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Lagislation of

may be determined.
affect the

this kind must of necessity
several seotions of the state differ-
ently, for climatic conditions Vary
widely., The clty member. who knows
Nitle or nothing about irrigation farm-
ing or farming of any kind, will find
the water probiem af perplexing as

will the member from the farmipg
districts of the Willamette Valley
where Irrigation ditches are practi-
cally unknown. Each must take time
to Investigate the subjoct if he would
act wissly., Thiz Is probably the most
fmportant of a number of MmeRsuras
which 1t iz known will be before the

Legislature and it l= vory essi ntinl that
wasted on trivial matters
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| nue hereafter, more than it has ever
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i revenue—ihat ig lnargest obtalnible
rever It must be a4 tax on all Im-
ported stu used by all sorts and
conditions of our people In every
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and deficits

farever.

f the country pe
appropria
iplied

cannotl be

A GOOD INVESTMEXNT.

Tha Pres for the con-
servalion of JUrces grow
ever more ool chensive as time
nasses and also, as a matter of course,

expensive Canada and Mexlco
now to be invited 1o joln in the

| grand effort to save something for the

fut s from our ance vasl natural en-
dowment Their enlistment will en-
the cost of whatever s done
1 We Il""‘.i not neg "_"?“.’:'.' take "
gloomy wview of e expense of Mr
Roosevell's greatl projects When a
ralirond wishes 1o extend lines or
make improvements it be WE TaGne:
to it mnd the ing i not
doemed
judges,
maoney,
for it i= obinined
voted Lo the preas
resoarces, 1T It is wi bursed, wil
be an invesiment, n waste, and the
return= from [t will bhe locreasingly
large with every passing year
ere Is no conceivable way for the
of this country to save money
ter ndvantage than to sink it in
anservation of forests m-
«ment af navigable riw
eeonomic administration of
Y Evor doliar
1 3 o yje
res rs
rve fo ure
habltable nry
appalled srefore if 0t

round sum of monay to CArr

plane which Mr. Roosovelt s

ing It nead (righten nobody even
if an ls=ue of bonds should be re-
quired he bonds avlll represont sub-
| stantial value They wijl stand for
newly created property exactly like
the sound bonds of a city or a rall-
road.
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REFUGEES AND CRIMINALS.
Evidence have been presented
w h cam-
man and
CMhristian

My

Faots
a= o fair-minded
judge to turn over
Hudowitz to the Russlan authorit
Just what the evidence was In this
interesting case has not yet been mnde
public All we know §= that Rudowita
is n fugitive charged by the Caar's
with murder, arson and sundry
other crimes, while his defense ls thal
he fled to America as a politie r
uTee. Roth Amepiesn and English
jaw has always made an emphatic dis-
tinotlon between common criminals

Med him

prir-

liee

and political refugees. The former
are uniformly dellvered up under ex-
tradition treaties. To the litter the

right of nsylum has never been de-
nied. Both American and British
sentiment would be outraged by the
surrender of an exile whoas only of-
fense was participation in an upris-
the Rusesian, or any other
government,

Naturally, therefare, the Crar’s po-

lice agents try thelr utmost to make
it appear that the persons who have
lately fled to America from Russia

upon the fallure of the revelution are
common malafactors. During the dis-
turbances property was stolen, bulld-
ngs bumed and people killed This
always happens [n *time of war,
whether It be forelgn or civil, but
Christian ssntiment does not approve
alf the wholesale executions which
would ensuye were every person who
tnkes pari against tha government
oS ) responsible for the
Thoss whom the Czar

catch within his own domains he mn.\"

The world abhars his conduct bul
cannot prevent it. Those who have es-
caped to America are safe unless some
piagsible accusation other than that
nf rebellion can be lodged against
i tham. The Czar's police agents have,
| af course, no scruples. It does not di=
tress thelr consciences in the least/de-

|
|b|m‘hnr by the thousand If he likes,
|

gree 1o keep tha civil war entirely out
of sight and present the congequences
| of the war as If they were Individual
!rrm.s:.q, The wonder Is that these
| agents ghould be able to mpose upon
any American Judge by thelr cunning
tricks.

