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FORTENTS OF POLITICAL CHANGE.

Human nature, especially educated
human nature, is conservative, It is
not opposed to innovation or change,
but s opposed to extreme innovation
or radical change. A now allgnment
»f political parties in s ocouniry
of ours has bhegun There has beeén
long preparation for it The prep-
aration began with eeasation of inter-
ference by genocral Government
with the internsl conditlions eof our
great Bouthern states, some 30 years
ago. Our Southern states are the
conservative portions the Union
They have adhered to the Democr
party, only through accidental econdl-

tha

af

tions that have forced them to do so.
The bond !s at last completely sov-
ered: for the Democratic party of

the great Northern states now Is con-
tralled Iin large degree by the social-
istie theorista, with. whom the szentl-
ment of the great Southern states has
nothing at in common.

The "nigger question™ |is
question, swhich is demonstrated
the fact thut in one way or another
it has controlled National pali-
tlés more than ¥ . IR was the
source of the Clvil War; It has bean
the main division of parties sing
yot now, since the Southern states are
finding out that they longer are
ba interfered with In this m
fmportant of &il matters that concern
them, their urn! conserviatiam on
other matte asserwms liself and takes
& New course. But tha Northern
Democratic par now, in muain
elaments and la a party of

nll
A great
by

onr

no

socinll o agitation, with which the
conservatism of the great Southern
states has nothing whatever In com-
mon The Southern stut feel and
know that their vote for Br¥an was
8 solecism and absur 3

1f the negro question, wlled, as
ft affects our Southe w, shall
be left to thef, as it o to ba and

must be, he conservialive and ratic
spirit of the Bouth will ¥ It f
certalnly with the consarvative and
onul spirit of North 1t -1
that sve observant peraon
Civil War

afford

e

o

m ihne

i South is the
of our ocountry maost
y or notabir free. In the
alilgnment -
position to
the Republic
cratic side?
feren Yet
The Democralic party
is sociallatic and rad
ntive ¢ ent I8 comp
while the South b ar no

agitators

pathy with the va
i Noarthern

elemen
which, ha
ussocisted with the

It portends a cha
posilion of politd
objects of party
ative slemant =hich in-
cludes the whaole body of s people
worth & thought, will he 1l to

uintion,

unite with the conssrvative <
of tha North. The result
President elected as o g
nominally a Democrat; and
I Iy be ought
the Baltimore
2r that sup-

“&0
I oCrnd
sout
demand 2

the

National conventis the
ern Demoeracy inten
exercise Iis proper

ho

s

wnd ths
of e clectoral
to recognize Itz p . t
will be a chance for n Democor
President.™
Yot It may he
regarding parts
Rem jcan parts
in accord wi its
provee, The oconsequ

largely on the coursa of
lican party of the Nort
wilow itself to e dom

s4rvers, vole-catche

tators, men of no principl South
will not act with It. The iuth is
unswilling ¢o change ths fundamental

character of o Govermment
the larger portion of the Demoer
purty of the North, ol
some portion of the Republ T
i= In favor of ¢ nging it. The

i
party,
“new

# in O n ia a sign of the
disposition snd in with hich the |
Sonth doesn One |

4f the advant:
aver A& small ona s
of a large section may
political and social aberra
a3 tho South mow Is the main
to the agitation and progression
socinlistic and rev v 1
find Northemn
fisld of propag
Change of pariies from

ald condl-

tlons, and of men from old political
sxsociations, ocannot much longer be
deferred. The change Ia In the alr.
Roosevelt has helped to break up the
old conditlons, Taft may help the
reconstruction. But party lines here-
after will not be ns they have been
heretafors. The agrecing s ment of
the Narth and of the Sos il draw |

of

together against the
innovation and via

apir radical
change, which

discover their energy almost wholly
in the Northern states, under the
tutalpge nnd encouragement of the
Democrutic party.

