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 ed, Mr. Ballinger, of Washington, will

Reynoelds, mentioned above, or some-
body elsa from thes blooming prairies

of Illinois, will manage the Treasury. ]

The promotion of AMr. Meyer to be
Secretary of the Navy Is a pleasant
circumstance of course, but one re-
grets somewhat that he has not been

left In the postofMice, where he has
done such good work. Very likely
the naval portfolin carries more dig-

nity, but it Is not half =0 useful to the
people of the country as the poastofiice
As everybods expect-

Paclfic Coast in Mr.
He becomes Secretury

represent thoe
Taft's Cabinet.
of the Interlor.

CONETITUTIONAL CONVENTION.
The House some time ago poassed
A biHl to submit to the people a propo-
eition for a constitutional convention

to bhe voted on dt the next elgction.
This vote could not be taken till No-
yember, 18510. Should there be an

to I8 pages, T cents; 30 1o #4 pag=s, 3 cents: |, miemative vote, the convention might

$8:40 65 paien & Senls, Fureigm Soage be held the following vear, and the
double mates |

new  constitttion submitted to .the
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THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN,

The statement that Presldent Roose-
wvelt has serious concern about the
danger of & rupturs aith Japan con-

taine no exaggerastion

hensiona ha been

him meore than two

spokén to many perso about

It s known t} apprehen |
are shared by retary Root, an
others who are In positlon 1o Enow

While this con-
of the visit of
the ic and

what the real facts ara
cérn was not -
the battieship Nest

the cI

fta voyage round the warld the
congideration that 3§ |
We geeded n 1] of our abllity to
move our ships from one pcean to the
other, and we needed the experience
that the movemont would supply to
the offfcers and men

Japan could ct enormoun loss

upon us, with danger to hears
and lttle expenditure of money. b
could selze the Phllippines at once

and Hawall within a month; she could

force the surrender of our I fic
ports and le anormous tribute upon
our citles, before the United 8BSt “
could collect any force sulliclent for
our reilef; under cover of her fdeet
sha conld iand troops, s
from the co and ? a-
tlons from * which equire
immense effort to @l Wi
ghould not be o 10 g At
all thl we feet; |
nor would ife tO ¢ > the At-
Izsntic Coast defons a single
Japansse b leship mis nccom-
plish ruin there 0f ourse Japan
would be taking chances: but no @

course of Japan

who the
with Ru ought to doubt that
Japanese have the cours and sp

When Japs

s them.

war with Hussja the swhole Wi

d at her supposed temerity.
But how Ja 1 fought that war is
the lesson ¢ dern times in the
history of war.

It is salc with truth, J
lackse money; but Japan cf mi
more swar with one dollar than any
Europesn natlon cuan with three, or
tha United States can with five With

our vast superiority of resources wn
should wear Japan out, but we should |
suffer terrible hum lons first and
fnormous In== ol properts Our
Navy would make a groat fight, when
it could get on the ¢, but the l
whola Nation svould trembis for the
ronsoaquence,; and not within one yes |
conld we collect and get into fit con- |

dition for actual war o |
that would stand |
two Japanese army « It | be- |
vanse 8l these things : hat
the Adminlstration i ' i
during more than two yoars has t
“oneATn about our Htlons |
Japan Moreover, Jnpan knows otur
situation Jukt as well wa know it
ourselves, and she hos tter estimate |
of it than the mass of oor own people
have, who think the bigness of & MU -
try the m ira of its strength against
a smaller, but a w prepared and
actlve adver
But surely, we are told, Japan o
for fling. cansoes
hat « # which may
I TO 1 nol Appear =o
to Japan. ountry Is incapable of

putting itsels her place, so as

judge her motive

Hu: are vou afrald

with a sneer s

the shallowness

nates, Japin

Injars upon 1t

It would tax ail

United Stales o

expel her, and L

stroy her to do 1L ith' ehanco

of - 4 y W Perhaps w@ never

should re : Philippin -the |
loss of wk might not ba great, but

the humiliation would be heavy. Presi- |
dent Roosevelt (s not a man to be |
afrald of dahger. But the

