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FROBLEMS FOR LAWYERS,

Uniform divorce legialation for all
the states of the Union is one of the
important topics which the American
Bar Association will discuss at the
meeting in Seattle, but it Is not the
moet Important by any means. The
“divorce evil,” as It is called, s but
one phise of a disease which has be-
comeo epidemic In many parts of the
country, and whose Symploms are
various. This disease shows itself now
is resilessness under legal or cus-
tomary obligntions, now as contempt
for the law and disrespect for the
¢ourts, and too often as bold defiance
of regular authority.

A uniform divorce law throughout
the country would relieve many incon-
venlences which innocent persons now
stilfar and would prevent a great deal
of injustice, but it would hardly touch
the root of our National disease of
jawlessness. If the American Bar As-
sociation can discover the cause of this
disorder and remove It. the divorce
evil need give us comparatively little
worry. Of course the United States Is
not ln a condition of anarchy. The
great majority of us obey the laws and
respect the courts. If we have suf-
fered wrong we elther obtain justice
through legal process or go without it
8till there are facts in ominous mul-
titude which seem to show that here
gnd there In this country socisty has
almost disintegrated.

In Kentucky, for example, there are
the tobacco rioters, who burn bulld-
ings, torture thelr enemies and take
life very much ns the wild Indians did

in Daniel Boone's days. Parts of
Kéntucky are still dark and bloody
ground, The anti-negro riots in

Springfield, which the Illinolx miiitia
has just quelled with some difficulty,
show how lghtly the duty to respect
life and propérty sits upon the popu-
latlon of the city where Lincoln prac-
ticed law. If the veneer of civiliza-
tion is S0 thin in the capital of Iili-
nols, how thick ls it In the outiying
sevtions of that and other states? Be-
sidas these egregious Instances where
whole communities rise in defiance of
the law we must remember that
crimes of violence are more nNUmMer-
ous In the United States as n whole
thas in any other clvilized country
except Russln, Some zay this Il be-
cause of our numerous low-class for-
cigners, and perhaps it is; but why do
they commit &0 many more crimes
here than they did at home?

Maore ominous than the actual num-
ber. 0f offenses [ the apparent inca-
pacity of the courts to punish them.
The law Is like Gulliver on the shore
of Liliput. It is bound and swathed
and pinned to the earth by technleali-
ties ms by a miillon strands of fine
thread until it s almost helpless, To
say that the convictlon and punish-
ment of a criminal ls a rare exception
s to relternte a nolorious truth. Cases
of lawbreaking are seldom disposed of
upon their merits, but almost alwavs
upon some trifling point of scholastic
logic when they reach the appellate
ecourts. Future historians in com-
menting upon our time will quote
some of these Supreme Court decisions
as monuments of Incredible (folly.
They will wonder how grave judges
conid deal so childishly with justice.

There can be no doubt that the
demonstrated mmpotency of our legal
machinery accounts for a good deal of
Inwlessness., Virtual Immunity from
punishment tempts men to commit
crime. When Instances like the fa-
mous strap declslon of the Oregop
court, the release of Ruef In Califor-
nia and Judge Grosscup's discharge
of the Standard Oli fine are continu-
ally oecurring, It In useless to hope
that all ordinary people will respect
the law, When the couris grant men
of wealth and influence the privilege
to be & law unto themselves, they
must ecxpect others to assume the
same privilege. The {ncreasing de-
lays and expense of litigation are an-
other Incitement to lawlessness. Men
find It cheaper to seek justice with a
gun than to ltigate. There ls a dis-
tinet tendency in the legal profession
to discourage small sults This, of
coursa, encourages crime. A Federal
judge of great eminence Wwns once
heard to say that “the law was the
worst remedy & poor man could
chopss when he was wronged.” What
s pomment on our administration of
Justice! It ls a trite maxim among
country people that a man “who goes
to law loses «ven If he wins his cause”™
Naturaily men who think thug resort
to primitive means of righting them-
acives.

When the courts sbdicsate, lynch law
is the .oaly alternative. Boclety has
been engaged for centuries in devising
ways to make men submit thelr differ-
ences to the courts. Now the courts
sxy to the poor, “Your petty troubles
are of too little consequence {or us to
pother witl,™ Thus the masses Are
thrast back toward savagery by the
very men who ought to uphoid the
law us the universal umpire for great
and smell alike. The feellng Is stim-
pinted tHat courie are a luxury for
the rich Instead of & necessity for
everybody. To this we must ndd the
unpleasant truth that some tribunals
have fallen Into tha practice of treat-
ing state laws as of slight obligation.
They are sel aside on insufficient pre-
taxts and with slight ceremony, Whan
judges contemn the law, who shall
honor it If it is flouted in ifs own
temple, will it be revered in the mar-
ket-place?

Clenrly, therefore, the great task of
the iegal profession is (0 make jusilce
speedy, certaln and ressonably cheap.
To check the growing bellef that the
coprts are class tribunals and re-es-
tabllsh them as universal arbiters.

jaw will fall befors anarchy in.thae
country. -

. A GRATIFYING REPORT,
Americanz forget big things unjess

the nawspapers jog thelr memory. We

know, of course, that the United States

rate, we started to work on It a few
vears ago. Uniike Mr. Harriman's
rallroad to Coos Bay and Mr. Lytle's
Tillamonk line, we hadn't heard that
aperations were suspended. This co-
lossal enterprize, each day one step
nearer completion, lacks the slement
of news pntil suddenly announcemsnt
will come that the great work Is done,
Preas agencles don't take time simply
to report progress. It will not be long
before the Pennsylvania Company will
be running trains into New York City.
Then a few of us who keep close track
of affairs may be. reminded of the
greatest snd costliest terminal work
ever undertaken by a raillrond.

