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HOW WILL ROOSEVELT ANSWERY

Thers Is much curiosilty to s¢e how
President Rooseveit will deal with the
request of the House of Representa-
tives for specific Infarmation as to his
charge that members of Congress had
votad In favor of restricting Federal
detectives to work for which they are
sppointed, lest the detectives shouid
expose members of Congress them-
seives as guilty of criminal practices

Though not in the terms of the
passage in hi= message, this statement
is the substunce and meaning of it It
ts clear that the President must pre-
sent mattor In support of hix accusa-
tion, or apologize for it

Doubtless he might be able to fur-
nish & vast hody af probable, though
undecisive, proof In support of his
extraordinary statemont For it s
believed to be true that where indl-
viduals have been engaged in loot of
the public remources, members of
Congress have, In many cases, uscd
thelr influence in behalf of tholr on-
terprising constituents attempting
these operations. It does not follow,
of ecourss, that all members of Con-
gress have known that the practices,
or the attempis, were unlawful or
eriminal., That thers have been such
cases, however, s certain, But the
di=position of the Senator or Repre-
sentistive to serve an Influential constit-
uen: who might have some kind of
s tobe worked through, wonld ac-
Lot for mich of this efforty without
arnlvement of the member himaelf
e kmowlafizs of any criminal tran-
gatinf, Secret service agents, how-

var, fullowing clues, on finding that
membera of Congress had recom-
mended and assisted (n fraudulent op-
erations, would be apt to conclude
that the members themsclves had
gullty knowiledge, and thelr superiors
in office would lay up such stock of
facts and conjectures as might be
avallable for future uss of the various
departments. It is undoubted that a
Inrge stock of information of this
description would be available for the
u=e of the President, {f he =should
want it, and & report by him on the
vartous jobs recommended by members
of Congress and discovered to be
fraudulent or fmpropor, would wake
echoex at Washington and in all parts
of the country. Of course there would
be a rush of explanations from all
quarters, with protestations of inno-
cency and Iack of knowiedge, but the
President, nevertheless, could stir a
tempest and mnke & mighty ancom-
fortable for a lot of members, if he
choae

What course he will take, question
is:. for he i In position to discover to
the country a mighiy lot of sensational
matter, should he wiah to do so, dis-
c¢loxing the attitude of members of
Senate and House towards an infinite
lat of jobs, more or lesx shady in
character, which, of course, members
of Congress are unwilling should be
revealed. For, even If they dJdidn't
know they were assisting in shady
transactions and werg only anxious to
favor constituents, they would prefer
silemce and ohlivion to publicity and
neceasity of explanation. No question
he has the “stuff,” and the *“medi.
cine.” Wil he use i, or will he slur
the matter with a statement which
Congress—that wants no searching in-
vestigation—may be willing to acoept
und call It explanatlion and apology?

it Is mot to be regardad as probable,
or possible, that Theodore Roosevelt
made & statement a0 extraordinary,
without means to support it; and that
members of Congress have constantly
mided constituenis who were pushing
*“joba™ of various kinds, for promotion
and enhancement of thelr own for-
tunes at the expense of the common
weal, i= certain—whether the Con-
Eraasman had knowledge of the na-
ture of the graft, or not. But revela-
tlon of thls whols business, In so far
B the secret has dizcoversd
I, wounld be recefved gladly by the
country. It wonld *“wake up the
snaken™ and no mistake. The ques-
tion;, then, s of surpassing interest—
How will Rooseveltl respond? He s
nothing If not a fighter, and hitherto
anvhody and averyhody who wanted

service

m Aght could get It out of him. This
ons may ba more serious than any
Yet. But will he quail?

CHERRY—ALFALFA—BARHERRY.

The cherry was not known in Eu-
rope In the eariy time,. 1t was brought
into Italy from Persia, Ferrero tells
us, by Crassus, about 55 B, C. In
America It wa=s a native tree, but the
frult generally was of poor quallty
Oregun has the wild cherry in abund-
ance, and in the Umatilla country the
frult was the best ever known in the
wild state. It was cageriy eaten by the
early mmigrants. Excellent results
have often been obtalned in Oregon
by grafiing improved varieties upon
native stock. The fact thai the
“choke cherry” of Umatilla wus tha
best wild cherry ever known 2 worth
mention ae confirmation of the claim
of the Oregon country to the produc-
tion of the best varietics of the culti-
vatled tree and lts fruft.

Alfalfa, the fodder plant, was
brought Into America from Europe,
and Europe got it from Arabia, or
Babylonin. We get the word from the
Arable, a= we get from the =ame
sonrce auch words as algebra, alcahel,
alchemy, and many more. The Span-
lrde brought! Lhe seed tn the New
World. A monograph lssued by the
Depariment of Agriculture informs us
that alfalfa got into Italy In the first
century of our era. "It may briefly be
described."” say» this =ame document,
“sg being a decp-rootad |Jong-lived
hoerbaceous forage plant. belonging to

the botanical family leguminosae, or
pod-bearing plants. it resembles
clower, mnd its chief pecaliarity is a

tap ront often extending fifteen féel or
more Into the soll. That is why it
tionrishes in the semli-arid regionm of

the West: it sinks its root down whers
molsture may be found.” Vet it will not
flourish well where the underlying
strata are Impervious or very hard.
The so-called Oregon grape, which
Is not of the grape family at all, but ls
a barberry, flouriches (n particular lo-
calities in a wild state, but Is very In-
tolerant of cultivation. But when Its
shoots or roots are grafted with their
kindred of forelgn countries a new
stogk = obtained which may be culti-
vated with highest possible effects. The
French do this Lo perfection. The Ore-
gon plant, engrafted with that of
France, comes out in new character.
The world i# now only at the begin-
ning of these variations of plant Iife—
though the subject iz a very old one.
Means of communication between the
various reglons of the sarth now afford
facilities for Improvement of plant
lifa not possible In former times, and
it is a genernl rule that the stock of
one country can be greatly fmproved
by admixture with that of another.

