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A NECESSARY PUBLIC POLICY.

1f we understand Dr. Jonah B. Wise
aright, he has no doubt of the gullt of
Ruef and doesn't wigh him o escape;
but ha objects the efforts and to
the methods which the prosecution has
emploved to get testimony from him.

o

There s, bhowever, disputs on those
points  between the prosscution and
he judge on one side, and Ruef and
pertaln Jewish rabbls of SBan Fran-
visco on the otLher Dr. Wise éniers
his protest “against (reeing any Crime-
inal as yment: of his treachery
toward hils confreres Agiin, there s
a dispute about what was sajd In
cgnference belween Lhe prosecution

and defenss, in which “several gentle-
men wera brought W act as witl-
nesses’: and o statement made by two
of thess, which Judge Dunne desms
g reflection uwpon his court and Iis dig-
nity, the Judge declares [alse Dr.
Wite has resented this; and incident-
ally he condemns the method tho
prosecution, which In the clrqum-
stances comes noar condemnation of
the prosacution ltself, since In ¢ases of
thiz Kind thers Is no wa)y (o lestimony
againsi mulefactors but through such
palley oy promise of Immunity, #e
Heéney has been acoustomed to em-
ploy both at San Franciseo and at
Portland. He does, howover, deny
that ha had made such promise or
pursned such policy toward Ruef. But
it Is virtually asserted that he did.
Hence the controversy

What seams spovially Rabhbi
Wise was the coupling of his name by
Tha Oregonian with that of Fither
Yorke., But we fear, If wn were to
apalogine Lo Rabhi Wise, Farther
Yorke would asscrt that an apology
wins due also to him. 80 wo pass over
these Interesting peraonaliy and
come at once to the question of pubdlic
poliey Involved In the objection o
promise of immunity to confederates
for “treachersy” to those higher up in
crime, This séems 10 be the sticking
point In the mind of Dr. Wise,

Ruch policy, or the practice of i,
bhas a repellint feature, certainly: but
the state has always availed ttself of
the advania always must, es-
pecianlly In cages of conspiracy to de-
fraud or rob the publle. such as Heney
has heen prosecuting at Portland and
it San Francisoo 1t was only by
this method that any part of the
land frauds in Oregon, or of the miu-
nlvipal corruptions in California couold
have bacn brought to light. To con-
demn ft; In such cases equivalent
therafore 1o & plea for exemption from
punishmenit ETeatest criminals;
since the necessary testimony for dis-
dosure of thelr corrupt and criminal
weis could e obtalned In no other way.
The people are entitled to know
about the robberies that such men
¢s of the lnw
offaring Immunity
such may. by confeasion. furnish
the necessary evidence for the state.
Buch witnesses are odious, indeed: but
it s & mistake to allow detestation of
them to turn pubilc sentiment against
the prosecuter who usrs them, or to
prefor the sscape of the aunthors and
chiefs of a eriminal conspirgcy to their
comviction by this only means,

Here really Is the root of this whole
muiter, The notian entertained In so
many quarters that it is persecution of
criminals ta induce thelr tools and
confederates, by promise of immurfity
for themselves, to t¢ll all they know
about the conspiracy and the crime |s
good neither in law nor in morals nor
in practice, but Is quite tantamount
to an effort to defend or excuse those
whom it is the duty of the officers of
the law to prosecute by every means
in their power.

Much & =ald about the blanders of
those who drew the Schmitz indict-
ments. When “flaws™ are wanted one
I= good as another It & the pro-
fession of lawyers for the defense (0
discover them; but jt = seidom con-

of

Lo =ur

use

31

of

commit, and the authorit
Justified in
Aan

are to

celved to be the duty of judges to al-
low them, on flimsy grounds, or unless
by real error the rights of the defend-
ant and the ends of justice would be

rupt use of official power and Influ-
ence, graft and blackmall, except or
unless threats of “unlawful Injury to
properiy” were the means of gralt and
blackmall. Bul threat to take away n
Ymere llcenses, the courts hold, was not
4 threat of unlawful Injury to prop-
erty, since theare was no vested right of
licenss; and the Mayor, anywsy, had
the authority to refuse to renew thes
llconses of the victims of his grafting
syetem. Do you not find the argument
here drawn out to extrems attenua-
tion? It even sets aside Rusls own
piea of guilty: Ruef was an agmt of
Schmitz in the business.

In one particular The Oregonian
corrects ftssif. Dr. Wise had not ex-
pressed doubis as to the guilt of Ruef
and Sehmitz. But Father Yorke had
done mo, *“The facts” are, he =ald the
aglther day, ‘“that no one has been
proved guilty.,” Again, “the people up
here are beginning to reallie that one
story is good untli another is told™
We are to infer, then, doubtless, that
Father Yorke will szoon tell a story
that will completely exculpate Schmitz

and Ruef, and relnvest them, In the
sight of the world, with the virtues
with which he clothes them—In his

own mind.

MUNICIPAL LIGHT PLANT.

Mayor Lane, insisting that Portland,
a2 1 municipality, should establish and
maintain its own electric lighting
plani;, savs:

Hartland owhs Its own water plant. =nd
supplies the people with battar watsr at less
casl than does any other city in the country.
If we can do Lhis with water, why can’t we
do it with UghtT

Possibly we can; yet the problems
are cesentinlly different. Buocess with
one, therefores, furnishes no assurance
‘of success with the other.