1t must gratify every American, in-
cluding the most rabld anti-expansion-
{st, to read the report of the special
committes which Inspected the canal,
made public yesterday. Figures on
millions of ouble yards excavated
avery month during the Winter mean
nothing 10 the layman, but every one
undersands that yellow fever has
besn extsrminated, and he rejolces. It
= no small achlevement Lo convert a
pest-breeding and deadly region Into
a healthful habitation.  Celonel Gost-
hals has an army of 26,000 men at
work, satisfied with their wage, their
food and their sleeping accommoda-
tions., Besides that, they are on the
best of terms with their employer.
Note this comment by the commis-
glon: “From the outset we were
strongly impressed with the spirit of
good will and loyalty of the employes.
: . This spirit of loyalty and in-
terest in the work was evinced on
many occasions, and should be count-
ed as an asset of the highest value to
the Govermment In the accomplish-
ment of its colossal work.”

At the outset the supply of human
labor was the most difficult problem
that the Government faced. Happily
this has been solved. The canal s
going to be buflt as fast &as men and
money can do It; then watch the Pa-
cific Coast grow.

CIROUS DAY,
For the elephant now goes round,
And the band begine to play
And the hoys around the monkey cage
Would better keep away.
—Old Eong

When the poet wrote of “Bow dear
to his heart are the scenes of his child-
hood’” he may have been thinking of
an old oaken bucket, but if he had
taken thought No. 2 it is a safe ven-
ture to say Itz abject would have been
the =cenes of circus day, From the
time of Noah, who ran the first me-
nagerie, 1o Van Amburgh, Phineas T.
Barnum and the Ringling boys, clrcus
duy has all others “faded to a frazzle.”
Brizght boys are igood when a Sunday
school picnle is in sight; they are beat-
ter when - Christmas approaches;
nothing but the superiative degree will
describe them when the circus bills
decorate the bosrds. Tt Is an Inherit-
od trait, from the time “dad” got up
at daylight to watch the little old one-
ring show irall Into town over the
pike to the present day, when half a
dozen trainloads are hardly enough to
hold the aggregation of wonders that
threatens to make a man cross-eyed
and wall-eyed In his endeavor to see
the whole performance.

Everybody wants to go and every-
body should go. There is relaxation
of the mind In watching the acts and
thera Is relaxation of the nether ex-
tremities In lemving thp board seats.
The circus la the greéat democratic en-
tertalnment of the age, and Is run spe-
clally for parents and chlldren. The
child who misses It has n bltter mem-
ory all his Hfe, and the father who
does not take his boy Is an old grouch.

TIME TO CALL IN THE ASSESSOR.

Newn dispatches from Pendleton
convey the Information that the peo-
ple of that city are considerably agl-
tated bacause n water and power com-
pany has filed on all the water of
Umatilla River just & few days before
the eclty Intended to locate a diversion
point for municipal purposes. Ao-
cording to the view taken by the Pen-
dleton people, this gives the power
company the upper hand and the city
must get permisasion from the com-
pany to take water from- Umatilla
River,

But if Pendieton really wants water
from Umatiila River, this is no time to
ncqulesce In the claims of any rival
appropriator of water. This 1s the
time to get your fighting clothes on
and go after what you want. Take a
big stick along. The policy of lying
down and asking permission doesn’t
pay. It Iz one thing to file notice of
an approprintion of water, and gquite
another thing to get the water. 1t ia
one of the fundamental rules of law
in the appropriation of water that the
water must be put to a beneficial use
within a reasonable time, and what
is a reasonable time depends upon the
circumstances of each particular case.
1t the power company has actual use
for the water upon which it has flled,
there 15 no need to guestion its right
nor to ask Its permission to lake
water., If there Is more water than
the powsr company needs for its own
use, Pendleton has a right to take it
without asking the power company's
permission, If the power company
has water tc sell, or glve away, that is
pretty gbod evidence that it has more
than it needs, and other appropriators
have a right to It. The law of appro-
printion does not recognize any right
1o seize water for speculative purposes.
Use 1= the messure of the right.

But, assuming that the power com-
pany has use for the water, what
then? There are several things a good
fighter can do, but there Is only one
course for a quitter. The quitier must
pay the price. The fighter can bring
a suit to condemn, and when the
owner of the water right places a val-
yation upon Iit, the Assessor can be
quistly notifled of the astonishingly
large addition to the value of taxanhle
property in the county. A good fighter
will manage to catch them elther
g-coming or &-going, and perhaps
both. If a water right has a high
yvalue when the public wants to buy it,
It ought' to have a high value when
the publie wants to tax it. The peo-
ple of Oregon have been altogether
too slow finding that cut, and some of
the Assessors and Boards of Equaliza-
tion mre 8o stupid they haven't found
it out yet. Perhaps some of them
never will

A few years ago, It will be remem-

t= building a canal at Panamas; ai any

diteh put an enormous valuation upon
the witer, but a few months later,
when the Assessor listed ths ditch at a
fraction of the valuation piaced upon
it by the owner, there was a protest
and a vigorous contest
times the state has been compelled to
buy Iand for its state institutlons, and
almost Invarlably it has pald many
times the amount for which the prop-
erty was assessed. There Is no senss
in such methods of doing business.

