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A CHECK ON EXTRAVAGANCE
of the great City of Chi-

Assessmoen
cago for purposes of taxation—all
praperty—for the ycar 1508, was
$476,770,389. The tax levy for all

purpases was $32,084,0850. It inciudes
the levy for state, county, city, schools,
ganitary, park and all other municipal
puUrposcs.

The nssessment is estimated at one-
arth of the vaiue of the property, but
may be below that. The tax rate on
his valuation Is high—between six and
seven per cent. But It s much lower
than that of Portland, with full valu-
atlon and two per cent tax Jevy. Chi-
cugo keeps the valustion down for tha
single purpose of preventing profligacy
In asdminisiration, It 1= the same
throughout Ilineis. The total fassess-
ment of the propuerty of (hat great
state In the year 1008 was $1,261,043.-
437. This included real estule, par-
sogual property and rallroad valuntiona.

Oregon's asscsament s $598,133,961.
It is almost one-half that of Ilinols
Forty per cont of Oregon’s valuation
& In Multnomah County. Partly under
Impulse of the boom idea the values
have been pushed up; nnd owners of
propecty have winked at it because It
his made them feal rich. The result
was sure to appear In exceasive faxa-
tion. In other countles it has been
partly imitated. Prodigality of expen-
diture, and even profiigacy, could have
beon foretold, were foretold, as sure
results. We would better pay @ higher
1evy on a low valuatfon: for/that is the
best of all wava of keeping public ex-
penscs down,

Chlengo's tax levy, for all purposes
is $11.85 per capitu. Portlend's, even
on & hasls of 220,000 inhabltants, will
exceed $20 por capita

We belleve the Lagislature of Ore-
gon realizes the gravity of tho present
gituation in our state, and that its sin-
ceure purpose Is to =erve tha people.
Greatest possible economy of expend!-

"ture, then, is the necessary thing, with

rejection of new cammissions, mors of-
ficlals and more salaries, and now
schemes of publie exploftation at the
exponse of the taxpayers of the state.

LAST YEAR'S FOREIGN TRADE,
Detalls of the forcign trade of the
United States for the year 180§ throw
some interesting «ida lights on the re-

Y srenchment that wis practiced In this
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country whila we were recovering
from the brief shock of the panic of
198%7. A decline of more than $%00.-
000,000 tn the valus of imports showns
the extent to which wa curtafled our
purchases laat year, swhile the 170,
000,000 decremse in cxports quite nar-
urally indloates that the purchasing
power of our forelgn customurs Was
somewhit affected by our own Inabil-
ity to take as many of thelr goods as
wo purchased in the preceding year.
The businesa versil which caused
the trouble in the Fwll of 1807 was
kxoown as the rich man's panle. The
appropriateness of that phrase can be
undemstood when it i» noled that dia-
monds and other precious stonsa led
all other articlos in the proportionate
decrense In tha first eleven monihs of
1508, as compared with the corre-
spanding period In 1907,

Even our wealthy ciasses can gt
along very well without dianmonda,
provided there is an ample supply of
bremd and meat. In the eleven
months ending December 1, 1908, the
imports of diamonds were but §12.-
060,000, compared with $32,000,000 In
the same perfod in 1907, and §39,000,~
600 for the eleven months ending De-
comber 1, 1908, Imports of lnces, edg-
ing and embroideries, which are also
unfittad for eating purposes, or ¢ven
hard wear, showed a decrease of §$12,-
000,000. There was a loas of $20,000,.-
000 in the imports of manufactures of
fibers, and $5.000,000 in manufactures
of woolen goods. Foodstufls we wera
obliged to have, regardlesy of ths
strained fAnancial situstion, and the
dfmports of $269,000,000 for the eleven
months are only $17,000,000 les= than
for the samo period of the preceding
year, A considersble portion of this
difference was due to the reduced val-
vatton, the asmount imported heing
about the same as in 1907.

There were, of couryy, some heavy
decresses in other necessities which
were imported, and this in the aggre-
gate ran into a lurge sum, but in no
single item approached the propor-
tionate decreass that was shown (n the
Juxuries. Imporis of hides and skins
decreased $22.000,000, Indla rubber
$12,000,000, wool £15,000,000 and iron
and steel and thelr products about
$18,000,000. Crude materials for use
in manufacturing declined from §436.-
000,000 to 3319,000,000, and thers was
a decline of $90,000,000 1n the Imports
of manufactures for further use in
manufacturing. thoss two tems re-
flecting the contraction in trade In this
country, In ths exports, a short arop
in wwheat in other parts of tha world
resulted In an increass of §15,000,000
tn the wvalue of that cereal exportad
up to December 1, as compared with
the same peried In 19507,

uffs as a whole, however de-
creased $5,000,000, and meat and
datry products were $20,060.000 lesa
than in 1807. Undsr ordinary clrcom-
stances the ahowing would be regard-
ed an highly infavarable, but in view
of tha rematkabls conditions which
prevailed at the beginning of the vear,
there ia nothing in the fAgures which
reflects any permanent trouble. With
avernge crops lo this country this year
the business for 1908 will undoubt-
edly makes up for the shortage of 1908,
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Governor Magoon's recommendation
that the wreck of the Malne be re-
moved from the harbor of Havana
nould be favorably soted upon. The

biowing up of this battleship marked
the beglnning of a history-making
epoch in this coumtry: but there Is
nothing to be guined by keeping the
old, Dattered hulk &s A meénace to
nayigation 18 Havana herbor. The
jesson ‘taught by the events which fol-
lowed destruction of the Maine have
sunk deep in the hearis of Americans,
poace has been restored, and' tha
Maine can no longer serve any good
parpose by remalming as &n eyesore
to so many people who have always
professed a skepticlsm regurding the
causes loading up to hor destroction.
If the old hulk cannot ba floated and
brought to this country for restoration,
she ahould be removed where she now
Hes.