We consiruct gur pipe lines and dis-
tributlon mains, and turn the water
in Gravity does the rest. Very [lew
employes are required, only moderate
expense on this score, The water de-
livers Itself.

But an eleetric light plant requires
a vast denl of attention. To keep It
properly in & ¢ity covering forty
squars mlle=, so that the light mav boa
dellvered efficiently, the wires, elreults
and lamps kept In order, and regular
supply of current maintafned, are re-
quirements that take It entirely out of
the class of works that supply water
through gravitation, Depreciation also
in rTapld, as wear and noecessary
changes of machinery, breakage, orip-
pling and losa of tools, weathering of
palnt, poles and lines, and so on. Such
incldént= are enumernted, not for tha
purpose of asserting, or even of Inti-
mating, that municipal electric light-
ing would be economically impossibla
a! Portlund, byt to show that the pgob-
lem |t presents is & wholly different
thing from that of water supply,

This Is as to publie lighting; but the
city should go Into tlie business of pri-
vats lighting also; since It would pos-
sess u great plant and should make
the most of It This would require
rigid supervision and Inspection, and
a further large troop of employves,
Here the competition with private es-
tablishments would affect the ratoes
and revenues,

If the eclty 18™0 go into this business
a gleat water powar will be necessary,

The Mavor speaks of Bull Run, Some
wuter power is available thers, no
doubt. How much could be deter-
mined by expert examination., It Is

not probable, however, theres wonld be
sufficlent. A great auxiliary steam
piant would soon beocome A necessjity—
requiring another large force of clty
employea,

It Is asked why, since small rowns
are able, so many of them, to supply
their own colectric light, why the jarge
cannotl, The condltions ars dissimilar.
Many of the small towns ara content
with Incandescent lights. Agaln, the
output for wages in the small towns Is
proportiopally less, "In the publie
plants in large cities thare will be
higher wage=, shorter hours and con-
sequently larger and more costly staffs
(proportionsatsly) of employes.

Undoubtediy the people of Portland,
hefores embarking In such undertaking,
will desire full information as (o the
situation and possibilities, =ources aof
power, cost of construction and eguip-
ment, including auxiliary steam
plant to mast emergencies or supply
deficlencles; sand careful estimntes,
based on general experience, of Lhe
cost of maintenance and operxtion.
There shouid at once be study. more=-
over. by competent authority, on the
pert of the city and in 1t behalf,
whother the charge per arc light
(35.30 an month, §63.60 a year) re-
quired by the company now operating
in Portland for renawal of its contract,
I#2 excessive, or only moderate; and
whether the experionce of other cities,
situnted as Portland is situated, would
ju=tify an expectation of getting a
lower rate here, If the city should es-
tablish s own plant.

Jt i= an important matter; for if the
city shall undertake this business it
probably will have from $1.500,000 to
$2.000,000 in it within a few )Yeonrs
which it wlil be necessary to obtaln by
addition of the sum to the honded debt
of the city. If we aro lo think seri-

plant, inquiry Into methods, and care-

ful estimate of cost and resulls, (8 a
firsi necessity.
UNDER FALSE COLORS,
The Gallinger ship-subsidy bil,

which silpped through the Sendte on
well-greased  skids last Friday, was
;r-rnh.-.'h'._\- as mild a erime of Its nature
as the substdy-seekers have attempted
| to commit under the gnise of putriot-

Ism It was a Kind of a burglar's
Jfimmy, which opens up the crack
through which the explosive can be

poured, or by which “purchase” can ba
secured for the crowbar to be ussd
Later. In offect it is only an amend-
maont of the ocean matl service law of
1391, and Increages the subsidy of see-
ond-class vessels (o the amounts paid
first-class ships under the 1581 Iaw. It
also provides mail subsidies on Pacific
Ocenn routes not affected by the for-
mer law. Thiz will enable Mr. Spreck-
ele to bring hi=z antigue Ventura, Si-
erru and Bonoma out of the mud of
Cakland Creek and receive from the
Government approximately $360,000
per vear by returning them to the
Australian route, from which they
were driven by more econpmical ves-
sels that increased profiucers’ profits
by carrving frelight Tor less monay
than it cost to apetrate and maintain
the Spreckels “marine misfits™

The argument that silenced opposi-
tion in the Senate was the customary

subverted. Oncs more, noie the rea-
sons. The courts of California hold
that the siatute does not forbid cor-

ously of establishing o municipal light|

redly

M The engineers’

'appmu to patriotism, it belng quite
truthfully shown that we were in gréat
need of an auxillary fleet for the Navy.
None of the opponents of the ship-
subsidy steal has ever questioned the
necessity of & merchant marine which
could be used In war time to support
the Mayvy. The real guestion Involved
was that of methods by which it could
be sacured. BEvery other country on
earth has accumulated Itz auxiliary
fleet by the commoan-zenss meothod of
buving the vhips where they could be
bought to the best advantage. No
other country makess any pretense of
bullding all of its merchant merine
vessels, and bui few countries build all
of their warships.

