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MR TAFTS NARRAMORE DECISION.
There is an old and barbarous prin-
ciple of the common law which holds
that &8 man who hires out to work at
a dangerous job assumes the risks of
his employment. If he is injured he
cannot coma back upon his emplover
for damages. Of courss this princi-
ple took away every Inducement for
the owner of machinery to safeguard
his workmen. It costs nothing to re=
place dead men, while Lo protect saws
gnd shafts s expensive, In order (o
curtail the slaughter which this prin-
olple of the common law encourages
several states of the Union, among
them ©Ohio, have enacted statutes
which make It 4 penal offensa to leave
dangerous machinery unguarded or
switches unblecked.

POERTLAND,

These statutes weore sometimes
heeded, somatimes not. 1t Is only of
late years that corporations in this
country have felt obliged to abey &
law which displanses them. Ohlo waa
one of the states where It was not
obeved, and in the yards of a certain
rallroad company which defied the
law by leaving its switches unblocked
a workman was caught In ths trap
and Injured, He =zued the company
for damages, and hils case, dragging

its voluminous folds from one court to
another, finally came before Mr. Taft,
who was then a Federal judge.

For the rallroad the Ingenlous ar-
gument was advanced that its disobe-
dience to the statute was ons of thae
risks of the workman's job; that un-
der the common=law rule he had as-
sumed this among the other risks and
was therefore entitled to no damages.

Strange as |t may appear, this mon-
stroun doctrine has been adopted in
numerous courts and followed Iin a

multitude of cases, There 18 an espe-
cially hideous Instance of & young girl
in Buffalo who lost her arm in a gpa-
chine which the state law required
her empioyer to shield. He neglected
to do mo, and the Federal court held

that the poor girl had made an Im-
plied coniract to take uvwpon herself
the risk of his lawbreaking. So she
goL no damages and spent the rest of
her life in the poorhousc.

But Mr., Taft reasoned otherwise.
Ho said in his decision that the law

which required the rallrond to block
Itn switches was made for the publie
good and that no workman could
walve lis provisions by contrict. The
employer's disobadience to tha Iaw
was not one of the risks which he
could assume, and he was therefore
entitled to damages. Many Judges
have followoed Mr. Taft's reasoning in
this famouns “*Narramore case.” Some
have disssnted from it, like the New
York judge mentioned above.

But those who believe that Mr. Taft
is wedded tg the Interests of the plu-
tocrats and has no sympathy for the
wrongs of the humble should studsy
this case. It s one of the noblest
monuments in  existence of the tri-
uvmph of Jjustice over precedent, of
gond logle over bad. Nobody can
read Mr, Taft's decision without feel-
ing that he Is a humane man who saes

the right too clearly to be perverted
by legal sophistry and who has the
courage to do what he knows to be
Just,

WHY NOT ELECT THEM ON MERIT?

Wouldn't It be refreshing, as well
an pstonishing, to see a campalgn for
organization of the Legislature con-
ducted upon some plane higher than
personal ambition and factional differ-
ences, Since when have we soen a
President of the Senate or Sponker of
the House elected for any other rea-
son than that he wanted the place or
that he would serve the interests of
ong faction or another, or would ex-
change committes mppointments for
votes for his own success? Has any
presiding officer been selected because
he stood for certaln or any principles

of legislation? ‘What candidate for
these Important positions hnsg evar
publlely doclared hix idea of & wine

legislative progrumme and made that
an lszue In his campaign for election?
And yet legislatlon |s almost the whole
purposa of a legisiative session.

A man who is fitted for leadership
in the Legislature should be abls to
map out a legislative polley desired to

promote the welfare of the state. His
ideas wupon appropriations, banking
laws, water laws, educational Institu-

tlons, franchises, taxation and numer-
ous other subjects, would be of Inter-
¢sl to the people In general and should
be considered In determining the sup-
port he receives in his race for elece
tion to the place of special power, In
the exercise of his right to appolnt
committees, the presiding officer ox-
eérts an extraordinary Influence in de-
termining the course of leglslation. In

the past, however, the effect of the
exercise of thils power has been con-
sidered little, If at all, In organizing
the Legisiature. If successful candi-

dates for Speaker and President have
considered the views of members
upon Important questions of legisia-
tion before appoinuing them upon
commitices, that fact has not been
made known. On the contrary, it has
frequently been generally understood
that, in order (o secure the votes of
members, candidates for presiding of-
fices have promised committee ap-
pointments In return? .

Perhaps the plan of organizing the
Legislature In behalf of a definite pol-
lcy would not work well in practice,
but it would be interesting to see it
tried. ©One can only surmise what
would be the effect If & candidate
should announce that, if elected Presi-
dent of the Senate, he would gppoint
committees favoring loosse banking
laws, opposing child labor laws and

antagonizing legislation upon the auh-J

Ject of wazér-power rights. Of ecmm‘

& presiding officer would not have the
absolute power to carry out his pro-
gramme, The House over which he
presided might not agree with him in
all particulars. But it woild be inter-
estlng to see presiding officers chosen
because of the poMgles they advoonte
or stand for, rather than because of
the trades and deals they can effect.

~-PROFESSOR 1. W. PRATT.