THE OREGON BANKS

The summary of State Bank Exam-
Iner Stesl's report on the conditlon of
Oregon banks at the cloge of busi-
ness November 27 makes an Interest-
ing showling. The prosperity of the
stnte (= reflected in deposits of nearly
$74,000,000 and total reources of
$107,000,000. The division of depos-
its between the state banks and the
National banks Is close, the 132 state
banks belng creditod with $39.674.-
348,82 and the sixty-five National
banks having to their credit deposits
of $34.270,880.89. The statement of-
fers =ome Intereating oomparisons
with that for the Portland banks
taken separately. It shows that of the
total of deposits held in ali Oregon
banks, $47,241,627.41 s held by the
banking institutions of Portland.

The bank= of this clity are alzo cred-
fted with resources amounting to $56.-
£35,993.98, an amount silghtly In ex-
cess of one-hall of those of the re-
mainder of the banka throughout the
stateo. In loans and discounts, the di-
viglon between Portland and the re-
malnder of the state s remarkably
close, the Portland banks reporting
thizs Hem at $25,640,842.44, while the
remaining banks show a total of §25,-
751,417.28. The total population of
the state at this time Is difficult to ea-
timate, but it Is generally belleved that
it has reached a figure where the bank
deposits will show an average of more
than §100 per caplita. Thi= figure
would, of course, be greatly swollen If
the deposits Included all of the invest-
ments held by the loan and trust or-
ganizations, not to mention the hoardsa
which have not yet been taken out of
the stockings and teapots into which
they were frightened by the panlc of
Inst year.

Thea panic Interrupted a large flow
of Bastern money which was then
coming Into the state for Investment,
and this movement has as vet hardly
been resumed. Conditions are steadily
improving, however, and the very flat-
tering bank statement just published
will undoubtedly be much tmprovad on
by its successor a year hence.

HOW THE COLLEGES GROW.

Some trustworthy statistics of uni-
vergity attendance lately published In
the Now York Evening Post indlcate
that the center of educational popula-
tion is moving westward. Tho largest
university 2 still on the Atlantic Coast,
but it 'is Columbia now, and not Har-
vard.  Yale has gone down to twelfth
in the lst, several of the state unlver-
gities being ahead of har. The latter
schools are the only ones which seem
to have grown much., Minnesota and

Wisconsin each galned 400 students
last year, while Princeton barely held
her own, Yale galned but 31 and Har-
vard’'s enrollment actually declined.

In the race for precedence the state
universitlies are not likely to lose
ground as the yvears pass. With the
power of taxation to support them and
an Imvincible loyvalty to them In the
hearts of the-people, it would be rash
to try to predict where they will stop.
Moreover, they have the advantage of
looking to the future while the older
colleges have thelr eyves fixed on the
past. The spirit of the state univer-
#ity Is democratic, sclentifie, evolution-
ary. The anclent endowed Institution
clinga to classical tradition and schol-
astiec authority. The ons typifies
youth, with its boundless rourage, the
other nge, with Its timid caution, and
America seems to lke youth better
than age.

SEAL PMROTECTION FARCE.

Professor David Starr Jordan, in a
communication to The Oregonian,
tankes exception to comment made by
this paper on the manner in which the
United States has been buncoad out of
the sealing business and the large
herds which formerly thronged Pribi-
loff Islanda now driven to other parts
of the ocean. Scientists might discover
a techmical distinetion in the dlfferent
herds in the North Pacifie, but the Vic-
toria sealers who have followed these
herds from iIsland to Island and profit-
ed by the protection which the Gov-
ernment has given the San Francisco
fur monopoly have failed to note the
diference. They only know that dis-
appearance or diminishing of the herds
in one part of the ocean Is followed
by an Increase in some other locality.
The Oregonlan cannot agree with Dr.
Jordan that the bhranding of the seal
I= not “inhuman™ and cruel, and we
cannot baelieve that the seal so branded
will hi=ten back for more of the same
treatmeont.
There Is no occasion for Dr. Jordan
to rush ta the defense of the “San
Franclsco moenopoly,” which to n
gEreater degree than any other Influ-
énce is responsible for the driving of
the American saazlers to the protection
of the British flag. This moneopoly Ia
undoubtedly, as Dr. Jordan asserts, “a
reputablie business houss,” and “the
holding of such a lease offored by the
United Btates to the highest bldder ia
perfectly open and honorable.” Ad-
mitting all this to ba true, it does not
aiter the fact that, by spending mil-
ilona in the past fwenty-five years to
protect this monopoly. the Govern-
ment has driven the sealing Industry
out of the hands of Ameritans Into
those of the Britieh and Japaness seal-
ers, No stronger admission of the fact
that this polley iz wrong Is needed
than the actual payment by the Gov-
ernment to Canadian sealers of dam-
nges to the amount of $425,000 and in-
terest for unlawful seiznres of vossels
which were Interfering with the profits
of the monopoly.
One of the most disgraceful ncts In
connection with this miserable sealing
policy has been the refusal of the Gov-
ernment to pay the clalms of the
American =ealers selzsed at the same
time and under the same conditions as
those which prevalled when the Cana-
disn sealers were selzed. Ag an ex-
ample of discrimination against Amer-
\can citizens, protection of a monopoly.
injustice and Inhumanity, the Ameri-
can Government's seallng policy stands

In a class by itself. Viewed from al-

| most any standpoint, the United Btates

will ba a distinct gainer when the ex-
pensive farce is ended by the clubbing
of the last seal and abolishment of
the pleasant Summer crulses of the
revenus cutters. .

