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THE SEW YEAR.

It Is only a couple of centuries since
we really began to Improve the world.
See what has been done Steam, elec-

tricity, scientific medicine, democratic
government, human freedom, the
ory ol evolution and common-sens- e

religion are all Inventions of the last
200 years. What were people doing
before they began to Improve?
They found plenty of occupation, but
it was in trying to escape from this
world to a better one. The Idea that
we might have a delectable paradls
right here among ourselves without
Journeying beyond the Milky Way to
reach it never occurred to them. So

they Bddled around the world in lit-

tle ehrps that could only go when the
'

wind happened to blow the right way
, and waded over the land through
; roads hip deep in mud and sent their

messages to Asia and Africa by men
,on horseback. - Three-quarte- rs of the
- people who were unfortunate enough
' to be born died in babyhood. Plagues

swept unchecked upon the cities and
misery IhIJ waste-- ' the countryside.
-- Who is It that mourns for the days
that are gone?" Nobody who knows
how much better the beauteous Now
is, and above all "the divine To Be."

Francis Bacon was the man who
taught us what to do with the world
to make it a good place to live in.
There had been dreamers before his
time, marvelous dreamers. some of

..them conceiving heaven with potent
vision and calling us upward with

i voices whose reverberations still shake
the universe, but none of them dis-- .'

covered the way to the
earth. Francis Bacon found the way.
Mankind took a hundred years or so

J to think over his ideas. Some
thought they were wicked; some

I called them mad. Then it dawned
J upon everybody that they were the
i wisest teachings that had ever issued

from the human brain and the world
went to work to apply them. Won- -
derful beyond all the visions of Ori- -
cntal fancy have been the results. In

! whatever direction the human race
' has gone with Bacon's magic wand of
! Scientific Method in Its grasp It has
J conquered new kingdoms, while be- -

yond them in endless panorama we
'. behold other kingdoms more inviting
I and more strange. Lake the Roman
! armies from the Invasion of Greece

and Asia, our Inventive scientists re- -i

turn constantly to celebrate new tri-- J
umphs and at every triumph there is
a display of treasures never heard of

J before. But our conquerors differ from
those of the. ancient 'world In that

! they plunder no cities and devastate
J no kingdoms. They are creators, not
' destroyers. incir . treasures are
) brought home from the unpeopled

realms of the I'nknown.
! Whfrc will It all stop? When will
J this march of progress which sweeps

us forward faster and faster every
year come to an end? Perhaps it will
never end. There Is no apparent rea-- I
son why it should. At every step we

' have taken tfcere have been plenty ftt
old fogies, sapient and sad. to shake

J their despondent heads and say "This
Is the last. Tou might as well sit
down and begin 'to weep, for you can't

; go any farther." But they have never
been right. We always have gone
farther: and the very step which the
poor old prophet declared must be the

! last has Invariably preceded some ad- -'
vance more wonderful than anything

'. that had ever been seen before. When
; Stephenson set cars running on his
i railroad the ravens wailed "You can
', never use steam on the ocean." Ful-- ;

ton used it on the ocean and then they
I sobbed, "Yes. perhaps you can get up
j a little speed on land and water, but

you can never fly." They worked out
, the loveliest demonstrations .to show
; that we never could fly." They gloat-- ,

ed over It. They luxuriated in the
; thought that at last the limit of hu- -

man ingenuity bad been reached. And
I now,' behold, we are flying. When

somebody praised Newton for his
great achievements he answered that
he had only played like a schoolboy
on the beach of the boundless ocean
and picked up here and there a shin-- rf ing pebble. In after years the sailors

'would come and venture out upon the
deep. The sailors have-com- Per--
haps they have not yet sailed far from
shore, but every year they go a little
farther, and all of us, following their
adventurous voyage, see new horizons
rising fmm the main.

Faith forecasts the future from the
past and says the progress of the
world will never cease. It will
broaden, rather, and march with ac-

celerated pace. The pos.imlt sighs
that the world Is as good as It ever
can be. The optimist smiles and
avows his robust belief that It win
grow better and better to all eternity.
Consider how divine Reason has at-

tacked the walla of Ignorance and bat-
tered them down. Think how ,she
has faced Death and made him retreat.
A hundred yeart ago out of every hun-
dred babies born In London seventy-fiv- e

died before they were five years
old. Now seventy-fiv- e of the hundred
live. Fifty years ago diphtheria slew
90 per cent of those it attacked. Now
$0 per cent live. And Reason has

'. done it. She faces Death with her in- -
exorable "Why?", compels him to an- -
ntver. and as soon as his riddle Is read
he loses his terror. Every day Reason
attacks new problems ar.d solves old
ones. Every problem solved means
an Increase of human happiness.

- longer life. easier circumstances.
: mitigated toil. With eagerly moving

;en Science is writing the great proc--
. tarnation that shall emancipate the
world from its slavery to poverty, mls- -
ery and vice. The Old Year leaves

" the world with a smile of triumph for
work well done. The New Year takes
the throne with uplifted eyes of hope.
We no longer ring out the old and
ring in the new. We keep the past,
for it has bc-e- precious. It is the
our.intlon for the future. We build

the new with the knowledge, the hope
and the courage we have gained from
the victories of the old.

HOW THE SKIP SUBSIDY WORKS.