The subsidy provided by the Gallin-
ger bill will not develop any new
trade, for the reason that every trade
route of Importance I= already covered
by cheaper-bullt, more-economicslly-
operated vessels than are possible un-
der our trade-restricting, trade-ham-
pering niavigation laws These vossels
are siready carrving our freight at
rates below anything that can be ac-
complished by a subsidy. It thus be-
comes plain that the best we can ex-
pect 8 1o malntain by subsidy a fleet
of vessels which can be avallable'for
naval auxiliaries. With this end in
view, why not permit Americans to
own and operata vessals on aven terms
with their trade competitors, and thus
reduce the ocost of maintonance of this
auxiliary fleet to the lowest possibla
figur=? 1If the long-overdusa revision
of our navigation laws and our tariff
laws should fall to bring about thi= in-
ereasa in onr merchant marine, thers
would be more of an excuse for sub-
sidy paternalism.

The Harriman trans-Paclfic liners
out of San Francisco are2 the fnest
American steamships afloat today, but
Feneral Manager Schwerin is undoubt-
correct In questioning whether
the proposed mall subsldy will prove
adequate to pay for the hampering re-
strictions that accompany i, Some-
thing more than a subsidy is needed
where the original cost of a vesssl Is
50 per cent greater, and the crew cx-
penses 200 per cent greater, than on
vesgels with which the American ship
must compete, Tha Gallinger bill
salled through the Senate under false
colors, and there 1s a poasibility that 12
may get through the House without
an exposara of [ts uselessness: but
some day there will be & changes and
the Gallingars and Humphreyvs and all
of the rest of the =ubsidy-hunters and
henchmen will be forced by an out-
raged public sentiment to permit ac-
quisition of a merchant marlne by the
same ecconomlical system that is fol-
lowgd by every other enlightened na-
tlon,

ARMY OF UNEMTLOYED

A oanvass of tha great Industrial
centers of the country, together with
estimates from other portiens of the
United States, reveals something mare
than 1,200,000 men out of employ-
ment. Thils remarkatde showing s
made In the face of a4 record-breaking
rush of laborers to Europe. the stear-
age emigrants leaving New York for
the first ten weeks of 1908 reaching a
total of 131.710. There are but four
other cltlés in the United States credit-
ed with a larger number of Idle men
than San Francleco, the California me-
tropolis being the only Pacific Coas:
city mentloned as having an army of
unemploved. In the figures given in a
Wew York dispatch in yesterday's Ore-
gonlan, the Bay City 8 shown with
26.000 unemployed men. Private ad-
vices from Los Angeles and Seatile In-
dicate that there Is aleoquite a num-
ber of unemployed men in those cltles;
but, while there are a few in Port-
tand who are out of work, the number
Iz Inconsequentlal In comparison with
other Pacific Coast cities,

These unsatlsfactory statistics serye
to show the close relationship which
In spite of thelr differences, must exist

betwden capital and labor. Both are
commodities, the value of which is
regulated by the Immutable Iaw of

supply and demand. Both, it is true,
van at times act aside this law and for
a brief perlod secure abnormal re-
muneration, but as the amount over
and above that warranted by natural
conditions must be wrung from the
people who are neither capitallsts nor
laborers In the generally accapted
sense of the word, these temporary
conditions cannot-last long. Sin Fran-
cisco s eredited with an army of 25,-
000 nnemployed, but only a portion of
this great number are out ol work be-
cause of insufficient employment. Most
of them are not working because of a
dicagreement regirding wages, At the
haight of the rehabilitation period,
whoen men and material had to be se-
cured regardless of price, the cost of
building, of Hving. or of conducting
any kind of a business in the Cafllfor-
nigx clty ran up to fabulious figures,

These abnormal prices were all right
s0 long as the abnormal conditions
remained, but, with the readjustment
that has followad the most getive work
of rebuilding the city, and also thes
panic of lasxt Fall, hos come a pro-
noumrced change, Luamber, coment and
other building materials have sufferad
heavy declines in price, Ucean
freights are less than half the Ngures
reached about &8 ¥ear ago; but, with
everything else tumbling in price, an
attempt has been maede to maintain
wages at theé old standatrd and in some
cases demands have been made for an
advance,

strike has tiod
nearly 100 vessels at various Coust
ports, and, while it Is only the engl-
neers who are striking. the retirement
from service of every vessel means
Idleness for from ten to twenty men.

up

ioxs In a large number of other ndus-
tries only indirectly affected. Ths
sirike will be settled—in time. If the
employers conld make money by meet-
Ing the demands of the strikers, it
wotlld be settied instantly. But labor
as well as capital must “give and take™
in periods of depression like that from
which we are Jjust emerging. We
cannot force a return of good times by
keeping both capltal and labor In idle-
nes= and thus curtalling the purchas-

ing power of the people. and the
sooner both of these commodities get
busy the bhetter it wil! be for all con-
cerned, directly or Indirectly.

We saspect that estimates of unem-
ployed men In the United States, pub-
lished vesstrdav, are exaggerated: not
with Intent but because observers un-
consciously magnify crowds. A gath-
ering of three or four hundred casiiy
passes for a thousand. On the marter
of unemploved men In clties, It may ba
azked, are thers not always a multi-
tude? . Is there ever a time "“wheén
streets are not filled with idlersa? Note
how many ablebodied men will stamd

[ tor hours watching workmen ralse a
beam to the top of a skyseraper, or
the holsting of & safe, or 50 common-
place a thing as excavating for & base-
ment or loading & ship. 1If a careful
census were taken [t might di=close
the fact that the present unemployed
do not outnumber the normal unem-
ployed more than two to one. It Is a
matter of congratulation for the Pa-
cific Northwest that Oregon, Wash-
ington and Idnho were not mentioned
in the list of states.