country knows how anxious

been and =till » to Keep our e

on friendly, ter ith Jupan. His |
recent mes 5 he Governor and |
Lagisiature o have be |
extraord |

without
iIs

reanon.
neither

For
a

have beoo
Theodore
coward nor

THE NEW CARINET
In selecting the elght Cabinet mem-
bera whom he t alrendy fixed upon
Mr. Taft cannot be sald to have .lg- |
nored geography. They are scattered |
from the Atiuntic Const to the Pacifle
out neglect of the intervening
of landscape

not seem

STORTA-
have besn the
for the coming
Massachusetts, for |
¢xample, gets twd members, while |
Punsvivania gets but ona, Nor does |
New York, with all her milllons of
peopls and hiilllons of svealth, get
more than ons thus far. What the
future may reveal we shall see when |
the futurer comes, for thore 15 one
cléar vaenncy und one memi-vae.

aLr
phy does
pradominating
President’s choloee.

L€ ]

guide

cancy. The semi-vacancy s=sems (o
have been promised to an Illinois
man. It I= the Becretarvship-of the

Treasury, and If Mr, Réeynolds does not
get 1t, “some other Illncls man®™ will,
It seems to be admitted that elmost
any IlHinols man would make a good
Secretary of the Treasury, perhaps be-
canse thelr state has no gold mines
Threa members of the new Cablnet
nre to hall from the Mississippl Val-
ley. The old and reliable James Wil-
sann will remain Sacratary of Agricul-

tura and Incidentally support Mr.
Wiley In s wvalorous campalign
egainst the polsbon trust Charles

Negel, of Missourd, Is to be Becretary
of Commerce snd Xabor, and XMr.

- = S M

time necessary for

1fford all the
examination and discussion.
Though the House sedd
agn by a very

anme two weeks
obgerve that the

vote, do nc

upon it The preas
of business in that body is greatl, but
fr would n that this hill might be
made a special order for some evenl-

the bill
large
Sen-

we

ate has yet ot

He

{tige, If there 1z no other time, and
ed upon, The Oregoninn belleves
the =lpctors of the state would

. by a great mojord for a consii-
tutional convention. Thers will be
no cost whrtever in submitting it to

them and taking the vote upon it

THESE GREAT “EMERGENCIES"™

In Laegisinture of Illinois there
Is & “more judges” blll, Twelve more
called f In Chicago—aolght for
ilt Court and four for the Su-
“The congested state of

nro ir

the C1

preme Court.

the eourt dockets” s given for the
renson there, as here.

But the Chicago Record-Herald
? the bill = *“a coal, pernicious {i-
| tration of how not ta do 1. That
journal declares that the authors of
the hill “ignore the clearest demon-
siratlons of the urgent need of very
different remedies for the intolerable
evils of the lInw's delay and the 's

stos and burdens, the just Indigna-
tion of progr Ive mon in and out of
the lesal profession at the bourbon
obatinacy of the average lawyer In
sticking to antiquated and senseless

of procedure and practice.’

is reads qulite as If It had bheen wr
with perfect knowl-
Abuses of

Oregon,

edge uation here
this ription, In all our stules, are
Yas * a8 Fluellen sald, “'as my
fingers Ils to my fAnge o

But we must make another quoin-
tion—it fils sp exactiy: “The more
judgoe=s ramedy hna falled In the past
end would fall In the future. It en-
courages sloth, indiffersnce, re ance

genulng re Our dockets are
congested and always will
under existing forms. Perhaps & hun-

o

always be

dred Judges would manage to ep
themn up to date, but the mEpayers
saome Tights whis I
¢ spolilsmen shouid be forced
1o sider.””