Large numbers of subsidised French
ships as well as unsubsidizefl British
and German vessels enter the port,
sb that Portland has excellent oppor-
tunities for studying the practical
workings of the ship subsidy system.
Within the past few days a new feat-
ure of this legalized form of treasury
robbing has developed locally. When
the International Sailing-Shi- p Owners'
Association suspended their minimum
freight rates a few days ago there was
considerable idle tonnage at Portland
and Puget Sound, and dealers were
hopeful that there would be an op-

portunity to secure vessels at a rate
low enough to admit of working some
export wheat business. Exporters
could afford to pay 15 shillings per
ton for vessels, but owners have re-

fused this figure and have adopted a
novel method for reducing the ton-
nage surplus.

The French bark Rene Kerviler,
which arrived in the Columbia River
a few days ago, after sailing more than
half-wa- y round the world in ballast,
was yesterday ordered to proceed to
Australia in ballast in preference to
carrying cargo at 15 shillings per ton.
For the long voyage to the Antipodes
the French government pays a sub-
sidy sufficient to meet all of the oper-
ating expenses of the vessel, regard-
less of whether he is in ballast or
carries freight. This governmental
generosity enabled the owners of the
Kerviler to strengthen the freight sit-

uation to a slight degree with only a
small loss to themselves, and, as more
of these subsidized vessels will un-
questionably be ordered away in bal-
last, wheat shippers will be obliged to
pay higher rates for freight.

This transaction discloses to a
nicety how easy it is for the owner of
a subsidized craft to take money out
of the treasury, and, by using It in
operating his ship in ballast, thus to
force shippers to pay higher rates
than are warranted by the law of .sup-
ply and demand.

The Kerviler came from Hamburg
via Hobart, in ballast to Astoria, and
by the time 6he reaches Australia will
have covered nearly 25,000 miles
without carrying a pound of cargo.
Yet by reason of the French subsidy
she will show a profit on the voyages.
Great Is the subsidy system, but the
United States has not yet adopted it.

DEVELOPMENT OF AX EMPLRE.

The Oregonian today presents a
comprehensive review of the progress'
of Portland, Oregon, and the Pacific
Northwest during the year 1908. It
has been the good fortune of this
paper on many similar occasions to
note with pardonable pride the re-

markable Industrial expansion that
a year brings forth In this new coun-
try. But at no former period In the
history of this paper, or of Portland,
has It been possible to make such a
remarkable showing as is spread be-

fore our readers today. It is a plain
tale simply told, but the bare recital
of facts presented In Buch almost end-
less array is in many respects won-
derful. The absolute proofs In the
shape of official figures are presented
in detail. Portland, which entered
the year 1908 under the shadow of a
panic, for which the Pacific Coast,
although a sufferer, was In no man-
ner' to blame, closed the year with
new records for building permits, post
office receipts, foreign and domestic
commerce, and with greater activity
In all lines of industrial endeavor than
has before been recorded.

Host of all, that inexorable eco-
nomic law which decrees that the city
cannot grow and prosper at a more
rapid rate than the country on which
it depend.-!-, has been fully in evidence
throughout the Pacific Northwest.
There is not a hamlet, village, town or
city in the vast inland empire which
is tributary to this city thut has not
made progress during the year. The
cause of this widespread prosperity
Is not far to seek. It can be found
among all of the interesting statis-
tics and special articles which cover
practically all branches of the great
resources of the Pacific Northwest.
There is no occasion for surprise over
the phenomenal growth of Portland
and the development of the surround-
ing territory when It is noted that
eight of the principal staples of the
state Lumber, dairying, wheat, fruit,
gold, wool, fish and hops last year
contributed to the wealth of the state
a total of more than J70.000.000.

The whole world points to France
as an example of enormous riches.
Centuries of thrift and self-deni- al

have enabled the people of that coun-
try to pile up such enormous wealth
that it is estimated that a per capita
distribution would give every man,
woman and child $1100. France Is an
old country where all of the econo-
mies of soil cultivation and habits of
thrift that science and experience
have been teaching for centuries are
religiously practiced. Yet Oregon,
with her population Just beginning to
develop the country, with the extent
of her resources not yet known, or
fully appreciated, with more than two-thir- ds

of the state still virgin soil, and
with the application of modern meth-
ods Just being tried on that which has
been scratched over, last year showed
taxable property to the amount of
J600. 000.000. This Included only
$2,500,000 out of a total of $75,000,-00- 0

deposits in the banks, and a very
conservative estimate places the per
capita valuation of private property
in Oregon at $1250 for every man,
woman and child in the state

The ease with which the soil yields
up these fortunes either through or-
chard, dairy, ranch or forest and mine.
Is fully explained In the special arti-
cles covering the different resources.
But they do not. nor can they more
than faintly indicate the magnificent
possibilities of the future. Perhaps
none of us who have dwelt long
among these latent riches can appre-
ciate them to the fullest extent, but
an occasional unprejudiced view from
a distance affords a pleasing glimpse
of them. In the current number of
the World's Work appears such a
view from C. M. Keys, who says:

You may take a ruler. If you like, and
measure nut a block of Oregon 200 miles
square. 4O.000 square miles In area, that
ha no railroad worth while. Here ls a
land of infinite variety. Big lakes, rich
river valleys, forests that stretch untouched
over hundreds of square miles these are
Oregon. The resources of the state are yet
barely touched and this only on the fringes
of the state. Here are magnificent po-

tentialities asleep. Who doubts that some
day. within our time, they will be awak-
ened? They await one thing and one thing
only transporatlon. ,

That transportation, as will be seen
by the numerous projects outlined
and under way. is coming more rap-
idly than at any previous period in
our history, and the opening up of
this vast empire of undeveloped
wealth can not much longer be post-
poned. Portland and .Oregon made
a wonderful showing iu 1908, but

nothing short of a world-wid- e panic
will prevent that of 1909 eclipsing it
in every particular.

