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THOSE STOLEN PRINCIPLES.

Hus Roosevelt stolen Bryan's prin-
clpies? Has the Republican party
stoien them? Is Taft In possession
of the goods?

Twice hitherto Brran has been the
Democratic candidata for the Presi-
dency. First time free colnage of sil-
ver was “the paramount issve. Sec-
AL EE paraning lesus’” was lm-
perinllem. Now, a common miscel-
lany of objlection and criticism of the
course and pollcy of the Republican

tiw Libe

party during the last fifty years.
There ia petty objection, ut every
point, The fiscal policy ls attncked.

The tariff Isn't right, but there Is no
probability, from experience, that Mr.
Bryan's party would make It Dbetter.
Banks here and there have falled; and
now the Government is to guaranty
all deposits. “Protection” is unequal;
but we know from the experience of
A few years ago that Democratic leg-
isiation would make it more unsqual
suill. The trusts haven't been con-
tralled; for this is a most diMcult
thing to o, because the trusts contin-
ually play one party against the other,
and are as strongly intrenched In one
4 in the other. Besides, the trusts,
which are but combinations in indus-
try and commerce, have the right to
exist. The only gquestion s that of
reasconable regulation. Bryan contin-
ually talks as If the right of capital
to assoclate or combine was to be de-
nled. It s *“too chlldish-foolish for
this worid."

But whatever principles Mr. Roose-
velt may have “stolen” from Mr.
Bryan, and whatever portion of these
principles Mr. Taft may have falien
helir to, it Is certaln that among thess
is not Inclpded the mighty Issue of
wilver, which demanded free colnage
at a fraudulent ratio, or the burning
esue of antl-lmperialism, which re-
quired os to turn tall from our posi-
tion in the islands, into which we were
carrfed by the Bpaniah War. Thess
were the “great principles” on which
Mr. Bryan made his former dashes for
the Presidency. They were defined by
him ns the “paramount™ and “burn-
ing” Ilssues. Has Mr. Roosevalt stolen
them? And have the goods been
passed over to Mr. Tafe?

Having abandoned the paramount
and burning issues of his former cam-
palgns, Mr. Hryan now distributes his
afforis, One Issue 8 the tariff; an-
other Is the trusts; a third Is Injunc-
tion; & fourth Is guaranty of bank de-
ponits. On none of these declarations
is hi=s party united. It couldn't do
anything with elther of them,—first,
becanse of opposition in {ts own ranks;
second, becauss It would be the object
of the Republican party, after the
manner of all parties in opposition, to
thwart Its adversaries whenever It
could.

Mr. Bryan Is simply knocking about
in various directions, in the hope of
picking up votes enough to obialn
election. It was silver at one time:
It was opposition to retention of the
Pacific and Atlantic Islands at an-
other; anon It was & demand for gov-
ernment ownership of raliroads. This
whols asgortment now has been gent
to the scrap heap; and the candidate
has raked up a job lot of stuff that
may stand for anything or nothing.
But the old "principles™ have all been
abandoned. It ls the tariff now, Bat
let 135 go back a little. “If they ask
us why it Is that we say more on the
money gquestion than we say on the
tariff queation,” sald Mr. Bryan in the
Chicago convention speech that made
him famous in 1898, “I reply that if
protection has siain its thousands, the
kold standard has slain s ten thou-
sands.™ Yet the destroying gold
standard remains, and the prophet
now |8 siient. 1Is this because the
“principle” has been “stolen™ by
Roosevelt and handed ovar to Taft?
It is a good guess that the goods have
not been stolen.

The new question, now presented as
a summary of all the others, Is put by
the inquiry, “Shall the people rule?"”
But that guestion Is belated, for the
people do rule, and have been ruling
all the time. The lssue received prac-
tical demonstration in Mr. Bryan's
defeats, on ground of his own choos-
Ing. But If his former stock of prin-
ciples and of paramount Issues was
good then It Is good today; and since
he wus not a good suthority then it
is a falr Inference that ha I8 not a
good authority now. Cartainly no-
body has gone to the junk heap of his
old “principiea™ and “stolen™ them.

A DIP INTO EXACT SCIENCE

It appears from the news reports
that a jarge number of pastors and
other méen of veneruble significance In
the world have lately discovered that
the true happiness of thelr souls de-
pends upon forsaking thelr wives and
fleeing with other women, The latest
divine to make this disturbing discov-
ery was the Rev. Willam C. Cum-
mings, an Iowa man and a luminary
of the Episcopalian denomination. We
jearn with sympathoetic shudders thnt
he stooped to toll at the washtub
rather than forego the spiritual conso-
lations of her companionahip. It Is
a more sovers muscular straln upon n
man to wash clothes than to preach
sermons, especially Episcopalian ser-
mons, and the devotion of Mr. Cum-
mings to his affinity in all the more
sdmired on that account. An affec-
tion that is not appailed by soapsuds
and solled duds of miscellancous own-
crshiip muost be true Ilndeeod.

The number of pastors and othare
whe forsake thelr familles and sesk
consolation In the arms of their afMni-
ties seems (0 Increase so rapldly as

the Summer wanes that one Involun-
tarily wonders If the season of the
year has not somathing to do with It
I¢ there an subtle pesychological reéla-
tlon betwegn roasting ears and marital
infidelity? Green corn is Just now In
fta prime In Iowa, where Mr. Cum-
mings resided during his pastorate.
Perhapa this succulent dish containe
some noxious essence which perverts
loyalty and inclines the heart to des-
pérate wickedness, This supposition
becomes extremely probable when one
bites into an ear of corn at a restau-
rant. What s the esoteric chord that
binds ripe squashes to errant passion?
Would anybody lmaginas that the sa-
vory pumpkin yellowing on the Au-
tumnal hillside had hidden within its
golden rind the quintessence of dis-
cord and the distillate of broken
vows?

