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THE ROAD TO THE FIT.
deemed probe-
tha peo-

sti-

L1133

It is scarcely to
gble, or even posasibls,
ple of Oregon will amend the cor
tutton of tha state with intent and
purpose of puiting tho state into tho
biusiness of construction and oberation
of ralilroads. For the siate, after it
had built the roads could not oper-
and

the

that

#tes them excopt AL & steady loss,
wounld be compe to pay
Intarest the Financial
ruln would be the sure COnSEUEDCS.
The best hope of protection the siuls

od besides

on bonds,

could have would ba the refusal of
investors to buy the bonds of an
undertaking certainiy doomed to dis-
aster.

The argument submitted as a pre-
amble 1o the DProg ed amendment s
a childish perforn No rallroad
s to be bulil, Jeased or
“uniess the state shall be

to do so for good reasons, or uni

justified in so dolng by @ superior
profit or result.” How can sensiblo
men offer balderdash ilke 1 for a
place In the cor itution of te?
There would be “good for
ronds In all directions, b “profita”™
never would be possible The locali-

ties where roads are most necded are

the wide and tf nly-peopled areas
whore there would be llitle trafiic
for many vears, but wh raflrond
systems already might

penetrate with thelr

old divisions helpers to the new.
vaite enterprise in these matiurs
Ish things swhich

alway= accompl

state cannot; It can command ser
from employes which the st
not: it can exercise a forec
the state cannot. James J
beat all the states from
Ocean to the Great Lakes
cler, builder and
roads; for hea kno
and he has & comp
superintending pov
one, Go and he
Comes and hes cometh; but ¥
ployes of the siate wi argue it with
the state, and everything would have
to be submitted to the vote of the peo-
ple. It amazes tndeed to find the
any should suppose that a great i

Vids

can=-
which

Hill can

the

and
He

goeth,

tha

ness, iike that of covering &
writh rallroads—or aven a small
ness—conld be ocarried on in

WAY.

But these railroads are alway
“the people’s rallroads™ e
rond owned by the siate, by
county., municipality or raiiroand dis-
trict zhall ever be gold to a private
person, or corporation.’” Ah, indeecd!
Rut the state will not own the roas
ths bondholders will awn them; and
when the roads defs , and the state
dofaults with the roads—which, be-
sond any possible doubt will happen—
how are our brave men, Teal, U'Ren,

ar

1 ¢

Wood and the rest—to prevent the
bondholders from sclling the roads
and taking a deficlency judgment
against all other pre rty in the
state? Or, is all priva property
within the siate to be conflscated to
pay the holders of the bonds of our

pravent their
n or corpor-

ws

state rallroads, =o
sale to “any private per
mtion 7

This scheme will eall for a debt of
$50,000,000 to $100,000,000—and more
than even the last-named sum, if all
sections and parts of the sinte are Lo
te supplied with rallroads. And
assuredly it will not be right to ne-
glect, omit or overlook any part Por-
foction of the syztem would require

purchase by the state, mt thelr just
valuation, of the rallroads now within
lis borders, or construction of lines
to parallel thers Oregon then will
be a railroad =state, Indeed! Its sy
tam of taxation for support of the

rallroads will speadily devour all other
property and Introduce in the guiss of
rallrond benefactions  that Dblessed
pyetem of state sociallsm, with its de-
Hghtful uniformity, which has been
the subjecz of many rhapsodies,
during recent Years.,
We shaill have
whan it shall bacontes ne
surnly will, to meet by direct u
from Year to year, without end
payments of interg the mums
borrowed uand expended;
will be no wny of oblalning

the [ful

on

thers
tha
honey other than by direct taxation.

there can be no mannex of doubt: but
the mere proposition would bring the
g£lite Into & most hurtful notorlety.

HOW NEVADA WAS LUGGED IN.

The Stals of Nevada, with ahoul a third
of & man to the squars mile, was admitted
to the Unfon in erder that two new Reopub-
lican Senators might appoar st Wuashington.
The tranesction was & J0b pure and simpes,
apd. jlks the ploasant vices of ihe poel, it
has come back to Yex Ity perpetrator. That
thia etate, which has been Aptiy des; wed
as the one mistake mide by thes Naties in
tha organlzation of states in the Far Wet,
atenld have the power and the will o em-

hyoll the [nitsd States wilh & friendly
| power; that ¢ should, grotultously and
guite uselegsly, attempt 1o Inginlate away
the treaty rights of the

| elgn nation,

is not ¢

| abeurdity most fagrant —Laulsville Courigr-

| s ithout.