EYES VERSUS REASON,

In seeking to discover who robbed
the 0. R & N. train the other nilght
the authoritiez have come upon more
evidence than they know what to do
with. The Investigation Is suffering
from the rare complaint known as
an embarrassment of riches, Incar-
carated in the City Jall there are two
ne'er-do-wells named Johnson and
Benson whom the train employes posl-
tively identify as the robbers. At the
same time Sheriff Stevens hoids in
durance vile at the County Jall an-
other preclous pair, Burke and Hayes
by name, one of whom confesses to the
robbery with all the plausfble clrecum-
stances of truth. The dilemma is a
strange ona. Of course behind it lies
a little struggle between the city and
county authqritles to obtain the re-
ward for sapprehending the robbers,
but this could not of itself create the
clash of evidence. To show how gon-
uine this clash Is let us fix our minds
for & moment or two on Enginesr
Donlon. He was detalned in his cab
for an hour and a quarter by one of
the robbers whose features and gar-
ments he had ample time and oppor-
tunity to observe.

Before seeing the prisonsra at the
jall, Donloh described the clothes the
robbers wore on Thursday night, and
we are given to understand that John-
son's and Benson's gurments corres-
ponded to his deseription. This Is
very powerful evidence. It becomes
stlll more convincing when we notice
that it goes into minute particulars,
even down to a ¢rack across the toe
of one of the prisoners’ shoes. So
much for Engineer Donion’s memory
of faces and eclothing. Wea come now
to his memory of conversation, On
last Tuesday night he was confronted
with Burke at the County Jall. Burke
had confessed to the robbery and evi-
dence was needsd to corroborate his
confession. Hence he was set face to
face with Donlon who had already
declared Johnson and Benson I the
City Juil to be the robbers, At first
the enginear's memory declined to con-
tradict Itself, He falled to recognize
Burke, but the Intter presently
brought to bear upon him a process of
proof to which even the most obstinate
Intelligence must yield.

It was the process by which bellev-
ers in spiritism attempt to Ildentify
the personality of departed souls,
namely the recital of circumstances
which could by no possibility be
known to anvhody but Burke and
Donlon. Burke claims to have been
the robber whp guarded Donion in
the cab so that for a long time they
two were alone together and what
they there sald to each other must
be confined to their own knowledge.
If now Burke could recite to Donlon
sentences which Donlon admitted that
they interchanged during that time,
how could iis evidential power be re-
Jected? It would not merely rafse a
presumption that Burke was the
man who guarded Donlon in the cab,
it would demonstrate that he wns, The
proof of the Pythagorean Theorem in
geometry would be no more convine-
Ing. If the alleged spirft of & dead
man comes back from the evergreen
shore and tells Phillp of circumstances
which were known to the departed
and Philip, and to nobody else iIn
evarth or heaven, then Philip, if he Is a
rational man, necessarily believas that
the alleged spirit Is what he claims to
be, unless Indeed he escapes by way
of telepathy.

Now, that is the
recomplished. He
lon a conversation they had In the
cab which Donlon had momentarily
forgotten, a clroumstance which ex-
cludes the hypothesis of telepathy.
How could Burke possibly know of
this conversation unless he was actual-
Iy In the ¢ab as he claimed to be?
Evidently there was no other way for
him to know and thercfore Donlon
threw overboard the testimony of his
eyes, to which he had trusted in identi-
fying the prisoners in the City Jall, and
surrendered to his reason, He ad-
mitted that Burke was the man who
kept guard over him. Other mem-
bers of the traln crew were convinced
by the same process. Fireman Bon,
for example, could not recogniza
Burke at first, though he must have
had a good view of him on the night
of the robbery; but Burke applled the
same wrench to his memory that he
had uwsed upon Donlon. “Don’t you
remember that 1T asked you for a
match at such and such & moment?"
Yes, Bon remoembered and the trick
was done. He had to admit that
Burke was the man he eclalmed to be.
Indeed who could have avolded the
admission under such extreme press-
ure of logle?

Whether Donlon and Bon will not
discover reasons Iater on for again
revising thelr recollections of the rob-
bers, we can not of course pretend to
say. Our poilnt now s that they
ought not to be held ap to obloguy and
derision for trusting to thelr reason
rather than to their senses. Their
eyes tell them that the men in the
City Jail are the robbers, Thelr rea-
son tells them that Burke and Haves
in the County Jall are the men. In
discrediting the former and relying
upon the latter they follow the pro-
ces2 which has elevated the human
race from barbarism to civilization.
Much as we boast of the credibility
of our senses we rarely trust them
when they conflict with reason even
slightly. In this ease the conflict is
as complete as it |s between our syes
and our bralns In regard to the motion
of the sun. The eyes pay It goes
round the earth. The brain says it
does not. We decide the dispute by
belleving the brain just as Donlon
tdoes In his dilemma.

feat which Burke
recalled to Don-

IR CHEAPF LUMBER POSSIBLE?

