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EXPORTS OF LUMBER HEAVY
Annually to Foreign Harbors Amounta to Over 100,000,000 Feet

Output of Portland Mffla Shipped

By W. f. Whlrrttit, PrWU PTx-lfl- o

Eiport Umbt (tropMJ.
Is only durln th lt few yr

ITthat th ttltlc of Portland I"
port trade In Oregon plna haT been

accurately kept, so that It U lmpo.-alb- le

to traco the rowtn of thU Im-

portant bualneae exactly, from lt small
beginnings In ths oloslng years of the
last century, up to the large transac-
tions of the present time. For many
years the demand for domestic use.
principally from the railroad com-

panies, but including ths lumber for
local requirements, took up almost the
enure output of the mills, and only an
ccasional cargo wu worked for ex-

port. The dullness of business through-

out the country from 1HJ to 1S9T

caused the manufacturers to turn their
attention to foreign markets, and the
xport trade has since that time shown

a steady rrowth. During the year 1J0S

It amounted to about S0.000.000 feet;

l0t. 88.J07.0O0 feet; 107. 10.J16,000
feet; 19u. 81.7SpO.9M feet (tor 11 months).

wttH enough doing In December to bring

the total for the 12 months up to within

about Th per cent of the record year
of Wi7.

The Oregonlan's suggestions are that
the following points should be touched
apon In this article. Tlx.: The possi-

bility of Increase In our exports of
lumber to Australia. Africa and South
America, as well as to the Orient; what
competition has to be met. and how It
can be overcome.

It is to be remarked that orders for
Australia and the west coast of South
America are not specially sought after
by. local manufacturers as a rule, for
the reason that those markets require

of lumber. Thisa Tery high grade
Indisposition to furnish high-cla- ss lum-

ber tor export Is not due to any Inferi-
ority In the timber available on the
Columbia River, or In the methods of
manufacture, but solely to the fact that
Portland Is so well situated as regards
distribution of trade that the sawmills
rind It more to their advantage to se-

lect the "uppers" and dispose of them
at their relative values, whereas It Is
a custom of the mills less favorably

Ituated to ship practically the run of
the log. with the exception of seconds
and culls, on foreign orders. Outside
of the necessities of special cases, the
fierce competition atnuig mills In
l'URet Sound and British Columbia,
especially fnr Australian trade, has re-

sulted in the shipment to those mar-

kets of a hither grade of lumber than
was Justified by the prte. and In the
years 1S9S. 189" and 1H9S a number of
mills in that vicinity vied with each
other in the percentage of clear lum-
ber that they offered to Australian
buyers without charging them for any-
thing more than merchantable.

It. Is a fact within the writer's knowl-
edge that an Australian importer, when
one of these cargoes was about half
discharged, cabled his London agents
cancelling all orders fur clear Norway
pine, and from that time to the pres-
ent has never purchased any of that
grade from Europe, relying on his be-

ing able to select all the clear he
wanted from the shipments of ed

merchantable lumber from
Pacific Coast ports. It would seem as
If such abnormal conditions as these
ought not to exist, but that on the
contrary foreign buyers should pay
for what they get. Instead of buying
merchantable at the fair price of that
grade, and getting S to 40 per cent of
clear without paying anything extra
for it. but all attempts to rectify the
matter hava thus far failed, although
It would seem only reasonable that the
mills should agree among themselves
that all buyers who want any quantity
of selects and clear should pay the
extra prices for such amounts of those
grades as they receive.

The establishment of the Pacific
iTumber Inspection Bureau and of the

FAITH IN OREGON TIMBER
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i T is unnecessary.
purposes of this

' one's inquisitive

Hawkins.
perhaps, for the
article to scatter
proclivities over

the globe. Looking for timber re-

sources, values of basic
materials depend larzcly upon quantity,
quality, with conditions of location,
skill, capital a"nd the
items of consumption considered.

Oregon is peculiarly fortunate,
all the requisites to a far

greater extent as to timbes resources,
when values are averaged, than other
states. F.rleflr, I believe. In roughly
estimating the subject, it wlll'be found
that the chief sources of future world-
wide supply are restricted to the Pa-

cific slope of America, the Talu and Si-

beria, the west and the northwest sec-

tions of Mexico.
To be sure. Russian Poland may be

a lumber producer for years, but the
product will be absorbed, as in the
past, by special industries in Scan-
dinavian and the continental countries
of Europe. Jspaa forests are being
rapidly depleted.