s ————

o DEFYING DISASTER
The svorld hears almost with a
shudder that Messina, the [alian cit)
lately troyed by carthquake, will
be rebullt ¥ ¥% there Is no se-
curity against earthquake anywhere
| upon the face of the earth, but cer-
tainly thera is none In that portion of
Itnl which has for ages been the

sport and proy of ssismic power. The
lence of engineering, however, roars
head proudly sbove the ruins of
yttered clty, os it did over thos
and

n Franclsen, speaka confl-
dently of rebitilding on the desplated
site of Messina in a way that will defy

disaster from -\‘lr!‘rq'm]("

Even without this assurance the
city wwould probably be rebullt, slnca
both the natlon and the survivors
the devastiating shock. are 103

of

extent that does not contem
of existence
The power of assoclation

trong;: that of pride In ‘country or
locallty i= invineclble. RBacked by these
which combine under the nnme
I Frang Is slo
1en anckeloth

" and striving to lay her foun-
s 50 eccurely that the throes of
ture will ¢ be able to bring
forth di=anster. different lnes™
I that the City of Messing avill

()

of

in

nl=o be rébuilt., Only time and the
stress of events can tell whether these
“different lnes” will be proof aguinst

des when its

fOun-

uction of the city

dations are agais ke
DRY LAND FARMING
A Pendleton dispatch in yesterday's
! Oregoninn said thsat 10,000 acres of
land within a radius of ten miles of
Piiot Rock, hitherto considéred un-

productive, have been placed In culti-
vation within the past elghtean
months. This land 1s not situated
along the creek bottoms, whore the
greatest amount of moisture is found,
nor I= It whera it can be [rrigated.
it s simply a dry-farming proposition,
and success has already attended the

| efforts of the men who have taken up

this dry-land  farming by sclentific
methods. At no previcous period In
the agrionltural development of the
Northwest haa there heen =0
shown m “better farm-
termed scolentific farm-

Paclfic
much Interest
usualkly

Ing."”
¥
s ago the average farmer
regarded with mild disdaln the college
armers, who were Just beginning to
spread the gospel of modern agricul-
ture. No the college farmer s wel-
comed, and his views command atten-
tlon and®his methods are religloualy
followed. The change has already
worked wonders In the limlited field

where it has been made, but the pos- |

sibilitlas, especially in the immense
semi-arid regions of the Pacific North-
west, are almost aniimited, Dry-
farming expéerts can be found In near-
Iy n of the prominent agricultural
colleges of the country; and hundredsa
of them are actively engaged In mak-
ing practical and profitable demon-

| strations of theolr theories on dividend-

earning farms of their own. Among
these experts Professor H. W. Camp-
bell, of Lincoln, Neb,, has been promi-
nantly before the publle. He has re-
cently issued a “Soll Culture Manual™

which covers the entire subject In a
most elsborate and comprehensive
manner.

While all of tha experiments and in-
vostigations conducted by Frofessor
Campbell and extending over a period
of more than twelve years have been
carried on in the semi-arid belt, the
same principles can be mpplled with
great advantage to any locality, In

the language of Professor Campbell,
“there is hardly a sectlon of the
United Statea that can be sald to be
free from the danger of crop faflure
by reason of the irregular distribution
af rainfall. The season of drouth, or
waoka of dryness, perhaps sandwiched
between other weaks of excessive rain-
fall, Is common to all regions. In
showing haw to averdome the danger
which i3 ever present In the semi-arid
region, we heva also shown how to
avold the danger that comes occaslen-
ally in any country.”

The success of the dry-land farmers

In the Pilot Rock seml-arld reglon
means much more than the bringing

into productive stage many thousand
milns of hitherto neglected semli-arid
Irnd. The practicnl demonstration. of
v hat can be sccomplished by modern

sclentific methods of handlng -this
soll simply shows that even grenlor
returns can he secured by applying
the same methoda to

lands where
molsture {8 more plentifal.