Edward Hines, president of the Vir-
ginia & Rainy Lake Lumber Company,
which a Chicago dispatch pronounces
“the largest combine in the world of
its kind,” s predicting cheap lumber,
which, he asserts, will ba obtained
through cheapening the cost of manu-
facture by other methods than “at the
expense of the country by reckless or
wasteful lumbering methods™ Mr.
Hines gives a number of detalls of the
new plans on which™ his firm will
bring about this remarkably pleazing
condition. Among other improvemonts
in methods, he sayas “we will utilize all
the timber on the ground we cut over.
We will not simply pick out the cholce
trees, leaving dead wood and brush to
feed forest fires, We will clear the
land so that, Instead of being a worth-
less wilderness after it s cut ovar, It
will be awvallable for farming pur-
poses."™

While the consuming public ha=s he-
come somewhat skeptical about any
“largest combine in the world™ making
any radical reduction In the cost of
any commodity it may have for sale, It

will awalt results of this new method

of lumbering with interest, and proba-
bly with no great degree of confidence
in its success, The “base™ for cheap
lumber s cheap stumpage. It is only
where stumpage Is very high priced
that there will be any economle ad-
vantage in utilizging *'all the timber on
the ground we cut over.” Whenever
stumpage advances to a point whera
there is a profit In this kind of econ-
omy, the price of lumber will advance
In keeping. Mr. Hines' proposed sys-
tem for clearing the land as he pro-
ceads is also a plan that has its draw-
backs. The professional logger,
whether he handles an axe and saw or
I8 82 hooktender or swamper, Is some-
what out of his element In preparing
tand for cultivation as a part of his
work of logging.

The men who clear land In the tim-
bered portlon of this country can be
secured at wages fully 50 per cent
less than those pald professional log-
gers. It Is accordingly obvious that
cheaper lumber cannot be secured by
figuring In on its cost the labor of
high-priced men who are part of the
time engaged in low-priced work. If
these Joggers are not employed In
clearing the land as they remove the
timber, others must be secured. In
either case the cost of the clearing
will have no direct “bearing on tHe
price of lumber. ‘

Removal of the duty on lumber may
temporarily make the Canadian
product cheaper than that which is
obtainable from American mills, but
the rapid depletion of our forest
wealth on both sides of the Canadian
line and the enormous increase In con-
sumption of lumber preclude any pos-
sibility of lumber ever again selling to
the consumer at prices much, if any,
lower than those now prevailing. The
end of the stumpage supply is In sight;
it ls plainly visible to all timbermen
and Jlumbarmen. For that reason
there will not be any serious cutting
of pric.s of a commadity whose sup-
ply is so near exhausted, with ne
means for replenishing it

The Providence which watches nver
fools and not infrequently extends its
jurisdiction to the ranksa of criminals
wis “on the job" yesterday, and as a
result another fool with the ready re-
volver = in jall with only a minor
charge agalnst blm, Instead of being a
murderer. The offense of ordering a
man to move on and resenting an in-
sult by thrazhing the offender 12 not
one that justifies murder. Had Mr.
Seeber succeedad In hizs intentions, he
would have had difficulty In pleading
the “anwritten law” or even “demen-
tia Americana”™ for his actions. The
incident, coming at this tlme, when
murders and attempted murders have
been unusually numerons, offersfurther
evidence of the necessity of a law pro-
hibiting the Indigcriminate carrying of
firearms by Irresponsible I1diots who
are unable to control their tempers.

‘Wall street has a report that An-
drew Carnegie 15 assoclated with Mr,
Schwab In the Bethlehem Steel Com-
pany. This seems hardly probable, in
view of the recently expressed views of
the Laird of Skibo on the possibility
of making radical reductions In the
price of steel without any Immediate
danger of driving the manufacturing
concerns into bankruptcey, There s,
of course, the possibillty that Andrew
has signally falled by the library pro-
cess in getting rid of his money aa rap-
idly as it accumulates. The new
method would, of course, be less spec-
tacular than the library system of dls-
tributing the mammoth fortune that
has been wrung from American con-
sumers, but the plan {8 not without its
merits, and {f Andrew will practice as
he preaches, his return to the trade
will be welcomed.

It Is pretty late in the season o be
agaln advising Christmaa shoppers to
begin early In their search for pres-
ents, As there |s an entlre day In
which to finish the performance, it
might not be out of place, however, to
urge on those who have not vet made
their selections, that, while it Is too
late to begin early in the season, there
Is still time to begin early In the day.
This will make the sirain of the final
crush easier on the buying public and
ulso on the tired, overworked clerks
who attend, or endeavor to attend, to
thelr wants.

A Philadeiphla dispatch sava that
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Dela-
ware are buried i{n a blanket of snow
from six Inches to a foot in depth. The
dispatch concludes with the comfort-
ing news that “an old-fashloned white
Christmas is assured.” Out here In
Oregon we are enjoying one of those
mild Winter rains which brings the
bloom of youth to the aged cheek and
aleo assures us of an "old-fashioned
Christmas” whose charms will not be
murred by that ghostly cold whiteness
that a snow storm spreads over the
earth,

It Is n mystery why Senator Platt, of
New York, should think anybods
wishes to read hls memoirs. He never

did anything worth hearing or did
anything worth recording. Now that
he |s all dead but his wvanity, he

takes up the Incredibly useloss tusk of
writing his memolra. The book may
inadvertently tell something Interest-
ing about other men, If it does |t
will have one redeeming feature. It
i& not 1ikely to have more than one.

When It comes to trust-busting, At-
torney-General Hadley, of Missourl,
takes the cake. His reford of three
“busted”™ In one day beats anything in
that llne ever done before, and the
wonder of hls feat becomes greater
when we remember that they were all
Standard Ol “subsidiary corpora-
tions" Glven a prosecutor and a
court who are In earnest and the trusts
prove as vulnerable as other criminals.

