, Other people work and pro-
gress, The Southern Colonels brood
over thair honor and stagnate. Thie

Coopers and thelr decd are typleal

STATE RAILROAD OWXNERSHIP IN
PRACTICE.
If Oregon should de ic to engage

In construction and operation of rail-
roads, thup relléving Mr. Harrlman of
the neceasity of bullding a line of his
dwn into Central Oregon, It swould not
be - establishing a precedent, The
state nlrendy owns and operales one
rallrond, and, while it |8 & small af-
falr, It offers an excellent illustra-
tion of the results which will be sa-
cured on a vnstly greater scale when
wa proceed to ramify the state with
roads of our own. The rallroad which
has afforded Oregon such a good op-
portunity for determining’'the merits
of #tate ownership 1s the portage llne

running between Cel and the Big
Eddy, a short distance above The
Dalles. Six yeers ago the state ap-

propriated $165.000 for consiruction
of the rond and $25,000 agnin In 1905,
and $10,000 in 1907. In 1503 the ap-
propriation Iz $75,000. The road has
been in operatlon slnce June, 1005
The report of the BHoard of Portage
Commissioners, who have direct
charge of the operation of the road,
has just been lssued. It shows gross

earnings for tha two calendar years
1907-1508 of §5,088, The expense
of “maintenance and operation” for
the two years wis 318 3 the nel
loss thus belng §$13,437 The traf-
fi¢ statement for the two years shows
that the road handled In tons: Mer-
chandise, 1301; swhent, 1536; lumber,

626 (424,000 fest); other gralns than

whent, 13; machinery, 7; cemont, 4;
coal, 3; powder, 56. A total of 3545
tons. There were also carrled, 39

passengers, 14 boats and two horses.
These figures, taken from the report,
show that It cost 'he state 383.80 per
ton more than it recelved for handling
the tusiness. This is perhaps a rea-
sonable figure, since !i enabled Port-
age Commisstoner Lewls and his fel-
& saving on

loww grocera to effect
froight rates to up-river points. Mr.
Hill, who shipped the powder and

some of the lumber for use In con-
structlon work on his North Bank
Rellroad, also undoubtedly appre-
ciates the generosity of the Biate of
Oregon; and the Washington farmers
who shipped the graln should like-
ise be duly thankiul.

Unfortunately, this 3$3.80 per ton
does not cover one-half the loss suf-
fered by the state. When we begln
building railroads an the wholesals
plan outlined by Colonel C. E. Sellera
Wood and the self-sacrificing Mr.
Teal, sve must borrow ths monay a&nd
pay Interest om It Money has an
earning power and value and the
$165,000 which the state sank as
on original investmant in the portage
road is worth at least & per cent. For
the two years this would amount to
$18,500, which must be added to the
cost of operation and maintenance,
and we thus heve a net deficlt for the
two vears of $28,937, which on the
tonnage handled means that it cost
the stata $5.44 for every ton of frelght
transported over our rallroad in 1907-
1808—a distance of ten milas.

There waa no rallroad in operation
on the north bank of the Columbia
until late In 1908 and considerably
more than one-half of tha traffie
handled by the Portage road was to
and from Washington points. Aa this
traffic benefited no ome but Porlage
Commissioner Lewls and his fellow
grocers who sold the goods, it seems
resscnably clear that Oregon enjoyed
the benefit of Portage rallroad trans-

i‘ﬁl‘lmn

i portation on :m.ly ahout one-half of
the 3545 tons. In other swords, the
traffic which Oregon bhad ovar the
rond for which Oregon taxpayers pald
and are maintaining, cost the state
about $16,88 per ton. The argument
hos been advaneced that this portage
rallrond forced the railroads to reduce
their riates. As the rallroads handled
gomethlng more than 580,000 tona of
grain while the Portage road was
handling 1588 tons, the compstition
hardly appears to hayve been appal-
Ungly serlous for the roads, ¥et the
Partage road did succeed In reducing
commodity rates, With i
$16.58, an $5.44, or even a $1.80 per
ton bonus from the state, there are
great possibilities in the rate radue-
tlon line.

