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XP TO" THB LBOLSLATU KK.

It ia no theory, but a very serious
condition, that confronts the Legisla-

ture. The situation as to taxes and
revenue creates a condition, whose
sllfflculttes are immensely Increased
by the numerous demands for more
expenditure in every direction. The
tax system has broken down; and
equal distribution of the burdens,
under new requirements, is the ques-

tion of the hour. The preliminary
requirement.. In such circumstances, is

" retrenchment of expenditure, and
economy and reform. It is a hard
problem for the Legislature: but the
first simple principle la refusal of the
m:is of appropriations or expenditure
sked for in all departments of state

and municipal government. To every
proposal for a new state commission
or bureau, or for new official poslUons,
the answer of the members of the
Legislature should be, "I object." In
uch a situation all virtue Is contained

In negation.
.More even than in the election or

Senator, the primary law of Oregon
Is on trial, in this situation. Under
the old system members of the Legis-

lature and all officials were nominated
In or by representative conventions.
Now, every elective official nominates
himself. Voters can only make a kind
of choice between men whom they
cannot know. The question is whether
men who nominate themselves are
better representatives of the people,
and tetter conservators of the public
Interests, than those nominated under
the convention and representative sys-

tem. The work of the present Legis-

lature will toll.
The system under which men nomi-

nate themselves now. therefore, is on

trial. The member of the Legisla-

ture now has no party behind him.
The majority owe their election to re-

fusal of party allegiance and party
forms. They nominated themselves,
and were elected as a protest against
party forms, and against the conven-

tion and representative system. Ques-

tion for them now is, how are they to
serve tho public? How are they to
make good? The contest over the
Senator Is ended. But the work of the
Legislature, under the new system, is

but Just begun. .

In common with all the people of
the state. The Orcgonian earnestly
wishes to see the Legislature deal con-

servatively and wisely with all the
various problems of state affairs that
ere, before it. All want careful and
economical administration of the
state's affairs. The state has officials
enough: the counties have officials
enough; the cities have officials
enough and ail of them are paid
well enough. If they do not think
so they have but to resign, and we
shall get at once officials equally ns
good or better. Appeal lies in the
Legislature to save the state, the coun-
ties, the cities, the people, from those
who want to pluck them. It Is "up
to" the members who nominated
themselves for the Legislature to do
It; and It severer trial for the
primary law than that presented in
the election of Senator. The man at
Washington, Republican. Democrat or
Populist, drunk or sober. Just now is
of little consequence- compared with
administration of these affairs at
home. Our whole welfare Industry,
taxes, rents, mercantile activity, real
estate movement and values depends
on prudence and economy In public

'administration. -
The state Is not mado for the Legis-

lature, but the Legislature for the
state: the state is not for Its officials,
but its officials are for the state; and
the state wants no more of either
than may conduce tp Its actual good.
Set it down as & rule that the men who
want new offices created In the state
and to get positions therein, for them-
selves or for others, and the men who,
after seeking and obtaining official
positions, want more deputies and
clerks and their own salaries In-

creased, are grafters all, with noses to
smell their particular from the gen-

eral weal.
The people of Oregon wish to have

confidence In the Legislature. They
entertain the belief that the Legisla-
ture wishes to act with a view to the
public welfare, and not for persons
who seek their own Interest and ad-

vantage, out of public exploitation.
The next three or four weeks will tell
whether this confldencj is well found-
ed, or is an Idle dream.

A" I'MO'.VBl rROTT.
The recent statement of Mr. Carne-

gie that steel can be produced In the
United States cheaper than In any
other country has aroused the Euro-
pean steelmakers, and they are ve-

hemently averting that the Laird of
Sklho Is wrong In his deductions. A
correspondent of the Manchester
Guardian insists that "tho enormous
distances which separate the Iron ore
deposits from the coal fields and the
manufacturing plants from the sea-

board very severely handicap the
American steel trade." The corre-
spondent then proceeds to discuss the

material for theeasy access to raw
British manufacturers, and concludes
that "in cheap and convenient sup-

plies of minerals. In geographical situ-

ation, in sound capitalization, and in
skillful labor, we hold a combination
of advantages enjoyed by no other
country not even the United States."

Unfortunately for our BrlUsh
friends, the claims st forth are not
borne out by facts. "Mt Is true that
the area of Great Britain Is so limited
that all materials must naturally be
comparatively close at hand; but the
economical handling of this raw ma-

terial in the United States has been re-

duced to a science, and the ore is

carried from mine to mill at a cost
that is unapproach-

able la Great Britain. At the mill it

1 is handled by the highest class of labor
that can be found In the industry any-
where, and this labor makes returns
In keeping with its reputation. In
this country the steelworker like al-

most any other skilled laborer, works
to the limit of his capacity while he
Is at work.

in Europe the work is so woefully
insufficient for the number of men
who seek it that the workmen by a
peculiar lino of reasoning endeavor to
do Just as little as possible, thus con-

triving to make two days" work out of
a task which should have been
finished in one day. This may be all
right from the labor point of view, but
It demoralizes tho profits of the em-

ployer, and enables the United States
to make a better showing man-for-m- an

1n any Industrial line than can
possibly be made in Europe. There is
even stronger proof of the truth of
Mr. Carnegie's contention in the fact
that this country annually sells vast
quantities or plates and structural
stoe! throughout the United Kingdom,
a proceeding which would be impos-
sible if the British manufacturers
could turn it out at less cost than it
Is produced In the United States.

