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TAFT GOES TO PANAMA.

Though not an éngineer by profes-
slon., Mr. Taft wishes to seé W ith his
awn of tiings at the
Panama Canal. since thersby he will
Lie able to form better judgment than
if compelled ta rely whelly on L
scription=s given by others, French
engineers are excopdingly fond of the
oplnion that catastrophe walts on the
present plan of construction. ‘This
may be bhecauss It ix not their plan.
\‘ur. agaln, of course, any serious ehake
of rh-e- earth would destroy the in-
terlor Dasin, held In the alr by hixh
retalning walls; and earthgquukes
are lkely to ocour. There s an in-
wviinble riak, which however would be

the sinte

[ ="

much reduced by a sen~level canal
hut such canal would be much more
costly, and construction of It wonld

require much longer time. Yet ltmay
becomse Necessiry Little work has as
3=t been done which woald not wino
bs avallable for a sea-level canal.
Theé plan might still be attained with-
out serious loss,

The attempt to c¢reale o scandal
out of the purchase of the canal from
dismally

the French company has
failed. It has been shown that, of the
money (540,000,000) psld by the

United States $85,525,000 waa distribu-
ted to the stockholders, none of whom,
s0 far a% known., was American. This

feft about $4.475,000 for all the
t‘hﬂrgr-:\ and expenses of the trans-
action. The French government re-

quired payment of 21,600,000 In stamp
taxes on the rransaction, and the com-
pany had to mert an-obligation to the

Government of Colombia, resting on
some old claim, which required
$200,000. The fee of Wiillam Nelson

Cramwell for his services in the affair
was $220,000, This was allowed by
the French coourt. In  these threo
ftems over $2,100,0000 Is accounted
for: o it will be seon thers could have
for any

Beent no very groat sum left

possible “rake-off. It appears, in-
deed, to have been a pretty stralght
transaction for 3 business of such mag-
nitude. The French owners simply
wanted to sell; the purchase price

€$40,000,000 ) was named by them and
accepted by the United States. Thoe
prico, indeed, was virtually sugges-
ted by m resolution of the Congress of
the Unlied States, which authorised
the purchnse: ar x valoation not ex-
coeding $40.000.000. 1t could hardly

be expected, afier such suggestion,
thist the owners would nsk less. For
saxponsos” they probably dida’t  pay

more oct of the §40,.000,000 than they
felt compelled wllow. There can
be o reasonables doubt that i was o
trafisaction that will bear scruliny
throughout. All the papers are now In
the hands of Congress, which has
power to summon the necessary wit-
nessas o explain every detatl,

The Presldent need not  have
burs: out with such fury, when the
tranaaction was auestioned A plaln,
grave and dignified stntement, accom-
panied by the necessary papers, would
have answered the purpose better.
But when Roosevalt b= necused tn such
o manner the soft answer 8 scarcely
to be expected,

A TEUST THAT FAILED,

In its Influence, with
as to ultimate resylts
whose [Imitations are
defined by the courts, Iz (he Anclent
law of supply and demand. Combina-
tions of copital and shrewd manipuala-
tion may ol times sef aalde the natural
of this anclent Iaw; but the
basic conditlons on which it = founded
sire as old and gunchanging us the oler-
nial hiils or luter they assert
themaeives to the di=comfture of those
who lsve temporarily ignored thele
existence. The Internativnal Salling-
Ship Owpers' Assoclation, composed of
British, German, French and Norwe=
glan sailling-ship owners, after five
years' struggle against this Inexorable
faw, have at | atruck their flag and
ucknowledged defeat.

Thi= association, controiilng nearly
four-fifths of the world's supply of sail
Tonnage available for grain-carrying,
five vears ago fixed an arbitrary mini-
mum freight rate on graln from Port-
Jand and Puget Sonnd. For a few
Yrief periods In those five years the
demand for tonnage et these poris rose
10 n point where esxporiers were
obliged to pay the rate fxed by the
associntion. Buot for the greater part
of the five years term, and In fast con-
tinuously for the pa=t two vears, the
Buppiy of tonnnge unaffected by the
mnlon rates has been 8o much greater
than, the demand for tonnuge that in
every port on the Pacific amociation
ehips have been lying 1dle, while many
have salled away In ballast to ather
parts the worid where minimum
rates have not been tfixed or have takeén
umber cargoes at rates far below the
minimuym grain rate. An ever-increas-
ing suppiy of steam tonnage, which
could not be controlled by the associa-
tion, found in the North Pacific grain
trade very attractive business at rates
much lower than the unilon’s un-
changeahie minimum rate,

The unequal struggle egainst the in-
exorable sconomic law plunged some
of ths powners Into bankruptey,
made haxvy Inroads on the peserve
funds of others, and benefited no one
except peérhaps the keen, up-to-date
steamshlp owners, who were forced to
kK2¢p thelr vesscls moving st Tates
wurranted by gupply and demand.

