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AMERICAN FOREIGN PFOLICY.

There nre several reasons why
American foreign policy can as yot be
scarcely called a definable thing. One
of them is the comparative nowness of
our relations with the world &t large.
T recently we have had lttle to do
with other nations, and could escape
entanglements with them; but through
the events of the past ten years we
have been carried by the course of
avents into larger relations with the
affairs of the world, and we ¢annot
escape the responsibility in which this
change has placed us. A further réf-
son why we have mo definite foreign
policy Is the divided nature of our
soverelgnty at home, The states claim
soverelgnty over many things that re-
iate to or come In contact with forelgn
poliey. and especlally with the treat-
ment of allens in our midst, and for-

eign nations can scarcely see why,
when they have made (Teaties with
the Unlied States there should be

Jialms of local sovercignty by wvarious
states that lgnore or nullity rights
guaranteed by treaty with our Nationnl
Government, Truth s, the situation is
a “raw” one. A government of unlited
or divided sovereignty ia liable lo
trouble &t home, as our Civil War at-
tested: and to trouble with other na-
tions. aa we find from the present
difficultiea with Japan

Whether our country, therefore, can
ever have a definable foreign polley
or not may be for the present a mat-
ter of opinlon or dispute. Golng on In
our crude and clumsey way, W& moy
avold wars, but wa certalnly shall saf-
for in trade. We are constantly in
hot water In our forelgn relations—
at one time with Germany and at
this moment with Japan, over the
Interpretation of the “‘most favared
nation’ clause; with Canada about
fisherirs and seals; with Coba about

her position under our protectorate;
with the Japanese over their righta
in Hawall and the Philippines, Waea

make ‘& race question” aa no other
nation does, in the matter of inter-
course avith allens: and our separats
states—or some of them—push It to
the Umit. If all this stlrs the preju-
dices of other nations agninst us and
leads to rumors of Wars, as Qur course
is sure to do, then our trade suffers.
But then we are very brave and very
strong, or think we are; and we must
not let considerations like these stop us
from “asserting our righte.” What an
opporiunity, moreover, f.r the putri-
otic crator!

But it ls apparent that our country
cannot have a =afe and consistent for-
elgn policy, worth the dignity and
place of a great natiop in the world
of affairs, so long a8 the states, In the
exercise of thelr claims of soverelgnty,
are disposed or permiited to inter-
fere with it. The outcome cannot at
present be foretold. But it is certain
we have not vet developed a consistent
constitutional system.

‘
AGRICULTURAL MINTNG,

According to the last report of the
Secretary of Agriculture nearly two
biillon dallars more than ail the gold
In ¢lrculation and in vaults in all the
countries on earth wiil be pald to the
American farmer the current year for
the products of his land as wrought
out by his endeavor.

Farmer Wilson, seer of agriculture,
#elights in painting the picture of rural
prosperity, using the more glowing
colors in bringing out its gracious
outlines. Ha does not deal with the
subject in detall, but presents it as &
stapendous whole. The aggregate al-
most staggers comprehension. During
the last ten years, he tells us, the
wealth production on the farms of the
country has exceeded the fabulous sum
af $66,000,000,000, while in 1808 the
value of all farm products reached the
most extraordinary total in the Na-
tion’s history, $7.778,000,000.

This is, tndeed, a tremendous show-
ing for agriculture, though it must be
confessed that thero are many farm-
ers who regard them wistfully, won-
dering where thelr share of the profits
came in. Without any desire to gues-
tlon the estimates of the Secretary of
Agriculture, or to dim by a breath the
brightness of the pleture of rural
afffuence thut he holds up that all the
world may sce, the fact 18 borne in
upon us that It ls yet too soon (o
reckon the farmer a5 among the
widely heralded class kmown as the
“ldle rich.” In truth, for men who
have all the world at thelr feet as de-
pendents upon thelr bounty, and with
nearly $8,000,000,000 back of them as
the results of a single yeara endeavor,
farmers generally have not the appear-
ance of men of wealth—stlll less of
men of lalsure. According to the esti-
mate of the New York World, i{n pass.
ing uvpon this report *“The American
farmer, collectively, s & mighty factor
in world finance, while singly he is ill
pald, over-worked, grossly discrimin-
ated agninst in legislation and not
nearly so much In need of commissions
on social uplift as of aimple Justice.”

One haa but to look about him to
find fustification of this estimate. “The
gold mine on the farm,” to yield color
must be diligently worked and every
saving device known to agricultural
mining must be applled to the process
aof scparating the gold from the soil
There Is rugged independencs in the
process; there is rude plenty all along
the way; there is modest competence
at tha end of the active period of en-
deavor for every man who, enamored
of growing things brings industry, In-
telligence and patience to agriculitural
mining. ’

But there i5 no leisure class among
those ecngaged in this voeation: no
{dlers who lia In the shade while the
process of extracting the gold from
the soil goes on. The stupendous
figures of Farmer Wiison show In

aggregate—the value of gold taken

| i# now the law of the

from American farms—a glittering

tal of which the Nation may well be
proud, bt It s simple truth to say
that the .details which go to make up
its aggrogate are not alluring to the
man who is locking for an easy job,
or for a mine that even by diligent, In-
telligent working will yield retums
upon which he can retire and lve In
pfMuence after a few Years.