A BAB ARRANGEMENT.

It will be to the advantage of the
entire Pacific Coast to make trans-
portation arrangements for the Seattle
fair as nearly perfect as possible. The
antiquated and Inconvenient rule
"which requires passengers for Seattle
from the East over the Harriman lines
to recheck their baggage at Portland
should be reformed. It Is of but slight
advantage to the Hill roads, which
seem to have Insisted upon- it, and of
great disadvantage to the public. By
making travel to Seattle through Port-
land difficult the Hill management ex-

pects to Induce passengers to come
west either by way of Billings or St.
Paul and thus secure the long haul:
while if they came through Portland
Harriman would get tho long haul.
However, railroads are built to serve
the public, and this they should be
ready to do, even at the cost of some
Inconvenience to themselves. The fact
is that the road which obtained the
long haul westward would lose it on

the return trip, since most passengers
would prefer to come by one road and
return by another, so that in the end
nobody would gain or lose much If
through tickets were sold by way of
Portland, while the advantage to the
public would be great. .

This very defective railroad arrange-
ment, which compels travelers for
the Sound to worry over their baggage
at Portland, seems to be a very old
one. Doubtless It originated at a time
when railroads were not so wisely
managed as they are now, and nobody-ha- s

taken the pains to correct It. The
time has come when the public good
demands a change. Very likely the
railroads will not object to righting
the wrong when the matter is thor-
oughly understood on all hands.

Jt would be well If the commercial
bodies of Portland would see to It that
petitions signed by the business. com-
munity of Portland are addressed to
the Interstate Commerce Commission
and to President Howard Elliott, of
the Northern Pacific, asking that the
present inconvenient and troublesome
msthnili ha abandoned and uninter
rupted through service maintained.

THE IDEAL STATESMAN.

In the February Outlook Mr. Roose
velt publishes some reflections upon
the character of an ideal statesman.
He does not believe that success and
failure constitute the sole standard by
whlfch a public man ought to be
Judged, though he admits that It is
the ,dutyx of a statesman to accom-pllshTwh- at

he undertakes Just as It la

that of a commander to win battles.
Still, if a public man is of bad char-
acter, his success ought to be counted
against him in making up the estimate
of history, since It not only injures
the commonwealth In many cases, hut
.also depraves the morals of the young
and set3 their feet in evil ways. Suc-
cess, apart from Justice. Mr. Roose-
velt does not admire. Of course it is
not enough for a man to be honest, to
be a good husband and a provident pa-

rent; something more than all this Is
necessary to make him deserving of
public confidence, but without these
qualities, no matter what his ability
and energy may be, he should not be
elevated to high positions of trust. On
the other hand, Mr. Roosevelt does
not take the indefensible position that
an excellent private life can excuse a
wicked public career.

The tendency of the charitable mul-

titude Is to hold that it makes little
difference how bad a statesman is in
private if ho does his public duties
well; and parallel with this goes tho
contradictory opinion that no matter
how detestable the official acts of a
man may have been, we ought to for-

give them if he has been a good hus-

band and father. It is strange that
two notions so flatly opposed to each
other can exist In the same mind at
the same time, but they do exist, not
only in one mind, but in millions. For
examplo. the Americans of the older
school were disposed to pardon Daniel
Webster's thriftlessness because of his
high statesmanship and eloquent
speeches. Before his time they over-

looked the heinous offenses of Aaron
Burr against his country for the sake
of his plausible manners and his
genius for friendship. Our country-
men have ever been singularly prone
to permit a man to do officially al-

most anything he likes if he is kindly
In his private relations. The hold of
those Chicago Aldermen, who rob the
city with both hands and scatter a
little of the spoil In pinches among
their constituents is an example, if
any were needed.

The most conspicuous instance In
hlstoYy of a public sinner whom his
partisans have transformed Into a
saint on account of his private merits
is no doubt the "sacred martyr."
Charles I. of England. In a famous
passage Macaulay lays bare the fal-

lacy involved. In seeking to excuse the
cruelties of a tyrant because he has
been a kind father. The attempt se-

duces one into an egregious non
but it often succeeds for all

that, and its success shows how much
more Inclined to charity than to logic
human nature Is. Such is the goodness
of our hearts that we are determined
to forgive our idols if we possibly can,
and if we discover no strictly logical
way to do it we will take an illogical
one as the next best thing. The dispo-

sition to hold public men to a rigorous
account for their conduct is one that
most reople have yet to acquire either
by tho slow process of evoluticn or by
education. If they are of our party it
matters little what they do. wo acquit
them eagerly and completely. If they
belong to the other party the whiter
they are the blacker they look to us.

