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TRADE AND THE MERCHANT MARINE.

A San Francisco dispatch announces
that the keynote of the coming Trans-
Missals Congress will be *“trans-
Pz "and “an Am ATl Mer=-

chant These ar

marir ar
and it = w that thoy are
cussed here on the shores
cific, where actuai el
range can be studied mue
theories o long
chant muarine Nnot necoss

~-benra i
truns-Pa

Amert E

I tw yenr= the bulk
trade been handled by tramp
SlFAMers rutes a0 low that somae of
the owners of the vessals have been

brought to ¢ of bhankruptcy.

They have our exports in the
most constructed and |
CCOnOT v (1 afl ’

but the stress has
=0 great, and the xupply of tonnage
far In exvess of the demand,
hias been simply Impossibie
o relurn a profit

All of which s perhaps fortu-
nite for the owners, but of course in-
CTeass th profits of the men who
prodoce and handle the cargoes It Is
thus guite iwccurately demonstrated
that cheap tran riation s benef
clal to the trans-Pacific trade. and 1f

this transportation is to be sapp
an: American merchant marine, we
must have no handicap of original cost
over the aocea mrriers with which our
ehlps must compate.  In other words,
wa must abandon our presont absuyrd
and unbupsinesslike policy of forcing
the American shipowner to do busi-
ness with a 500,000 Americ
ehip In competition with a forelgner
who can an equally well
vesse]l of equal capacity for ¥35
The Pacific Coast poris at this {ime
pretty  well ttered up with
schooners and barkentines
unable o enter the forelgn
in A small way because
farelgn-bullt vessels, constructed at
much ower cost, can handle “trans-
Pacific trade,” or any other ocean
trade, at lower rates than can be met
by the American crafl., except at a
lose. 1f the men in charge of thia
Trans-Mississippl Congresa wish to
know why the merchant
marine ianguishes, they should invite
Robert of San Francisco,
give some of his personal experi-

BACUre

Are o
American
which are

trade excep

Lo
ences s un owner of both American
and foreign ships.

Expert testimony, such as Mr. Dol-

far is In position to give, might, If
properiy digested by the delegates, re-
sult In an sppeal to Congress for leg-
julation that would result In a mer-
chant maring Not a submidy-fed,
pampered, weak, nerveless, hothouse
affalr. but an active, independent mer-
chant marine, that could float on Its
own bottom and could on its merlits

n
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gates get a good understanding of It,
thare will be no further demands for

days ago by the steamships Braemont
and Queen Amelia with 403,206 bush-

els. The draft of the big trio salling
yesterday rvanged from 23 feet 7
Inches to 24 feet § ‘Inches, and all

through from Portland
de-

were taken
to the sea without the slightest
tention.

As an Hlustration of the remark-
able lmprovement In the river channel
it is Interesting to note that the five
vessels mentioned, with cargoes of
1.018,.782 bushels of wheat, carrled a
greater tonnage thin the combined
September and October, 1888, fleet of
fourteen vessals, The total amount of
the fourteen cargoes of twenty years
ago was 1,014,543 boshels, and It was
necessary to lighter some of this whest
to Astoria, even tho diminutlve vesseln
of that period being unable to lond to
thelr capacity at Portland. Evidence
of this nature shows quite clearly
what has been accomplished In the
past, and what may be expected In ths
future.

DOMESTIC EXPORTS INCREASING.

The first ray of sunshine in the for-
fign trade situatlon for several months
i moticesble In the August statement
of the Bureau of Statistics;, comprising
exporta of breadstuffs, meat and dalry
products, food sanimals, cotion and
minernl oil. Thesa Mgures show a to-
tal nearly $8,000,000 In excess of the
July exports of the same commodities,
nnd are nearly $5.000,600 greater than
the amount exported In Auguost, 19067,
The showing s all the more favorable
when it Is noted that the valus of the

July exj was much smaller than
for the month In the preceding
four ¥ Wheat and cotton were
I'.hv two great =tnples responsible for
making August the frst month to
show &n increase Lhis year. In tha

coreal alone exports rose from §5,581,.-
066 bushels, valued $5.268,9580, in
August, 1907, to 11,815,605 bushels,
viilued at $11,964.691 last month.
The amount of cotton shipped last
month was nearly three times as Inrge
as for Aogust, 1907, but, on account of
the lower prices, the galn in total
value was not 80 greatl proportionately
The August increase, while quite en-
couruging, was Insufficent to make
much of the deficit that was caused
by the heavy slump in forelgn trade
eariler in the year, and the total ex-
ports for the commaodities mentioned
for the first «lght months of the year
ar but »% 455,500, compared with
35,064,861 for the first elght months
of 1807, although they compare favor-

up

ably with the exports for the same
period in years prior to 1307. Exports
of breadstuffs for the clght months

wore the largest on record, reaching &
total of $113,661,1560, which was more
than $2,000,000 In cxcess of the pre-
viouas record of 1906,