THEY VIOLATE THEIR OWN PRINCIFLE

No matter what The Oregonian’s
opinion, or any one's opinion, about
the general poMey of inttintive and
referendum may be This system
state, and The
Oregonian has & right, and all others
have a right, to insist that they who
profesa devotion to it as a principle
ghall obey 1t, and not turn It down or
set it aside, to sult their own conven-
ience.

Therefors objection to passzage of
bills with a clause to cut off the refer-
endum is not answered by saying that
The Orogonlan i= opposed to Initiative
and referendum policy, and therefore
has no cight to say anything.

It has a right and all others have &
right, to hold those who profess &0
much devotion to “the will of the ped-
ple” to obedience of thelr own princi-
ple; and especially to insist that they
ghould not pass such &n act as that
{o inerease the number of members of
the Supreme Court, immediately after
the people have rejected that wvery
mensurea by a great majority;—and

then, to cut off their opportunity to
reject It again, add the emergency
clause, which in all these c¢ases not

only is unpecessary, but in fact utterly

false.
Or. i not “'the will of the peoplo™ 0
be obeved In any matter, under this

system, but in the slectlon of the
United States Senator? Does that
achievement sxhanst the whole duty

of obadience on the part of the advo-
cates of the sysiem to
of tha paople?

BUNDAY OBRSERVANCE.

Most people agree that it is a gond
thing all avound to have one day of
rest In seven. Just wwhich day It
should be depends upon circumsiances.
l'IFn:}'mt-n as o cla=s take thelr day of
on Monday. On Sunday their

rest

hardest work is done, It is then that
they earn thelr salaries. Where an In-
dustry must be carried on every day

in the week if employes have tweniy-
four hours of continuou® rest it must
ba on some other day than Sunday for
at least a part of them. Not all of
them ctn e off at the same time. In
advocating tho cessation of all occu-
pationa called “secular,” and in par-
ticulnr of all amusements, on the
first day of the week, clergymen and
others assume a positipn which Is not
justifiable from any point of view.
Theologically they have not & leg to
stand on, because the fArst day of the
week 1s not the Sabbath, There is not
an lota of Justification in the Sorip-
turea for making the first day of the
week more sacred than uny other day

Good morals reguira that persons
svho must toll throughout six days
should be at Uberty to devola the
govemth to recreation, To =it In idle-
ness 18 not sufficlent for' their mornl
welture., Nelther Is it sufficient to go
to <ohurch and lsten to & sermon,
What all persons need Is some re-
caperating influoence, to breathe fresh
air, 10 toke purt in a lwvely game of
ball or ot lenst witness one, to see an
amusing play gt the theater, to go off
on an excursion. Those who wish Lo
go to church on Sunday should of
course be permitted to do =0, but to
compel these to go who wish to do
gomething else 1s not only a grievous
Infringement of thelr lberty but it
may result in a positive deterioration
of their physical and moral belng
Man is s creature who cannot thrive
without change of scene and occupis-
tion. The monotony of the weekly
routine must be desidedly broken on
one day outl of seven or he will pine.
Hence the Immeasurable moral value
of Bunday bascball gunmea, the Sunday
theater and excurasions which take peo-
ple away from the scene of thelr work
Into the healthful air of the country.

Economically the advocates of “‘first
day observance” are worse off than
they are ethically and theologleally.
The argument for closing saloons on
Sunday Is sound becausp on that day
working people have mora opportunity
than at any other time to squander
thelr earnings In drink. But if all
other recreations are cut ol closing
the saloons will not prevent them from
drinking. They will simply. buy the
ligunor in jugs and guzzle it at home.
The ministers who say that the Sun-
day bascball gnme and Sunday theater
are allles of the saloon are seriousiy
misinformed. The saloon has no worse
foe than the Sunday baseball game.
The man who hea passed an afternoon
in wholesome recreation in the open
alr goes home tired and disposed to
sleep. His body ia invigorated and
his charncter elevated. He may poa-
gibly take a drink or two on the way
home If the saloons are open, but he
does not sit down and systematically
befuddle himself as he will if he has
no outdoor recreation or other hygienic
amusement. The part of the Sunday
theater is similar. It i a foe to the
salpon, not a friend. It induces men,
especially young men, to spend thelir
time In good company and vnder com-
paratively good Influences instead of
definttely bad ones,  The cdnventional
ery that the theater Is immaral |s non-
senss, The ministers who reiterate It
simply prove how littie they know of
the world they seek to reform. In the
main the theater, even the melodrama,
Ia desply moral