All this is hard to belleve, and yot
it seems to be true. If marital Infi-
delity Inereases as pumpkins ripen;, we
naturally conclude that one of the two
proceases causes the other. Since for-
gaking one's wife does not cause
pumpkins to ripen, we are driven to
conclude that ripening pumpkins
cause men to forsake thelr wives
Wonderful Is logle.

THE BIRTH BRATE.

The excess of female over mala
births tn Portland for the last elght
months Is probably but a passing phe-
nomenon. It fs somewhsat curious that
the birth rate of males should have
fallen off at the same time that thelr
death rate had advanced, but this, af-
ter all, may be only a colncidence.
Much stranger oneés have happened.
Next year the proportion may be re-
versed. More males will be born and
more females dle, perhaps. These
things depend upon laws which no
mind has ever yet fathomed. BSavants
have spent years investigating the
causes which determine the sex of llv-
ing beings, but thus far they have
learned little, 014 women have rules
which they say are infallible, buat there
is nothing In them. The persisience
of these rules and others of the same
sort In the face of common sense |s
the most interesting thing about them.
The human mind seems to cling des-
perately to false knowledge of all va-
rieties For example, the quacks who
sell infallible secret remadles far or-
chard pests stil]l do o thriving business
out In the back country. One can buay
a syrup to Inject into an apple tree
which will render it forever Immune
to aphis and codlin moths. Many
farmers plant thelr crops by the asigns
of the moon Instead of the earthly
Beasons.,

In the long run the femalea of the
buman family outnumber the males In
most communities. This is true of
Massachusstts today and will be true
of every state in the Unlon bafore
many years have passad, but It Is not
a fact which need cause men to fear
the loss of thelr power. Massachu-
setts 1= not In perceptible danger af
domination by lts women. The eox-
cess of females over men In old com-
munities forms an unanswerable argu-
ment against those doctrinalres who
contend that no woman should main-
tain herself, but that each should de-
pend upon & husband. To bring this
about some men would have to sup-
port two wives. Hence those who op-
pome women in Industry are uncon-
sclous advocatas of polygamy.

While nothing definite Is known
about the causes which determine the
pex of animals, still there are some
curictus facts on record. After a long
war, for example, more boys than
girls will be born; while In time of
continued peace the rule will be re-
versed. This looks as If Nature strove
to malintaln some =ort of equality In
the nmumbers of male and female; but
whan wa begin to talk about what Na-
ture strives to do we are on dangerous
ground,

“ALASKA WHEAT" CANARD,

The confidence of farmers In the
Idaho experiment station suffered B
severe shock when It was discovercd
that the miuch-discussed “Alaska™
wheat is not of the high quallty in-
dicated by the repart of 1. 8. Jones,
chemist at tha Idaho station, who
tested a sample. The disclosure that
the experiment station authorities had
been elther careless or mercanary did
not Injure the reputation of the sta-
tlon more, however, than has the ef-
fort of the station to escape respon-
glbllity for its part in misleading farm-
ers who might be Induced to pay fancy
pricea for seed of the new wvariety,
Instead of admitting that they had
been duped or had been careless. the
Idaho experiment station officials en-
deavor to create the impression that
the report of the chemist did nn: read
ns it was reported in the préss, but
the explanations are plainly Insuf-
clent for the purpase.

Two bulletins have just bean jsausd
by the =tatlon, one by Director H. T.
French, and ths other by Chemist L.
8. Jones. In his bulletin Mr. ¥French
says the chemist stated that, “judging
from ‘he chomical and physical condi-
tion of thizs =ample, it would rank
with the best grade of bluestem for
flour-making purposes,” and thon Mr,
French proceeds to say that “this
statement might be misleading unless
taken in connection with explanations
of the analysls made to Mr. Adams at
that time, which were to the effect
that the milling qualities of any wheat
could be definitely settled only from
results of a milling test.” But the let-
ter from Mr. Jones to Mr. Adams, as
printed in theo press dlspatches, fdoes
not make this limitation clear. Mr.
Jones sald that he should like to make
s milling test, but the letter does not
gay that the milling qualities could be
determined only In that way. The
letter to Mr. Adams says that tha
gample of “Alaska™ wheat Is the equal
if not the superior of our bluestem for
fiour-making purposes. A mere ex-
pression of a wish to make a mill test
would not be understood as question-
ing the quality of the graln for manu-
facturing purposes. after the strong
commendation already expressed. If
Mr, Jones wished to convey the idea
that a milling test was the only one
that would definitaly show the quality,
he should have sald so plainly in his
letter. Mr. French also says in his
bulletin that the ¥lelds were made up
from small areas, which fact was
given by Mr. Adams, the producer,
but not contalned In the letter of the
chemist who made the test and re-
ported.

The bualletin which has been lssued
by Mr. Jones discloses several dis-
erepancies. The bulletin zavs that the
chemical analysis was made In the
Summer of 1207, while his lettar to
Mr, Adams, a# published In the press
ts dated May 4. 1008) This discrep-

but if not It would be worth while to
know why an anslysis made In 1007
was not reported upon until 1908, Mr.
Jones says that “the owner was ad-
vised not to rely exclusively upon
such (chemical) tests, but to bring In
a quantity sufficlent for milliing and
then perfectly rellable Information
could be glven him." But, like Di-
recior French, the chemist puts the
matter much stronger than he did In
the letter signed by him and used by
Mr, Adams to advertise his wheat.
These differences between Mr. Jones®
original repori and his prasent bulle-
tin are not merely trivial matters.
Both the newspapers and the agri-
cultural publications took Mr. Jones'
report as practically conclusive as to
the quality of the wheat for flour-
making purpases, a5 hé then expressed
it. 1If there 1= any difference between
flour-making purposes and milling
purposes, the ordinary citizen Is not
aware of the distifiction.