If Pendleton wants to buy séme-
body’s water right and wants to know
the value, don’t send the Mayor or a
committes of the City Council around
to Inquire what the property is worth.
Send the Assessor. That |s a plan that
may well be commended to the favor-
able eonsideration not only of Pendle-
ton, but of the hoards of trustees of
the State University, the Agricultural
College and other Institutions that are
in need of additiona! land

RADIATING DABKNESS,

Dr. Btraton’s theme &t the White
Temple Sunday was the Bible,
and (n elasborating It he seems
to have taken great pains to discredit
the results of modern scholarship and
enlightenead research as much as he
possibly ecould. What any Christian
denomination has to gain by obscuring
perfectls well known truth it Is diffi-
cult to concelve. For example, Dr.
Straton undertook to defend the
moral character of the Jehovah of the
Pentatench. Of course that tribal
delty needs no defense, since he was
precisely what he had to be in the
conditions of the peopls who adopted
him. Tt & just as wise to defend the
binomial theorem or the law of grav-
ftation as Jehovah. These things
shouid be explained, not defended.

To defend Jehovah or any other
tribal deity Implies that we ought
still to concelve of the Almighty as
the primitive barbarians dld. We
must renounce all those atiributes of
love, justice and mercy which we have
enshrinad in the modern conoept and
return to the being who hated every-
body but the children of Israel, who
delighted in slaughter and who spared
néither old nor young In the fury of
his vengeance. The deity of the mod-
ern church Is a very different person
from thls. Not even the Jews them-
selves would think of picturing the
ruler of the universe as he appears in
the Pentatsuch, for those progressive
péople are hospitable to scholarship
and thelr religion moves with the ad-
vancing world.

Onea cause of the weakened Influence
of the churches is the reluyctance of
many ministers to accept demonstrated
facts., They cling to errors as If there
were something sacred about them.
Once &4 mistake 15 made in forming a
creed or interpreting the Bcriptures,
thess deluded leaders seize upon It
with avidity and never give it up,
Surely, as Dr. Aked has so well sald,
we must change thiz mental attitude
if we wish the church to retain Its
proper place in the world.

THE FULL DINNEER PAIL AT SALEM.

*“The full dinper pail ls not in evi-
dence,” complains Colonel E. Hofer,
adtior of the Capital Journal, whose
perpetual grouch must find expression
some way or other, It Is possibly
worth while to inquire just what the
“Colonel’s” special grievance is and
upon what basis It resis.

When he says that the full dinner
pall is not in evidence he certainly
does not speak of hiz Individual dinner
pail. An examination of the issue of
his paper In which this complaint is
made shows that the business men of
Salem give him most liberal advertis-
ifng patronage. Salem has certainly
tried heroically to keep the Colonel's
dinner pall full, and {ts enterprising
cltizons, it would seem, are entitled to
expressions of gratitude rather tHan
censure and complaint. When a man
has been given as much advertising
business as is indigated by the columns
of this ane Issus of the paper, it would
be mbsurd to =ay that his full dinner
pall {s not in evidence. The conclu-
slon is inevitubis that the Colonel was
not spenking of his own pall. It i
full, surely.

Since the Journal is a local naws-
paper, making a survey of only a por-
tlon of the local field, It can acarcely
be assumed that he has gone out sepk-
ing evidence of & full dinner pall of
Natlonal ‘prosperity. That is out of
the question, s0 he must have been ai-
Iuding to the conditions In his own
immediate locality or In the State of
Oregon. And yet it ls difficelt fo be-
lieve that Hofer spoke thus of his
community dinner pall. The facts are
directly opposite to the declaration
quoted abova. The full dinner pail is
In evidence In the loecality in which
the Hofer paper is published, and the
Colonel will so acknowledge If he will
cheer up a bit and look around him.
If news dispatches have told the truth,
Balem and Marion County are excesd-
ingly prosperous, and it is almost a
slander upon the enterprise and busi-
ness sagacity of the people of that see-
tion of the state to say that the full
dinner pail is not In evidence,

Has not evary man In Balem got
work If he wants (t, and at wages
sparcely any lower thanm when it was
impossible to get help enough a year
or two ago? If any man !s out of
work in that part of the state, Ia It not
his own fault? Is it not 2 fact that
real estate transfers have been larger
and mors numerous in Marion County
in the last fow months than they have
been before for twenty years? Ia not
Salem undertaking more public Ime
provements now than ever before in
its history? Is not every residence in
Balem occuplied, and I= there not a
clamor for more houses for the peo-
ple to live In? Are the owners of
stora buildings complaining that they
eannot find tenants? During the panie
last Fall was there the lonsat doubt as
to the stabllity of SBalem banks, which,
it was reported at the time, paid every
depositor all the money he wanted?
Hasg thers not been more railroad con-
struction work In progress in Balem
and vicinity in the past twelve months
than ever befare, and has not the new
road done & paying business from the
day It sold U= first through ticket and
accepted its first earlond of freight?

All these questions, it seems certalin,
must be answered in such a way as to
discredit the assertion that the full
dinner pall {8 not In evidence up In
Salem. Nor does it appear that there
ls just cause for complaint as to the
fullness of the more extensive dinner
pall of Marion County. Crops have
been Immense and prices are reason-
ably high for all products excepl hops,
and, as everybody knows, the price of

this commodity may take a boom at

At various

business men appear In the recent rec-
ords of the bankruptcy courts, On
the contrary, a number of Salem capl-
talists have found their dinner pails
a0 full that they came down to Port-
land and Investad money (n city real
estate, with the result that they
doubled thelr money and took the
profit back home with them.