In this feature the
Portland and the Puget Sound clties
make a very fattering showing, the
value of the breadstuffs exported from
the two North Pacific ports exceeding
$20.660,000, or considerably more an
one-sixth of all that was shipped from
United States. In wheat alona
s two ports also make a remark-
showing, belng credited with 15~
344 bushels out of o totnl of 54,-

bushels from all American
In meat and dairy products,
hogs and and minaral

of trade

expart

of the {trans-Pacific trade b-_zcnu“lnur fields and orchards; the virgin | pestilence, we need not be particularly

soil, long cropped to a single produoct
which would bear slow transportation
to far markets, has been exhausted of
ita fertility and become stingy in its
rleld; clvilizantion has made more ax-
arting demands upon the quality of
products year after year. To counter-
act these drawhacks and conditions
the mclence of agriculture has arisen
and, fostered by the Government, Na-
tlonal and state, has betome a sure
heip In time of need. *“Back to the
sofl" 1= the slogan of thi= acience, and
It Is meeting response, fur and wide.

A BIT OF SAGE ADVICE.

The Oregonian tries to act as ne=arly
as may be Hke a porfect gentleman
when [t 18 approached upon delicate
subjects by a real lndy. For that rea-
aon the following Inqulry from “E. J."
is not relegated to an obscurely un-
worthy corner of the paper but s
shoved Into as brilliant an !llumina-
tlon as possible. “The writer,” begins
the wvirtuously Ingnisitive “E. J.' “Is
& muarried woman and while out In tha
evening with a party of lady friends
and thelr husbands svas invited to en-
ter one of the prominent grills of the
city to partake of ligquld refreshments,
Was it wrong to accept the invitation
under the circumstances?"

! A pood deal depends upan the num-
ber of husbands each lady friend had
along. If she had no more than three
or four we can see nothing prima
facie wrong about the adventure; but
If any meéember of the gay party had
ns many us six husbands with her It
sgams to us -decldedly risque for
“E. J.," to have gone into a grill in
such ecompany. It Is Impossible to
give & definlte answer to deep and im-
portant questionz of this sort without
knowing all the particulars of the af-
falr. Far example, how can w# say
whether it was wicked or not to enter
the grill for liquid refreshments when
nothing i= told us about the refresh-
ments themselves? If these ladles
and thelr multitudinous husbands par-
took of whisky one muft know the
brand, the nge of the beverage and
whether it was polluted with water or
nat before the mora! qualty of thelr
conduct becomea determinable. It
champagne was chosen for the llguid
reflreshment one can declare offhand
that if it was made of vinegar, lime
and sugar then It was not only wicked
to drink it but scardulous even to be
seon where It was kept. If it was the
true vintage of the sunny plains of
France, we must have further Infor-
matlion before venturing an oplnlon:
In conclusion we are disposed to
add, merely as a counsal of perfection,
thit when a reul lady goea Into ' a
snloon to take a drink she usually
brings at least one of her own hus-
bands along No matter If is
chaperaned by several of the husbands
of her Indy friends she does not feel
soclally secure without some nearer
and dearer protector.

she

CHOLERA IN RUSSIA.
If new proof were needed of the In-
capnelty the Russian autocracy to
govern it would be furnished In supor-
abundance by the epldemic of cholera
which rages from the Caspian Sea (o
8t. Petersburg. Cholern is & diseass
which originates in filth and thrives
upon superstition and i{gnorance. The
clvllized world long since outgrow the
panic terror which It once insapired
whenever it appearsd. Rational quar-
antine, decent habits of life and soap
plentifully u=ed deprive cholera of
most of it8 power to slay. but in Rus-
sin the officials ure too busy grafting
to set up & quaerantine. The disease
entered the country lnst Summer from
the region of the Casplan, where the
peopla too holy to =h them-
selves or their food and where chaolern
Is therefore endemic.
While the Russian
dillgently robbing and torturing the
populnce the pestilence worked Its
way unhindered up the Volga, a great

of

areg w

affloials were

s

thero we of sevaral

millions. While an Increase In the ex- |
ports of manufactured products t-si
very much red at this time, It s |
hardly prol that {2 will be in avi-
dence untll fears as (0 the outcomea of
the November clection have been al-

layed. Our cereal crops and the cot-
ton crop are so large, however, and
the foreign demand is so heavy, that

it is reasonable to expect that the up-
ward move Indicated in the August
domestie exports will be malntained
There Is a big crop at high prices. and
It Iz moving quite rapidly The Inde
pendence of thé Amerioan farmer was
never more apparent than In this year
of large crops and high prices follow-
ing a severe financial uphesaval In the

country.

“BACK TO THE sOIL."
A t hopeful sign of the times is
the eungerness of farmers .to learn
more of their wvocation Time was

when plowing and sowing and gather-

ing Into barns met ali t require-
ments of knowledge In farming. The
“lucky vear" was looked for hopefully

o balance the short crops of unlucky
=ars, and economy in living,
< ack of all Indulgences
in the way of amusement or entertiln-
ment. were the only known methods
wherebhy money could be saved to pay
the taxes and keep up the interest on
the mortgnge.

