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«gPr TO” THE LEGISLATUKE
it is no theory, but a very serious
condition, that confronta the Legisia-
The situation as to taxes and

ture.

gevenue creales a condition, whose
Sifficulties are Immensely increnswed
by the numerous demanda for more
sxpenditure in every direction. The
tax assstems has broken down; and
oqual distribution of the burdens,

under now requirements, is tha ques-
tion of the hour.
requlrement, I such circumstances, s

* petrenchment of cxpenditurs, and
economy and reform. It is & hard
protilem for the wislature; but the

iple ta refusal of the
rintlons or expenditure
Il departments of state
and m | government. To every
proposal Tor a 0 sinie commission
ar bureau, or for new official positions,
the answer of the members of the
Legisiature should be, "I object.” In
puach @ situation all virtuo is contalned
in negation

sMore even than in the election of
tor, the primary jaw of Oregon
irinl. In this sttustion, Under
system members of the Legls-
ials were nominated
by repres ative conventions
every elective official nominates

first aimple p
mass of approg
asked for in

on

nld

Inture and all

in

hime=lf,

of cholece
cannot know
men wha nomis
beiter reprosenls
and &
interesis, than
the conventlon and repress

between men whom theay
The questlon 8 whether
e themuélves are
of the poople,
af the
nominated under
friative 5y

tem The work of the present Legis-
1ature will tell

The gyatom under which men nomi-
nate Lhe Ivies now, theérefore, ia on
trial T memhbay of the Legisia-
ture now has no ¥ behind him.
The majority owi ir elaction to re-
fusai of party alleglance and party |
forms. ninated themselves,
and we { agninst
DArtY conven-

Ques-

sérve the public? How are to
make good? The contest over the
Banator s ended. But the work of the
Leginintyre, under the new sysiem, IS
but Just begun.

In common awith all the people of
the state, The Oregonian eeRIme i)y

wishes 10 sco the Legisiature deal can-
Eorvatively and wisely with uil the
vartous problems of sinte affairs that
&re fore it All want careful and
oc ul ndminisiration of the |
sipte’s affairs. T state has officlals
enough; the countles have offtcinds |
enough; the citiea have offcials |
enough—and all of them are paid
wall enough. If they do not think
a0 they have bul to resign, and we
shall get once officia equally As

or better Appeil s In the

mve the state, the eoun-
the people. from thos
pluck them. It is “up
to" the members swho nominatod
themaslves for Leginlature do
1t: and 1t is.even severer trial for the

stura Lo

]

who wam

the to

primary law than that presenied o
on of Senntor. The man at
on, Republican, Democrat or

frunk‘or gober, just now Is

guency compared with

adminia n of these nafMalrs at
homw O whole welfare—Iindustry,
taxes, ronts, mercantile activity, real
esiate movement and valpes—depenils
en prudence and economy in pubilc

sdministration.
The state s not mada for the Legie-

Iature, but the Legislaturs for the
stato: the stite is not for s oficlals,
hut its of ald mre for the state; and
the stale wants no more of elther
than may conduce tp its actual good.
Sét [t down as a rule that the men ¥

want new offices created in the s

and Lo get positions therein, [or them-
gelves or for othera, and the men who,

afier seeking and obtaining official
positions, want more deputlés and
clerks and thelr own salaries In-
creased, are grafters all, with noses to
smell thelr particular from the gen-
aral woenl.

The peopls of Oregon wish to have
canfidenca !n the Legisiature They
entertain the belief that the Legisla-
ture wishes to uet with a view to the
public welfare, and not for persons
who seek thelr own interest and ad-
vantage, out of public
The next thres or four weeks will tel
whether this confidenc s is swell found-
ed, or la an idle dream.

AX UNTENABLE PROTEST,

Tho recent statement of Mr. Carne-
gle that steel can be produced In the
United States cheaper than in any
other country has aroused the Huro-
penn steelmakers, and they are voe-
hemently assorting that the Lalrd of
Skibo I8 wrong In his dedvuctions. A
correspondent of the Manchester
Guardian Insists that “‘the enormous
Alstances which separate the lron ore
deposits from the coal fislds and the

manufacturing plants from the sea-
board wvary severely handicap the
American steel trade” The corre-

spondent then proceeds to discuss the
easy access to raw material for tha
British manufacturers, and concludes
that *“ia cheap and convenient sup-
plles of minerals, in goeographical altu-
ation, In sound capitalization, and In
slciliful Isbor, we hold a combination
of advantages enjoyed by no other
country—not oven the United States”

Unfortunately for our British
friends, the claime t forth are not
porne out by facts #Ii Is true that

the area of Great Britain is so limitad
thnt all materials must naturally be
comparatively ¢lose at hand. but the
sconomlica! handling of this raw ma-
terial in the United States has been to-
duced to a sclence, and the ore ia
carrled from mine to mill at a4 cost
per-ton-per-mile that is unapproach-
able in Grest Britain, AL the mill It