Age and experience, however, seem
10 huave brought wisdom to the ship-
owners. At o meeting of the associa-
tlon 'n London last Saturday It was
decided 1o suspend the minimum rate
agalnst Portisnd and Puget Sound and
permit shipowners (o acoept any ab-
tainable rates. For the present sed-
#on, at least. It will be a caun of “lock-
tng the stable door after tha horse =
stolen,”™ for practically all of the ex-

Mare polent
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than any law
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portable surplus of wheat from this
part of the world has been moved.
This will not nuilify the value of the
lesson taught these frelght-mite manip-
ulators. While the knowledge has
cost them in the Aggregate & vast sum
of money, the experience may be worth
the price by keeping thiem out of sim-
flar trouble in the future. Unfortu-
nately for the future profits of
the members of this great ship-
ping combination, during the fve
years in which they Have withheld
such & farge amount of tonnage from
the market there has been a steady
increase in the tonnage of more mod-
orn steam vessels and a growing pref-
erence for this cins= of ocean carriers,
As the salling-ship owners made the
opening for steam tonnage in the Pa-
cific Northwest, they alone are (o
binme for invasion of a fleld which in
the past was regarded as almost ex-
c¢lusively the special preserve of the
salling vesas],

POSTAL BANKE AND LOCAL BANKS,

Opposition to the scheme of postal
savings banksx develops at Washing-
ton. It comes chlefly from private
hanks, What impression it may make
on members of Congress cannot be
told. Pussage of such a bill, it may be
remembered, - wax advocated In the
Republican Natlonal piatform.

The argument against the propo-
sitfon is chiefly this: The money of
a community, deponited in private
banks, s avallable for u=e in the busl-
ness adctivity of each and every com-
munity: but the postal savings bank
will be bound by rigid rules, cannot
lend except under strict regunlations,
nor accept the securlty of real estate
or chattels.

The position is that state and jocal
savings buanks are necessary to com-
munities because It §s to them that
borrowers are compelled to go when
they desire to ralse money on Teal
estate mnd chattals which National
banks will not accept &s sacurity for
loans. The posifion is taken further
that thess smail banks in many In-
stances will be driven out of business
by the postal banka

Tt & urged that the postal banks,
therefors, cannot serve Jooal com-
munitles s the private banks do,

The argument has in It 0 sound ele-
ment; yot it 1= a dispute betwesn abso-
lute security for ldie money, and the
advantages (or disadvantages) of
bahiing on a system which permits
larger accommaodation of local inter-
ests and demands. Certalnly if postal
banks are still te be refused, as not
flexible enough for the demands and
requlrements of Jocal business, It will
be necessary to enforce better reguln-
tlons—and best possible regulations—
for security of depositors.

A MERRY INTERLUDE.

Mr. Andrew Carnegle's ready wit
must have made him an entertaining
witness before the Congressional com-
mittee. Foellng perfectly safs himself,
whatever may happen to the tariff on
steel, he could Indulge In agreeabls
persifiage and poke fun at the shiver-
ing trust magnates without a qualm.
Lot the aky fall If it likes, Mr. Carne-
gle & well under shelter. He is In the
situation of a reformed pirate who has
Joined the church and bécome & re-
speotable member of soclety. Perhaps
he is even more like Mrs. YWarren's
stater (in the play), who had finally
farsaken Mrz. Warren's profession af-
ter following it many years and taken
up her abode at Winchester under the
shadow of the cathedral in the odor
of sanctity, where she radiated plety
and abounded in good works. Mro
Carnegie’s Intor history seems to illus-
trate the cvnical old proverb that a
poor man cannot afford to be honest
or to tell the truth. It is only after
one has acqulreddl n competence and
thus made himself secure against the
matice of men and provided a fortress
against the slings and arrows of out-
rageoils fortune that he dares o be
frank, unless indeed he be a fool.

What consummate folly would it not
have been had Mr, Carnegle candldly
binbbed the inner secrets of the tariff
conspiracy before his own bins were
replenished and his barns stocked.
Now that he is fatly furnished forth
agninst all contingencles, he can well
afford to et the truth out, and i1t adds
to our admiration for hils prudent
philosophy of life that he puts & merry
countenance oo the matiter and tells
ua, with gquips and jokes and wanton
wiles, how we are plundarad. Feelilng
85 he must, that he is addressing & nn-
tion of incurabie simpletons, 8o fAr as
a protective tariff goas, why should he
not laugh In our foces? It is as If he
had said “Thu= and so by sheer rob-
bery T made a huge fortune out of
vour necesaities. I managed the mat-
ter by playing upon your Ignorance
und folly. Now in » merry mood 1
will tell you how T did the trick, but I
am very certain that the truth will not
have the slightest effect upon your
conduct. My successors will continue
to rob you just as outrageously as 1
did. but at any rate you shall suffer
the wrong with your eyves open.”

The world owes much 1o penitent
thieves, It s through them alone
that certain varietles of truth eome to
our knowledge. It may be that wa
must ook to men like Mr. Carnegio
who have fattened opon tariff piunder
for a statement of the case against ths
tariff which will convince the popular
mind. Facts and reasons coming from
such sources may prevall where the
eame facts and even sironger reasons
from men who have not actually
shared in the riot of plllage would fall
on deaf cars. It is reasonable to he-
lleve that more may come from the
testimony of Mr. Carnegie and men
like him than they themselves expeot.
He may be an unintentional evangellst
who I= predestinated to redeem us
from tarlff superstition. He may be
foredoomed to break the enchantment
of the curlous creed “hat the mose we
tax ourselves the richer we ahall grow,
Poasihiy he Intends to do something of
the sort. 1In the jov of his repentance
for past =ins he may even wish to save
1 others from the gullt of sinning in the
same way and reaping the fruits
| thereof.