A1l of this s happily changed. Agri-
culture has grown the dignity of
a vocation that, properily pursusd.
gives certain results year after year in
blessed land of assured climatic
The how, why and whercefore

severe

“ e

this

favors,

of agricultural methods that produce
with unarring certalnty the results
desired are eageriy and inteiligentiy

sought. It is thus that r-_-pres«'r:m:iv-:-sl!
of the State Agricultural College |
found attentlve andiences at the Stato |
alr when dalrying, the control of I|n-|
gect pests, trea grafting, apple pack-
Ing, the good and bad polnts in judg-|
ing stock and kindred toples were pre-

sented. This was a new feature of the
State Falr and one that awakened
great interest. Its popularity was as-
sured from the firsi, and it will no

doubt commend itself to the managers
the State Falrs of the future It
extends the Instruction which young
men and women récelve at the State
Agricultural College to farmers who
have long outlived their school days
and in whose boyhood farming
was simply an inherited voecation. The
earnesi attention given to the tapics
treated, by men and women grown
middie-aged and even old on the farm.
plainly attest the need of the Instruc-
tion given and the open minds with
which It Is received.

Trulr there is much to learn that
was not written In the requirements
of early farming in Oregon, The pests
introduced by commerce have come to

of

tions which are now carrying the I_mlh:

pest and prey upon the products of

artery of commercs, to the heart of
the Empilre, Everyvthing was pre-
pared make [t welcome. The
wretched peasants are so [ll-fed that
thelr power of resistance is slight. The
grain that should nourish them s &x-
ported to pay the gambling debts of
thelr rulers. There Is probably not
a peasant's house h any Russian Mir
village from the Casplan to St Peters-
Inl.'g a8 clean as an American cow-
barn. Thelr food s not only In
clent but 1t is filthy. St
comes nearer than any other clty
the empire to being civilized, bul e

Petersburg
of

there we read that thg habits of
people are Incredibly foul angd the
markets reeking with putrid offal,

The so-called hospltals of Russia, con-
trolled by ignorant priests, are simply

breeding beds of cholern. In one of
for exampie, 300 patients were

»d by three bath tubs
Such being the facts there Is no

myvstery whatever about the spread of
cholern in Ruossia and its virolence.
Every circumstance Invites a pesti-
lence and the pestlience has acecepted
the Invitation. If if sve not cholara
It would be something else. Instead
of honestly facing the facts, howeyer,
and fighting the pestilence with good
food and cleanliness, the Russian
priests have begun to gibber and
chatter about it. God has sent It to
punish the people for thelr sins, they
suy, and they are trying to stay the
pestilence by prayer, One can imagine
the silly creatures parading up and
down the streets with their holy im-
ages borne aloft and muitering In-
cantations they gao. But prayer
never vet staved one epldemlc and a
good mop Is worth a milllon elkons
when It comes to fighting the cholera.
These forforn priests cut & hideous
flgure but they are dangerous also,
for they keep the populace ignorant
of what really ought to be done and
induce the affiicted to trust to means
which cannot possibly help. lif.'ncni
the disecaze will probably take its own
coursée In Russ=ia and it becomes
doubly difficuit for her civilized neigh-
bors to quarantine against l&. The in-
habltant= are ufterly lgnorant of the
danger to themselves and to others
from thelr habits and for this Igno-
rance they may thank thelr priests,
Russia menaces the world now both
as A hotbed of revolution and as a
breeding ground of pestilence. Each
copdition s directly attributable to
her wretched government. The Rus-
slan people are as intelligent and
capable a= any in the world and they
would take an honorable place among
the nations If they only had decent
rules. As thsy have not, they must
submit to military torture, to starva-
tion and pestilence while the rest of
mankind looks upon thelr country as
a plague &pot both moral and physical.
§till, however we may dJdeplore the
tyranny and superstition which deliver

as

alarmed for ourselves. Populatlons
which are cicaniy and well fed are In
no great danger from the cholera, but
| 1t Is well to remember that the more
,sanitary we make our surroundings
| the safer we are. Quarantine alone is
but a poor defender when there are
filth and decay to play thes traitor
within the walla

Thera is valid objaction to ths pur-
chase of a house bullt for a private
residence for piiblic purposea. In this
view the purchase of the C. E. Smith
homestead In South Portland for the
purpose of transforming it Into =
county hospital |s unwise. Suitable
sites for a hospltal bullding are not
wanting and there Is Iittle doubt but
one could be secured and a bullding
sufficlently commodlous to meot all de-
mands for some years (o ocome
constructed thereon &t a cost but
little, If any, In excess of that which
r will be required to purchase and
transform this private dwelling Into a
hospital, Any one who has had axpe-
| rlence In remodeling an old house will
| coinclde with this view. Multnomah
| County needs a new hospltal, but 1t
| should have a bullding for that pur-
pose constructed from the ground up
| In accordance with modern plans for
|suf.-h institutions. Fatchwork In ecar-
| pentry, plumbing, lighting, heating,
! drainage, etc., Is both expensive and
| unsatisfactory.