An error of the Department of Com-
merce and Labor In crediting Puget
Bound with February whedt sxports
600,008 bushels In excess of the
amount shipped is overlooked by the
Beattle Post-Intelligencer, and that
paper leads its editorial page with a
laudatory article on the greainess of
Puget Sound as a wheat shipping port.
If the P.-I. will consuilt the statistics
of the Puget Sound customs distriots,
it will learn that during the month
of February Portland shipped more
wheat than all Puget Sound ports com-
bined. The Portland shipments, which
wore exceeded by but twoe ports in the
United Siates, ware more than 500,000
bushels greater than those of Ta-
coma, neariy five times as large as
those of Seatile, and nine times as
large as those of Everett For the
month of March, wheat shipments
from Portland will be nearly three
times as large as those from all Puget
Sound ports combined.

“Our banking svstem fs the worst In
the civilized world.,” sald Andrew Car-
negle, in & recent address hefore the
Ecanomic Club in New York. .There
has been much fn evidence in the past
few months which has tended to con-
firm the ironmaster’s views of “our
| methods of finance. But why stop this
cconomle eritficlsm at banking? Mr.
Carnegie Is in a position to give some
expert testimony on our tarlff system,
and if he should happen to be in a
humor for telling the truth when dis-
cussing it, he could easily show ‘that,
in comparison with our tariff pollcy,
the banking svsiem is resting secure
on a plnnacle of unappronchable per-
foction. Thom will be mome valuable
additions to politival economy Iitera-
ture when our Carnegles discunss It
with the same freedom from biis that
they now exhiblt when the -banking
systam Is under fire,

The Washington Rallroad Commis-
sion, having expended more than $37.-
000 of its contingent fund in a little
over a ¥ear, Is now about to face a de-
ficlency. The $36,000 appropriatpd
for salarles Is expectad to last until
the Legislature meets again. Be-
tween the salaries and the contingent
fund, the Commisslon has spent about
550,000 since the last =ession of the
Legisiature. The money has not all
been wasted, however, for it produced
the information that it was beyond
the power of the Commission to divert
wheat from Portland to Puget Sound
by a joint-rate order,

Ax a result of a family row botween
Mra. Robert Louls Stevenson and her
daughter-in-iaw, Mrs, Lloyd Osharne,
the old Stevenson home in San Fran-
cisco I& to ba sold. There ware won-
derful peopla and rare genluses troop-
ing through the works of the dead
novellst, but the master word-palnter
nover journeyerd far enough into the
Improbabla with the children of his
bridn to have a mother-in~law snd a
daughter-in-law dwelllng in harmony
under one roof.

The multiplicatlon of condensed
milk factories and the establishment
of meat-packing plants will soon make
the Pacific Northwest & great livestock
country. On the beat authority we
have the assurance that by reason of
climate and forage crops Oregon i the
best livestock and dseirving state in the
Union. Now we #hall have a practical
demonstration,

Somewhat earller than usual the
white-breasted swallow has made =
advent in Portland for the season of
1908. He Is a particular friend of
Willlam L. Finley, the voung natural-
isl, who tells about him In a popu-
lar sketch published on page 5 of
this lsspe. We commend it to Brd
lovers, young and old.

It 15 now stated that Moberly Bell
has beaten C. Arthur Pearson in the
fight for control of the London Times,
No shares in the company will be of-
fered to the public, Mr. Bell having
feund two memborse of the House of
Lords willing to furnigh the necessary
financial backing. The capital stands
at £760,000, or about $3,750.000.

Were the members of the Legisia-
ture of 1007 making Iaws for the
people or for the Titla Guarantes &
Trust Company? They draw thelr
ealaries from the state, and pot fram
the trust company. But the trust com-
pany had cause for congratnlations
when the “sure thing'' was enacted.

In Lane County, it is sald, arrange-
ments are beilng made a fuslon
party on the basls of SBtatement No. 1,
“the purpose belng to oppose the Re-
publican candidates.” Certainly. The
sole mission of Statement No. 1 is to
oppote and defeat the Republican
party.

for

Officere of the law having failed to
put the disorderly saloon out of busl-
ness, the Hquor dealers themselves will
undertake the tisk. Isthisan assulmp-
tion that the liquor dealers are more

It alzo means less repair work at the! & ’ .
machine shops, less work for the r;:ner:;: ;E,i‘!;u;'rn\g., BT Shessygace
freighthandlers, and & eorresponding = —

What do candidntes for tha Logis-
lature think of that propossd constl-
tutional amendment increasing the pay
of leginlators from 33 a_day to $10 a
day? They will surely tell the vaters
during the campalign.

The death from ty¥phold fever of
Sonator Bryan, of Filorida. a8 young
and robust man, may serve o admon-
izh some of our statezsmen that life in
Washington has its drawbacks., -

The man who thinks the baseball
seas=on hasn't opemed o Portland
gtaved homa yesterday. 1f he had
taken 5 walk hs would have notlced
many vacant lots turned into athletic
grnul'lﬁ!.