The preliminary |

Voters can only make a kind |

publie |

exploitation, |

| ia handied by the highest class of labor
that can be found in the Indusirs any-
whare, and this labor makes returns
| in k=eping with is repuiation. In
| this country the stesiworker ilke al-
{ most any other akilled laborer, works
to the limit of his capacity while he
| 1s at work.
In Europe the work s so woefully
fnsufficient for the Dumber of men
| who seek It that the workmen by o
peculiar Hns of reasoning endeavor to
do just as little ae possible, thus con-
triving to midke two days’ work out of
a task wwhich should have been
fintshed in one day. This mny be all
right from the labor point of view, hat
| ¥ demoranllzes tha profits of the em-
| ployer, and ¢nables the United Staies
| to make a better showing man-for-
| man in any Industrial line than <oan
| possibly be made In Europe. There I8
| even stronger proof of the truth of
i}tr Carfiegle’s contention In the fact

‘that thls country annually sells vast
quaniitics Intes and #tr urnl
w:ié] throughout the United Kingdom,
n proceciding which would b» Impos-
gible if the Britleh manufacturers
could turn it out nt less cost than it
ls produced in the Tinlted Stntes,

ot

A BAD ARRANGEMENT,

It will be to the advaniage
entire Pacifie Coast to make Irans-
portation arrasngements for the Seattle
fair as nearly perfect as possible. The
antlqusted and Iinconvenlent rula
which reguires paasengers for Beattle
| from the Bast over the Harriman lines
to rechock thelr haggage at Portland
| should be reformed. It is of but slight
advantage to the Hill roads, which
scem to have insisted upop it, and of
great disadvantage to the publie. By
making traval to Seattle through Port-
mnd diMeuit the Hill management ex-

of the

pocts to lnduce passengers to come
west elthar by way of Hillings or St
Paul and thus secure the long haul;
| while {f they eame through Portland
Harrtman svould get the long hal
Howaver, rallroads are huiit to secye
tha publle, and this they ahounld he

| rendy to do, oven at the cost of somme
meomvenience to themselves, The fact
i that the road which obtained the
loag hoaol westward would loss it on
the return trip, since mosi DAsAEDEErn
would prefer to come by one rond nnd
roturn by another, so that in the end
nobody would gain or lose much If
shrough tickets were scld by way of
Portiand, while the advantage to the
public wouid be greatl,

This very defective ralirond prrange-
ment, which compels traveiers for
the Sound to worry over their baggage

| at Portland, seems to be & very old
one. Doubtless It originated at A time
when raflroads ware not so0 wisely

mansged as they are now, und nobody
jns tnken the pains to correct it. The
timos hmns come when the public good
| demands a change. Very likely the
rallroads will not object to righting
the vrong when the matter thor-
oughly urnderstood on all ha nids

It would be well If the commercial
bodles of Portiand would & to it that
I tlons =igned by the busindus com-
munity of Portland are addressed Lo
the Interstate Commerce Commission
and to Prealdent Howard Elllott, of
the Northern Pacifie, asking that the
present inconvenient and troublesome
meathods be abandonsd and uninter-
rupted through service maimtained.
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| THE IDEAL STATESMAN,
Iz the February Outiook Mr. Roose-
velt publishes eome reflections upon
| the character of an ideal stalssman.
He does not believa thal sucoess and
| fnllure constitute the sole standard by

| whith =& publle man ought to be
Juc d, though he admits that it §=
tha duty of a statesman to acdom-

5 just a= it la
win battles,

plish what he unde
that of a communder

to

|

| Stiil, 1f a public man is of bad char- |

be counted

»r, his success ought to
agzinst him in makir P th
| of hl=tory, since”" not on
| the commonwealth In many
i.;-,:m depraves the morals of the young
and pets thelr feot In evil ways. Suac-
]-.‘-::-a. gpart from justice, Mr. Roose-
|
!
|
|

ac
eatimnte

injures
cases, but

velt doea not admire. Of course It §=
not enough for & man to be honesy, to

be & good husband and a provident pa- i

rent; something more than all this s

necessury to make him deserving of
public confidence, but without thesc
qualities, no matier what his ability
and energy maoy be, he shouid not be
aleviated to high positions of trust. On
the other hand, Mr. Rooaesve dpos
not take the Indefenslble position that
an sellent private Hfe can e£xcuse a
wicked public carcer.