One of the purposes of the chemli-
cal department of an experiment sta-
tion Is to guard farmers against fraud
and misrapresentation with regard to
repds, fertilizers, spray mixtures, eto
If this duty ls to be performed effec-
tively, care must be taken not only (n
making tests, but In making reports
thereon. The most careful and accu-
rate chemleal test might eastly be mie-
leading If the report of it should be
#0 loossaly written as to permit two
widely varying Interpretations. A re-
port of this character having been
sent out by the Idaho statlon and
having been made the means of mls-
leading newspapers and farm papers
as well as wheatgrowers, the station
authorities should be manly enough to
ncknowledge their error instead of
trying to make poor explanations. [If
improper use has been made of the
report Issued by the Idaho chemlst,
those persons who have 50 used 1t
should be exposed and prosecuted 1If

poasible.
-—_—- )

THE TILLAMOOK RAILROAD.

Definlte announcement is made of
the immediate resumption of work on
the rallroad to Tillamook. This an-
nouncement, following =o closely the
visit of Mr. Kruttschnitt to the long-
neglected territory, will be recelved
with less skepticism than some aof ita
many predecessors. The I!mportance
of this road to the country which It
will open up, and to Portiland, can
hardly be appreciated by those who
have not vet visited the great coast
reglon of undeveloped wealth. From
a traffic standpoint, aside from the
Immense amount of available timber,
the trade of the Tillamook region Is
perhaps at this time less attractive for
the ralircads than that of other local-
Ities where the output is in bulkler
form. The grains and gras=es which
grow In such rank profusion In the
rich bottom iands of the coast reglons
are all for home consumption, and
reach the outsidde markets in the
form of cheese nnd butter.

This s & condensation of raw mi-
terial that is highly profitable to thae
farmer who pays the freight, but s
less atiractive to the rallronds, which
prefer the revenue produced by bulk-
ler frelght, These conditions, how-
ever, are susceptible to some change
which will be brought about by the
advent of the rallroad. The marvel-
ous soll of the entire Tillamocok and
Nehalem region produces wonderful
erops of all kinds of vegetables and
garden truck, and In most places is
well adapted to [frultgrowing., The
rallroad affording an outiet to market
for these diversified products, will ime«
medlately [ncrease thelr production,
and it will be but & short time after
the completion of the line before the
coast country can demonstrate that its
resources are not limited to butter and
chesse,

Well-informed residents of Tilla-
mook and Nehalem have for years
been paying from $100 to §150 per
wcre for rough land which ecosts an
additional $100 per acre to clear,
These scem Hke fancy prices in a4 re-
glon so nearly Inncceasible as the
const country, but the returns from
this land and the universal prosperity
in splte of the handicap of miserable
transportation facilities prove conclu-
glvely that the land iIs worth “the
money. Without desiring in any way
to contribute to an undue Inflation of
values, it car safely be predictad that
the completion of the Tillamook line
will double the value of nearly all the
jands made nccessible by the road. But
the traffic that has drawn the atten-
tion of rallroad-builders to the coast
country Iz the magnificent stand of
timber throughout the entire region
traversed.

It may be four or five, and perhapa
ten, vears befora this timber can be
markoted to advantage In ¢competition
with that which Hes nearer the con-
suming markets, but is s overwhslm-
Ingly tho largest asset of any trans-
portation line which croases the Coast
Range, and Its presence alone makes
possible the construction of a rallroad.
The building of this line adds to the
trade territory of Portland one of the
richest reglons In the State of Oregon,
and on sccount of its geographleal lo-
cation it Is tributary to no other port
than Portland. All concerned will
sincerely hope that there will be no
further delays in carrylng out the
plans for its construction.

e ———————————

SOUND PINANCIAL CONIDITIONS.

The steadily maintained strength of
the stoock market, in the face of an
approaching Natlonal election, and of
drastic reductions by railroads In op-
erating and other expenses, s a sur-
prising testimonial to the underiying
strength of our financial and commer-
clal situation. It shows conclusively
tha¢ the country s not lacking In
money for the financing of sound busi-
ness ventures, and the protsction of
good, legitimate properties represent-
ed on the security lists of the stock
exchange. It is still early to deter-
mire the extent of the benefits, which,
together with the lrrecovershle losses,
are traceabls to the panic of last Fall,
buc It is a certalnty that the account
was by no means one-sided.

When the vast Gould sy=tem recent-
Iy became Involved in trouble, the in-
abllity of George Gould to secure the
comparatively insignificant sum of
$5,000,000 with which to save the sys-
tem from (ts opponents was at first
regarded as an ominous sign, portend-
Ing a growing ecarcity of money. De-
talls of the transaction, however, re-
vealed that the fallure of Mr. Gould
to secure the money needed was less
due to a scarclty of money than to a
scarcity of confidence in his ability
successfully to manages the blg prop-
erty through the era of retrenchmant
that Is now on. The glaring fact that
Mr. Gould, during ten years of the

mymd:m-mbob'mmhlm

‘mt prosperily ever experienced

by the American rallroads, had falled
to keep hls propertles free from em-
barrassment was ample evidence that
a change In management was a neces-
sity before it was safe to invest any
more money in the Gould properties.