To be suré Commissioner Foote, of
[ Chicago. Is not a Judge. He s not

even n lawyer and It seems very =ingu-
lar that & cause so [raught with con-
as Rudowimz’'s extradition
shouid hanve been entrusted to an ar-
| biter with qualifications apparently so
To return the exile to the
is 1o condemn him
r none of those who

Sequence

slender

tenk part in rthe abortive revolution
| have been | | ed their trials
Every trial leads to an  execution.
Worse still, the accused |s sure to be
| tortured in an inhuman manner fo
comp«l him 1o betra) his confaderales
| Honce Commissionsr Foote has sen-

nat merely to deatl,

| tenced Rudowits
| I likeilhood to worse
| death, Russian «¢ are not
| elvillzed tribunal N law nor
| the ¢x-
1 noCeE Zl!!ﬁ
| ctions.
| wondings sre and the
publie knows compiratively little of
their hormhl burt illoR Hut we
‘ k ocnongh to 'warrnnt the state-
ent that no réel sught to be de-
| wer unless the
% pverwhelming.
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DEVICIT,

| CHIEF WEASDOX FOR THE
hington advi sirn Lhat prus-
| e ¢ River and Harbor blll at
3 pession of Congress are
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el In the

£ Is increasing In
of the enormous de-
v and for the Pana-
imate ex-
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them
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= wonld prohibit

| holding any commercial po-
[ fifteen minut This In-

VI e and Ignorance of the frst

principles of business can be found

departmenis, and, while the logses

|t wused are individuslly small, )
| the aggregate they Tun into Vasi suma
of m oy and legt-
Hmute River

aAppropr

| and hill

| ex-
| ivagunees andg whstefulness are w#@i-
W 0 bafore s If & businesz man

| w y ship a cargo of mber o
.. a or the Orient, he charters (he
| ¢ st sleamer i can fi regnrd-
less of the flag she flies, und thon calis

| for by not from Any ong or two
ports on Puget Sound, but from @very

1her port on the Paclfic

|
l the Government requires
| cargo of lumber for Manlla, It Insists
 on Its being carried In an American
| vease]l At a8 freight rate about double
| that ‘which the business man would
| pay, and in calling for bids Insisis on
delivery at some special port on Puget
Sounsd The same pollcy causex the
Government to let a contract for a
drydock for Manila to an Atlanti
Coast vard. becaunse the figure was

$10.0600

| w the Paclfic (C'oast Agure

e cost of moving & dock
| from the Atlantic vard was
$100,000 greater than it would
| e2nnt had the dock been sent (o
her station from a Pacific Coast yard
The same p I# responsible fom
the bullding of threa lightship= for the
Columbia River and Puge und at
o Atlantic yard, and th Enor=-
mou= sxpense, sending the A 14,-
| 000 mlle vovage around Cape Horn,
suble to the dangers of a trip WAl
cannot fall to wrench and batter them
i that they will be compelled on ar-
rival to g0 for repairs to the vards at
they should have been bullt on
| aciflic Coast A few woeks ago
announced that nearly 200 ¢em-

in the reclnmatic

be translferred from
pofms in the Far West where
was In § Broas Meny of
rmploves e female steEnog-

are drawing salaries about

= 1t would

be necessary

for the Government 1o pay in the

West, where the employves are (o be
sent Government expensi

F the past four or five yvears a

l very able carpenter living near Wel-

#oT, o, where grain-growing s

ver GHsed had been draw-

ing a good salary ns n rop expert for

| s wi, Washington and Idah ro

check up the orr and cnable the

| department to arrive @t something sp-

proaching a reasonable estimate on
the crap, ach v spaxnn brings
with It a number special” experts
from Waashington, who in a visit to
| Portiand, Puget Sound or Spokant
: quite natorally learn more ab
the grain crops of Oregon, Washing-
d Idaho than can ever ba
at Welser, although the mile-

