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Output of Portland Mills Shipped Annually to Foreign Harbors Amounts to Over 100,000,000 Feet.

FXPORTS OF LUMBER I-IEAVY'I
|

Ay W. N Wherlwright, President Pucifie
Eiport Lamber Compsay.

T s only during the lmat few Years
l that the statistics of Portiand's ex-

port trade in Uregon pine have been
accurataly kept s that it is Impos-
slble to trace the growth of this im-
portant business exactly. from 1ts small
beginnings lo the ciosing years of the
jast century, up te ihe large transac-
tions of the presant thme. For many

years the demand for domestic use,
priceipally fromn tie mliroad com-
panles, bul inciuding the lumber for

local requirements, took up almost the
entire output of the mills and enly an
eocasional cargo Wis worked for ex-
port. The duliness of bualness through-
sut the country from 1433 to 1897

caused the manufacturers to turn thelr
attention to foralgn imarikets, and the
export trade has since that time ahown
a steady growth. During the year 1906 |
it amounted to about §0,000,000 feat;
1806, 55,507,000 feet, 1907, 105,216,000
font: 1908, 9170088 feet (for 11 montha),
with snough doing 'n Decsmbar to briog
to with

the total for the I3 months up
about T per cent of the record year
of 7.

The Oregonian’s suggustions are that
the following polnts should be toueh ad |
upon in this article, vix: The possi- |
bility of increass in our sxports of
Jlumber to Australis Africa and Bouth
America, as wail as to the Orient; what
emnpetition has to be met, and how It
capn be overcails

It ia to be remarked that orders for
Australia and the west coast of South
America are not speclally sought after
bp local manufscturers as & rule, for
the remson that those markets requin
a vary high grade of lumber. This
indlsposition to furnish high-clase lumn-

ber for export Is not due 10 any inferi-
avallable om the

ority in the timber
Coltimbia Rl in the methods of
manufacture, to the fact that '

Portland I8 so well situated as regards |
distribution of trade that the gawmlilis
find it more to thelr sdvantage o se- |
ject the “upg dispose of them |
at thelr rela 1 a, wharean It I8
& oustom s lesa favorably
atfriated to ship ally of
the log, with
and culin,

of the meces L]

flarce car LTS mills In
et t Columbin,
sspecia trmde, has re- |

multed i:
ketn of a Il
was junsll
yoars

1 ar from

It would seen

mal conditions as
exist, but that on
igr bDuyersn shonld pay
;—r'_ ineteand 5'.‘
tha falr price Lat

i 6 to 40 per cant of

ciemr withoutl pavl anyvthing '=2xtra
for 1t ‘but all to rectify tha
malter have ¢ ind. although |

it would saetn ¢ Jle Thiat the

millsa should agree 1amesives
that al} huyers who 3 ' gquantity
of selects and clear pay the
extra prices for such amounts of those
grades as thesy re "

. The establinht of the Pacifle
Faumber Insp irenu and of the |

Waahington Lumbdsr In-
spaciion Bureau-—the former handling
the shipments from Puget Sound and
Britis} Columbia, snd the latter thoss
from Portland and ths Columbla River
gonsrally—may prove to have been A
step in the right direction, and it in to
be hoped that the present agitation in
favor of & consolidation of the two
buresus may résult in some much un-
derstanding as that. It is almost axio-
matle that the success of the business
depends upon the manufacturer recelv-
ing the fair reiative values of the dif-
ferent grades that are produced from
the log, and it ls to be hopad that
gome arrangement may be made under
which the lmporters of our staple-into
foreign countries shall pay for what
they recelvs, instsad of wetting clear
&t the price of merchantable.

In the cass of & Bydney cargo shipped
from this port last Summer, the miil's
statistics showed a shrinkage of 3§ per
ecent in the amount of clear as suah )
produced daring that month am coin-
pared with the mouth following. That i=
to say, they realized the higher price of
clear lumber for only @5 per cent of
what they produced during the month
covering the preparation and shipment

Oregon &

| of that particular caryo.