A bill has been introduced In the

Colorado Legisinture making it a mis-
demeanor give, accept or sollcit
A tip except on o sleeping car. This
provigion, which exempts the dusky
artist with the whisk broom, has the
appearance of sirainghg at a gnat and
swallowing & camel. Tha guest at

to

tha hotal or the grillroom oan esoapa
and go to some other hotel or res-

taurant !f he objects to being held
up for tips, but if he travels very
often he Is mlmost certaln frequently
to find himself at the mercy of &
porter whom he might bave over-
iooked on some previous journey. An-
other unpleasant part of the porter-
tipping custom 1is ths knowledge that
every cent pald the porter alds in
Increasing the profits of the zounlless
carporation that operates the cars on
which the public pays the =alarles
in addition to the regular tariff

“PLEDGE SYSTEM" AND ITS FRUITS.

From thes way in which the grest
majority of the members of the Leg-
islature “line up”
“more salary” bills it decomas evi-
dent that "Statement Ons™ was by no
means the only subject on which
pledges were made befora the elec-
tion, Men anxioua to go to the Leg-
lslature apparently have promised and
pledged all Increases of salarles that
have been asked by officlals or cian-
didntes, These pledges, clearly, were
exucted as conditions of support and
n, and the frults are now ap-
pearing in the general rush of the
“more”’ bilis, some of which now for
the first time appear, while others are
bllles arrested two years ago by the

alect

Governor's veto, and now are belng
passed over IL

Men who want to g0 to the Leg-
Islature often will promise anything

or pledge anything for support. They
allow thems be Intimidated by
portions or factions of the electorate,
and sinca the *“Statement” has coma
into vogue and the pledge it author-
zes ls common, the practice has be-
come & precedent for all other pledgos
and promises—to do in the Legisia-
turs whatever personnal or selfish In-
may require the member.
It 15 an abominable sy=tem, at va
anca not only with representative gov-
ernment, but with tha rights of the
people and with honesaty and decency
and economy In the public service

Yot it s argued that the “pledge =ys-
tem” ls right: that it secures and on-
forcen the will of the people. But no
pledge ever Is exacted by the body of
the people, or In the interest of the
body of the people. For that really s
not necessary. On polltical gquestions
members of the Leglslature in general
will aeot with thelir party, and are
axpoctod to do tn other matiers
there is always some private interest
gralinst which all cught to be on their
guard. A fraction of the people Is
the peopls; a faction of a party
18 not 8 party. The “Statement"
pledige wns-a mere factional expedient
and effort, which In Its results has
npletely defeated the will of the
yple, not mer in the olection of
amberlain, but In the election of
Bourns as well.

Pledges of candidates for the Leg-
islature to salary grabbers have pro-
Wuced a most Immorial combination
for extortion in the shape of “more™
for officials In all paris of statle,
and for the crestlon of a great list of

&5 10

teréesis of

80.

not

unnecessary and hitherto unknown
offices

Perhaps tha time is coming when
the e of Oregon will signify that

It has had quito enough of this sys-
and will put an end it, from
ement Omae” down the whala line.

cannot long be pleasing to the

to find that thelr pollitical
ve been bartered away by
leh elect men to the high-

offl who do not rep-

es at all, and that

te, pald by a

tixatlon, are

“pledged” In vast sums for Increasa

of slaries of an addl-

tional horde of officials, The pledge

sy=stom §=2 Indesd bearing lts fullesg
fruit,

And to clinch the pledges &8s to sal-
and offices the “emergency”
clause, which in these cases 1a merely
an assumpilon as false as Impudent,
Is freely used, 80 4s to cut off the ref-
erendum and avert the sure rejection
that wonld be tha fate of the Jobs
if tha popular vote were hrought to
bear upon them. Might it not also
ba suggested that each of theso nots,
in order provide sure protection
for the various jobs, should declars
that the Initiative never should be
used for thelr repeal

aries

PORT OF PORTLAND PCONOMY.
The attitude of Mr. John Driscoll,
of the Port of Portland Commission,