The crafl preservative may felicitate
itself over the labeor sitvation in the
Oregon Penitentlary.. which doesn't
contain a prisoner who can 2ot type.

The Democrats don't want partisan-
2hip in politice—all they want is Dem-
ocrats in all the affices. !

WHAT THE STATE PRESS |8 SAYING

Hemarks on Polltienl Priesty.
Eug=ne Guard

We think a preacher, priest or rabbl
potit -of place in polities. Members of their
congregations or church, as 4 no doubt
the casme in San Francisca, are hit bard
by the graft prosscations and they uy
to their defense. Father Yorke pursucd
Mayor Phelnn, probably the best exocu-
tive SEan Franclsco has bhad for soears,
with a vindictiveness that drove the Int-
ter Into private life. because of a quar-
rel inside the church. The public lost
Phelan's valuable sewvices on account of
matters that were none of Its concern,
and now the' graft prosecutors are at-
tacked because of reasons, no doubl, If
tha truth were knowmn, that are not bassd
upon sonnd and liberal considerations for
the publis welfare.

Our Non-Partisan Governor.
Newberg Graphic.

The result of stata elections held In
Orexon has quits often demonstrated that
& lote of volters who pretend to be He-
publicuns have preferred to have a Dem-
ocrat for Governor rather than a Ra-
publican, although the Republican party
has had at the head of the tleket men
who wore equally s good and In some In-
stances misch better men than the Demo-
cratle eandidates, and {t s litle wonder
that Chamberiain, who has besn elevated
to the Governor's chalr by Republican
votes, has concluded that the same fel-
lows will give him a boont Into tha Tnited
States Senate. We can really sce no
reason why he should deem |t necessary
to assume the hypocritical role of the so-
callied non-partisan,

Smaller Farma a Great Xeed,
La Grande Observer.

Swapping farms doas not bulld up efther
A ¢ty or a country. The country has
galned nothing Y Mr, Jones from lowa.
buys out Mr. Green, and Mr, Green moves
to Caiiforpia. It Mr. Green would sell
Mn Jones one-half of hils farm; titls would
mean something, It would mean another
home, and homes are what we need.
Wea need more people in the valley. and
more peoble In the citles. The eofties
furniah the markets for the farmers and
it requires payroils 1o kesp tha cities
gTowing.

Beenuse Republleans Won't Eleet
Republican.

Forest Grove News

Governor Chamberlain sayn he = in

accord with the policles of Roosevait, and

wants (o know if as much can be amald
of all those In his (Roosavelt’s) own
party. If the Governor thinks so much

of the President and Republican party,
why doesn’t he come ou! for Senator on
tha Republican tleket, instead of stivk-
Ing to ths party that = @0 In the
minarity?

Great State, With Foel Laws,
The Dallea Optimist.

Oregon is a great state, and she has
n bright future, provided we, the Repub-
Heans of the state, arise and wipe some
of these damphoal laws off the statute
booka, and prevent the *“‘reformers’” from
pincing others thers. If we do not do
this, and got busy about it at once, the
name of Oregon will b a stench in the
nostrils of all the progressive people In
the Unlon.

The Plicher That Goes to the Well, Ete.
Nawport News.

There was more politics than orsters
connected with Governor Chamberiain's
visit to the Bay., It would bs a vory
nice thing for the Governor if he could
slep Into Henator Fulton's shoes, and
while it was the Republlicans who plaged
him in the gubsrartorial chalr the pos-
sibilities of that party debaning Itself by
s2nding him to the United Stalex Senstls
are very remote.

TFuzzle — Who Was Last
Congressman T
Ia Grande Observer,

In view of the fact that & Democrat has
not been sent {o Congress wwithin the Jast
& years, and poesibly longer, wo called
up several Ieading members of the party
and without looking up their anclent hlx-
tories they could not tell in what decade
It was, or who the man was One gen-
tleman thought It was Whittaker, and wa
believe ha is correct.

Democratie

Yelp From One of the Vagmbonds.
Kelsonian (Kelso, Wash.)

If the lttis country shonls In Oregon
happen to agree with the Portland Ore-
goninn they are guoted from A to Izzard,
but If they happen to go contrary to that
paper In opinions they are nothing but
“vagabonds of journalism.™ .

The Oregom Doda,
Granls Pass Obtaprver.

Perhape the exposures of hix past record
ipd somathing to do with Mr. U'Ren's
rétirement. He wax_ bombarded rather
heavily with accusations that must have
hurt the feellngs of & plous man and a
patriot.

Top-Heavy With Bralos.
Dallns Ttemizsar.

One reason for the non-success of the
Democratic party Is the multiplicity of
brainy men within (ts rank= and the dif-
ferent views which they must consequent-
Iy tako of Natonal gquostionm

Certainly; Send Him Along,
Lahanon Express-Advance. .

Many frienda of Senntor M. A. Mliller
would be plrased to see him selocted as
agne of the delpgates to the Democratic
Natlonal Convention, which meetx fn Den-
ver next Summer.

A Menting.
Wa mat hy chance=. and as we met
She clarped me in & warm ambrace:
1 ssem 1o feel her clinging Yol
With ont soft chetk aguinst my face.

