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NEW BUSINESS BLOCKS RISE
Construction in All Lines Has Been Heavy During: 1908, Official Permits Reaching; Over $10,000,000.

A

the first time In the history of
FOR building operations

the past year represented
an outlay of more than 110.000.000.
This remarkable showing, coming: aa
It did on the hecla of the "rich men's
panic of 1907, speaks volumes of the
city's persistant progress and firm
Business conditions that prevented the
National depression from lravlne; any
after effects here. Portland la one of
a very few cities In tiie United States
that can show greater expenditures
for buildings during 1906 than during
107.

When Portland in 1907 was on the
crest of a wave of unprecedented pros-

perity, permits for construction work
Issued by the City Building Inspector
amounted to J9.3S.13:. It was
thought by many that It would be sev-

eral yrars before thl3 record could be
exceeded or even equalled and when
the year closed with financial condi-

tions unsettled, these people were the
inore confirmed in th1 opinion. How-

ever. tht.y failed to take into account
the circumstances that are causing
Portland to progress despite any hand-
icaps and early in 19S It was evident
that the year would establish a new
record.

More strictly first-cla- ss office build-

ings have been erected In Portland
rlurlng the past three years than dur-

ing the entire previous history of the
city. Where builders had hitherto
been putting up four, five or six-sto-

structures, they have more recently
followed plana for eight, ten and

y blocks. In building these the
latest construction Idees are Incorpor-
ated. Including both design ai;5 ma-
terial. Steel and reinforced concrete
ire now almost universally used for
stores and office buildings, while new
warehousee are either of these ma-
terials or cf heavy mill construction.

Tn the central business district many
ef these splendid office structures have
been completd during the past II
months and others are now under way.
The two largest buildings completed
during this time were the ten-sto- ry

Corhett block at Fifth and Morrison
treets. and the 11 -- story Board of

Trade blrck at Fourth and Oak streets.

BUILDINGS OF BETTER TYPE
Structures Portland's Eetail Wholesale Districts Give Metropolitan Appearance.

B-- W. r. Kolfhun.
need only to look back a few

WF. to find buildings of all
In Portland that can now

be considered as belonging to an obso-
lete architecture, so rapid baa been the
progress In construction work. The
area between First and Third streets,
PI re and Tamhlil streets, comprised the
oflce and retail district of Portland's
paat. Within this area efforts have
been made to remodel some of the sub-
stantial structures with a view of
"holding their own" against the en-

croachment of modern buildings. In-

troducing such modern conveniences as
could consistently be placed In build-
ings of that character and construction,
proved of no avail as tha march of
progress has been so rapid they have
been relegated to the past with no hope
of serving such purpose In the future.
Portland's antiquated buildings do not
represent pioneer parslmoniousness.
alnce they exhibit a lavish expendi-
ture, but the methods of construction
have changed so rapidly that better

nd larger buildings are now erected
at practically the same cost.

That the modern fireproof office
building is a safe and profitable in-
vestment Is shown by the number of
trurtures now In course of erection In

Portland. A bird's-ey- e view of the
district bounded by Morrison. Oak.
Fourth and Tenth streets, presents a
very Interesting and fascinating view

f reinforced concrete and steel frame
buildings. Concrete and steel are in
the throea of a mighty struggle for
supremacy. In our old buildings of
brick very little steel was used. In
our modern steel buildings very little

r
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brick, if any. is used, except In the
way of a veneer. Our walls are no
longer constructed of combustible ma-
terials, neither are floors or roof. The
concrete structures contain every ad-
vantage enjoyed by steel, including
ornamentation, and frequently are more
economical of construction. The de-

sire of the new Investor to excel his
neighbor In point of conveniences and
character of design, shows a confident
and progressive spirit that Is highly
commendable. It Is --this spirit that
places Portland bulldlug on a par with
any Kastern city and causes the Kast-er- n

visitor surprise and wonderment
that the conveniences and equipment
are e.qual and in many cases
to buildings in his own cltv.

Fverr city has its warehouse and
wholesale district. That these districts
are not permanent until the future of
the city Is assured, is exemplified by
the changes that have taken rlace in
the wholesale district of this city dur-i- rr

tho last two or three years. These
rhanges have been brought about by
the great expansion and increase of
business and the general Inability to
meet commercial conditions with three
or four-stor- y buildings on Front and
First streets. The expenditure of
millions of dollars In new buildings on
Fourth and Fifth streets, north of O.-i-

frmlv establishes the new wholesale
district.

The tyres of bulldlt gs recently
erected and now In course of construc-
tion are especially designed and
equipped for the handling of large
quantifies of merchandise with econ-
omy and rapidity. Thirteenth streot
be;ng tae north and south axis of- - the
warehouse district, it acts as a mag-
net drawing warehouses on either side
cf It for the full length of the dis-

trict, forcing residences to be removed
r demolished. An Inquiry for prop-

erty tn this section reveals the fact
that large corporations have purchased
beavy boldlngs for the erection of
buildings. The warehouses jind other
buildings In course of erection here and
In contemplation tor the near future,
represent an expenditure of millions
ef dollars.