Prior to the completion of the port-
age road, the raiiroads 'met ocean
competition at Portiand by making a
tow throngh rate svhich permitted
Portland jobbers to distribute from
this city. When the genercus State
of Oregon donated this $3.80 or §5.44
per ton to'tha cause of cheap freights,
the rallroads on a large number of
commodities, shiftad the point at
whicrh ocean competition was met to
Walln Walla and other Interior clties

which are now distributing centers.
Thereupon Portige Commlssioner
Lewin and his felluw grocers estab-

lished branch houses at Walla Walla
and the distributlve trade In cortain

Hnes vanished from Poertland for-
ever., This 1s all very tovely for Port-
fel-

age Commissfoner Lewis and his
low grocers; but the Portland taxpay-
ér who Is contributing his pro-rata of
that $9.44 per ton bonus will hardly
bs able to disecern any direct benefits,
It In even possibla that tha Oregon
taxpavers may object to paying a
bonus of §5.44, per ton for the privi-
lege of having Washington wheat
shipped over our poertags road.

This burden becomes especially ob-
jectionable when 1t |s remembered
thiat the Washingtonians securs Hberal
rate reductions by the simple and in-
expensive mothod of maximum rate
bills, by. means of which' they have
iin the past Nfteen TS anjo
ae very lperal reductions in wh

The results shown In thes portage
commissioners’ report are not surpris-
ing. The Oregonlun was perhaps re-
miss in its duty in falling to call =t-
tention to the inevitable outcome be-
fore the state's money was sunk in
the project, A warning at that time,
however, would have been without ef-
., for the men who gilded the brick
de a4 good Job of It and the “ncld
t" of net earnings and operating
expenses could not be applied until It
too In If this lHttle “fiyer* In
ownershlp of transportatlon fi-

wis

state

lon of the South |

ollitles should serve as a lpsgon to the

Jllr‘-"gnn texpayers, it may be worth all

It cost and éven mors, In preventing
them f{rom repeating the cxperiment
on tha eolossal acale which the Cen-

tral Oregon stiate road would necessi-

tate.

o must engage In the rall-
w58, why not accept that
offer of Mr. Harriman (o
to Coos Bay for a guar-
4 per cent? In no
we secure the money for

flde
line

hona
build
untee of

n

manner can
building at so low a rato of intersast.
Mr. Harriman's road would also be
put through at much less cost than &8
stite-bullt road. There would accord-

of g

ingly be a gaving on the original cost

and a saving on the rate of interest (o

he pald. Of course the promoters of
the stato ownse p scheme, not belng
fnte d Aot Bay, might object
LT !-.. lihg anywherse except through
their Contral Orngon land grant. They
shou!] not forget, however, that Cen-
tral Oregon has no more right to o
rallroad than Coos Bay, Siuslaw, Tilla-

an dozen other localitles In
the state, and, If one I3 bullt, the oth-
ers cannot be slighted. From the
standpoint of economy, If thera ls any
paoasibility of the te embarking In
the railrond business, wa would do
better to get In on & 4 per cent inter-
et basin than at a higher rate.

monk and

a

Willlam H. Taft has been one of
world's greatest travelers, and
carried his handbag all round
globe. And the side excursiona
has made aro almost numberloss.

ths
has
the
he
Fe

has besan one of thosa who “post o'er
d and ocean without rest™ The
fat man'™ has been the "winged AMe
ey of Tihoudora Hoosevell, nt
now he I8 to bon President, and will
make no excursions into forelgn coun-
{rica:. But so good a travelsr is he

that wo shall expect to see Presldont

Tuaft ¢n the Pacific Coast, even as far
as "Ounalaskn’s shore.”