regarding an unauthorized advance of
$30 per month in the salary of an
assistant engineer on thoe dredge, Is
to be commended. The Port of Port-
land 1s one of our comparatively naw
public Institutiong. There is no other
ehh of public service for which
I-‘ilI’ people pay taxes less grudgingly

than for thls most necessary instiia-
[;jun, Yet it ls questionable whether
| tho loymity of the people to the Port
of Po be retalined If there
Is unnece waste of money for
unlnries develops that it svas

| notunlly necessary to advance the sal-
| ary of this assistant engineer $10 per
maonth, and that his place could not
be filled at any lower salary, the tax-
payers will, of course, accept ths alt-

nation with as good a grace &s pos-
sible. But Mr. Driscoll s one of
| the oldest members of the Fort of

Portland, and should be in a position
ty know whether or not the service Is
joopardized onless an assistant engl-
| near 1s given n 30 per cent advance
| in ealary.
| There is further food for thought in
the report of the meating, which says
that Mr. Driseoll “complained be-
causo the payroll Is so high, and sald
thought It 15 time for close soru-
tiny of the lists, to the end that it
may ¢ pruned somewhat.” With
Captain Groves, o practical riverman,
| superintendent of the dredging opera-
tlons and at the same time master of
dredge, and at a _salary of §$150
per wnth, and Mr. Lockwood, con-
sulting engineer, at a salary of 350
| por month, excellent results weore se-
cured. The additlonal work entailed
| in taking over the tughboat service ne-
oossitates employment of ancther man
who in his department would rank
equitl with Captain Groves In bhis; but
| it does not warrant the employment of
too many superintendents and super-
| Intendents of superintendents at high
salaries. The salary of Mr. Lockwood
has been advanced to $400 per month,
and, akhough it will
before the Port of Portland will take
over the towing business, another an-
perintendent, preasumably to work un-
der Mr. Lockwood, has been appointed
| 8t & salary of $200 per month.
1 By beginning at the head of the lst,
| Mr. Driscoll can find ample opportu-
nity for “pruning somewhat,'” and the
saving can ba effected without In any
manner affecting the sarvice. Another
opportunity for practice of economy
Hes In the purchases or constructlon of
bar tugs The subsiitution of steam
for sall vessels in the graln carrylng

he

the

in support of the

be slx months |

trade has practically driven the -ul-]
ing vesse] out of business, more than
one-hxlf of the graln shipped from
Portiand {n the lust fiscal year having
gone out In steamers. Another fiva
vears will undoubtedly witness com-
plete retirement from this trade of the
salling vessel. The only work which
the Port of Portland tugs wiil then
have to hundle will ba the small
coasting schoonsgs and barkentines,
and tha ploacing of pliots on the steam-
erz, For thls service small econom-
feally oparated tugs will be as efficlent
as large ones, and no money should be
| wasted in bullding blg, unwieldy, ex-
| pensive craft which are no longer
" needed. If Mr. Driscoll will continus
his fight for economy in Port of Port-
! lnnd expenditures. he will win the ap-
proval of all taxpayers.

COUNTY OR PRECINCT OPTION. |
When the proposition for the local
optlion law came befors the people |

The Dregonlan made objection to the
featurs that makes the county the
unit, showing that this was. nol (rue
local option, but that the object of it
wiis to enable the county precincts,
{ where mo liguor ls ever sold, because
nobody wants If, to prevent the sale
i in the jeading town of & county, whose
| peapla do not wish to prohibit the |
| sale In thelr own town.

| It turned out precissly that way.

The country precinets of Lane prohibit
| the sals in Eugene, the country dis-
tricts of Douglas prohibil the =zala In
| Roseburg; and so on. Buat that be-
| eame the eslaobilshed rule, and after
it was estabiished The Oregonian had
no more to say. :

There s effort now to changs the
syatem and to make the precinet or
the city ward the unit. It will fail.
The Oregonian has no inclination to
engiage in & windmill war.