Mr. Carnegie's testimony before the
ecommittee related sirk:cly to  sleel
With all hlzs jesting he made it per-
fectly clear that the cost of producing
steel ralls, for example, I8 less In
America than It 1s in Burope. Tariff
refarmers have always contended that
thi= might be the case aven when wages
| were higher here than abromd. Tha
| afMctoncy of labor has much to do with
the cost of production and it is a set-
tled truth that American labor is the
most efficlent in the world. Agalmour
fron ore and fuel are so situated with
regard to each other and so readily
transported to the piace of manufac-
ture that it costs comparatively little
on that score to produce the finished
product. To these factors we must
| add the execotive skill of American
|captalns of Industry, which effects
conomles the Europeans never
dream of. It 1= therefare «ney

enough 1o sse why steel ralls shouid
cost less to produce hera than abroad,

Wtide
s

I Lo sume time we pay higher

wages; and it follows, of courss, that
the tariff might be greatly reduced or
removed altogether without affecting
wages at all. Silnce we can produce
cheaper than the Europeans, we can
undersell them as well without a tariff
a2 with one,

To My, Carnegie's testimony on this
point, which might possibly be deemed
mallclous, we must add what Mr.
Schwab and Judge Gary, president of
the steel trust, have said to the same
effect. Some years ago Mr., Schwabd
wrote confidentially thad it cost jess to
make steel ralls here than it did In
Burope, and that consequently 1t wauld
not hurt the business if the tariff were
removed. Now he saye the cost of
production is higher than it was; but
it i= higher In Europe, too, so that the
argument remains exactly where It
was, The only theoretical purpose of
the tariff Is to equaiize the cost of pro-
duction here and abroad. If {t is al-
ready equalized. no tariff {s needed, no
matter how great the cost may be.
Judge Gary suys the trust could get
glong nicely without protection, but he
shudders to think what would become
of the Independent dealers. Hiy polnt
iz that the small men cannot produce
as cheaply as the trust. This 1s prob-
ably not so, If they could not pro-
duce as cheaply they would be driven
out of the market, tariff or no tariff,
When a trust makes a parade of con-
sideration for its competitors, we may
feel certaln that there is a reason for
it and not & disinterested one, cither.

THE PHILOSOFHY OF THE “HOLD-UP™

Lezlie M. Shaw, former Secretary of
the Treasury, at the annual alumni
dinner of Dickinson College (Carlisle,
Pa.) a few evenings since, sald several
thing=s that ought to be repeated in
avery part of the country.

He began with the protest against
“the assumption that all men must
sticceed without regard for aptitude.™
This, he sald, “is the sociallstle doc-
trine, and it 1s belng taught on every
hand.,” At our Chautauquas, continued
the speaker, "“the lecturers are all
preaching the doctrine. Teachers of
sociology In our schools and colleges
are doing the same thing. With few
exceptions they are soclullsts, as you
can find by a few moments of conver-
sation with them, and the exceptions
are anarchisis"

Again: "“Cur publie libraries are full
of socialistic literatore. 1In a larga
city recently, where there was o strike,
the reading room was packed day after
day with all kinds of people. When
the Vbrarinn was asked what  they
were reading, he replied: ‘Soclallsm,
every one of them. There Is not a book
on gocialism in any language that is
not here. "

How useful {8 the public lbrary,
when devoted to thls description of
Iternture? It Is really & menace and
a poison. Society and government
are using the power of taxation to
forge weapons agiainst themselves.
The general trend of socialistic litera-
ture teaches that the individual Is not
to work on his own account, or to
follow the precepts of Industry and
eoonomy for himself, but to expect
soclety and government to take care of
him. The notlon ls the fruitful source
of the Inereasing flood of indolence,
ldleness, pauperism and crime that is
rolling over the country. Thae phil-
osophy of [t s that whatever each one
may get by robbery he 18 entitled to
clalm and to heold as his own. So-
ciety can save ltself only by repres-
slon of the doctrine that “property is
robbery,” and the notlon that “‘the
world owes every one a living."” Thess
are the principles instiiled by thes
maoas of soclallstic IHerature, Soclety
propagates them on the one hand,
through 1t= libraries and lecturers, and
ls forced to arm itself against them
with police and soldlery, on the other.

WHY NOT A COMIFETITIVE TEST?

It is the practice of the Natlonal
legislative bodies to conduct a compe-
titive examination for the purpose of
soleoting men ito ill the position of
reading clerk in each of the houses,
Candidates are required to appear bee
fore a committee and read without
previcous preparation matter such as
they would be required to read If
placed in the position to which they
aspire. A candidate must demonstrate
his ability to read rapidly, accurately,
Intelligently, and In a volee that can
be heard and understood in all parts of
the legislative hall. This Is a plan that
might well be adopted by the Oregon
Leglelature. Such a competitive teat
might very easily relieve the House of
Representatives from the embarrass.
ment of having o reading clerk utterly
Incompetent to Al the position with
e¢redit to himself or satisfaction to the
members. Such embarrassment has
been felt in times past.

Whils many members of the Legis-
Inture ook upon the reading of bills as
a mere formality to be observed only
because It 18 required by the constitu-
tion—a formal proceeding to which
they need pay little attention—vet
there are others who wish to hear the
bills read so that they may know what
sort of measures they have before
them and may vote thereon under-
standingly. For the beenfit of such
members It Is desirable that a reading
clerk be a man of ability in the partic-
ular line of svork for which he is em-
ploved. Within recent years the Ore-
gon Hous=e of Representatives has had
reading clerks whose enunclation was
g0 poor that thelr wards could not be
understood. and has had other clerks
who were utterly unable to pronounce
worids which any high school boy
should promounce without hesitaton.
Consideration for the feelings of the
man selected to fill the position pre-
vented a change. For their own good
and for the promotion of good legis-
intion, the membera of the Legislature
should devise some plan by which men
known 1o be competent will be selected
for this important position.