TO PAUTERIZE EVERYHODY.

Who are the paupers? Who are
they who must be sapporfed by the
public? It is pitiful, every Way.

On the one hand are thoss who fall
to the position of poor-houso InmAates,
to bo supported by the public; on the
other hand the beggars, who go to the
Legislature, and beslege the doors of
the Common Couonell, clamorous for
“more"—who have no ides whatever
of getting their Wvelihood In any other
way than by preying on tha publie,

Now also comas & class betweean
thess, favored by such as ought to
know better, that “'where DOVErty €x-
t=ts in the home state ald should be
given.” ‘This was the opinion dellv-
ored by representatives of charities,
st the White House last Monday, It
ts not recorded that President Roose-
velt foll in with 1t

There could be no way of patuper-
ising tha majority now, and fOgally af
pauperizing the whole people, uill to
thina If, where poverty exists in the
hame, state ald {8 to be glven, we shail
very aoon dmve a natlon of paupers
and none others.

But, of course, if the stale s to
grant the petition of every oftice-hold-
Ing and office-secking gang, for anow
offfclal places and for larger salurics,
then we should do better to “go di-
rect to the people,’” and supply all de-
ficlencles, where “poverty exists in the
home."

This whole thing really is appalling.
Hepkers of official emoluments, who
hold pp their heads and make claim to
reapectabiiity, as well gs Inmates of
the poor-houses, whd long ago lost all
sonse of dignity and all Incentlve to
effort, allke clalm support from the
industry of those who are willing to
work, and who practice self-denial
with their industry; and then a mls-
taken philanthropy or benevolence
comes along, with a proposition that
whenever poverty exists in the home
the state shall supply I1ts wants. The
whes] has comae full cirele. The Indus-
trious public Is preved upon alike by
its ofticial and by lt2 pauper life,

LIGHET ON DMVORCE.

The discussion of the divorce gues-
tlon seems (o be passing from that
primitive stage where texts from the
Pible nre supposed to sstile every-
thing, into a wider and probably high-
¢r domain. The aclentific soclologista
have taken s hand in the matter and
afMirmed that the great number of di-
vortes which seems oo many to be a
startling evil, is really the slgn of a
forward evolutionury process, 1t will
lead, they say, 1o hetter relations be-
tween the sexes than have ever before
existed. Ths Indications are thut the
new relations will be much more free
for both sexca. This opinion of tho so0-
clojogists, which is guoted and some-
what elaborated fn a lute number of
the Springficld Republican, may or
may not be correct. Sinee everything
human s in a process ¢of unceasing
change, whather we llke it or not, 1t Ia
quite lkely that the murrings relation
of the future is destined (o Do some-
thing dflerent from what we are ac-
rustomed to see. It may be beiter or
it may be worse. Pretty certalnly it
will be différent. and no doubt our
multiplieity of divorces i= lending us
toward It.

It is & serious arror to Jook upon
the diverce problem in the United

Btates as something unique, The
whola civilized world has It In one
torm or snother. In  all  countries

there are more divorees than former-
ly, und in all of them there (» onec
party which regordis the phenomenon
a8 & menacing evil, while another
thinks it is a step upward to some-
thing better than marriago a5 we have
it. Time will show which s in the
right. But it will help us o think
clearly on the subject, If we fix the
fact in mind that, Hke most olher
modern soclal gquestions, tha dlvorce
problem is not local, but worldwide,
and no solution can be found for one
country which does not serve for all
couptries. We must also overcome
the pred!?nsmnn to think of divorce
a8 an ecclesiustical or theological prob-
lem. Of course the churches are in-
terested In i, and some of them have
pronounced vigorousiy agalnst it; but
after all, the settiement which finally
somes, will be brought about, not by
the decrecs of synods or conferences
of ministers, but through the opera-
tion of social and economic laws. If,
in the long run, the present form of
the family proves to be best for the
race, it will persist, no matter wWho
objeots to it or who defends i; If
gomething different Is needed for ra-
¢lal ends, then the present form will
be superseded.

So much must bo conceded. HBvolu-
tton knows nothing of theology and 1t
cares little for our sentiments, It pro-
peeds upon lts course with o headless-
ness which s often exasperating, but
which must be admitted as o funda-
mentna! fact in all out discussions If
we wish those discussions to be of any
valus. Wo must also admit that the
problem of divorce is not a thing
standing \p isolation. It & Intimate-
ly connectad with many other prob-
lems, and until they are all solved it is
likely enocugh that none of them can
be adegustely dizposed of. For ex-
ample, divorce is clozely dependent
upon employment. When wmvork s
stendy and wages good. men inclne to
bs loyal to thelr masriage vows and
the family flourishes. Whast the bread-
winner loses his job ha oftan becomes
restlesn under his obligations as &
husband and father. He secks rellef
by fight from a burden which seoma
too heavy for him and the deserted
wife resorts to tha dlvoroe court. Thae
number of divorges incressss largely
with every panlc. It rises and falls
with the cost of lving. It fluctuntes
with the price of svheat and varies
with tha oparations of the Beef trust
and the Stapndard Ol Company. A
writer in tho Independent has rocent-
Iy discoursed lucidly concerning the
sifects of the Dingley tariff ppon mar-
riage and divorce. His words are wiso
and his reasoning shows how wide &
subject the relation between the sexes
15, We cannot cut it off and daal with
it by itself. We must fnd out how to
prevent poverty and misfortune before

we can expect to maks marringe en-
tirely stable. Even then we shall not
be apt to succecd, because thera is a
Maquieting tendency of too many fal
things to develop discontent. Divorces
are as numerous among the Pittsburg
millionatres as thoy are among work-
men out of a job.