THE RKTCRX TO THE HOMELAND.

It is knotvn that many thousands
of immigrants from Southern Italy
into the United States had returned
to the homes of their nativity dur-
ing the past year. Undoubtedly
many of these have perished. Some
of them had gone back to Italy with
Intent soon to return to the United
States; others with a view to resump-
tion of life permanently In their old
homes. Movement like this Is con-
stantly going on. Many European
laborers who come to the United
States, finding cheap trans-Atlant- ic

fares, go back for the Winter to their
old homes, where living is cheaper.
They can save enough in this way for
revlsitation of their native land, and
then come back to the United States
in the season when they may expect
to find steady work and good pay.

It appears from a recent report by
Secretary Straus, to a Cabinet meet-
ing at Washington, that from Octo-
ber 1, 1907, to October 1, 1908, the
number of aliens who returned from
the United States to their old homes
was 717.814, almost balancing 724,112
who within that period had come to
our shores. It appears, then, that
our increase from foreign immigra-
tion during the year was practically
nothing; less than nothing, indeed,
since the mortality of the year in our
country would leave f. a minus quan-
tity.

It is usually assumed that these
people, coming to our country to earn
money and carrying back with them
every dollar they can get, leave our
country less wealthy by the amount of
money they take with them or pay
to the steamship companies. It is
largely an erroneous idea, hased on
the" notion that money is the only
wealth. For what these people have
obtained in money they have left an'
equivalent in their work of production
in the country; and their movement
is no Inconsiderable part of the busi-
ness of the steamship lines, whose
operation is an important adjunct of
general business ami commerce.

Wealth consists little in money;
mostly in lands and buildings and
goods. These foreigners help the
production of wealth In land, build-
ings and goods in our country, or
they who can command money
wouldn't hire them. Unless their
labor has been worthless they do not
make the country poorer by taking
the money they have earned out of It;
and, besides, since they have earned
the money it is their own.

NOT AS A MAN DIETH.
Jim Finch, essaying in his dire ex-

tremity the role of hero and martyr,
boastfully declares that he will "die
like a man.'" Since there Is a proba-
bility amounting to certainty that he
will die on the gallows, after the man-
ner provided by law for the disposal
of him who takes the life of his fellow
man, this declaration Is that of a
braggart, sustained by egotism, not
that of a brave man sustained by con-
scious Innocence or upheld by the be-

lief that the taking of human life was
in his case a necessity forced upon
him by self-defen-

Not as a man dleth, but as dleth
the fool, who failed utterly to order
his life along lines of true courage
and manliness, will Jim Flnchmake
his exit from this world, even though
he gucs smiling to the gallows.

The life of this man is an open rec-
ord in the annals of the several com-
munities in which It has lived.
It Is that of a political schemer who
made politics- - an Individual asset to
be manipulated for selfish personal
ends: of a man to whom the virtue
of self-contr- ol Is unknown; of a law-
yer who prostituted tho opportunities
of an honorable profession In the ef-

fort to make the worse appear the
better reason. In the Interest of those
who prey ' upon society. Falling,
"with wind of airy threats.' to awe or
overcome Ralph Fisher, who In the
discharge of duty secured his disbar-
ment for cause, he stole In upon his
victim and with a friendly salutation
upon his Hps deliberately shot him to
death.

This Is. in brief, the story of the
convicted murderer who talks val-
iantly of "dying like a man." He to
whom the manly virtues of temper-
ance, political honesty and self-contr- ol

had not successfully appealed, the
last act of whose life, as a free man,
was one of ungoverned rage and ab-
horrent cowardice, certainly did not
live like a man, according to any ac-
cepted standard of manliness. Nor
will he die like a man, even though
his defiant nature stands him in such
good stead that he will bo able to
mount the scaffold with firm steps
and. with his latest words, declare
himself ready to die.

EARNING POWER AND THRIFT.
In gross earnings the people of the

United States are making a more for-
midable showing than can be made
by any other people on earth. With
high wages and plenty of employment
for labor, with cheap lands for the
farmer, with mines, forests and fish-
eries yielding up wealth in great
quantities, It is much easier to earn
money here than in the old world,
where dense population and limited
land area curtail opportunities. But,
notwithstanding the large earnings
of the American people, their ex-

travagances are such that the sav-
ings make but a very poor showing
when compared with those of some
of the foreign countries. A Paris ca-

ble in The Oregonian the other day
said that, although general trade con-
ditions had suffered in 1908, figures
submitted by M. LeRoy Dcaulleu dem-
onstrated that the French claim to
the title of "The World's Banker" was
still unimpaired.