The business of selecting Jurics
grows tiresome. We shall have to e5-
tablizshi"a jury colony on somae island,
pxclude all the newspapers from [t
and mnka It the sole source of the
enlightened and - Intelligent supply

when a murder trial is on or an arls-
rcerutic grafter s arralgned. Enough
time would be saved to ths couris lo
balance the axpense o dozen fold.

The country along the Ohlo and
Missis=ippl Rivers is once more paying
its annual tribute to the folly which
deatroyed the forests. The story of
waste and ruin Is repeated In every
detall year after yoar, Levees uare
breaking, famllles in flight, property
swept away. Yet there are those who
contend that forest destruction has no
connection with floods,

The word “Immedlate” does seem to
have # certaln significance In the
emeorgency clause when you come to
think of It. Presumably all laws ars
necessary for the public peace, health
and safety, but not &ll of them Imme-
diately. It's the Immediately that
makes the smergency, is it not?

Evidently we are In full career
taward the old-fashioned skyscroaper
bonnat, Anvbody with half an eye
can ses that horror following the cab-
riolet hat as the only logical succeasor.

Just think of it! Tou will wake up
next Friday morning and Theodore
Roosavelt will no longer be President
of the Unlted States,

It’s awfully hard to do anything for

the state, when there are "sneers” at
such, resuits as those of the Ceillo
rallroad.

Nossy Jossph places his own
schemes, for his own profit, first, al-
svays. Don't be mistaken about Nosey
Jasaph.

Fut Is out of style for the gentier
sex, but for mankind—drop in at the
White House next Thureday and sees.

today.

The Governor's ax will need hﬂnl.ngJ

WHAT IS5 DEMOCRACY'S FUTURE?

If Bryan Runs Agnin, It Speils Ruln,
Says This Bryan Democrant.

LA GRANDE, Feb. #.—(Teo the Edi-
tor:}—In a speech rocently dalivered at
Pittsburg, and, more recently, In en ad-
dreas at Danver, Hon. 'W. J. Bryan notl-
fled the people that he will e & candidnte
for the Presidential nomination to be
made in 161% If hia party wanta him.
Thora who have supportad him with more
or less peluctance In puast campalgns have
had lttla dooubt that he \\nuH be a
didate just as longe aa he can muster a
following sufficlent 1o afford him & rea-
sonabls ¢ nee to he nominated. He has
toen a standing candldnte ever since he
was discovered In 1556, In 1904, he. wns
really a candidate and dld not conse
to the considaeration of any other n
until it -was clear that he could not
nominated, and then he suppotted,
the man whom tha people wan
Senator Cockrell, of Missour]
a few wanted. He was di=
the pomination of Judgs P
really did nothing fTor Packer's "l"l‘|nl"
and his espocinl followers in many in-
stances, elther refused to vots at all or
supported Roosevelt. The yote In Mis-
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WHO MUST PAY OURRENT TAXES?

An Hetween Buyer and Seller, It De-
pends on Date of the Levy.
PORTLAND, Feb, 25.—{To the FEd-
Itor. ) —Will vou kindly settls a dispute.

through your piper?

Bupposs A soliz a plecé of land to B be-
fore the 10th of Decemhber. Whao pays the
taxes on said land, A or BY?

TAXPAYER.
# aharnes of on Axpress agreament.
required to pay the tox.
remark

In th

This Iz &1 nppropriate time to
onca more. that The Oregonls
Interast whatever in “‘settl
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Mr. Tuft and Womnn Suffrage.
PORTLAND, Fab. 25 —(T
Permit to Inform Th

President-olect W
wmblle meeting he =
sant vizit to this efty.
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1 i tha loeal
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ho denled at thr- l'-'l.lﬁ'l”\"*" b
s, N. Y. that “"Mr. Taft had ever
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THE WONDERFUL BALANCE SHEET OF THE STATE PORTAGE RAILWAY AT CELILO.

Generzl Statement of Traffic, Earnings, Bxpense of Maintenance and Operation, From the Report
misgioners, for the Biennial Period, 1907-1
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Drives Secret Service Agent From
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'iI‘.nYi KILL S-FOOT COUGAR
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