It s an ethical and economic ca-
lamity of the firat rank to close
libraries, art museums, theaters or

other places of Information and proper
amusement on Sunday. Ewvery such
plance should be kept open on Sunday

even If on other days it were closed, |

The argument that places of secular
resort keep people away from church
s not worth considering. If the
churche cannot compets with Whraries,
exoursions and museums of art, there
1s something wrong with them and the
sponar they And out what it ia and re-
form It the sooner they will cense to
clamor for the Ilaw to help them
where they ought to help themselves,
John Wesley would not have feared
the competition of a basebull game.
neither would 8t Patrick. The truth
of the matter {8 that any minister swho
has & gonuine message to deliver never
lacks an nudlience to Hsten to It. He
neads no laws to herd the multitude
into his auditorium. They comse of
themselves and they come gladly.
There 1a plenty of time on Sunday for
& sermon of reaspnable length and for
& game of baseball also. Persons who
have |tved in rural districts where the
Catholie Church is popular have often
seen the young gnen meet on the green
after mess and run races, wrestle and
play ball. Why not? What is there

the mandates |

[ in religion that ia necessarily opposed |
to sanity and health of mind and
body? The extravagance of Puritan-
ism, the dire tyranny svhich the refent-
Jess Sabbatarians would Impose upon
us, &re not Inventions of the Deity but
of poor foollsh man himself, or of
some worse character who is laboring
to lead man astray.

A POPO-SPTRITUALISTIC FARRICATION.

PORTLAND, Fel. 5 —(To the Editor.)—
We éelshrate the birthday of our ilustri-
ous fellow citizen, the great commaones,
Abraham Lincoln, who felt the hand of an
assasain when hls great work seemed al-
most accopiplished, without living to reap
the reward so richly due him. He had
foressen coming events and acted wisely
under mowt trying conditions, Why mot
emulate hig example and heed his wamn-
ing? Here i what he had to =ay, but o
short time before his untimely death, In &
Jetter written to his friend, a Mr. Tayior,
of lllinols, after having besn often called
upoen to favor some special interest:

It has been a trying hour for the republie,
but I see fn the future o crisie arising which
unoerves me and causes me to tremble for
the safety of my ecountry. AS a result of
he war, corporitions have bosm enthroned
1 an era of corruption in high places will
w, &nd them thes money power of the
ecountry will prolong Its reign by working
upon the®prejudices of the prople, until all
wenith is nggregated in a few hands and the
repubilc Is destroyed. 1 fosl at this time
more anxisly for the safety of my country
than even in the midst of war. God grant
that my fears may prove gronndleas.

ILLANOIBAN.

This statement never was made by
Mr, Lincoln, nor any statement like Iz,
“to a Mr. Taylor of Iilinols,"” or to any
ona else, Its own Internal evidence
proves that it Is just a plain fake; for
the sentiment and langusge do not
belong to Mr, Lincoln's time at all,
but, s every one knows who has fol-
ljowed the course of discussion and
events in our history, to a much later
time. Nicolay and Hay, Mr, Lincoin's
gocretaries, who wrote and published
the elaborate Life of Lincoln, in the
preparation of which they consulted
| every specch, statement, letier or other

of Lincoln's which they
ohtiln, and made esuch use as
thelr subject demanded of all that
were verifinble, expressly declared,
when thls statement began to obtain
circulation, that it was a fabrication;
and they polnted out, besldes, that it
was not at all in the line of any
thought or discussion that bslonged to
Lincoln’s time, A Mr. Taylor, of
1Hinoeis,"” now used as sgponsor for I,
|5, moreover, & recent invention. When
the story was started no nams was
used to bolster it up.

utterancs

could

It is belleved that the story waa
first given to the world through a
Popullst spiritualistic medium, many

voara after Mr. Lincoln’s death, who
pretended to have materializxed the
spirit of the great President and to

I have recelved this message from him.

But does anybody supposa that "'a
My, Tavior of Illinois,” having such a
[etter from Mr. Linmcoln, would not
have vindicated his own veracity by
publishing in facsimile & document so
generally declared fraodulent? It
would have been the leading card In
the Demo-FPopo play, twenty yeara ago
—the grandest weapon In their arsenal.

It had been supposed that everybody
long ago had ceased to credit this fake,
or at least had become ashaméd to

use it~

WHERE WILL IT END?