According to the figures of this emi-
nent statistician, the French people
are saving at the rate of $1,000,000.-00- 0

per year. So much of this money
has sought investment abroad that
France is now receiving an annual In-

come of $360,000,000 from her foreign
Investments and the present wealth of
the people is estimated at $45,000,-000,00- 0.

or more than $1100 per capita
for the entire population. This re-

markable showing . by a country but
little more than twice the size of Ore-
gon and with a population of more
than 40,000.000, quite naturally re-

flects conditions of thrift that have
not yet been adopted by the Ameri-
can people, but, as the population of
this country Increases and saving be-

comes a necessity, we may Increase the
size of the "rainy day" funds. We
are certainly making some progress
In this direction, according to sortie
elaborate statistics recently compiled
by the Controller of the Currency.

These statistics show that in 1820
there were but ten savings banks In
the United States, and the 8635 depos-
itors averaged but $131.86 each, a
per capita for the population of but
12 cents. Ten years later the value of

the Hennslts rer capita was but 82

cents, and it was nearly fifty years
later before ,it exceeded $10. This
year there are 1453 savings banks with
8.705,848 depositors, who have to
their credit an average of $420.47 or
$41.48 per capita for an estimated
population of 87,496,000. This, with
the single exception of 1907, is the
highest average yet scored in this
country. With the opportunities that
are available, this country, with the
population per square mile' that Is
found in France, would annually
create new. wealth of such staggering
magnitude that it would be difficult
to comprehend Its proportions.

The death of an aged woman, Mrs.
Walter Keating, a pioneer of Coos
County, resulted a few days ago from
burns received from her clothing hav-

ing caught fire while she was alone,
engaged In domestic duties. As is
usual in cases of this kind, the terri-
fied woman ran into the open air and
before help reached her was fatally
burned. Since there seems to be no
remedy for cases of this kind, the pre-

vention that exists in wearing woolen
instead of cotton garments should be
urged upon all elderly women who
live alone, and by reason of dim eye-

sight and the natural decay of their
powers are more readily subject to
accident by fire than are younger and
more active persons The precaution
is a simple one, and if observed would
save many lives from the tragic end-
ing so frequently recorded in the case
of elderly women. who are still trying
to take care of themselves.

Jacob Mayer, pioneer merchant, is
dead. ' We think no one now living
in Portland had been in business here
as long as he. He was among those
young Jewish merchants who came to
Oregon in the early time and began
business on a small scale, to be built
up by industry, intelligence, tact and
perseverance. Of our older Jewish
merchants, he was the last survivor;
nor, indeed, does there remain in
Portland any merchant' who was In
business here at an earlier day,
though there are successors of the
founders of older houses. Mr. Mayer,
oldest member of the firm of Fleisch-ne- r,

Mayer & Co., had not been active
in business for years past, yet was a
familiar figure on the streets of Port-
land, and at assemblies where he had
been well known from the early time.

Twelve acres of orchard at Central
Point, Or., were sold 'Wednesday to a
Los Angeles man for $18,000.. Fifteen
hundred dollars per acre is a pretty
good price for land whose merits were
undiscovered twenty years ago, but,
based on its producing powers, there
is nothing unreasonable in the figure.
This is a commercial age in which we
live, and people are not buying or-

chards at $1500 per acre for senti-
mental reasons. The tract sold
Wednesday was a portion of a well-kno-

orchard which has already
demonstrated Its worth by turning out
fruit yields that paid a handsome rate
of interest on much more than $1500
per acre.

It is well that Charles P. Taft has
retired .from the contest for Senator in
Ohio. His persistence could be' noth-
ing less than embarrassment, to his
brother, and his election would have
been most unfortunate to his brother,
for many reasons. Above all. It would
have been said on every occasion that
there was an effort on the part of
the President to dominate the Senate
through his brother, the Senator.
Charles P. Taft Is a moet worthy man,
but he shouldn't be Senator now.
Foraker, too, retires from the contest,
leaving the field open, apparently, to
Burton, 'whose character, experience
and standing will entirely justify his
election.

Wilbur Wright yesterday broke all
previous records for aerial flights by
remaining in the. air more than two
hours. There is undoubtedly much
room for improvement before the
aeroplane will become of practical
value, but enough has been accom-
plished this year to give the Wright
brothers and their machine a lasting
place In history. Not the least of the
remarkable achievements of 1908 Is
the first successful flights of a "heav-ler-than-al- r"

machine

Survivors of the earthquake in Italy
are still praying In terror. In such a
situation few persons will repeat
even should it occur to them the
Omar quatrain:
And that Inverted bowl we call the

sky,
Whereunder crawling, cooped, we live

and die;
Look not in it for help, for It, indeed,
No more can render help than you

or I.

Crows, in vast numbers, have de-

scended on the stricken districts of
Italy, "like a flock of ravenous fowl,
to t,he place where armies lie en-
camped, lured by the scent of car-
casses, doomed to death in the bloody
fight." Yet the crows may be help-
ers. But they make the scene still

"more gruesome.

Persons who are fond of special
Providences can hardly help finding
one in the presence of our fleet at Suez
at this time of distress for Italy.
Timely supplies can le forwarded by
these vessels and measureless suffer-
ing prevented. In all such catastro-
phes the worst misery flows from pri-
vations after the dramaltc scenes are
over.

When Mississippi shall show a wil-
lingness to elect a Republican Senator
It will be altogether proper for Ore-
gon to elect a Democratic Senator.
The non-partis- scheme should have
National scope and opportunity.