EMPFLOYERS AND WAGE-EARNERS

of Presidant Roosevelt, but It was & | LAST STEP. TOWARD PATERNALISM 1 LOTS OF HOWME

ecase where "the velvet seabbard held
a sword of steel” 'WIth the assur-

fn.nm- from Mr, Taft and his competent

force of englneers that the canal will

be successfully and speedily completed 1

| on present pians, the majority of the

American peopie will be satisfied to
awalt resuits with » confldence which
in the past has at times been disturbed

by reports put in circulation by inter-

1
MONEY TO DO IT

Were Oregon to Decinre Rulnously for |I Ileh Landonners of Sounthenstern Ore-

I State Ownership of Rallromdw.
PORTLAND, 15.—(To the Ed4l-

tor.)—Thousands of thoughtful people

n

Fel.

| will share withi The Orego
pression of tha hope that the peopla of
CQregon will not take this [ast sl
toward Popullsm apd Soclalism

declares for the stiate ownership
operation of railroads.  Candor

whiel
and

ests apposed to any kind of a canal Salei the Airatden thet' It e n
I . s B without a well-founded Justifle
“Dutch Poete” Stroff, trainvobber, | Nothing has been proposed al
ex-convict and thoroughly bad man, | line during the past six ars 1
| has followed his pdls, Burke and | has not been enth --.':..1..r.-\i.
Haves, Into the Penitentiary ot Salem | by the peopls wit look
to Is'.‘rvr- out o twelve-yaar senience , toward Ore F.'-‘Tl f-il‘z-'
for complicity tn the ©O. R, & N. train- | '“‘"1 3
about two months ago, The |

Pr. W Jlot, of Harvard, made
some sensible remnrks upon the rela- |
tions between employera nnd wage-

earners In Chicago ot Felbruary 10, in
an addross before the Religious Edu-
catlon Association. & DAY assuine
t he took the enlightened tremt-
ment of workmen to be a subject with
which relglous teachers might prop-
erly deal, since it 1la diffic: to under-
stand how a man can be truly devout
with hls employes

Bl

whose methods
tend to “‘break up their homes, de-
yvelop nomadic hahits in them and dis-

The “power of In-
stant was one of the unde-
sirible rights of the employver which
Pr. Eillot spoke upon, No rwational
person  Dhell % tha an employer
should not have the power to dlamliss
an ineMcient employe: bdbut if the
wago-carnet 1s not inefficlent, how far
may his smployer ethically claim the

right to deprive him of his 1}
Thi= is what tho power of
pamounts to, becauss difficy
employe expericnees in finding A new

the

joh after he has been discharg b
comes more serious every and
may same day become Insupe

From one point of view, therefore,
the power of dischiarging employes
comes little short of the power of life
and death over them. The famlily of
a man who i1s out of work almost of
necessity folls into misery. The chil-
dren m leave school. The wile 1Is
compell 0 fonrful hard-

undergo
shis If all this does not happen Im-
mediately, it will in a short time, slnce

it iIs & rare thing that wages are high
enough to enable a family man 2o lny
by much azgninst & rainy day Tha
gtroctural bLuilder In TPortiand who
gets §4 for an elght-hour day's work
is out of employment 50 much that he
pearcely recelves more than §800 a
yvear IT he has a family he cannot
gpave a great deal out of this. In

trades which are not piadd so liberally
the chance for saving Is naturnlly less,
it follows that dischnrge 10 a wige-
earner means hardship. To & man
who lives upan a regular salary It

than hardship. Wage-

means worse
sarnd are mo lees "fnured to

or

re

roughing but salsrled men ineévita-
bly grow weustomed to zome of the
delleacies of lfe and when they lose
their en yment they suffer more
severely than day ladborers do,

It sppears therefore. that the
power of al Is fraught with
serious res bility. Nao
haa tha right ta exercisae

for Insufficient ronsons, any more than
un absolute moanrch could rightfully
put one of hiz sublec to denth with-
out adequate cause. He had the
power tn do It, certainly; but the
power did not carry the right,
Shakespeare had some such thought
this in mind swhen he drew the
famous distinction between having s
glant’s power and using it ke 2 glant
Dr. Ellot showed how the inse ity
of empl ent shntters the stablility

the home., A man whoses [neome,
even though it may be small, {8 secure
will mettle himself permanently and
gather a famlily around him. He will
build a house In course of time. FHe
will sit or his own vine and fig tree
If he pos=ibly can. But when his em-
ployment fs but a thing dependent
upon some other man's whim or pas-
on, if he givea hostages to fortune he

As

OFE

of

ung

runsa o terrible nnd only
ltkely to have res to repent of
temerity.

