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VALTATIONS FOR TAXESR

lature ought to adopt the
of the Assessor of Mult-
an amendment to allow
ssment of property throughout tha
simle at s « ted wvalua. It
would be falr for all § s of the state,

The Legis
sugEestion
nomah for

hialf at]

and would tend to he down the tax
Jevies. There Is much property whose
yalue ls largely overestl ted. Pur-

e and there at an
wasulve

chase of a plece he
extravagant price has ¢

vised €

estimates of all the values in the vicin-
iy, Owners the clves ars largely
rosponsible for tho Vory high wvalu-
ntions moade by the ass 4, In one
loeallty or another,

Extravagance In all dircctions ia
created by high vr ntiona, and more

constantly

4

"re

* things &
sertainly,

a erl

and more
smanded. his,

checked, will come
the check ought to be applled
at least a beginning should be made.
There are many owners throughout
thoe state, and especially in Portiand,
who undoubtedly now would be giad

not
and
1owW—

ta

to find relief from the con S
of thelr own over-sstimntes tho
values of thelr pro and wou
help In that directlon, If they © ’
The total valuation of the State of
Iitinols, for purposss of taxation in
the year 13508, was $1,261,043,437.
This incindes the great City of Chi-
cago, whose ament was $476,770,-
3%8, The us rment of th 3 ¥ of
Oregon, for taxes In 13508, $598,-
183,963—nenrly one-hnlf that of
Ilinols, Yet enith of Illinols
cannot be less an ten times that of
Oregon, and Its populs Is more

than ten times as groa

Of the nssessoad values o
those of Muimomah C
40 per cont. jor Sigle
has slmply obeyed the

f Oregon
are abont

Amex

“actunl ¢ B volues.™ He s

have acceptod the Judgment or wishes
of many owners as to the values of
thelr property. But they do not feel

&0 h whon they find out what thelr
tax is. Several other counties, besides
Muitnomuh, have assessed high br
full wvalues, but muny others havo
purposely kept the wvaluations down
neoariy to old figurea

It iIs undoubted that high assess-
ments Jead to officinl and wc
trative extravagance. The Legisks
now Is sorely beset by the conse-
quences of the enormoun Increa
valuations of property, forced largely
for “boost™ and “boom'™ purpoges, On
such show of wealth every scheme in
clity, county and stats bases Its de-
mands for “more,”” and Ingenuaity in-
vents new demands for money from
ihs publle treasury, never heard of
before, An enormous 1 of them
might be made, but It would meraly
give the taxpayer an ague, without
any prescription for his rellef

¢xXirava-
3 aActment
to lnw;

and
pked

Mty and coun
gance would be cf

of Bigler's suggostion int but to
assure justicg In the distribution of
the state tux, provision should be
made with It for equallzation of
county valuations This is dona In
avery other state, and 1t =hould no

Oregon

longer be

WE DO NOT LIVE IX UTOPIA.

Of course the churches of the ¢t
could not
for lounging
Not many we
free

and

opened to the

places during tha
d enter them unless
lunches erge perved, with' beer;
this would hard!y be practioable.
for books,

bha

£6 people e
or ney Besldes,

the city malntain o great free

with branches svhere Mayor

Lang's intellec ¥ ngry constitu-
enta can and remd uil day and
half the ht? The Mayor exagger-
ates the desire of that description of
intellect for literature, The down-

town snloon suppliss ila wanis,

Howeaver, there's the Men's Resor,
right in the congested district. It has
8 good many visitors of the more
decent sort, but they are an indolent
class or they wouldn't be there but
out at work; and wvery soon they
svould hava decent piaces to lve,
whera they conld read and rest at
night. But they would require a
good deal of sleep, becausa they would
be tired, and would want to work to
good purposs next day.