The West Coast of South America
also calis for extrs qualily, and the
specaifications, to & grealer extent sven
then thoss for Bydney. call for large
percentages of small sizes, that must
necemsarily be made out of & cizss of
loge that yleld a good percentage of
clear lumber, beside which they often
contain & jerger proportion of selscls,
especlally in narrow boarda, than oan
be supplied In that grade, so the mills
often find themseives obliged to make
up  the gquantity with clear lumber,
sithough it goes at tha price of the
pomewhat lower grads of sclacts,

in view of the situstion, above stated,
it is only natural that the mills prefer
orders for China, where the buyers are

willlng to take ordinary merchantable
Jumber, with frequently a perceniage
of No. 2. and these orders are also

spocially desirable by reason of con-
taining a proportion of extreme dimeon-

slons which carry exira prices Un-
fortunately, all Chinese marketis are
overstocked at the present time, and

there is hardly any demand from that
guarier.

South Africa calls for ordinsry No. 1
lumber, ns a ruls,

rough merchantable
without any seconds, and also without
any specinl proportion of clear (excopt

in cass of flooring., which Is frequent-

| 17 ordered in moderate quantities), but

mensions are somewhat different

that are In demand for lo-

from Lthose

eal use, and the schedules are thoers-
fore somewhat undesirable on that ac-
count. The grade Isn't =0 low As that
far Chinn, bLBut not so high ms s re-

€

n Auntratiz and the West Coast
ut A 3

ropoan

n

¢ has heen lvoking
¢ ! long period of In-
ng which the demand hus
lcally lmited to deckplank
umber that can mang-

out of can be

RR that

des for domestic use on

o0
i uxis ot very much beller relurns,
but of lats the United Klogdom has
becn ordering timber, und It begins to
look as If our staple would come into

use there In larger quantitiea. Some 12
voaras ago about 10,000,000 feat of our
timber was !mported inte Piymouth,
England, and used for the conatruction
of public doocks, the use of the material
having been sanctioned by the Eritiah
Government, and the writer of this ar-
ticle, who had just then come out to
s Pacific Coast, looked upon the
naactdan as an ",‘M"'h-l[lﬂk‘l!h’ event
ory of Oregon pine—it seemed
ke If advertirement glven to our
glaple by Iits use under the circum-
stances mentioned would lead to large
lmportations for docks and bulldings,

| might shut out Oregon pine from China

not only In the Unlted Kingdom, but
on the continent of Europe.
These expeciations, however, were |

not justified, &nd from that day to
the present tho demand for Oregon
pine for general purposes has beon
very small unt{l gquite recently. Thers
fs no guestion about the lasting quall-
ties of our Jumber &5 compared with
almost any other, except hardwooda,
which of late ycars have becomas LO0 .
expensive to admit of their use for
general construction purposes, and i®t
i quits oertain that the trade will
inereass as the timber becomes better
known, although pitch pine from the
South Atlantic and Gulf coasts of tha
United States 15 still much preferred
to the product of the stutes of Oregon
and Washington.

Railrond tles, which® ars & most im-
poriant factor in domestic Dusiness,
wera formerly shipped In lurgs quanti-
ties to the China coast, but ubout seven
yemrs ago Lhey were aupersaded by
aleepears produced In Jupan, ef hard-
wood, more durable than our own and
costing lesa; In fact. thers was a timo
when the Japanese sold thelr tiea de-
liverad at.a port in North Chins at a
price no greater than the freight alone
from Portland or any other point on
the Pacific Coast. Bince then the rail-
roads there have Imported ties from
Australla or New Zealand, costing very
much more than elther the Japanese
tlew or our own, dut considered to Lave
durabls gualitles that make them)
cheapar In the end.. Thelr action 1s iu
sccord with that of the Atchison, To-
peka & Santa Fo Raliroad Company,
which made a contract about, two years
ago with the concesslonalrés of large
tracts of timber in the Hawallan Is-
lands to dellver at United States poris
on tha Pacifie Colst Nardwood tes In
sufficlent guantity to supply thelr re-
quirements for years to come, &t &
price mearly If not guite double the
cost of Oregon pine.