The Gould system under Gould
management was a bad Investment,
but the same system under the guld-
ance or direction of Harriman was a
safe proposition in which go Invest the
money needed for its rehabilitation.
Thils same close scrutiny of all classes
of securities and apparent diserimina-
tlon against some that were really
first class has resulted in bringing
many shaky enterprises under man-
agement that tan strengthen sand im-
prove them. The finanecial storm of
last vear carried down some fine tim-
ber, but It Improved that which re-
malned standing, and lessened the la-
bility of an immediate recurrence of
the trouble.

The present strength of the stock
market is due to the general bellef of
Investors In the Intrinsic value of the
securities offered. With the water
squeezed out and the administration
of the properties represanted in the
hands of men who can get the beat re-
sults from them, theére is no apparent
reason for any weakness In the stock
market—not even the possibllity of
such a surprise as would be occasionesd
.b}' the election of Mr. Brran.

It is rumored that Wu Ting Fang
will be recalled to China on the charge
of having fallen a victim to the par-
rot's habit of talking too much. 1If
thers is anything In the story, {t would
seem that quantity instead of quality
of talk was what Impreased the Chi-
nese nation, for Mr. Wu has for years
held the American record for erupting
a greater number of words with a
smaller amount of information than
any other public character In the
United Statesa. If the Chinese govern-
ment has dlscoversd that Wua ever
told the newspapers anything of con-
eequence, they have certainly beat the
reporters to It. As a distributer of
state secrets, Wu makes an Egyptian
mummy seem loud and nolsy.

At the same time that the American
people are studylng the problem of
congerving the natural rescurces of
the country, It might be well to ex-
pend mome energy trylng to deviss
ways and means by which other prop-
erty Interests might be saved from de~
structlon. To let a forest be destroyed
by fire s wasteful but not more s0
than to let those same forests burn
after they have been sawed Into lum-
ber and bullt into houses. Men of
science should be able to dlscover a
practical fireproofing process or invent
successful fire-axtinguishiong appii-
ances within the means of ordinary
properiy-ownars,

The saloons at Atlantie City wera

closed last Sunday and the liguor
dealers assert that their losses as a
comnsequence amounted to $150,000.

Assuming that thelr business Is one-
third profit,"this would mean a loss of
sales to the amount of $450,000. But
if they lost sales to this amount, surely
the same amount must have been
saved by the persons who would have
pald it into the saloons if thay had not
been closed. Are not the liguor deal-
ere proving too much when they tell
of the immense losses thay sustaln by
the closing of thelr places one day In
the week?

In Vermont therse has beon a dull
campalgn and the vote I8 reduced.
Both partles show losses {n the totals
and the Republican plarality 18 re-
duced, but not greatly. It {s about
28,000. In 1504 Roosevelt had a plu-
rality of 20,680 in 1000 McKinley had
a plurality of 29.719. Four years ago
the Republican plurality on Governor
was 31.649; two years ago, 15,618, The
vote of yesterday In Vermont has no
special significance. The Eastern
Btates will all vote for Taft. The real
contest of this year Hes {n the belt of
states from Ohlo to Nebraska.

Pending the completion of the
North Bank road Into the city, the
Hill line is handling only n !imited
amount of grain, but the shipping sta-
tistics show quite clearly that ita in-
fluence on the graln trade of the Pa-
cific Northwest |8 already belng axten-
glvely felt. The amount of chartered
grain tonnagé now in port at Portland
Is nearly twice as great as the ton-
nage at the Puget Sound ports, and
the amount listed to arrive Is more
than doublie that which is listed for
the Puget Sound ports.

Mr. Taft =sald this, at Hot Springs,
on the project of governmental insur-
ance of bank deposiis; and na often as
Bryan speaks for that fallaclous pol-
fey Taft's words will bear repstition,
viz:

The fundamantial objection to the pro-

ed plan 1o guarantes depoaits in banks

that it puts a premium on reckless bank-
ing and i3 even an Inducement to reckloess
banking.

All that ls necessary to eay on the
subject ¢ suld here In fewest words,

Prohibition Candidate Chafin sayve
that If he ahall be elected Prastdent he
will proceed at onoe to clean out the
gumbling dens and disreputable
houses patronized aslmost exclusively
by members of Congreas. Neilther the
groprietors of the resorts nor the
memberas of Congress are losing any
sleep over impending danger.

Though the Swiss recelve an im-
mense revenue from the manufacture
of absinthe, which they sell to the
Freach, the people have recently
votaed to stop the manufacture of the
liguor in that country, As In the case
of & hopgrowing state voting “dry”
the matier of revenue does not seem
to be a controlling consideration,

Speaker Joseph G, Cannon is the
latest member of Congress to Joln tha
list of Colller's "undesirables.' Belng
a tall man, perhaps Uncle Jos will
think it unnecessary for him to hunt
the tall timber.

If anybody wishes to Interview Har-
riman, now's the chance, before the
magnate returns to Wall street behind
three or four chilly doors.

Since mysterious murders are be-
coming so common [t behooves every
man to be prepared st all times to
prove an alibl

Debs s#ye workingmen are fools.
His small following shows him mis-
taken about the vast majority of them.

The fellows who didn't take vaca-
Lmm-l now have thelr money ahead,

[ CHAMBERLAIN, *NON-PARTISAN.™

But Look for Peeullnr Brand of Oregom
Politles, Labelled “Demoeracy.”