Wheon his job is lost he must break
up his home and take to the road. 1f
ha % to do this teo often, It s lucky
indeed If ha does not acquires & faste
for roaming and doagenarntes Info o
tramp. Idieness has ta own seduc-
tions awvhjch not rory  workingman
has the stamina to resj e=specially
when they are foreed wuapon him
agninst willi. Thiz is what Dr.
Ellot means by saying thatl insecurit
of employment “encourages nomadi
habits in the employe” How much

of the hobo «vil might be solved If the
power of * ant dismi=sal”™ wers ex-
erclsed with more charity and dis-
erimination by employers it 18 Impos-
gible to guess: but soclal workers are
unanimous in the opinlon that many
men who are now hopeless triowhs
have besn made by repeatod loss
of their jobs, Of courss, when a man
hans bheen blacklisted, he Is virtu
condemned to become a hobo.

people of this conntry would not tol-
erate In any court the power to infllct
such uiter misery upon a oriminal;
but it iz permitted to combinations
of employers without hesitation. TIn-

80

deed, it may be Impossible ta deprive
them of It. The only remedy = to
appeal, as Dr. Ellot has done, to thelr
higher Jjudgment and awanken thelr
aethical sense,

Permanence of employment Is out
of the question unless the loyalty of
the wage-earner can he Insured. To

nttain this end Dr. Ellot insisted upon
the duty of employers to arrange sys-
temnatic rising scales of nragea or sal-
aries. The rise need not be rapid, but
it should by all means be certain, The
employve ought to be sure of [t If he
meets the prescribed conditlons and
ha ought to feel secure that he will
not be deprived of it by dizcharge for

petty regssons. Nefther should the
prospect of advancing in the busl-
ness be closed to him.  All these

propositions of Dr. Ellot's are evident
enough. If they could be put in pracs
tice overywhere we should have gone
far toward a solutlon of the difficul-
tias betweean capital and labor. But
putting them In practice s easier sald
than done. Who will begin?

There is nothing equivocal or douht-
tng in the sttitude of President Taft
regarding the Fanama Canal His
emphatic statements In his Mississippl
apeeches will also serve to correct
any ante-slection impression that he
was not on aggressive man. His
language regarding the canal obstruc-
tionists was less vehement than that

| Btey

1d dispatch with which this
rabbers was rounded .

and sent “over the road” will har
fall to have a deterrent effect on oth
ers who might be Inclined to foilow

s profession adopted by
these man, Not the least of sat-
Isfactory features of the clever cap-
ture and conviction of “Dutch Pete”
was the heavy -expense
county his pleading guiity instoad
making a fight for liberty erift
8 gradunia ‘A law school,
which may account for the admirable
manner In which he must have p
sented the o to “Dutch Pete"
order to indy at celebrated crook
tn “walk the * without further

parley

the unprofitabl

the

sAVed

by

8t

of

plnz

Wheat, oats and
three™ In the cereal sorld,
to new records for the senson raln
yesterday, The May aption In the
premier careal touched $1.143% In the
Chicago mark and May corn sold

the ‘'big

soared up

aorm,

up to BG% oen with onls B3% cents,
Hera Iz a scale of prices which ocught
ta be productive of an unususlly large
aAcrenage of Spring graln. It is per-
haps a tle hard on the =all te crop
It every year, but, with grain eelling
nt such alluring figures, thore will be
f strong temptation 1o put in a full
acreage this Spring and give £<he land
B T future ason whon the
pPros or high prices are not ao
good s they are now. The foreign