Every time a jury sets {ree, or falls
to hang, a murderer, It furnishes an
excuse for other murderers. Doss any
one think that, If every murderer were
promptly punished, there would be so
many homlcides by half as there are
in the United Stutes?

It's a little tough to be accused of
trainrobbery and then te have to make
a long argument showing that you are
the robber. But sve are a mighty
skeptical people. We don't like the
ldea of jailing such romantic heroes as
trainrobbers.

Hon. S8am Gompers' great desire to
mekes a martyr of himeelf is in a fair
way to be reallzed. But twalve
months in jall may seem longer in re-
ality than In anticipation.

What has become of that great
scheme of all smmokers to boycott the
streetears by walking? Why don't
they do it? They can thus solve the
whole probiem. 1

How would an injunction do, Mr.
Gompers, to restrain the court from
Lclrrrlng that jail sentence into effect?

LOAN PORTLAND LIBERTY BELL.

Philadelphin Newspaper Strongly Ur-
mew Sending of the Patriotic Symbol.
North American.

The North American would be the
last/ to advocate s vyielding to every
request for the Liberty Bell to be sent
hither and von &8 a sort of eideshow
attraction for unimportant local cele-
brations. But there has come a plea
for its presence from across the con-
tinent which we think should be heed-

ed.

Since the time when Sewnrd was
called “the fool of a century' for pay-
Ing a few milllons to Russia for Alas-
ka, then deemed a barren, ley, worth-
less wilderness, there has grown a
wonder clty beside a harbor In which
all the navies of the earth might e
In snug anchorage. And through the
splendidly typleal American City of
Seattle there passea every year the
golden hervest of Alasks, a thousand-
fold greater annually than the cost
to America for all that territory.

And all the while, southward of Se-
attle, Poriland ha= been growing—in
size and stabllity worthy the name
Sastern tourists give to 1t—"the Phlia-
delphia of the West.” Near the Co-
lumbia River, whose pure flood makes
the Mississippl ugly and the Hudson
petty and pnimpressive, with snow-
capped mountains In sight of the city’s
streets, with every home the center
of o garden, bowered with every wva-
riety of bhloom, Portland is as proud
of Itx beputy as It Is of Its commercial
strength and conservatism, and, above
ail, of lis Amerieanism.

Those two citles are to celebrate
their arrival at full stature among Amer-
lean eities, Next Summer they invite
Americans who know only the Rast
fnd Euorope to look upon our West.
And, therefore, we think that this plea
which comes to Philadeiphia deserves
the most respeciful and friendly con-
sideration:

To His Honor, the Mayor, the Select Coun-
il and the Common Councli, Philade!phia,
Fa.—dentlemen: The Portland Rome netd-
val and the Alarka-Yokon-Paclfic Expoattion
of Seattle am sxtremsly anxious to have
the dear old Liberiy Bell brought to the Pa-
cific Coast in June, 1WE. This smcred me-
marial, whese thriiliog tones (neplred our
forefathers, has never vislted the great gnld-
en West. Wa feel that £ would prove a
valunble aducstor to the rising gensrations
and Insplra them with the patriotiam that
proves & sheet anchor (o the windward and
a bulwask to our ¢ivil and religlous llberty.

if you, hdmorable gentiemen, will pass an
ordinance making It possible for us tc -
cure the presepce of the Liberty Ball, we
will semd & guard of mafety (o meet the bel]
and [ts goard of honor at the stats line and
watch over it carefully until It bas passed
out of our state confines,

Already the Mayors of hundreds of citias
and towns along the possible rottes the hell
might travel hawve vyolustesred to give the
venorable and worshipful rellc a welcome
waorthy of Ils importance. Tens of thoussnds
of achool children would greet the bell and
gmother | with Oowers s they smng patriotic
song® in commemoration.

In the svent of & vixit hy the Liberty Bell,
we aswvure you that progress through the land
will bs the march of u conguering hero
triumphant In a great and noble cause, With

the sincers hope that youd may grant our re-
quest, we have the honor to sabmeribe our-
melf, yours very sincerely.

THE PORTLAND ROBE FESTIVAL.

We can eoncelve of no more inspir-
Ing lesson In patrictism than would
be provided by that jealously guarded
Journey of the bell from the Delaware
to Puget Sound and the Columbia.

It 18 wise and proper to keep that
Natonal relle from becoming a cheap-
ened, ever-travellng trinket. It should
never leave Its shrine save upon rare
oocasions of real National significance,

But that journey across the conti-
nent is one of thosa occasions. Past
the prairies where no white man had
faced the Indiana when Itz last peal
sounded: past the splendld fertlle states

thut once were “the great Amerloan
desort;” over the Rockles, then un-
known, and over the BSlerras, which

only the Spanish adventurers had seen,
let the bell travel, guarded In honor,
te the lands for which our fathers
once were ready to fight the strongest
power on earth over a disputed de-
gree of latitude.

Let those new generations of strong
Ameriecans see for once the sacred thing
which to them Il but a name. AmOnNg
tens of thousands a revarence will be
inspired and a sentiment inculeated
more deep than we of the East can
concelve, Erown conreless as we have
through acqualntance through Eensra-
tions with the concrete reminders of
the Nation's birth.

The fostering of that spirit is & need
of the Nationenow. Puraly sentimental
ns the results would be, the whoie
country would find ultimate profit In
the sending of the Liberty Bell to
those Paclfic cities.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO EUROPE.