Ehe did not kpow my
Ere then had never
And vet she breathsd a
As round her walst T

The girl had not mistaken
For any member of her
Nor did she care who | might be—
‘Teras at & skating rink wo met—
—Chicago Rerord-Herald

name, whils 1
viewed her charmas;
rateful sigh
ung my armi.

me

A FEW SQUIRS,

Lady (ta caller)—"You wmn't mind my
going on with my work whiln you're hers,
will' youT Then I shan't feel I'm wasting
thme."—Punch.

[astructor (AL night schooll—""What proof
heve we that the earth i round ™ Bhaggy
Haired Popil—"Don’t need! no fmof. I'm
willin® to bellove the Jographies'—hicugo
Tribans

Languld Lunnll.'nn-—"a_rlnr il s sald. pal,

monesy ain't everyi'iag” Dry Deegun—"1
knnws Tt frum sxperience—I wunst found o
$5 Bill mear de eenter uvy a prohibition
sate.”—Fuck

"Realiy.,” roemarked Mr. Kad-
ley. “T're hes ng what to give up
during Leni” remarked Ml Peap-
prey. “you might give Up your soat in a

sireetoar occaslonally.”—Philadelphia Press

Mabhal—"Jack proposad to ms last night.”
Bialla—"Paor fellow! So he A keep his
ward after all Mabni—""Why. what do vou
meanT™" Hislla—"When 1 refused him last
wealk he sald It wouid causs him to do
something desperate”—Chilcago Dally News,

“~All de word's & siage”" quoted Tired
Tiffine *“Choek full & mawmilis,. machine
shaps: bofler factories, an” des Hke'" com-
mented his chum. “Toa much realism Tif-
fine; too muth reallsm for a fanciful man."—
Loulsville Courler-Journal.

Mr. Stayiate—"Of course you'll ba at the
shore for Easter weak™ Mlss TPatlence
(yawning)—"No." Mr. Staylate—"NoT Wall.
I stmoply have to go——" Miss Patlencs
(hrightening )—"OHI must youT That's mo:
it's iater tham 1 thought.”—Philadsiphia
Press

Vieas—""WalL

Mr. Stoggins. how are you

today T Cabbler—"Very bad, wsir” Viear—
“Apd what Is the maties? -obbier—"Ah.
rir. 1"y my Iage * They be sunderful bad!™

Vicar—"Dear me! How jonz have sog heen
ke this!” Cobbler— "Why. »ir. thess lags
if ynu beMave me, I've had ‘em on wnd off

for the last 30 years™—Punch,

DH. WISE WRITES ON GRAFTERS

Wanis the Gollty Pot In Jall, ot
Thinks Henmey Hasx Bungled.
PORTLAND, March Z—To the Edi-

tor)—Your putiing me outside of law
and order where a member of my falth
s concerned. and shaking me up in the
sam+ bug with a priest from San Fran-
clsco, k& an extreme procesding which I
hurdly wouid have expectsd from you ar
Aoy one connected with a paper that pre-
tende 1o the metropolitan scope which
The Oregornlin plumes ltself an, 1 assure
¥ou that I am more than anxious Lo see
Mr. Heney put the whole crowd of Ban
Franclsco grafiers behind the bars, and
that my reamon for making an atiack on
the eitumtion at all was as pure == If
not more lofty than, yours for tuking =
snap at me 1 sald that the affalr had
been bungled. You must admit that tha
finding of a grievous flaw In an indict-
ment upon which the comblned genius,
wirtue and protestant piety of the whole
prosecution, dlded by a Judge In robes,
had beéen lavished withoul stint of time.
money or threat, is.a sad thing. It leads
one of untrained ecccigsiastical mind MHt-
tle Informed of the viciasitpdes of the law
to suspect that there is a lack of care
and capability In proportion to the blus-
ter, and therefore tends to saddsn one
Bo much T really snid, inferred and Im-
plied.

Inpsmuch as you must read your newa-
paper as wall as write it, [ beg of you o
glve me the benefit of meaning what I say.
I mald that Ruef should ba in jail. I meant
ft. You say that 1 am by Inference In
doubt as to the commission of crimes in
Ban Francisco, I never sald it or inferred
it. ¥ am not in favor of satting Ruef
at liberty to catch Calhoua, and T do not
know whether Calhoun s & Protestant,
Catholle or Mohammedan. 1 entered the
protest against fresing any criminal as
payment for treachery toward his con-
freres, which was the patent policy of
the prosecution. T hardly think thix can
be construed by even as mediocre a the-
ologian as you show yourseif to be In
this Instance as a remonstrance backed
by rellglous prejudice.

I do not ses how you, knowing as you
4n both my activities and propensities In
matlers pertaining to the public weal, can
place me In ths same paragraph with
what you term a bintherskite. Allow me
to objatt (not to the term, but to the
proximity).

Now, If you will allow me to pass over
your [nst paragraph. which I do not un-
derstiand, other than the reference to my
worthiness to repressnt my cause, which
matter 1 do pot conslder your pewspaper
campetent to adjudge, and therefors alide,
I will staté as shortly as possible the
reason for my published statements.

First—The prasscution promised 1o con-
viet =nd [mprison ecortain Individuals
whom they zllowed to escape by a loop-
hole #o apparent that it seemed impossi-
bie It ehould have been jeft.

Second—The prosecition wers and per-
hinps still Are ready to compromise with
Rusf, n dangerous criminal, in ordor to
imprisan certaln wealthy men who robbed
their fellow-citizens under stresa applied
by Ruef & Co.