But perhaps the principal cause for
@ivorces ls the Indifferent care we take
in arranging marriages. A good be-
ginning would, in this matiar at least,
maks us much more becure of & happy
ending. People who rush into matri-
mony without either the physical or
mental qualifications requisits for that
desirnble estats are not lkely to ablde
contentedly within ita bonds. Some-
thing ke an examination before mar-
ringe s permitted may perhaps be re-
quired of swains, and maldens, too,
bafore a great while. Moral gqualifi-
eastions may also be looked after a lit-
tle, and & man may have to answer us
to the d&lscases he hides in his body
and how he came by them before hg Is
allowed to wed. Those diseases have an
unpleasant fashion of escaping from
the parent to the offspring and com-
municating thomsélves to the wife. A
little light on these dark corners of life
might perhaps help anewer the gues-
tion why we have so many divorces.
There {3 a relation hetween the so-
called “‘purity” of our conversation
and® Hternture and the ruin of the
home. The “purity” seeks to conoceal
knowledge which every human being
must acqguire, éither by good means or
evil. It can closo the good ways, but
not the evil ones. Honoe disease, mlis-
ery and divoros,

e ————————

THE COMING (HARTER.

The new charter, under preparation
for Portland, is well advenced. It
will follow, substantinlly, the system
known or designated hs the Des

| Mfolnes plan, but will differ to an sx-

tent in detail, and somewhat in extent
and distribution of powers assigned to
one executive departmaent or another.

Briefly stated, the plan, as propossd
for Portland, will substitote for the
present aystem a Mayor and six Coun-
elimen, all elected “at large” Two
candidates for Mayor and twelve or
jess for Councilmen are selected at
primaries, and the candidates for
Mayor and the six candidates for
Counellmen recelving the highoest num-
ber of votes at the election are to
constitute ‘the government.” Large
salarlee are to be propossd—some-
thing like $4000 for esch Counciliman
and 35000 or $6000 for the Mayor.
It wrill require four affirmative votes to
pass any measure. Exeocutive and ad-
minlstrative powers and dutles are 1o
be divided into seven departments—
the Muayor to be superintendent of
public affairs, or “the depariment of
state,” in the government, and each
of the six Councllmen to be superin-
tendents of one of the other depart-
ments—thes assignments belug made
by the Council itself, by a majority
vote. All other offlicers of the clty
are to be elected by the Council, and
all frenchises for public utilitios must
be authorized or approved by a ref-
erendum vote ut a generzl or special
election.

They who are looking for concens
tration {n city government will find
it here. Tha effort will be to make
the system non-partisan, and this 18
what it will profesa to be. Candidates

for office are not to be designated by

any party name; but, of course, thers
will be no way to prevent the slector
from voting for ar agalnst a cundldnts,
on the ground or knowledge that the
candidate is & Republican, a Demo-
crat, or what else. But the fact that
there may be only two candidates for
the Mavoralty and twelva for the
Councl] seems almost a recognition of
the existence of the two maln parties
and cxclusion of others. This our So-
clalists and Prohibitionists may not
K prove.

1t ix believed that a prowision for
“rocall” of elective officers will be In-
gerted, for this s & femture of the Des
Moines plan, and moreover is In con-
formity with the inciplent measure of
the general law of Oregon. Proposed
ardinances maoy be submitted to the
Council by petitdon, and if the peotl-
tloners so request, shall be passed
without alteration by ths Council and
submitted to the volers of the oty at a
spectal or general election, for adop-
tton. Buch ordinpances eannot he re-
pealed except by a vote of the people,

It wrill ba vhaerved that active par-
ticipation of the electors In this sys-
tam of government is Inviled; yot
probably, even certainly, no very
great number of them Wwill ba able to
participats intslligently, In the multl-
usde of guaestions that must be treated,
without mora study and effort than
most are likely to employ. Yot it may
be feared, parhaps axpeclted, that the
chief oocupution of our more ambi-
tions and contentlous citizens, under
the system, will ba what Burke called
vy petty war of village vexation"” We
have that now, indeed; but It s lim-
ftad to the Mayor and Councilmen.

DR WHEELER'S STATISTICS.
Dr. Wheeler, ex-City Physician, Is a
very nice gentleman, an expert in his
professlon and a good citizen; but In

“the sclence of polltics and the art of

making ten or a dozen joba gErow
iwhere only one has grown before, he
ta "way behind the trmes. Tho health
of the clty under ths regime of Dr.
Wheeler was axcellent, his sajary was
reasonable, the cost of his offices to the
taxpayers was Light, the spread of ¢on-
tagious diseanses awvas prompily checked
before they began to make an impos-
ing showing in “statistice,” and our
schoolrooms were fres from the
presence of nmateur medlicos who at
$100 per menth pawed over our off-
spring to see that thelr nosss were
clean,

This non-political physician had a
communication in yesterday's Orego-
nilan which requirea very little expla-
nation. It was made up of ofielal
“gtatistica” showing the svork of the
healths department under Dr. Wheeler
and that of his successor. With his
limited salary, smal! force and light
axpensa socount, the hest that Dr.
Wheeler could show durlng 1906, the
last calendar year of his administra-
tion, was 185 cases of diphtheria, 58
cases of scarlet fever, 135 cases of
typhold fever and 88 cases of small-
pox. That, according to one of Dr.
Wheelar's coritics, was “all that the
city pald for.” Note the Improvement
In business during the year 1908, when
his suoccessor was In charge.