Professor Irving W, Pratt's life was
ane of long usefulness. His service to
the youth of Portland lasted through
ona generation and part of another.
It was an example of patient devotion
to duty, steadfast purpose, exemplary
Hving and kindness, and of apprecia-
tlon by the publlc. Few men impress
their good qualities on the community
so deeply or for so long & perlod. Pro-
fessor Pratt reared a family of useful
citizens, who prove the merit of his
effort and example. Such & life means
miuch to any community, It holds up
the flagging ldeas of economlcal liv-
Ing. a sensible citizenship, falthful
public service at moderate compensa-
tion, successful famiy rearing, indus-
try. and a long list of other virtues.

Thousands of young folk and men
and women of the older gensration
have respected and loved Professor
Pratt since they first knew him, in
hlz school or In his class-room, or in
other gchools, when he visited them,
Their parents have also held him in
high esteem. When a man, In pass-
ing out, Is revered IHlke Professor
Pratt, it means that he has Hved an
uncommonly good lfe. It outshines
the fame and glory of potentates, ba-
cause it {s more useful for right Uving.

The world grows better all the time
because the examples of right-living
men prove that it pays to be honest,
truthful, sober-minded, kind and in-
dustrious. Were there more such men
the world's improvement would go
faster, But thelr number = increass-
ing all the time. And there 2re more
of them in Portland because of Pro-
fessor Pratt.

IN THE GOOD OLD sSUMMER TIME.

These warm days swell the revenues
of the Ice Trust and make us buy
wiiter for the grassy lown, They causs
the milk to grow xour and they double
our Inundry bills. They bring the
mosqultoes to Sting the plazza ldlers
and-the flies to switch the talls of the
cows, They make zome folks thirst
for that which the law prghiblts in
twenty-one counties. They glve us a
cold bafore morning. under our only
covering, the bad sheat. .

But, after all, now is the most joy-
ous season—Jjust before the harvest,
when we are full of expectatibn for
the crop. The crop hardly ever goes
beyvond our expectatlons, and If it
should fall under them, surely this is
the most pleasing time. ““The ants
are a people not strong” slngs the
Psalmist, “yet they prapate thelr meat
in the Summer.” Therefore this s
the perlod of all periods to prepare
our Winter meat. “Since you sang all
SBummer,” sald the stern ant to the
mendicant grasshopper In Winter,
“vou may dance all Winter.," Such
comfort ghould all Summer ldiers get
next Winter,

The hotel-keepors down at the beach
and up In the mountains are striving
harid these days. So are the farmers;
just beginning the harvest. Soon tha
squirrels will be laying in their hazel-
nuts. The trees are stiffening their
trunks and branches for Winter
blasts, The Mazamns will goon be con-
quering snowy helghts again for tales
for Winter. The good old Summer
time I& a slow comer and a quick goer.
It warms the Willamette river for
swimming and lets mortals lle on the
hosom of nature. Antacus was the
mightiest of glants so long as he could
touch Mother Nature. Only the Sum-
mer breeza can carry the canned
music afar. And, hest of all, the Sum-
mer poets are an extinet breed. They
all died last Spring—on rainy Easter
Day, we think it was.

The cherries and the raspberries
are with us—Dbest of all fruits. Three
weeka ago we thought the strawberry
king, bnt that was before the cherries
came. Last Autumn we thought the
apple the finest fruit, but now we
think nothing can beat the cherries.

Summer is the Eden season of the
yvear. Only clothes mrke the days
stufty and sweaty. You know Adam
and Eve didn't wear clothes. Thsasa
are the nights when firefiles play, and
when the engaged coupls can stay
out till midnight without taking eaid,
Fond parents do not think midnight
s0 late In Summer as in Winter.

So, after all, the gains of Summer
far outweigh the losses. Only the um-
brella man will tell you different.
Everything comes to him who walts,
We have been walting nearly a year
for this Jjoyous Summer.

TOM FLATT ON STATEMENT NO. L

Few person= in Oregon Hke Tom
Platt's politics, or Tom Pilatt elther,
but they may be Interested in his com-
ment on Statement No. 1, printed In
yesterday's Oregonlan:

I s very poor polifies. Here In the vilad
arror of such a scheme A minority party
han no contest hecauss the outloak In hope-
This candidate lunds on the ballot
with a unlted party behind him He has

loss

made no enemles, becnuse the hopelessness
of hir qu has aroused no ambitions, In
the majority party. two, three or four big
men enter the race. Biiternews Is aroused,

charges are bandied about, the victory of

ene man angers the followers of his oppo-
nents. In an effort to get sven, they vote
for the minority nomircee,

Now 1 do not say that Is what hagpened
in Cregon, because I do not know. Hut I
do say that the fierco I have outlined is
what would be lkely to occur in ths

average state whkers eitkor party had o
falr slzed majority of the wvotea

We ean have non-partizan Msyors, but
we chnnot have non-partisan Congressmen.
non-partisan United States Senstary or non-
partisan FPresidents Government requires

A party. »0 that responalbliity for blame
can be fixed, if necessary.
Without knowing what happened

in Oregon, Tom Platt, as a sharp poli-
tician, outlined what would be llkely
to occur In the averagsa state where
either party had a fair-sized majority
of the votes. It happened just that
way In Oregon, In the Republican
primaries Democrats probably threw
enough votex for Cake to nominate
him. 1In the electlon, many Fulton
men voted for Chamberlain In order
to "got even.,” The result was Cham-
berlain’s election by the people.”
Thus, factional rivalries give the
people & Democratic Senator—a peo-
Ple supposed to be Republican by
30,000 plurnlity and to want Repub-
llcan policies carried out by the Na-
tion’s political government. A Presi-
dential election s coming on. The
people  of Oregon—the majority of
them supposedly Republican—may
want Taft elected. But will that ele-

ment of Republicans want Taft elect-
ed, who are pledged to support Cham-
berlain for Senator? If so, why? Un-
less they depend on Taft simply to
veto the work of Chamberiain and
other Democrats.