In n very Intersesting communicatioen
printed In vesterday's Oregonian, C. K,
Henry sounds a warning which ought
to be heeded by every one who has
tha interest of the city or his own pri-
vale Interests at stake. Nothing can
be plainer, nor more certaln of fulfill-
ment, than Mr. Henry's prediction that
“the demnnd for more free bridges,
fren ferries, n bridge across the Co-
Jumbia, parks In every locallity, boule-
vards, more offlclal positions and In-
crensed salarles, 1s certaln to check
and stop the splendld growth that we
ars gotting.” 1t ls, of course, within
the range of possibilities that If thia
wholesale extravagance In making
“free" convenlences and necessities on
which even as badly governed citles as
New York, St. Louls and Plttsburg are
forced to charge tolls could be halted
now, we might in a few years catch
up with thess runaway expenss billis.

Unfortunately, as stated by Mr.
Henry, “If they have the right to In-
creass the taxes from 30 to 60 per
ecent for one year, what is 1o prevent
them from increasing them In the next
yvenr in lke manner? The present
“apiift” of salaries and sil forms of
municipal expenditure has all been ac-
complished so easily that it is perfectly
natural to expect an even stronger
do=e two years hence. There will be
other Constables and other District At-
lorneys after more deputies, and all, of
course, must have llgher salarles.
There will be additional superintend-
ents of superintendents for t~¢ Fort of
Portland, and in a thousand directions
there will open up avenues for In-
crensed expenditure. And yet the worm
sometimes tUrne.

At present the burden ls falling on
the people who own a littie property,
but it s too great a burden to rest
long with this class alone, The non-
fanxpayer who enjoys free ferries, fres
bridges and innumerable parks, all
made *“frea” by the hard-earned
money of the taxpayers, will In the end
be called on for hia share of this ex-
penditure, and as 80 much of the
money has been wasted, it will fall
doubly heavy in the shape of Increased
rents, living expenses and lower sal-
arles. On with the dance, but don't
forget that there |8 a hereaftor.

THE COMMISSRION ON COUNTRY LIFE.

President Roosevelt never said a
truer thing than this, which Is to be
found In his message transmitting to
Congress the report of the Commis-
slon on Country Life, that farmers
might give thelr lives mors desirability,
dignity and profit if they chose. Clty
life Improves fester than life on the
farm, sald the President, slmply be-
cause people In town take more
thought for thelr own welfare. Wa
hear constantly of citles striving for
better charters, better streets, better
soclal conditions. How much do we
hear from the country of almllar
efforts? Not very much, though the
good roads movement has now at-
tained a certaln strength. What the
farmers lack, as the commiasion truly
sayn, I8 co-operntion. They have not
vet learned to do business as a unlted
body, while those of whom they buy
and to whom they sell are closely
organized. With the farmer it is al-
most always still the sad old story of
the isolated Individual trying to hold
his own against a great organization
and failing. y

The directions along which rural life
admits of uplift are innumerable. The
plementary problems of light and wa-
ter have not been wmolved on most
farms, though there are good and
chesp syvstems of lighting farm houses
and supplying them with pure water.

Many conniry dwellinga are not even
drained., When we pass into the
broader domain of social life what do
wa find but the everlasting, dismal
dance? The country achools huve of
late been trying to forward matters by
encouraging debates, and tho way pso-
ple flock to hear them proves that
only leadership is needed to Introduce
better conditlons; but the average
County Superintendent of Schools
frowna on debates because to his fancy
they Interfers with high marks in the
venr and examinations. Did Insanity
ever Invent mnything to surpass this
In folly? Of course at the bottom of
the rural social problem lies the prob-
lem of good roads. Shall we ever solve
it? France has. So has England,
Cannot America do as well as these
countries?

L]

F. P. Baumgartner, for nearly ten
vonrs local agent of the Gray Steam-
ship Company, has resigned. A great
many other steamship agents have also
resigned during the long perlod of
service which Mr. Baumgartner has
had in this ¢ity, But through all that
decnde, there has not appeared In
Portland any other steamship man
who has earned for himself the last-
ing gratitude which the business com-
munity of Portland owes Mr. Baum-
gartner for his discovery of the Coos
Bay trade. San Francisco, with the
prestige which decades of possession
had given her wwas enjoying a mo-
nopoly of that valuable trade when
Mr. Baumgartner began working It up
for Portland, In season and out of
geason this steamship agent working
on a ealary, which <was assured
whether trade was good or bad, con-
tinued to urge the Portland merchania
to cultlvate the new and rich Southern
Oregon trade field aod by Incessant
Inbor at both ends of the line eventu-
ally succeeded In bringing a large
amount of the business to Portland.
It might be a good plan to subsidize
Mr. Baovmgartnes and turn him loose
on the Alaska trade.

The proposed law compelling steam.
ship owners to equip all of thelr pas-
senger-carrying ocean vessely with
wireless telegraph apparatus, should
pass without opposition. There Is not
An pcean route of any consequence in
the known world which has not at
esome time sinece steamships began
traversing the seas begn the scene of a

disaster attended with great loss of
life. In n very large percentage of
theae fatallties most of the victima
would have been saved had the ves-
sals been equipped with “wireleas”
The practical demonstration of the

value of the service was ao plain on
the Republie that there should be little
or no objection, even from the own-
ers, about installing this modern mira-
ple-worker on every passenger ship
that goes (o sea.