No man who has a farm or a few |
acres of hand, no man who owns a |
factory or any kind of bullding or
business, no man who owns & town

lot or a flock of sheep, will be plaused
with this confiscatory tax; and abor,
In every form, wiil bs compelied to
pear Its share of the burden—{for the
schame will catech him alse who pays
no direct taxes

But there is no Intention, it will
ta saldl, to go very far in this business,
The state will g0 10 no excass Ih con-
struction of rallroads, Hut If It ahall
begin tha pollcy there can be no mtop-
ping place short of that to which the
logle will carry it. If the state is to
wpply the people with ralironda it
must render Its service fully and im-
pardally; and conmscation of prop-
srty, carrying -bankruptey with It Is
the Inewviwtsble pit

Oregon jFants eaplital, and ls seek-
jmg 1t; but If this system ahall ba at-
tempted capital will take warning at
once and will avold Otegon: and pres-

ent owners, wishing (0o escape the
crash which all the prudent ones
wonld foreses, would dlspose of their

property as fasi an theoy could. For
thg goed of Oreégon the Legisiaturs
should decline even to consider this
amendment; for the mere anggestion
af 1t would be a serlogs Injury. That

it would Le refected by the people

|

Journal

Novada would not have been made
a state but for the Civil War and ths
course of the anti-war party of the
Northi. The Democratic parly, oppos-
iIng proscvutlon of the war, had won

torles In 1862 in many Northern
stntes and had elected many Senn-
tors of the “Copperhead” type. It
waz to hoid a majort if poesible,
agninst theso, that Nevada was ad-
mitted, It was done with the ad-

vice of Lincoln, who as President, ap-
proved the enabling act, and later
(October 31, 1864) lssued his procla-
mation declaring that Nevada, hav-
ing camplled with requiréments, wns
admitted as o state of the Union. In
ordinary times It never could have
been done, Lincoln wanted the Sena-
tors from Nevada to “stand off” such
men &5 Hendricks of Indiana and
Richardson of Illlnols, so as to give
the war for the Union a chance of

success, It wus & most unfortunats
state of things that made & reinforce-
ment of the war e nent In the Seéen-
ats desirable, and apparently neces-

CONCEALS THE KEAL CAUSE.
Leslia M. Shaw, ex-Secreiary of the

Treasary, has spparently resumed his
tormer position as one of the chiel
in faver of a ship subsldy.

enitly mades & number of

repleto scuracies
and misrepresenta the
tople which he essays (o discuss. The
Callfornla Japaness agltation was
gelzed on by Mr. Shaw as a pretext
for exposing our self-imposed woenk-
ness on this most vulnernble point
“TPhe powers of the world,” =ald Mr.
Shaw, “laughed at the speet of
our sixteen battieships riing
around thes world, accompanled by
and depending for coal and supplics
on twenty-seven caolllers and supply
vessals floating fore lags, which
would have dessrted them ahd left
them helplesa at the first smeil of
hostile powder.”

Mr. Shaw (s slightly In error as to
the real of this forcign mirth
over the and unnecessary per-

speeches

with

L=t

Chlse

1dloti

formance mentioned, What the pow-
ers of the world really laughed at
was the sublime stupldity of this
country in failing to do what the
powers of the world would do under
simliar ¢ircumstances. No maritime

tion on edrth except the United

Qiates prohibltas it people from buy-

ing ships where th can be bought
the cheapast Had this country been
at all anxious to avold the spectacle
it » e, It would have permittied
américan shipowners to buy some of

this cheap tonnage and thus bs In a

position to engage in the coal-carry-
ing trade,

Among the twenty-seven colllers
and supply vessels mentioned by Mr.
Shaw i= the Britlsh steamer Agap
thus, & 7000-ton carrier In Al oon
fon The world-wide depres=ion In

jghts left the Agapanthus without

iy employment after she arrived on
the Pacliic Coast with supplies for
the fleot, and she hna aince been lald
up at Victorin. Last week she wns
gold for the insigntificant sum of §$45,-
000—]eas than one-tenth the price
pald for the steamer Tremont, a
slightly larger and newer vessel fiving
the American fag. If this country
ghould get Into stralned poaltion
where it was necessary for it to have
a fleet of vesacls Nying the American
flag, a single call for offerings of ton-
nago would bring coillers of all sizes
and descriptions—not twenty-saven,
but twenty-soven times twenty-séven,
and then some. Why in the name of

a

the ar-Spangled Banner should the
Brit ., the Germans;, the Japanese,
the ywwoepians and all o

ther mari-
time people be privileged to bay sach
stenmers a8 the Agapanthus for §45,.-
600 while we are forced to pay $500.-
000 for one merely because she al-
ready fllea the Amerioan flag? If the
Government had purchased, or per-
mitted American citizens to purchase,
thesa twenty-ssven colliers, they
would today be spending thousands
in our shipyards for rvepalrs, supplies,
=, If Mr. Show la sincere hix as=
! for m merchant marite
at @any cost, in Aany way, In avery
way.” he should promptly drop advo-
caey of the subsldy graft and demand
that our citizens be given the same
rights on the high seas that are en-
joyed by our trade competitora

am

A SMITTEN TRUST.