Mr. Roosevelt's doctrine is that we

must manage in some way to get over
this habit and learn to Judge public
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men by fact an Justice instead of
misrepresentation and prejudice. He
believes also that as a Nation is bound
to deal righteously with Its servants,
so It is with other nations. He is
careful In his Outlook article to avoid
the implication that he would ever
hesitate to fight If good cause for It
arose, but he does not advocate fight-
ing in a bad cause. He does not agree
with the statesman who rrayed that
his country might always be in the
right, but who proposed to stand by it,
right or wrong. As a matter of fact,
the truly great statesmen of the world
have often opposed their countries
when they were bent upon some Ini-

quitous action. McKJnley almost, but
not quite, found courage to do it
when public clamor was urging us Into
the Spanish war. Chatham and Burke
actually did it when the British gov-

ernment was bringing on the American
Revolution. Still ethics has penetrated
the relations between nations very
slowly. People are inclined to think
that astatesm-- n may properly prevar-
icate, deceive and cheat the foreigner,
though we would exile him from so-

ciety If he did the same things to his
countrymen a It is one of Mr. Roose-
velt's highest services to the world
that he has boldly stood on all occa-
sions for the cams kind and degree of
Justico in National conduct that he
advocates in private conduct, and there
is no question but that the cause of In-

ternational ethics has appreciably ad-

vanced since he took a hand in It.
Perhaps though, it la the subtle Infu-

sion of economic Interest which will
finally accomplish what the President
hopes for. As government becomes
more Intimately concerned with our
pockets and our comforts, we shall
watch it more and forgive It less.

THE SUPREME COURT.

Hart's (Senate) bill to increase the
number of members of the Supreme
Court from three to five passed to third
reading on Tuesday. It may fail in the
House; but if it should not. the refer-
endum will be called upon it, and 1

will be beaten by the vote of the
people.

Remembering that only last June
the electorate of Oregon, by the decis-

ive vote of 60,591 to 30,243, negatived
a proposal to amend the constitution
so as to authorize Increase of the
number of Judges of tBe Supreme
Court, passage of this bill by the Leg-

islature would bo a piece of impu-
dence. It would be an Insult to the
efectorate.

Question was and still is whether
the Legislature has the constitutional
power. It is assumed by some, but
denied by others; and yet on any fair
interpretation there can be no ques-

tion that the constitution as it stands
limits the number of these Judges to
three. This view was confirmed only
a few months ago, on appeal to the
people, by a very heavy majority.

The Oregonian begs to call every
reader's attention to the letter by
Judge George H. Burnett on this sub-

ject, printed today. This letter not
only demonstrates that the language
of the constitution limits the num-

ber of Justices to three and that the
people have expressly confirmed .this
view of It, but that mere are proper
ways of relieving the pressure on the
Supreme Court, without Increasing the
number. Further, that the bill would
raise grave doubt of the regularity of
the court as thus constituted, and
would serve as a precedent for further
tinkering with the court of last resort.
The Oregonlr.n entreats special atten-
tion to Judge Burnett's letter.

Again, it Is an outrage on the sys-

tem of legislation that now exists to
attempt to prevent, as this bill does,
an appeal to the people upon it, under
the referendum. We do not Deueve
such appeal, on such a matter, can be
prevented. If It should be, the initia-
tive will remain as a remedy of appeal
against an act so passed.

Besides, it is most improper to put
the questions involved In such an issue
up to the very tribanaJ, so created,
that may be required to pass upon
them.

Here also we may notice the bill in-

troduced to create for the service of
the Supreme Court the office of Jan-

itor and the office of Messenger, each
at $900 a year. Neither is needed. The
Janitor work of tho Supreme Court
rooms is done, or should be done, by
the force constantly employed at the
Capitol. Already the Supreme Court
has a bailiff, whose "Hear ye!" is his
only arduous duty. He can well
enough act as messenger also; he can
step across the corridor to the li-

brary for any book or document that
may be wanted, and the telephone Is

always at command for any distant
call. If there were a messenger he
would use it, as the bailiff docs, or
may, now.

Truth, plainly stated, is that there is
no need either of Janitor or messenger
for the Supreme Court. The idea Is to
put two moro persons on the payroll of
the state, at salaries twice as much
as such men i.re worth In any private
capacity. There ought to be no graft
or grafters about the chambers of the
Supreme Court. .

(,OU BRICKING INCLB SAM.

Just how much fire lies under the
smoke which Mr. Ralncy is making
over the Panama canal matter Is not
easily determinable at this time and
may never be known. One very telling
point made by the gentleman from Il-

linois In his speech in Congress Tues-
day was his charge Hoarding the
of the steamships Tremont and SlAw-mu- t,

which, according to Mr. Rainey,
"the canal commission did not want,
and did not need, but which were
bought because the constituents of
the Senator from Massachusetts want-
ed to sell them." The Shawmut and
Tremont were part of the fleet of
American, German, British and Jap-
anese steamers driven out of the Ori-

ental trade by that absurd law which
compels the railroads to make public
their through rates on Oriental freight.