There i{s no stable equilibrium in
Statement No, 1. Too many Repub-
licans are opposed to it. Too mahy
want & Republican United States Sen-
ator. Too many regard non-partisan-
=hip as humbug. It affords too much
field for political fraud and scheming.
Under thess clrcumstances polltics
will be chaotle, whichever party may
seem ascendant. Perhaps that Is what
the people of Oregon want. If so, well
and good. Oniy the people should
have thelr eyes open and know what
they are getting.

SOME SOUND RECCMMENDATIONS.

The recommendations made by Colo-
nel Roessler in his annual report on
River and Harbor work in this dis-
trict, will, If accepted by the Govern-
ment, make the Columbla River one
of the finest seaports on earth, As
completion of the jetty at the entrance
of the river has already been provided
for under a2 continuing contract, the
most important recommendation for
the bar proper is the appropriation for
a good dredge with which the work
of the jetty can be reinforced. The
recommendation that the sum of
$200,000 annually be set aslde for
maintenance and Improvement of the
channel between Portland and the sea
18 a long overdue recognition of a
Government obligation which for
many years has been Imposed on the
people of Portland, The Port of Port-
land has, for the past fifteen vyears,
been spending money on this channgl
with such good results that there has
been an incresase of more than five
feet in the average depth of water
between this city and the sea.

Colncident with this Increased depth
of water there was a reduction In
ocean freight rates, due o elminu-
tion of lighterage and other delays
which were so frequent and expensive
hefore the Port of Portland took up
the work of improving the river. As
the price of grain at the interior
market= s the Liverpool price, less the
cost of freight and the handling
charges, qulte naturally evry pro-
ducer of a bushel of graln has profited
by the expenditure made by the Port
of Portland in deepening this chan-
nel to the sea. The fact that Port-
land has also received from tha In-
vestment good returns In the shape of
Increased busines= and rapld growth
and development of our indusiries s
Insafficlent justificatlon for continua-
tion of the present unfalr poliey. It
is the province of the Government to
Improve the waterways of the country
g0 that the Interchange of commerce
can be facllitated and rendered more
egonomical. In originally taking up
the work which, from the beginning,
should have been carrled on by the
Government, Portland did not In the
slightest degree recede from the con-
tentlon and bellief that the clty was
assuming a burden which rightfully
should be carried by all Interested.

The Interested parties in the order
of thelr prominence and the interosts
gt stake weore the Government. the
producers of Oregon, Washington,
Idaho and portions of Mon-
tang, and the people of Portland.
The Government would do nothing,
and for many vears, about the best
that could he got from all that vast
region drained by the Columbia was
& mild degree of moral support. This
attitude, of coursa, forced Portland
to shoulder the entire burden, and it
has been carried by this city for vears.
Now that Colonel Roessler®has rec-
ommended that the Government take
up the work and malntailn the chan-
nel as it has been maintasined and im-
proved by the Port of Portland, it Is
the duty of all people In the Columbia
Basin to use thelr Influence to have
Colonel Roessler's recommendations
approved by the Government.

A vast new territory is now belng
opened up by the North Bank Rail-
road, and It is highly essential for the
producers that thelr products reach
the high seas at the lowest possible
cost. The advantages of the deep-
water harbors on Puget Sound are
nullifed by the tremendous grades
which must be climbed before inland
empire products can reach the ship.
We now have ample facilities for
bringing practically all the products
of the three states to Portland by a
water-level route, and the channel
from the terminus of this route to the
s#a, must be kept in condition to ac-
commodate the same class of ocean
carriers a= are available on Puget
Sound.

MARKING GOOD ROADS.

Nearly all the principal citles of
Oregon are now undertaking perma-
nent street lmprovement, and several
rural districts have already macadam-
ized thelr highways. This desirable
work iz practicable In prosperous
citles and thickly eettled farming re-
glons where the property-owners can
bear the expense. In small towns
and thinily inhablted communities the
people feel that they cannot bear the
burden of permanent road work, But
it those who cannot afford paved
streets or crushed-rock roads will ob-
serve the methods pursued in con-
structlng permanent highways, they
will lerrn something that will ba of
use In the bullding of even a dirt road.
The first essential of & paved strest or
a crushed-rock road Is a grade high
'n the center and low on the sides, so
that the water will run off. Then the
ditches must be on an even slant so
that water from the road will find its
way Into the creeks and not stand in
large puddles to soak the foundation
of the highway. Without drainage
even a pavement would break down.

Drive along almost any country
road and yvou wlll see that the matter
of drainage is entirely ignored. In the
beginning a grade was thrown up, but,
after two or three years of wear a
shoulder formed on each side of the
tread-way and the center of the road
became lower than the sides, As a
consequence water stood in the mid-
dle of the road as well as in the
ditches, and the highway became soff.
The more the roads were traveled the
deeper the ruts became and the softer
the surface. The shouldera at the
sides became higher and held an In-
creasing quantity of water. In an ef-
fort to remedy the trouble the worst
“chuck-holes” were filled up, but new
ones quickly formed. The only ef-
fective remedy, that of scraping the
soll and gravel from the sides of the
road Into the center. was not attempt-
ed. Thiz Is apparent from a view of
almost any road in Oregon. The ex-
ceptions merely prove the rule.