The tendency of the charitable mul-
titude is hold that It makes litte
| aifference how bad & statesman is in
| private f he doca publlc duties
| wall: and parallel with this goes the
I(-«..r::rg-..! ory oplnlon that no matter
| how detestuble the official actz of &
mun may have been, we ought to for-
give them if he has been a good hus-
band and father. It s strunge thit
two notions so fiatly oppesed to ench
| 'other can exist in . the sane mind. at
the same time, but they do exist, not
only 14 one mind, but In milllons. For
oxample, Americans of the older
schoal were disposed to pardon Daniel
Webster's thriftlesaneas becnuse of his

'
it

(41]
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the

high statesmanship and elegquent
| speechen. Baeforn his time they over-
the heinous offenses of Auron

| lookaed
Burr against his country for the sake
af his plausiblé manners znd his
Igrniu.ll for friendship. Our country-
men have ever been singulagly prono
to p.rmit a mun to do officially al-
most anything he likes If he Is Kindly
i1 his private pelations, The hold of
those Uhilcago Aldermen, whoe rob the
¢lty with both hands and scatter &
llttle of the spoll in pinchées among
i:hz-ir constituents la an example, I
any were needed.

The most consplcuouns instance in
histdry of a public sloner whom his
partisans have transformed--into a
Tmm: on account of his private merits

lacy invoived, In seeking to excuse the
crueltios of & tyrant because he hos
beenn & kind father, The attempt se-
duces one into an egrcgious mon se-
gultur, but It often succeeds for all
that, and {ts success shows how much
moroe nclined to ¢harity than to loglc
| humen nature is. Such is the goodness
of our hoarts that we ars determined
to forgive our ldols If we po=s=ibly can,
and if wg discover no striculy logical
way to do it we will take an Hogical
ona ns the next best thing. The di=po-
sition to hoid publlc men to &4 rigorous
account for thelr conduct s one that
most people have yet to acquire elther
by the slow process of evolutlon or by
education. If they are of our party it
muatters Iiitle what thay do, we acquit
them cag#rly and completely, If they
balong to the other party the whiter
they are the blacker they inok 1o us.

Mr. Roosevelt's doctrine ls that we
must manage in some Way 10 gel over
this habit and learn to judge public

| Américan,

i no doubt the ‘*sacred martyr”
Charles 1. of England. In a famous |
pussage Macnulay lays bure the nl-

¥

men by fact and justice instead of
misrepresentation and prefudice. He
bellaves also that ps a Notlon i bound
to deal rightequsly with s servants,
so it Is with other nations. He ia
eareful in his Outinok article to avoid
the implication that he wouid ever
hesitate to fight If good cause for it
arose, but he does not advoeste fight-
ingr in & bad canse. He does not agrea
with the statesman who proyved that
hif country might always be in the
right, but who proposed dv stand by It
right or wrong. As n matter of fact,
tha truly great statesmen af the world
have often opposed thelr countries
when thoy were beént upon some Inl-
quitous nction. MeKinley almost, but
not guite, found courage to do it
when publie clamor svas urging us into
the Spanish wur. Chatham and Burke
actually 414 It when the British gove
ernment wia bringing on the American
Frevalution, Still ethles hns penetrated
tilons  betwedn - aentlons very
€ Poople ars fnclined to think
thai adtatesm.n may properly prevar-
jeate. deceive and cheat the forelgnor,
though we would exile him from so0-
clety If he did the same things to his
countrymeng It is one of Mr. Rooss-
velt's highest services to the world
that he has boldly stood on all occn-
sions for the same kind and degres of
justice in Natlonal conduct that he
advocntes In private conduot, and there
s no question but that the cause of in-
ternationa! ethics has appreciably ad-
vancad sines he took a hand in it
Perhaps though, it s the subtie infu-
sion of sconomic interest which will
finally sccomplish what the Preaident
hopea for. Asx government becomes
mors Intimataly concerned with our
pockets and our comforts, wa ahall
witch It more and forgive It less,

THE SUPREME COURT.

Hart's (Scnate) blil to incrense the
number of members of the Bupreme
Court from three to five passed to third
reading on Tuesday. It may fail in the
House: But If it should not, the refer-
endum will be called upon i, and i*
will be beaden by the vote of the
people.

Remembering that only last June
the slectorate of Oregon, by the decls-
ive vote of 50.6%1 to 30,243, negatived
u proposal to amend the constitution
a0 as to suthorize increase of the
number of judges of tAe Bupremse
Court, passags of this bill by the Leg-
lelature would be a plece impu-
dence. 1 would be an Insult to the
r_‘ﬂ".‘h))“ﬁff‘.

Question was and still {s whether
the Leglsinture has the constitutional
power. It-in assumed by somse, but
denled by others; and yet on any falr
interpretution thers enn he no ques-
ton that the constitution as it stands

Wmits the pumber of thess Judges to
threo. This view was confirmed only
a fow months ago, cn appeal to the

by o very heavy majority.
Oregonlan begs to call every
to thg letter by
Judge George H. Burnett on this sub-
ject. printed today This letter not
only demonstrates that the language
of the constitution limits the num-
ber of fusticés to three and thkt the
people have exprossly confirmead . this
view of It, but that There are proper
ways of relleving the pressurs on the
Suprema Court, without {nereaging the
number. Further, that tha biil wonld
ratse grave doubt of the regularity of
the court as thus constituted. and
would serve &s i procedent for further
tinkering with the court of last resort.
The Oregonien entreats speclial aften-
tion to Judge Burnett's loetter.