The Supreme Court &f the United
States has rendered o decision In the
e of Volgt & Bonz against the Con-
tinomtal Paper Company, which ought
y hilp materially in the solution of
the trust problem. The Coutinental
Paper Compuny is a trust, including
some 30 factories, which had power
enough to force Volgt to buy his paper
of It st extortionate rates or else gO
Ha bought the paper and
then refused to pay for it. The trust
1ed him. The case has gone the reg-
wiy from one tribunal to another,
1 finally found [ta qunietus In the
Supremes Courl, which declares that it

wili mot help & trust collect its debia.:

The ground for the decislon is that a
combination in restraint of frade being
an lllegal entity, has no standing In
court. Jt was one of thoss famous five
to four utterances, bhut since sound rea-
son Ia on the side of the majority, It
seema llkely to stand.

This places the trusts on the same

basis as gamblers when It comes to
eolleeting what is owed to them. The

iaw will not enforce a contract to pay
a gambling debt, and now, by the de-
ciston of the Suprems Court, it will not
enforce . contract to pay a debht to a
rust. This may be hard on the com-
binations in restraint of trade. It may
evenn break them op, but who will
grieve if It does? The chances are,
however, that i1t will not break up the
truste. Its rasult may he to make
them do business on o cash basis on-
tirely. Henceforth nobody can buy
anything of the tohacco trust, the beel
trust, the powder trust, the awhisky
trust or any of the rest of the Infiated
throng without handing out the cnin.
This would be ona way of ovading
the dire conscquences of the declslon.
A better one would be-for the trust to

disappear behind an innocent third
party, who would do sl its buying and
velling In his own pname and for his
own behoof. The fraud wonld be fair-
Iy transparent, but from past experl-
ence the law could be trustad not to
gee through i, A vell need not be very
thick to baffle the eye of modern Jus-
tice, who is & good deal blinder than
her anclent sister was,

CSES OF THE PARTY SYSTEM.

Most readers wwho keep In touch
with the movement of modern
thought and discussion are acqualnted
with the books of Benjamin Kidd. On
ubjects of political sclence he 1= &
sirong thinker and forclible writer.
"Saeial Evolutlon” is the tiile of one
of his book=: *The Principles of
Westorn Civilizntion” s the dtle of
another.

In this second book there are dis-
gortatons on the uses of Party as an
instrument of Government, among
English-speaking peoples; for it Is
rmong these alone that the party sys-
tem and its uses hiave had sctual de-
velopment. The paragraphs in quo-
tatlon marks, which follow, have been
L culled from varlous parts of this
book, and are worth most careful con-
giderntion In Oregon, where the doc-
trine is preached that party s a
hindrancs in polltics and government;
not a useful or necessary agent.

“Puring comparatively recent time,
by the necessary tolermnce of many
confiioting views, there has been al-
mont imperceptibly developed an &n-
tirely new attitude of the human
mind towards every eystern of wction,

Ilhr

of power, of knowladge, and of opin-
fon representing liself for the time
being as the embodiment of & prin-
ciple ¢laiming general assent.

“The first large outward expression
of this nttitude, as a working prin-
ciple In the polltieal life of our civil-

i on, Is that which we have in view
in the rise of the sysieam of Party
Government. If the mind i{s carried
back over the recent political his-
tory of the English-speaking world
it may be noticed that In &imost
every quarter It presents the suame
are. Side by side with the In-
[ sing mssertion of tho right of

every community, from the hamliet to
a continent, to manpge its own local
affairs, there has been developed that
phenomenon In publlc affiirs now
known the syatem of government
by party No gystem of government
has been more sweeplingly condemned
outside the countries where it exists,
In' it theresurvives, as Indeed there
still survives In most of the Instl-
tutlons of the present day, many of
evila of the era of evolution out
of which the mvorld s moving. No
sy=tem of government s from time to
time more scathingly c¢riticlsed even
in England and America. XNeverthe-
less, 1o = m hans ever hoaen Invented
whire
a

us

as of Throughont

Chuse
the public affalrs of the whole of the
English-speaking peoples at the pres-

Progress,

ent day 1t is the Ufe-principle of all
| effective ecriticism; the most potent
fact behind every condition of good
government, For 150 years It hes

| any

1
|
li'.u]pyw-aiim: world has procecded.

the
siress

of that
competing

arderly
principles,
but un-

goul uncons-

af

heen
ing
from out of which the rapld
hasting political progress of the Eng-

“Now if wa look clo=ely at the sys-
tem of government ny party It may
be percelved that what it essantially
represents ls, the unconscious org
zation, on each side of a line of cle
age, of all the oppesing elements, In
situation, utllized sagoinst each
other to the full extent of thelr powers
as forces of criticiem and progress,
The essence of the ayslem Is that there
are of necessity only two principal
pdrties, each continuatly organized In
opposition to the other; and that, as
In the systom of legnl trial developed
In the conditions of ¥nglish jurispru-
dence, eaich side proceeds from the

| point of view that 1t 18 itself entirely

in the right, and thar its opponent 1is
of neceassity equally and entirely In
the wrong Vital, essential and

fundamental as I8 the system of party
government in the elrcumstances men-
tioned, it is nevertheleas almost out-
gide the forms and recognition of
written constitutions, A system In
the conduct of public affalrs which
appears so entirely bewildering, and
even absurd, to the obseérver who has
grasped jts meaning, Is only made
poxsible by a conditlon which is al-
ways in the background, but which Is
never sxpressed In any constiutional
formula. It i a condition the in-
Muer of which haz come (o perme-
ate the entire stmaosphere of tha Intel-
lectual and ethical life of the Englisha
speaking world.