Paved streets and rock-surfaced

rozds are highly desirabie, but, wharae
the matter of expenss makes this form
of improvement |mpracticable, the
next best thing fa to grade up the
Toads every Summer and Fail so that
they will shed water readily when the
rainy season begins. If work of this
kind be prosecuted every year it wml
not be 3 large undertaking, but if
neglected the roads zoon get In a de-
plorable condition. Where there are
no rocks the split-log drag will keep
the center of the road full, and many
miles of road can be cared for with
very lttle work. But whatever the
character of =ofl upon which the road
must be bullt, drainage is the first es-
santial, With this properly attended
to, even a dirt road will be good If not
subjected to the abuse of heavy travel
in Winter. Many a mlle of street and
highway In Oregon would be prac-
tically as good as pavement If kept
high in the center, as all pavements
are constructed.

Mr. Bryan, In the interest of ecofi-
omy, has offered, in avent of his elec-
tion to the Presidency, to share the
White House with Mr. Kern, the
Vice-Presidential candidate. The of-
fer displays commendable thoughtful-
ness, and opens up great possibilities
for more economy along similar lines.
The historlc mansion which shelters
the President §s a roomy edifice. By
placing a few cots In the attlc and
having the servants *“doubls up,” it
might be possible to take in several
members of the Cabinet. The reform
might even go further than the White
House. There I8, in a numbar of the
department bulldings, room to sling &
hammock, or place a cot or folding-
bed, and it might be possible to effect
quite a saving for the Government by
hiring Vice-Presidents, Cabinet offf-
cers and heads of departments at &
smaller salary, "and found,” which,
of course, includes many perqulsites
which now make life at Washington
unatiractive for the man of limited
income.

With the Lusitania Increasing her
speed and rivals of the owners of the
record-breaker preparing to install
turbines in thelr new fivers, the tur-
bine engine would seem to have
clinched its hold on popular favor as
a4 high-speed producer. Forelgn en-
gineers however, will not have a
monospoly of the turbine engine. for
the Unlted States Government has re-
cently Installed a Curtls turbine, an
American Invention, in the scout
crulser Salem, and it demonstrated its
efficlency to such an extent that the
crulfer showed & speed of 26.85 miles
per hour. The Japanese government
has purchased two of thess American
turbines and will install them in
immense battleships now bullding. De-
velopment of the old wvalve engines
extended over a period of more than
& century, but the turbine has comae
50 Tast that there is but little more
than half a dozen years between the
experimental and finished stages of Its
career.

The steamer Ohlo, after bumping
around In the.lce of Behring Sea for
more than a month, has at last
reached Nome with her 500 passen-
gers, safe and sound. Nome advices
recelved In Seattle are that there is
great Indignation among the passen-
gers over the seamanship of Captain
Conradl. The passengers feel so bad
over the delay that they are sald to
have dubbed the careful master:
"Noah of the Ark.” It Is questionable
whether there l& anything In such an
appeliation that Is very uncompll-
mentary, or In any way reflecting on
the master's abllity as a navigator. It
will  be remembered that Captain
Noah successfully weathered one of
the greatest storme of which the
Weather Bureau has any record, and,
after it was over, brought his ship,
cargo and passengers safely into the
first port &t hand. Perhaps Captain
Conradl deserves a medal instead of
indignant censure.

An electriec line from Clatskanie to
Jawsll is the latest proposed plan for
reaching the rich Nehalem Valley,
Free right-of-way and stock subscrip-
tions to the amount of 350,000 are
askad by the promoters. With the
Oregon Electrle and the Harriman
system advancing on the Tillamook-
Nehalem country by way of Hillshoro,
an Indepandent electric line and the
H1ll system runping surveyvs from the
seaside end of the neglected area, and
the Clatskanle project Intended to
strike Into ths middie of the fleld, it
would seem that one of the richest re-
gionz of Oregon s a&bout to draw
saomathing other than & blank. It
would hardly be over-stralning the
truth to say that there'is enough nat-
ural wealth In the territory concerned
tc support all the lines projected.

The Democrats held a night sesalon
in order to avold nominating Bryan
on Friday. But time flew and they
stopped the clock & few moments be-
fore midnight, thus making the record
show that the nomination occurred
bafore midnight Thursday. But all
these proceedings merely serve to em-
phasize the fact that Bryan was nom-
Inated on Friday. an incident which
few would have noticed if the Demo-
cratic convention had not tried so
hard to conceal it. Fate seems to ba
agalngt the peerleas leader, even fore-
ing his nomination on Friday.

Mr. Gearin campalgned for Cham-
beriain and, after the election., denled
that he is & non-partisan. His speech
In the Democratic National Conven-
tion confirms his denial. But how
about Chamberlain?

Democrats will hold a ratification
meeting next Wednesday evening In
the Plaza. Of course they will invits
the Statament No. 1 Republican Leg-
islators to sit on the platform.

It really does seem strange that the
frult of a Republican Statement One
Legislator’s attempt to learn whether
Chamberlain s a Democrat or & Re-
publican is & libel sult.

Did Mr. Bryan think the American
people would be more willing to hava
him for President if he would promise ]
to get out of the White House after
the first term?