In Indiana, as in Oregon, the coun=-
ty unit was adopted. The whole
liquor forces of the etate joined the
Democratle party last Fall agalnst it,
and the Democrats carried the siate
under a pledge or promise to repeal

+

the sct. The anti-ligquor Democrats,
thinking the measure seoure, voted
thelr party ticket, holding that their

first allegiance mas due to thelr party.
But now the liquor Intercsis insist on
the agreement, they crave the bond,
and the Demvoratic party caucus of
the House has agreed to repeal the
feature that makes the county the

unit, and to substitute for It the pre-
clnct plan.
Whether the lew will be changed or

not cannot yel bo told. It was thils
tangle of polities with the liguor gques-
tion that gave the state of Indiana

over to the Democratic party In the
election of last November.

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

The State of Oregon probably can't
afford a bullding for 1ts Historical Se-
clety. There are too many graflers,
seeking lurger salaries and multiplica-

tion of offices

It 18 not strange that you don’t find
them working in this particular lne
They haven't Intelligence or culture

enough tv ¢ause them 1o take lnterest
in- historical nffa They don’'t know
that Oregon has history, and that its
history s correlated with that of the
rest of the country; and they don't
care. Thelr motive vulgar greed.
They want offlice, and don't want or éx-
pect to do any mrork. Without abil-
ity or quallication to do anyihing, on
nd

thelr ownn saccount, and too lusy

vorthless to work Inm the flelds or
woods, they want to lUve off the siate,
¥ vou ‘wiil o ve that, among all

their schemes, service In prametion of
the needs of the Historleal Soclety has
no place. That service requires In-
dust fnteillgence and learning.

But the Historlcal Society must hnve
m buliding, or it must quit. It has ac-
cumpulated a wvast store of excellent
material, butit has no home, no means
of assorting and preserving its acqul-
uitlons, Tha siate might easily help It
and preserve lts work for foture ages,
—If the greedy cormorants who are at
the capital of the state clatnoring for
incrense of salaries and trying to get
more offices cranted were turned reso-
lutely down.

REGULATING THE TRUNTS.
Commiseioner Smith, of the Bureau
of Corporations, has submitted to his
report
1r

ENCoOuUrage-

superior, Secrothry Straus, a
which glows with encouragement,
correct,
ment wall ;;ruu.:.dmi.
S8mith discerns a change for the better
both In “business ¢ 18" and in the
public The ers no longar take
the same delight they once did In ways
that are dark and tricks which were
very far from vain, sinee they brought

ine

Cemmissioner

his facts nrea

is

In rich returns, Jut nmowadays the
relurns not so riech. It has been
discover tha: public confidencs s a

valuable asset {o a corparation which
has shares for male and conildence is
stimulated rather by the publi ion
full reports and open  bus g
methods than by devious wiles which
haunt the shades., So Commissloner
Smith finds the capiains of industry
astonishingly ready to open thelr
bnoks to his inspection and tell him all*
about what they ara dolng and the
whya and wherefores thercof. Hg
seems to think that the solution of
many difficult problems gvhich now be-
set the relations botween the people
and the trusts will be found In this
publicity which he would make sure
and safe by legal enactment,

On the other hand, Mr. Smith finds
a hopeful change in tha public mind

af 188

also, The people s¢em to have lost
that Iinsane admiration for mere
riches which they once exhibited.
They are now deeply interested to
know how eoach mllionaire got his
money. Mathods weigh more with

them than tresults. They demand clean
and falr commercial usages. Compe-
titlon iz des=lred, but It must not ba
tricky. Every man must have a falr
chance to prove his worth: The high-
ways of commerce must be open 1o
everybody on the same terms. There
must be no trade allinnces which are
hostile to the individual who wishes to

embark his means In business. Thus
the public ardently demands honest
trade and* the captains of Industry
scem prepared to practice [t Even

the Standard O}l Company, that chief
of sinners, has experienced a change of
heart ander the trituration of laws
| which 4t has not been able to evade.
Expelled from Texas and harried In
Missourf, it comes forward with a
muek proposal to do business henge-
forth In & sort of partnership with the
Istter commonweaith,