Nevada hsx the unenwiabla distine-
tion of being the only stete in the
Union in which open gambling is tol-
erated. With & view to ridding the
| etate of such disastrous notoriety, =
spacial electlon will be held next
month for the purpose of attempting
to legislate the evil out of existence.
A news dispatch from Reno sayvs that
the stringency of the laws in other
parts of the country has resulted In
driving to Nevada nearly every promi-
nent gamblar in the country. This
might be a4 good time to apply the
juck-rabbit-drive plan to the gam-
blers. Having them all in a corral In
Nevada offers a good opportunity for
getting rid of them. It might not bhe
good policy to knock them in the
head, but as an alternative for that
plan they might he herded together
end forced to live off each other, The
world s too busy just now to be both-
ered with parasites, and they should
be removed, and the removal will be
simplified by getting them all in &
bunch.

A modest tourlng car with a party
of six pleasure-seekers, while proceed-
ing at a leisurely pace in Watsonville,
Cal, Sunday, collided with a telegreph
pole, wrecking the machine and Injur-
Ing all of the occupants. On the same
day o Los Angeles suto-maniac drove
his machine 100 mlles In three hours
and thirty-five minutes over the “"most
dangerous course (n the country'” and
escaped uninjured. The expression “a
fool for luck™ Is not uncommon, nnd
it secms 10 be based on some tanglble
evidencs,

With Spring wheat ylelding forty
bushels per acre In Washington
County, it would appear that some of
the “Valley wheat" fields were not yet
doomed o extinction. Even at forty
bushels per.acre and the price close
%1 per bushel, (e wheat crop Is
hardly as good a wealth produocer as
fruit and dalry products, but In some
respects it is easler to produce, and if
the yleld reported and present prices
were assured, there would be big
output of wheat from the Willametts
Valley for an indefinlte perlod.

to

i

A tavern ls being bullt on the Zig-
zag River, neair the toll gate on the
Mount Hood wagon road. It would
have been a welcome sight to the
immigrants of the ox-leam era who
crogsad and recrossed the Zigzag in the

late Octoher a half a2 century
and more ago, B3 they struggled on
toward the “settlements™ Like most
other things In this life, a tavern at
that place c¢omes after the real need
for It 5 pastL

“Print the names! print the names!®
shouted the Democrats scoflfingly when
there was complaint that hundreds of
Democrats had registered as Repub-
leans the dishonest . purpose of
directing the action of the Republl-
can primaries, The names have been
printed for Portland. There iz the
record. Who can dispote 1£?

¥
i0r

The reglstry lsts are now open
again, and you will not see the new
registrations favor Lthe Republicans as
three or four or five to one. The lists
will be more nearly even. Further
need Is none of that fraudulent pro-
ceoding and perjury to support. The
game, for this year, has been pinyed.

Bix games in & row Is a good enough
record for any ball team. The Beavers
frequently play Uke a ball team. ‘But

how often do the rooters and bugs
make & nolse lke boosting for the
home team?

The Demooratic ideal of a real
Demeocrat ln Oregon 18 of a self-

sacrificing cltizen who is willlng to go
to the extent of perjury In order to
make trouble at a Republican pri-
mary.

Everybody on the Republican side
appears to be anxious to have It
known that Chairman Hitchcock Is
running this campaign. Then some-
body is running it?

There s loud Democratic complaint
of course because Taft dida't “‘repudi-
ate” Foraker. What would you call
whit happened to Foraker after the
upset?

Thaose 500 Democrats will all make
neat little explanations as to why they
did It; and no two of them will be
allke. But It matters little, They did it

The President Is running a preltly
efficient publicity campaign himself
undéer the Oyster Bay date line. But
it bears the White House stamp.

Wilhur Wright made another
world's neéroplane record yvesterday. It
will be observed that nobody went
with him.

Congressman J. Adaom Bede might
got even by descending on Danville
and running !n Uncle Joe Cannon's
district.

Mr. Bryan spant a whole day Sun-
day with David B. HIlll and Alton

fl!’ “INDEPENDENT” LOOK AT IT

Comments on Last Week's Election In
the State of Malne.

Best commentaries we have seen
on inst week's election in Malne nre pre-
sented by the New York World and New

York Times. Here s what ths World
sald:
Mr. Taft wouldd have betler cause for

gratification over the result If the Repub-
can Nutloma! organization had not mafe
special efforts to help matters by keeplng
National issues like the tariff to the front
during the campaign. The situation was
koown to be whaky weeks ago because of
tha strong popular Interest in the resubmis-
slon of prohibition as urged by the Demo-
erxte. At the samme tlme the sothusiasm of
political seors like Mr Bryan who are
searching for signa of Deamocratic victory
In November should be tampered by the cir-
cumetance that the Malne Democrats sadu-
iously avolded the discusslon of Natlonal
questions and stuck with all their might
to the resubmiasion issue, which a large
Republlican element was known o favor
Bome Prohibitionists even had advocated ro-
submission, becatdse they were convinced
that the perple would agaln vote for pro-
"hibition and so =2tils 1he matinr for a gan-
eration.