KLAMATH FALLS, Or., Aug. 31—(To

the BEditor.)—People have learned what

Governor Chamberlain means  when he
asserts to bs non-partisan In politics.
Hi» non-partizsanship = slmply this:
“Republiéans, cut out politics and pollt-
fenl parties when you vote for me; when
1 apppolnt any one to office, non-partl-
sanship always means a Democmat™ I
would be more than delighted If some
one wall infermed would show when and
where Mr. Chamberlain has appointed to
office any Hepublican in this state, where
ths office was of any consequence.

Thia judlelal district Is overwhelm-
ingly Republican. It has always selected
a Republlcan for Judse. We have far
more Republican Jawyers in Klamath
and Lake Countles than Democratic law-
yers. Our HRepublican lawyers here
stand high !n thelr profession and have
been In thesa countles long enough to Do
“scclimated.” Thexs Republicans are
just as ecapable of holding the office of
Clrcuit Judge as are any Democdrats here,
and are more entitled to hold the offica
than any Democrata, becnuxs ths people
here have sald time and agaln they pre-
ferrred  Republlcana, Long resldence
would seam. too, to gl\re them n predMr-
ence for this position.

But Governor Chamberlaln has gtven
out the Information and has chown hils
“great non-partisanship'” by saying that
he wiil appoint o the office of District
Judge In Klamath and Lake Countres
one George Noland, m Democrat and a
freah arrival from Astorin. It appears
to us that the princtpal reason for this
appointment is the fact that Mr, Noland
It # Democrat. It i= the sams old styls
of non-partisanship on the part of the
Governor az it was when ha appointed
John Gearin a United States Senator, a
man who wrote The Oregonian, saying
that that paper “Might call him any-
thing, but for God’s sake do not call me
A non-partisan.” What a splendid ex-
ampls the Governor Is sotting os o8 a
non-partisan in politics.

HIRAM F. MURDOUCH.

IN DANGER OF A “sLUMpP."

How the Weat Was Disgnosed by a
Traveling Correspondent.
Correspondence New York 3un,
The riot of radicalism, the prejudice of
rectionallam—these are constant factors In
the Wastern situation full of possibility
for sudden change and stampede. A re-
actlonary “break™ by Mr. Taft a “‘stand-
pat” tone in the Republican National
campalgn, a glorifieation of the East—
and inatantly the grumbling and the mur-
muring and the growling of the radical
in Wisconaln, Iowa, Nebraska and Kan-
sas might bLe transformed into a perfect

avalanche of active hostility,

At the pressnt moment thera s no one
In the Middle Weat whose polnt of view
is even approximately impartia]l who sees
anything to forecast a Bryan shift 1o the
radical elituation. But every ohe concedes
Its possibility, concedes that this will re-
main Joose dynamite, to be handled with
extrémes cars, to be an element of danger
1o the end,

In precisely the same way the heat and
passion of llquor campalgns in Ohln and
Indlana arc ¢lements of danger: less
noute, but nevertheless obvious . danger,
may develop into tidal wnves In one &i-
rection or tho other and each slda confi-
dently forecastas the tldal wawve's direc-
tion as favorable to lt. Hers, as in the
AMiddle Weat, the Auguat outlook Is rea-
sonably =atisfactory to the Reopubliean
National fortunea, but the Republican
anxioty is none the less real, not over
what 15 In July and August, but over
what may be Ip Beptember and October.

In both regions there is a distinct ele-
ment of hopa for the Democrais, and this
is. an Invaluable asmset after all the for-
lornt and hopeless yeoars have gone,

The possibllity, the very impressive pos-
sibility, of g Demoeratic Congress as a
result of ‘all the local disturbances al-
roady noted deserves emphasls. There Is
hardly a state that the Sun's correspond-
ent has visited which did not show evi-
faencé¢ of Democratie Congress gains; the
factional fght among Republicans seems
to assure this. Thers Is o manifest pos-
sibllity of the election of Democratie
Governors In Indlana, Ohlo and Hansas,
There is also to be noted the nol too
remote possibility of Demooratic Seéna-
tors In Ohlp and Indiana,

Thesa detalls of themselves are slgnifi-
cant; show that the situation Is sufficient-
Iy tense to demand fnfluite care and sis-
talned effort. That west of the Alle-
ghanies there lg to bo & real National
campalgn Is an Inevitable comclusion to
bs deawn from the hriefest study of io-
ca] conditions, Yet it is to be a National
campalgn in the maln fought out locally,
contested on issuvea that must of necessity
be regarded as trivial and petly.,

In the West ths Republican Natlonal
ticket seems to lack utterly the appeal
of personality so far as Its candldates
are concerned, and in ths Central Btates
the Demooratle ticket Is so much dead
welght to ba carried, if at all. by the lo-

cal candidates from the lack of neces-
iy,
In the end It seoms oerialn that no

forecast of results will entirely convinoe
untll there s sufficlent evidence to dem-
onstrats the partisan direction thar the
rlot of llquid and economic morais and
fmmorals will take, In August the plain
advantage I with the Republicans every-
whers, save perhaps in Indlana, and even
thers Bryan's weakness (s nl]l fmpresaive.
‘To go further than thla on the present
evidence ls perhaps uvowarranted and In
any event hardly profitable,

Meets Wild Heast Ouvt Walking.
HOOD RIVER, Or., Aug. §1.—(To ths
Editor.}—While on a slght-seeing stroll
yesterday I think I saw the wiid animal
that was reported In last Friday's Ore-
gonlan to be terrifying the farmers of
Prinevllle. While 1 was sitting on the
top of a fence the animal I refer to cama
within 56 feet of me. It was of a tawny
or graylsh reddish-brown color and look-
ed llke a crosa between an African
Hon and a mastiff, but larger than any
mastif 1 hava seen. The creaturs had
a bushy tip to ita tall and s mane like a
llon, but not quite e&n heavy. I dld not
see any blood about his mouth and when
[ jumped down he ran over the trestls
in the dlréctlon of Portland In pursuit of
two men. As 1 did not hear any terri-
fying yell 1 do not think the animal aid
any damage. Have discovered some
wonderful petrificatlons here—human and

animal skulls, frults, nuts, testh, ete

CHARLEES A. B. HALL.