Milllons (n Small Sums Seat by Momney
Orders from New York
Now York Special, December 18,
Postmaster Morgan gave out today
the following figures for the outgoing
money-order malls for December 2 to
December 12, Inclusive:

Number. Amounts

Dec. 2, Onmpanin........ 14461 § 3I37.350
Dec. A, La Lorraine. . [} L0008
Dec. K, New York....ouu: TAL, 7O
Der. 8 Kalser Wilhalm.. B0B. 214
Dec, . Majeathc. ... 00an 725,898
Dec. 10, La Teouraine.. 5,777
Dec. 15 St Loubs........ 541,850
Totals .. vene rweeS1O.S5R  §3.210,040:

The filgures show an increase of 38.-
§98 In moneyv-order transactions over
the perliod from December 3 to Decem-
ber 12, Inclusive, in 1907, and rn In-
creass In money transmitted of §108,-
5E6.6T. The dally anverage increasa is
32068 orders.

Added to these figures Is the con-
signment of forelgn money orders
carried abroad by the Lusitania on
December 18, numbering 116,022 ordera,
and amounting to $1,526,799.94, making
a grand fotal to date of 432,875 orders
and §5.040,629.21,

The tota] amounts of money for each
ecountry represented by money orders

ara given in the following Iist:
Britain

Great
fialy
BEwwlon
Ausiria
Germany
Hungary
Russim
Gresce
France

. . BRI18.408

Election of Seastor,

PORTLAND, Or., Dec, 23 —(To the
Editor.)—The election of a TUnited
States Senator by the people Is con-

trary to the Constitution of the United
Stutes.

The election of members of the Leg-
{sinture to follow blindly the cholce
of the people expressed at an electlon
Iz an election of Unlted States Senmutor
by the people—a subversion of the
Constitution of the United States and
trenson, just ax secession was,

The mamber of the Legislature who
votes for United States Senator by raa-
gon of the dlrection of the people or
his promise to them to follow that
direction violates the cath he takes (o
support the Constitution of the United
States and {s a perjurer.

ELLIS G. HUGHES

The Difference,

From the Washington Pesl.
Charies M. Schwab wants the duty
kept on steal and Andrew Carnegie
wants It taken off You =mee, - Mr.
Echwab Is ith the steel business and
Mr. Carnegic ls out of It

WHERE IS THE AUDUBON SOCIETY !
No Protest Henrd Against Prevailing
Modes In Millinery.
PORTLAND, Dec. 22—(To the Editor.)
—Iin A promenads about tho city streets
at this seaxon of the yvear, a merely su-
perficial obsarver could not faull to nota
that, out of every 3 women he might
chance to meet, 48 were wenaring on thelr
heads some part of a slaughtered bird's

Anatomy.

In view of this fact, T have walted for
some time to . see a protest from the
Audubon Seolety, but have oconcluded,
from Lhe absence of any public critlcism
of prevailing modes in millinery, that the
soclety has simply closed up U= doors in
despair and gone completely out of ox-
Istence,

Although 1T am not a muember of the
Audubon Soclety and have a very care-
lesz interest In birds, beyond listening to
an occasional song or ndmiring o pretty
plumage, if 1 were the owner of one of
those hats which appear to be composed
of an entire bird, minus lts song and
soul, I would be¢ ashamed to look that
bird in the saye, glassa though the eyo
might be, as I took it from its paper
cage to adorn my murderous brow,

But what Iz one to do? Fashion de-
crees It and most women would as soon
glve up their religious erced as to breathe
defiance at fashion's mondates.

i If one actosta the majestic personage
invariably found where millinery iz sold

and In awestruck tones bhesseches the
conslderation of birdiess hat trimming,
with what merciless indifforence or piiy-
Ing commiseration is one met by that
august Individual.

Women have bean repeatedly told of

the crueities practiced in the slnughter-
fng of many of these beautiful birds, and
yet it spems to me that the game-liogs’
brutish sensibilities =are nothing com-
pared to the sublime Indifference dis-
played by some sweet-faced. motheriy-
looking little woman who shamelessly
wears the plumage torn from live, suffer-
fog birds, or mother-birda killed and tak-
én from thelr young when mother care
is absolutely necessary to the preserva-
tion of thalr helplesg lives,

The only plumage I have cared to wWear
is the ostrich feather, and I may yel
become convinced that this practice is
Incompatible with my convictions. Hav-
ing witnessed many times the plucking
of ostriches in Southern California, 1 have
been unable to see that there was any
special cruelty attached, though I have
no doubt the sensation experienced by the
ostrich might be much llke we wouid
fes] In having a deep.rooted molar drawn.
But after the oeirich !s plucked and the
bag taken from Its head. It looks as lively
and aggressive as ever, and one watches
the plucking with much the ame feoling
thut is sroused by the sight of one of the
blg birds voluntarily drawing a good-
sized orange in tortuons curves down its
lanky neck.

Therefore, lét us roturn to the gay bhou-
quets worn last Winter In lleu of hats,
huge in size and glaring In color az they
often were, but affording a decent em-
ploymant to hundreds of workers, ruther
than condome the wholesale slnughter of
the innocents, furnishing m---ulm_tlnn Lo
ruthless men who ought really to be pun-
{shed for their many orimes committed
again®t “birddom™ In Fashion’s 11::‘1.110T

RODSEYELT WILL RESPOND

“Namin' of Names,
Too.