Governor-elec- t Cosgrove expects to
be at Olympia by January 11 to be
Inaugurated. That upsets a. most in-
teresting lot of plans by certain in-
genious and disinterested politicians.

Somehow the withdrawal of Sena-
tor Foraker and Mr. C. P. Taft caused
no great excitement throughout the
country.

New York spent a million dollars in
seeing the old year out. New York
somehow seems always to have It to
spend.

We charge nothing for the sugges-
tion that Foraker will
make an Ideal Minister to Dahomey.

Nothing will worry some people, or
cause them to shed any tears, but an
earthquake in their own vicinity.

As an Oregon exhibit, is there any-
thing the matter with the New Year's
Oregonian ?

No, Mr. Taft sees no need of any
Taft clubs in the South. However, in
1912 .

AX HISTORICAL, CORRECTION

John Mloto Relates Indian Scene at
W hitman's Station, In 1845.

SALEM. Or., Dec. 28. (To the Editor.)
Permit the correction of an error in

last Saturday's Oregonian, noticing the
death' ef John H. Howard, a pioneer of
1844. The scare (If it can be called such)
which occurred at Whitman station. In
March, 1S45, had had no known connec-

tion with the Whitman massacre in No-

vember, 1847.

Three men of the 1S44 immigration re-

mained behind the wagon trains on Green
River, at the 'trading camp of Brown's
Hole, two of them forming the gambling
firm of Sears & Payne, the former the
bully, and the latter the expert and the
gentleman of the combine. To them, a
very sick and weak young man was
glad to Join himself for the Winter as
hunter and campkeeper. Near the end
of Winter, this firm resolved to come on
to Oregon, which to them meant the
Willamette Valley. The young man had
so greatly benefited by air and exercise
of the region, that he resolved to come
forward with the firm. On Burnt
River, their horses were stolen by In-

dians, and the gamblers took the trail,
killed one Indian who clung too long to
his enterprise and took his horse and
gun, besides recovering their own horses,
and came forward with the least possible
delay. .

At Whitman's Mission, the young man,
who was very tall, found congenial com-

pany and permitted himself to be loft.
He was so tall that the natives called
him the long man. He began to teach,
but It was not many days until a party
of Indians arrived from Burnt River, in-

quiring for a long man and sat down
outside a local camp to give the reasons
for their quest to local men near whom
Ann Howard and some Indian children
were playing a game that brought, them
In turns near the strange Indians. She
had already learned so much of the na-

tive tongue that she learned the Indians'
object.

With great prudence In one so young,
she waited her chance to get to her
father's gunsmith shop, without attract-
ing attention, and she told him what she
had learned, and how. He tried to per-

suade her that she was mistaken, but did
not succeed. So she went to Dr. Whit-
man, who failing to succeed with How-
ard, said: "I'll send for the boy, that
tends our horses. If there are strange
Indians here he will know." The boy
confirmed little Annie's story. They were
strange men from Burnt River, and they
intended to kill the "long man." With
nightfall, a horse and Indian guide were
In readiness, and the "long man," Smith,
went quietly on his way to Fort Walla
Walla, where he was directed to find
the camp of a Catholic priest on the
river beach, and the '"long man" was In
the congenial company of a missionary,
as broadgauged as Marcus Whitman,
which Is saying a great deal.

The writer received the Information, so
far as it touches the Howard family at'
Whitman's station in 1S44 and 1845. from
Mrs. Sarah Ann Ross In the presence of
her husband and Mrs. Catherine Pringle
(nee) Sager, an adopted daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Whitman, somewhat older than
Mrs. Ross, whose statement I brought
with me from Prinevllle, in March, 1882,

and gave to the press of Western Ore-
gon, receiving verification by letter from
Mrs. Ross.

I correct the item In The Oregonian for
other reasons than a mistake, which gives
an honor to an older brother to a re-

markable act of prudence In a child so
young as Sarah Ann Howard was at that
time.

It would take a book to tell 'the after-care- er

of the "long man," then not 20

years of age. with a mind In his weak,
ungainly body, but a man who mads
a remarkable record in the 36 years he
lived in Oregon. J. Smith batched with
the writer and Henry Williamson in the
original Methodist Episcopal missionary
building In the Winter of 1845 and 1846.

Mr. Williamson was the first to success-
fully challenge the power of the. good
Dr. John McLaughlin as chief agent of
the Hudson Bay Company In Oregon, and
Mr. Smith was the first lay member of
the' Methodist Episcopal general con-

ference from the Pacific and much beside.
JOHN MINTO.

TWICE! TOLD TALKS.

A Tactful Crescendo.
Harper's Weekly.

"In the Province of Holstein." says a
traveler who spends a good deal of his
time abroad, "where, of course, nothing
is more important than the breeding of
superior cattle, the country people, are
not only very thrifty, but exceedingly
fond of their cows, as may be gathered
frohi a characteristic story current there.
' "I appears that one farmer was walk-
ing sadly down the road one day. when
the village pastor met him.

"Why so downcast, friend?" asked the
pastor.

" 'I have a sad errand, pastor, replied
the farmer. 'Farmer Henrlk's cow is
dead in my pasture, and I am on my way
to tell him.'

" 'A hard task. Indeed.'
" 'You may Well say so, pastor; but I

shall break it to him gently.'
" 'And how will you do that?'
" 'Oh, I shall tell him first that it is his

father who is dead: and then, having
opened the way for sadder news still, I

shall tell him that it is not his father,
but the cow!" "

Italian Revenjre.
Everybody's Magazine.