The “Merry Widow™ hat ls, we are
told, to be superseded this Spring by
the “peanut lld,"” the "Russisn tonk"
and the "frenzied fmance''—each of
them much smatler than their imme-
diate predecessor in the reéalm of wao-
man's headgear. If our SBenator Far-
rell had had the proper tip he would
have beon saved the mighty mental
affort from which the ten-inch hat-pin
blll was avolved, ths state the expensa
of printing the bill and the Legisiatura
the valuable time spent in considering
and passing upon {t. Eagerness to
gerve the public at & wital-point wil]
doubtless be consldered sufficlent ex-
cuse for what proved to bs premature
introduction of this bill,

Just now s the tlme to suggest Lo
Oregon dalrymen the [dea of writing
to friends In a similar line in the Eanst
that this Is a good countiry to visil tha
coming Bummer. They will see the
Portland Rose Show, the affplr at Se-
fttle, got & view of the finest dairy
country on sarth, with some of the fin-
est stock ever hred, and ‘learn how it
is that Oregon butterfut brings from
30 ocents upward—mostly upward all
the time, too. It Is nol necesairy to
press théem to stay In this country,
That part of the {nvitation will regu-
lnte itself,

President Jordan's remark that the
antl-Jap agitators are making Califor-
nia ridieulous comes late In the day.
To save Callfornia from being rldlcu-
lous & great part of her political and
soclal history for the last decade must
he canceled.

Mra. Lemp, Jr., sulng for divorce
from the 8t. Louls brewer, testifiea he
tanught her to smoke clgarettes befora
marriage. The  Inference s natural
that he also taught her other thinga
she should not have been taught.

Representative McKinney appears to
be on the right track. If It can be
arranged that the Legisinture be abol-
Ished by the initiktive and the initia-
tive by, the Legialature, there ought to
be left nothing to be desired.

Over in Multnomah Additlon the
early bird got tha ple instead of the
worm, though after all it Is not stated
what the ples are made of and he may
get the avorm, too. Thus anclent truth
holds its own.

It is rigldly insisted that the Tacky
persons who have been Invited to that
great New Orleans Taft banquet must
wear & splketail coat, & white tie and a
silk hat. That will be a banquet worth
Beeing.

The Ministerial Association s par-
vaded by a fragrant spirit of charlty,
forbearance and brotherly love, Dr,
Cline was not sat down upon, he was
only chastened for his soul's good.

McFadden, McBirney, Mclntosh and
four more Idaho legislators of the
right sort have a bill to make March
17 a legal hollday in that state. More
power to them,

The Washington Legislature agrees
that the antl-racetrack law shall not
go into effect untll June 11, 1008,
Just think of the harvest of suckers
meantime!

It might do no harm and much good
if Dr. Brougher were to suggest to
these “backcapping’’ and quarreling
ministars to act aa Jeésua would.

The uplift report of the Commission
on Country Life seems to have pretty
much followad the pianas of the Pa-
trons of Husbandry.

Just as a suggestion: If the Majyor
really desires a chief of police who
can find gambling In the city, svhy not
appoint Mr. Wilis?

Japan is eantirely indifferent to what
Nevada does, and says so. Japan
proves her claim to great enlighten-
ment. |

A HUNTER IN HIS DEFENSE.

Discusses From s Standpoint, Duck-
Shooting in Willamette Valley.
GASTON, Or., Feb. §.—(To tha Editor.)
—Notlelng a communication in today's
Oregonlan from W. L. Finley in which
he asserts that a certaln clasa of hunters
are using every effort to pass an out-
rageous bill silowing the shooting of
ducks doring February, I would state
that T am one of thoss hunters and
;hnurd like to state our posltlon on sald

1L

It is a well-known fact that duck-
shooting In the Willnmette Valley is all
dotie on overflowed lands and that thess
lunds o not overflow until the Fall
rains, which occur gemerally in Novem-
ber. In our locality, we never see any
ducka before November 15 and as our
shooting consists mostly of bluebill and
canvashack, our best shooting comes In
January and Februsry. ©Omn the Co-
lumbla, -tha shooting !s earlier and is
genarally over by February 1

Mr. Finley is In error when he states
that birds mate in February, Unlike the
teal, mallard and sprig, such birds never
raise thelr young In our latituds I
have Invited Mr. Finley several times to
comao out here, so that I could convince
him of that fact, but for somo reason he
will pever come. 1 hanve been a resldent
of Oregoen for ® years and have always
been an active sportmman and have had

it heart the preservation of rish and
gume. [ think that all' shooters will
agres with me that ducks heve been

mora plentiful last year than they were
for years, ulso that if (¢t were not for the
feed and care that the Columbia River
shoaters glve thelr docks, we would not
have ona bird whers wo now have I
They would sll go Bouth early in the sen-
gon, With gll due respect to Mr. Finley
I would ask him if it destroys more birds
to kill & hen bird In February than If It
was killed In Janpuory? I am a member
of the Oregon Fish & Game Association,
the members of which are giving thelr
time and money for the pressrvation of
games in our state and 1 am positive that
none of Its membera would be gullty of
kiling o nesting bird.  All the wvalley
ghooters ask is an even breaic
J. H. WBEBCOTT.