“The fact that parties or thelr lead-
ers should be at once uncompromis-
tngiy hostile and yet be mutuslly tol-

not

erant; that they shounld enforce thelr
principlea on the whole community at
the poaint of the nare sl majority,

and wvet expect that t ' BucCessors
on acceding to power should not at-
tempt to reverse the law they have
made; that they should be, as has
eomotimes been the casa {n the
United States, divided by a principle
scnrcely visible to outsiders, and yaot
proceed to- eall ‘out all the strength
of their adherents on the assumpilon
that the opposing party s in all its
proposals the representative of abso-
lute error; that they should, even after
the most bitterly contested struggles,
accept the result as conclusive for
the time belng, and with that Imme-
diate subsidence of excitement which
has been charactaeristic of the great
historie party struggies in the Unilted
Btates; nay, that theéy should In thefr
orguns of opinion éven go out of thelr
way, as has pometimes happened in
England, to regret the lack of organi-
zation or strangth in their opponents
as bLeing bad for thelr own side;—arve
all mnatters which appear from time
to time to a large class of critlcs as
utterly Irreconcllable with standards
of right conduct as they prevall else-
where in our clvilizations. They pre-
sent themseclves either, at the best,
88 bewildering absurdities, or at the
worst, as conclusive evidence of thae
consistant and organized hypoorisy
of the publie life of the peoples
amongst whom they are found.

“At first @ight, In s£hort, no more
Mogical, anarchic or Impossible prin-
ciple of government tould ba comn-
ecelved. Yet no more elemental con-
ditlon of progress ham ever existed In
the world. It is the first fundamental
working principle In publie lfe con-
tributing to the freedom and Intensity
of conditions that prevall amongst the
English-speaking peoples. 8o natur-
ally has it sprung from the principles
underlying the dovelopment of thosa
peoples, that i has mearly always
proved tmpossible in practical life to
keep Itz influence out of the affalrs

of the smnllest township or precinct.’

8o contirely forelen lias = meaning

proved to the peoples amongst whom

Pt!:na development has not run its full "

course, that as & successful working
system of governmment It i= at ths
preseént day aimost unrepresented out-
side the Hmits of the English-speaking
world.”

Party Us the efficient end Indispens-
able agent in this work; becauss it i=
through party only, or by means of
parties having altarnate power, or

esch strong enough to have hope of |

contending successfully for if, that
an orderly and Ilncreasing stress of
competing principles and. purposes
can be maintzined. fn this siress are
represonted all the forces of free and
active orltielsm, and therefore of
progress. Our country would losa its
vital political! energy, but for lis party
system.

Sixtecn coasling steamers and threa
coasting. salling vess¢ls were londing
or discharging at Columbia River
ports yesterday, this being about the
of the two types

average proportion

of oraft now tradilng hers, The
change from sail to steam has been
even mord rapid In the coasting than
tn the forelgn trade, nithough the
salling ship In deep-waler trivde has
been practically driven from the

oceinn by the tramp s=teamer end five
years hence will be & curioaity. For
thess redsons It would be the helght
of folly for tho Port of Portland to
Invest & large sum of money for big,
powerful tugs for the Columbia Dbar.
All that is required k& two or three
small tugs to be used in plasing pilots
aboard stenmers and towing the occa-
slonal aalling vesssls which come
along, Steam, not sall, will in the Tu-
ture dominate rates aad service out of
this port as svell ag other ports whero
lurge fleets of tugboats have been
driven into relrement along with the
satling vessels.

The farmers throughout the United
Siates who are now marketing their
whoat at prices well rbova o dollar &
bushel are probably impressed
with the evil of Chicago Board of
Trade gambling than they wonld be if
D cents par bushel

Tne
InEs

the prices were

There 18 great legitimate strength in
the wheat mar sufficient to war-
rant high pric It Is extramely
doubtful, howev if the price would

be within soveral cents of swhers (T
now stands had It not oeen for the Te-
markable manipolations of Wheat
King Patten, who bas secured control

of a line of May whaeat estitnated as
high na 20,000,000 bush With
this smonnt of wheat held off the
market, it s certain to aflect prices on
the stocks still In farmers’ hends, If
Mr. Patten is able to hold on, the
price may =socar muth higher than
now.