First, and Food Afterward.

Chicago Tribune,

The Japaness manage Lheir dinners
fn much better fashlon than do the
Occhdentals. They have the speoches
first and the food afterwerd.

Specches

Occasion for Regret.

Lawyer—Was your frirod an scoes-
mory bafore the fact?

Witnegs—Sure. sor, but most sorry he
wor after the fact, sor.—Baltimore

American.
-

The Land of Approximate Time.

Helen Hyde. “Jingles from Japan''
Herw's to the Land of Approximate Timae,
Wherd nerves are a factor unknown,
Where acting as balm are munnera calm,
And sesds of swest patisnce are sown.

Where ‘tis very {li-bred to go wtralght to
the polint,
Where one bargains at jelsure all day—
Whars with method unigus “at ance'" means
A week,
in the cool, easy Japaness way

Whers avery cleck runs as it happens - to
lease

And they nevar agres on thelr strikos;
Whera even the sun often joins In the funm,
And rises whenever he lfkes,

Then here’'s to the Land of Approximate
Time,
‘rr Land of Lelsurely Bow;
Whers the overcharged West may learn how
to Tert

m&w Nowm,

A ©CALL FOR FLAT SALARIES

Says State Officers Shomld Decline to
Hecelve Illegal Compensation.

ASTORIA, Or., Aug. 2L—(Ta the
Bditor.)—No long ago thare was con-
siderable discussion in the newspapers
regarding ths salaries of state officers,
Months ago, sult wag instituted by the
state on the relation of a citizen of

Polk County agsainst an ex-state of-
flelal to recover from him a Iarge
amount of money that ha had received
am fees In excess of his compensation
as fixed by the Constitution, and 1 be-
Heve that this case was declded by the
Marion County Circult Court against
the ex-official. Another oltizen of the
state published a statement that he In-
tonded to begin an action agalnst the
present Governor to ryecover all
monsays that that offfclal had recelved
from the state In excess of his con-
atitutional salnry.

The public mind seams to be dissat-
isfled with the present condition of the
law and practice in regara to the
salarles of state officials, Like the
tariff. this Ia not a new guestion. It
has been before tha publle at Intervals
for the past thirty years, but our Su-
preme Court has never, T believe, becn
calied on to render an opinion on this
vexed question.

Article XITI of our State Consiitu-
tlon {2 in the following words: "The
Governor shall recelve an annual eal-
ary of 31500, The Becretary of Btate
shall recelve an annual salary of $1500.
The Treasurer of the staté shall re-
calve an annual saisry of $800. The
Judges of the Bupréme Court shall re-
celve an annnal saiary of $2000. They
shnll recelve no fees or perquisites
whatever for the performance of any
duties connected withh their respoctive
ofticea; and the compensation of of-
ficers, If not fixed by this Constitution,
ghall he provided by law.”

1 belleve that thera Iz no other
clause of the Constitution that makes
any provislon for the compensation of
any ofticers named In sald article. The
Coastitutlon provides for the election
of a state printer, but It does not fx
his compensation. It also provides for
eleoting County Sherifrs, Clerks,
Treasurers, Assessors, Prosecutlng At-
tormeyas and other officers, but it does
not attempt to “fix” the compensation
of any of thess officers., In fact, the
Constitution does not attempt to fx
or stmte the amount of salary or coimn-
pensation of any officer axcepting
those named in Article XIII and mem-
bers of the Legislature. And I call
special attention to that fact, as it Is
very Important In determining whether
it i3 competent for the Legislature or
the people, without an mmendment to
the Constitution, to provide for the
payment to elther of the officers
named In sald artlele of & sum In ex-
cess of the amount stated thereln, It
will be noticed In llminoe that thia ar-
ticle confers on the Lagisiature the
power to provide by law for tha com-
pengation of officers whose compensa-
tion I1s not “fizxed™ by the Constitution,
and It will hardly bhe contended by any
one, that, if the compensation of any
officer Is “fixed” by tho Constitution, it
can be either Increased or diminished
by an act of the Leglislature, or by a
iInw engscted hy the people. The maxim,
expresslo unius est excluslo alterius,
applies here. Ths Legisiature can pro-
vide by law for the ecompensation of
officers only in those cases where the
Constitution has falled to "fx™ such
compensation.

The Constitution provides that mame-
bers of the Legisiature shall receive
$3 per day and mileage. 'The only of-
ficers whose compensation can he sald
to be "Tfred” by the Constltutlon, then,
are the Governor, the Secretary, Stite
Treasurer, Judges of the Supreme
Court and members of the Legisianturas,
because the Constitution does not say
how much uny other officer shall re-
celve, It 1s pleinly Implied hy the
langunge of the Inst sentence of Artl-
cle XIII, supra, that the salarles of
soma officers are “fixed” by the Con-
stitution, and, the question arises, what
offfcers’ salari¢s or compensations are
0 “fixed”?

