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THE ETREET RAI

In this bulletin we proj
a street railway company,
the snburbs and outlying sé

This subject is of such
that we shall have to divide
order more fully to cover it,
in our next bull:tin,

THE SOOIAL VALUE

In the special report of the Unif
under the heading of **The Urban &
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most important single influence in dil
The chief function of a street railway in
bution of the population over a wider area ¥
be possible to occupy. Economic and social
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the inhabitants increase in numbers, they must
closer and closer together to the detriment of hea
or they must find some means by which, withont in
of time and strength, they may live farther from one
from their places of business.'’

A CITY GROWS EITHER PERPENDICULARLY OR H
ZONTALLY

A city grows perpendicularly, in the form of tensment-houses
and high buildings, or horizontally, spreading itself in the form of
smaller buildings over a much larger area.

The charactar of growth is determined by the time consumed
in transportation between the bnsiness and residential scctions of
the city. People will not live in great numbers more than one-half
hour's tima from the business sections of the city. BSlow and irreg-
ular service materially decresses the dwelling-honse area and the
people crowd together. If the service is rapid and regular, the
radius of the residence circle is enlarged and the dwelling-house
area proportionately increased.

This healthy growth will vary according to the character of the
streetcar service. Thus in Glasgow, Scotland, where the railway
mileage is very limited. or in New York, where the service to the
east and west is hampered by the rivers, tenement-houses prevail,
and $ocial conditions canse grave concern.

The horsecar could travel but a short distance in half an hour,
and the suburban growth of the city was limited. The result of
the early adopting of rapid transit here was the speedy enlarge-
ment of the dwelling area and greatly improved social conditions.

PORTLAND THE ‘'OITY OF HOMES"'

Portland has few tenements; it requires but superficial exami-
nation to see how well the city stands in this respect. Its great ¥
area is largely covered by two and three-story houses, and it is not
standing still. A glance at every suburb will show that vast build-
ing operations, consisting of two and three-story houses, are now
being pushed far out into the new subdivisions.

While this represents the energy and enterprise of our citizens,
we feel that they will not begrudge us our claim to have aided in
making this growth possible and profitable.

Prior to 1903 the city area was 38 square miles; in 1907, 44.71
square miles. Due to the rapid extensions of the street railway
lines much of this has since become improved city property, mak-
ing a tremendous increase in the taxable basis of the city,

The electric railway system is equally indispensable to the dis-
tricts outside the city limits. Its suburban and country lines accom- .
plish two things. First, a great number of peopls who have thelr
offices in the city are enabled to live in the suburbs. Second, the
sections of the country traversed by the electric lines are brought
into much closer relationship to each other, thus greatly enlarging
and developing the field of busineas activity in these sections. The
most forcible argument in favor of the value of rapid transit as a
developicg agent in the suburban and internrban districts is the
increase in population and prosperity in these districts which has
taken place since the electric lines were built.

But the company is pushing still farther ont and extending
ahead of the population. It has many miles outside the city limits.
When these lines were built they ran through very sparsely settled
localities. They did not pay for many vears. Some of them do nof
pa~ now, bui substantial homes have sprung up, lining the various
routes, and the people have availed themselves to a surprising ex-
tent of their opportunities to leave the crowded sections and still be P i
within easy reach of their places of business,

Present conditions are a stronger argument than anything we
can say to show the remarkable growth of the suburbs and the
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