When one takes Into consideration
that Portland has an annual lumber
nutpirt of over O..0i fet. brick
plants wi'h a capacity of 30.000.000 an-
nually, ehingl" mills, sash and door
factories, foundries and plants of all
kinds with capacities In the same pro- -

T
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The first of these Is of steel, and the
second of reinforced concrete, and both
are splendid types of Portland's new-offic- e

structures, the Corbett building
resembling quite closely the ry

Wells-Farg- o block completed during
1907. The Hoard of Trade building is
not. as Its name Implies, the home of
that organization, but Is under private
ownership.

Among the other large buildings
completed during the year are the
Commercial Club building, eiifht jitorles.
Fifth and Oak streets: Medical build-
ing, seven stories. Park and Alder
streets: Cornelius Hotel, seven stories.
Park and Alder streets; Beck building,
five stories. Seventh and Oak streets;
Masonic Temple, five stories. West
Park and Yamhill streets, and numer-
ous other structures, both for office
and business uses. The entire cost of
Class A. B and C structures begun
during the year, according to the offl-ci- sl

permits, was ;.135.890. Besidca
this, permits were issued for rein-
forced concrete buildings, costing $704.-30- 0.

and frame business buildings out-
side the fire limits amounting to
$1,730,073.

Work has started during the past
few months on some of the finest
buildings yet erected In Portland.
Among these Is the Meier &. Frank
Company's ten-stor- y annex, covering
a quarter block at Sixth and Alder
streets, the steel skeleton for which Is
nearly completed. Another ten-stor- y

building Is being erected by tho Lwls
estate at Fourth anfl Oak streets, to
be of reinforced concrete. Across the
street from the Lewis building. C. K.
Henry Is putting up a high-cla- ss busi-
ness structure which will sro at least
five stories and maybe higher. At
Fifth and Stark. In the same district.
Gay Lombard Is erecting a six-sto-

block.
In addition to several hotels that

have recently "joen completed, work is
In progress on others that will be sub-
stantia! additions to Portland's hostel-rle- s.

One of these Is a nine-stor- y an-

nex to the Imperial, at Seventh and
Stark streets, and another the elght-stor- v

annex to the Oregon, on Turk
street, between Oak and Stark. The
six-sto- Rosenblatt hotel at Tenth
and Alder streets is another modern
hostelry under way. Important addi-
tions to the semi-publl- o buildings of
Portland are the new homes of the
Toung Men's and Toting Women's
Christian Associations. The T. W. C. A.
building, five stories in height and

portion, for the manufacture of mate-
rials used In construction work and
with the immense amount of building
under way during the past few years.
It Is no wonder that'this endless chain
of Industries In construction work alone
enabled Portland's skilled and unskilled
labor to have steady employment dur-
ing the financial depreesion of the past
year. While ibo bread line was grow-
ing larger and larger in other cities.
Portland was not visibly affected In
this way. All the more credit Is due to
Portland from the fact that the re-

markable activity Is along conserva-
tive llnea, bringing confidence and se-

curity to the investor.
In concluding this summary there Is

another aspect of the comparison of
old with new buildings in Portland, and
that Is how skillfully the modern de-

signer has become in utilizing space.
In former times we frequently found
builders erecting cheap, stores upon
property worth four times the cost of
the building.

Today the architect must reverse this
ratio. He must erect an expensive edi-

fice on an area of ground probably
worth much less. Taking as an ex-

ample the old-tim- e four-stor- y build-
ing, a modern structure of the same
height would contain six stories, there-
by greatly Increasing the capacity for
revenue. The money represented by
this wnste between the basement and
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occupying a quarter block at the
northeast corner of Seventh and Tay-

lor streets, has been completed and
dodlc-ate- during the past month. The
Y. M. C. A. building is now Under con-
struction, and occupies the remainder
of the half block facing Taylor street
and extending to Sixth. This building
will be eight stories high, 160 by 100

feet. It will be one of the largest
structures In the city, having floor
space equal to that of the Wells-Farg- o

building, which la 13 stories high and
covers a quarter block. Both these
buildings were made possible by public
subscriptions.

In the erection of warehouses, also,
the past year has been one of the busi-

est In the history of Portland. With an
annual wholesale trade estimated at
$200 000.000. and constantly increasing,
the city's facilities in this line are
taxed to their uttermost. Parlin &

Orendorff have Just completed a large
warehouse on the Fast Side wholesale
district, and Marshall. Wells & Co. will
soon start construction on a building
In North Portland, where they have
purchased two blocks for their Port-lsn- d

headquarters. Crane . Co. are
completing a warehouse at Thirteenth,
and Flanders: Irwln-Hodso- n Co. Is
building at Fifteenth and Glisan. the
Pacific Paper Company has a ware-
house under way at Fourth and An-ken- v.