Mr. Bryan promises that, {f elected,
he will not be a candldate again. Why
doesn’'t he promise that, if defeated
the third time, he will not be a candi-
date again?

The Salem woman who stood off a
rallroad construction gang with a six-
shooter ought to have taken some
deadly weapon, such &8 a hat-pin.

GOOD inxx DONE BY “CHINOOK® [GREAT BENEFIT OF PANAMA CANAL

Fut Her Back te Werk at Eatrance of
the Columbla.

PORTLAND, Or., July 10.—(To thes
Editor.)—In saying good-bye and good
inck to Colonel Roessier, I am pl
to note that he has again taken officia
notice of the good results of the dredg-
Ing dohe at the mouth of the Columbia
River by the Chinook. the United Statea
Government dredger. and recommends
that she be repaired for temporary
dredging. 1 cannot give you the dates,
but a few years ago, a board of United
States Engineers examined the condl-
tions at the entrance of the river, and
they requested that those interestad,
especially the bar pilots, should appear
before them, and no bar pllots ap-
pearad, poasibly for the reamson that
they can always teil other people what
ought to be done, but when the Engi-
neer officers ask them to tell to them
their opinlons, they get Into -the Ccas'le
er the bunkers or out of the way.
Others took the initiative of suggesting
a dredger for seagoing purposes.

The present Chlef of Engineers, Gen-
eral Marshall (then Colonel) was the
chailrman of the board. and listened to
the suggestions and later on the Gov-
ernment sont the Chinocok to do the
dredging at the entrance of the Co-
lumbia. Bhe was then entirely un-
suited for thia_work, being too deep
and too long :!'d other things wrong,
but In the year she was worked ac-
complished more In despening tha rivar
entrance than ail the Jetties had ever
done; and she made a depth of 24 feet
at low watar, wwhich has only been In-
creased by two feaet since she was laid
off, some two or three years ago, and
the Jjetty is now beginning to show Iits
proper effect so that the improvement
seems to bea permanent.

On a bar, 1 am Informed by the peo-
ple who know, that there are fre-
quantly lumps which will form, and
these by a very little care in dredging
or breaking off, or care that thay do
not accumulate, ean be destroyved, and
by the breaking up of the sands on this
bar, the tide wlill carry away much
more of the sandx than can ba done by
Jetties only, and the dredger can assist
the jetty most materiglly. T was in a
most minimum minority as regards the
dredger, and certainly the Chinook did
not then seem sultable; but I belleve
the results have proved that the
dredger can be used, and 1 also belleve
that, notwithstanding her then unsat-
Isfactory condition, the Chinook or some
other better dredge can make within a
vear a better depth than 30 fest &t
dead low water. If we cannot get a
better one. then try the Chinook. Tt is
nat neceszary to run her as a Govern-
ment warship, with & erew of 70 men
or so, but put her to work as a dredger,
and {f run as a commercial concern
might do It on economical plans, I am
very sure ashe will accomplish good
work. Having taken a graat deal of
Interest in the deepening of the mouth
of the Columbia, perhaps you will pub-
lish this. with tha idea that [t will
strengthen the suggestion of a dredger
in addition to the good work dones by
the jetty. GEORGE TAYLOR.

POET WUCHTER FEARD FROM
Vancouver (Wash.) Man Makes =a
Startling Hit at Denver.

Denver Special to Chicago Record-Herald.
John Wuchter, of Vancouver, Wash.,
has broken lpose. No one knows just
who Mr. Wuchter Is, but he Is trying
to t=1l evarybody through the medium of
&n assortment of “literature.” which has
been dumped upon the unoffending
Thomas Taggart, chalrman of the Na-

tional committes.

“Acting s umpire between military and
political action,” s what Mr., Wuochter
says he 1s. This is part of the lumin-
ative letter to Mr. Taggart which ne-
companies the assortment of pamphlets
and bits of printed paper sent in by -Mr.
Wuchter:

“If you succeed in Ianding your idol in
the National contest there Is no doubt the
military evangelistz will turn thelr power
and Inflpence In the siection of Secretary
Taft. Your leader's military record can
be challenged, and his executive ability
eiandered. Plus the moving of » man of
many words. [llustrated without &Any
words."”

In a “P, 8" Mr. Wuchter declares that
“Benators Patterson and Spooner should
read "Peck’s Bad Boy. "

All this, as some one savs, fn “Alice In
Wonderiond.” is plainly In the English
Ianguages, but what does it mean?

Another of Mr. Wuchter's llterary ains
is this, contained in a pamphlest:
had a Uitle iamb,

It had s tender Lileat,
Bul growsed 1o he the toughest ram

The boarders aver eoal.

Wow, Mr. Wuchter, wow!

Certnlnlyy Send It In, Mr, Miller,
Albany Damoecriat.

The Oregonian reports that Hon. M.
A, Miiler has had & speech ready,
which It was his Iintentlon to dellver in
the seconding of the nomination of
Hryan, but anothsr Oregonlan was se-
lected for the purpose. Tt Is in order
for The Oregonian to secure {t and puh-
llsh It snyway. After the Chilcago
convention it published & speech which
Hon. George H. Willlams had prepared
ready 10 be deliversd, but was not.
Mr. Willlams was =imply Introduced
and bowed to the audlence, keeping hils
apeech In his pocket, which was after-
wards attached to an Oregonlan lino-
type and appeared In the morming in
cold type. Why not Mlller's, also?