In view of all these d¢ircumstances,

one must take lssue with the state-

ment that the full dinner pall Ia not in
evidence. It is In evidence. The first
intlmation to the contrary Is the as-
tonishing declaration on the speckled
editorial page of the Hofer paper.
But If it were not in evidence, would it
help matters any to go sbout the
country parading that fact? Would It
bring new settlers or encourage the
investment of new caplial? Cheer up:
smile a lttle; boost, don't knock. It
is only Imagination that mukes you
think your own dinner pail is not full.
It Is full, notwithstanding your desire
to add a piece of ple In the form of a
Gubernatorial salary.

Hard-surface streets are nof an un-
mixed blessing, They don’t always
furnish & foothold for horses. In such
weather as prevalled here yestarday
many anlmals were terrified when
driven on roadways having = slight
grade, At every step they slipped.
Some of them fell. | After a short sea-
son of dry weather, the firsL rains fall-
Ing on A layer of dust make a paste,
and the surface of the streel i= as If
ofled. Horses can scarcely stand. It
is impossible for them to draw a load
uphill or_ to sustain it downhill unless
they are shod with long calkes and
thess not worn smooth. Driving a
harse with flat, worn shoes on such a
pavement may not be cruelty to ani-
mals, within the meaning of the siat-
utes, but {t Is painful to the spectator
and Involves unnecessary danger.
Proper shoeing of draft horses to meet
new conditions is a timely subject for
the Humeane Bociety as well as the
owners of teams and managers of
transfar companies.
=

When the donkey engine supersaded
the ox team as a3 motive power In
dragging logs from the forest, the cosi
of producing logs was materialiy Te-
duced. Now we have the donkey en-
gine in use In clearing land from
fallen trees and: stumps. The engine
not only pulls the dead trees together,
but piles them up so that they will
burn ‘easily. This is work that men
could scarcely do with any number of
ox teams. Tillamook has apparently
been the first section of the state to
use the donkey engine in clearing
tand, but there should be general
adoptlon of that method wherever
there are extensive acres to clear, In
Tilamook, and in. all thes coast coun-
ties, logged-off land, even though the
stumpe be left, produces an abundance
of pasturage the year round. It Is
worth while to clear the land of logs
even If It be used for nothing but
puasture,

The ratilesnake warns Its intended
victim before It strikes. The hyena
snarls In defiant tones before it makes
an attack. The untamed Indian ut-
tered Hhis war whoop bafore he
sprang upon hls énemy with toma-
hawk In hand. Bwl Peter Cooper
Hains and his brother stole ungwares
upon their victim and shot him as he
stood helpless in a eanoe, unarmed
and unable to grapple with his assail-
ants, One of them had not the cour-
age to go alone on the murderous er-
rand. They planned the killing care-
fully, taking palng that they should be
well armed. and their victim stripped
to & bathing suit. There Is net the
slightest Indication of insanity. All
the evidence points to a depravity
which places thess murderers a little
lower in the animal world than the
rattlesnake, the hyena and the savage.

When Thaw was on trial the court
held that whether the stories his wife
told him were true or not was Imma-
terial to the case, The fact that she
told them and that they had an Influ-
ence upon his mind was what made
the evidence sufficient. Now, quite
likely, we ghaill ses a ropetition of this
ruling in the Hains case. Mrs, Halns
made a confesslon, so It Is eald.
Whether she was any more true in her
confession than she had been In her
past life will not be materinl.

From har sick bed over In Seattle
the discarded wife say= she has
suffered 80 much herself that she has
no deslre to make others suffer; so she
probably will not prosecute her faith-
lens husband. It Is & good thing to
live in an orderly town llke Portland,
where the people let the law take its
course instead of taking summary ac-
tion against @ man who thus wrongs a
WOoman.

Bryan ought to be able to write a
book on the *“Third Battle,” for it I=
so different from his “First Battle"
that there would be pienty of ma-
terial. It might bother him to get as
much per word for it as Roosavelt Is
to get for his stories of African jun-
gles, but If It should sell as well as the
“First Battle" it would not be a bad
vemture.

T. Jenkins Hains, who wilelded one
of the revolvers at the murder of An-
nis, is sald to be a novelist, but he evi-
dently has not worked at It success-
fplly enough to become known as
such. Perhaps he figured that it would
help the sale of his staries If he killed
some one. But it won't.

"1t i argued with all seriousness that

if the restricted district be abolished
and the Inhabitants driven out the
clty would become unsafe for decent
women, How would it do to put hal-
ters on a certaln class of men and tie
them up?

They are golng to break the news
todany as gently as possible to Candi-
date Kern. It is generally belleved In
Indiana that he will accapt, for he has

“never been known to dodge anything

but a barber.

Bill Squlers has lost that world'e
champlonship again. However, Bill I=
doing wery well for a pugilist that
never had a champlonship or won a

nght.

Mr. Bryan won't speak at the Syra-
cuss (N. Y.) fair because they are go-
ing to charge an admission fee, Now
wa know he isn't the same Bryan.

ﬁ

That Eugene bull was unguestion-
ably 4 most valuable animal No
othier kind are run over by trains.

—With a heart yet warm with gratitude
for spontansous expressions of sympathy
tor weakness, extended by women of
Portland to an unknown member of thelr
gex, I am impslled to cnter a protest
against our wholesale condemnation by
THe Sunday Oregonian editorial, ‘A Phase
of Feminipe Selfishness.’