The policy of expansion to meet the
demands of ths higher galaries and in-
ereased foree, has apparently resulted
in a corresponding increase in “pre-
veninble transmissible diseases,” for
the present health department, with
all of s increased facilitles and ex-
pense, wias unable to keop diphtheria
down to Jess than 412 cases, more
than double the number in the last
venr of Dr. Whealer’'s admintistration.
Of scariet fover there ware 11§ cases,

|

typhold fover 247 cases, whilo small-
pox, which Dr. Whesler hald down to
83 cases tn 1906, got beyornd control of
the present administration to such an
sxtent that 200 cases were reported.
What more could ths taxpayers nsk
for thelr money Ilere we have In
thesa four “preventable transmissible
disenges” o total of 1076 cases Iast
year, compared with but 424 cases in
1806.

Of courss some of the old fogies
may contend that less disense and
small cost for the health depariment
are preferabla to existing conditions,

but such a contention will never be

sustained by the hungry salary-grab-
bers for whom the taxpayers of the
City of Partland sre proving such
good things.

————————————

To dnte the Seattle Timea and the
Phtladelphia Inquirer are the only two
newspapers In the United Biantes that
nave entersd any objection to sending
the Libarty Beli to Portland and the
Seattle Bxposition. It Is not difficult
to find reasons why the Philadeiphia
paper should prefer having the relle
remain in the Quaker City, where all
who desired to seo It would bo obliged
to malke a trip to its permanent resting
place. It ia puxmling, however, to aAc-
count for the attitude of tho Beattle
paper, for {f the Liberty Ball is sent
to Seattle, it will be far and away
ahead of any other stiraction thers,
in exciting the Interest of the Paclfic
Coast people. Fortunately for the
great Northwest, which hopes ta view
this priceless relic, the Philadelphia
North Ameérican is as strongly In fa-
vor of sending the bell out West as the
Seattle Times and the Philadelphia In-
quirer are opposad 1o {ts comlng.

In presenting to the Legislature a
bl designed to save the state some-
thing like $40,000 per year rather than
to tap the hard-used public coffers of
a large sum, the National Guard As-
sooletion should be halled as refresh-
ingly original, to say the least. This
bill la, in effect, & revision of the mill-
tary code, it 15 pointed out, and iis
purpose Is to bring the state guard up
to a regular Army basis In point of
organization,. in order that Oregon
may continue to draw the Fadernl ap-
propristion under the Dick bill. Its
most important effect will be the re-
moval of the guard from the pale of
palitics, for, as is pointed out by the
association, politica killed more men
in the Spanlsh-American War than
d4d the Spanish und Fllipinos.

Professor Ferrero undoubtedly is
right about Antony and Cleopatra.
Antony ‘wanted money. Ha had
dreams of vast political achlevement,
and expected to divide the Roman
world with Oectavianus, taking for
himself the provinces south of the
Mediterranean and those of the Far
Eust, leaving to his rival those north
of the Mediterranean. For this scheme
he yoked with Cleopatra; whom he
married, although he had left behind
a lnwful svife iIn Rome. And this
wife was Octavia, sister of his great
rival, O¢tavipnus, Aniony wis a great
sorub. To tha whole world of English
readers Shukespeare has glven him by
far too good a characier,

If & new county ls to be formed out
of portions of Douglias and Lane, the
reagonable method would be to unite
the westera portions of the Two coun-
ties, making another coast county and
filling up the tler of coast countles
from Clatsop to Curry. It would be
an awkward method of division to
apiit lengthwise, for & mnew county,
two countiss alresdy too long from
east to west.

Graingrowers Iin the bunchgrass
oountry are finding comfort in weather
condltions, past and present. Owing
to an unusually dry Fall faw weed
seads sprouted. Now the soll is thor-
oughly wet, they will be up in time to
be killed when harrowing for Bpring
grain begins. There Is. 4 golden Un-
Ing to every Oregon snow cloud.

Not & week passes that the Oregon
newspapess do not record ths sale of
ten, twenty or thirty-acre farms in all
sections of the state. These transfers
mean purchase by new sottlers. But
they make hardly an appreciable addi-
ton to the populatlion and thers ls
roam for & hundred thousand more,

There Ia & Democratic Banator be-
cause one faction of the Repubilcan
party, In order to got advantage over
anolher. took Btatement Ons—not
supposing 1t would lead to the pit. Yet
this faction no more belleved in State-
ment One than the ojher. It will be
useless to set that trap again.

In refusing to extradite Rudowles,
¥Mr., Root has probably disappointed
the Czar's detectives, but he has mah-
tained the best American tradition and
he has plepsed everyvbody who be-
Hevos that Hberty 1= worth fighting for.
Thers was & time when every pgood
American was a rebel.

Representative Orton is right In his
demand that all billa Introduced “by
request” should crorry on thelr face
the name of the person or assoclation
maldng the request. In these bllls
there 18 & jJob,—every one,

Oregon’s commlissionars of the Se-
attle Falr make what they think &
splendid showing for the money
($100,000) piaced M thelr hands; but,
like all others avho handle publie
money, they want “more."”

The state capital would ba of small
yalue to Portland, or the State Falr,
either. But to the vast majority of
tha peopls of Oregon it would be con-
venisnt to have them In Portland.
They ars to do as they please about it

Why not get along for a coupla of
years -without any taxes? We com-
mand this solution of the muddle o
all concerned us llkely to please maore
people than any other.