The New York newspapers contain
reports of the arrival there recently
of an American who has bean for soma
time s resident of Manchurla, who sayn
that hardwood rallroad ties can b pro-
duced there and shipped to Atlantic
Coast points, which however sofims
more than problematical, ss Yalu River
timber fs well known In China and has
been used for some years in Shanghal
and other Chlnese ports thut are now
importing tes from Australia at an
expense of freight that, owing 1o thae
greater distance, is largely In cxoess of
what it would cost from Manchurian
poris

Taking up the question of competi-
tion with our wpod. it may be sald
that its importance deponds on saveral
fuctors, not o the original cost of |
the material, its accesalbliity

and the
gumniities in which it can be supplied,
but also on the distance between the
importing and exporting markets Tha
product of Manchurta, for example,

and yot not Interfore with It in South
African and South American markets,
owing to the high rate of frelght that
would have to be pald on it Both
Soutls Afriea and South America buy
1 quantities of Baltic wood, known
generally as Swedlsh deals, which ore
of flne quality and produced in largs
auantities, but the lumber product of
Northern Europe hasa never been ex-
ported to China, to our knowledge.

The latter part of the year 1906 and
the early part of 1907 marked the high-
est point In the price of Oregon pine,
at least for many years; large trans-
actions wears made at 315 per thousand
feet and over, [. o. b. at the shipping
ports, while during 1896 and the years
immediately following the prevalling
price was generaliy about §8—In some
rases &ven lower than that From $18
about & yenr ago the prica fell to $10,
and present gquotations kre $12 to §13
Australlan and South American
schadulens, $11 for South Africa and
about $13 for China, alion the basis
of B lst, which carries extra prices
for large dimensions and a better qual-
ity than No. 1 rough merchantable.
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FAITH IN OREGON TIMBER

Bastern Investors Show Confidence in State’s Great Resources by Bringing Capital Here to Invest.

By Hassell Hawmkias.

T 1= unnecs arv. perhapa, for the
| purposes of this article to soatter |
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the globe Looking r Umber r
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past, by special ind s |n Scan-
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Writing as an Oregonian, our advan-
tades will ba emphasiszed, our arca of
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pletion of 1 an 1 1 v 1L
out the a e to be 4 by the
onet e i viint be
rememberec hat 1| vast timber ra-
gsources of thins ETent Northwestarn
ooUBiry ATe LDOW
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fea, the Orlent
facts, figur
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upon
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af Te For twen-

able life )
tion. These Eastern men bhacked
judgment loug Defore the ge neral

movement for congervution had become
of soch moment or had recelved the
distingulshed and Intelligent comsider-
atlon bestowed upom It the past few
years.

Faith and belief In Oregon timbaer
values s bringing, awd will bring,
groater benefits to Investors, and the
inevitable consequential results to the
state of commercial importance, popu-
ation and wealth.

My assoclates placed their first
money here & quarter of &4 cantury ago,

with

vhq___ttq_'_g_c}uu the mpldlyr

which
sumed by
Fantarn s

the Michigan foresis wate con-
he growth of the Middle and
sates, and they sent explorers

and estimatery to buy in Oregon. Oth-
or timbermen, lots of them, dld the
same, and for a score of years thess
men have watched and added to their
holdings, palid the fre wardens and
thelr taxes without " murmur it
charges were J and faln Giveon

trannportation fa fes, water and rall,
ewners will operate and convert for
thelr good and profit. and the people
of Oregon will be astonished to find
the number of multiplying communi-
ties of activity that will be established

Sawmlills and the necessar] onds
d con-

have always in the past crea
cantratlon, villages, towns, clties. If
there Is any doubt about this state-

ment go to Michigan, formeriy only a
lumbering state, but néw ane of the
greatest manufacturing states in the

Unfon, where articles rangling from
kitchen stoves to toothpicks, shoos to
portabls houres, furniture, cars and

radiatora to aulamobllea, ara shipped
to the marksts of the world.

Pennsyivanla, one of tha greateat
tl'n&uutactur!x!g states In the world, bad
n:

Capital

Tear—

T T - iy ot
1 R $ 6513267
o R —pp— 11,0, axCey

*Wages pald, $2,4583.102
The cermsus of 150 ehowwe that when
Pepnsylvania was largest producar,
Oregon had 1% swwmills, state of Wash-
ington, EL Paste thoss figurea in your
scrap-book, and scan those you have on
pressnt operations