Oregon’s Good Year.
Hillsboro Argus.

Times ought to be good In Oragon
this Fall, especlally in the Willamette
Valley, where all kinds of business Is
prosperous. Much money !s balng In-
vested In the East, ond despite the
hugaboo of “a Presidential year,” busi-
neza will be as good this Fall as It was
last year. Oregon (8 enjoying an sra
of prosperity that will continue until
it reaches the high mark of great de-
velopment. Ams a state, she has just
begun to expand. Lucky ls the free-
holder and business man In the Wil-
Iamette Valley.

Higher Yet After November.
Rainler Raview,

Duﬂnz‘he past month the Weysr.
hasuser syndicate nold logn at $7, last
Monday they ralsed to $7.50. next Mon-
day they will charge $8. This Is cer-
tainly a good Indication of what the
very near future will be in this Im-
mediate vicinity. There are now shout
15,000,000 feet of logs In the blg boom
on the other slde of the Columblia, and
the large number of rafts that are con-
atantly golng up the river certalnly
show a big improvement in the lumber
conditions.

The Title Market as Now Scheduled.
New York Morning Telegraph,

The Financlal News, leading market
authority in London, quotes the follow.
Ing, prices for titles:

Peerages, $250,000,

Baronetages, §356,000,

Knighthoods, $15,000 to $25.000.

Of course, It must be understood that
these prices are for men only. Ameri-
can women have pald much higher
prices, and though the titles have basn
cider than the birthday article, most of
them have been damaged.

Yankeeland Gets a New Cockitail.
Boston Dispatch.

A chemlical cocktall, one ingredient
of which is camphor, with a flavor re-
sembling & mint julep, has been pro-
duced In Tsunton, Mass. Its effect Is
zald to be deadly.

Deer Fights and Kills §500 Bulldeg.
Fittsburg Dispatch.

In & fight In River View Park, Pitts-
burg, Pa, bhetween a deer and a bull-
dog, valued at $500, the deer won eas-
fly, killing the dog. -

What That Immense Project Means to
FPaclfic Northwest,
PORTLAND, Or., July 12—(To the Rdi-
tor.)~In The Oregonian’'s recent mentlon
of tha varfous factors which tend to make
Portiand's supremacy - as sure as fate,
you omitted one which I think is worthy
of catalogulng, and which I think is
more potential than any of those you
named. I réfer to ths consequence that
wlll arlse with the completion of the Pan-
ama canal. This event, If pushed with
the present celerity, Is not more than five
yours distant. When that is accomplished
tramp #tzamers carrving 1000 or 12000
tons of fraight will debark from Boston,
New York, Philadelphia, Balumore and
New Orleans, making voyages of not In
excess of B lo 25 days to dellver thelr
cargoes at our wharves here. All our
morchants are aware that average
freights are not delivered from Chlecago
here in less than 3 days, and that the
cost s not less than 0 per ton. When
we sée the aforesuld tramp steamers glad
to obtaln freight at 360 to 8 per ton
fram here to China with more miles 10
truverss than from the Atlantic seaboard
through the canal to here, it will be read-
ily observed that the rallroads cannot
hope to compete and will not try, as it
will be found, Including tell through the
canal, the steamer rates will not exceed

$ per ton.

The conmequence will be that the mer-
chandise required for the country in =
dividing line somewhere from 1000 to 1200
miles eastward of the Pacific Coast will
be dellvered by the rallroads almost
wholly from ths West. This, of course,
means that Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Puget Bound, as well as Portland, will
enjoy this prefermont, but the ocean
frontal which Portiand dominates is mo
much greater than that of her rivals that
ft is transcendently superior to any of
them.

As for Puget Sound in & compass of
M miles, Olrmpia, Tacoma, Seattle,
Everett, Bellingham and Port Townsend
wiil each have their respective spheres
of influence and dilute the commercinl
activity whi¢h would otherwise tend to
make & great metropolis at a given point
aver there. While Portland with at least
i or &0 miles of unchallenged domaln
on the ocean front, Is surely that "fat
duck sitting on the pearly edge of pros-
perity” which Alonzo Leland so phophet-
ieally characterized over 50 years ago.

It seems Incontrovertible that this fu-
ture is almost at our doors: If so the
activities that must shortly be called Into
play will make of Portland an i{mperial
city far beyond the dream of the most
enthusiastic,

The one thing to fear and constantly
to guard against Is the sinister infiuence
of the raliroand combination, which will
If possibls attempt to delay our delivery
from their thralldom, by inducing the
genera] Government to make a sén level
Instead of a lock canal. This they nearly
succeeded In dolng & year ago, finding
not quite a majority of the enginesr
corps favorable to 1. This would entall
a dalay of 3 years—which is what the
raliroad Interests desire—and if not ‘jeal.
ously watched they will try It on anew.

CHAS. P. CHURCH.

HOW LONG SHOULD BED-SHEET BE?
Okinhoma Legislature Says Nine Feet,
but Perhaps That's Not Right.
8T. JOHN, Or, July 10.—(To the Ed-
1tor.)—Inclosed clipping was taken
from a textlile-trade paper and Is meant
undoubtedly serlously! TIs it posaibhle
that paternallam has gone so far with
our youngest slster that a law had to
be passed prescribing the length of
bed-shests In hotels, rooming-houses,
ete,? Or was !t enacted through in-
itiative proceedings, the poople not he-
Ing willilng any lenger to roll up In a
blanket for a night's rest, 'as It was the
custom in the good old Indian-Terri-

torlal times?