Benator Stephenson, of Wisconsin, is
charged with having bought the pri-
mary nomination for “more than
$106,000.* Shocking! But isn‘t he
tha people’s cholce? -

A New Jorsey preacher thinka the
uplift movement shofild be extended
to ‘“the kitchen girls,” It is, else-
where. They use the ollcan In the
morning.

Congressman Rainey surpassed his
name in his attack on tho President.
He waa worse than rainy; he wias a
regular wind storm.

Whan Imprisonment- for lifs means
pardon in fifteen years, why let the
gallgws gat rusty T -

TO THE SCRAP HEAP WITH IT.

Vigerous COritielsm of the BIl for e
Pure Milk Supply.

WOODSTOCK, Or,, Jan. M.—(To the Bdi-
tor.)—Seme days prior 1o the meeting
of the Legislaturs you had something to
say about & certaln bill that was to be
introduced ostensitily for the purposs of
giving Portland a cleaner milk and eream
supply. Theérs was also s rounding up at
the Commersinl Clud of o few interesiod
parties, nolably croamerymon of Fort-
land, to give the blll a sort of a mendoff.
Since that time the bill in question has
been duly Introduced and probably com-
mitted; averything has also probebly been
duly placed in shape to have it passid
in schedule order. 1 had hoped that some
hardworking dalryman or farmer would
have noted soms sort of proleat agninst
thlz, one of the latest attempis to swell
our tuxss and to provide places to feed
nt the public crib. This, then, Is my
excusa for writing

Now, I take It for grantad that the
bill, as printed In The Oregonlan, Is in
the shape &8s presented. It [a 20 word-
&d that one might belleve that It wWas
to be of beneflt to the farmer. This'is
not so. ‘The bill as brought in is only
of banafit to ths creamery man and the
followns who are to be provided with a
job. It provides that the Food Commis-
gloner is to have the appointing of
threa men at o salary of 1100 a year
each, with §500 thrown In for axpensas.
Thoy are to ses that the farmer’'s or
dalryman's good wile or somoona also
thoroughly washes the creamn sepa-
rator, that the farmer clexns out hin

CARNEGIE HERO FUND AWARDS.

Twenty-Six Persons HRecogulzed by
Medals snd Moncy for Lifesaving.
Pittsburg Special to Chlcago Tribuns.
The Cornegle hero commission today
hnnded down 28 awards of money and
modals for heros and herolnes all over

the country.

Perhups the most unique awards made
by the commission wero those In con-
noection wilh two Indlana who sppoar
to have done some good iifesuving work
fn thea Weat. The Indians were Peter
Dean and “Indlan GQeorge.' A year ago
they were deck-hands on a steamar on
the Colorsdo River, when a womin
went overhoard with her chlid, The
{ndlans jumped in after her. Dean was
drowned and “Indian Géorge” nearly
drowned, hut the woman and chlld wera
gaved. The young wife of Dean was
glven n medal and $25 o month for 1ife.
“Indinn George” gets a medal and
$1000,

Sarah H. Kllikelly, of Pittsburg, who
irx 70 yoars of age. recelved e sllvaer
medal and 375 per month for the rast

barn befors 12 noon of svery day, and |

also that he washes'hls cow’'s udder

before milking.
Three cow policemen could not keep

track of this work In one eounty. HowW | sear with him.

in the name of common genso can they
taka cara of the whole state, If each
one of these men had an sutomoblle
and one-third of the stnte asaigned to
him? He could not vieit all the dslry-
men and farmers more than onde A
year, and what good would It do, even
if he suw them twice? I know It to be
A fact that Portland creamerles draw
cream, not only from all Oregon, but
alsp from other states tributary to
this clty.

1
I

Then, agaln, 1 should fike to ask tho |

sponsors of this bill how they
procecd; how they would lke to go
into a cowbarn at half past 3 on &

frosty morning amnd wash cows' udders
and then attempt to milk 25 or 30 cows
with dry hands?
The thing in Impossible nnd the
whole scheme Iz abaurd. There i3 Do
gnead for such tomfool nonsense If
they must have an alteration Iin the
iaw, then let them do thiy: Make It
a misdemeanor for any man who does
not stable hig cowsa In such & manner
that no flith can attach to the udders
and that eaoh cow has not les: than
400 euble feet of alr space. Soch &
measure would do more to Insure clein
dairy products than a hondred inspect-
ors ocould furnish, and it would be
tean galling to a hard-working clssa of
people. The wholée blil is a fraud on
the farmer in the first plice and o
graft on every taxpayer. The Bbill
nhould go to the scrap plla Instantor.
GEORGE POPE.

VUSELESS PREMIUM ON SLAUGHTER
Mr. Beebe So Charncterizes Effort to
Lengthen Duck-Shooting Seamon.
PORTLAND, Jan. 26—(To ths BEd-
ftor.)—1 indorse fully the pratest voloed
by Willlam L. Finley In vesterdny's
Oregonian against theo bills Introduced
in the State Legislature providing for
o lengthening of the open season for

duck ghooting.

There ¢tan be no doubt of tha truth
of Mr. Finley's statements regarding
the effect of ench actlon, and the splrit
of fhose szo-cnlled “mportsmen” wWho
wish ft. The writer has spent a num-
ber of weeks ench Fall for tha past
ten years on Upper Klamath Lake, and
has also pessed two Winters therae
He s therefors in a position to contirm,
through petrsonal and extended obsor-
vation, Mr. Finley'a statements: First-—
That ducks breed In thls section In
Ixrgo numbers (Lthelr mating beginning
about March 1, or even earller In an
openn Spring), and, second, that tha de-
creass Ib total number of ducks found
hera in the Fall has been larges and
continuous for the period named.