Every able-bodled man has his dea-
tiny in his own hands., In a country
lke this no man need be idie; but
all can't atay in the citiea. It is only
nn injury, a mistaken philanthropy, to
try to make life for them in the citles
caxy and agreeable. Soverelgn roeme
edy for nll ills is necessity of labor;
and sthoaver attempts to redeem man
from under the notion that labor
is a curse, pronounced upon man,
from which he ought to be relieved,
makes his lifa more truly a curse;
for it reduces his spirit of self-depend-
enca, fills him with envy of othera and
hatred of soclety and pgovernment,
snd encournges him to look for re-
sources elsswhere than !n himseif, It
ls excellent to halp men to employ-
meont, but the greatest of mistnkes to
ke comfortable “resorts” for them.

The snloon exists becauns men want
jt. and it will exist 80 long as men In
eonsiderablé numbers want It All
the “resoris” that may be created, all
the reading rooms and coffee rooms
and Y. M. C. A. establishments, and
all the churchea thrown open for
lounging places, will not diminigh the
erowds at thae saloons, becnuse they

.
&y

m

find thera ths company they want,
some Tood and much drink. But till
caompelled by necessity they wil not
work.

ft is useless to worry about “re-
=ancration” of these peopls. They

dpn't want regeneration and will not
have it. The Mayor =ays he can close
half the saloons, If the churches =wiil
open thelr doors during the work
and make things easy, cheerful and
comfortable inside, Two Impossls
billties. ¥First, the churches will not
do 1t. Second, it wounld bd useless, If
they should do . Somse of the clergy-
men say they wonld close not only
ane-half the saloons, but all of them.
Two more impossibilities. First, no
result can be had In the absance of
the conditiona necessary to produnce
it. Becond, no ecity the alze of Port-
land over has been able to prevent
the sale and consumption of liguors—
not hecanss saloons like those In the
North End and some elsewhere
throughout the city svould be toler-

ared alone, or If they were all, but
becanse thera i a larges number of
people who uss Illguors, but with

decency, and will not permit the sup-
ply to be cut off. It is just As well
to be plaln about these things. Wa
are not lUving in Utopla.

WHO WILL DEFEND THIS BILL?
Are we to have a doctors’ trust In

Oregon? Wa are to have, If Senate
bill 201, Introducoed by Senator
Nottingham, shall becomae a law, It
s & long measure, setting forth a

great many things the State Board of
AMedicnl Examiners (an autocratic
body with supreme powers over lifes,
limb and reputation) may dJdo, and
others may not do. It would take a
great deal of space to set forth all
tha sectlions of thia astonishing moas-
ure. Passing over seventeen sections,
which are full of meat for the doctors
and menece for all others, we fnd

the followilng In section 18:
Any person ah » rogantied a= practicing
madicine and wha aball
it any .

medl-
ar per
n, or ap-
for the
correction,

pdministar

B of any human dl=-
y, dAefect, wound, or In-
foo compansation, of Te-

offered, oaxpected, recelved,
diractly or Indirectly
o ocullst, optometrist, chiropodist

or masseur can live and work here-
after in Oregon If this amazning bill
hecomes jaw, unless ha qualifies nas

a medlical doctor by examination be-
fors thia board. No drug clerk can
sell you medicine for your cold; no
barber can recommend and apply
tonle to your dandruff-filled halr; no
beauty-doctor oan amalgt in your
modest and proper desire to he hetter-

looking: mo benevelent midwife In the
plains of the remote countles of Ore-
gon, where It is many miles to a

doctor or surgeon, can respond o any
neighbor's call for help In the ex-
peciation of any pay or foe or roward,
fmplled, promised deserved, No
storokecsper or druggist in or near
any logging camp can render first ald
to Injured without making hlimselt
Habla to fine and impriscnment
There 1s more like it in this won-
derful bill; but that will do. Is there
a doctor in Oregon who will have the
to defend the bill, or to
Its passage by the Legis-

or

temerity
advocale
Inture?