market stood thg strain of heavy re-
cdipts and a 10,600, 000-bushel increnss

in quantities on ps ge without dis-
playing any wenkness of consequen
Portugnl is likely to have on Eng-
lish Princess for a Queen. Young
Manwvel s {n the matrimonial market,
secking, I eyes have fallan upon
Princess Beatrlee, one o2 the numer

ous grand-daughters of the late Que

Victorla, and a cou of the Que

of Sp The damse! s foir to |

upon—the youth s not unhanaome.
willing. Thae litls

ra from the rellgion

f England the
Catholle L Princess Enn
of Battenberg found no trouble In so
dolng when the crown of Spaln was
the glittering balt offered; Prince
Baatrice of Bdinburgh will doubtle
come to terms with her conscle
quite as readily in order te becoms

ieen of Portugal.

, has just
#L In which she g over o
butter. She ls truly called the "¢
plon long-distunce dalry cow of
world.,” Yet In the matter of feed |t
wlil be found that she ate little more
in that time than & scrith cow that
does not vield s ton of butter-in all her
long iife.

viiluas In
ther done by owner,
b iter, will ba car-
s=egsment rolls, 4and
t ragancs, to multi-
ull = s of
thinga, and

wion,

t? 1)
into

ngent,
ried

et §

t

inore of
and "froe"

expendifure
Inevitably to excessive

The Legislature couid see no rea-
on to interfere with Judge Wabster's

private law practice and voted down
n bill ailmed at him. That's right.
Every public oflicer who keeps regular
hours from, say, a gquarier of elevéen
t eleven o'clock e ery other Tuesd:
ahould not bg mol .

Sifted and boltad to an essence, lag-
tion 1ess,.  Zealots want a

18 T ITRDALICS
ng dry, b rs Awant

corport want onll
got, and labor Ants the v

poaople toaka*what Is given t

“Judge Webhster,” sald an eulogist
gt Salam, “has been Instrumeantal In
reducing x¢s In Multnomah (
That ought cheer up everybod

ATY WAy to the courthoi
twinty mills on an exce
.

high valus

Becoause a Deputy District Attor-

ney omitted the last figure of the year |
in an indlotment ag st & Portland
saloonk r, the defense plecded the |

statuts of llmitations and won, Thera
is no greatar absurdity than a legul
technicality.

Of course it s a fine thing to be

able to brag to an interested world
mbout our high property valuntions.
HBut when we are required to pay

double for it in taxes, that's different.
Just as soon as the
adjourns the people wil

Legislature
take thelr

turn. It i= & great thing to ba alwaya
enjoying a continuous leglslative
vaudaville, |

Pez=lmista are even predleting a
rainy Spring and Summer. I that's
the caso we'd Just as soon lHve In

California, where it ralns all the time.

If broomcorn continues to advance
brooms will go higher than In the 4

of Mother Hubbard, when the witches

used them for aseroplanes.

A steamship line to carry a hundred
thousand Oregonlans to the Seattle
affalr this Summer might do wonders
in opening the gateway.

Mayor Lane denlies that he sald that
half the saloons shonld be clozed. All
he sald was that half of them should
not be allowed ta run.

of

What a lot Intlnate personal

friends Abroaham Lincoln had, all stii] |
| allve and talking.

Well, he deserved
them.

“Young Turkey is all-trifumphant*

Well, this is the time of year to get |

redhended.

M;. Harriman "says he s resting.
But Mr. Harriman s in the ‘possum
country.

Pussy wlllow smeather In Oregon
and the Mlddles West i{s below zero.

the |

ths samo
siabie 18 1
end of Port
Bl: long

g, and who dossn’t
wWEpaper, has as

changn

-

and

whom

ANy BoDEs =xt In
Intive mment. [
santofiv based upon
Justifie er admlssion

the the peopld

to ha go Nt
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Oregon what we lack of havir
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FUBLICAN,

ROSES INJURED BY FROST.

Exzamine the Bushes and Cat Awnay the
Wood

Damnaged
PORTLAND, Feb
‘ —The past W
™

r wit

EOT0 ather was hard on many 1
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