You are able to answer gquestions on
a large varlety of aubjects, and perhaps
know more in regard to the history of
this new “bad-sheet law!"

R. KOERNER.

The clipping follows:

Tulse, Okis.—The Tulsa Pooket Bheat
Manufacturing o, with n capita] of $25,-

. and Dr. Carswell chiefty Interested.
has beon organized to manufacture bed
sheots which will comply with the new
nine-foot Iaw. which provides that prmo-
pristora of hoteln. rooming-houses, ete., must
furnish their patrons with bed sheets three
yards In length. Machinery will he in-
stalled in the building at once. and 1t In
hoped that mapufacturing will be under
way by the middie of this menth The
company ookas forward to the establizh-
mant of a large aheeting mill hers, to maks
goods from raw cotton at hand, and |t I
proposed (o establish a wholesale house
in Tulsa for the sale of articles to jobbers
and wholesniers

It Is the understanding of The Ore-
gonian that this law was passed by the
Oklahoma Legislatures In response to &
general” demand for nine-foot bed-
shoots and plenty of them. What's the
uge having a bad-sheat at all unless It
shall ba of the right length, breadth
and thickness? That's the way It looks
to people generally. But this Is not an
expert oplnlon. We citll on Brother
Brougher for another of his scholarly
dissertations on bed-shests. We need
light

Thanks Oregonian for Fight Won.

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, Eugene,
Or.. July 12—(To the Editor.)—I wish
personally and also on behalf of the
alumnl commitiee of the university to
thank The Oregonian for the loyal sup-
port which it gave the unlversity bill
during the campalzn just passed. As the
results showed, the bill was in need of
the wvery best cfforts of all its friends;
Had It not been for the newspapers of
the state the bill would undoubtedly have
fafled. But the battle has now been won,
and we feel very confident here at the
unjversity that the future i most promis-
ing. 1t will be ths affort of the univer-
snity to make good, and so Lo jJustify the
faith and friendship of lta supporteérs in
its hour of need.

1 assure ypu that every student and
alumnus of the university, as wall as
every member of the faculty, jolns with
me In axpressions of appreciation of the
work which The Oregonian has done for
higher education in Oregon.

A. R. TIFFANTY,
Secretary Alumn! Assoclation,

Proud Rooster Fnatches Nine
New York Press.

A bantam rooster owned by Philllp
Stackpole, of Riverhead, Long Island,
N. Y., after three weeks' attention to
duty, succesded In hatching a brood of
nina chickens.

Chilcks.

MOUNT HOOD.
Harry Murphy In June Paclfie Monthly.

Bereme thou rolgnest., grard and lome,
Monarch of an unbreathed xone!

A monument art thou sublime.
Uprearsd by to mock at timsl

There, upon thy véstal socw
Phere dying suns in glory glow—
There. upon thy tresiean steep
Where angry clouds in battle sweep,
Is majesty that shameg the show
Which insect man has wronght below.

Time, that strikes to dust man's desds,
Is but a lupaing day which apeeds
Ita feetlng course and leaves no lrace
Or track upon thy seulptured fzace,

The lova-lorn sun on thee his beams
Bestows when first from ccuch of dreams

He wakes, Thou Ilager'st last at night
in purple madiance to his sight
But wooing vain! The heart Is cold

That snows of countless Winters fold.

QOr, hesdlsss, Hood! domt muss of days

When hru;l. now bleak kraw passion's
biase

Of days when sprang at thy behest

Thy ou"&mnko lover from his rest,

And yo together ruln horled

In scoriac tides on new-born world?

EFFECT OF THE YAMHILL DECISION
Probably Will Restors the 014 Abuse of
County Undervaluation.

St. Helens Mist.

Judge Galloway, in the case brought by
Yawhill County, has decided that tas
presant methoed of assessing a county's
proportion of state taxes upon the bncje
of expenditures for a certain piriod is
ltlegal. 1f the case is cartied to the Su-
preme (Court, as wes assume 1t will be,
and there sustained. we will ba com-
pelled to revert. for a time &t least, to
the old and groasly abused system of
Assesgnent for state purposes upon the
basis of a fixed ratio on the property
valuation of the county. That mpeans,
of course, that esch county will try to
Eet the better of ths other by making its
azsesament as low as poseible, and the
Assousory will, In order to hold thelr jobs,
be compelied to wiolate ‘helr oath of of-
fice. At least thia Is the systam that has
prevalled in the past and there s 1o
reason to doubt that we will revert 1o It
If Judge Gallowny's declslon In sustained.

Of late years thers has bheen some at-
templ to comply with the law and nssess
property at its full cash value, and this
i the only method by which anything
like an equal sEsesament can be oblalned
Besldes giving a nerer approach o un-
tice. It makes a much better showing for
the stats, as Increased ussssement nat-
urally results in a decrense in percentage
of taxation. Columbia County, undar the
old eystem, would have been compelled
to bear an Increased state lax of £21.00
this yenr.