ANOTHER WAR CLOUD LIFTED.
rard home again from
e and nelther a family

'
is

King E

a foreign
row nor politlcal complieations have
attended the friendly visit to his im-

perial nephew. “Kings la quesr actin’
things,” remarked Huckleberry Finn's
companion when the jovial hobo,
masquerading a5 a monarch, lnvadead
the raft which was <¢arrying them
down the Mississippl. FPerhaps this
i= the resson that the wvislt was con-
summanted without the twd monarchs
indulging in any display of ill-feeling
such as was predicted In England., Jdn
n democratic country llke the Unitad
States 1t Is difficult to understand
why there should be any serious po-
Htical differences between the coun-
tries, but the tone of the forelgn press,
especinlly in Great Britain, for several
weeks prior to this visit, had been dis-
tinctly hastile.

This feeling sod
In ful

seems to have been re-
1

¢lprocated measore by  the
Germans, for a growing dislike for
anvthing English has been apparent
in the Faderland since Emperor Wil-
helm followed example of the

famous parrot and talked too much.
Thera was perhaps method In some
of this madness displayed by the
Britsh, for it undoubtedly enhanced
the success of Secretary of War Hal-
dane In getting together a territorial
army for the ostenslble purpose of re-
senting o German Invasion, For all
that, this new army still about
50,000 short of the minlmum provided
for, and the prospects for further re-
eruits will be materially lessened now
that the two monarchs seem to have
made up aas well as “kissed” quite fre-
gquently and fervently when first they
met.

However disappointing this naw
peace pact between the two monarchs
muay be for the “war lords"” of the
wo countries, it Is hardly probuble
that it will fatl to meet the approval
of those who would be obliged to
stand the expenss of war if it should
occur., Aside from the non-éxistence
of any European ecomplications serl-
ous enough to warrant trouble be-
tween Engiand and Germany, &8
welghtier reason for peace is found In
the foreign territorial situstion, Both
countries have such far-flung Inter-
ests in remote parts of the earth,
that there ls abundant fleld for the
display of thelir flnancial and political
prowess, without ths necessity of get-
ting Into & family row at home.

Is

SPEAK TP
Of first importance to a publle
speaker who attempls to point a

moral or adorn a tale for the Instruc-
tion or edification of school children
iz a clear, strong volce and distinct
enunciation. If & man or woman has
not this type of wvolce, and cannot
cultlvate 1t up to the standard re-
quired to Interest school children on
Memorial day or other patriotic occa-
sion, he or she—though consclous of
having a measgge to dellyer—should
firmly refuse all Invitatlons to speak
to this most restless and most critical
of all audiences. Inarticulate words
convey no message and children can-
not or should not be expected to sit
decorously, In HUstenmg  attitude, to
thelr most monotonous, uninteresting
delivery.

Thers are & fow old heroes of past
battles who wake echoes of patrioilsm
in the hearts of boys and girls at ths
Memorial day exerclses in the schools
of this city. They do not do this by
soft, smooth, cultured spesch, but by
vigorous, sonorous words, descriptive
of camp life, hoapital Iife and of bat-
tles, interspersed with snntches of pa-
triotle songs of war and victory, sung
fn unmusical tones, perhaps, but with
an anergy that commands attentlion
and awakens shouts of childish ap-
plause. There is & simple lesson in

‘urea for the entire vear 1808,

this that soft-volced epeakers of cuil-
ture may learn; to tha pleasure and
profit of their youthful audience and
to the great rellef of teachers who ure
expected to keep their charges qulet
and attentive svhile patriotic speeches
ars In progress, The past is past, but
Washington's birthday {is closa at
hand. Is it too much to hope that
those who are appeinted to adidress
school children on that day will profit
hy the above puggestions and say
what they have to say “‘so Joud that

all may hear™?

A NICE DISTINCTION.

The Supreme Court of the United
States has rendered a decislon which
seems at last to have breached the
wall of the “fellow-servant doetrine.”