When they were built in 1901-- 2,

they probably cost upwards of $1,000,-00- 0.

but it is extremely doubtful If
there could be found anywhere in the
world a well-inform- chipping man
who would have paid more than half
that figure at the time the Govern-
ment so generously came to the rescue
of the owners and took them off their
hands at such an exorbitant price.
The excuse for this raid on the treas-
ury, even had the vessels been needed,
which thc were not, will probably be
found In the plea that none but America-

n-built vessels can be used In the
canal work. In view of the fact that
the Government has repeatedly vio-

lated this ruling, both as to the pur-
chase of vessels and the shipment of
freight, it hardly warrants the presen-

tation to the owners of the Shawmut
and Tremont, of the extra $500,000,
over and above what their vessels
would sell for in the open market.

The Shawmut ind Tremont are ves--

sels of 6195 tons net and 9608 tons
ra. wristir. Forehm shipyards are

eagerly looking for new business at
rates as low as $26 per ton gross reg-

ister for steamers equipped with all
modrn economical appliances, and at

rrn afAfimerjl of the Size Of
tints Ian: L " ,

the Shawmut and Tremont could be
i i. , i a than the Government
paid for one of the vessels after they
had seen eight years or nara service
on the routes of the
Pacific. It Is regrettable, of course,
that our admirable protective policy
forced the original owners of the
Shawmut and Tremont to pay so much
more for the construction of the two
ships than is paid for similar ships oy

any of their competitors on me uiju
seas.

hottIhit assumed the risk, however.
It was monstrously unjust that they
should be permitted to raid the Amer-
ican treasury in order to get their
money out of an investment which our
own foolish trade-hamperi- laws
make so unprofitable thtft good busi
ness men will not engage in it. mr.
Rainey may be at fault in some of his
charges regarding mlsmanagment at
Ponnmn hut ha seems to have a very
clear idea of the true situation regard- -
in th fleni hv which the Government

1503.000 worth of steam
ships at a cost of more than $1,000,000.

Senator Davis, of Arkansas, the
"Idol of the Hillbillies," made one of
his characteristic speeches In the Sen-A- te

Tuesday, the object of his wrath
being "trading In futures," In depre-
cating which he had much to say
nhnnr Julius Caesar. Nero and other
great men who did not live in Arkan
sas. As the Arkansas "tiiHDiiiies
who are responsible for the presence

rnvi.ln the Senate have never been
guilty of dabbling in futures, the Sen
ator's impassioned plea for tneir aDou-tlo- n

was probably due to characteris-
tics thus described by a recent maga
zine article:

In the slKht of Davl" follower, the big
Senator, with his black cane. Is the retaln-- t

.h t,nMinp in.r.k ravenous horde
from ravishing them of even that which
they have not. no can cry nr jrcut off In the promise of life by the rail-

road: over the price of lunar, forced up
.... - ,K- - nt ftrVH forced
down by another; over himself, threatened
and harassed ana oppressed ottsu
stands, his back braced against the tall-koa- rd

of oppression' cart, holding It from
dumping Its extinguishing load upon the
homesteads and hearthstones of the poor.

The "last man to leave the ship"
has always been enveloped with a halo
of romantic heroism, but in the case
of Captain Sealby, of tho lost steamer
Republic, It is not at all clear why he
remained aboard so long that it was
necessary for him to risk his life in
making his theatrical escape from the
sinking ship. The condition of the
vessel apparently made the case hope-
less from the beginning, but after the
tugs had their hawsers aboard and
the Republic was under way there
was little or nothing to be gained by
any one risking life on board of the
sinking craft. The tugs' hawsers
could have been cut before the wreck
pulled them down without any one re-

maining on board the Republic to give
the signal. Still the entire Incident
was thrilling, spectacular, and dra-
matic in the extreme. Captain Seal-by- 's

final leavetaking o; Ms command
was strictly in keeping with the rest
of the performance.

Net earnings of the steel trust for
the quarter ending December 31 show
a decrease of $298,754 as compared
with the not earnings for the last
quarter of 1907. ' In spite of this de-

crease, the net earnings still remain
$21,011,663. After paying the usual
dividends on stock, watered and dry,
there remains a surplus of $3,142,451,
which will go into the "rainy-day- "

fund that is accumulating In case Car-

negie, Gates or any of the reformed
trust magnates should attempt to put
in practice their theories regarding
low cost of steel. The net earnings
for 1908, one of the worst years since
the business got under full swing, were
$74,862,360. This sum is sufficient to
warrant the belief that this Infant in-

dustry is thriving fairly well and may
in the course of a couple of hundred
years be taken off the protection pap
bottle and givn stronger food with-
out JeopardizinfMts constitution.

If the Legislature desired to save it-

self considerable work and annoy-
ance, and at the same time spare the
people, of the state a lot of money,
it could do so by adopting a general
policy of making all bills Increasing
salaries effective at the end of the
terms of present incumbents. If such
a policy were adopted there would be
few applications for increase and the
taxpayers would pot be compelled to
pay the increase for the coming two
years. Nor would this policy be in
any way unjust to the officeholders.
They were eager to get the offices at
present salaries. They will be eager
to keep the offices, even though they
get no increases. Tlany of them im-

agine that they could ! make more
money in private employment, but
they are not resigning to do so.

The House of Representatives at
Salem has passed an eight-ho- ur bill,
and if it secures the favorable action
of the Senate it will become a law.
It should be remembered, however,
that the great fortunes of the country
and the great achievements of all his-

tory were not attained by eight-ho- ur

men.