Reports from Washington fully indl-
cate that President Roosevelt 1z mnot
"lying down" before the challenge of
the House of Representatives. On the
contrary. he has accepted It, A Wash-
ington special of December 20 glves
the following siatement:

Today the President started
tion of A muss of evidence whi
submii to Cangress in support af ;
mant that chenges In the scorat seryvice Iaw
waeare muile becaunms certinin Copgresamen
feared investigatipn by the Government de-
lactives

At the Whits House
wns made aslda from
that H% was préeparing
came {rom & Cablnet

-

And He Will Be

the complia-
hne

one atatament
ARNOURONIGNt

message it
who 7e

but
the
Lhe
member

DR. JORDAN ON SEAL HUNTING.

Defends the Wonopely, and Says Neo
Inhumanity Is Praciiecd.
STANFORD DINIVERSITY. Cal, Dee.
10—(To the BEditor.)—A note In The
Oregonian for December 16 concerning
tha fur senl herd of the Antarctic con-
tains more Iheorrsct statoments than
I have ever seen in this excellent pm-

per befors,

The fur seal has never boen driven
from raokery to rookery, from one
broeding ground te another, and can-

not bé mo driven,

The Antarctic rookerles belong 1o a
distinct genus, Arctocephnlus, as dif-
ferent from the genus Callorhinus of
the Bering rookeries as shaop Is
from goat. rookeriss ware onee

populonx byt their destruction, now
qQuite general. wias brought about hy
Indiscriminate slaughter, the same sort
that has reduced the herds of Bering
Sea from 2.000.000 animals In 1872 to
perhaps 200,000 In 1908
In B : Sea the seals of the Pribi.
lof T1aln are of a diffe gpecien
from those of the Comimant Ialnnds
belonging to Russin: and thes i3 turt
ure difors from the herd on Robben
Island, wl h now belonga (o Japan.
The three herds are distingt and theyt
do not commingie
The stutements regarding the hars
asging of ti herd by  rovonus culieny
and the llke are a fabrication purey
and simple, and the few female pups
branded some vears pgo as an experi-
ment huve disturbed (he d no mo
than thoe taking of an occasional eRE
from the hen roost would discourags |
a yard full of hons. 4
The San Frane 1wpoly referred
to In this notle is § abhle (EL
house which, ax bidder U
the open murket secured right to |
thlkn » skins rplus Young f
males the Pr lands ut o leases
price { 310 per skin, undertaking L
the sume time to support the ne
living on the linds and carr) K n'l?_
the opa tions of the seal Industry)
Tha hold of such a lense, offéerod by
the United States to the highest hid4
der, In perfectly open and r-..-..-n',‘blr"
As to the in nnnftiAs™ sl g dab
practiced hy the jes: lantk,
. p ’ P
they do nol exist (
fur seal experis in 4 gf
represent stiven of G sl
dic and the Unltad ‘l
the “methods of g
practiced on the |
for no criticism or ol tien, . « i
and are eonducted skilfully and ,\ITT'{IHI?-
inhumanity.” It may be added thag
thovy have heen in foree for ovor A H'.-a
tury without gifecting the return of
the breeding seals ) 1
DAVID 8. JORDAR, J
Onco CorAmizsioner {n Charge for Fur
Speul Investign
———e—eee
DR. PANTON REJOINS. [
|
Pisputes Dr. Josephi om =« Quenting
of Fact. !
PORTLAND, Or, Tw 1. —(To thN
Editor.1—Dr. Joseph! In |} viwupar
tive dissertation of lasl Sunday,
to ¢distract attention from

pointe at issue. by claiming |‘:-".-, W 1)

muarked, smilingly., “Ha lnughs best who
lnughn last.”- This was taken !
that the Presldent doea not consider thui he

will have the worsg of It when the Incldent
fAnally In closed

It = nald that the President will |
affidavits 1o the effect that ocert
grememen sald exactly what 3
they thought. and he will glve Lhelr sames
He will further whow by afidaviis
aome of them needed 1 stigation, mnd l
will give thelr namen, tno

In preparing his answer to the Perkine
resolution bhe will have such an amount
{rrformation that he wiil not have the
sage ready bafors Jan . 1L the :-‘-u-...:v_
passcs n similar resolut e w taka up

thelr cames in & almilar meaner » Prosi- [

dent seemed confident today that he W on.:d
be able to prove to the patisfaction of o
general publle that he had not avorstated

the situation In his now IfAMONS MusiBES

FOR A GRADUATED INCOME TAX
wWould Be Just nand Equitable nnd
Would Help to Solve n Problen.
VANCOUVER, Wash,, Dec, 2L.—(To
the Editor.}—Your recent editorial con-
cerning a possible defleit in the Fad-
ko

orn]l Treasury. it seems me, Les |
the casne well. T especinlly approve your
statoment that If the tarif{f alter prop-

10 Ade st

fall
for

Pros
Governmen

|

er revislon, shall

{ficient revenus the I

expensges, then recoursa should be had
fo the Federal income tax.

Benjamin Harrison, s short time he-

fore his death, In a spesch at Chicago,

that the question

1

|

catest

made the statement
of taxation was the gr

before the American people.
rRNNOn

solurion

noew

he was right, for the
question Involves the
mnany other vital questions

of an
hefore
in-

us. For Instance, It very properis -
oludes the equitable disgtribution of
wealth, which In logical sequence In-
cludes mattars of soclal purlty and

public hygiene,
1t scems to me, after much

and study of the matier, that n
whi not being a

thought
gradu-

ated income tax. L
panacea by any means would ba just
and equitable, and would help ve :_t’-
largely in solving some of our most
difficult problems= In thie rm_lrlc-;:tlnn.
muy 1 ask why should not The Ore-
guﬁian and other leading newspapers
take up this question and gEive it a
thorough discussion? It seems to me

# of vital interest L.
i EDGAR M. SWAN

A Present for Littls Boy Blae.