The plaintiff, Anderson, was sent by
his employer, A master stevedore, o
joad one of the Standard Oil Com-
pany's veasels it Bayonne, N, J. While
jonding 1t he svas Injured by the caro-
lessness of a winchman employ ed by
the Standard Oil Company., Anderson
sued the company for damages and
the Supreme Court allows hila sult
The distinction is drawn that Ander-
gon was still in the employ of the
master stevedore wno sent him to do
the fob, and mot of the Standard oun
Company. Henco he was not injured
by the carelessness of a follow-aerv-
snt, and the old rula which would
have barred his damages did not ap-
Wy,

! The distinction by which the court
rescued Anderson from the clutch of
the common law and its barbarlam
was a fine one, but wa only replne at
fine Hstinctions when they are mado

to serve Injustice. vmplnye-l to fur-
ther justice, they are well enough.
The Interesting polnt in the ciase is

that the court was wiling to exercise
its Ingenulty in bahalf of Anderson,
who was a poor man, and not for the
Standard 011 Company, which i not
threatened with Immediate want. De-
cidedly the tide which once st 5o
strongly toward corporation favorit-
ixm in some courts seems to have
turned., Judges have thelr eyes fixed
on Justice rather than on thosae nice
technicalltles which can be mado to
werve the turn of the great syndicates.
How much the election of Mr. Taft,
with his known predilection for fair
dealing, has to do with this revolutl

in judicial temperament It would
hard to say. Were Willlam Allen
White to write an artlcle on social
ditlons flve years from now, one
suld almest ventura to wager that
he could not repeat what he sald In
his Iast, that “the corj tions had

captured the Constitution,

INEXCURABLE MISREPRESENTATION.

Mr. John H. Whyte, of the Astorl
Chamber of Commerce, has a poord
opinion of the intelligence of the In-
land Empire wheoat farmers, olsa
he his been misled into making nu-
merous false, unreasonable and ridicu-
lous statements about Portland. Som#

ar

of these stories regarding Portinnd
which Mr. Whyte took with I io
the farmers’ convention at 411]

it thera

Astoria

ated =0 often

ople in

have been rep

th
well-rneaning bt

are n
who actually accept them as facts.
Mr. Whyte, belng a newcomer As-

toria, 1ry-

miay have found thes
headed I

untruths In sctive circuliation
as facts. In some manne d
them, and before the farmers conves
tion and in the Spokane Spokiaman-
Review he repeated them.
the gems which entitle Mr.
& front seat In the Ananias
the following

“No modern ship
land, for the owners will oot
risk In its narrow channel, . . - .
Portland has 'ost much of its shipplng
to the Sound. There
eighteen bars in the river botween
torin and Peortland, mnd a narrow
channel . - At most, ships leav-
ing Portland at high tide can draw
only twenty-four feef of water. . .

Ships can be charered at Astoria
10 cents a ton cheaper than at Port-

he securs

are

Ad-

iand, Higher [hsurance rates
are charged ships enguged In Interior
navigation. Portland hos

shown its selfishness in this work, for
it doesn’'t want a deep-witer channel
over the bar -inless there is the same
depth of channel the entire distance
to Pertland from tha river's mouth.”

Theses are o few sample gems from
Mr. Whyte's symposium of misrepre-
sentation. In order that may not
repeat tha offense, his attention I8
called to some fecls regarding the
points mentionad.

1f “no modern ship can réeach Port-
jand,” how does Mr. Whyte account
for the presence here of the Dleke
Rickmers, swhich in Octobe 1808,
iess than six months after was
completed, loaded 212,000 bushels o
wheat at Portland, and, drawing 25.2
of water, went through to As-
toria without delay and was held up
at tha river entrance for ti i
hours after she had reached Astoria?

he

feat

Other comparatively “modern’ ships
loading here thls scason wera the
Strathlyon, ten months old, snd the
Falls of Nith, eleven months ald at
the time they mwere here. The most
"modern” ship to load on Puge
Sound durlng the same poriod was
the Strathord, two years and two
months old when she loaded at Ta-

coma.

“Portland has lost much of its ship-
ping to the Sourd.” Bulistin No. 4,
issued by the Department of Com-
merce and Laborn, presents official fig-
show-
ing & galn in wheat shipments for
Portiand over the precoding year of
41 per cant, while the gnin for Puge

Sound for the same period was 25 per
cent.