The only objection to the Standard
Ofl proposal ls.thn: it Is to be under
the administrative control of the
courts if {1 ko adopted. The courts ars
the worst sdministrators in the world.
That 12 not what they are established
for and thalr entire disposition, train-
ing and temperament unfit them for it

&
Tho proper husiness of courts Is to Iry THE MISERABLE PLEDGE SYSTHIM.

lawsuits, and whan they seek to enter
othar felds of activity they certainly
svetiken thelr position in the country
and are only too apt to demonstrate
Innate incompetence. Mr. BEmith is
entirely right In wishing that control
of trade combinations s=hall be In-
trusted to the executive and not to the
judicinl department of the Govern-
ment. The supervision, he says, must
be administrative., “No other method
hi= the necessary flexibility. We must
have a svstem of supervision which
provides a working basia for confl-
denes and co-operation, and which
does not rely mersly on ceriminal pro-
cedure and oppositlon.” Thie Is the
soundest kind of sense. The laws
which regulata trade combinations,
like other laws, should be enforced by
the executive department of the Gov-
ermment. . The part of the courts
comes in when the lawa have been vio-
Inted and punishment {s necessary. It
Is & geriouz departure from the true
function of the conrtsa when it is
sought to make them exedutive agen-
cles.

The enactmonts which Commis-
sloner Bmith desires 1ook toward more
Iiberty rather thaun to further reafrfe-
tion. He belleves that it s absurd to
seck on the one hand to destroy trade
combinations and on the other to reg-
ulate them IT they are to be regu-
lated they must be legalized. As to ex-
tirpating them, he polnts with convine-
ing energy to the lessons of experi-
ence, In spite of lpws which forbade
their existence, the trusts have multl-
plied raptdly In the last two or three
decades, and it Is dificult to concelve
of leglsiation avhich could hinder them
from multiplylng stiii more. Such
laws simply strike futile blows at wind-
milis Combinations are the result of
common aense appllied to trade, Tha
more sense men have and the
more they will combine. In forbld-
ding them to use thelr intelllgenca the
Izw ‘does not cut A very pret figure.,
It would look bhetter If it applled its
enereies to regulating the combinn-
tions, making them falr and keeping
them from harming outsiders, If that
im puossible. Mr, Emith thin it is
posasible, and certainly there is nothing
in the nature of a trust which
it necessarily baneful to anybody:
evils svhich have come from the trusts
are abusea of 2 boenefic
inventlon. Presently we
how to get rid of them and at
game time retain the advantages of
the greal discovery.

use

that Oregon, which lkes
rich enough fo give us
all & form,” would bulld & raiflrond
across the state, would undoubtedly
be joyfully recelved by Mr. Hurriman.
Oregon road, such 83 could be
built by our own people within the
state, would naturally ba dependent
entirely on Mr. Harriman or s
other transcontinental rafiroad mo
nate for connections that swould make
it of value. The anly argument that
we have ¢r pluced before Mr. Harri-
bullding a road Into Ceéntral

The news
DUncle Sam

An

mnan for
Oregon wus that it would bulld up
the couniry, and thus [noreass g

anscontinental lin
resources
southenstern part
markest in
the graln

| spend our
road Into Central Oregon,
products can be got out
the sinte line swwhere Harriman
can get hold of them, he will be Ore-
gon's friend for life. Incldentally, when
the busir s of operating a stats rajl-
rond became (oo burdensome we
should probably be glad to sell | to
Mr, Harrlman for less than
of construction.

buxiness for hia tr
All
the

the

of

of

the

wiil

monay
I

of the great timbéar
central and
stato will =zeek a

and eventus

that the

M.