Inasmuch as Article XIIT provides
how much the Govarnor, the Secretiary,
the Btate Treasurer and the Judges of
the SBuprems Court shall receilva, and
another part of the Constitution pro-
vides how much members of the leg-
Islatyre shall have, and thers s no
provision as to what any other officer
ehall recsive—it seems to be Inevitable
that the salarles and compensations of
those officera are "fixed” by the Con-
stitution within the meaning of Artl-
cle XIII, and cannot bhe elther In-
creassed nor diminished without an
amendment to the Constitution. Tha
word “fixed” as ueed In Article XIIT,
means “determined, settled.”™ It wnas
evidently the Intention of the framers
of the Conatitution and of those who
adopted it, that he sularies provided
by Arlele XIIT were ao 'fixed” by that
Instrument, that they could not be
elther increszed nor diminished, with-
out an amendment of the Constltution.
In order that there should be no res-
son for doubting that this was thelir

intention, they added, after stating
what aach officar sghoula rechiva:
*They ehnll peceive no feas or pere

quinites whatever for the performance
of any duties conpnected with their re-

rpective offices”™ The ealause just
quoted applies to enach nf the officers
named in sajd Articls XIIL

I am not unaware that certain law-
¥ers have oxpressed tha oplnlon that

the salarins fixed by Articie XIIT could
be constitutionally increaszed, but it
seems to me that all such opinlons

are unsound. It took a !ong time to
prevall on the Legislature to lncrease
the salariea of the Supreme Judges,
&nd then it was dons by an attempted
avasion An attempt to Tnereass the
palaries of those offlcers was made
when the late Hon. John W. Whaldo
wiis Chief Justice, and members of the
Legisiature called on him and asked
him whether they had the Constitu-
tional power to do so, end he told them,
with emphasls, that they could not
constitutionally do so. That kilied thae
attempt untll Btrahan and Thayer
were on the bench,

The varlous acts attempting to in-
crease  the salarles of the officors
named In sald Artlele XIT, in my judg-
ment, are ¢learly unconstitutional and
vold. Our state officials should dJde-
cline to aczoept any monoy In excess
of the amount authorized hy the Con-
stitution, and, If they would 4o that,
an attempt to increase thelr salaries
by amendment to the Constitution to a
reasonahle amount would be approved
by a vote of the people. But as long

BA Llhey accept mors than twice the
amount fixed hy the Constitution, It
will ha difflcult tp obtainh un amend-

ment of the Constituuen on that sub-
ject.

An amendment for the benefit of tha
Supreme Court was badly defeated las:
June. The peéople have a righ to re-
fuse to amend the Constitution for
the benefit of officlals when It meems
certalp that the officlals concerned
have Tatled to obey ths provisions of
the Constitutlon now in force. The
salaries of thi state officars should
be more than the amounts fixed by the
Constitution, but the increase should
be made by amending that lnstrument,
and not by violsting its provisions.

Hut 1he Legislature husz bsen pre-
vailed on to pass aclts increasing the
salaries of the officers in violation, as
I contend, of the Constitution. State
officinls should abey what seems to be
the claar meaning of the Constitution

and refnse to recelve more than the
constitutional galaries until the
amounts are Inoreased by oonstitu-

tional amendment to a reasonable sum.
But as long as the Conatitution !s wio-
Iatad by thosge whose duty It Is to sup-
port and defend ft. the poope will be
a lttle slow lo amending It

W, MR
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EXPERTS DENY WHEAT FABLE

ldaho Experiment Men Say They Are
Not Responsible for It

S0 many Inguirles about the “Alaska
wheat" fahle have come to the Idaho
Experlment Station since the Station
Chemist, J. & Jones. anncounced re-
cently: “Judging from the chemical
and phyaical condition of the sampile
(Alaska wheat), it would rank with
the best grade of bluestam for flour-
making purposes,” that the station
director, H. T. French, and the stutlon
chemist, Mr. Jones, each hae issusd a
printed letter dJdeclaring that tha al-
leged merit of the wheat has not yet
beenn proved. The letters, ocach dated
Moscow, Idaho, one Aug, 13, the other
Aug. 15, are s follows:

The Experiment Station s heing over-
whelmed with communications regarding the
so-calied “Alnska whent,”' claimed to have
been originated by Mr, Adams, of Jullaetia,
and advertived under the firm name of Adams-
Hobe Sesd Graln Company, Jullseita, Idaho

The statement has besn published that the
Idahe Experiment Station is in some way
connected with the development of thin wheat,
as shown by the following clipping. which has
been extansively copled:

The United Etates pald elglity milliota of
money for Alaskd, and yet the great gold
payment Alaskn has returned zinks Into Insix-
nifloances when compared with Farmer Adams’
Alnsiin wheat, which In the secret and far
awny felds of Tduho he has gradoally brought
to perfection until he hae glven to the world
n wheat that will grow under Average oob-
ditions 200 bushels 10 the acre

*This {3 a large asscrzion and hardly be-
levabls were it Dot for the fapt that It Is
backed up by surveys of land and output of
threahers, aznd the viald and quality hasked
up by the Idaho Expertmetital Station at Mos-
eow, Idaho, and belng followed up by othar
stations, ill esger tn make a test to ses U
they can beat the yield of the originator,'’

1 wish (o satate that this is nol true
except 1o the extent that the station
chemist, J. S Joves, analysed u sample of

wheat brousghit 1o this elation Uy Mr. Adams
in 1007, and sid to be of this warlety, and
which proved to ha a vory sood wheat lnﬁlnr
as Indicated by = chemical analysis, The
chemint stated that, “juldging from the chem-
feal und physieal condition of this sample, it
would rank with the best grade of biue-
ptens for flour-making purposes.’’ This sale-
ment might e mialoading unless taken in con-
poctlon with explanations of the amalyuls mads
My, Adams at that time, which were 10 the
gffect that the milling gualitiss of any wheat
could ba definitely settiod only [rom resulls
of & milling tost The yiohis as atated by
Mr. Adame are made up from small areas
which must be consldered In oomputing re-
sulls

Wa would respectfully refer all comnunice-
tions to the company handling this wheat, for
any allempt on our part to answer ihs Indl-
vidual eommunicationn would require ad-
ditional foree, which we are not o a posltios
w furnish.