‘“Thera are eighteen bars In tha
river between Astoria and

Portland,
and a narrow channel” The: ¥
were ¢lghteen bars In the river,
the shonlest place between Portland
and Astoria will float any ship that can
get in and out of the river, As the bar
deepens this channe! will be deepened
correspondingly. BSt. Helens bar, the
best-known obstruction In early days,
now MNes under thirty-four feat of
water at low tide.

At most, ships leaving Poriland at
high tde can draw only twenty-four
foet of water.” The steamships Mag-
dnla, Nederland and Dieke Rickmers,
all drawing more than twenty-five fect
of water, had no delay In going from
Portland to Astoria last October, when
the water was at the lowest siage of
the year.

“Bhips can be chartersd at Astoria
30 cents & ton cheaper than at Port-
land." Wrong again. Ths matter has
bean repeatedly talkken up with the
owners, and Portland's fresh-water
harbor Is too atiractive for tham. In-
surance rotes are no higher »from
Portland than from Astoria or from
Puget Sound,

Regarding the work on the har, [t
is Portland influence alone that has
resulted in the present depth, and this

infinance will not be withdrawn until
there nre forty feel of waler on the
bar, The making of a river channel
In keeplng with the channe! on the
bar is comparatively ensy, If will sti-
winys be necessary to have ten oot
more water on the bar than In the
river, and Portland will attend to hoth
river and bar channgls. The steam
grain fleet from Portiand thls season
carrisd cargoes averaging 217,470
bushels: tha steam graln Aeet from
Puget Sound for the same period car-
rled enrgoes averaging 211,449 bush-
cla,

If the Astarln Chamber of Com-
merca would supply Its hired man
Whyts with some of thesa elly ob-
talned apd casily verified official fg-
gres, the organization would appear
less ridiculous to the publie, which

vs prefers truth

in the long run alw?
to fulsehood,

The Providence Journal, In coms-
menting on n “bitter fecling® =which
Is satd to exist in Boston agiinst the

Hartford

New York, New Haven

Rallroad, asks (f this feeling Is not
symtemaified by the selection of the
high aofficlals of the road from the
Far West, where rallway c¢onditions
are wholly unlike those of Noew Eng-
land.”" The Journal su ix that local
men shounld be pro to thess po-

gitions instead of g
from the Wast, C
of tha Northern

of the New York, New
ford Rallroad, and hls
and chief utenant is Ben Campboell,

'..l—‘.{-‘

vice-prosl

who rose from the ranks to some
the h cst positions In both the H
mnd the Harriman A

conditior

hocauss rallv
West wore °
Noew Enginnd” that
a training that gl

ANY

position that e&n  Hestern rallroad
could affer The EBEastern-tralonoed
rallroad man genérally mpakes a poor
showing on & Western r 1d, Dut
the Western rallrond man almost In-
varinbly m when he s
transforred t
It hos been joas than o e
a Partland =aloon-Koeper a
on In ¢old blood, but ainful
is insuM t to prevent an-
other drunken snloor from  at-

to ¢on in

tempting
lar clircumstan
morning. ‘That

was relieved of his |
had an opportunity to
that o sp 1 Providence infre-

witel

gquontly

cident s perhapa le L the

yvhibitionist than the saloon murder
n fow days earlier, but | helps
[ dsats t and serves i ! -

ther into disraput
nevor reacl

spectabllit

eEZon
in

1 Lo =t
mal schools comb
expected

people's

ers
revd
of

axes du

doubtedly
with

his

gfecommae

Congress,

Bur

It the

cannoy

a1

¢ha

: THRIN

rplus

ple’s mi

OFf cours«
hrough
runn the
county and <
Afty per cent
in the cit}

our

a3 fat ¢

i
1ol
stock-foad o

the

o Talas =

right namae

1dge  Gitls

and Judge Gantenl
chambers A boirt
the fifth ju that =
@ fifith wi

Breeding Chin

ity Is o profita n
A Corvelils man has siready this sea-
son sold 600 pairs to Whashington
breeders,

The Leg ture and the Assessor
secim Lo ma T Iy & 1 sul-
stitutes for the and
short man of over hack-strect

hold-up.