This is a story of Italian revenge. A

vendor of plaster statuettes saw a chance
for a sale in a d, bibulous
man who was tacking down the street.

"You buya de statuette?" he asked, al-

luringly holding out his choicest offering.
"Garr-r-ri-bal- I sell-- a him verra cheap.
De -a only thirta
cents'."

"Oh, fell with Garibaldi, said the bib-

ulous one, making a swipe with his arm
that sent Garibaldi crashing to the side-
walk.

For a moment the Italian regarded the
fragments. Then, his eyes flashing fire,
he seized from his stock a statuette of
George Washington. "You t'ell-- a with my

lie hissed between his
teeth. "So." He- raised the immortal
George high above his head and crash!
It flew into fragments alongside the

Garibaldi. ''Ha! I to heil-- a wld
your George Wash! Ha. ha!"

Chooslnar a Wife.
Buffalo Enquirer.

W. T. Turner, the Lusitanla's new cap-ta- n,

has for a motto: "To get to port
safe is to get there soon." He said in
New York the other day:

"To be quick, to be prompt that Is the
secret of success in sailoring life, and in
matrimony. At a Christmas dinner aboard
my old ship, the Caronia, the lady on my
right said:

" 'A good way to pick out a husband
would be to see how patiently the man
waits, when very hungry, for a Christ-
mas dinner that is behind time.'

" 'Madam.' said I, 'a good way to pick
out a wife Is to choose the woman whose
dinners, Christmas or otherwise, are
never behind time.' "

A Cabinet of His Own.
Cleveland Plain Dealer.

It must be gratifying to all Amer-
icans w'io voted for Taft as Taft and
not as the adopted heir of Roosevelt,
to note the independence displayed by
the President-elec- t in the selection of
his cabinet. William H. Taft shows
himself admirably independent, not
only in dispensing with the services
of the Roosevelt favorites, but also In
not hesitating to take the public Into
his confidence at this early day. He is
to have a cabinet of his own, not one
bequeathed to him by the abdicating
ruler. He Is to associate with himself
men whom he feels will be in sympathy
with his policies

AT THE RESOLUTION MART

A Bentiment for Today, by Arthur A.
Greene.

TT N aged Market-Keepe- r crouched on

r his skinny haunches before his place
of trade and mumbled his ancient pipe.
It was the newest day of the newest
year and much there was of barter that
came his way.

"Trade me riches In Nineteen-Nin- e

and I will foreswear purposeless
things," said one who came to dicker
with him. "I will give no largess to
the poor; I will count my treasure that
none may go after vanity;
the vintner shall die of hunger ere I
buy his wares; the siren may perish
ere I buy her smiles; fine raiment will
I scorn to wear and viands rich will
I foreswear to make my coffers full if
you will trade me riches, Market-Keepe- r,

In Nlneteen-Nine.- "
Thus to the Resolution Mart they

came to pledge their wares against
such benefits to come as might be
equal to the price they asked. The
patriarch through whom this commerce
passed, haggled and strove with- them,
letting them promise much, vouchsafing
little, until there came at last, a lonely
one, a stranger, who sought naught of
riches nor the tawdry goods of fame nor
any else that selfishness lusts for. He
only said, speaking the Market-Keep- er

fair: "I bring myself alone, stripped
bare of fro ward pride; I have no boasts
to make, no proffering of tear to give.

"I give myself to Nlneteen-Nin- e to do
withal as it may seem best.

"Give me to be honest with myself and
them I meet within the broad demense
of this fresh year. Give me to bring to
Sorrow's face a smile.

"Traffic me a spirit that shall know no
guile.

"From out thy store, if thou hast such
to trade, all such as suffer, give me grace
to aid.

"Sell me some little goodness and some
virtue for mine own, but If thou wilt not,
then at least fill me a measure of kind-
ness toward the other ones who live
their lives near mine.

"Make an exchange whereby some serv-

ice I may do to all who need, a simple,
homely service to the poor and they who
mourn.

"Mine ancient Market-Keepe- r, I seek
not to buy by resolution, dross of gold,
nor wealth nor ease, but only courage,
cheerfulness and health; a willing spirit,
a merry heart and Just a modicum of
),0peall those apart from selfishness and
greed and gain and lustfulness trade me

from out thy store my meed of useful-
ness."

Then to his feet uprose the Market-Keepe- r,

old. forgetting the shoddy and
the paltry he had sold, and smiling gave
an eager hand to him. "You shall, what
you ask; search the storehouse through.
For your high resolve I will give to you

the best that my market has of wealth,
since you come here to barter for others,
not self."

The Same as In Portland.
The Astorian.

This city and county are going straight
embarrassment of sense-

less
up against an

debt as fast as they can; the tax-
payers are honestly and genuinely
frightened at the prospect of the passing
of all stable values under the pressure
of exorbitant and absorbing taxes. No
sort of advantage has been taken of the
100 per cent advance in the assessed val-

ues of property made Dy Assessor Cor-

nelius this year; and there is no let-u- p

in the expedients for the profuse and
prodigal expenditure of the public funds In
every department of civic life here; every-

thing is being done to silence the call to
the Investor that can be done with any
legal semblance; and unless there is a
radical and summary change In tho poli-

cies now in force, we might as well dis-

band the Chamber of Commerce and
every other agency we possess for the up-

building of the city and section. There
Is no use arguing the matter: it Is past
all argument. The living, galling facts
are with us and it is up to those in au-

thority to save the situation. Will they
do it? ,

Kconouiy of Costly Foods.
American Medicine.