One who has read last Sunday the
facsimilc poge of The Oregonian of
April 17, 15886, expresses nvonder that
men were “blacklisted” In advertise-
ments for paying their debis in green-
backs: and how a credltor, or Tha
Oregonian, should have dared to do
such a thing without fear of & suit for
domnages. The explanation s easy.
The Pacifle States adhered to gold
currency, and thers was universil de-
testation of persons who took advan-
wnmge the legal-tender act Lo pay
with depreciatad paper debts Incurred
on i gold by Such was the siate
of public opinlon that a sult for Iibel
on such & basis wouid have Dbeen
thrown out of court instantsr,—per-
haps the jury would have ridden the
plaintiff out of court on o rail.

of

The Chuarleston News and Courfer
Wopes 3ir, Bryan will reconsider his
determination to go into the ministry
vgfter his next defent,” on the ground
already done ull the harm

he ibly do to the Democratic
party, but thers is no telling what
harm he might do to the church.
Thix in mighty unikcind Juidgo

Parker's adventurs as repreasentative
of “this other side" of the Democritic
party, seems to have boen forgotten.

the Washington Legis-

The bl in

lntura making It a misdemeanor to
walk on a rallroad right of way s
vicious. That state I8 not England.
with macadamized highways. Until

couniry roads coma nNearer pe stion
the railway track must be the thor-
oughfare of the poor man who is not
a hobo, To bo sure, he ls sometimes

killed, but the loss 1s his.

The committea In chirge of tho
bonsters' banquet given at Tacomn
last night was up against the hard
proposition two days befors of pro-
viding knives to go around the two
thousand guests. Were there no Ar-
knnsawans in Tacoma to offer “big

butch lttle buteh” and tha rest of
the family cutlery? No mention wis
madoe of the useless fork.

rainfall In the Sacrimento
s for February (elaven days) ex
by an hich the average for sixty

yeurs,” say the news reports, and
heavy floods are expected. It Ia not
to laugh, of course: but it ts well
cnough’ just now for Oregon people
to avold a country ‘where it rains
thirteen months (n the year.™

Now that the Untted States has

launched the most formidable battle-
ship In the world, there are some peo-
ple on both &ldes of the Pacific who
would like to know what-Uncie Sam
s going to do with It

Tha water code carries an emer-
gency clause, but ail danger of ex-
ecutive veto I8 averted by the thought-
ful wisdom of (s promoters In plac-
ing appointment of the water super-
intendents in the Governor's hands.

Mr. Harrlman hns gons south for
recreation and *to examine some of
the Southern Pacific's new Ilines.”
That provea It- There ars such
things as new Harriman lines,

Ald and comfort will bs given the
suffragettes to know that a woman
wiil be Acting Governor of Oregon.
But how shall she be addressed—as
“Governess ™"

Jastice Brewer sald recently that
the most dangeérous tendency of cities
fa overbonding. Every rasident of
Portland ought to paste the remark
in- his hat.

Senator Knox's salary must be re-
duced beofore he Is eligible to become
Ssoretary of State. FPubiic office Is
sometimes a private misfortune.

' propossd state-aided bridgs

aerosa the Columbin bt Vancouver
should have a common-user pection
covering street railway rights,

That

If anything for the Governor has
besn overionkad there s yet & week
of legislation.

EUROPE'S ENORMOUS ARMIES.

France Steained for Men, Germany for
Monecy to “FProtect Trade"

Now York Sun. f

The now famous article of General
Count von Schlieffen, late chlef of tha
general staff of the German army,
which was guoted by the Kaiser in his
remarks to hls generals mssembled at
the New Year's conference, has drawn
attention anow to the great stamding
armiea of Eorope, thelr development in
recent yoars, thelr present condition,
&nil the outiopk for further Increase or
disarmament.

Racently in a speecch in the Landing
the  Imperinl Chancellor of Germany
eniled mttention to the fact that the
only way to improve the finaneclnl con-
dition of the empire was by a retumrmn
to the old German practice of econorny.
Fhe watchword in the army this year,
as it was In the Relchatag, is “econo-
my."

The proposed incronse of pay of offi-
cers and men In tihs German army was
| pastponed for thal remson, and the In-
erpase In the appropriations was maln-
Iy for materinl of a tsehnical nature,
which would at the =ama Time Improve
the business conditions of the country.

There 1s Jittle difference between the
difforent armies of Europe t(oday In
squipment or armament.

BEuropean armfies are wall being msup-
plied with modern fleld uniforms. a i
the armamants have reached a condi-
tiop at present which puts them all
practicaliy on a lovel

The point of greatest interest to tha
stutesman, therefore. 18 the supply of
tralned soldlers, alnce the armies are
practically weaqual In othar respocts.
This supply duponds on tho population

and on the percentags entering the
army.
Compare for a moment Franee and

Germany, the former with & population
of anly 29,000,000, the latter with &2,
000,000, The oficial recor for

show that Trance replly draftad moroe
recrults thot Germany. France sirained
her population niuch more severely by

1907

putting & much higher percentage in
the army. The perc g of the
population levied on for the nrmy in

the last few yvenrs fn the two countirles

hive been as fullown:
1 1RON. 15035,  IROL

GOrmaAny «uses P— £3.57 Ei.8 £i.9
Franos ca'sanas N85 §0.2 518

t s thus seen that the strain in
France {s becoming more and more s¢-
vore, wherens In Germany it Is
dimlnlshing. In France practics

ona who ia phys
military train
thourands aro
srvoy ond e
ing whatever,
no place for
maximuin strengt
inw.