The gentieman from Willamette Helghte
was Indignant at what he saw, which
was, cartainly, an unfortunate exhibltion
of thoughtlessness and indifference on the
part of gentlewomen. He stated facts
a8 they occurred, hoping for Improve-
ment upon ihelr presentation, and left
the maltter there. But the subject must
certainly have touched a sensitive spot
In the edltor's mind, for., devoling two-
thirds of a column of space to express-
ing his sentiments, he just includes the
entire female population of Portland in
ane class and gives them all a good
socolding.

I doubt pot but 1t will do u= good, and
we will try to Improve, but I must af-
firm that that occurrence of the woman
with the baby in her arms belng allowed
to stand In the strestcar s a most un-
usual incident for Portland. I have many
times ssen men and women give theilr
seats to women with babes, and to men,
too, without It belng considered an un-
usually creditable thing to do.

1 am defending a large portion of Port-
Iand women against what I feel to be
unjust denunciation because of my own
experisnes, Having lately, through n
minor ‘accident, been compelled for a
time to ne@ a corutch, and to use the
strestonra also, I have been gresatly Im-
pressed with the protecting care and sym-
pathy extended me both dy the gcarmen
and the passengérs

Upon entering a car the Iadies do not
walt for the gentlemen to rise when the
seats are all taken; 1 never passed
through the door once, with my cruteh In
hand, before some duintily-gowned, swael-
taced young woman or girl sprang to lher
feet and backoned to meoe. I have been
deoply touched at this constant action,
and feel that I must pay this tribute of
love to the gentle lhearts of our young
women. In some Instances, parhaps, some
of us desarve the scathing rebuka of the
editor, and it wiil help to improve our
manners, but therse are many, many
women lh Portland—1 belleve a large ma-
Jority of those usually called “‘represent-
ative’—who do not deserve one word of
tha editor's severs censure,

ONE WOMAN.

It only pneeds to be added that the writer

of this communieation Is a. very well-
known woman, who “doesn’lt want her
nama used,’” since it will call attention

to her misfortune. Isn't It just possible
that that fact, viz., her wide acqualnt-
ance, may have a little to do with the

great consideration and courtesy every-
whera extended to her by women and

men?

Where Hide the Muckrakers?

Des Molnpe Capltal.

Where are the jaundiced Irresponsibles
who some time ago sought to defame the
falr name of Willlarn B. Alllson through
yellow magasine articles by plcturing him
as ons who had fattenad fnancially
through opportonities afforded In Govern-
mental service?

We note the following peragraph in the
New York Globe:

“*During the heyday of the muckralkera
oné David Graham Phillips in his serics
on “The Treason of ‘the Sennta' featured
the late Senator Alllson as a multl-mil-
lionalre who had amassed his wealth
while In public lifa, The will of tha de-
parted Senator was read yesterday. and
It appenrs that his estate was worth less
than §100,000—a fow pieces of Teal estate
and odds and ends—not a dollar in the se-
curitles affected by legisiation in which
Senators are represented as trafMeking.
And 5 wears chalrinan of the SBanate
commitise on appropriations, Senator Al-
ltson dlsbursed ten billions of money.'

The foregoing s s sample expression of
sentiment which may be found In nearly
avery newspaper {n the country juet now.
The people WHO & Year or so ago were
wont to give ear to the space-filling sen-
sation-mongers in thelr malignings of the
best men In our publle seevice are realiz-
ing todgy that they were listening 1o a
pack of as conacienceless llars Bs over
disgraced Amorican journallsm,

Within five years the journalistic muck-
raker will be the object of unlversal con-
tempt.

Toy Rallrond for the Czar's Son.

Chicago Inter Ocean.

A pretty atory pelating to the recant
mesting of President Fallleres and the
Czar of all the Russlasg at Reval has
just become publle.

The Czar's son, who soccompanisd his
fmperial parenis, quickly made friends
with the Presldent, and on dlscovering
what n magnificent preeent M. Fallieres
had brought with him the lad was slm-
ply delighted.

Tt was an electric rallway, with sta-
tione, tunnels, viaducts snd englnes and
traine, a!l worked by means of an in-
genlous electrical device. This toy cost
more than $I500

The little Prince went up to the
President and, taking off his hat, said:
“Mr. President, T do not know how to
thank vou sufficlently for your mag-
niflcent present, and I hope that when
I grow up my father will allow me to
come and see you'

Sight of Ambulanee Cures Him.

Ponitstown (Pa) Dispatch to Chicago
Inter Ocean.

Driver Kirlin, of the Good Wil Fire
Company's ambulance ran into a peculiar
experience when he was called out to
take Isanc Bauerman to the hospltal

Scarcely able to walk from threatoned
blood polsoning, resulting from stepping
on a rusty nall, Baverman got one
glimpss of the ambiulanoce as it stopped
in front of his home, and then all his
phyatorl dizabiilty disappeared. Wilh a
hound he reached ths door of hig home
and lockéd Jt.  All the persuasion of
nelghbors failed to get him to open the
door.

He had mistaken the ambulance for an
undertaker's wagon, for e sald that he
Aid not” want to be burled until he wax
dead.