Mr. Finlay's statement that the pres-
ent open scason shonid be shortened—
not lengthenedi—in nlso absolutely cor-
rect. Many of the ducka bred In this
section are unable to fly by Beptemher
1, the dats now sat by law for the open:
ing of the sdason in Klamath County.
It i1s possible to knock  over these
fiedglings with a club In the marahes,
and the writar Is personnlly cognizant
of two Instatces in which thls “sport”
has heen npracticed. Tha slaughter
possible with A gun may ba tmagined.

The season should open mnot eariler
than September 15, as was tha law In
this county previous to 1908, and should
closa not later than February 1, as at
prosent.

The writer begs to join Mr. Finley in
his requost to The Oragonian to use it

powerful Infiuesce against the anact-
ment of the menfires now under con-
glderation fn the State Legislaturs,

~hleh measure can have no result other
than to pruvide [nerenmed opportunity
for slnughter by game hogs and o ac-
celorats’ tho already rapld dissppesr-
ance of one of the most beautiful and
valuable of our wiid birds

ALFREED L. BEEBR.

PREVENTING CRUELTY TO HORSES.

Yamhill's County Trensurer (o Walk
te Portiand in CGoe Day.
MMINNVILLE Or, Jan, 2—(To
Edltor)}—In Inst Friday's Oregonfan 1
tco that someone in Portlund connedt
with the Humane Soclety la represented

thoe

as criticising Prestdent Roossvelt for his
d Lo
hnd

pi-mile ride in one day, and is sal
have averrsd that If the Presldent
passed through Portland on siuch
he, the offlcer reforred to, woul
felt 1t his duty to have him arvested.
wNow, as [ remember the account o
ride, recently glven In The O

ar),
the President had four relays of horses,
which would make an average of only 2434

miles for cach Borse. A man who knows
as much about horses as Prosident Roose-
velt, and {8 algo an ardent lover of horses,
would be very likely to divide distances in
pcpordancs with the time which efch
horse would have to rest betwesn thoe out-
ward and the return tripa The Presl.
dent'm favorite horse, on which he Jeft
the White Howse, D. C., having the long-
est rest, would probably be ridden about
16 miles out: then, after an nll<lay rest
and the best of care, ridden the same dls-
tance back In the evening, making a
total of 30 miles during the day.

Before the mlvent of railronds, the
writer ussd frequently to ride on homms-
back from MeMinnvilie to Poriland In
fact. he has n good snddle animal stand-
ing Jn the satable doing nothing, and has
been contemplating & ride to Portland
on horseback, just to revive the recoilec-
tion of olden times, but elnea reading the
ebullitions of Portland’s humanitnrian, he
has concluded to walk. - Although & years
pld, the writer enn still walk from Moc-
Minnville to Postland, a distance of 40
nmiflea, in a dry, without runping the risk
of being wrresied for cruelty to animals.

. H Z FOSTHR

Lives fn Twe Towns at Onee.’
Winsted (Comnn.) Dispstch to the New
York World.

Burr Beecher pays one-half of the
taxes on his houss to this town and on
the other half to the town of Norfolk,
bocausa hin home wtands In both. Hs
eats In one town and alecps !n the other,
His bad Iz .80 situated In an upstalrs
chambar that oftentimes he goes to slcop
in Norfolk and awakens in the morniog

Jlnthnm

would |

of her life for saving the lfe of a
nelghbor's gervant girl. Laat Septem-
hor Miss Killikelly wan calling on a
nelghber when the clothing of the serv-
ant took fire. Miss Killfkzally graspod
the servant and threw her down on the
floor, wrapped & tng over her, and
holding her down called to her to keop
her mouth closed so as not to inhale
the flames The aged woman inhaled
some of the flames hergelf and for
some time was 1ald up, but she now hus
fully recovered,

Abner 1. Kuvkendall, of Beaumont,
Tex., was glven a brongs madal] for a
pecullar feat of Nfesaving, He risked
his life to zave that of o tramp nc Beau-
mont on Decomber 21, 1007. He throw
the tramp from the ralls and rolled
The tramp fled and
nas pever hean seen since,

John Hosko, Jr., aged 12, of Marble-
head, O., was awarded a bronza medal
and 82000, Bosko on AMarch 16, 1807,
saved Michael Pldilla, aged 7, from be=-
ing carrled out Into Lake Hrie on a
eake of fce on whioh tha boy had been
playing. ]

A pllver meda]l and $50 a month for
1fe with 35 a month additional for each
dependent ehlild under 16 was awarded
Catherind Schwendinger, wldow of
olin Schwendinger, of Dubtgue, T,
who was drowned September ¢, 1508, in
an attempt to save Louls J, Trout, 20
years old, who could not swim.

The cagh awards mads by the com-
mis=ion since Its organization in May,
1805, Including those mnade today,
amount to $163,452.28 and the pension
allowances $15,440 monthly. All tha
officera of the commission wers Teé-
elected.