It may not
gider the In
for the drmi

fit 1s left without
g In Germnny
the

:L‘l‘
simpiy
them in
h of which

to
oxy

the

uninteresiing
unnual
of

asa In

Ereat

noy

Buropean continental powera during tie
lest ten yeors.
Tha annual expenses (exp in

millions of dollars) were as follr

my

nvy Total A
174 193

The total
inerensed In
508 per cent;
gr 2
anda

Thus while
resources in

expensen
Germany 85,6
in
=

popul

in order to keep his army In
equal to that of Germian
-onntry Is straining

a8 ot only 1o Ked
abreast of the times, but
tha power of the Tt

Hanecw
There 1s no real ser

inclining

timent

toward disarmament among any of the
great powera Thoe demands that the
people arve willlng to L

submit to
sufficient ovidence of "
Ores d appropriations
passed by the peaple’s
(1 without o 7

in

bellave

ing up thezs armn
or resentment, although they may h

thelr influanes. too, but trade—each
nation is anxions to protect ita com-
meroo, manufactures, exporta, all

relates to its materinl growth, and
mands protection agninst every
natlon.

other

Coming Flood of Immigrants,
Harper's Weekly
probably :
immigrail in
rin and Slclly will doubtless
an army of refugees from  the
quake reglon, and if business kes
improving the Influx from all souro

Wa

shall

y of

likely to he grepter than thal
year, Inm 1007 wa got ;
grants; In 18 TRL,3

wara offset by & stromg humazn
running from our poris baeck
Dut of Inst year's t« 1. Auntri
gent 168.000; Italy, Including S
ik the Russian empire and
E6,000; over three-fifths of

number thus coming from Southeérn and
Southeastern Europs. Thera Is a pros-
pect of a Russian emigration of a higher

t ns

cama

1 SOmOwW

many—Carl Schurs
the troubie

that that =

then very plek of

nre to i-'.'"“'l the chosen hest

will ba a considerable solace

ers of our gate, albeit Buss
spare them to us
Yeni, Vidi, Viel

Now York BEvening Post
10 o'clock on Friday mornin
fores of eminont

the har
commm
axan
14 o'cloc
Saturday th efjoye
the' authorities. From =
they made a thorough
the great cut. departing immadintely for
a reception glven In thelr honor by tha
Prexldent of the rapubilic. Sunday they
rested, On Mondoy afternoon they o
n caroful study of the rainfall canditiona,
and returned in tima for 4 ¢ lock tea.

At
picked
rived

in
had

ustive
From

Epech-Muking Day.

Washington Herald.
wraft will settla canal problems on re-
turp to capital’ savs a headline in the
Brooklyn Standard-Unlon, It will be =
blessed rellef, and & notsworthy, not to
say opoch-making consummation.

BOME CO\L\II:NTS.

BY A GROUCH.

Ehari® Stevens stop the profunity

Can't
taxpayers who cail to pay

af thoss howllng
the Nddlsrsy Bil?
for

most of the recent |egis-

Ths reason
iation s beyond reason

Is Becretary Oatsns veplving to ¢ -
yariunl epistles mnent the appoistment of
Judge GatensT

in his nfdvoency of more parka, Judga
Muntey reminds us that we need [unge am

well na hoads to which the Judge i= re-
mindoed that the hsads appear to ha full
Tungs

o woman is burn iniellactually honest™
orates tho Hnm, Wallace MeCamant In
Lincoln address, Even so. the trus p t
fs borm with freedom's wshrisk n n
Rosciusio yelil

it is whinpered that the Hon. W. =
1U'Ren & annlversary of Idnc

irth |p searching for a Just application
itlehl

present affalrs of that suggenive pol
muaxim: “You ean fool all of the peopla
somno of the time; and snsme of the peapla

all of the time; but you eun't fool all of
| the peopls all of the time.”

i

STOP THIS

Vigorous Call for a Public Expression

Over Past, Prescnt and Prospective THalds

WHOLESALE LOOTING

of Portiand's “'lﬂrl'plg‘lld Indlgnativn

on Taxpasern’ Property

|
folioy

| iInto ti

quality than we have had heretofors, |
from the roformer and high-grade revo-
tutlon)st —Iiscournged patriots,