Bryan “Feeln the Need”
Springfleld (Mass.) Republican,
As the campalgn advances, Mr. Bryan
seems to feel the neod of making mome
little polltical capital out of the panic.
Hnd the conservative Democrats con-
trolled the party and named the candi-
date, the panic and the hard times
would have heen thelr strong sull. He.
publican responsibliity for the business
smash-up would have been thundered
from every political stump. Mr. Bryan,
however, exonerated Prosldent Roose-
velt personally from all blame, &and
in so dolng he wes oonsistent, Inas-
much as he had clalmed to be the
original exponent of Mr. Roosevelt's

policy.

New Rallroad of Twists and Turas.
Kansus City Btar.

On the new extension of the SHt. Faul
rond through the Northwest, in one seec-
tion, !n a stretch of 117 milex there are
05 bridges, the llne golng from Ferguk
County, Montana, into Yellowstone Coun-
ty 5 times and returning to Fergus
County 5 times.

smuggled Chinamen's Neckties ne_n-y.
Wwashington (D C) Dispateh,

Tan Chinamen, smuggléd from Canada
inta the United States via House's FPoint,
were bhatrayed becguse ench pair wore
neckties of the same pattern and color,
in order, 1t s sald, to be identlfied as
relatives by other Chinamen,

Edttor.)—From time to time The Ore-
goninn makes wditortal mentian of the
need of a revision of the irrigation and

water lnws of Oregon.

It seems that there Is one needed
chunge or nddiflon to the wiater code
of Oregon which shouid be made by
the coming sesslon of the Legisisture,
wnd which so far The Oregonian has
not mentloned. This Is & provision by
which stored water and reservolr sys-
tems miglit be utillzed In reclaiming
the urld lands which are situated at
some distance from the mource of Water
sapply.

As 1t is, we have laws regulating the
turning of the usual flow of waler out
of stremins, transporting it by canals
and ditches to the lund, but We have no
law by which water may ba stored on
the upper rivers and transported down
the channel to the property of those
storing it o lustrate:

Suppose A, B and € own 1000 acres
of land at the mouth of the Umatilln
River, but there Is not enough water In
the ordinary flow of the river to re-
elndm this. Ths entire amount of water
in the river has been filed upon by
prior rights, and A, B and C cannot
secure an inch from the ordinary flow
of the stream. The result is thefr arid

land remalins arld; Instead of belng
worth from $500 to $1000 per acre ns
fruit land, it & worth nothing, adds

nothing to the taxabie property of the
county and {s & menace to settlement,
becaune It harbors weeds, thiatles,
squirrels and other pesis,

Suppose that Oregon had a law nl-
lJawing A, B and C to go to the head-
witers of the Umatilla River, where
hundreds of square miles of mountaln
surfave sends down mililons of inches
of water to waste esach year, and build
a reservolr to hold water for Irrigating
thelr 1000 acres 30 miles below. Bup-
pose they wera permitied by law to
measure Into the channel of the Uma-
tila River 1000 inches, or HG00 or 10,900
inches to be diverted by them at their
headgate 20 milos below, regardless of
intervening water rights, headgates or
dltches. They would simply usfe the
channel of the river to transport their
dtored water from the mountain reser-
volr to their land and would not Inter-
tere with the ordinary flow of the riv-
er. They would turn in 10,000 inches
and allow say 10 per cont for evapora-
tion, seepages and waste, and would
then turn out #0800 Inches as thelr own

property, 20 miles ‘away, where thelir
arld land Is slituated.
If Oregon had such a law, It would

reclaim hundreds of thousands of acres
now Iying Idie. But as it is now, every
drop of water running In the channel
of n strewm belongs to  the vesfod
rights on that stream. There |s np pro-
vislon for storing and transporting
water through the channels of strenms.

Under the stornge law, hundreds of
reservolrs could be bullded in the high
mountains to catch the waste water of
Winter and Spring, and then as this
water was needed by s owners below,
they could measure It out Into the
channel of the stream, transport It 10,
290 or 30 miles to thelr headgate, and
turn It on thelr land. Thiz would not
interfers with vested rights along the
strenms, but would be an actual bhenefit
to the adjacent lands by keeping n flow
of water In the stream at Iis low
stages, when ordinarlly it would be
almost dry.

In all of the Eastern Oregon countles
are hundreds of sites for reservolrs
high up In the mountains, where Im-
menss quantities of waste water might
he  stored Winter and Spring. If
this water could be transported to arld
lands below, it would work m revoli-
tion fm the nagricultural development
of the sinte. It wounld give Individuals
and companles the right to pool to-
gether and store this water of the flopd
sensons and transport It to needy Iand
In the dry perlods, and thus transform
many of the idle tracts into homes and

voerdant fields

Another benefit of this. storage law
would be that It would prevent floods.
With the gates of reservolrs open to
cateh any unusual flow of water, the
most threatening flood might thus be
disslpated and distributed into the
walting reservoirs, and thue hecome,
not a menace. but an Instrumont for
the developmont of the country

There could be no obfection to this
Igw permitting the storage of water

from any interest=. in exiatence. It
woiild not take from vested rights one

jota of theair privilegss: 1t would not
divide up the flow of any stream: 1t
woutld not take n drop of water from

any man, company or municipality, but
it would allow land-owners to go into
the watersheds of the mountains and
ereate a new supply, This new supply
would be the ahsalute property of the
It ¢ould be moasured Inta the

DWNEers,
stream by inches and measured out
again, Inoh for Inch, under stato con-

trol. It would not hinder or affect the
operation of any diteh, canal, headgate,
power plant or any other river prop-
erty.

It would simply glve the people of

the state the right to store waste
waiter, lold [t as their property and
use It ns they saw At using the nat-
ural channel of the river to transport
It to thair land.