The FPositlon of Senntor Hoot.
Pittsburg Dispatch

Benator Rool's argument before the
Legisiature of New York was the famil-
jar one of abiding by the entire theory
of the Consetitution in its intent of mek-
Ing Senators stand for the states, and
his preferred remedy for any legisiative
corruption was the selectlon of better
leglslators.

He (hought it gquité shallow to argue
thnt functions are often taken from one
officlal body and imposed wpon another,
for the duty of “choosing” BSenators Is
a constitutional one and Its change must
be effected by regular amendment of that
strument. To permit any ons stata or
eluds

:-\.“-{‘.'lli siates h"-' anme II.‘..'\'I":.' o
a provision of the organfo Inw, If uphe 14
before tha Cly War, might have vali-

dnted seocesslon or at least providsad all
the results secesslon sought

Possibly “‘eoerclon® ls too sirong an
affirmative word for the Influenca that
realizad the Oregon result. Bat the
pledge was given with no idea of the

party misrapresentation it pow involves,
and while one may smile at the partisan
womfiture, the constitutional question
IVas there & real "cholee” by
the Legislature? Mnany who have come
to acceptance of the scheme of populnr
nlectlons still hesitate over beginning its
practice until the Constitution be duly
amended.

‘
remaing

Mirncle of Lincoln’s Literary Style.
Feabruary Century,

Lincoln's style In specch and writing
Is the sime sort of mirsele that gnve
us the consummate art of Shnkespenrs,
the uncolleged actor; of Burms, the
plowman, and of Keats, the upothe-
cary’'s apprentice, son of g Mvery-stable
man. It is not ensy to #@nalyze o ml-
racle, but in discusisng the lendership
of Lineoln 1t I& interesting to find cer-
tain qualities in his literary glyle that
are tralte of his gharacter, and thus
alaments of his leadership.
Notwithatanding that the country has
peén ransacked for avery récord of his
publle speech, wnd every Scrap of paper
to. which he put pen, there haes heen
found from him sbhsclutely nothing dls-
eraditable, and little that can be arfti-
clged in the way of expression, With-
out the ald of any tedcher, he early
jesarned to be moderate and rensonable

in statement, so that on the part of
even the obscurs young palitician
of that

thers is a complete ahsance
Kkind of public speech which ig deseribed
in & passage he loved to quote, whera
it 1s sald of the orator that “he mount-

ed the rostrum, threw back his hend,
shut his eyes and left the conse-

quences Lo God.™

“ninry Had n Little Lnamb.™
fevised Version, by Richard Corle.
Mary (whose other mneme escapea
me) was the owner of an undersized
animal of excecding devotion, whosa
flecge, 1 muy Say in passing, wis 48
whita ns SnOW.

1t was fixed In the habit af follow-
ing her, much to her confunion, in the
most unaccountabla times and places,
Frankly, whatever misaton Mary uan-
dertook, no matter how trifiing, this
lamb was sure to decin~- {tmelt one of
tha party.

Tha trium
Mary, duatifully
tes, unconscions
Institution which
future in hand.
agninst the rule.

Tt quits upset the dignity of
stitution. causing unbounded
ment among AMary's under graduato
associates, becsuse to the undavelopad
mind it was an unconventionnl—yan,
even incongruous— sight to sea p lamb
at achool

h of ahsurdity came when
{ntent upon her stud-
1y iod the jamb to the
tad her educational
This, mark ¥you, was

the in-
merri-

Gets What It Calls ¥For.
Baltimoroe Amerlcan,

Wwhen the United States Government
muokes a call for money it alwanys gots
what It calls for. And that in just the
difference between the United States
Government and the average bill col-
factor.

A HM, a Palpable Hit.
Lonisville Courter-Journal
Andl now they @are miaking a great
to-do in the Nevada loglsinture about
barring out the Japanose. But do
Japnnase, or anyhody else, have n da-
sire to migrate to Nevada?

A Sufe Foreocnst.

Ohio Stats Journal
gorecast for the year Is that
marked fnlling off In
in March.

Qur
there will be &
Presidentinl mensages enrly

In Orogon.
They are so far shaad of !l:{lmr!

- n Oragon,
Such purity hers we can't

underntand,
As Oregon's;
Thelr primaries ase such perfect things,
8o fres from politics, boss and  rings,
That the Governor here the pralses =inga
Ut Oragon.