Third—To further this end they brought
in severnl gentlemen to act as witnesses
to a manifest understanding between the
defense and the prosecution, which, since
#uith things are ngeindt the |stter and
apirit of the law, could not be expressed
or Impiled n cantract. They needed
men whom all partiox trusted to hear
certain sigmificant conversation.

Fourth—Thelr Judge, manifostly parti-
man, and therefore unfit to sit in Judge-
ment, did transgress and violate all the
traditions of Iaw and deconcy by de-
nouncing twe men of probity, well known
and of better fame than his own. s per-
Jurers, thereby branding them with &
sligma they cmn [II nfford to bear. ‘This
wns without trinl or any process of law.
Therefors this Individual is petulant and
posseased of other dlosyncracies that un-
fit’ him for Jjudgement, Just ne= certaln
newspaper popex ot times lose that ddor
of Infallibility with which they pomado
themselves, and thereby weaken thelr po-
sitlon In the pubilc trust and confidence.

As far as I know, there s very jttle
theology In all this, wnd you may be
more kKeen than Augustine and moie as-
tute ‘than Justin, Jerome and the mar-
t¥re, but you Ond neither heresy nor re-
oantetion. for there is no taint of dog-
ma, eresd or article except a prayer for
the speedy clearing up of the disgraceful
situation by the sending of the criminals
to jall and the stopping of blustering, In-
sinedre and ulterfor methods. You have
not for & lopg time had such a fine op-
portunity of Killing two birds with one
stone, and T hope yoo will allow me the
courtesy and privilege of am prominent o
place for my reply a8 ¥ou gave in the
attnck. You may an some other occasion
ger two birde in Une again, and till then
1 beg to remaln as sincersly and disin-
terestedly a well-wisher aof public decency
as vour most axcellent paper. Sincerely
YOUrs. JONAH B, WISE.

When We Talk Grammaticaily,
Atlantie Monthly,

Tha universal vogue of correct Elnglish
would be little short of a ealamity. The
doubter har only to tmagine the effest on
the anlmation and interest of life, If we
ehould wakes up =oma morning to find
avery onn saving “'1 shall” and T will” in
their propsar pinces, tha newshoy purged
of slang. the racy brogues dislodged from
the strectear and the street corner, the
hired man pronouncing according to
Webster, and the 2-year-olds lisping—I
Beg thelr pardon, they would no longer
lisp—uttering thelr thoughts in phrases
conformable to  Lindley Murray, Dr.
Murray and the “King's Engilzsh."

The Aundience.

in Tha Catholie
Times.

f mak' not mnocha mon today,

50 few ces hear da tunes I plary.

Lang thme hayfora da san ses shine

I mak’ does stroet plan’ of mine

An” pull est ogtl from cesiy strest

To rcountira lane, where conl an’ swest

Do marnetng breeza hlow, an’ where

All theengs ees hemutiful an’ fair

Oh, here, 1 thesgk, I gona Nnd

Bom’ peopin #o gpood-bDear’ an’ kind

r weell be giad for

An" ootia teli he “Gonn

Idks most & do dat T am mest

Wen [ am play oen centy streat

T. A- Daly Standard and

T walk an® walk, but set eca gueer
I meet e féw da peopla hers:

Eex only wan ar twe, but steel!

I lnok for more. 1 ellmb da hesil
An" travel down da hotta rond

Da mtreet nian ses heavy load,

[ amm baygeen for faal da heeat,
An® w0 bimehy, 1 wiop an” seat

Een shady placre basside da way
Oh. 1 am mad! 1 grow| an say:

*[ mak’ not moachs mon’ todsy,
WAL for you som’. Oh, (ooln manl
Whetn no wan heaer jour strasi plan’ ™

But den. w'at s’pose ces hagpen ma?
Firw theong vyon know ers losiin tres
Muk' funny aslen shers ast stan’
B0 like an eof evi clap est’s han's!
Dien gently feengers een da air

Bey come and pull me by da hajr:
Ees som'theeng etn dess awersta hreege
Dat sypeak to me an” copx an' teans

* den da sky, so wide, sa blys,

Ent seem to smile and coax me, too,
Es all theengs Npeak, as oof dey say
o lot us have da music. Pla

I play wan tune—ses, two t'ree,
Like w'al [ never da hayfora!
1 stop. Da sy err: “"Mors®
I play dem evra wan agen
2o, tod, T leeft my volos and sesng
Da breaze may "Mora®™' to sverythesng.
Fa all @ay long ers Hka dat

Oh, "Meticana man, T gat

Som® curses an' some fond to sat

Wen 1 am pIay san coely strast,

But here da sky. da hreese, da tres,
Doy sppak Eetalian to me!?

four,

An’ den

1 mak' o moacha mon' todar,

£a paw erp hear da tones T plar,
Byt where oes reacher man dan 7
Dat play to hreess an’ trae an® sky?®

Tenrning o Sweim.
3 Woman's Home Jompanisn.
*Mathar, may | go isarn to swim?™
“Yes, my darling daughter;
Go tn & ndenrs sehool,

