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Thousands of Acres Are
Sown to Wheat. But a
Vast Area Lies, as Yet.
Untouched by the Plow

of tna most profitable
ONE of t.i state la the (rowing

wheat, an. I while not the great-
est of states. It la the
moat certain to produce and harvest Its
yearly average. If all her available
area were supplied with transportation
facilities, there Is no doubt Oregon
would soon rival the leaders In volume
il projtict.

Th culture of wneat In Oregon, as a
distinct branch of agricultural activity,
began early In the history of the state,
in the Willamette Valley, and was a
source of much of the wealth of that
famous region. The beginning wss
made ou or near the banks of the
noble stream from which the region se-
cures Its local name. Its broad bosom
furnishing an open and accessible road-
way over which to transport the golden
harvest to he center of population.

Aa transportation facilities extended
likewise the wheat acreage Increased,
ana following the lines of the Oregon

California rnd. It soon covered all
the available area from the Columbia
Klver. through the Willamette Valley
south to the California line. Farm was
added to farm, and the rich fields gave
a colden harvest. "Valley wheat" be-
came a reognUed factor In the mar-
kets uf the world.

Fjetern Oregon was as yet virgin
soil: a large area of it much richer In
those nature! elements necessary to
the successful production of wheat
than the region already developed: a
fact hardly admitted at the time the,
Oregon Railway Navigation company
was constructing Its road up the south
hank of the Columbia River, through
the sagebrush plains and rugged hills
of the Columbia Basin. At that timegreat bands of horses, and herda of
attle and sheep were (crazing on the

rich hunchgrass pasturage, extending
thousands of square mll"s. This same
acreage today Is one vast wheat field,
extending from The Dalles, through
the Counties of Wasco. Sherman. Oil-Ha-

Morrow. I'maillla and Union to
the Flue Mountains.

Of this vast area. Umatilla County
atone prodticee 1 per cent of all the
wheat produced In the Vnlted States.
The lands comprising this vast wheat
ll'H are not surpassed In volume or
quality of grain hy any other locality
In the world. Indeed, it is doubtful if
any like area can produce for a series
of years the per acre average of wheat
which la produced here, i Several years
elapsed before the residents of this
section conceded wheat-growin- g a
profitable Industry. Most of them con-
sidered the land, except along the
stream", of no value, except for pas-
ture, and the better the bunchgrass.
the more loth were they to destroy
It with the plow. Here and there
small tracts were broken, and seeded,
and slowly there was development
from bunchgrass and sagebrush to
fenced fields of waving grain: and the
tory of the Willamette Valley was re-

peated In Kastrrn Oregon. The wheat
farms kept Juet In advance of the
Iron horse and banda of steel
are as necessary to the profitable pro-
duction of grain as are soil, moisture
and sunshine.

The end Is not yet. Ka stern Oregon
has scarcely been touched by the magic
wand, and a large portion of Its area
la yet without means of transportstlon
to remunerative markets. Thousands
upon thousands of acrea of fertile grass
lands lie unbroken by the plow In the
counties of Harney. I'rook. Lake. Kla-
math. Grant and Wheeler, an area
which. when reached with proper
transportation facilities, will more than
double the preaent annual wheat crop
of Oregon.! To those of my readera
outside of Oregon. I would say come
and avail yourselves of this golden op-

portunity. Nowhere In the world can
wealth wrested from the soil be shown
so much In evidence aa tn the great
grain belt along the lines of the o. K.

N. road. To mention the individual
rases of wraith would seem like a fairy
tale If all were recounted here.

The climate of this vast section of
country Is ideal for the production of
amall grains. The wheat produced Is

Markets

Rt Iter Kerr.
one of

agricultural In-

dustries bad its origin in this
state In the Willamette Valley. Tears
ago. .wheat was the article of

by the farmers along both
sides of the river. Wheat culture has
since extended east of the Cascades
and throughout Oregon. Washington
and Idaho. Conditions have changed
ao since the early farming days of the
Willamette Valley that In this pioneer
wheat district of the state, barely
enough of the cereal is grown
for the local millers.

Attention Is now being id to grow-
ing wheat In the dry sections of the
state that 29 yeara ago were thought
to be worthless, and splendid results
are being attained. The combined pro-
duct of the three states may be ex-

pected to reach 100.000.000 bushels
a few years as the result of the

Improved methods of wheat raising and
of new acreage being broken up. The
heaviest crop so far haa been SO. 000,000
bushels for the three states, this yield
having been realised In the harvest of
1907.