£o far as the Repoblicans tried to make
of the Malne elaction a preliminary test on
Nationa!l issuyen they falled, and by thair
fallure the Malme Democratis profited 'n
earrring out thelr campalgn poiloy. The
most  significant thing in the election s
that tn a Republican stranghoeld where ur-
gent appeals were made (o the parti=manship
of the majority a large badyr of Republloans

should hawve been willine to desert thelr
party and vole independentiy In a purely

mtate matter, without regnrd (o the effect on
the Preaifential slection

Following i= the articie by tha Times,
reprinted entire;

It was poilte and polftic for Mr. Bryan
to congratulate ths Democratic chalrman Iz
Malne on the result of the stats siection,
nnd natural that he should ba “gratifled at
the retorneE”™ On the nther hand, it wa» but
prudent for Mr. Taft to remark that he
had predicted the result and that it kad no
Naticnak slgnificance. On the sne hand and
the other, these are but the ways of candi-
dnies, the most Adlgnified of whom always
try to maks things look &s bright s pos-
efhle

The real signifieancs of the Maine elsc-
tion, we should say, s oot very great as
bearing on the Natlonal slection, bhut what
1t has (8 nol favorabls to Mr. Taft. The
taste of prohibition was practlcally local
and the Democrats had & candidate wary
popular =wlh the farmers, so that the de-
cided change !n the vollng wss In the
enuntry districts. How far It was due
antl-pronibition sentiment, and how
tha clmnn'shness of the farmers, it
cary o say The fact

is not
remaine that sundry
thousands of rural volers, who have hith-

Republican party,
That may not

ario stood fast hy the
voled the Democratic ticket

ahow that they will vote for Bryan in No-
vamber, ‘hut It shows that ther are not so
enthusiastic over Taft In Mapine that they
foal ecompnlled to dony themselves the

luxuty of wvoling amminst the party on local
tsuen 12 ke conditlons prevall in other
etates the Republicans would do well to at-
tend to them as promptiy and oficl v
poimibla

Looking over the whole feld, and noting
ruch zign= of publie feeling as thers are at
this point in the campaign. It In reasonable
to may that sre l¢ no avidence of a strong
popular sweep toward Tarft, while there la
evidence that Bryan s stroanger than he has
Been in hiN twe preceding campaigom In
other words., as things now fook, Mr. Taft
is anfe because he has a wifls margin
to depend on. and Mr Bryan's prospecta ars
not substantially encouraging hecauss he
has so large & margin to overcome. As for
. thé local iesues, we think
men will oot be wsorry thut
mining prohibition polley has Tecelved
sethack in the state where It has been
mosi Hrmly 1ehed. Tltimately the ag
that awdminlstered this setback Is ikely
ba directed toward the genernl polloy of uni-
versal Government interference and raguis-
tion In matters whieh ths Government I
pecullarly unfitted to managy

vers

that most sensible
URCOmpTo-

-
the

the

EMPIRE STATE BOSSES OF TODAY

As They Appear at the Saratoga Con-
veation.
From Dispatch to the New York Even-
ing Post
A vast majority of the 1000 dolegates
to this conventlon &re veterans of muny
u politieal fray. Probably three-
fourths of them have attonded as many
ns 1 half-dogen state conventions. All
the old lenders are here—men who ran
the politieal machine In New TYork
State before this year's "first votsrs"
were born. EYery man who has
aspired to leadership in the Empire
State in the last quarter of a century
Is hers, with the exception of Thomnas
C. Platt. Thoré are Sengtor Depaw
and ex-Jenator Frank Hiscock and his
son, Justice Hiscock, ex-Governor
(dell and ex-Governor Black, Colonel
Dunn, Georgs W. Aldridge, Genernl
Btewart L. Woodford, Seth Low, Wil-
liam R. Wilcox, Frangis Hendricks,
Lou Payn and J. Sloat Fassett,
Yet not among them =ll iz there &
man who measures up to the leaders of
the past as a master of the political
ghame. Odell might essay such & rols if
he would, some say, but it is clear that
he does not see just what advantage
would acerus to him by organizing a
band of bossss, every one of whom
would tarn upon him at the first op-
portunity. So Odell is quiescent.
“If Tom Plall were In the snddle we
wouldn't present such a sad spectacle,”
growled one “leader” who had an active
hand In dethroning that one-time boss,
0Of course, Tim Woodruff fs the last
man any one wonld look to for the sort
of lendership that is demanded.
Certainly Woodruff presanig the most
ludicrous pleture of them all. Fassett
and Payns and Hendricks aod Barnes
have the courage of thelr convietlons,
&t Ieast 50 far as talk !s concerned.
Dupn und Aldridge and "Ben” Wilecox
nre willing to bé countéd for Hughes,
reallzing &8 they do there Is no ather
covrge opén (o them. BHut Woodruff
sits uneasly on the fenece: It hurts
him, and he squirms and makes faces,
but that is all. When he does get off
the fence, as he musat aconer or |ater.
the chanees are that it will not be of
his own volition. He wliil be pusnhed
or he will fail.
Thus, with no candldata to opposs
the Governor in sight, kicking =and
acreaming ilke 80 many mnaughty
schoolboys, the 'patroons™ are belng
dAragged slowly but surely to the In-
evitable.