W. P. Fuller Co. have Just
started construction on a warehouse to
cover an entire block In North Port-
land, and aeveral other similar build-
ings are under way.

In the erection of new houses even
greater progress has been made during
the past year. In that time 2967 per-

mits have been taken out for
dwellings. Of these 309 were for West
Side locations and 2368 for Fast Side
sites. The cost of dwellings erocted on
the West Side was $614,950. and of
those erected on the East Side was
$4,360,660.

In spite of the large expenditure,
there is 0o Indication that Portland Is
overbuilding. So rapidly Is the popu-

lation growing thst there are few va-

cant houses, while the commercial
progress Is keeping fully up with the
additional accommodations. There Is
every prospect that construction In
both lines will go on unabated during
the present year. Among the large
buslneas blocks' on which work will
soon start will be a handsome struc-
ture for Olds. Wortman & King, to
cover tha entire block In the retail
district.

Modern in and City

superior

roof, expended In high ceilings and
ornamental Incumbrance, would about
offset the expense necessary to Install
the modern conveniences, to
be found In all new buildings. In past
times the architect demanded as much
space as he wished for the building. To-

day the propertyowner submits a given
area to be used to the greatest advan-
tage.

This reduction of area, because of
high values, has forced the architect to
condense his constructive methods
within financial requirements. He must
give the owner the best materials, the
most convenient Interior, and a safe
and flreproor ntructure throughout and
all In conformity with financial condi-
tions and limited area.

The Oregonian buHdlng stands as the
pioneer steel building of Portland. Her
builders took tha first step to estab-
lish steel over brick. A long line of
descent has followed this Initial ven-
ture. Progressive and enterprising
builders are crowding the architects
and engineers to the highest efficiency.
The Introduction of steel opened a new
era to city builders which has forever
relegated to che past the common brick
building. The future has In store the
possibilities of the reinforced concrete
structures which will interest the com-
mercial world with the same startling
departures steel brought In Its success-
ful competition with brick.

Do you want your wares well
known in every farm and fire-
side in this tfreat Northwest?
If so. reach the minds of these
people through the mediums
that go into the country homes

The Portland Newspaper Union
Prints the Story and Farm News sections of 90 of
the best weekly newspapers in Oregon. Washing ton
and Idaho. ADVERTISE ON THESE PAGES

For Country Business
For Rates and Information. Address

JAMES M. REEVES, SPECIAL AGENT
P. O. BOX 131. OR CALL AT 245.',' STARK STREET. PORTLAND, OR.
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ZAN BROS., Manufacturers and Jobbers Brooms, Matches
PORTLAND, OREGON

THE LARGEST MANUFACTURERS
ON THE COAST

ESTABLISHED 1857

Jobbers of Saddlery Hardware, Leather.
Whips. Robes, Etc., Etc.

S

A

D

D

L

E

S

I;;
I--

1 1 ? t,- -

Our Portland Quarters. 100,000 Square Feet Floor Space

Our spacious. quarters show we have faith in the
future of the Northwest and Inland Empire

Superior Grain Drills
Old Hickory Wagons

Dunham & Campbell
Dry Farming Tools

LaPorte, Deal and
Blue Ribbon Vehicles
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Look

When Chairs
that they made by the

Oregon Chair
which best and
as well as saving you freight charges from the East

WESTERN COOPERAGE CO:
Manufacturers of

Staves,
Casks, Barrels w

GIVEN
Oregon
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Canton Plows
Harrows Disc Harrows

Implements
Our Spokane 30.000 Square Feet Floor Space
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guarantees workmanship material,

Tanks
Kegs

. Portland.

Quarters,
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ROCK CRUSHERS
ROAD GRADERS
ROAD ROLLERS
STREET SPRINKLERS
STREET
SCRAPERS
PLOWS
CORRUGATE IRON

CULVERT
CONCRETE MIXERS
CONCRETE CARTS
CONTRACTOR'S

TOOLS
IMPLEMENTS

'
Our New HomeCome

and See It

East Yamhill Street
PORTLAND. OREGON

& Company

f WmiiAMBTTB
IRON & STB EL WO R KS

STEEL-SHIPBUILDERS-MANUrACTURI-

NG
ENGINEERS'

PORTLAND, OREGON.. ?. U..S..A.

Always
See

purchasing

Co

Headings,

INQUIRIES CAREFUL-ATTENTIO- N'

SWEEPERS

Beall

HIGH-GRAD- E FIRE BRICK
RED PRESSED BRICK

PAVING BRICK

MADE

Western Clay Manufacturing Company
5 1 7 Beck Building, Portland, Oregon

NEUSTADTER BROS.

..yyy shirts
FACTORY, Grand Ave. and L Taylor - . - SALESROOMS, 5th and Ankeny