By the time a Jury is secured to
try Patrick Calhoun, the San Fran-
cisco streetcar man, for alleged brib-
ery, the forgetful public will be asking
what It Is all about. Up to yesterday
six Jurors were In the-bo- x, all subject
to peremptory challenge. Mr. Heney
preserves his optimism.

'

The House at Salem is going to re-

quire members introducing bills "by
request" to disclose their origin. Why
not prohibit any member from intro-
ducing any bill "by request." No bill
that cannot f.nd a sponsor should be
permitted to go before the Lerisla-tur- e.

The dispatches say the captain of
the Republic stuck to his ship until
she sank. That Is the duty of a com-

mander, but in this casQj he had the
good sense to keep afloat, which is
not so heroic as losing his life, but
much more pleasant.

A lot of public employes found that
thdy had more work than they could
do; so they took a vacation and went
to Salem to have their salaries
The work will take care of itself while
they are gone. "

After the i .gislature has created a
state inspector of everything else, it
should appropriate money for the of-

fice of inspector of inspectors,
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DODGISG STATE CONSTITUTION.

Judge Bnrnett DIscue Scheme to jfe

Sapreme Court.
SALEM. Or.. Jan. 26. (To the Edi-

tor.) Only, last June the people by a
decisive vote defeated the proposal to
amend the state constitution so as to
increase the number of Judges of the
Supreme Court and to make possible
other changes in our Judicial syscem.
The popular verdict on that measure
was very materially Influenced by the
fact that it gave the Legislative As-

sembly power to change the number
of Supreme Judges at will with the
consequence that the court woura lose
the independence contemplated by Ar-

ticle III of the constitution and be-

come subservient to the caprice of th
Legislature.

Apparently relegating to the scrap
heap the campaign cry of "let the peo-

ple rule," and with the recjent decis-

ion of the people on that question pre-

sumably fresh In his mind, the Gov-

ernor goes into a labored argument in

his message, possibly inspired by In-

terested parties, to strain the consti-
tution into a construction allowing an
Increase In the number of Supreme
Judges. ' FoBowlng this lead. S. B. No.
23 has been introduced by Senator
Hart providing for an Increase of the
number of Judges, and that too with an
emergency olause designed to prevent
the people from voting upon if under
the referendum. If the bill passes In
Its present form, the composition of
the court will be changed before" the
next session of the United States Sen-

ate and the scheme will be safe from
any Interference by the people, at least
until the next general election. Sec-

tion 10 of Article VII of the constitu-
tion reads thus:

When the white population of the state
shall amount to 200.000. the legislative as-

sembly may provide for the election of
Supreme and Circuit Judge in distinct
classes, one of which classes shall consist
of three Justices of the Supreme Court, who
shall not perform circuit duty, and the other
class shall consist of the neoessary number
of Circuit Judges, who shall hold full terms
without allotment, and who shall take the
same eath. a the Supreme Judge.

This language imi to fix the num-
ber of Justices of the Supreme Court,
exempt from circuit duty, at three as
unalterably as the number of Gover-
nors or Secretaries of State or State
Treasurers is fixed at one each.

At present the court is overburdened
with undetermined cases and doubtlaaa
relief of some kind is necessary; but
there are several ways in which relief
can be effected to a large degree with-
out violating; the constitution. Crimi
nal Jurisdiction can be conferred upon
the county courts under Section 12
with prosecution for such crimes by
information. Appeals from the Jus-
tices' and County Courts should end
in the Circuit Courts, without resort
to the Supreme Court, except under
limited conditions to be specified. If
the relief demanded rests indispensa-
bly upon an increase of the number of
Justices of the Supreme Court exempt
from Circuit duty, let It be done in a
constitutional manner by submitting
to the' people an amendment to the
constitution directly on that subject.
Do not load It down with such doubt-
ful conditions as beset the proposal de-

feated last June, and the people will
probably adopt it.

The bill In question, would raise a
grave doubt of the regularity of the
court as thus constituted. Impairing
Hs dignity and authority i.id lessen-
ing the respect that ought to be due
to the court otg last resort and all the
more because that very tribunal would
have to settle the question, if it could
settle it. The bill would also serve
as a precedent for further tinkering
with the Supreme Court of which the
commissioner of legislation of last ses-

sion was only an entering wedge-Furthe-r,

if that tribunal can be thus
patched up without regard to the con-
stitution-, the chances are that the
court will hereafter be used as a make-
weight whenever the exigencies of
mere politics demand it.

The proposed legislation is an at-
tempt to force upon the people a meas-
ure they directly repudiated and that
too In a way cutting them off from
protest. The Legislators ought to heed
the will of the people so lately ex-

pressed and avoid arbitrary action in
so Important a matter.

GEORGE H. BURNETT.

Bloodhounds for New York Police.
Poughkeepsle Dispatch to the New York

World.
At the request of Police Commissioner

Bingham, two huge trained bloodhounds
have been sent to New Tork to be used
in trailing criminals. The dogs are from
the kennels of Manning Cleveland,
wealthy dog fancier, wno breeds them
for a pastime.