The economy of expensive foods Is ex-

plained by the fact that digestion, at
least In man. Is dependent upon flavors,
without which it is so defective that wa
do not obtain the good of the food we
swallow. As far as experiments go, they
substantiate these assertions, for the sight
and smell of pleasing food starts the flow
of digestive fluids, while disagreeable
odors and sights stop It. Delicatessen,
then, . would seem to be the staples, for
they are necessary. The talk of being
able to subsist on a few cents a day is
simply nonsense, and leads to deteriora-
tion of health. What seems to be ex-

travagance in food purchases may be
wholesome instinct. The high cont of
living Is partly due to the cost of the
flavors we need. We commend these
ideas to our worthy dietetic economists.
Uymen may not be so foolish as the
physiologists themselves.

Webster Could Do It, Too.
St. Paul Pioneer-Pres- s.

Daniel Webster has been usually held
up as an exemplar of the ponderous dig-

nity popularly- conceived as becoming a
truly great statesman. But no language
used by President Roosevelt, concerning
those who have libeled the acts of tho
government, has been stronger that that
used by "the godlike" Daniel concerning
newspaper statements accusing him of
saying he would like to see New York
city laid in ashes. In a speech made in
April, 1846, he said: "Well, now. sir. I
say a series of more direct, unalloyed
falsehoods, absolute, unqualified, entire,
never appeared In any publication in
Christendom. Every allegation here made,
every one. would entirely Justify the use
of that Impressive monosyllable which
some people are base enough and low
enough to deserve, but which a gentleman
does not often like to utter."

The Other Fellow's Wealth.
Washington Post.

Of course. It must be that Mr. Carne-
gie is really trying to help the poor con-

sumer, the downtrodden laboring man, by
advocating a reduction of the steel duty.
What does it matter it he has no finan-
cial interest In steel, and would not lose
a penny if the duty should come off? Per-
haps, having arranged to dispose of all
his own money so that he will have the
good fortune to die poor, he Is now mak-
ing similar arrangements for the benelit
of some of his old associates. Perhaps
he does not want to see them die rich
and disgraced. No; Carnegie is in earn-
est in championing the rght of the poor
consumer. He wants to see a proper
distribution of wealth. But he wants the
other fellow's wealth to be distributed
first.

Killed by Winnlne- - a 1 Hrt.
New York Tribune.

Samuel Van Dorn, the
son of Abraham Van Dorn, a negro,
living on Rocaway road, Jamaica, died
Wednesday of peritonitis. The last
thing he said was:

"Dad, I bet 'Jim' Smith a month ago
that I could eat a drinking glass. He
bet a dollar that I couldn't. I won my
bet, and my dollar's spent, so what do
I care if I do die?"

Van Dorn bought a ring for his best
girl with the dollar.

Found flO.000 In Tomato Can.
St. Louis Dispatch to New York Times.

Patrick Sullivan, an driver,
found a $10,000 bill in an old tomato can
which he picked up in an alley. Conrad
Reebe, cashier of the Southern Illinois
National Bank, examined the bill through
a microscope and said that it seemed to
be genuine. The bill is a gold certificate
and was taken to the subtreasury in St.
Lous for further examination

Index and Summary of
New Year Articles

SECTION i.
Portland Rose Festival ranks with the Ms

paceants of other cltica Coming festival,
first week In June, 1008. will be more
elaborate than ever. Pace 2.

Present output of dairying; In this stale does
not nearly approach the posslbtlitlua. Future
of this Industry in Orcon Is as yet un-

dreamed of. Page 4.
Oregon railroads are working- - hand In hand

with Oregon farmers to accomplish the best
development of the state to mutual advan-
tage. Page 4.

Oregon has greater forests of line timber than
any other state. Its- manufacture into lum-
ber is the biggest single industry. Page 5.

Fruit-growin- g is becoming very prominent in

this state. Conditions here are suited to
the best development of many varieties.
Page B.

Applea raised In Oregon are famed through-
out the country for their excellence and
command top prices- in all markets. Page 6.

Walnut-growin- g is attracting more and mors
attention and many large groves are set

out In Willamette Valley during past year.
Page 7.

Oregon prunes have won their way on their
merits into every state of the Union. Th
demand la constantly growing wKiar.
Page 7.

Pears are a remarkably profitable crop, this
fruit having been sold in the New Tors
markets by the carload at IS cents a pouad.
Page 7.

J. P. Carrell, a Kansas farmer, came to Ore-

gon in 1SU4. Starling with nothing on 4v

acres of brush land, his last crop of fruit
is worth about JftOoo. Pagu 7.

Wheat is Oregon's most Important crop.
Thousands of acres of good wheat land ars
aa yet untouched by the plow and await
settlement. Page lu.

Portland sets &Moat each season many csrgoea
of wheat that ara sent to feed the people
of foreign nations, l'age 10.

Flour milling is a prominent industry in this
state. Oriental markets have been un-

favorably affected, but outlook la good tor
coming year. Page 10.

Shipping statistics of past two yeara show
Portland to be one of greatest wheat and
lumber exporting centers in the world.
Page 10.