Again, It l= an outrage on the sys=
tem of legislation that now exists to
attempt to prevent, as this bill does,
an appesl to the people upon It, under
the referendum, We do not belleve
such appeal, on such a matier, can be
prevented, If it should be, the ‘initia-
tive will remain as & remedy of appesl
against an act so passed.

Besides, it s most improper to put
the questlons involved In such an fenue

l
The
reader's nttention

up to the very tribunal, =o created,
that mnay be requlred to pass apon
them.

Here also we may uotice the bill in-
troduced to crsate for the service of
the Bupreme Court the office of jan-

| ttor and the office of ‘messenger, each

at $200 a ysar. Neither {5 neaded. The
junitor work ef the Juprems Court
rooms is done, or should be done, by
the force constantly employed at the
Capitol. Already the Suprema Court
hns & batliff, whoss “Hear ye!™ Is his
well

only arduous dut He can
enough act as méssenger also; he can
step across the corridor to the lI-

brary for any book or document that
may be wanted, and the telephone ls

always ut command for any distant
call. If thero wero & messenger he
would use 1t, as the balliff does, or
may, NOwW.

Truth, plainly stuted, 18 that there i=
no nead elther of janitor or messenger
for th® Supreme Court. The ldes Is to

sinte, at salarles twice as much
us such men (re worth in any private
capacity. Thers ought to be no graft
or grafters about the chambers of the

Courd

thoe

upremoe

BRICKING UNULE SAM.

fire llus under the
smoke which Mr. Realney is making
over the Panama canal matter i not
eauily determinable at this time and
mny never be known, (Une very telling
polnt made by the gentleman from ii-
Hnols In his speech in Congresa Tues-
dny waf his charge rqgarding the gale
of the steamshipe Tremont and ShAw-
which, according to 3r. Ralney,

GOLD
Just

how much

mut.

“the canal commission did not want,
anil #id not need, bdut which were
bought because the constifuents of

the Renator from Massachusetts want-
ed o sell them.” The Shawmut and
Tremont were part of the flest of
Germnan, British and Jap-
anese steamers driven out of the Ori-
entu! trade by that absurd law which
compels the rallroads to make public
thelr through rates on Oriental frelght.

When they wore bullt in 1801-2,
they probahly cost upwards of §#1 000,
000, but It i extremely doubtful If
there tould be found anywhere in the
world a well-Informed shipping man
who wanlid have pald more than half
that figure at the time the Govern-
ment so generously ¢ame to thé rescus
of the owners and took tham off thelr
hands at ‘such an exorbliznt price.
The excuse for this riald on the treas-
yry, even had the vessels been needod,
which the# were not, will probably be
found in the plen that none but Amer-
tean-biullt vessels can bs used in the
cnnnl work., In view of the fact that
the Government hma rapeatedly vio-
lated this ruling, both as to the pur-
chase of vesseis and the shipment of
freight, it hardly warrants the presgn-

! tation to the ownsrs of the Shawmut

and Tremont. of the extra $500,080,

over and above what thelr vesasels

would sell for tn ¢he open market.
The Bhawmut i::d Tremont are ves-

sols of €105 tona ner and 9606 tons
gross register, Forelgn shifpyards are
eagerly iooking for mew bualness at
rates a8 low as $26 per ton Eross reg-
tster for steambers equipped with all
modrn economical appliances, end at
this rate two steamera of the size of
the Shawmut and Tremont could be
bought for less than the Government
pafd for one of the vesscls nfter they
had seen: elght yoars of hard service
on the hull-wrenching routes of the

Paclfic. It s regretiable, of coursa,
that our ndmirable protective poliey
forcnd the original owners of the

Shawmut and Tramont to pay so muaoh
more for the construction of the two
ghips than ls paid for similar shipa by
any of thelr competitors on the hizh
scak.

Having assumed the risk, however,
It wus monstrously unjust that they
should be permitted to rald the Amer-
lcan tressury in order (o pget thelr

| money out of an Investment which our

pitt tWo maoro persons on the payroll of |

own loolish de-hampering laws
make so unprofitable thet good busi-
ness mon twill not engage In it. MK
Rainey may be st fault in some of his
chargea regarding mismanagment at
Panamn, but he seems to have & very
clear ldea of the true situation regard-
ing the d¢al by which the Government
acquired $500,000 worth of steam-
shipe at a cost of more than $1,000,000.