The dogs have been in New York for
several days, and are being kept in the
city's kennels In the Bronx. Trained
handlers are with them. They will cover
30 or 40 miles a day. When they strike
a fresh trail the handler has to run with
them or be pushed off his feet.

Commissioner Bingham has long been
interested in the possibilities of blood-
hounds in tracking criminals in New
York. There have been several big rob-

beries in the Bronx which offered the
opportunity for a test. The dogs were
shipped secretly at night, a3 it was de-

sired to try them out with as little pub-
licity as possible. If they have been
used In a man hunt, nothing is known
here as to Its success.

Rooevelt In Jnpanese Illntory.
New York Evening Post

Japanese biographers of President
Roosevelt we make no doubt that
such biographers will be are hound to
face the same difficulty In framing
a full estimate of the man that the
rest of the world will have. "Was he
our friend, or our enemy?" the Japa-
nese scholar will ask. "He came to
our aid in 1906 when San Francisco
went mad and saw yellow, but he sent
his fleet across the Pacific in 1907
avowedly for our exclusive moral In-

struction. He chats with Hobson and
Hearst in 1908. but tames another Cali-

fornia outbreak In January, 1909. He
draws up excellent articles of agree-
ment with us. but talks darkly about
America's threatened destiny on the
Pacific. As simple, guileless Orientals,
we never knew what to expect, rain
or storm, the square deal on our heads
or the big stick. Is it all to be ex-

plained by saying that in the Pres-
ident's view there was a good Japan
and a bad Japan which needed altern-

ately-to be caressed and whacked,
as in the case of rich men and cor-
porations? On the whole, we suppose
he was our friend, but why did he
make us so frequently nervous?" Thus
the Japanese historian.

A Fortune From One Hen.
Philadelphia Dispatch.

Andrew Crossley, of Bloomsburg. Pa-

is the owner of a hen which laid two
eggs every day last Spring. From 12 of
these 13 chickens were hatched. These
pullets, now eight months old, are laying
14 eggs every day, one laying two eggs
a day. -

Court Judge Ignorant of Phone.
New York World.

Judge Wittls. a noted County Court
Judge in London, England, said in court
the other day that he had never seen a
telephone.

BY ITS FRUITS.

Remarks on "The System," as Tried
Out In Orefron.

Los Angeles Times.
By the fruits of the ground the eoil

of a district is known. Speaking in
parable, the Great Teacher said people
must be Judged by the fruits they bear
In deeds. When we get on middle
ground, half .way betwee.n the soil of
the earth and the deeds of men, politi-
cal, ethical and other measures should
be Judged by their fruits. So they are
Judged in the end.

If the "machine" members of the
California Legislature (we are assum-
ing there are some such there) do not
push the direct primary bill and all
the cognate legislation that goes with
It, they are poor machinists. They do
not know political tares from wheat in
the blade, in the milk nor in the ear.
They will have to wait until the loaf fs

baked and learn by entlng the bread.
Right under our nose In Oregon the

people are eating of the fruit of this
forbidden tree. We believe It is for-

bidden In the Con.ttutlon of the
United States. The loaf Is sodden, sour,
disagreeable to the taste and hard to
digest. This wonderful "reform" meas-

ure is" sending to the United States
Senate a Populistlc politician, a poor
specimen of the variety.

Jump across the continent to Wis-

consin. The old Badger State is as
"progressive" as her Webfoot sister.
The people had full swing there in a
dlreot primary, and . they had "the
ohance of their life" at choosing a
United States Senator. Who gets the
prize from the multitudinous hands of
the people? One of the "people?" An
"Independent?" Not on your life!
Isaac Stephenson, at whose seat the
blow was aimed, marches back In

triumph and leaves the "people" In the
woods where they were before.
Stephenson had money and he spent It;
time, and he used it; a machine, and he
greased ,lt; experience, and he made It
count. Three others went into the
race against "Uncle Ike." They seem
to have been all of the same typo of
progressive as Stephenson. It probably
Is as well for the state to have him
as any of them. They spent $11,000 to
$30,000 each in letting the people have
their say at the direct primary. But
Isaac was a better fisherman for votes
and had more bait for the suckers. He
spent no one knows how much. And
that all happened In "progressive"
Wisconsin, whose delegates all went
home from Chicago last June with a
great grouch because the Republican
convention would not let the Badgers
"run the whole show" and nominate
La Follette for President.

They are electing many United States
Senators in these days. They have the
direct primary in Missouri. But the
"machine" turned Just as smoothly
there as at any other time. Mr. Folk
stays at home and Bill Stone dons his
old toga. We do not think it makes
much difference to Missouri or to the
rest of the country. Stone is probably
Just as good as Folk. But the "people"
were said to be in a great stew to de-

feat Stone and elect Folk. The ma-
chine is" Bald to belong to Gum Shoe
Bill. All we wish to make clear Is
that the machine knows Just as well
how to work a primary election as any
other kind.

In New York they have the old way
still. The Legislature is Republican,
and elects one of that party to the Sen-
ate, and lo, his name is Elihu Root.
So the old way sometimes elects the
rigrht man, and up to this writing the
new way elects the wrong man.