The contest between the Sherlff and
his deputies on the ona sids, and the
police on the other, as to which of
them has detected and arrested the
criminals of the rallroad robbery looks
llke o contest lfor the reward offersd
for the capture’and conviction of the
real criminals. Upon present infor-
mation, The Oregonian ventures no
positive opinlon as between the con-
testants for the reward; yet it must
say that it looks a= If the Sherllf had
apprehended the real eriminals and as
if the zewl of the police were manu-
factured for obtalnment of the pre-
mium. But both gangs, those arrest-
ed by the Sheriff and those arrested
by the pollce, are undoubtedly crooks,
and all of them ought to bs sent over
the road just as fast as possible.

There & probably no other locality
in the United States, or perhaps in the
world, where clvilization has sc¢com-
plished so lttle as among the Tennes-
see outlaws whose night-riding esca-
pades have disgraced the state In
whieh they find refuge. The Weat has
produced a numbar of “bad” men who
placed a very low vaiue on human !ife,
A few of these Western desperadoes

have killad unarmed men; none of

tham

night riders. In flogging & defenseless
woman, these human coyotes reveal a
dapth of depravity that has seldom
ever been sounded by anything cre-
ated in the image of man. It |5 well
for these cringing night riders that the
South instead of the West has them
to deal with.

Correct living, a sunny disposition
and an ever-present intention to look
only on the bright slde of life have
inerensed the stay on earth of a great
many pedple who, sccording {o the
rules of the medical profession, should
have hastened moross the great dlvide
many vears before they finaly took
their departure. Examples of this nu-
ture are frequent in all walks of iife,
but among the mo=t prominent recent-
1y coming before the public was that
of the late Donnld G, Mitchell, better
known as “Ik Marvel," Mr. Mitchell
was in his 87th year when he dled.
From bovhood he had been affficted
with a pulmonary complaint that on
more than one occasion serlously
threatened his Hfe, Tt was this con-
stant suffering In early life that seems
to have softened his nature and
brought out that monderful talent
which has made him famous for all
time,

A Grays Harbor sleeper on the night
train to and from Portland would be a
convenienos appreciated by the people
of this city as well ns those of the
Ihriving cities on the harbor. Under
our present train service in other di-
rections out of Portland, it is possible
for the business men of citles 300 or
400 miles away from Portland to reach
the city on a night traln, and, after
spending practically an entire day
here, return to thelr homes at night.
The Portland man having business In
these citles can also have an entire
day 300 miles away and got home
without loss of business time beyond
the s=ingle day. The coming of the
North Bank line has greatly improved
our, train service to Spokane and Pa-
Inuse points; the invasion of Grays
Harbor by Mr. Harriman will proba-
ily resnit in & similar improvemant
in that directlon.

Bamon seems 40 be following the
example of a nymber of other
flyspotz . on the world's mep, and
is preparing to  holst an inde-
pendent BSamoan flag when the
island Parlinment reassembles. An

appeal will then be mude to the United
Btares and Great Britain to declde
whether this action la justified. The
Samoans &ay that they loat both power
and dignity when Germany took over
the islands. If this be true, it yould
certainly warrant them in makifg an
effort to regain their independence.
They should have the support of Em-
peror Willlam himself, for if thern s
any titled ruler on earth who Is just at
this time In & position to understand
from actuoal experience the humiliation
of a loss of “power and dignity,” It is
thils selfsame Willlam of Germany,
who s 2lso indirectly ruler of Bamoa.

Probably the time never will come
when there will not be murders and
hoid-ups and robberies, In one way or
another. But the murders and hold-
ups and robberles prevalent just now
among us; here in Portland, can be
end certainly wili be greatly dimin-
ished, if juries will but do their piain
duty, Protection of life and property
i in the hands of juriea. It i=s their
business to sifl the evidence and to re-
jeot specions and sophistical pleas In
excuse of erime.

It is doubiful whether In any coun-
try the law wans ever reformed by the
lawyera. If the Multhomah County
bar succeeds in bettering the criminal
procedure of the state, it will set a new
pr=cedent In history., But is It certaln
that it wounld better things to forbld
an appeal to act as a stay of axecu-
tion ©One can easily Imagine cases
where it would make things worse.
The desideratum seems to be ta stop
foollsh reversals of verdiots on appeal.

The official blography of ths Ilate
Emperor Kwang Su, in 100 volumes,
which wiil soon be completed, ralses an
interesting problem. If it takes 300
volumes to tell the story of & man who
never said or did a thing of any conse-
quence In his life, how many volumes
will It take to tell the story of a4 real
super-man like the Kapiser or Mr.
Roosevelt? One great difficulty of the
future will be to provide book room
for the big llves of our heroes,

The Postoffice In Portland }8 the
largest and most important business in
Portland. A man I8 to be Postmas-
ter, and to direct this business which
concerns the whole body of the peopls
a8 nothing else doea, who, though now
In middle life, has never beén recog-
nized as fit for anything in the world,
and who wouldn't be accepted aa a
clerk by the proprietor of a peanut
stand. But his heart beats warmiy
for Statement One.

The real American drama takes the
form of graft scandals. They supply
us with comedy and tragedy in un-
falling abundance. Before one ity
closes its exhibition another Is ready
to open; Pittsburg can hardly walt for
San Francisco to get off the stage he-
fore it presents a rival attraction. With
these delightful plays ever before us,
whit need have we for & Shakeaspeare?