Writing as an Oregonian, our advan-tar- ts

will be emphasized, our area of
distribution much enlarged by the com-
pletion of the Isthmian Canal. ith-o- ut

the advantage to be had by the
epnlnff of this waterway it must be

that the vat timber re-

sources of this great Northwestern
country are now within possible and
eommpetitlve shipping distances of
over one-ha- lf the population of the
whole world, i. e.. Central South Amer-
ica, the Oriental countries, and when
facts, figures and statistics are gath-
ered, carefully nrransH, compared pro
and con. Oregon's cert-ti- future posi-

tion - the Urf"t liimlHr-prodn-in- e

stato seems beyond question. That
nt loeaiion in the list of pro-

ducers is but a few years distant.
I am asked: "How do your Kastern

associates feci as to Oregon timber in-

vestments?"
X large proportion of Eastern in-

vestors In timber lands have been ac-

customed to note and follow the trend
of timber values In other quarters of
the Unite.l States. Their belief and
faith in Oregon timber is based upon
past observations. That faith and be-

lief is not of recent orlcin. For twen-
ty years past many Eastern lumber-
men have been Investing their dollars
In the timbered counties of Oregon, re-

gardless f' location.
rail or water, tho chief desid-eratu-

being quality of stand, prob-

able life of trees without deteriora-
tion. These Eastern men backed their
Judgment long before tho general
movement for conservation had become
of such moment or had received the

and Intelligent consider-
ation bestowed upon it the past tew
years.

Faith and belief in Oregon timber
values Is bringing, and will bring,
greater benefits to investors, and the
Inevitable results to the
atate of commercial importance, popu-

lation and wealth.
Jfv associates placed their first

money here a quarter of a century ago,
wbaa they flgurea tb raattlV YlLa

Oregon & Washington Lumber In-

spection Bureau the former handling
the htpments from Puget Sound and
British Columbia, and the latter those
from Portland and the Columbia River
generally may prove to have been a
step In the right direction, and It Is to
be hoped that the present agitation In
favor of a consolidation of the two
bureaus may result In some such un-

derstanding as that. It is almost axio-

matic that the success of the business
depends upon the manufacturer receiv-
ing the fair relative value of the dif-

ferent grades that are produced from
the log. and it is to be hoped that
some arrangement may be made under
which the Importers of our staple --Into
foreign countries shall pay for what
they receive. Instead of getting clear
at the price of merchantable.

In the case of a Sydney cargo shipped
from this port last Summer, the mill s
statistics showed a shrinkage of 35 per
cent In the amount of clear (as suoh)
produced during that month as com-
pared with the month following. That Is

to say. they realized the higher price of
clear lumber for only 85 per cent of
what they produced during the month
covering the preparation and shipment
of that particular cargo.

The West Coast of South' America
also calls for extra quality, and the

to a greater extent even
than those for Sydney, call for large
percentages of small sixes, that must
necessarily be made out of a class of
logs that yield a good percentage of
clear lumber, beside which they often
contain a Itrger proportion of seleots,
especially In narrow boards, than oan
be supplied In that grade, so the mills
often find themselves obliged to make
up the quantity with clear lumber,
although It goes at the price of the
somewhat lower gTade of selects.

In view of the situation, above stated,
it is only natural that the mills prefer
orders for China, where the buyers are
willing to take ordinary merchantable
lumber, with frequently a percentage
of No. 2. and these orders are also
specially dsslrable by reason of con-

taining a proportion of extreme dimen-
sions which carry extra prices. Un-

fortunately, all Chinese markets are
overstocked at the present time, and
there is hardly any demand from that
quarter.

South Africa calls for ordinary No. 1

rough merchantable lumber, as a rule,
without any seconds, and also without
any special proportion of clear (except
In case of flooring, which la frequent-
ly ordered in moderate quantities), but
the dimensions are somewhat different
from those that are In demand for lo-

cal use. and the schedules are there-
fore somewhat undesirable on that ac-

count. The grade isn't so low as that
for China, but not so high as is re-

quired for Australia and the West Coast
of South America.