Diversified farming pays in Oregon. Soil and
climatic conditions are auch that It can be
carried on with great success. Page 11.

Vast water powers of state assure great In-

dustrial development In future when this
means of energy shall be harnessed.
Page 11.

Many avenues open to women In horticulture,
agriculture and stock-raisin- l'age 11.

Great railroad systems follow systematic plan
of publicity to exploit Oregon's resources
throughout the last. Page 11.

Portland votes $1,000,000 to purchase and lay
out splendid system of parks and boule-

vards that will add muoh to beauty of city.
Page 13.

City Is framing new charter that will provide
for commission plan of government. Schema
will soon be preseled to voters. l'age 13.

Oregon scenery Is becoming widely known and
attracts many tourlMs to this state. Page la.

Irrigation works are making unproductive
districts of state fertile and large crops
are grown on lands formerly thought worth-

less. Page 14.
Celery culture In certain parts of Oregon la

found to be profitable crop. uuallty of
product is high, l'age 14.

Climate of this state is varied, ranging from
8 inches of annual rainfall In east to iM
inches in Coast Mountains. Page 14.

Stockmen and farmers tell what they hava
actually accomplished In varied activities

- and products In this state. Page 16.

SECTION 2.

Portland will be made center of great live-

stock packing industry during coining year.
Page 2.

Stock-raisin- g will be greatly stimulated by

Pacific National Stock Show, now an annual
event. Page 2.

Public service corporation adopts all Im-

provements neeeded to keep Portland thor-

oughly up to date In lighting and car
service. Page 3.

Portland is a city known fur its line and
artistic homes, making residence condi-

tions ldual. Page X

Bull Run water, known far and wide as
ideal, source of city supply. Page 4.

Growth of clly schools has been remarkable
during past ten years. Page 5.

Progress is being made in founding Keed In-

stitute,-' a big educational project, provided
for by the will of Mrs. Amanda W. Keed.
Page 6.

Banks of city and state are on substantial
basis, with large and constantly Increasing
deposits. Page 6.

Portland is essentially a church city, nearly
all denominations found anywhere being
represented here. Page 8.

Portland Y. M. C. A. will have splendid now
home when building now under construction
is tlnishud. Pace 9.

City's sawmills export ovr 100.000.001) feet
of lumber annually to foreign markets.
Page 10.

Eastern Investors show increasing faith in

Oregon timber and ara constantly adding to
their holdings. Page 10.

Interurban electric lines prove a big factor
In the development of Western Oregon.
Page 11.

bKCTlON 8.

Portland is well equipped with modem and
handJtome theaters. Page 2.

City's .library has nearly to.000 volumes cata-

logued and an annual circulation uf 400,000.
Page 2.

Colleges of Oregon stand high. Both stats
and denominational schools supply educa-

tion to youth of this and other states.
Page 2.

Oregon's mines turn out yearly ores of great
value. Industry Is being developed to

greater extent each year, l'age 3.

Taxable property of Oregon assessed at over
000,000.000, or more than $looo for every

man, woman and child. Pane 8.

Growing of sugar bt-e- in Kastern Oregon
is a new and growing industry, l'age a.

Portland realty has incrcawed lurgvly in value
in past year and Is still climbing, l'age 4.

New residence districts are being opened up
in outlying districts and are rapidly set-

tled. Pugo 4.

East Side makes rapid progress, past year

being best in its history, l'age 4.

Portland Is a city where art receives much

attention. Some splendid collections here,

both public and private. Tago 5.

Oregon Is state where sportsmen find veri-

table paradise. Kish and all kinds of game

abound. Page fi.

Plans now being matie for another bridge to
span the Willamette River to relieve present

congestion. Page tt.

Building during !!" has been brlbk In Port-

land. Many business blocks rise throughout

business district, l'age ".

Modern structures are replacing buildings of

old type, giving city metropolitan appear-

ance. Page 7.

Commercial Club does great work for Oregon
during past year and plans for greater
things In l!")i. Page 8.

Manufactures of the state are steadily In-

creasing, both in variety of articles mads

and the volume of output. Page 8.

Harriman IIik-- s lay rails to distant sections
of state, besides making many bettermenis
to existing road in Oregon. Page 0.

Logging is one of the biggest resources of

staje. Billion feet of timber Is annual out-

put of country tributary to Portland.
Page .

Oregon Is state where strawberry reaches its
best developed. How to grow this luscious

fruit to perfection. Page i.
Improvements made to harbor and river chan-

nel make Portland ideal port, fitted to

handle all lines of shipping. Page 10.

Coast shipping Is being revived after back-

ward year and l!Jt promises much for tn.s

P.iiTroad now being built to Tillamook will
open up a rich but isolated territory.
Fsjfc iff

North Bank Road, completed during Vt
year, adds much to Portlands trade terri-
tory. Page 11.

Passed lVitb Honors.

From Punch.
From a College of Preceptors' junior

examination paper:
"Describe in ten or twelve lines of

French the examining superin-

tendent."
Here goes:
II a Ic nez rouge. Ses ple.ls sont trop

grandes. Ces sont aussi grandea que M.
le Mmith Major's. Cela dlt quelque chose.
Tourquoi a Il le tete balds? Je ne sals
pas. Je ne I'aime pus. Malnlenant Je stop-peral- ."

Punch. .