por die and =alary of these ex-

i n the aggregate help to in-
| crense the treasury deficit. There (s
l.‘lﬂ“!hlr excellent method. The pur-
chasa of steamers, machinsry or sup-
| pliss for any big undertaking of n
nature simiine to the Panama Canal is
H vy a favorite method of moreasing
il[.-- deflcit Mr. Taft, snon afier the
Pannma Canal work was started, gave

em n frightful jolt by actually
lilgures on number of
which he purchasod
‘nlannd at about £250. 000 less than slm-
| Uar craft would in this country
The figures, however, were all that he
wais permitted to secure from the f
| elgners.
Examples of this petty wastafulness
counld ba continued Indefinitely, for
the perniclous system has permeated

| this sy
ring
| stnEmers

L “

could

cost

0or-

avery branch of the Government.
River and Harbor Improvements and
many other much-needed projects
must suffer because of reckless and
needless wasto of fund=s by a sysiem
which, If applied to any legitimate
business enterprise, would spell ruln
The Govermnment & short on moneyv
for the same reason that the oty of
Portland = shori—too much s being

wasted on salpries and expenses for
which no adequate returns gre rorth-
coming.

predic-
tlon has come naught. The dis
ciples of Lee J. Spangter, white-robed
and expectant, stood all day upon a
wind-gwept cemetery hill near Nyack,
New York, last Sunday, awalting the
call of the trumpet and the prociaimed
end of all thinge of earth. The
sprophet” found it prudent to absent
himself from the gathering, and finally
| the-avhite-robed ones Were orderad off

Another “end of the world”
Lo

| velopments,

the grounds and went in chill sadness
to thelr homes to await further de-
Wonder Itself s para-
lvzed in the presence of such folly as
this and looks on agape and speech-
less, while rude scorn croaks out its
derigive “ki-¥i” a= the bedraggled and
deluded “saints” turn their faltering
footsteps toward the homes to which
but now they bade adleu, as they be-

lfeved, forever. We may well sup-
pose that they gathered gratefolly
around the rekindled fAr on  their
hearths, willing to enjoy for yvel A
Ml while the genial warmth that

emanated therefrom

The African Hottentots, who occupy

a position in thelr own country very
much similar to that of the Yaqul In-
diuns in this country, are on the war-

The opened the pro-

have

path agaln

ceedings with a rald on thie ciltt
posts and murdered two Europesan
and followed s up by shootin
German  Aoldle who were

st ow that verman
tish Interests In Bouth Africa have be-
come to a degree mutunl, that country
should natorally become VEry an-
healthy for a Hottentot wiho has 20 in-

corretily gauged the fighting abillty of
the white men. After pouring ont
binod and (reasure in =such  enormons
guantities as she has In South Africa,

Great Britain wiil hardly permit a few
wild Hottentots to shoot up the catlle
posts or murder the cltizens South
Africa 18 i the clvilized column, and
the blacks must be informed of the
fact.

No wonder the tay levy keeps pace

with the inoressed valuation of prop-
erty in Muoltnomah Counly and espe-
C in Porctland. With pr ‘Ipal

afficers’ deputies, deputies’
g, clerks, assistant clerks and
fuglemen of high and low de-
. whose Tames corowd ity
pay-roll t th# number of over nine
hundred, at an aggregkte expense Lo
the taxpayers of $5 00 a# month, a
high levy must be malntalned The
valuation of praperiy is high The
high levy i# in accordance with the
oft-verified statement which ¢ Ares
that “Where the carcass Ig, there Wil
the wultures be gathered together.”
This interesting pemark was offered
in the Scattle Tilmes of Sunday t
to wit:
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1o be pamsed $1. 700, alread
Invested In the

That mithes 10,000 for o
light pl and then after all this
money i it will cost m
rate the plant—Io =
tereat and deterioration—than to buy
the llg from contractors