Senator Davis, of Arkandas, the
“1dol of the Hillbllliea” made one of
his characteristic spaeches in the Ben-
ite Tuesday, the object of bhis wrath
belng “trading in futures,” in depre-
eating which he had much to say
about Jullua Caesar, Nero and other
great men who did not ive in Arkuan-
gns. As the Arkansas “Hillbillies”
who are responsible for the presdence
of Davisin the Senata have never been
gulity of dabbling {n futuras, the Sen-
ator's impassionad plea for their aboll-
tlon was probably dua to characteris-
ties thus described by a4 recent maga-
gine artlcle:

In the =ight of Davix tocwers, the hig
Senator. with his black cans, 18 the petain-
ing wall holding back ravezous
from ravishing them of even that which
ther have not Heo can ory over your ¢alf,
ut off in the promise of Iifs by the rall-
= ower tha ¥ af sugar, forcoed up
3 trust) | o8 0of eggm, forced
down by if, threatenasd
and hars because he
wtandn, Eg:n nwt thoe tall-
bvoard of” opy hblding it from
Gumping  Its t load upon the
borueeteads and k s of the poor.

The “lanst man to leava the ship”
has alwass been snveloped with a halo
of romamntic heroiam, but in the cass
of Captain Sealby, of the loat steamer
Republic, It Is not at all clear why ho
rematned aboard so long that It woas
necessary for him to risk hia lifs In
making h!s theatrical escape from the
sinking ip. The condition of the
vessel app wntly mads the cnse hope-
lexs from the beglnning, but after the
tugs had thelr hawsera aboard and
the Republic was under way there
was little or nothing to be galned by
any one risking lifs on board of the
ginking ecrafl. The tugs' hawsers
conld have been cut before the wrack
pulted them down without any one re-
maining on board the Republic to glve
the slgnal. Still the entire incldent
was thrilllng, spectaculir, and dra-
matie In the extneme. Captain Seal-
by's final leavotaking o ‘A8 command
wis striotly in keeping with the rest
of the performance.

fol

d
baek

opprem
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Net earnings of the steel trust for
the quarter ending December 31 show
o decreass of $295,754 as compared
with the nat earnings for the last
quarter of 1507, In spite af this de-

orease, the net earnings still remaln
$21.011,663. After paying ths usual

dividends on stock, watered and dry
thars remains o surplus of $5,142,401,
which will go inte the “ralny-day”
fund that is accumulating in case Car-
negle, Gates or any of the reformed
trust magnstes should mttempt to put
In practice thelr theories regarding
low cost of steel. The net earnings
for 1008, one of the worst years since
the Business got under full awing, wera
$74.562,860. This sum s sufficient to
warrant the bellef that this infant In-
dustry is thriving feirly well and may
in the course of a couple of hundred
yoars be taken off the protection pap
bottle and givap stronger feod Wwith-
out jeopardizing®ts constitution.

If the Legisiature desired to save ft-

self conelderable work and annoy-
ancae, and ot the same tlme spare the
peopla of tho state a lot of money,

It could do so0 by adopting a4 generil
policy of making all biHs increasing
salaries effective at the end of the
terms of present Incumbenta, If such
a polley were ndopted there swould ba
few applications for increass and the
taxpayers would peot be compelled to

pay the lhncrease for the c.oming two
years. Nor would this polley be In
any way unjust (o the ofllceholders.

They Were clger to got the oflices at
present salar) Thay wil! be eager
to keep the of even though they
gt no increases. “fany of them Im-

2

aging that they could ! miaks more
money In private amploymant, but
they are not resigning to do so.

The Heouse of Representatives at
Salem has passed an eight-hour bill,
and {f Feoures the favorable action
af the £ te [t will become & low.

It should be rememberad, however,
fortunes of the country

that the greas
and the great achievements of nll his-

tory were not attalned by eight-hour
men.

By the time a Jury s sacured to
try Patrick Calhoun, the Ban Fran-

clsco streotear man, for alleged brib-
ery, the forgetful pubile will be asking
what it is all about. Up to yesterday
slx jurors were in the.box, ail subject
to peremptory challenge. Mr. Heney
preserves his optimiam,

The House nt Salem Is golng to re-
quire members Introducing billa “by
request” to disciose thelr origin. Why
not prohibit any member from iniro-
ducing any bl “by request.”” No biil
that eannot find a sporwsor :hould be
permitted before the Lepisise
ture.

to EO

The dispatches =3y the captaln of
the Republle stuck to hiz ship untll
she sank. That ls the duty of a com-

mander, but in this cass he had the
good sonse to keep aflbat, which Is
not so herolc as Josing his Hfe, but

much more pleasant.

A lot of public employes found that
thdy hmd more work than they could
do: so they took a vacation and went
to Salem to have their salaries'falsed.
The work will tike care of itsell while
they are gone.