Wants Insurance Agninst Alrships.
Winsted Dispatch to New York World.
Jacob Welner, a farmer of Nopaug,
came here to huy fire Insurance. Hae
inzisted on there being & flring-ma-
chine clausa In the policy, suying he
had read how Orville Wright had per-
fected his aeroplane, and he thought
there was as much danger of a flying
machine atriklng and wrecking his
bullding as lightning If seromantics keep
paces with the development of auto-
moblies,

The farmer wanted o five-year polley,
bul when Informed by Justice James
Smith, the insurance egont, that he was
shead of the insurance companies,
which have not yet begun to Insurs
agalinst loss by flying machines, he sald
dejectediy:

“Insure my bulldlngs for one ysar
only. Ferhaps the companies will be
up to date by the time my palley ex-
pires”

Silver Spooun in Shark's Igterior.
Hartford (Conn.} Dispatch.

In the body of a shark caught by fish-

ermen on a |llne nesr New London,

Conn., was found a heavy silver soup

spoor four inches long on which was

Locomotives.

suparintendents  of motive
power, who are In se=sfon In this eity,
returned Runday night from Lester,
Wash, where they went to sea the North-
#rn  Paclfic’'s Mallett compound locomb-
ttves In action on the steep gradex of the
Cascade Range. Willlam Evans. of Port-

Harriman

land, representing the Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works. ascompanied them.
The party jeft Portland In a special

train Fridaoy night. Broakfast was taken
it Taroma Saturday morning. and a trol-

the rallroadera by
Unlon Clab.

The special train was taken to Lester
after luncheon, where the visitors wete
received by Messrs, Mofr and Crosby, of

A. A. Hilton at the

the XNorthern Paclfie, and were taken
over the mountaine on a Jarge Mallett
compound engine, The work of these

big rondsters wite watched with Intoreat
by the motive power superintendents
Two of the big fellows, welghlng 316.000
pounds on the drivers, were found to do
us moch work and consumae less fuel as
threa of the old type formerly In use on
the steep mountain grades. Helper en-
gines have been done away with on the
grudes out of Lestar: On the track run-
ning uwp the mountain slde for 14 miles
whaere there s a grade of 2.2 per cent,
two Mallett compaunds and a Mikado lo-
comotive - hooksd. onto a trainload of 1800
tonz and earrfed It up the grade at a
rrte of ten miles an hour,

Upon the return 't Tacoma, the su-
perintendenta went on to. Soattle and
wert glven a trolley ride about the elty
by Buperintendent Kempster, of the Seat-
tla traction Hnes. The return trip from
Senttle to Portlund was made io record
tirne, loaving Seattle at 11 o'clock Sunday
foremoon  and  resching Portland at 5
ok that afternoon, The run from
le to Fortland was made In 46 min-
Bixty-seven miles an hour was
with ease on tha trip down from
Evin better time would have
for a half-hour’s délay at
The traln was madas up of five

mude
the Sound.
been made but
Kalnma.
private ears, brought here by the super-
intendents, and & baggage coach.

Those making the irip were:

First Bectlon—Mr. Crosby, general mae-
r o anic  Northern FPaelfie; Mr,
Bruce, magter mechanic, Northern Pacif-
e, Tacoma: Fuller, superintendent

i nicn Pacific, and wile,

¥, chief draftsman,

d wife, Omaha: Mr,
N suffer, superintendent of motive
Doy Iiinolin Central, and wifa,
Chicago; Mr. Ryan, superintendent of
motlve power, Texas & Northern, and
wife, Houston; Mr. Csde. M, C. B., Texas
& Northern, Houston; Mr. Davis su-

perintendent of mothve power, San Pedro,
l.os Angeles & Balt Lake and wife, Loa
Angeles; Mr. Dunn, superintendent of
motive power, Oregon Short Line, and
wife, Salt Lake: Mr. Ficlds, superintend-
ent 0, R. & N, Portland; Mr, Younger,
master mechanic, Southern Paclfie, Port-
land.
Second Sectlon—Mr, Molr, superintand-
ant af motive power, Northern Pacific, St.
Paul; Mr. Small, general superintendant
of motive power, Bouthern FPacifie, San
lson: Mr. Stillman, mechanical en-
, Southern Paclfic. San Franciaco;
Heltzgleman, superintendent of mo-

Alr.
tive power, Bouthern Paclfle, Bacramanto;

of motiva

Angeloa;

Mr., Bhsedy
power, Sou
Mr. Fitspatrick,

superintendent
FPaclfice, lL.ox
road fareman, Northeim
Pacific, Tacoma; Mr, Gllman, M, C. B,
Northern Pacific, Tacoms.; Mr. Graham,
superintendent of motlve power, 0. R. &
N., Portland,

HARRIMAN OFFICES ENLAKRGED

Frelght

Single Headquariers,

Ticket and Business In

Marked Improvementis are belng made
in the ticket offices of the Harriman lines
at Third and Washington streetis. The
partitfon at the rear of the room = be-
Ing taken out, and the barbershap In the
rear will be occupled by the rallroad of-
fice. A new counter 40 fest long, sald to
ba the longest In any ticket office on the
Const. 18 belng Installed.