ROTABLE CENTENNIALS IN 1509
Proccssion of Contennries of World-Fu-
mous Men That Marks the Year.
New York World

Yesiorday's oltention to the Toe
hirthday marked the beginning of that
procession of centenaries of famons
mon which makes notabla. the curréat

The next hundred-year pccuasion
. on February 3, when the Men-
sohn uanmniversary will be celabra-

February 12 will be dovoted joint-
to Lineoln and Darwin., For the
firat four subjects of the year's me-
morinl honors we have poel, musician,
statesman and great naturalist, and
this ranges of distinction Is found to
prevall strikingly among the namas
that tollow on the Iist

iy

the centenary

Thus March 1 brings
of Chopin, musiclan; Mareh 31 thint of
Edward Fltzgerald, poet nnd transin-
i

tor of Omityr Khayyam; June 19 that of
Richard Monckton Milnes (Lord Hough-
LoD, and poet; August 6
that poet laurents: Aug-
ust 90 that of ODliver Wendell Holmes,
poe a4 essnylst; Decembar 20 that
Astone, statesman. Alexander
Kinginke, whose hundreth an-
ry ocours August 5, was o dls-
tinguishsd historinn,

A tenary instance of minor note
tut curlous interest Is affarded by the
fact that In New York, January 18,
1500, Thomas Puine wrote his last will
and tesmtament. “T have lived ap hon-
est ond useful life to mankind" he de-
olapred in closlng: my lime has hoan
spent in doing good, and 1 dle In por-
foct composurs and resignation to the
will of my creator God” He dlsposad
among other things of his farm in Now
Rochelle, upon which he desirad to he
burled provided his body counld not beé
admitted to the burylng-ground of the
Quukers.

gtateaman
of Tan nn,

of G
'."'f’
niversa

WISHES DEFEAT OF BREAL'S BILL.

Writer Thinks Proposed legislntion
Pud for Single Clnim Ownern.

PORTLAND, Jan. 3.—(To the Hditor.)—
The Beal Bill, providing for the crulsing
of timber ch 5. and whinch passed the
Houea, 18 & ara blow to single-clulm
owners who are mogtly working men, lika
myself, and are not prepared to mest
the cxpense of having clalms criised a6
the Beal bill ealls for, should it pass the
Takes for instance myself. I own

Sanate
a claim in the Bine Mountains, 6§ miles
from Heppner. It takes three daym to

make the round trip In favorabls weathor
from Heppner 1o reach the olaim. The
wenther i8 so severa thore now that the
trip coudl not be undertaken. The clnim
hoas cost me 5700, including doubles taxes
and oxpenses golng back and forth, Now,
{7 1 have to pay n crulsee, 1t would meonn
& sacrifice of my claim or a rellnguish-
ment, and thero are hundreds of othera
like myself In Oregon. I hope the Llll re-
forrad to will ta dofeated, for the interest
of the poor IOA. 3. MORAN.

An Fxtremes Absmrdity.
Philgaelphin Ingulrer,

Oregon, which s an overwhelmingly Raé-
publican state with a Leglilature which ls
very largely Republican in both branches,
haa just electod a Democratic Benator—
much against the wishes of the majority,
but In accordance with s state law that
{s pecnliar In the extremwe

The situation 15 unparaiicied and Is &
eoncession to demagogy that ls un-Amori-
éan mpd in its essence umeonstitutional
1t all comes out of a primary law that
makes oven the Okiashoma system appear
crude.

Mumbers of tha Lagisiature were noml-
nated at the same time nx tho primary
for Benalor was held and candldntes wers
at liberty to subscribe to the proposition
that thhy would vote for the man for
the Benatorship who had the most voles
in the siate, regardless of his polltical
complexien. Enough Republicans did so
to tie thelr hands, and, although thay ex-
pected a Republican to win, thfy voted
for the Demoorat, who got the most votes
It {8 apperent that Mr. Chamberiain does
not properly represent his state.

Tts Devotlon Costs Dog Its Life.
New York World

Fifteen-year-old Arthur Morris, of
Westflold avenuo, HEiizabeth, N. J., s
mourning an Irish setter that lost lts

Hfs as a result of itz devotlon to the
lad. Young Morrls wont skating and re-
turnesd hame at nightfall, leaving his
muffier and mittens on the lea. The dog
found and lay down on the mittens, and
was stlll guardng them whan young
Morrle' fathar visited the pond to ssarch
for tha satter four houma Inter, It had
to ba enrried home, but it dled of cold
contrasted In its long vigil

Wellealey Cook Finda $400 Pearl.
Wellealey (Maas.) Dlspateh to New York
Tribune,

A pearl, which a jeweler estimated to
ba worth 3400, was found by Mrs, Mary
Meshan, & cook ot Wellesley Collage,
while opening oysters. At first she. be-
Hlaved It Lo be a pebbls, but becauso It
was excepiionally smooth and whits ghe
lnid it aslde. Later it as shown (o
sama of the membérs of the faculty, on
whase recommendation it was taken to

a Jowcler.

Life’s Sunny Side

the

J. Afdam Bede,, of Minnesota,
humotist of the House while ho was in
ft, and whose humor still bubbles, de-
spito tho fact that he wWas cleoted Lo
atay at home, tells the fellowing on &
friend of Mis who Lraveld fpr a carpet
tirms: .

vAfy friend,” sald Boede, “is of a sav=
fng turn of miud, and he recenily hiad
to muke a longish junket with two
trunks. Arriviog at the ralirosd #in-
tion, he approached & stranger stasd-
ing on the piatform and sald: "Are you
golng to Chlcago on thils train?

‘I am.'

“*‘Have you any baggoage?

“ o,

= *Well, friend, yon can do me a favor,
and it won't cost you R 1'vo got
two good-sized trunka hero and they
always make me pay excess for one.
You can get one checked on your ticket
and suve me some
“*Yes, hut I hay
*But vou Just

this traln.'
**8o I am.
Exchango.

cent.

tickat.

warsa wolng

pali
on
the conductor.'"—

I'm

- - L

Of a certain bishop, famous as balng
the piainest man England, tha fol-
lowing pleasing tale lu told;

One day as this homely parson sat
in an omnibus he was amaxed by thoe
persistent” staring of o fellow passen:
ger, who presently unburdened himself
as follows:

“You'ro & parson, ain't you?”