European business has been looking
up lately. e.tt"r a long period of in-

activity, during which the demand has
been practically limited to deckplank
and clear lumber that can be manu-
factured only out of logs that can be
put Into grades for domestic use on
the basis of very much better returns,
but of late ' the United Kingdom has
been ordering timber, and It begins to
look as if our staple would come Into
use there in larger quantities. Some 11
years ago about 10.000,000 feet of our
timber was Imported Into Plymouth.
England, and used for the construction
of public docks, the use of the material
having been sanctioned by the British
Government, and the writer of this ar-
ticle, who had Just then come out to
the Pacific Coast, looked upon the
transaction as an epoch-makin- g event
In the history of Oregon pine it seemed
as If the advertisement given to our
staple by Its use under the circum-
stances mentioned would lead to large
Importations for docks and buildings,
not only In the United Kingdom, but
on the continent of Europe.

These however were

Eastern State's Here Invest.

nevertheless,

pos-

sessing

rejnembered

which the Michigan forests were con-

sumed by the growth of the Middle
Kastern states, and they sent explorers
and estlmaters to buy In Oregon. Oth-
er tlmbermen, lots of them, did the
same, and for a score of years these
men have watched and added to their
holdings, paid the fire wardens and
their taxes without a murmur If
charges were Just and fair. Given
transportation facilities, water and rail,
owners will operate and convert for
their good and profit, and the people
of Oregon will be astonished to find
the number of multiplying communi-
ties of activity that will be established.

Sawmills and the necessary railroads
have always in the past created con-
centration, villages, towns, cities. If
there Is any doubt about this state-
ment go to Michigan, formerly only a
lumbering state, but now one of the
greatest states In the
Union, where articles ranging from
kitchen stoves to toothpicks, shoes to
portable houses, furniture, cars and
radiators to automobiles, are shipped
to the markets of tho world.

Pennsylvania, one of the greatest
states in the world, had

In:

Tear
1S40. .
lfw..
lfcWrV

Jfurober Product
nilils. value. Capital.

.. esse $ 1,160.220

.. I-- !. 8.!13,WT

.. SOTS 1C.DM.0O0 11.000,000

WiM paid. ;.83,1M.
The census of 1S0 ehoms that when

Pennsylvania was the largest producer.
Oregon had 136 sawmills, state of Wash-
ington. 83. Paste those figures In your
scrap-boo- k, and scan those you have on
present operation.

The manufacture of lumber In Penn-
sylvania was one of the largest. If not
the foremost. Industry at one time. A
fnir deduction Is thBt Industry' more than
did its Mm re to create centralization, the
need of and the capital to produce and
consume iron, and the primary upbuild-
ing of tiiat slate, inasmuch as the large
production and usse of any basic resource
uncovers and creates necessities, and
uses for others. Who can deny the pos-

sibilities of Oregon as a great manufac-
turing state, when the industrial prom-
inence and history' of Pennsylvania and
Michigan are considered and their early

s paralleled with ours of today?
To those familiar with present owner-

ships it is evld.-n- t "Kastern money" is
satisfied with Oregon's timber, that new
money Is constantly being invested, and
more will come for activities of the fu-

ture. Eastern Investors. I believe, are
content, enthusiastic even. In the opinion
that Oregon will, one day, not many
years hence, be No. 1 on the list of lum-
ber producers of the United States.

Give the men. these men who have
shown faith, good harbors, plenty of
railroads, and fair. Just and equitable
taxation, an honest and Intelligent ad-

ministration of the funds they pay Into
your county treasuries, and the state will
be the greatest of manufacturers west of
the Mississippi River, for I repeat, the
development of lumber
will bring In its wake a wave of com-

merce, that will carry mineral and oil
resources, known beyond peradventure
to exist, to the consumers of the whole
universe.

The timber hazard Is greater than the
average business man imagines; greater
tbn iavesQaeobi Jo ot elbex values.

not Justified, and from that day to
the present tho aemana ior uresim ,

pine for general purposes has been
'very small until quite recently. There

is no question about the lasting quail- -
ties of our lumber as com pare a hu
almost any otner, except hardwoods,
which of late years have become too
expensive to admit of .their use for
general construction purposes, and it
is quite certain that the trade will
Increase as the timber becomes better
known, although pitch pine from the
South Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the
United States Is still much preferred
to. the product of the states of Oregon
and Washington.