he Milwaukee has no terminal
grounds in Portland and |s not intend-
ing to purchase any terminal grounds
thare,” savs Mr. Ingersaoll, of Tacoma,
who is vice-president of tha Chicago,
Milwaukee & FPuget Sound Rallroad.
The strong anti-Portland dispoealiion
which the Milwaukee road has dis
playved since it began bullding to
FPaclfic Coast wiil enable
business men ““Tha Mllwa
has no business o Portland, and Port-
land ts not Intending to glve the line
any business untll it becomes some-
thing more than tha Chicago, Milwau-
kes & Puget Bound Raliroad.”

to say,

Stephenson in Wisconsin
kins In Illinels ever will be
re-tlectad. Nelther of them 1s fit to
Lo nator, The primary system, by
which they folsted themselves on the

Nelth
nor Hor

people, 18 compietely discredited in
both states. And it 18 discredited in
Missour], whera the fruit Is Stone.
Nor will New York have Ii;
nor Massiuchu nor any of the
suhstantial. and self-respecting states
of tha Union, Ohlo sand Indlana re-

Oregon's

of them

fuse it. So does Kentucks
example is pointed at by ali
as worat of all

Professor Budlvan Pogechevaky is
not the firet master of all the philoso-
phies and nine languages who s not
able to maké an honest living. Eu-
gene's experienca with him ought to
warn the professora to bewnre Jest
they turn out similar specimens. 'The
truly wise find lessons eoven in the
most humiliating expericnces,

L

It is hardly to be believed that Cal-

ifornin without horse-racing will be
the dreary desert the advocates of
race-track gambling say It will be.

The California population has plenty
of Wintar diversion; for
keaping ocut of the svay of the floods.

Proposoed new charter g=ems not o

be making a hit with a number of
Portland’s Improvement nansoc

What the Improvement assoclations
wint ¥ a charter they are & ied
with. Charter Commlisglon please
take notice,

If the people are unabls to olect leg-
Islators whom they can trust, they
should elect no legislators at all, This
is the all-sufliclent answer to the

clamor for “the statement.'

A Eay Lothario was fined $10- for

kimsing & Chicago landlady. Served
him right. A man with such nerve Is
dangerous to bhe at large.

There {8 an old maxim about pitch
which Dr. C. T. Wilson probably
wishea he had remembered In time,

Queer that whent goes up to 31
and mors & bushe! when nobody has
much wheat to sell

As some outsiders view i, an Infiux
of Japanese would do a lot to Improve
Nevada.

What to do about Statement No. 3z
Don't take it

the cost |

example, |

i
|
|
|

| state or from the penple,

Rentsons Why the Bill Directed Agninst
Tt Ought Not to FPass,
PORTLAND, Feb, 3—(To the EAl-
tor.}—The proposnl In the Legisiature
to pass & Jaw making It a misdemeanor
for a candldate for publie position to
mitks a pisdge which has for i1ta fou

datlon the direct viclation of his oath
to support the Con tution of the |
Unitad States or of the state suggests
a situation In Viregon which desaryas
serious  consideration.

The wery fact thnt suwoh a bill 1a
introduced indieates that . candidates

have been doing this very thing, proof
of which I= directly supplled by the

vehement opposition to tha* proposi-
tion which eomes from certain guar-
ters,

Indeed, the amazing feature of It is
that there should ¢ opporition
at nli o a ‘law which
that hereafter no candldate
a pledge which may In Its o
vitiate his oath to support
tution of the TUnlted State
words, shall not boc
ly anxlous to secur
will agree to violate . a

he n

glmply provides
take

=l

other

inate-

t he |

bsequent |

oath, which hr kKnowa talke, |
fn order to suecaed In ting  his
opponent who has rafused to surren- |

der & duty the right to parform whic
under any circumstances

the Consiitution of
and not from the

ystitution of the

That Mr. Chambarial
the Senstis was acoom
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until ths

may choose Senators, and
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whatever to me in tlie. ge-
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Hiding for Show.
rovidence Journnl.

“Are women more beautiful today than
ever?™ .aslks a Wisconsin paper. Of course
they are, But they have an unfortunats
habit at presont of hiding thelr beauty
under o bushel—or something that looks
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