After the 3 oghilature hus created a
stnte inspector of eversthing else, It
ehould appropriate monsy for the of-
gice of inspector of inspectors, o

hordes |

PODGING STATE CONSTITUTION.
—

Judge Burnott Discusses Scheme to Eo-
. large Sopreme Court.

SALEM, Or. Jan. 26.—(To the Edi-
tor.}—Omnly last June the people by a
| decinlve wvote defeutsd the proposal to
amend the state constitution so as to
increass the number of judges of the
| Supreme Court and to make pozalbhla
| other changes In our judicial system.
The popular verdlet on that measure
was very materially Influenced by the
fuct that It gave the Leagisintive As-
sembly power to changs the number
of Suprema Judges nt will wigh the
consequence that the court woulfll lose
the Indepandence cnntempls’.&l by Ar-
ticls IIT of the constitution and bhe-
come subservient to tha caprice of the
Legisinture.

Apparently relegating to the scrap
heap the campalgn ory of “lat the peo-
I ple rule,” atid with the r«.-qu:;! depls-
lon of tho peopla on that gunestion pre-
sumably fresh In his mind, the
efnor goea Into f labored argument In
his message, possibly inapired by in-
teresited parties, to straln the constl-
tution into a comstruction allowing an
Increass in the number of Supreme
Judges. FoRowing this lead, B. B. No.
23 has been Ingroduced bY BSenator
Hart providing for an incresss of the
numbar of judges, and that too with an
emargency clauss deslgned to ravant
the people from voting upon i under
the referendum. If the bill passes In
its prosent form, ths composition af
the oourt will be changed befors! the
naxt session of the Unfted Ststes Sen-
ate and tha schems will be safe from
any {nterference by the peopls, at least
until the next general election. See-
tion 10 of Artlele VII of the constitu-
tion reads thus:

When the whita populstion of the state
ehall amount to 206,000, the lsginiative aa-
sermbly miy provide of
Bupreme and Cirenit Judges in  dlstioct
cinapes, of which classes szhall consist
af three Justioes of tha Bupreme Court, who
sll not perform colrfoult duty, and thas other
conalet of the neccsaary nuamber
of Clrcult Judges, who stiall hoid full terms
without allotment, and who shall take tha
surms Bath ws the Bupremas Judges.

Thin Ianguags s¢gems to fix the num-
ber of Justices of the Bupreme Court,

Gov-

for tion

the &l

one

¢class ahall

nors or Secretnries of State or 3tate
Treasurars s fixod at one each.

At present the court Is pyverhurdensd
with undetermined cases und doubtlass
relief of some kind 1s necessary; but
there are several ways in which rellef
can be effected to & large degrea with-
out violating the constitution. Crimi-
nal jurisdiction ecan be conferred upon
the county tourte under 12
with prosecution for such nies by
Information. Appeals from the Jus-
tices' and County Courta should eand
tn the Clrcult Courts, without resort
to Bupreme Court, excopt under
limited conditlons to be specified. If
the rellef demanded rests {ndlspansn-
biy upon an Inerense of the number of
Justicea of the Buprema Court exempt
from Cireult duty, let 1t he done in
con:rir..ntzolu\l mannsr by submitting
to the people an amendment to the
constitution directly on that subjeetl.
Do not load 1t down with such doubt-
tul conditions as beset the proposal de-
fented last June, mnd the people will
probably adopt It

The bill in guestion would
grave doubt of the regularity
court &= thus constitoted, Impal
Hs dignity and aathority 1id lea
ing tha respect that cught to be
to the court of Iast resort and all the
more beciuse that very tribunal would
have to settle the question. If It ©
settlea It. The blil would also se
a5 a precedent for further tinkering
with the Supreme Court of which the
ecomminsloner of legislatlon of last L
slon was only an enterlng we

Further, If that tetbunal can be ti
patehed up without regard to tha ©
stitutionm, the chances are that
court will héreafter be psed as a

Section

c

tho

ralse 2

the

of

welght whenever the exlgencles
mere polities demand It
The proposed legislation Is an at-

tempt to force upon the people A meas-
urs they direcotly repudinted and
too In & wny eutting them off from
protest. The Legislators ought to heed
sthe will of the people so latnly ex-
pressed and avold arbitrary action in
so Important a matter.
GEORGHEH H.

L8

BURNETT.

Ricodhounds for New TYork Pollee.

Poughkeepsle Dispatch to the New York
World.