The climate of the Pacific Northwest
seems to be such that while the rest
of the country frequently has a poor
yield, we nearly always have excellent
crops. In fact, such a thing as a crop
failure here Is unknown, the present
season, wltlu Its short crop,
being probably the nearest approach o

a that we have had.
The market for thia Immense wheat

crop of the Northwest Is world wide.
The main demand Is from Europe,
where It is shipped In tramp steamers
and sailing vessels, and enormous
quantities go to China and Central
America In the shape of flour. The
wheat Is also shipped to Japan and
South Africa and even eastward to
Chicago. Minneapolis and St. Louis hy
rail on occasions of crop failures In the
Fast. Purlng the season of 1S04-1!O-

the shipments of wheat to this latter
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of good mllllnc quality, carrying a
high percentage of gluten and produc-
ing a strong white flour. Knpland and
Continental Kurope must always coma
to us for a certain percentage of our
whest. to mix with their home product,
this to Insure their flour the necessary
whiteness snd strength: this Is the
penalty exacted hy nature for furnish-
ing these countries with their limited
and highly fertilised lands which give
a larare yield per acre, but the grain
produced Is so.t and starchy.

The harvest season In Eastern Ore-
gon la nearlv perfect. The absence of
lain, warm ciear days and cool nights,
from the fl'st of August until Octo-
ber, give the grower abundant time in
which to cut. thresh and sack his grain
and the method of harvesting, with the
combined harvest mochlnes. whereby
he Is .able to go Into a field of ripe
wheat In the morning and leave It In
the evening, with the grain cut.
threshed and sacked, ready to haul to
the granaries, is not possible in many
of th.- - larger producing wheat conn-trie- s.

This method of harvesting very
materially reduces the cost of the oper-
ation.

Wheat may be sown In this favored
state either In the Fall or Spring,
with a positive assurance of an abun-
dant cron. although preference is giv-
en to Fall-sow- n crops, as It gives the
farmer more time In the Spring to care
for his fallowed land.

Much contention exists over the

market from Oregon and
were more than bushels.
Other wheat raising In time
of crop failure, come to tie for help.
In the season of 1902-190- many mil-
lion bushela of Oregon and

were shipped to which

BANK AGAIX

With a financial left
over from the year.
Portland shows a slight loss In
Its bunk during 1908 In

with the figures by
months for 1907. It la a notable
fact that the business Interests
of the citv overcame the

and went through a
election and still came

within a narrow of
the totals for the

year. The final months of
190S showed that Portland has
gotten back Into its old stride,
for the figures are greater than
the totals for the
months of 19U7. A of
bunk by months, for
the past two years followa:

1907. 1908.
J .in. . $
Feb. .
Mar..
Auril.
May..
June.
July.
Aug..
Sept..
o t...
Nov..
Iec . .

r

wheat

t

32. 110.82. 56

Su.172. 440.01
36. 963. 239.06

06
It.. 817. 237. 10

23. 235.344. 50

76

26.588. 072. 54
26. 64S. 322.00

Ttl. 1327. 037.306.1

country usually has a heavy surplus of
wheat for export.

once a great of
wheat, has turned its attention to other
things until Its of the cereal
has been lessened and it now doea not
raise enough wheat for Ita own

The great bulk of the mil

jr.

HAMMING IN SOUTHERN
OWJoUJM rr---n ft ft

.STEAM COMBINED J1A.RVE5TE15 EASTERN
OREGON.

method of Summer for
crop; the scientist Is rob-
bing btit In the face of this

the farmer swells
his hank account, more
land at'J assures his friends and

that his land grows more
fertile each vear.

The data, taken at random,
aives the acreage of whest In this
state and crops from the year 17:
Tr.IliTJ..
1M-
17 ..
1SSI.

- V

i

. a
It

Aer Yield. Bilhel.
S.V0iO T.1H.VO0O
SUS.fCM 154n.'n"

02'1 1.l'Wnn."' S92.(nn ix.140.ooo
spa IA.a2S lO.jmi.SM

777.377 M"U"
1B04 7.' 14.n.n.H:t
iRo:: 712 4U
,907 782.no) 15.12I.0O4J

The in acreage
from the years 1S$4-188- 7 to the pres-

ent time Is due to the of,

the Valley as a wheat pro-

ducer, the moisture and soil of that
locality making It more valuable for

farming. The small acres ge
In the years 1891-18S- 3 was due to the
then "hard times." the wheat
farmer being aa much If not more af-
fected by the
than the average business man.

There are many for the
young man of today to be a pioneer
in certain sections of the state, and
within a decade of years become a
wealthy and repeat the his-
tory of the last decade.

SHIPPING GRAIN OVER
Portland, One of Leading Wheat-Exportin- g Cities, Sets Afloat Many to World-Wid- e

staple
production

now

within

seemingly

Washington
10.000,000

countries.