In fact, the new way makes a close
political trost. Only the man of wealth
can work the machine under the di-

rect, ty plan. The trained poli-
tician, who knows how, can get elected
far more easily than a new man. The
man not already conspicuous in politics
cannot get his head up out of the mob
to be seen at all. The "dominant"
parties can knock any "new movement"
silly and "hold the reins of govern-
ment" while the people scatter.

If fruits are any index, the new "di-

rect" notion Is a field of tares.

POPULAR ELECTION OF SENATOR.
A Few Illustrations Throwing Light' on the Present Situation.

St. Louis Globe-Democr-

It is a good time to examine how this
plan, as far as tested. Is working prac-
tically. In the recent general election in
Missouri the total vote of the state on
Governor was 713,7fO, and the Republican
plurality was 17,203. The Democratic can-
didate for Governor ran behind his ticket,
hut received a total of 337,808. In the
Democratic Senatorial primary the vote
was: Stone 159,512, Polk 144,710. Stone re-

ceived but 23 per cent of the entire vote
of the state, yet this result made him
Senator. He also received less than half
of the Democratic vote of the state. The
electoral vote went to Taft, and the lower
branch of the Legislature was Republican.
But the State Senate, by reason of grossly
unfair districting, remained Democratic
by 23 to 11. Stone's majority at the Joint
session of the Legislature was seven. Ills
majority In the gerrymandered Stato Sen-

ate alone was 11. His election rested on

this crookedness. What sort of a popular
choice of United States Senator appears
In these facts and figures?

In Oregon the primary ground out the
election of a Democratic Senator by a
Legislature Republican by four to one.
In Illinois the Republican who received
a plurality In tho Senatorial primary has
not yet been elected, though numerous
ballots have been taken. Party regular-
ity, held to be sacred in Missouri, ap-

pears to be disregarded In Illinois. These
various results fail to show that the
Senatorial elections are any closer to the
people than they have been. In fact, the
actuil outcome is further removed from
popular sentiment than it was before.
The situation has been extensively con-

fused, not brought closer to a genuine
majority of the voters of any state. And
if this is not the object of Senatorial pri-

maries, of what value are they, or what
rational reason can be given in urging
them? -

Horse Hero Rescue Navy-Yar- d Cat.
New York Herald.

Stub, the pet cat in the New York
Navy-yar- d, which has had so many har-
rowing adventures that only a few of hi3
nine lives are left, came near further
depleting the supply, when he fell into
the watering trough used for the yard
horses, which used to be a bathtub on
the President's yacht, the Mayflower.
Poetic justice decreed that Jack, one
of the horses, who gave Stub his .name
some years ago by Inadvertently tramp-
ing off his tail, rescued the cat as he
was sinking for the last time. Stub was
trying to get a drink when he fell into
the trough, and he could not get a foot-

hold on its smooth sides. Spot and Nell,
two Dalmatian hounds, saw his plight,
but could do nothing but bark furi-
ously. Their clamor attracted Jack, who
put his head in the trtough and presently
hauled out 'Stub, wet, bedraggled, and
nearly drowned, but otherwise intact.

Girl Die From Fish-Sk- in Disease.
Richmond (Va.) Dispatch.

Geneva Reynolds, aged tan years, who

had been 111 for two months with ."

or "fish skin" disease, has died
at Aliddletown. Va.. of her rare aliment,
the first case of this disease ever known
in the state.

STATE AID TO KILL FRUIT PESTS.

Is It Not Logical Bountie on
Predatory Animal f

GRESHAM, Or., Jan. 25. (To the
Editor.) I hope you will allow me a

little space In your columns to ask
a few questions atout this matter of

bounties on wild animals, which has
been advocated so much lately In, Tho
Oregonian. ,

I own a farm of 20 acres and for
several years have been paying my
share of the state's taxes. The most
of my land I have put out In young
fruit trees, and when theso are a lit-
tle older. I hope they will give me a
good living.

Many men in the eastern part of
the state who raise cattle and sheep
say that the coyote pest is eating up
all their profits. They cannot make a
pood living- unless the state helps them
V-- r.nst Thev sav It is
impossible to put up fences to keep
coyotes out. because they own so much
land, or their flocks graze npnn pub-
lic land, so they can't afford to fence
the pastures.

My neighbor who lives across the
road owns 40 acres, most of which ho
plants in grain. Ho tells me he has
lost a big part of his crop almost every
year on account of gophers, moles,
mice, and squirrels. He has some fan-
cy bred chickens, but he says he loses
all the profits on these on account of
the rats, skunks, mink and weasels.
If the state uses part of my taxes to
help the stockman fljht his pests,
should it not spend a little money also
to help my poor neighbor also who
can hardly make a living?

As for myself. I can Just barely make
a living, because the rabbits have
killed a number of my best apple trees-The- re

really ought to be a bounty on
rabbits to help the fruitgrower.