The Governor wants that bilanful state
L. Of Orégan
his party to dictate
» - This Oregon;
Ha wanta (Don't smile, my cynie frisnd!)
The days of rule machina to end (T)
$1e wants his with & purity blend
From Oregon.

And

The Constitution cuts B low
In Oregon,

But the primary plan is thera »o nice,
n Oregon.
Why hend s Httle thing Hke that?
Why peed we Know whors wo nre atT
Mot om our own feet we stand pat,
But Oregon'a®
—Josh Wink In Baltimore American.

Pastry and Poetry.
u loye a poem da not try
= To “"{: one; this umpiion do not take.
For many have an appetite for ple,

Who cap not bake.
—adlonze Rise in Judpe.

COLUMBIA RIVER SALMON FOES.

Another Protest Agal the T
plnnting of Black Bass.
LAKEWOOD, 0., Feb, &—(To ths Bd-
ttor)—I have just read In The Oregonian
of January 31 the communication of W.
Hampion Smizh on the subject of the most
dangerous end deadly enemies to the sal-
mon in the Columbja He telly the truth
tn s0 far ns the grave fault of tha United
Btates Fish Commisslon rests.
itz senaeless and improper action by which
it has wtocked Oregon's grest river with
swarms of allen natural enemies, such as
black bass, for instance, The wander of
it nll is that such action conld liave been
taken without a word of protest from
Oregon’s own people until this late hour.
It was my privilege and good fortune Lo
bé one of the young men who were olosely
na=gclated with thut fine charncter and
real natoralist, B. 7. Balrd, when he lonld
tho first stone, so to speak, in the foun-
datlons of the present United States Fish
Commisslon. As the work grew, and be-
cam# of Natlonal Importance and Interest,
this question of bripging alien foud Nshes
into the homo waters of our country wns
n tople always under discusszion, pro and
con. Professor Balrd was big enough nnd
sermible enough then to fully appreciale
the proper Umitation for the transplanting
of allen food fNsh Ufe. He began very
cautionaly, with the German carp. But,
cautiously os he began, vet long before

Ha recitos |

SHRINERS PFEAST FPOTENTATE

Al Kader Temple Royally Entertains
Edwin L. Alderman.

Yeouterdny was one of the -
tant daye In the ‘his 3 !
Temple, of th A
Noblts of the My r
eenple has h ¢
different times in ver

dld the Shrn e
an Imperinid

Yesterday's p I 1 of 1

automabl
» at the Cu

BoT

noon

'l'--:‘|:p[.
and
glirong

his death in 1888, he would have gladly
wnidone all of It. Thesa fxh got AwWAY
from all control In meny sections, and
were declared nulsances by hundreds of
people who addressad complalning lettem
to him every month,

Had Professor Balrd lUved, or had it
been the good fortune of this United
States Fish Commisyion to have had a

chisf 11ke him as his successor, who evon

hass

faintly equalled him, blnak
planting of insatinte destroyers of mil-
llons of wyoung salmon in the Columbis

Blver would never have been done.
W.

Hampton Smith tells Oregonlan
in regard to the Unitad
States Fish mimission and its mischiav-
ous and ruinous work. HBHot that truth
only half told, uniess the ahove la added
to hils noarrative.
HENRY W. BLLIOTT,
e e
A WIHHELESS BALLOON
Aerinl Craft Appareatly Cnan Be Con-
trolled From IMatance of Milea,
Kansas ity Star
i of one of the
thus far repoerted

GUIDE.

greatest
It nerial

Demonstrs:
achlevements

locomotion wis given when Mark O, An-
thony, & New TYork electrical engireer,
sont » small, dirigible balloon seudding

adoul through the alr by menns of Croe-
mitted power, muking 1t perform all sorts
of evolutions and having the air craft at
all times under perfect control.

By acioal performance he demonstrated
for the firat time that the long-sought-for

egocrot of propelling airships by wirgless
alectriclty has been discoversd.
F|eting at o small slectrical keyboard,

such @as is uvsed tn sending wireless mes-
suges, the inventor tcked of various com-
hinations of dots and dashes, each com-
bination causlng the balloon to perform
some partleular movemant

Bometimes the operator placed hisa In-
strument directly under the balloon and
agnin would remove it 20 feet RwWRY
Distance had no offect on the control, and
tho responss of the mechanismn, which
vwis operated by propellers, was prompt
and effeotivo,

“With ¢ gmal]l appnratus’ he aald,

I sould control the bailoon mt a distance

of 12 or 15 miles;, and with a more power-

ful apparatus the control counld be ex-

tended to almost any distance.”
B ——

Bnd Nationnl

field (Mass} Republican,

Tt I8 an damuazing fact thet the Gove
efrnment printery las boeen so fur dis-
eradited that Congress has embodled in
the cenaus bill a provislon that the
naxt census miy be printed by private
eitablialiments, at the discretion of tha
director of the census, on #sceount of

Business Management.