P —

PORTLAND, Feb. 12—(To the Eiftor)—
When Assegsor Sigler begnn ralsing the
assessalils valuations In thizs county ns-
sirancoe was given by him and the other
politicians that the levy would be kept
down within reasonable Dmits, It was
predicted then that his course in Hfting
the value of proparty weuld only open
new schemes for gouging people. AMr.
Sigler sald such would not be the result,
But svery prediction made in The Ore-
gonlan has beon reslized. K wWas pre-
dicted that Portland and AMultnomah
County would pay the maln portion of the
stints bAXY

Flrst—Thix iz now being done

Secomd—Every day The Oregonian an-
nounees 8 new rall on the taxpavers of

thils city and county.
Third—Salaries of all clerks and em-
s of the Whatar Department ware
15 and 20 per cent. Men who In

ordinary offairs could not mnke $0
have thelr salnries boosted

month

por

to P10 and 550
Fourth—1he

number of Judges in this county—so that

Legialnturs incrvased tha

tha remainder can have another month
off during the Bummer month.

Fifth—Genaral raid on the daxpayers
nll over the =tate, but malnly In Mult-
opouruih County.

Slath—Push clubs Ademand another

bridge costing §1,600,000 1n South Portland.

Seventh—The County Court propares to

a $2.000,000 courthouro.
- - -

This Is but the picture of a single @
Riend the announcoments of this charace-
tar in the dally psper every morning
d Mr Sigler boosted the as-
valuations in this county when

arect

3

thes office-holders and polliticlung organ-
fzod rnlds of all sorts. If Poriland had
o valuationa, of course tho peo-

wouldl stand all sort of looting with-

aut prat

boosting laries hinve gpons farward
Lol the taxpayers of this county

ing 100 per cent more taxes

g Al Sigler bagan bdoosting
valuations and ‘when the assersment

1t the ordinary
repaints his house, Mr, Sigler finda
and penalizges him. 1f he buys &
or & plano, or « range; If he

heelbar r. or needed crockery
bedroom, the assessor finds that
inereqasn s pnow making e

e increased amount he

suburbs of Portland 88 per cont
e are home-pwners and many

heine
poor

now
last point. One
and said, "My God,
How can I pay It
Where can I borrow

b

nre

tax

have house or on

a no,
nd for a Uving, find thelr

tlils year that they must
g to get money 1o pay
so the ralding and

ing g0 on
the Water Board credit
nand yol, with
3 v, it bposts ti
Who boosts
homeowners in the
of this clty? They are the ones
st pay the sslurles of those waler

the ox-
thn

is en

es of these

employes.

- - -
G K ick the right key whan

burden on {nxpayers

had reached the lmit. It

£ wmched the Bmit and gone heyond
Interview thesgs home-makers who are
struggling along with a dsbt on thalr
Prope & vear? What are thess peo-
pla to do? They must borrow monay to

then grind and pinch

Thes amazing thing
Bourd should have
of tha men in thelr

I their taxas, and
to save thelr homes.
that Water
d the salarics

5y

1= tho

boast

d the jobhery, grafting and |

amploy when it s commaon knowladgs
that every part of that ssrvice is over
oaded with employes.

Side water offlce al any

will b seen hanging aroun

ing. Business men who know 4= .
shie this office has double the number of

ave, and that any

men 1t ongnt to b

vate husiness wounld smash under

a load. So all through the depart

of this elty. All are overloaded w

ploves And erili thsa Jdanc 1

Every day brings anhounc L
graft on the axXphyers of this
the taxpavers of this county atand

= ralding and loeoting? Wil they

for the erection of a £,000,000 co
house, when tho nt bullding 18 ampls
for ¥ % to come?. Once let Judge L. R
We ol 3 on the ersotlor " Mire-
bhouse, & menns ot least (s i1d-

Ing, rwgurdiess of the 1EOCSRRIY
an shoulders of e-huilders
nd tha Indust th

- - .

Where are the inktintive and reforendum
lawa that ware enacted for tha “prabtec
tion" of the common poople Why not
usa this alleged club o b into the

heads of the politiclar
ers will not submit
schomensT

Where will all
was extendoed all
gon. WII the warn
of the iing dlsus
pald

Atgess

o0

far as

the

bhodst

assessed wvaluation
halled with ghoullsh g
grafters as 50 much T
The thrifty families which
and goful ol

a4 home boe us
cily are L victima
industrics of t
taxation so t

Lo

and the
s m
ndvanoed
in tixatlon,

And
more

The
order

wagu-eartier

of Ccourse

méal LOv

still the ery gocs on-—
officials and
w i
o <l

higlher

I propose that th
tiom n o 1

brids

of

o]

May ng ou
deparin
Eovernment
needed that
and producer.
stop furiher loot

and smultiplication

¢ept thae d

""" Ly and <ty

not
he might
I propos

in the farr

Tt
ng

&
fleers
Is It not posasible t
not in this commut
against this
rampant
benutiful city
I jt ne
out
thern 1
thls o
the
Whsre
repr
of the
elub In Norih Alblr
olub, & the Ea
Ciub, C, A- Bige
thesa clvio org

o' do all this? Have wa
Y lead

[

Ling.