It appears that nearly everything now-
adays Is “unconstitutional In fact, tha
constitution of the State of Cregon i= ull
shot to pleces and Is 5o badly riddled that
it ean hardly be considered to be In ex-
istence. Things are In such a horribie
muddie generally that something might
be galned and nothing could poasibly ba
joat by a constitutional convention. Yoears
ago the great objection to a new conntl
tution was that the convention mighe
atray too far away from the old land-
marks established by the foundars of tho
state, but no such danger exists ROW, -nn
the old landmarks ars obllternted and
every succeeding election Im sure to s#e a
new plank. Iath or fence rail inserted
Into the body of the constltution, until it
evokon the waonder |f not the admiration
of mankind.

PROPER USE FOR TAINTED MONEY
Newport Geta $2000 in Licenses—Purnle
Is How to Spend It.

Newport Mall
By 'the receipts of two saloon I«
cenres last week the Clty of Newport
finds herself with an extra $2000 on
hand for needed Improvements, Thera
are, of course, n Eood many ways In
which this money might profitahly be
spent. We might buy new uniforms
and glittering gold stars for our polica
force, or we might bulid a new Jail
for the comfort and convenlence of
such of our offanders as rafuse (o
ronize the old & blishment (nome pe
ple are dreadful fussy) or we might
Invest the money In red autonobiles

for the members of the Councll

But what's the mattor with putting
it Into streets and sldewalks? Of
course, wo who are used to it do not
mind falling Into ten-foot holes once
In a while or wading through a font
of mud or busting a gallus trylng to
save ourselves from plunglng oaver i
in-foot embankment But wa are
gErowing and have ambitlon. And soma
of the Summer people are parnickaety
enough to resent running the riek of
broken legs and necks through haviog
to stumble along In the dark over such
A4 man-trap as the walk leading outl to
Olssonville where one unacoustomed
to the holes and jump-offs [s llable to
take a wild plunge Into space any
night.

If we are going to call ourselves n
eity, we'd batter hrush the mud off our
clothes and begln to wear stand-up
enllnrs sround our municipal neck—got
a little dandified, In faot Really, 1t
won't hurt much after we get used to
it. Why not be game and spend that
two thousand for new city atiire?

Terrible Battle With an Intruder,
Weston Leader

Werd comes from the foothilis “of
the Blue Mountains that & daring mid-
night marauder met with his just dues
A few nighta ago. The farm houss of
Eam R. Caplinger was the soene of &
desperate struggle. The stove was up-
get, chulrs ware broken, paper torn
from the wall and gore gelore stained
the floor and organ a eangulnary erim-
son. Mr. Caplinger, who 1= a dlisciple
of Major Ozone, and believes In plenty
of fresh alr, sleops with his window
ralsed and door open, About 2:00 A M.
the occupants of the house wers awak-
ened hy n strange noise in the house-
hold. Startled, vet couragaous, Mr. Cap-

linger called out, “"Who I8 there? No
response, Another challenge was met
with a sinister, aminous silence Hea

then arose from hils bed and began n
terrible battle with the Intruder, de-
stroying about half his furniture. The
resujt was so fatal and the causs of
death so apparent that no Inquest was
deemed necessary. The dead robber
proved to be Mr. Pork Q. Plne, who has
rezided for yeare In the Blus Moun-
talng, and is famlilar to many of the
old residents,

Priace's Apples from Noah's Ark.
Nesw York World,

In *England the fashion to glve not
costly but odd and generally unigue wed-
ding presents Is growing. In this con-
nectlon it may be vantured thgt Prince
Goorgo of Groete holds one of the most
curfous of wedding gifts. It 8 In tha
commonplace form of an Inkstand, dbut
the inkstand ls of axceptional intéerest io
the archasologival eye, It was contrived
out of a petrifiad apple that was found on
the coast of Hastings. in Eogland. THhere
Is a legendary warrant for the assertion
that this particular apple fell ‘out of ths
ark, whoss skipper, on the same author-
Ity, was the firat Viking. Prince George
is of Viking descent. The apple, though
pressmted in Paris. wan not the apple of
Paris, but of peace. Ths Princess Marls
cama Into the poetical presentation ade
dress by a referénce, also legendary,
to the Greek origin of the Bonapartes,
who are suppesed to descend from Kalo-
meros, o duughter of Comnenius, 126t Em-
peror of Constantinople, and helr of
David of Bysantium., who found refuge
In Corslca.

Crane Lifts an 158-Ton Onk Tree.
New York Herald

Sixty feet In helght, o glunt oak tree
was successfully moved and transplanted
by a locomotive crane at the plant of
the Crocker-Wheeler Company, Ampers,
N. J.. In the presence of several guests.
The crane has a capacity of 20 tona,
whila the tree, with iftx ball of earth
bed welghed 18 tonw,

After the earth had been lossened from
the tree, It was liftad out of the ground
and carried through the alr about o0
feet to its new position, near ths brick
and stone postoffice belng bullt on the
company’'s property. The helght of the
It was 28 feel. To clear the ground the
tree was ralsed four feet more than the
depth of its roots as the ground hed
been filled to this high level.

Loud Call for Shad Fizhermen.

ELK CITY, Or., July 10—{To the
Editor.)—Although =shad were never
plantad, either In the Yaquinag or Blg
Elk Rivers, those streams are now full
of them; but the natives have not yot
got on to the hang of catching them.
At Elk City. the function of the two
rivers, they are so numerous as to be
killed with oars while boating. The
country 1§ A mass of verdanoy; ¢ropa In
fine condition. The “Land of Nod” is
wakiog up. Send some of your Port-
land fishermen down here (o show us
how to fish for shad, for we are up in

the alr. F. J. FPARKER.