If the saloon people win in any con-
siderable number of the contests they
have started or are planning, it will be
necessary to reviee that “weat and dry*
map of Oregon. The danger to the
saloon people 35 that their contests
will lead to a further revision of & dif-
ferent character at the next election.

A man goes and buve a revolver,
loads 1t up, then he goes Into the office
of 2 man swith whom he has had a dlf-
ference, and kills that mun by shoot-
ing him In the back of the head—the
muzzle of the pisiol so close that It
burns the hair, and then clalms it was
self-defense. Was It self-defense?

It seems strange that Gomesz should
think it necessary to scrateh up an ex-
cuse for starting a revolution in Vene-
zuela. Tt Is usually from a man who
does not follow the fashion that ex-
cuses are expected.

There wes a new deal in Turkey
last week and the pesople got what they
wanted. This week. howsever, there
will be the usual two drumsticks to
the hird and ‘some must take the
wings.

Why noi invoke the Initiative to
double everybody’s pay during Decem-
ber? The need is obvious.

Even if convicted. a Iot of these

murderers may be pardoned

bhas hesitated at committing

murder when corterad. But the an-
nals of crime throughout the entire
Wastern enuntry tell of no such miser-
&bly low, sneaking murders as that of
Captain Ranken, who was slaln by the

“thers 4 Dickens, T

HAS KILLED GOOD AUTHORSHIP.

Diciation, the Typewrlier and the Liter-
nry Agent Are the Murderers. !
Lord Northellffe In New York Herald,

Oversystem f= killlng the modcml
writer, Wa In England have in soma |
Wilogs, too litile syatem; here you have |
too much. We play too much. TYou
work too much. Oné the whole the
English Uterary result is a Mitle bétler
than yours,

Dictation and the typewriter and the
literary agent. with his contracts, &ro
entirely destroying imaginative work.
I consider that the Hierary &gents are
kililng good authorship. Thelr forcing
methods caouse writers to sell work as
fast os they can write (t It ties many
of them up with more contracts than
they can ever fili. You can raise n!-[
paragus under & frame, but it has an
insipld tuste. |

You will not flnd many publishors as |
frank ax I am about the llterary agent, |
but 1 think It is 8 duty 1o speak strong- |
¥ of this matter. |

Let us look at the facts, We hav.—.}

epepking public of |
but are any geniuses in |
evidenes? In Englund we have GeoTge
Merodith and Thomas Hardy, but the
waork of both belongs to the previous
rather than to our generation. You
have Mark Twaln; we hove Kipling.
much of whoss work will remain, But
who else Is there on either side of the
Atflantle or in Australasia? Is there a
Hewthorne. Washington Irviang, Edgnr
*Allan Phe, Fenimore Cooper, Emotrson,
0O, W. Holmes, Prescott or Motley? 1=
ackerny or Goorge
Hilot? A Tennyson, Swinburnoe or Ma-
caulay? No. Yet nll these wrilers weors
doing their best work when the English
speaking peoples combined numberead
only some 60,000,000 or 70,000,000,

1 am not. oblivious to the exceliont
work that 1s belng done hers and in
Burope, but very few of the books pro-
duced ars written. There are practi-
cally mo “first raters” (oday In elther
Eogland or America, but there are plem-
ty of what [ call “first class second
ruters,” ‘They do .very useful service.
and the average of such work is much
higher ltoday than L was G years ago.
But genius is killed.

now an English
150,000,000,

DR, WILSON MAKES REPLY.
Indientes That Mr. Ciarke Is n Linr by
Relating an Anevdote.
PORTLANID, Or,, Dov. 2Z2—(To the i~
tor )—In Tuesday's Oregonisn a ''pef-
tort gentleman™ who slgns himself J
Clarke writes on the moral and political
situation of thoe Statement No. 1 men.
and takes my nume in vuin about seven
times. His chief argumént seems to be
that as 1 have only lived In Oregon four
years, | esan have no opmion on the
morality of the repudlation of & solemn
pludge upon the basis of which a ma-
jority aof our State Legialature was

dlectad.

Permit me to say that while [ have not
ulwnys been here, 1 do Know aE much
about common morality as a friend of
mine learned in Cullfornin. He luguired
of an old German, *Where is the line of
demircation betwawen an oeccasional
falsefler and a T The

K.

paerpetual Har?
German replied, “Ven & man can’t nover
tell the truth about motlngs, he Ist the
worst ever, aln't gy’

All T claim s that legisintors electad on
one wspecific promiss should make gooid

on that. . . . . ~ .
CLARENCE TRUR WILSON.

Dr. Wilson hmrs included In the fore-
going tepiy to Mr. Clirke a considerahble
part of his Sunduy nlght sermon, already
printed somewhat fully in Tha Orogo-
nian, It appears to be hardly necassary
to maprint It

Keep Smokers Off the Cara,
8.