(Slgned) H. T. FRENCH, Director.

Replying to your Ieiter of jaqulry oonoNTL-
varisty of wheat ralsed by Mr. A
o Julineita, Idahs, reparis current
r newspapera regarding esormous yields '
Wi » bo poasible from “‘Alaska wheat'' are
wbaurd. It Is true, 1 belleve, that this whast |
in capable of yielding much higher tham other
well-known wvarieties of wheat, If given =a|
proper chance. Hut apparently figures upol
which these reporis are bumd ware given
by Mr. Adams from resulls obhiained on very
small areas. The Kxper! nt Station Aoes not
vouch for thelr correctnoss, and hasr Bot had
snything to do with ihe produstion of this

whent. Its quality ts muoh g doubl, although
durlng the Bummer of 1607 a ehemical an-
alywls of what was said to be ths samo va-
riety of wheat was male In the chemleal
labormatory of the Experiment Station, and
from figures so. oblained, as well as from
the physical charactoriptics of the samples.
the wheat was pronounced good. the compo-
sitlon af the sample analye=] being quite sim-
tlar to that of cur best milling wheats The
ownér was advieed, however, not (o maly ax-

clusively upon such tosts, but 1o bring in &

quantity sufficlent for milling. and then per-
feclly -reliable Information could be given
him Thin milling teat. thus far, he has

fore, the qumiity
I e ponmldered
al analysis Is
mking tests.
Btation Cheamist.

fafled to have made. nnd there
of the wheat In g
am doubtf
supplame £

{Bigned) J. B

JONES,

MR. BRYAN ON THE TARIFF.

Reformers Find It Difflcult to Have
Much Confidence In Him.
New York Evening Post.

Tha Democratic party Is, we grant, tha
party that has traditionally stood for
tariff reform; Mr. Clevejand made hils
second successful campalgn  with the
tariff as practically the sole issus. But
pressing a2 tarlff reform has been, ac-
conling te Mr. Brvan'z own confesslon.
hae and his party have been indifferent
to it in the last three . eloctions The
tariff should have bpen revised In 1896, In
1900, or In 1904 Elght years ago, Aas
well as four years ago, the Inlguities
weore quite a= monstrous as Mr. Hryan
now mecE them to be. But ths Demo-
crats. first under the leadershlp of Mr.
Bryan and then under the leadership of
Judge Parker, were extremely slack In
this matter. They woare interested In

other things, and ns tarllf reforms they

A ware almost as lukewarm as the Repub-

liocans Indeed, the tarilf reformers wera
bitterly disappointed with tha conduct
of Mr. Bryan and Judge Parker. and felt
that tarilf reform has heen betrayed In
the houss of its friends. It is for this
reason that Mr. Bryan's fine profesaions
ag A tariff reformer lemve us cald, and
that his charges of Insincerity and theah-

alstency urged agminst the Republicans -
and Mr. Taft fall 1o move us We wil
g0 am far as anyhody In denouncing Re-
publican Indifference, cowardics and cor-
ruption on the tariff. But weé are not
yet ready 1o accept az our saviour Mr

Bryan, who |8 the very !mage of fncon-
klgtency. who has never cared about tartff
reform, and who hias tever wused s
enormous influence with the Demooratio
party to make that a dominant lasue,

Itnlian Art Treasure for §4,
Kansas City Star.

In the pleture erowded Arawing-room
of an old-fashloned houvee at Astoria,
Long Island, N. Y., hangs a portralt
which bears every superficial evidence
of belng very old, and (ta owner he-
lleves It may prove to be one of the
most valuablg palntings In exlstence.
It is & ;[llr'lu‘" of La Fornarina, the
Florentine beauty of the 18th century,
whom Sebastinn del Plombo is known
to have palnted at least twloe, and
Raphael, the contemporary of Plambo,
lg sald to have loved. The owner of
the picture s Louls Schildknecht a
retired Astoria merchant and art col-
lector. He pald §4 for it in & second-
hand art store six yeara ago and has

since been corresponding with the
suthorities of the palace of the Uizl
it Florence snd the old mussum of

Berlin concerning its authentlcity. He
is convinced that It 1s one of the sav-
eral paintings of La Fornarina which
D&l Piombo s known to have made.

The Village Alrsmitb,

Arthur Chapman in the Denvar Republican.
Over the sprending chestnut tres
The village airsmith floats:
He patchen for A princely fee,
Disabled asro-bosts

Long years ago his granddad nafied
The shoed on horses’ fael:

But., whén the saunins faot gamae falled
The son fixed autos tleet

And when tha autn crdps gave way,
And alrahips ruled ths roost,

The grandson, foxy In hia day,
Just gave the shop a boonat

He floated It far a'sr the town
Where granddad went to church,
And naw the Income he droga down
Leaves graoddad's in the lurch.

B0, high above the chestnut ires,
The busy forge now flares;

The gmith—alh., who so gay ax he,
Or who with fower cares?

Thens airship rogs and shafts snd soeh
viost muells, muckle gald,
fad NMuds the fixer's touch

For each
ameless thaw «f old, .

More ah