Just to t} iteen days
from high noon K. will
cease 1 b Pres the Unired
States “By Giodd Al=p, “lyy
Gearge!l” I

You do not have to draw hig pay
to do good work It id the wire-
leas operator whe gaved tha Republic
wns getting ten dollars o wael.

Fovest Grove does not appeir on

the new Government map, but Dr.
Large will sce that the town [lgures
in the cens=ns report,

A wheat shortags s lend to
greater use of cornmea which |a
nearly ns good and mora filling and
fatiening.

Do the peopla rule? They do.
Thelr rule comes high—a twentv-mill
tax on a par valustion 18 about it—
but evidently we must have [t

Now that Talt hxs (ot the South,
New Orleans waondering what it
going to do with all thoge plug-hs

In

There 18 & ray of comfort in the
roflection that ralds on Oregon's treas-
ury will continue only five days longer.

-
THIRD JUDGE A USELESS EXPENSE

Protest From Judges familton and
Harris Agnlust Proposed Collcague.
BOUGENE, Or, Feb. 13.—(To the Bdi-

tor.)—Wae have had our attention called

to & Senate Bl infroduced imst Thurs-
| dny by Senator nse, of It is
| a BN providing for the elsction of
threa Clreuit Judges in the Seeond Ju-
iind distriet of this wstate. Our at-

t lon had not been called to any de-

mand for such Iincreases, or & purpose

to introduce such mensure in the Leg-
izlatura

We fire tharefores somawhat surprised,
and inasmuch na we hold the respect-
fve ponitlons of Clroult Judges In the

Socond Judicial District we deem It

proper to glve our views as to the

for a third fudge (n this

2 1q remmiln =llent it

argued that our Assent In

Oy Coos.

d}

necessity

district. wa

might be

glven to i} measurs, and the blil hav-
{ iIng besn troduced at mo lnte & Jdate
in the sgession we may only hops to

make otr views known by the kKindness

-

of The Oregoplan In sllowing us to ust
its coly n

The Soecond Judl Di=strict of Ore-
gon comprises L Benton, Lane,
Douglas, Coog @ Curry counties. TUne
district bad but
that time the
for the

o t)

o then,

bean goel-

clorlly with the wark.
been sfled that ‘'we wers
not overhurdenad If our dulies

not been porformed accoptably 1o

pnnple, when the proper time ¢

they will doul make n

Two competent es gshould pe

= L ult Court dutics of this dla-
viness. thereof

reason
sd In o
pubile. We do
not wish any I« to bellave that
this Is 4 mensur tha rellef of
either « the con

knowlt
while ¢

and

it will he

people of this stute
pense of $3000

othi ocult Judga in
or §18, in all, but In
tho timeptherefor has not

W. HAMILTON,
I, HARRIS,
Distriot

College Hequiremenis,
Chica snrd-H 14
dy of

wint

took

s 'all fervor ou
AL ¥

fion

Norwalk

going 1o

tion Has En

ten lts “Goodlea”™
T i

o aven 0

w0 Outside Experis Needed.

Indianapolis N
anyvhow, Cong
t uny oxperg o

f infor
iquor traffl

collect

i and town
be taken
it down

Kite W
1t ain't 0 passix
As If a petm,

jonomousd Mkkerwerm,
ing k¥

ot

Kentuchky whisky, ,

Poir ever '
Tuf® that in your toddy, will yout?
Vg

What'a a cow,

Auuhow,

on their |
i wish
h nlo &

SEVER MIND THE CONSTITUTION

Did Old Folldhs Who Framed
Heolly Know Much?

It

SALEM. Feb. 12,—{To -the Editor.)—
Many truths are =pokoen In jest 1. wos
impressed with this st the third house
mesting recently held in the Sta ehose,
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