The following lotter reccived by B. §
Joraelyn, president of the Portland Rall-
way Powasr & Light Company, is self-
explanatory':

Today's Oregonian
that the Counell sommitiee on health and
police will moommend the passago of &
resolation bF that body requesting the pres-
toratlon of smoking privileges on the sireet-
care It suph resolution bs submitted to
you, I beg of you, In the niame of all that
in decent nnd all that is manly and digni-
fied, noble snd pure, In one In your position.
not to be persunded mgain to Inflict wpon a
helpleas communlty this Intolerably dis-
gusting and reprehsnsible practice. We can
turn from the fumes of sobacco on the streot
and need nnt endure (L in public pinces or
on trainy of steam rallropds, but when en-
countered in streeienrs we are helpless and
wholly at the mercy of the offenders. There
in ihe oniy place on &arti we cannot fiee
the¢ obnoxious fumes Weé ure compelled to
patronize your carm, and gind that we have
ine privilege, hence as I suy, we ars foruvel
to suffer all the agonles of this frightful
nilrance. Lecauss urable escapa |t I
am a lurge patron of Your sireeionr system,
my car tloketa costing from §$10 to 312
manthly, theérefora I have considerdble op-
portunity to underatand public sentlment on
this question, and at the time smoking was
forbldden T am syre | heard ne many ns 1040
pralse the ander for every one that con-
demnoed 1t

rontains a pintement

to

The Eggs in a Mare's Nest,
New York Tribune
Sald Smith to Jones: “That's a tidy
sum your Unecle Samuel Is paying tb
those fellows over there. There's §40.-
000,000 of it, clean cash. Just think how
well that would otit up between you and
And there are 30400 of them to

me!
divide It among. That's only  $100
apiece. But I suppose some will get less

and xome a great deal more.”™

Sald Jones to Brown: ''Bay, do you
know what 1 heard? Somebody I8 golng
to got a lot more of that $40,000,000 than
the rest of the gang. 1 wouldn't wondes
{f somebody has been getting in on the
ground floor, 1 wonder if any of our
own folks were smart enough to do IL"

Said Brown to Jenkine “They =ay
that @ zgood share of that $40,000,000
which your Uncle Samuel pald to thoms
fellows over there came right back
home to somna of our own people who
hnd formed a syndicate to buy up the
securities for & mere song'”

Sand Jenkins to Munchuusen: "I see
that it has come out that your Unecle
Samuél never pald & cent of that §40.-
000,000 to those fellows over there, but
just ‘divvied the whale boodle' hetween
our friends Bmith and Jones. What a
rotten lot we are, anyway!"

Then Munchausen went out
bittarly

and wapt

Sonnets on & Christmas Gift.
Chleagn News

To be or pot io be? What shall 1 do?
Shali I huy Jones & Christmas gift this
Fear?
Of vourss 1
giingy, and he's a
irue
1 am not one of those persons who
Hang ©on to every cent, and vet I fear

fto appoear

Em unwilling
both tried and

friend

that | meay find his friendship all toe
dear,
That Ister my sxtravagance 1°il rue,

is & hore—

this Christmaes giving
1 expend

think
: T Why should

An lmponition.
Five deoliars, or It may be even more?

They alwaya ooms to more thean | intend
And yet | know 1 ought not to ignore

Old Jones, for nfle:"[t!l he ls my friend

Last year Jones seni 1o me 3 ohse of wine,
The year baforw, cigars, Havanar straight.
This coming Christmans he'll anticipate

Sometting from me, and something pretty

fine

Of course T must do something in that line
[ cun't afford to show myself a skate,
But I've been paying oul A ot of Inte

And his gift, too, might not compars with

mine,

it he cume up with something rather nice
1 might be willing something nice (o buy,

But 1 can’t think of mny smart device
To ﬁr;u. that out, and that's Lhe reason

i

1 mort n!ghellutp abkotut ths prioe,

1 think I'll compromise upon a tis

She Knew Thene.

athollo Htandard and Times,

Mig= Dubley—She wns braggin’ about
how succesaful her dinnsr party was.
She said it wound up *"with great eclaw."
What's "eclaw.'” anyway?

Miss Mugley—Why, I guess that was
the dessert. Did you never eai a choc-
olate eclaw?

| suspended pending good behavior.

| mentbers of the same crowd, were Igst
weelkk sent to the Reform Behool. TDan
| MoKinnon, aged 14; Charles Claveland,
| aged 1T; Cecil Downey, agod 1I5, wers
placed on probation.

The boys in question have heen hang-

YOUNG

Hoodlnms' Leader Must Serve Term
in Heform School.

Car]l Lacey, 17 years old, was yester-
duy ordered by Judge Gantendein com-
miited to the Reform  School at Salem.
Lacey Is the ringleader of 0 gang of
Toodiums that the offleers of the Juvenile
Courf has been endeavoring to appre-
hend for the past six months. Hugh Mec-
Rinnon, 18 yvears old, was aleo sentenced
to the Refarm School. but sentence was
Eaidle
White, aged 17, and Raymond Buarns, 13,

ing around the TUnlon Station. .
papers and gambling and smoking In the
station building. They have also fre-
quented poolrooms on Burnside sirecl
They are known (o have stolen various
articles from stores near the depot

Tha officers of the court conslder the
peptura of Lacey o matisr of much Im-

poriance on account of hin Influence over | MO

other bove. In his teatimony he admitted

that he had associated with tramps and
hobos and during the past Summer had
beat his way to (thicagoe and bhack

Winfleld Oliver, of G4 Milwaukla s
wnas arraigned before Judge Gant
on tha charge of noglecting hila chi
Afrs. Ofiver is unsound mentaily

and I=
the mother of 12 ehiidren, elght of whom
are living. ©Of these, but three now live
with their parents he school inspecto
reported that not only ware the childrer
uncarad for, that the premisep were
fn a Jdeplorahly unsanitary <ondition,
Oltver was wamed to clean up his prem-

but

{ses and give his ¢ dren propar supor-
vislon or they would ba token awny
from him.

GUILTY OF MANSLAUGHTER |

Jury Returns Verdict Against Ital-
lan Who Killed Friend.