1 hope The Oregonlan will give this
carefr onsidernation and urge I upon
the coming Leugislature. It Is even

more important to the people of Oregon

than Statement Neo. 1.
. BERT HUFFMAN.
Dog Wins His Own Case.
New York Times
At n recent reception In New York.

Gutsgon Borglum, the Seulplor, wis pre-
sonted to a well-known soclety woman
The latter looked al him hesitatingly for
a moment, then sald

"Yes, 1 am <&ertain I am very glad
to sse you agaln. Mr. Borglum,™
“T haven't the Ereat plessurs of M-

membering,” replied the sculptor

rYes, 1t wng in Laos Angeles' sald the
woman, “and you wera the defendant in
& pollce court case.'

Borglum was fAabbergasted, but man-
aerd to smitammer out that he was never,
in a police court In his life

Then the woman explained,
that Mr. Borzlom, whe= In 8
fornia, owned g magnificent English mas-
tifr. The dog waos nmiiable. but the ohil-
dren of the nelglibor were frightened
by Its great. slze, and so. one moming
the dog’s owner was arrested on the
charge of allowlng s vicious animal to
run it Targe. The Judge ordered the ani-
mnal to ba brought In, and the greal beast
gravely marched down the alsle to the
bench. amd, pufting s huge paw on
Judga's Xnee. looked smalemnly Inta
face.

1t seemn

1

hin
The case was nl oncoe nonsuited.

Bryan Filatlters the Printers.

Philedaiphin Enqiilrer.

“I¢f T am not @ printer mysell,” ex-
clafmed W. J. Bryan at the hanquet of
the Lineoln (Neb) Typographical Unlon,
“1 have given printars more work to do,
1.think. than nny other man in the United
Btates.”

Mr Bryan's boast would be unimpeach-
able If he had not left one little word out
o man in the United Htates has had the
distinotion of supplying the printara of
the country with three ‘“bootless”
speeches of acceptiance &S nomines for
ths Presidency of the sald Stutes

Mr.

Whaiter Refuses to Accept Tip!

Baltimors News.
when Honus Muller, a waitér in a
restaurant in New York, refused lo ac-
pept s tip, the walking delegate of the
Walters' Unian threateved to call & strike
anless Muller were instantly dlscharged,

1 The matter ls

under discussion.
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[Aﬂﬂ' toward this goa! the first step is | bered, the State of om w n m, m There w m no regant WOMEN as.._-mn STREETCARS, 1 STORED.UP W‘A-‘I‘Eﬂl ARID LAND | MAR. TAFT un_-n_*_uu METHODISTS
t: mat mlch:lllinm method !nvm litigation over the right to hhduc; reports of foreclosure olnbm T | rhis Writer Says They Are Uniformiy | Favers New Law Creating Reservolrs | Dr. Cline Says 1t (sa't $a; Then “Goes
:nune. 'ul?:em ui :m small quantity of water from a 3 Marion County farms, nor do ¥  Constecal. Distant From Water Supply Source. After” Unitarians aad Ontholies.
migfis g v 0 courts, or ela0 | i the state prison. The pwner of the | names of Marion County farmers OT | Lope unp Aug 3.—(To the Editor)| PENDLETON, Or, Aug. 24.—(To the | PORTLAND, Aug. 2(—(To the Bd-
ftor.)—Just why my good frisnd

Dr. Dyott, In his sermon published in
this morning's Oregonlan, should . des-
ignate the Methodists as belng dissat.
infled with Mr., Taft's reiigious predi-
lections |a not easy to understand.
About the only expreéssion thus fir re-
ported on the mutier was ffom 4 negro
convention and an Eastern Chaotauqua,
where & big crowd at the latter, not
more Methodists, perhaps, than others,
responded enthusiasticaliy to an
prossion of regrel by one of the spieak-
ers thut the next probable President
refused to mccept the divinity of Jesus
Christ,

Dr. Dyolt
favorable

ex-

ltkewise, In showing the
attitude of the Presbyterian
Chuarch toward Lhe Rupublican nominese,
falled to mention the faet that at &
grent Methodist missionary meeting In
New York ity not long amgo, pub-
ilmhed In the Assoclated Press dls-
patches, Mr, Taft was one of the prin-
acipal speskers. It is taken for granted

that Dr. Dyott, by some means, falled
to have knowledge of that occurrence.

A second rending of the sermon
synopsis, however, leads one to think

that the speaker set out, among other

things, to culoglse Unitarlunism, not
a difftcult task, by the way, for a Con-
gregationallst, as the two danomina-

tlona have been good backdoor nelgh-
bors a long time. n this connection It
may be noted that the Congregational
School of Theology at Andover hias Just
gons over boot and buggage to the
Unltazians at Harvard,

It is not surprising that everything
in relation t¢ a candldate for the Presi-

dency sbouid be blrought out It hns
always been so, and It is no sécoret that
Mr. Blaine's intereat In the Roman
Catholle Church cost himm the Presl-

dent's chalr, And Mr. Tuft may expect
that what most people regard-as grant-

Ing that church the big end of a sharp
bargaln In payment for church claims
in the Fhillppines und Porto Rleo will
not be overlooked st the ballot-Dox in
November. An eccleslastical hiararchy
that has proved & menios to good gov-
ernment in Germany, Ialy, France,
Mexleo and every othor plice whers |2
hils had the right of way, may expect
to be watched In a4 republlcun form of
government ke ours. In the opinion
(which s worth but llittle) of thim
writer, a man's church affiliations

should not enter into the congideration

where his whaole character (8 most ex-
traordinary, like that of Mr. Taft. Nor
is 1t well, on the other lhand, to at-
tempt to pummel honest, plaln men,
siuch as marched out at thelr eountry's
call In 1861, and now mre many of them
in the evang "] churches, into some-
thing or anything they do not and wiil
not ltke. They y M y, with their
descendants, a hardheided Jot. Only =
small percentage are Methodiats R
ligiou=s convictionas, right or wrong, ara
hard to jostle, Tirades from the pul-
pit, ae well nas Tronfenl editorinls in
The Oregonian, will prove tutlle,
.. B CLINE

SENAKE BITES A FRUITGROWER.