At the raquaat of Puolles Commlssio

Bingham, two huge tm 4 bloodbounds
have been sent to New ¥ usnd
in tralling ¢riminala. The dogs 3 from

Manging ve

the kennels of -
wiB breads

woalt? dog fanclar,
for a pastime.
The gogs have baen in Now

York for

sovoral days, and are being kept in the
city's kennels in the Hronx. Tralned
handlers are with mm. 1 ¢ will covar

% or 40 mlles a d Whan
o frash trall the bandler has

theny or be pushed off hia feet,
Commissionsr Bingham ¥

heen

long

interested In the poessihilities of Dlood-
houndsa In tracking eriminals In  New
Y There have been s¢vernl big r

len in the Bronx wh

ber h offered

ppportunity for n test T'he dogs were
shipped sacretly at night, as it was de-
sired to try them out with as littie pub-

& beon

If they 1@ >
known

lelty as possible.
used In a man bhunt
here as to its succooks.

nothing i=

Heaxevelt In Japnnese History.
Noew York Evenlng Posi
Japaness hlographers of President
Roosevelt—we make no doubt that
such blographers will be—ara hound to
facg the same diffieulty In framli
a rull estimate of the man that the
rest of the world will ha
our friend, or our .
nese scholar wili
our ald In 1306 wh
went mad and saw yvellbw,
his flest npeross the Paclflc in
avowedly for our exclusive moral
struction Ha chats with Hobson
Hearst in 1908, but tames another Call-
fornia outbrenk In January, 1909, He
drnws up excellent articlos cof pgreo-

Ve “Wna ho
the Japa-

cameo

Lo

m St

hut
1507
in-
and

ment with as, but talks darkly sbot
Am en's threatened d

Fac . As slmple, gull

woe never mew what D expect,

or storm, the square deal on our b

or the big wmtick. Ix ft all to be ex-
plained by saying that in the Prés-
fdent'a wview thers was a good Japan
and a bad Japan whlch needed alter-
nately  to be caressed and whaoked,
ns Iw the ecase of rich men and wor-

porationa? On the whole, we suppose
he was our friend, but why did he
make us so frequently nervounT” Thus
the Japasnesa historian.

A Fortune From One Hen.

Philadelphla Dispatch

Andrew Crossioy, of Bloomsburg, Pa.,
is the owner of o hen which Iald two
epes every day last Spring. From 12 of
theze 18 ohlckens were hatched. Thess
pullets, now eight months old, are laying
14 emps every day, ona laying two eggs
o day.

Court Judge Ignorant of Plhone,
New York Waorld,

Judge Wittls, a notad County Court
Judge in London, England, sald in ocourt
the other day that he had never scen a
telephone.

Hemnrks on “The System,” as Tried
Out in Oregon.
Los Angelss Times.

By the frults of the ground the sodl
of a dlstrlot is known. Speaking In
parable, the Great Teacher sald peopls
must be judged by the fruits they bear
In dieeds. When we get on middle
ground, half way between the soll of
the earth and the desds of men, politi-
cal. and other measurss should
be judced by thels frulta. So they are
| sndged In the end,
| If the ‘“machine’
;C‘a.;lfnrr.'ln Legialature
ing there are some such thers) do not
tha direct primary bill and all

athical

MRS UL .- =

of tha
Ard asaume-

members

iwe

| push

the cognate loglsintion that goen with |

poor machiniste. They do
] tares from wheat In
1% nor In
until
ing tha b
Oragon

it, they are
not know politl
the blads, in ti
| They will hove
and lenrn by ent
under bur nose In
cating frult
We be it is for-
the "'Onz“!tnliﬂn of the
United BStates. The loaf |s soddeon, sour,
Msagreaable to the taste and hard to
digeft. This wonderful “reform” meas-
ure g sending to ths United States
Sanate a FPopulistic politiclan, a poor
specimen of the varlsty

Jump scross the continent to Wik~
pongln, The old Badger State s as
“nrogresaive” ma her Wabfoot salster.
The peopls had full swing thera in &
direot primary, snd they hsd “the
ohance of thsir life” at choosing &
United States SBenator., Who gets the
prigs from the multituy@inous hands of

iy il the

Lo Wi

|

Righ
people
forbidden tree.

of the of

Are

ieve

bidden in

the people? One of the “people™ An
“independent?™ Not on your lifasl!
Isnac Stephenson, &t whose sest the
blow was almed, marches bacle In
triumph and leaves the “peopls” in the
woods wheara they ware befors.

Stephenson had money and he spent it
time. and he used it; & machine, and he
greased It experlence, and the made It

eount. Three othors went iInto the
race ngninst “TUnele Ika” They meom
to hnvoe nll of the same typo of
progrosslv Btop ron, It probably

Is as well for ti tate to have h

av :
| exempt from circuft duty, at thres ns | as any of th They speant §$11,000 to
| unalterably as tho number of Gover- |

sey st ths direct primary. But
wna a bettar fisharman for votles
1 had more bult for the suckern. Ha
one koows how much. And
happenod in “progrossive’”
whose delegates all went
Chicago last June with n
E ch because the Republican
convention wouid not let the Badgers
“run the whole show” and nominate
La Faollette for Presldent

ey are slecting many United States
tora In these days. They have the

$30.000 sach in letting the people have
L

i

g1

primary in af ouri. But 18

turned Jt as smoolhly

at any oth time. Mr. Folk

homo and i1l Swne dons his

y do not think It makes

Norence Lo Mis or to the

rest pof tha couniry Btone 1z probably
just a5 good ns Folk. But tho “peog

were sald to be In & ETER to de

at Stone and elect F

to belong

el o Shoe
1 wish ¢clanr 1s
machina knows just as waell

rk a primuary electlon ss nny

Reppblivn
4o tha B
Root.