Giuflty of manslsughter was the verdlet

rendered last night by the fury in the
cake of Antonlo Petarseo, charged with
the murder of Vincenzo Disantis. The

arguments in the pase were concluded at
afternoon, and

mbout § o'clock yesterday
after recelving Instructions from Judge
AMorrow, the jury retired. The case was

tpened n week hgo, and has hean consid-
arably retarded due to the fact that most
of the witnesses sperk no English and
their testimons hae had to be transmiiiod
through an Interpreter, a method jnvolve
ing delay and Inconvenlance

The killing of Disantis was tha
come of n auarrel at' o marringe »
at which the principals and o
too much. Petarsso med that
antin attacked Wm with a knife befare
he (Petarsso) fired the fatal shot. Sance
Fouls aml A Minar appenred
dofondant: Special Prosgoutor
Ditchburn and Thad, W. Vrieeland
resentod the state. The Jury was «
posed of the following: M. Kront
F. Crawford. A. J. Fauno, E
dner, C. F. Clement, J. G. Darr
. Clemens., J. W. Caldwell, B (
lel, E. J Jonkins. W. R. Gradon
Eilwin Carlisle.

out-

Ds-

a

FOR SPEEDING

ACQUITTED

Adams Ig-

B. P. Josselyn and C. F.
norant of Vielation of Lnw.

B, 8. Jomselvn, president of the Port-
land Rallwa Light & Power CAom . ny,
and . F. Adams, president of the rort-
land Gas Company, wern terday mormn-
ing acquitted of the charge of violating
the eity ondinance governing the speed of
antomoblleg. The defense showed thit
Mr. Adamys had jent his motor to a friend

and that this friend excesded the spoead
limit without the defendant’'s knowledge
Mr. Jogse ‘e car at the time the vin

tion was alloged 1o have taken place, wns
driven by his chauffeur, the owner baing
unaware of the fact

Judge Cleland declined to fine the de-
fendants for an offenss of which they
were ignorant and dismissed the case

Ex-Senator Jogeph Blmon represented Mr.

Adams, while Frederick V. Holman nap-
peared for Mr. Joshelyn.

NEW BRIDGES TO BE USED
Through Service 1o Grays Huarbor

Begins Saturday.

Routihg Northern Paclfic tralne o
the North Bank bridges and the Ka-
Inma-Vandcouver extenslon, which -wlll
Inppgurntsl next Saturday, will
tended by other ndvantages than that
more direct communication between Port-
Innd and Seattle and Eastern polnts, Sln-
ultanegus with this change of sarvice,
the Northern Paclfie will install «a
throngh daily treain between Portland &

he
be ai-

ol

Washingt

Southwestern H
Portland at

Harbor traln will leave

A. M, and arrive at Hoqulam at 2:05
P. M. From Hoquinm tho train will
leave at §:15 A. M. and arrive at Port-
lind at 4:15 P. M

Beginning Saturday all local buslniss
patweosn Portland and Gobla will ha
perved by the Astorin & Colnmbia River

Portland-Astoria tralns % These changes
will dispense with the need for the §
anieer fe Tacoma, which has
service éver since the Northern Paeifio
ecompletod 1ie road to Portlond and it 1s
rocorded of thaé old boat thnt she never
missed a trip iIn her antire carear The
Tacoma will not be removed from her
Goble-Ealams rmun antfl the service of
the Northern Pacific vin the North Bank

bridges and the Kalama-Vanco
tension has been thoroughly es
From the beglnning a saving
30 minutes In the schedule of Northern
Pacific tralns betwesn Portlund and 8e-
attle will be affectad. The running
time botwesn the two point= will be fur-
ther reduced when the operation of the
drawbridges |8 perfeoted and the newly

oonstracted road betwean Vancouver and
Kalama has adjusted itself to more rapld
aperation of tralns.

What Delays Proaperity.

Chlengo Inter Ocenrs.
The American people are evidently
regaining confidence in  themsel

thelr country, itf Iostitutions and [nwa.
and power to look upon the flaws in all
these with common Sense, But it Is
durkening of counsel to sttempt ta per-

gunde purselves ‘hat all our hardships
nre past wnd t we are abount v
on Immedinte with the easy
perity of two years Ago.

It 18 not 50 ensy fo bulld up
Is to tear down That Is truth
real statesmanship never rorget
matter what the impuntlence &

bénevolent intentlons with its 4
tion. That we have not yet
that which wa permitted to be
down by the refarming zeal that would
burn the barn merely to kill the rate
s plaln from the facts that both money
nad labor are idle snd anxious.

It is the object. the business and t
duty of Government lo oredtes c
tiona where both capital, or saved @
stured mbor, and ilving Iabor may
tairly and profitably employed.
that 1= mbout all the businesns
ernment. What shattersd our
perity was chiefly the diverslon of
governmant to matters not Iis busi-
ness. What delnys the raturn of proe-
perity I3 the remaining unceriainty
that government will now attend striot-
Iy to its business.

o

Snow Covers Grain-Fields.
GOLDENDALE. Wash., Den, 22 —(8pe-
elnl.}—The first snow of the reason fell
hers yesterday to a depth of thres inches.
This snow will be worth many thousand
dollars to the gralan crop.

torn | tl

BOY I8 SENTENCED | TELLS OF PRESIDENTS' TRIP

W. 1. Finley Says President [s Not
Golng Merely for Game,

Willinm I Finlay, at thim clhty,
who Is widely known as & naturalist,
lecturer und writer of bird and animsl
storles, returnsd home westerday after
spending two months In New York and

other Enstern citles,
While In Washington,” Mr. Finley,
who ls an expert on gamae protection,