Washington
Australia,

CXEARING
CHEASIG.

depression
previous

clearings
comparison

strin-
gency Presi-
dential margin
equalling pre-
ceding

corresponding
comparison

clearings,

28.110.548.00 l.SS6.S5.It
24.IH4.S83.00 21.21S.356.S2
32.927.'I9.4.1

SJ.lifZ.lrtS.SS
31,974.90.1.71
32.054.828.S7
3.498.4.9
20.54S.9O9.

Estimated.

27.647.121.10
25.794.813.31

23.778.623.56
24.233.271.97
24.327.567.43
3O.320.8S4.
32.711.006.36

$330,888,630.97

California, producer

production

con-
sumption.

fallowing
contending

posterity,
contention practical

accumulates

neighbors
aucceedlng

following

apparent defection

elimination
Willamette

Intensified

prevalent

conditions prevailing

opportunities

landowner,

Cargoes

ling wheat for the California flour ma-

kers comes from Oregon and Washing-
ton.

Portland docks present a busy scene
during the grain ahipping season. Great
ocean-goin- g steamers and sailing ven-

eris line the harbor, flying the flags
of many nations. Long trains of
wheat-lade- n cars come down the valley
of the Columbia River, starting soon
sffer the grain harvest In July. The
wheat, sacked, la taken from the cars
Into the big wheat docks and thence
slid Into the holds of the vessels ly-
ing alongside.

The prominence of Portland as
grain exporting center makes the city
a busy place during the Winter months
because of this one commercial pro-
duct of the tributary country. The
wheat exporting gives employment to
large numbers of workmen and distri-
butes a large amount in wages here
every year. When there la a heavy-cro- p

throughout the Interior, the ship-
ping, season lasts about all Winter,
whereas with a light crop, the wheat
Is sent away within a few months.

Although I have no complete statls-tlc- a

at hand for the year'a wheat ex-
ports, the total Is growing year by year
as the acreage tributary to this port
Increases. With high prices for the
cereal during the past few aeasons. and
with wide areas of new wheat land
being given transportation, the wheat
acreage Is being Increased and the
shipments are constantly mounting up-

ward.
In addition to the wheat set afloat

here, there are large exports of barley
and oats, both to domestic and foreign
markets. California annually takes
large quantities of both cereals and
eastward to Chicago. St. Louis and
other such points almost every season
heavy shipments of brewing barley and
oats are made.

Better dock facilities are being con-
tinuously afforded at this port and
there Is a steady Improvement of the
channel to the sea. The Port of Port-
land tug service, soon to be inaugu-
rated, mill take care of the towage and
pilotage service satisfactorily. The big
wheat docks built here during the year
by the Hill interests will add to the
Importance of this city as a grain ex-
porting center.
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January.
February
March
April.
May.
June
Juiy
August
September.
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November
December.

ToiAl

January.
February.
March
April
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Auirust ......
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ON OREGON IFARMMODEM METMOD
Annual Wheat Crop Enormous Quality First-Clas-s: Timothy, Clover Alfalfa Fields Better
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SHIPPING STATISTICS PAST TWO YEARS THAT SHOW PORTLAND ONE

THE GREATEST WHEAT LUMBER EXPORTING CENTERS THE WORLD

November.

MONTH.

January.
February

September
November
December

Last month estimated

19.

45.26
-

.. M"Ct,i ? JHX y
I m.

-
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... ;v.....

.

.

$

028
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FOREIGN.

Bushels. Value.

2.279.79"
1.421.98"
1.107.113

464.732i
437.0441
109.481

I.711.57S!
1.821.0.r,0

701.0711
324.S25I

85.701
55.2451
51.508

78.620
60.801

82.647
50.723
lo.OO'i

150.109

33

WHEAT

1,815.428
2.063.505!
1.304.974

9S6.094
417.237
386.134

93.455

1.559.219
l.t4.tOU.

619.208
835.7741

Btrrels. Value.

321.
213
206,

76
250.
154.
133,
335.
202

56.
600.

93S
04 I

032
111
861
428
7"
588
892

-I- -

2501
436

Bushels. Value.

842.89

1907.

652.725
505.535
612.723
763,094
193.8101

"'so'.ooo
639.50"

1.1 19,655
1.135.821
2,710.587

470.

13.010.7941111,728,1381 $7,742,962

FLOUR FOREIGN.

(

85.9131
133.8821
1 H ii. z IP s

68.345
244.705
185.836

-I-

51.9041
31.9411

164.236

'i58!542

$ 597,026

360.7
460.296
596.456
168.614

37,500
540.002

1.032.600
1.020.032
J. 459,078

,22,454

Barrels. Value.