East Slde?

i en on?
which pro-
tha City at

mn=n
meeting and start a 1 that will
put n stop to this wi l& looting In
public plices? Wind will not do. It will
taks personal sacrifices and ne to in-

augurate a tidal wave of prolos

Mr. &. K Honry had the manhood teo
tell the wholp truth. Shal b supe
ported by a tang/bla movement?
JOHN P, WILSON

ha mo

T

JAPANESE IMMIGRANTS IN 1D08.

Execesn of Arrilvals Over Departures for
the Yenr Wnaa 3826,

The report of the Commissioner-Gen-
immligration for 1308 gives the
as the Japanese Immigration
Continontal United States In
year:

ernl of

that 1!

e i 104

hotal keepors. ... 130

. -w - st esrassnea . &
Venars - &0

: ‘orll'I‘:'ia.'.n-

mant

jopartores 0 50wl
arrivals ar departaoros, 8824

his a net addition of only &

a month to our populiation of 850

tg

Japnn Trude Treaties.
Bonton Herald.

In some respocts the most Important
portlon of Count Komura's recent ad-
drese ta the Japanese Diet wnas his
formal announceémant of Japan's In-

tention to notlfy the powers next yoar
of a ftermination of all commercial
tresties, the warning to ba effactive
one venr after notice I8 given. Thie
monne, of course, that, after careful
study of the problem by exparts, Japan
s mbout to alter her system of tariff
and revenue as seems best to her, with-
out the measure of defenca to other
powers which they were able to Indi-
enta at an earlier stage; and that ahe
will work out and stand for a system

of enmmercial treatles based funda-
mentaily on the principle of reclpro-
|'[I"}',

Sentence Sermoms.
« F. Copa, In Chicago Tribune
work s the best prayer

He
A pood day's
for rest.

e who fearm to make foes falls to
nake friends.

For tho work of heaven you need the
bread of heaven.

Truos friondship Is always richest In
tnys of groatest need.

It's no unse sighing for a chance to

lead (£ yau dare not go alone,

Ot of desp sorrows come high powers
ta comfort and strengthen.

There I8 always groater benefit in en-
Auring my own paln than In envying an-
other's plensure.

CHORUS GIRLS KISS HERO BINNS.

Wireleas Operator of Steamer Republic
Fame, Motlf of Theater Party.
New York Times

“Jack” Blons, the wirelass operator
of the Republie, did sho the white
feather at the Hippodrome. He fled
before an onslaught of chorus glris
who tried to kisa him. Einns didn't
run fast senough. He put up a heroio
fight, and when he did
Bixzth avenue, hadi

powder, with t -
went

sulng him,. aven hia friends who
to him 5 tance had diffieuity In ree-
ognizing him.

His appearance at tha Fippodrome
was entirely unoxpected, both by him-
salf and the nudisnce. He dinad at the
Army and Navy Club opposite the Hip-
podrome, asd & guest of ite officers, and
later It was supgpgenated that the party
P the playhouse
watar which w

CATTLITE Jnst
A cloge the spot

Hinng

flashed on
Manager Burnside announ
volee:

in the box

“Allow me to Introduce C. Q. .
Binpa."

The audlence jumped to its feal, and
there wera foud wells for a spaech.
Saveral of Binns® friends dragged him
out of the box anto Llie stagoe

After tha chering subsided Binna
howed. He snid briefly that It
fault of his that he was thare
tried to escups, but It was not
if he eould not escape the

he thanked the nudleno 1 ha
rarted.
inns wins standing In a group of

about 650 chorus girla while ail this was

_gul'.u; on. As soon a® the curtain went
AT ry glrl made a rush for him.
wan taken by surprise, and In at-

st fell

tempting to escaps he2 almo into

the wator tank

Ons girl threw her arms tha
voung man and plantsd severs Kisaem
on hla lips, or, ag noear to them 85 she
could get, befora he could shake
off: The eirl’'s actlon wns the glg
for ail the others to Imitmte Bl
was firmly wedged In the group, L

by mnin force he fought his way cles
and darted down the first passageway.
the drose-

Tt led to the oallar, whera
ifng rooma are. With loud sereams,
the girls startsad In pursuit.

Comgresnsmnan Hears of His Desth.
Washington, D. C.. Heruld
Representative Loudanslag |
know he was dead until ane ¢
Telegrams galore began pouring Ir
Capitnl asking how and when It |
ed, and expressing regrets I
thiat in an obscure New
thore {5 an H. €. Louden ang
this Loudenslager passed the
divide, and the papers notad tha
the {nhabltants of moequito land were
sura It was thelr own Harry C. Louden-
slager, statesman from the First Distrio

Jarsoy

v

Consequently they got bposy with the
wires. Representative Loudenslager s
still alive,

Tired Ouf.

M. D, Prior In New York Sun

To ihe assembled alphabet
The letter I then sald'

=My madkter’s gning to Africa
And I am golnhg to bed"