The manufactures of lumber
i i was onn of the largest,
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n Paenn-
if not
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mont, Industry 4t onh
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se Of TENOUrcH
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Who can deny the pos-
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! tiza ‘of the fu-
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prif, enthusiastie In the opinion
will On day, nol 3
1 oun the Ust of lum-

familiar
. “BEustern

with Oregon's tim
I counstantly by
como r Ac

evidand

Oregon AT
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ber producers of the United States
Give these men, these meén who have
shown falth, good harbors, pleaty of

rallronds, and falr, Just and equitabie
taxation, an honest mnd intelligent ad-
ministration of the funds they pay lotn
your county treasuries, and the state will
be the greatest of manufacturers west of
the Missisaipp! River. for 1 repeat, the
development of lumber manufacturing
will bring in its wake a wave of com-
merce, that will earry minersl snd oil
resources, known beyond paradventure
to sxiet, to0 the consumers of tha whole
univenss,

The timber hazard Is greater than the
imagines; greater
than jovestzoeols o mast gibar

unobtalin-

Biion, do-

and properties. Insurance Is
able: the dangers of fire devant

terioration by age, dizeuns, rof, destruc
tion by wind and by over-growth on t

top-sail begetiing ‘"down Lrees,”” Dev r-l
thelesy, Investors having onge been
terested In lumbering, wiil not hesite
to buy Oregon timiber, If the chances of
presumption are reasonably In favor of
transportation facilitles, reaching 1Lhe
trees before damages, just noted, com-

mence thelr ravage of values

The Bastern men know, too, the irees
of Oregon mye big and merchantabie,
utting Inevitabile; these men ar
ughly imbued with the necessitica
und 1deas of conservaton, and restoration,
as the chief forester, but it must be borne
wall In mind, that the bast kind of con-
servation s to utilizse and harvest the
en it In ripe. and ready for dls-
n 1o the consumer.
ably no subject affectng the inter-
o=t of the whole poopla of the country is
so poerplexing, so difficult of adjustmont
and solution as the conservation probliem;
consideration of species; sgu of trees; lo-
cation: wind exposure; taxation; custom;
method: supply and demand, all gquaestions
complex, ecocnomic and sclentific in thelr
scopa and character,

For one associatlon of Eastern invent- |
ors, I.belfeve, T pubscriba their opinlons
with the werds: “We're satlslied with the
commercinl ‘outiook for Oregon’s’ timber™

'PORTLAND LUMBER CO.

Manufacturers of

Oregon Fir Lumber \
- and Laths |

Car and Cargo Shii_)ments
Daily Capacity, 400,000
Special Attention to Local Orders

| | MILLS AND GENERAL OFFICES |

| Foot of Lincoln Street |
' PORTLAND. OREGON '

" Phones. Private Exchanges 57 and Home A 6035

W. B. AYER, President

M. F. HENDERSON, Vice-President

EASTERN AND
WESTERN LUMBER CO.

PHILIP BUEHNER, Treasurer F. H. RANSOM, Manager

CAR AND CARGO SHIPPERS

32 Inches.

| By All Routes

MILLS:

We Use American Lumberman Telecode, Western Union Code.
Pacific Coast. Licbers,” A 1 and Southard

NORTH PORTLAND

|
|
WVertical’ Flooring, Made From Gang-Sawed Lumber. {

| Long Timbers Up to 120 Feet.
Decking and Ship Plank,
From Portland,

Surfacing Up to 32x |
Shipments !
Oregon |

PORTLAND, OREGON

W, F. BURRELL. Vice-Prest.
W. B. MACKAY, Sccy. & Mgr.

DONALD MACKAY, Prest. @ Treas. Cable Address “ Norpacific”

NORTH PACIFIC LUMBER COMPANY

5 Offices: Room 306 Wells Fargo Building,

Portland, Oregon

MILLS, YARDS. DRY KILNS
AND DOCKS, NORTH

CODES:
PORTLAND. RIVER FRONT

A1, ABC 5, Licbers, Lumbarmans

PACIFIC EXPORT
LUMBER COMPANY

OREGON PINE (DOUGLAS FIR) FOR EXPORT

From Oregon, Puget Sound and British Columbia

Toany part of the world, in cargo lots by steamer
or sailing vessel, or in parcel shipments

Lumber cut to any dimensions desired for gen-
eral yard use, dock, bridge and all
. railway construction

Piling, Round or Square Spars, Deck
Plank and Railway Sleepers, Etec.. Ete.

Schedules supplied suitable for export. Orders
carefully executed. Correspondence solicited

214 Chamber of Commerce, Portland,

Or.
Cable Address: “Pacexport Portland.”
Codes: Southard, A. B. C. Fourth and Fifth Editions, Liehers, A. L; Also Private Codes
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