Fruitgrowing is a great industry In
Oregon, but it does seem to me - that
the state does not treat the fruit-
grower fairly. How Is It that these Leg-

islators can take part of my taxes and
help the stockmen In Eastern Oregon
fight the pests that bother him? I
have thousands of llttlo winged coyotes
in the shape of coddling moths, and
other things. Does the state help me
fight these? No! The state ay:
"If you don't fight these yourself, I
will send men and cut down your trees.
If you ship your fruit to the market
and it is bitten by these pests, I will
destroy your whole crop." -

Will you please explain through
the columns of your paper why the
state helps the stockman of Eastern
Oregon fight his pests, lets my neigh-
bor fight his own pests, and then by
law compels me to spend my hard-earn- ed

money to fight the many pests
I have? JOHN P. GRAY.

BROTHER BROUG HERS NEW ItOLB

Outline of Possible Comequenoe of
Living ns Jesus Lived."

ASTORIA. Or., Jan. 26. (To the Editor.)
A perusal of the Sunday sermons of

Portland churches furnlehed the Informa-

tion that Dr. J. Whltcomb Brougher has
decided to dispense with his Sunday dresa
6uit, boiled shirt, patent leather shoes,
relinquish his salary, give all he has to
the poor; select twelve disciples and gi
out into tho world ministering spiritual
consolation to tho benighted of Oregon;
in other words, "live like Jesus did."

This certainly shows a most commend-
able spirit of the eminent divine, and
whllo It may leave the Baptist Church
without a spiritual the f:u't
that In Oregon the "wheat Is rip- "ru.
the harvet" will more than offset ti. l"ss.
Rev. Mr. Brougher and his twelve disci-

ples could put in two weelts at Salem,
where tho umvgencrate are trying to re-

vise the Ten Commandments.
In selecting his disciples It might he

opportune to caution him asaliu-- t select-
ing any Statement No. 1 men, as they
might be called upon to apologize to th,i

people of the state for "living like Jesus
did." If Rev. Mr. Brougher cannot visit
Astoria in his travels, a photograph of
his relinquishing his salary and giving
all he hs to the poor would be accept-

able. What could bo grander than Rev.
Mr. Brougher. clad In poor raiment, a
halo of glory around his head, visiting
the sick, comforting the poor, raising the
dead, with a stone for his pillow for
"the Son of Man had nowhere to lay his
head." What a field for missionary worn
in Oregon, and especially Astoria!

After his mission on earth has been ac-

complished, and the time for the cruci-

fixion arrive, and he ascends up into
Heaven, he will leave behind him a rec-

ord second only to that which Jesus left.
The effort Is worth trying, even though
It mav not prove a success. Astoria ten-

ders the new Messiah a cordial welcome
and wishes him success In his now field
of labor In tho Lord's vineyard.

ON'13 OF MANY.

SHALL COYOTES TAKE THE LAND?

Loud Call From Clackamas for a $3
Hounly on Scalps.

ESTACADA, Or.', Jan. 26. (To the
Editor.) I sincerely believe If we
could get a bill through the Legislature
fixing a bounty on tho coyote, cougar,
wildcat and bobcat, that in two years'
time we should be freed of these cruel
cowards. For instance $10 would be
a sufficient bounty on the cougar. $a

at least on the coyote, $1 on the wild-

cat and bobcat. In this section of the
state thero is probably at the least cal-

culations KK coyotes.
Every year there are about 600

coyotes added to the country's wild
game. The coyotes are cruel cowards
in plain terms, for they cauio into tho
yards and kill all kinds of animals
which they will no more eat than any-

thing. Why I call them cowards 1b be-

cause If a person should moot ono In

the road and whistle they would stick
their tall between their legs and run,
not even looking to see what it was
that whistled.

Coyotes can only be hunted success-
fully with dogs. I think it is tho duty
of the state to fix a bounty, so there
would be soma encouragement in kill-

ing them. If a person kills ono now
what will he got for it? Nothing. Ha
attempts to sell their hides. He says.
"What will you give?" Thoy answer.
"Half a dollar or six bits." There is
no encouragement In killing them, be-

cause a man tramps all day and kills
one coyote, for which he receives 50

cents or 75 cents for a day's work.
Yes two days' work It is to kill one.
Every man Interested in farming or
dairying should take up this subject
and do as much towards it as he can.
In this section only about 10 or la per
cent of the coyotes are killed. It is
thla either a bounty or tho coyotes

take the country. A. T. HUNT.

Rich, He Wars on Expeelornior.
New York World.

Bradford Allison, a wealthy resident of

Jersey City, who is engaged in business
in Manhattan, has been granted the priv-

ilege of wearing a policeman's bade.
He was also given --uthorlty to make ar-

rests. Mr. Allison is much opposed to
the spitting nuisance, and he has starred
out to make it unpleasant for this class
of offenders. Several times in trolley
cars in Jej-se- City Mr. Allison has ob-

jected to persons spitting on the flour,
and In one or two instances he was told
to mind his own business. His business
in the future will be to arrest such vio-

lators of the law, and he says he will per-

form his duty without fear or favor.

Death In n Tobacco Chew.
Boston Dispatch.

Aaron Hamilton, who v.as arrested at
Springfield. Mass.. took too large a bite
of a fellow-prisoner- 's chewing tobacco.
Hamilton, in laughing at tho owner's
remonstrance, lost control of tho muscles
of his mouth and tonguo and strangled
to death.