Sprin

the high cost of printing In the Gov-
ernment plant. Fligures ware presented
in the House debnte showing that the

estimate of the Government printer for
printing the consus weres hundreds of
thousrands of dollars In excoss f the
estimate of the director of the census,
derived, no doubt, from private estab-
Hshments, TUsually Congress “stands”
for this gort of thing, snd the faoct Is
interesting that in this case It revolted

agnlnst the exactions of Ita own off-
apring. A remarkable situation s
roached when a printary malntained

by the Government has to be avolded
by the Government itself on account ot
the costliness of It8 work.

The Immortnls.
Life.

Two women were standing recently
before some original torsos of gods In
an Art musepm not far from Boston.
After gnzing at the marbles for some
moments ong of the women was heasd

to remark to ‘her companion: “T'o
think thut they swere onoe alfve!”
MISSTON WOREK TS REVIEWED

Methodist Women's Soclety Elects

Mrs. A. B. Clark President.

A largely attendesd and Interesting
moeting of ths women of Portinnd dis-
trict of the Woman's Forelgn Misalonary.
Boclety the Methodlst Ejis
Church d {n tha parlors of Grice
Church yestesday, During the forenocoen
reports wore recolved from the auxill-
arles and young people’s poatetien
throughout the distriet and the annus
slection of officers held, resulting as
fallows: Prosaldent, Mrs. A, B. Clark]
vico-presidents, wives of ministers of
Portiand distrlot; corresponding secre-
tary, Mra. H. A. Dearborn; recording
seoratary, Mm. J. B, ( I
M. J. P. Newsll; secre
peopla’s work, Mre. Wi H

In the afternoon ths bDranch of
prayer was observed, when an unusually
choles programme Was presented. Mrs,
J. W. Hnamilton epoke with great ear-
nestnaxs and beauty on “Ths Presence
and Lesding of the Holy Spirit"; Mra.
Benjamin Young rend & veluxhle paper
on “Christian Gilving,” and Mms. M. C
Wire, the bhranch president, presantad
the thank-offering for the Laura Cran-
atan  Hall, at Foochow, China, Mins
Wooley, of Sunnyside, spoke on *""Young
People's Work,™ whila spoclal music was
rendersd by Harold Coffin, of the Moody
Institute, Chilcago: Mre. B. B Miller, the
Misses Tibbetts and Allen and Rev. and
Mra. J. W, MacDougsll

Mrs, J. J. Abbett, tha Oregon confer-
ente socretary, presided over both ses-
slons, and Mra. L. C. Dickey, secretary
of supplies, supplemonted the announce-
ment af her ltorature by n toyching pre-
sentation of somo phases of forelgn mis-
slonary work, made more intereating to
the workers, from ths fact that the
speaker’s brother, Mnarlon Heys, leaves
tonight for China, whers ho goes as a
reprasentative of the Y. M. C. A

of

day

GETS IDAHO GAME

SPOKANE

State Universities to Meet on Muatual
Football Grounds,

SPOKANE, Wash., Feb, 3.—{8pecial.)—
Tduiho und Washington State Universitics
will play thelr 196 foothall game In
Spokane. The date Is nmot finally agreed
upon. but will be Ogtoher ¥, November 6
or 13. Victor H. Zednlck, graduats man-
ager of athletles of the University of
Washingion, went to Moscow, ldaho, to-
day for & three-cornerad conference with
Managers Herk Smith, of Idaho, snd
Lioyd Hawley, of Whitman, and It ia
tentatively understood that Whitman will
play Washington in Seattle this Fall

Zednick expects to lrnd a4 game with
Washington State College.
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ADORN FORESTRY BUILDING
Arrangements Completed for Celes
brating ““Noze-Planting Pny."
Arvangemeoents for Rose IPlant it
on Washington's birthday, I 8,
were practically completed lust ot
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Proposes Scalp Bounty on Demoerats.
PORTLAND, Fab. 2-—-(7 Editor)
—I should llke to sug
Oregonlan that while
proposed frealk leginint
thse wny of prot

bo

such &s scoip 1 -
gars, ete., and leg ' T mal-
mon, Why not pass a e w .
—1a protect what f
18 wa have 0]
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There will
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JLLA FROST.
————— -
Constitatien Will e St{ronger,

Florlda Times-Unt

The condemnat! of Loos: 1t 8 the
verdlot against 1 0 nment
the declaration of (st thes

be humb
bae 0 warnin
""If'l-?l | (4 l

do pot Always Jov
and his fate will
who eome after.
he the stronger b
tacked it; the Leglalaturs
more independént bécouse b

w '-Zl

gphordinnta it, and the exscutive
henceforth be  the wenker bechuna
Roosevelt has subjected It forever to

the charge of usurpalion.