The big lure in New York on Sat-
urday enused not a ripple on thea finan-
‘lal pool vesterday and siock mar-
ket not only failed Lo she wedkness,
nut on e gontrary =on Ip LD -
psual heights for the hollaey season.
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The storm-beaten flest that wres-
tled big gale on Christmas
Day up 4t the varlous coast
ports, us fnr no 1 of I
reported, the old
Gotama abandoned In t
logged The No Pacific
{hean In ter son is no
place for aged. ove 1 schooners
and they should not wat In
threatening westher

endous ratl I

two moderate-s

mnaged to give u

the

i

tory administration 1
health depariment until he was sup-
pinnted by the present adminisiration,
which with 32450 [ the
chief officer i= 1 ti tax
payers $1386 per aninries
alone,
Who can guestion the ents af
urns m? Yesterday (Sun: he
: o aminer of December
27 wWas and. It was started
for Port Friday, December 25
By the time [t gels to Bea It will
be o day older, and then when It gets
to Vancouv (B. ¢.) It will be & ¢«
older stiil Is thi=z journ: or is
ridiculous pretense?
l thoss good peopt whi
in of state gua

deposits would put

small effort In behalf
s that will guarintee t
ink a quick trip to the p 2
itentlar hank ey It would bey
s safe 4s any of propert)

Mr. Rockefel vho was strangely
eager in mai g kn for
tha electlon of Mr has been
just ax ingely silent the sub-
jerl since the wo oounted.
But perhaps he Iimagin that his in-
fluence wccomplished the result and

thalt all peo approciate It

The Oregon Agricultural College will

open It short courdes for farmers
varly In January and contlhue them
three monthe, Farmers who have a
month of =pare time could =pend it

profitably by taki or more of the

short courses,
if the Echool teachers could obtain
the waste money | supports the
army of hange 1 ity Hall
they swould be out of tiax-
payvers' big bounty.
Last wi | over-
crowded B 1t had
yerd o1 jail he waunld still be
ving the the Lord
gave him.
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t's not yet too jate to
tardy presents for the

forgot on Chrisimas

Champion Johnson certainly ought
to be able to find abundance of white
trash somewhere

dnctore =hows
race sick pa-

The wrangie of the
what a long-=uffering
tients ars

Nn one has suggestad Mr. Cortelyou
a= a pessible member of the Taft Cab-
dnet.

HERE'S A STUDY IN PERSIFLAGIE.

ead It Carefully and Perhaps You'll
Know What #i's All Ahbeout.
Bdi-

PORTLAND, Dec. 27.—(To the
tor.)—0ur brethren who are exerciged
over the decislons of Judges should
calm themsalves. There i» joy in
gloom. ms the poet says; there I=s &
law of compensatfon in the thornioest
Judgmenis If our boiles are jailed

by the cold impartiallty of one Judge.

aur souls are freed by the transcen-
dental philosophy of another, Take the
| pase of Judge Peter 8 Grosscup in the
Diecamber North American teview.
Here vou have a sclentific axposition
[ of woul-Hfe and immortality as Inmi-
nous as & fire in a Stunds 1
honse on @a dark and dresr
W is more consollng than the
knowledge thit a Plutocrat has
' moul? Would vou swap “yourn
his'n” for $28,000.0007 The Jndge
velllcntes the erialistic T 2 ° t
man is but A poOmpoas FAS \ o,
| when he blows off, Joins the or-
fable has-beens to tilize
| 5 srdon the diversion, the 1
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and fact from {urther boy
ronl by & vigorous use
imagination.
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|.' onopoly® Here ls & case where Imag-
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gest, but ti lnrxels 1 wahlol. He
was attacked by conwvulsions, but will re-
cover.
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‘ Bianche Walsh Bays 100-Acre Farm.
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Thiet Leaves Hounse, the Poorer,
Baltimors News.
A thisf who stole 330 worth of cf

from Solomon Pollick, of Monure N
J., dropped a thook contal 8 $125,
which wa= found by Pollick [n his hen-
honsa.
Anid Other People Think So.
Bpringfield, (Mnss.) Dispatcl
An applicant for naturalizstion at
Northampton, Mass,, asked what are the
duties of the President of the United
Sintes, replied, "'to & ntand Con-
| Bress."
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