A featurs of tha changes now belng
made s the combination of frelght and
pazeenger offices In one. Not only will
C. W. Btinger, city tlcket mgent for the
allled lines, st malintaln his headquar-
ters In the same office, but H. E Louns-
bury, genersl agent of the freight depart-
ment, Wil also ooccupy ths room, having
hin desk In the rear,

To give roam for both divisions of traf-
fie. another office on thoe ground floor of
the palling bullding, now cccuplad by the
Noarthwestern, will be Included In the
maln ticket office, making a very Iarge
room. The freight offiee to be moved
to Third and Washington s now canying
on Its business at 102 Third street. When
it moves to the new location, the North-
westorn offlce will remove to the room
at 102 Third.

It will be several weelts before all theae
changes can be brought about, but there
is a force of carpenters at work remodels
Ing the Interlor of the office to be
changed. Additional eclerks will he re-
quired when the Quartsrs are enlarged In
accordance with present plans. The In-
creasing business handled by Mr. Sting-
er's office made It Imperative to have
mare room.

Frelght Service to Salem,

Frelght service was inaugurated on
the maln line of the Oregon Elsotrie
vesterday between Portland and Sajem.
Dally frelght trains will run in sach
direction hereafter, and will handle any
quantity of freight, either carloads or
iesn than carloads. Frelght service has
not been provided heretofore, on ac-
count of the purchase of a large num-
ber of freight care In the East and the
delay in their arrival. They have comes
and are belng put in gervice. The com-
pany's new freight depot at Water and
Jefferson streete Wiae opened yesterdny
and will hareafter racelve and dispaich
frelght

G. W. Talbot ta Go East.

G. W. Talbot, general manager of the
Oregon Fiectric Rallway, will leave the
city next Monday for o mornth's visit
in the East. He will ettend the annual
conventlon of the general managers of
the American Street and Interurban
Rzailwars, which meats at Atlantic City,

October 11-16, and will al2o hold con-
forences with the Moffatt & White in-
terests In New York, who control the
Oregon Electiric. Prospectlve Improve-

ments and the bullding of feader linéds
next season will be talked over by Mr,
Talbot while in New York.

Traffic Agents Visitors.

Prnest Carley, manager of the North-
western déepartmoent of the Cunard Steam-
ehip line, with offices at Minneapolls, ¥F.
J. Cook, passgenger agent for the Colorado
& Bouthern Rallway, at Trinidad, 'Cal.,
D, B. F. Buckinghnm, purchasing agent
for the St Paul road.. at Benattls, and
. W. Mount, general agent at Lewiston
for the O. R. & N, were oculside trans-
portation officinls who spent yesterday In
Portiand on busineas for their respective
lines.

Rallroad President Coming.

B. L. Winchell, president of the Rock
Island system, is due to arrive In Port-
land today. Mr. Winchell's headquar-
ters ura In Chicago, and he is on a trip
of |ospection of the Pacific Coast coun-
try. He spent yestarday in Senttle and

BIG ENGINES ARE VIEWED

Rallroadmen Witness Test of Glant

VEHICILE TAX HELD VALID

Judge Gnmonhe-ln_(‘ltes Illinols De-
cislon as Precedent.

Constitutionality of the vehicle tax
wis upheld by the State Circull Court
yesterday, and the Clty Council's right
to pass gn ordinance establishinig that
aspamament was affirmed. A. A. Kad-
derly and J. C. Mann, who resisted pay-
ment., will either have to appeal to
the Snprome Courl or stand trial on a
charge of operating dAslivery vehleles
without the required-llcensen

The case was declded by Judge Gan-

ley ride was given the party about the | tenbein, who based hils decisions onm
city by Manager DMmick, of the Tacoma | fidings of the !Hlinols Supreme Court
Rallway & Power Company, who alsa ! in gipillar litigatlon. The matier was
took the superintendents for g ride out | pressntod In court In the form of & de-
to American Lake Luncheon was given | murrar by the clty to an dpplioation

frem Kadderly angd Mann for & writ bf
habens corpus. They appliad for this
relt following thelr arrest for viola-
tiong of tha wvellele tax ordinance.

It wans contended by them that they

alrendy ware paying personsl prope
tax on tha vehlcles as well as an oo
pation tsx, and that to make an nd-
ditlona! levy on their vehlel wnould

bo triple taxatlon wnd contrary to tho
Copxtitution.

Judge Gantenbein =ald that the Clty
Council recelved lta authority to panss
such an ordinance from  the Logisla-
ture nnd that the actlon of the Legis-
lature In granting such Tright was
clearly in harmony with the Constitu-
tion. He =suastainod ths City's demur-
rer and thereby brought the litigation
to an end, unless appeal Is taken, which
Is not thought likely.