Our XNeighbor, he cally me his Little Boy |
Hijus |
Whenaver he goes hy cur yvard.
And he says. “gocd marning,™ or “how Qv
you dol?” ; .
But sametimes ho winks awful hard
1 guess he don’t kpnow what my nams really
in
Or ae he forgol. If he knew; iy il
And m Yvou would think I am really part |

his— g
He calls me hin Little Boy Bius!

Ld

Our Neighbor, he told me that
Blye

Onee stood all his toys in & row
Anid sald: *Now don't xo till I come back
for you''—
Put that was a long time agn.

And orne time, at Christmas, when I had =

tree,
He brought me a aled, all brand-new e
And smiled when he sald It was partiy Lo

me
And partly for Littls Boy Blue
Our Nelghher. he's not golng to have any
troe,
£0 he save the hest he san .-r.\l [
is try to get something (o pa give me
And partly *!:'- Little Bovy ¥ f o
Bocause, if he's hers, it would make him
so xiad
And he sald he knew It was true
That evar and ever so many folks had

A boy just Hke Litils Boy Bilue
Our Nelghbor, he calls me his Littla Boy
Biue,

And safd ke would ilke to help rr.‘u:n
Our tresa when it came—he would feal that
he Know
It was parily for me and for him
He sald 1o would Ax it with lights and wax
fiowers
Witk poprorn and berries—you aee,
He'd liks ito come over and haip 1o trim

’e = ol to have any tree!
T J. W%. POLET.

indlente | 4

made n vielant peraon; a 5
him. which is not t cane, a8 oal D
saem by anybody who will |1L.I of
troubls o review my I publl ¥
by you December 15, which wa )
rul;!'.'n statement of [acls a« '=-r.nr-|!l‘1:\
by proofs. The Doan avales lh.. "
points and sajys, endeavoring to lr\‘-‘l
plain his faliure to have :x-n]l_-_-.i ]‘hm..
ginee to a paper which 1 read hr.ﬂ_t--
our State Medlcal Soclery last J-;:‘
in which I denounced the bad worlk
which had been done by our 1o 1] med-
i schooln:
ll-I‘l'ti was hot present when the |-|.i‘>'|"
was rewd or discussed and have naver
deemed it of sufficient importancd (3]
o ginco its publication
% ';":.-- fact Inlhn.\'r-\ [ .'m': ha wWa?
there, and attracted the rerinl al tRN
tion of the soclety’'s me mre :-|.:l mna-:-
the main alsle divectsy L
prealdent’s chalr, lie Nutenmd mosk S8
ntively to what T had to xay. I no-
tead himy purticularly, and have other
witnesses whosa testimony cannot IH'.
impeached who will aver that they 'Hu“
Dr. Josephl seated fading me and tak-
ing in every word of my papi r l'lm'-:
not this Indleate his gene ral acouraocy
| 18 1t ervetible that IC he had not IIl‘.\|'ll1
3 aper. he would not hive mAQe
}:-l:»-!e-r l':t‘J- rond as it concerned him
¢ 18 ol most vitally? =
“"‘ili:lc faic which I have regretfully
stated are Indlsputable. It was not
;xw wishh or Intention to enter into a
newspaper discussion of t mattars
and my first letter was In reply io one
of Dr. Josephi’s published in yogr Smi=
amns December 10, contalr s ntatle-
ments deraogatery to me !
A, . PANTOS
L+
In the Independent, Tool
irvan’'a Commoner
ary relating to thy new Secri
of the Treasury, the Independen
York) prints this ale

to BEne

GErman Wag ui

Intan it

ntlng to
extracrdinary

Iz groat!l’

prolate replisd

German ‘B
Ihalser K
i [ A thy
The 2
113 i M
(ostnit as thia to be palmed

s exaci and exadting pub
I o nol Kpow that 5
' I » every printing-
Vi nor than 30 vears =0
toary was given In describing
stwern two South Carplina

i woere digcussing t
2irt HBmalls, & member af ('ons
RO story, however, and per-

better With the Yeurs
——————

This Is the Simple Business,
Bugeng Register,
if we are to have a Democratio Uniled
nator, why all A Among
publican Leglslators whom
greatest In Lhe gdom  of
b 1t

poiitics
= organies
nders In Lhé
oclaim 1o
folly of Omre
t hat been turned ove
f the retanding
as

odrat Why

OCT

ta Damoer
: politic
wigely and suc-

ur
ondock: it

as have the Republicanyg and

prrocial hamberisln as Sen-

and 1 whatever of po-

plums & | for distribution
Oregon Republicanizm gels w
it be Just ns well for It to “go

back and ait down.”

British Old-Age Pennions,

the London Outlook
tributed

From
Ireland has always oo

more

than Its dve share 1o humors ns
well &8 the worrles of Parlinmentary
proceedings; but It eclipsed Itssif on
Monday night when Mr Lioyd-George
miade -] stitement ma to the claims so
fur made for old-age pensions in dif-
ferent parts of the Kingdom. While in
England only 367,187 persong oul of
ROLOO0 over 70 vears of ags have
clalmed pengions, In Wales 2198 out of

.00, and In Ecotland 88.7KS out of 134,000,
it appears that in Irelund no fewer than
192 128 persons h put in claime, al-
thongh thore 19,080  persons
known to be living over W yuars of age.

About Hushand-Hunting.
Atelilson Globe.
Adviea to women: A man dossn't
amount to much, at best. In getlling
one, gt the beat one possibla.