“Well, yes; that is 20"

in

"Look ‘sro, parson, would you mind
comin' ‘ome with me tg see my wifa?
Imagining the WwII& was ok ond
needad nsalatance, tha clers mn, at
great Inconvenienca Lo him weng
with the man. On arriving at the

houne the man shouted to his wife 1o
como down statrs, and when she did so
he polnted to the astonished Arsnn
and sald with a grin of dellg

Look ‘e ‘ore, Salrry. Yer snld this
mornin' as T wus the hug #t chap In
Eanglind Now, Jjust loo at this
bloke!"—Cleveland Leader,

- - L

{ragcible Magistrate — Officer, why
d1d you bring this prisoner befare
me? Can't you soe he's as deaf ns o
doof nuil?

Pollcemun—01 | was told ye'd glve
him & hearing, sor—Judge.

- - L]
Maud — Bolle doesn't wear Fronch

hecls any more, Her husband won't
lot her.

Bthel—I sald sho would lower her-
solf by marrying him.—Boaton Trans-

oript,

- - -
“I want yon” sald Mr. Dimtin Biax,

“to show that thia law Is unconstitu-
tional, Do you think you can man-
age 127

“Enaslly,” answered the attorney.

"Well, go nhead and geot familiar
with the cane."

“I'm already at home iIn It T know
my ground perfectly. It's the same
Inw you had me prove wus constitn-
tional two yeirs ogo'” — Washington

star.,
. . .

*Is there any Aifferencs in the mean-

Ing of the words 'nasutionl’ and ‘ma-
rine' ™ asiced Mr. Malaprop
“Not niuch,” roplled Mra. Malaprop.

“One in a cinnamon of the other'—
Chicago Record-Herald
L] - -

“T'd rather fwalts than eat”™ confided

the Bummer girl
“Thoy we'll hnve another dance In-
stead of golng to that fashlonable res-

taurant” remarked Uthoe thrifty swaln.
“And,” ha added mentally, “that's §6
saved."—Kans=as Cily Journal.

- - -

C.—0Gond morning, Bridget. I
hope your master and mistrean have
not forgotten that they're coming to
dine with me tonlght.

Cook — Indade and they've not—
they'va ordered n good hearty meal
at hame at 0 o'clock.—Huarper's Bazaar.
. . L]

Mrs,

“No," enapped the sharp - fuend

n at the door, “T aln't got no food

fur you, an’ I ain't got no old clo'es.
Now, xlt!*

“Lady,”* replied Harvard Hashap, 7T
eould repay yvou well. Glve me f square
meal and I'll glve yon a few lessons In
grummar.”—Cutholic Standard,

TIHE FARCE IN OREGON.

Grotesque Ouwteome of Attempt to Abol-
ish Represenintive Goverament.
Chicogoe Intar-Ocean.

The Oregon Laglsinture, overwhalm-

tngly Republictn, on ‘Tuesday Tre-
nouncaed s constitutional right to
eiect & United SBtates Senator and Its

party duty to elect a Republicnn Bane
ator,

As a dircot consequence of this dom-
bla renunciation It eiected to the Sen~
ate Governor Chamberlaln, a Demo-
orat

Phus Oregon will be ropresented for
plx yenrs in the Senate by o man whoote
politioal prinalplan the peopls of Ore-
gon Hlave d4i provedl, both tha
gtate eotls last Juna, when they
alectad a Republican majo to tno
Logislature, and agnin In November,
whon they wvoted for Mr., Taft and
agalinst Mr. Bryan

This grotasgue situation 4n the rasult
of the effort in Orogon to aboli=h rep-
ontative government and sircumveant

Conatitation of the United States
means of f Adircct primary device,
Cnfortunnstely thls majority was not
lef: froe to deal with the mstustion on
its morita by alecting some B¢ publican
acceptnble to the party at large,

Many Republican membera of the
Legislature had been

in

res
the

by

conetrainsd by
& furlpus ngltation to bind themaslves

specitically to ablde hy tha result of
the Benatorial primery under all elr-
cumsinnoes By thls «device v Bans

wita mada mo than

atorinl primary
meraly advisory, a
Mambers of the TLeglinintnre

having

2 It In In Iliinole

wore put
cither to
ce & cOn-

lemmn. ©f

in the ¢

deniy & perty duty¥ and renos

ptitutional right or violata a &pecifio
pledge.

They choso to abide by the apecific
pledge mnd kont thalr pe 11 honor
clean. They did right, 1
the circumatnnces, but th
vata right wWis L)
by other clrcums

B
Very Much to tie Purposs,

Cur old friend, J. Hanneagny surphy,
writes thus to The Oregor v

“T take the following from Covarnor
Gaorige 1. Woods' message 1o the Logis-

0

years ago

lative Assembly

my

e negrnrar
but allera
the neccssa
requires that
upem  Llin statuie. Hoth
security of personal i
wall defined, whils eonstani charnge
thm P involve every
unsertalnly.

Mr. Murphy adds this comr
ought to makes known our ;
the Almighty for hils goodness v
ug favored onvs, sinca these w
written, and humbly to thunk him for our
wonderful progreas in all t kr, luniies
and jackasspoulltios, since thexe old fo-
gies held undistorbed dominion over s

tands

mind and

Grandson's Leguney to Keep Sober,
Ealtimora Nown. .

Matt, of New York, an qacto-
genarinn, to his graadeon the
sum of $6000 on condition that ha would
not mmoke or drink alesholle Nguors
untll he reached his st yewr.