T ¢ iz Elhu

somotlmes el

in

fnot, the new way makes a clo
political trust. Only n
cin work narhl mder th
rect, inn. Thé tralned
how, ¢an gt

a paop scatter.
s aro any lndex, tha new

rect” notlon Ie n fleld of tares.

“dl-

POPUVLAR ELECTION OF SENATORS,

A Few Iliostrations Throwing Light

on the Present Situntion.
St. L.ouls

Globe-Domocrat

It Is o pood time Lo examins how this

1 d, s working prac-
In the recant general sloction in
Missour! the total vote of the siate on

Republican

Governor was T
ity was 17.

slectoral v

In Oregon

eleal
Lag

In  Tlr
& plura
nai

bal
iy, hel
iy 1
various

Senntod

paonie

|

tham?

Hero Rexcues Navy-Yard Onf.
New York
thi piel ent

Horse

wihi

horses, which uped
the FPresl it's

Fostic .
of the
sOmo

the last tlme
vhen

hold on ita sr

two Dalmetian b

but could do Botl

ousiy., Thelr clam atirs 1 Jack., who
puit his head In the trough

banled out Stub, wet, badraggled,

pearly drownsd, but otherwise intact

Girl Mes From Fish-Skin Discase.

Richmond (Vo) Dispateh
R needd tan venrs. who

Rt

n for with

months
thoy=is, “*fiah n"” disenss, his
at Mifdletown, Va., of hier rare nil
the first casa of (his disease ever kI
in tho stats,

or

o ————

far. |

the loaf & | FY

the |

this |

Is It Not ms Logical as Nounfics on
Predatory Animals?
GRESHAM., Or., Jan. 25—{To
Dditor.)—I hope you wiil allow me i
Hittle space In your columns to ask
a faw questlons alout this maiter
bountics wild anlmals, W

the

14

on

been advocated s0 muah latels
Orogr an. "~
I own & farm
savaral yoars
share of

of my
troe

nK.
én in
who T

m

the

eoyote

its

th

lesn the

poste

bhor ‘-‘!':. Hves ACTOAS
most of whic
me

tells he hn

ownh 40 aores,
plants in graln He
108t & hig poart of hia or almont ave
venr on acocount of KO moles
mice, and squirrels He has some [RD-
oy bred chi im, but he aaya he logea
all the profits on these on aoconnt of
the rats, #skunks, mink and wonsnins,
If the state uses part of my taxes to
halp the stockman figTht hia pests,
should it not spend a little money algo
to help my poor nelghbor alzo whoe
can hardly make a MUving?

As for myself, T can just barely make
a Uving, beecnuses the rabbits Thave
%illed & numbar of my best apple troed.
There really ought to be o bounty on
rabbits to help the frultgTower.

Frultgrowing Is a great indunstry in

ners

Oregon, but it does ssem (o ma thnt
the state doesn not tr the fruit-
grower falrly, How [s It thid thase Lag-
[slators can take part of my ltaxes nnd
halp the st wi In Eastern Oregon
fight the pet hat I
have thousands of HUitle wit coyoten
in the shape of coddling moths and
other things. Does the siats help ma
fight these? Nol The stata pays:
B you don't # these yourself, I

will sepd men and cut down Four trees.
If you ship your fruit to tha muarket
and it §8 bitten by thame pests, 1 will
doestroy your whole e ,

through

will you plonae cxpinin
the columna of your papar why the
siata liolps the stockmun of T :

Oreigon fight his pesth, lots mj
bor fight his own pests, and then
law compola me to ag hard-
arned monsy to figh many Deata
1 have? 0 P. GRAY.
—_———

BROTHER SROUGHER'S NEW ROLE

my

Outline of FPossible Comwequences of
“Liviag ns Jesus Lived”™ :
ASTORIA, Or,, Jan. -(To
al

J. Whiltcor

the
1T
1 that D
ided to dlimsg

artel-
Into
regs
x loft.
though
n tan-
we .

SHALL COYOTES TAKE THE LANDY

From Clncknmns for a B3
Hounty on Scalps.
STACADA,

Toud Call

the

Jan, =

-{ To

Expesctaoralnrs.

il

n |
.
’ b 1 7 ¢
—————

Boston Dl
Huamilton, wi o
Mnss., A0 1 A
1 *a } 1 I . .
strance, 1 [ X i 1
pmouth and Ongue a st
to death.