Yarlety of Accldents Happen fo Fred
Morgan, Nenr Ashiand. Or.
Ashiand Valley-Record.

Fred Mor n was bitten by & rattle-
gnake th wlde of the Tyler place on
the Ashland-Kiamath Falle siage road
last Friday und badly poisoned. My
Morgan was taking a load of frult Lo
Klamath Falls and st the creek slopped
to lot his horses drink. A iange rattle-

snoike win on the scene for the s
purpose and. Mr. Morgan felt the tin
worn instinct creeplng Into his inad o
proceeded Lo get dowh off the wagon
and brofss the sorpent’s head. The
rattler was seemingly reticing to n
clump of brush when Morgan gribbed
at a pleca of bhoard In t feinity of
the rattler’'s tnil and was startied with
the rapldity with which the wactlor
frofited nnd socked his thred -l;':.ll'h-:'-
inch fangs into the middle tinger of
hia right hand, clean to the bone with
both =trikes and discharging (ta losd
af poison Into the flesh,

Morgan's companlon soon dispatched
the rattjer whi measured five and
one half feet In Jength, nnd wan A=
thick . MAN's rrr and hind hifs tail
ornanmented with eight ratfles and a
button.

ITnexpecteod and unavoidable elream-
stances developed Inshis arrival in Ash-
lnnd, and it was five Hours hefore
sMorgan arrived ab the Southern Ors-
gon Hospital with his arm tightly ban
daged to obstruct the puzsnge of 1he
polson throug 15 system. Hin finger
was cut Lo Jet e polsonad hlood rut
out and three pints of . in in
stomach ang one pint
make him drunk, O
grain of strychning s
all nlght, was administered to |
whinlke mdo the work of the rattler's
gtock of goods. Mr. Morgan wa =
consclous and hud s cloge anll befbra
being brought Lhrough his aritical
paistning.

Mr. Morgan had only bheen out aof the
hospital a brief time. as Just = weerk
to the veary hour he met with an ae-
eident at the . Fisher place near
the Normal Schoa), that came within
2 momant of sending him to his etern-
Ity for & reckO ¢ with tho powners that
b, While em sinking a wall,
Morgan had Iit & fuse and the horse
had drawn him 1o the surface with =
rope tied around his walst As he was
placing hls hands on the curbing. on
the top of the we 1. the rope broke and
he waent down 38 feer and struck the
back of his head suok stunning blow
that it required sey i stitchea Lo
bring the wound together Though
badly &tunnefl, ha was Just conscious
snough to gather Wimself together and
extinguish tha burning fuse o second
before Lhe deadly dischirge was pre-
pared to take place

Insalsfs Thnl Eve Was Negrean,

Philndelphia Inquirer

Rev. C. ¥, Cthoolzsil, B. B., M. A, grad-
pate of Hing's College. Oxtord, Tripity
College, University of Berlin, special- ac-
clesinsticnl onvoy of King Meneclak of
Abvssinin, and descendant of a line of
seclesiastical priesin of Abyasinin S5
vears old, s visiting hers. He in teiling
the biacks that Eye was A Negress, that
Mosss wnes & negro, thal Bolomon was &
nexTo, and that Homer WRE - negro

His present business In this country
{§ to tell the hiacks to go back to ;
where he says they belong Heo
nis assprtlon that Moses Wan a Begro on
a Biblical story to the effect that God
told Moses to put hig hand in his bosom
and that when Moses drew the Band out
it was white; therefors he must have
beenn blnck.

CONJUGAL COMMENT.

The bride—Just think of it dearest fitty
years [rom yastarday wiil be our golden
anniversnry.—HBrookivn Life

shining

Mre. Benham—Death loves &
mark. Benham—I1 wish your mothar had
more pollbh.—The Bohomiar

Mr. Bacon—Now. [ w you 1o mot nata-
ral when we are In ¢hurch Mra Bscon—
Don't be allly! How um 1 10 ack uatural
when 1 cro't talkT—Yonkers Stutesman

“I winh I wWare an oetrich.” asld Hicks

ant one of hle wife's
“1 winh You were,'
“i'd get a few feath-

angrily, an he tried L
Mecults, but govidn’t
returned Mra. Hicks

ers for my hat—Glohe.

Wife (who diwiys looks on the cheerful
side of things, to hupbhaznd who has put the
lighted end nf hie cigar In his mouthp—How
lucky you were, dear. lo digcover jt lmnn-
dintely—Londeon Opinlcn.

Mrs Newlywed—My hoshand admires
svervihing abmii me—my volie. my e,
my form; my hah 1! Friepd—"And what de
you udr » about Mim? Mre Newlywed—
Hls good (aste—FPhllsdelphta Prosa