316,234
516.464
662.160
244.443
916.098
695.362
186.850
125.399
606.625

'69r505

664.648,'$ 2,548.3821 1,421, 629 $5,257,841

LUMBER FOREIGN.

Feet. Value. Feet. Value.

11.552.642 $ 142.9951 3.373.662 $ 47,205
7.650.856 98.940 3,913.092 69.129
6.530.561 87.4301 6.976.909 105.887

11.375.863 - 223.862 10.077.7961 150.932
13.336.182 152.349 7,633.324 1 17,365
5.971.837 60,063 12.051.968 212,315

14.204.1 15 182.690 4.677.764 65.4701
11.143.190 145.193 13.463.887 193,128!

4.655.739 47.772 4.622.061 70.814
2.037.421 26.633 13.726.288 204.1001
6.333.552 70.7141 6,18,494 95,398
3.895.366 45.5611

100.686.324i$ 1.2S4.202S6. 235. 245 $1,331,743

Fee

4.409

00,

5 :

v..
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. - WHEAT COASTWISE.

190S.

Bushels .Value

221.37.
32.93

154.8201
247.9631
450.8SH
558.826!
302.5671
155.5661
450.069i
262.4251
202.9691
275.000

3.415,392$2,96S.532 1.198,6S3 $944,169 T

6.149

2.640
6.840

4. 3

COASTWISE.

Value
-I- -

22.579!$
22.2351
24 716
18.6981
16.79j
26.40:
18 415
12.184
18.981
20,349
30.036 .

25,1101'

6.875,
$.403
6,875.
3.760.
4.972.
8.060,
3.420.

-I-

450$
ooui
224
000
000
000
000
000
000
000
ooo

180.1611
1 1 2 9901
131.6971
21 1.969
393.228
475.002
257.1 S2
136.898
396.061
230.J34I
1SS.7H1I
255.7601

Barrels
95.9611
94.491

79.042
71.3831
12,213
78,264
51,7821

' SO 669
86.483j

112.5001

Value
73,793
52.908

82.083
70.500
64.836
64.500
4S.8S0
64.636

104.780

r v; i

BE

Bushels

1907

39.977
53.166
33.094
84.427

233.017
73.562
62.7921
74.7301
75.4161
24.2841

167.710
174.5081

I

FLOUR
I Barrels

105.1431

127.5251

256.2921$!. 164.4S6I $674,403
-

.- -

1

7.664

7.311
9.655

3.t44

095, 3631

LU.M BER COASTWISE.

,0001
3I.68013

44.460;
68.5001

14.5761

10.0361
14.134
16,772
10.501

12.739:
24.0801
23.474

Feet
.141.572
483 000

T

I

.860.0001

.31 2.000

.576.0001

.441.200
965,000
027.000
600.00"!
483.225
708.735
120.0001

Value
29.583
39.343
24.500
63.476

172.433
64.436
46.466
53.300
64.104

105.643
1 12.554
148,332

Value
30.656
58.304
29,244
38.620
40.144
56.536
67.088
42.004
57.562
54.141

102.340
99.764

Value
137.124
202.245
207.900
1 24.680

98.640
111.618

44.475
75.405
76,500

126.815
97.048
61.440

;1.403,874,'$ 761.556(89.617.7321$ 1.373.890

Unfavorable Conditions
in Oriental Marts Affect
Flour Milling: Outlook Is
Brighter for ComingYear

By T. B. Wilcox. President Portland Flour-In- a

Mills Company.
Jn 1907 and more

BEGINNING 1908. the milling
business has been steadily declin-

ing, both In volume and In profits.
Trade with the Orient has been par-
ticularly reduced, due to the large
amounts of flour imported In 1907 by
Oriental merchants, and the high prices
necessitated later on by the prevailing
high prices of wheat.

The large amounts of flour which
accumulated In the Orient. together
with the declining price of silver, re- - '

suited In the failure of a good many
small dealers in the Orient, and the
embarrassment of large concerns, and
there has been a general disposition to
avoid further importation of stocks.

The financial ' condition in the Far
East and the losses resulting In not
only the Importation of flour, but
In other merchandise, resulted also in

e of several Japanese native
banks and a general falling off of busi-
ness. During 1906 and 1907. on ac-

count of the large amount of flour de-

manded, there were established In
Japan a dozen or- more mills of ca-

pacity varying from 200 barrels a day
to 1000 barrels a day. In Hongkong a
mill of 2000 barrels a dsy was completed
and put Into operation, and the Intro-
duction of theae new mills had no small
effect upon the volume of the Oriental
trade for flour, but Increased the de-

mand for wheat from the Pacific Coast.
The operation of the Japanese mills

in 1907 and 1908 has resulted In serious
lojses and the mill at Hongkong waa
completely wiped out of business early
in 1908.