Ident on

conmited with | Roosevelt

matiers of wild id and snimol Jegis-
Intion. It was upnn the réecommenda-
tion of Mr. inler and Mr. Bohiman
of this clty that President se
lnst Angusi the vet wnd best 1 -
vations In the Unlted Sintes for the
protection of wild fowl, Klamath Lake
and Malhvur Lakoe Reservations
President Roosevelt was greatly in-
wild blrd photogTaphs
naturali=ts Miny

* beon pronounced
takon of wild birds.
seashore
reaidont

over
nphy.
“American Pinjes
is the aut sy in the

best. book
evar ""'Ill t
1fe of wlid

Baoiu ® wide experfenos In the
field witl utera, President Roase-
welt asked Mr. Finl y v his son
Kermit at Harvard, who {8 to be the
offlclal photographe [
trip, und glve |
the fleld waork
wias done and no xp helne

wi to get the best comeyas and ap-
18,
Yhen asked Wiz epinion as to the
ent's Afrlean irip nd the ont-
« Mr. Finley =aid

“IL wili ‘be & hard tri nd am ex-
pensive trip, 1 rog t ona thing Tt
has been heralded il i
Ing expedibl —i cip v Kilb

#  point ot fom

nured It
is. a hunter. b
birds and anin
ab gl ALY

Frres

the
merg hunting party

accompany

s effort

and wWraph hirdse

w miide Lo Study
wnd animals from
erentures will 4
they will b

tlong aof the S
where the
of the ecountry heralds thils
Ing tri nnd give

I 1

ome o

usad

th

nr

irn noeded, i pr
a ht

inEnce

T

af

to tha killin
unwlivlésame exan
boy. Wo will havy

trips thongh every
the Jand, It wi be o F
efforis at humane educatior
Mr. Finley had a number of interest
Ing exj ces to taell of his visile
with Eas n naturallsts H Is well
Tin s beset witl Joln Burrnug
¥ Apent night with hlm at |
sldos which Is favorite cuabln a
the woods from hi ftome 07
1] Mr. Burroughs offten gocs
retrent to write and live In ¢eamp

ik manls over

own
My,

Ernast Thompaon
home at Coa Cabh

o king
open. fire,
day with
hia country

by ©

Beton

Connecticut
*Alr

Fngland

Inter

Seton New

frrest

ang |
features’™

continged
place I8 kepl largely in
it = retreat lor
Haomer Daven-
nee Jeérs
¥ Davanport w barn
i Oregon farm the min he
vour hand, Ho's n
ink u:.l':.-!u-u.".. ineasys
thnt makes you fool at
hough ¥you are hut
glde of New York Cilty.
“Dmlilas Lore Shurp s of
best men 1 know. Ho is profossor of
English in the Roston University. L desr
other lovers of nature Uves in the
oounicy o 'L four hoys=
up In a clty flal A
i Sharp Is
hettor Hternlurs

siing

YT

animals

a similar

ail

W Gan

wion

home
hour

“ven
out

ons the

i his

anym,
and

Burrough
miking more
than any natore
oentl bool, the
hian best, Hire thres
widely known the
whole tone of his wrlting s 80 sincere
the natural history s good, that tlhiey
will outiast most all nature books of

the

of
boonks nre not

West, bul the

Fodlay

coming gome of Mr,
rated articles on hird and
i 'Ii‘.l] life will appobr Country Life,
Harper's, Everybods's, Colller's
and other leading publieations, Tha
most impertant sclentific studs maxde
by Ar, Finlegy and Mr. Bohlman, and
the one that has attracted the atten-
tion of ernlthologists all over the world,
on. the life history of the Cailifornis
condaor, will be publlshed as a book
during the coming Summer by Charles

Scribner's Sohe,

vouLr

the

Success

CIVIL STRIFE

Recrniting Troops to Fight
Castro's Adherents.
Fridny,

ARMING FOR

Gomez

De-

CARACAS, Veuszuola, 1
vher 18.—Vin Ponce, P. R., Dec. 32.—
Lia=s » repetition In this

demonstrations

the stro

and 14, but the en-
s of the Castro cabt-
nrrod terday Is rveé-
fa yrd sealing the
1 in Voanerusln

Lt Is o Togicnl out-
Acting Prasident
anti-Caxtro dem-
In the ednrly

fall of the cabis
coma of Lha fact Thnt
Goines ]n-:nn.‘r-:i the
onstrations in COrrices
days of the weak,

The change of n
and made known
of 1500 soldlers fr
are loyal ta Gomnes

Pliers Ix much military activity aveary
where, and Leoopd nra helng reorultsad
and armad with onecEy in tho bealief
that the men in-the interior loyal to
Castro will fight
. AEE——

BXIP 1IN

nistry wan effocted
after the arrival
the interiar, who

DUTCH SHUT PORT

Threaten Capture If She TLeaves.

Hollund Declines Compromise.

AS

A LA Venezueln
—This MeEnmer :

rées ARA
garded as a dead

shipment
Curacos be

revoking

Isinnd .
lotier without

Ta the Crules,

waltnr Reverly Crana

eoies

Dirown
Christmnas,

frwaE comnmes bBul once o Year,
Idren lowve the sest af 1
sage glad wa hear,
1o behest of 1]
i-will mand wishea Wine

Ohristmas comes to =i

Merry
af 1t

Evan thnose who jeri