Railroad ties, which are a most im-

portant factor In domestic business,
were formerly shipped in large quanti-
ties to the China coast, but about seven
years ago they were superseded by
sleepers produced in Japan, ef hard-
wood, more durable than our own and
costing less; In fact, there was a time
when the Japanese sold their ties de-

livered at port in North China at a
price iio greater than the freight alone
from Portland or any other point on
the Paclflo Coast. Since then the rail-
roads there have Imported ties from
Australia or New Zealand, costing very
much more than either the Japanese
tia or our own. but considered to have
durable qualities that make theml
cheaper in the end. Their action is In
accord with that of the Atchison. To-pe- ka

& Santa Fe Railroad. Company,
which made a contract about, two years
ago with tha of large
tracts of timber in the Hawaiian Is-

lands to deliver at United States ports
on the Pacific Coast hardwood ties In
sufficient quantity to supply their re-

quirements for years to come, at a
p rice nearly If not quite double the
cost of Oregon pine.

The New York newspapers contain
reports of the arrival there recently
of an American who has been for some
time a resident of Manchuria, who says
that hardwood railroad ties can be pro-

duced there and shipped to Atlantic
Coast points, which however seems
more than problematical, as Talu Kiver
timber Is well known in China and has
been used for some years in Shanghai
and other Chinese ports that are now
Importing ties from Australia at an
expense of freight that, owing to the
greater distance, is largely in excess of
what It would cost from Manchurlan

up the question of competi-
tion with our wood, it may be said
that its Importance depends on several
factors, not oniy the original cost of
the material, its accessibility and the
quantities In which it can be supplied,
but also on the distance between the
Importing and exporting markets. The
product of Manchuria, for example,
might rthut out Oregon pine from China
and yet not interfere with it in South
African and South American markets,
owing to the high rate of freight that
would have to be paid on It. Both
South Africa and South America buy
large quantities of Baltic wood, known
generally as Swedish deals, which are
of fine quality and produced in large
ouan titles, but the lumber product of
Northern Europe has never been ex-

ported to China, to our knowledge.
The latter part of the year 1906 and

the early part of 1907 marked the hlgS-e- st

point In the price of Oregon pine,
at least for many years; large trans-
actions were made at SIS per thousand
feet and over. f. o. b. at the shipping
ports, while during 1896 and the years
Immediately following the prevailing
price was generally about S8 in some
cases even lower than that. From 818
about a year ago the price fell to 810.
and present quotations are SI 2 to S13
for Australian and South American
schedules. $11 for South Africa and
about 810 for China, allvm the basis
of E list, which carries extra prices
for large dimensions and a better qual-
ity than No. 1 rough merchantable.

Investors Show Confidence in Great Resources by Bringing to

transportation

distinguished

consequential

specifications,

expectations,

and

manufacturing

manufacturing

manufacturing

concessionaires

Capital

and properties. Insurance Is unobtain-
able; the dangers of fire devastation, de-

terioration by age, disease, rot. destruc-
tion by wind and by over-growt- h on thin
top-so- il begetting "down trees," never-

theless. Investors having onco been in-

terested in lumbering, will not hesitatu
to buy Oregon timber. If the chances of
presumption are reasonably in favor of
transportation facilities, reaching the
trees before damages. Just noted, com-

mence their ravage of values.
The Eastern men, know, too, the trees

of Oregon are big' and merchantable,
their cutting Inevitable; these men are as
thoroughly Imbued with the necessities
and Ideas of conservaton, and restoration,
as the chief forester, but it must be borne
well In mind, that the best kind of con-

servation Is to utilize and harvest the
tree when It Is ripe, and ready for dis-

tribution to the consumer.
Probably no subject affectng the inter-

est of the whole people of the country is
so perplexing, so difficult of adjustment
and solution as the conservation problem;
consideration of species; age of trees; lo-

cation; wind exposure; taxation; custom;
method; supply and demand, all questions
complex, economic and aeteptlflo in their
scope and character.

For one association of Eastern Invent-
ors. I believe. I subscribe their opinions
with the words: "We're satisfied with the
commercial outlook for Oregon's' timber. "
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