The price of silver. Into which all
purchases for the Orient must be con-

verted when sold in that country, has
constantly declined, until It has reached
now & price lower than-an- prevailing
since S3S-,- with the exception of 1901.
when the Chinese ar indemnity was
paid by China, and the entire Chinese
trade greatly unsettled. At tha pres-
ent price of silver with the high price
of wheat prevailing on this Coast, tha
cost of flour In China 1s from $11 to
$12 a barrel, at which price, in a coun-
try where wages are no higher than in
the Orient, It la not to be wondered
at that the consumption is reduced,
and I look for no material improve-
ment In that direction until such time
as the price of silver is advanced, or
wheat materially cheaper, and the lat-
ter I do not consider probable In the
near future.

The bulk of the flour trade of the
Pacific Coast mills Is with the Orient,
and comments on that trade covers the
bulk of the business. There is. how-
ever, considerable business In Central
and South America and the Paclflo
Islands, all of which is represented in
the locsl statistics as shipments to,
California. Trade In thia direction has
somewhat Increased and has been more
satisfactory, and with a population of
many millions on the west coast of the
South American continent with a pur-
chasing power equal to that of any
people of Europe. It seems likely that
this trade will Increase still further.
Particularly will this be true with more
frequent and rapid steamship service,
and further exploitation of the field.

California wheat production has been
so reduced of late years, that the de-
mand for Northern flour and wheat In
that state constantly increases, and al-

though much of the California trade
is supplied from Kansas and Minnesota
either in flour or wheal, the latter
mixes to advantage with Northern
wheats snd together are ground hy
the California millers Into a satisfac-
tory product. This, however, goes to
meet the demands of the California lo-

cal consumption, the exports from Cal-
ifornia being prtctlca'.ly nothing.

Portland and Puget Sound continue
to send small consignments of flour to
Europe, but the most of this trade Is
supplied from the Atlantic Coast.

Were It not for the increased popu-
lation of the Northwest and the greater
home consumption of the higher grades
of flour, the milling business would be
in a bad way at the present time, but
this trade allows a constant Increase
year by year. Indicating an Influx of
population, and is rapidly becoming a
more important part of the milling
business. The reduced output of flour
by the mills of the Northwest has so
limited the production of offal that
extraordinary prices for mill feed snd
similar productions have prevailed, the
production being Inadequate to meet
the demand.

The outlook Is not particularly en-
couraging, the wheat crop being but
little more than one-ha- lf that of the
previous year, but high prices are al-
ways followed by large crops and low-
er prices, and In my Judgment, with
the harvesting of a large crop In the
Summer of 1909. the business will
doubtless Improve in volume If not in
profits.

In regard to the possible competition
of Manchuria In the flour trade, I have
no fear from that source. Manchuria
grows considerable wheat, particularly
in the Sungarl Valley. This territory
Is still dominated by the Russians, and
the wheat producing country is chief-
ly tributary to llarhin. where the
Russian government has built mills
with a capacity aggregating 67.000
barrels a day. The present production
of wheat amounts to some 20,000.000
of bushels, but the principal articles
produced in Manchuria are millet and
beans, and until the farming, storing
and transportation methods are mate-
rially Improved there will be no great
increase in the amount of wheat pro-
duced in that territory. Such as Is
produced at present Is consumed by
the people In the Interior of Manchuria.
Harbin being some 400 miles from the
seaboard, In which direction but little
flour finds Its wsy. We have recently
dispatched a steamer cargo of flour '.

Vladivostok, which was sold in com-
petition with the product of the Hut-bi- n

mills. Ultimately I look for a
material Increase in the production of
wheat in Manchuria through the ef-

forts of the Japanese and this In time
may become serious competition for
the Pacific Coast, but I apprehend that
before that time comes, the Increase
in the population of the Pacific Coast
from Alaska to Valparaiso, Including
the Pacific islands, will practically ab-

sorb the entire production of the Coast.
Jomes J. Hill predicts that In six

years there will be no surplus on the
Pacific Coast for export, meaning. I
presume, that whatever surplus of the
crop is not required for homo consump-
tion, will be needed East, and sent
thence by rail. If this is true, the
Northwest wheatgrowers need have
no hesitation to crop their land in
wheat, for prices must rule high and
it will be for the millers to see tl.at
they ship flour wherever wheat ran ba
sent.