HOTEL-OWNER 15 RESPONSIBLE

Acceptance of Valuables for Safe~
keeping Makes Him Liable.

When s hotel-clerk mecepts & pock-
ethook for mafe-Keeping the hotel
company isn responsible for the con-
tents, acoording to a decision made by
Cireult Judge Cleland yesterday. Tha
cane at Issue was that of Mary E. Clay
agninst the Merchants hotal. Tha wo-
man is & palmist doing business acrosa
the strest from the hotal. She was (n
the hablt of leaving her purse thare
nighte. Recantly she left her purss,
contalining $42, with E. T, Hess ths
night cleri.

Hoss threw the money into a drawer
while ha attended to & bus-load of new
arrivals and later planced it In the safs.
Whan the owner called for her mones
next day there was but $4.60 left. Tha
hotel mansgament roesisted paymeant of
the difference and the matter was
taken {nto court.

Employlng Firm Wins Sult.

Hanriatta Magone's sult to collect
money her son would have earnad hnd
he not been dispbled. falled in the Ofr-
cult Court yesterday. She nsked that

the Portland Manufacturing Company be
compellsd to pay her 32000 becauss her
18-yoar-old son lost his laft hand whils
working for the company two Years ago
and therebhy the boy's earning oapacity
was cut down. The sult was decided hy
a jury which wae Instructed in favor of
tha defendant firm by Judge Morrow.

Beeks Divorce and Her Chilid.

Mary E. Scott asked the Clrecult
Court yesterday for a divorce from
Alvah Beott. They were mirried No-
vember 13, 159, at Lancaster, Nob.,
and Scott dlmappenrad In June, IHF,
whilse they were (n FPortland, She
asks the custody of thelr d-year-old

aon, declaring that Scott s not a fit
person to have cliarge of him.

Three Prisoners Are Arralgned.

Three arralgnmentis wore held in the
Circuit Court yesterday. Charies
Henly, charged with forgery., pleaded
not guflty. Lillis Morris, charged with
assaulting Glen Terry, a boy, ploadsd
not gullty and a similar plea was made
by P. H. Triggas. charged with beating
Yernon EKnlght.

OREGON SCHEDULE OF BELL

California Congressman Will Not
Here This Campalgn.

Congresaman Theodore A. Bell, of
Californls, will not speak In Portland
this eampalign, although he will make
threa addresses In the state this weak.
Last night he addressed the Democrata
nt Medford, tonight he will sponk at
Eugens mand at Salom Wadnesdny night.
The following night ha will be at
Beattle.

But for ths fact that Senator Gore,
the biind orator of Oklahoma, s
scheduled to speak here Friday night
undar the ausplces of the Democoratic
Biata Cantral Committos,
ments probabiy would hav
by which the chalrman of
convention would dellver an address
in Portland.

Fpeak

Forest Grove Plans Taft Clnb.

W. A, Wiilinms, of Forest Grove, called
at Republican headquartars yestorday
and reported that a Teft Club would ba
organised In that city tomight, under the
ausplices of the Republliean Stata Cantral
Committee. The Bourne ponple qaletly
organised such s in Forest Grove a
few weeks ago, the responsibil-
ity for Itz organ tlan was discoversd
the club was dissolved and ita delegates
to the siats convantion of Taft clubs were
withdrawn, The club to be farmed to-
night will be organized by many of the
membars of the original ciub but it will
ba affiliated with th» Republican State
organization, according to Mr. Willlams.

John Temple Graves to Bpeak.

Paulinus MeDonald, who is in charge
of the Independence party haadquar-
ters in this city, hax comploted ar-
rangements for the meeting to be hal
under the auspices of this politica
organization at the Enights aof Pythi

Hall next Saturday night. At that
tima John Temple Graves, Independ-
ence nomines for Vice-Presldent. will

deliver an address. 1f the hall should
prove Insufficlently large to accommo-
dnte thas audience, Mr. Graves will
speak from & carringe in the street.

Sunnyside to Have Rally.

Republicans at Sunnyaide have ar-
ranged for n big rally Thursday night.
The prineipal speakor will ba Anyor
George F. Rodgers, of Balam, who has
notified the State Central cominittes
that he will take the stump for two or
three weeks in the interest of Taft
There will be several loonl spenkers
at the Sunnyside meoting.

Democrnis Will Hold Meeling.

A joint mesting of Precincts 42 and
43, Seliwood, has baen armanged by the
Demoerate to be held next Monday
night In Unton Hall. Thirteenth and
Tenino strects. A liat of the speamers
for this mesting hak not been selected
by. County Chairman Thomas

Football Players to Meet.

A specirl meeting of the genaral body
of association foothall playvers will be
held under the ausplces of the Portland
Association Football Club tonight, In
the office of Distrlet Attorney Camers
on. The report of the committes of
geven, appolnted to make recommendn-
tlons coverlug all the present moasons
football problems, will be recelved, and
any persons interested In the game are
{nvited, whether membarg of last year'y

engraved “Pequot Houss.”

the Russian people wholesale {o the

B, Parker, All sacaped allve.

is on his weay south.

cluba or not.
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