But don’t go pear the water™ i

REGON National Guardsmen are
0 highly cammended In a report on

the Joint army and militia coast-
defense maneavers of 197 The report is
Iszued by the War Dvpartment from the
office of the Chiet of Staff and covers
the maneuverzs at Coast gEarrisons all
over the United States. A perusal of the
report shows that no other state or-
Banization in the country™ ls so highiy
spoken of. Refering to the wark of the
Oregon troops stationed about the mouth
of the Columbia River from July 6 to
July 20, the following statements appear
in the War Department’'s report:

“The Orcgon National Guard seems to
be composed of selected mon, thero be-
ing In the ranks many civil engineers,
electriclans and mechanics. Their work

throughout was faithful., energelic and
intelligent

“They were gquite enthuswmstic during
the entire period and thelr interest

seemed to grow from beginning to end or
the coast defenwe maneuvers

“It s belioved that there waws
alngle cawe of disorderly conduct
the jolnt encampment.

“From the reports of officers no critie-
isms are 1o be found. Officers of the
regular  service expressed themwelves
verbally as perfectly satlsfied, only re-
gretting that they dld not have more
time and thm the entire Third Oregon
Regiment had not besp delallsd to this
encampment.

“The programme of drill and exercises
prepared previous to the encampmeant
and approved by the War Department
was found satisfactory In every way and
the sitne was practically followed dur
ing the oncampment.”

That the War Department's pamphiet

nat
during

i= not une long paen of pralse s to be
sren by a casunl glance st reporis on
the work of mome other bodies of state

troops. Referring to Georgla, for ex-
ample, the following appears “The
progress madoe wan  very gratifylng an

regards drill, bul sentries on outpost and
interior lines did not seem to grasp the
importance of atriet obedience o orders,

And this is the report on atate of
Alabama: “The Alabama fleld artillery
eame without proper equipment or pre-
liminary training. Some  had plstols;
s0me  were woaponless None of tos
militla hore hid musier or payrelie
ready. Although the lectures took place
ag soheduled, (here were (oo many ab-
sentecs, The men (o n large degres wern
slovenly of appearance and unkempt so
that they producted an unfavorable fm.

presilon upon all. Looked dpon In the
light of a body of recrults meraly, they
wers very satisfactory material for da-
veloping.™

- - -
Commiemioned offioers will be shut out
from participation In the Natlonal riflas

matehes I an smendment (o the Army
nppropriation bill is finally dapproved. The
amendment was adopted by the Fouse
anecording to advices recolved yastarduy
from the publicity bureau of the National
Board for the Promotion of Rifle Prap
tice. The amendmont in question is as
follows:

“Providad, That the trophies and
medals herein authorized shall be @
teated for only by the enlisted men of the
Army. the Navy, the Marine Corps ‘and
the National Guard or erganlzed mllitia
of the several siates territories and the
District of Columbia.'

Final passage of this
which Congress has alteady approved,
will elimipate all commissioned officers
of all the services montioned from T
ticipation inh the Natiopal team m
the Nationa! individoal mateh and the
National pistol mateh. Luast yeéar th
various compeling oams wWord mnde up
largely of officers. The N team had
seven offiesrs and fve enilsted men

umandnient

vy

United States Cavalry tesm ten o
and two men, the United States Infantry
seven officers and flve me while tha
number of officers from state organizs

bt
An:d

tions wis neirly as great as the nu
of men. Oregon had five officers
seven eénlisted men at Camp Perry
The amendment will be oppossd. as
there are two wides to the question. Mans
milltary authorities doclare lhat (he
tralning of officers {5 more beneficlal, as

in

it gives them & broados. basis for
struction of iarge bodles of troopes
Others contend that the training of (he

men who actually handie the rifies
svent of war Is the ohject to be carvied
out. The outcome of the fight that will
be made on the amendment In ¢ Benate
will he watched with considerable Inter-
[

. - .

Every member of the two Portland
battalions of the Third Oregon Inf
the Field Battery and the Hosp!
is urged to be present next Fr
at the annual Inspection and
Governor Chamberiain. Many
will ba present. Colonel ', E
Teview

e

3

review
spectators

MeDonell
fol-

will march his regiment in
lowing Inspection, and the ceremonies
will be conciuded with regimental and
battalion drill=

. e
Company B lias captured the penant

in the Indoor basoball saries by winnir
seven games straight. Company F and

the Hospital Corps are clalming s Jil |

place, each command baving lost 1wo

Ames,

¥ L] L -

A memorable event In the histary of
the presentiation of the

FEugene Wax
roglmeontal colors of the Fourth lnr«\;;_n 5
Infantry. last Tuesday, The presentation
wiz made by Governor Chamboria and
the flag was recalved by Calanel GooTa®
0. Yoran, on behalf of his command .

affair was an impressive one Ky
officer of the reglment was on ha
Governor Chamberlain was .li'f'-'T!'!i"-ll"‘-""*:
by his staff and by Adjulant Gepdiral

Finzer and Colonel James Jackson. J :
an informal banguet which followed the

flag ceremonles many addresses Ware
made on military toplcs and officers
of the Fourth demonstrated that they

are up 1o the minute on military affalrs.

The new colors will get a first alring
at ths encampment this Bummer pro-
vided, of course, something more serious
than an sncampmeént doosn’t logom up in

the meantime.
- -

The Fourth Oregon has lssued a formal
challengeé to the Third for a rifla compe-
titfon with the new Springticld rifle. W
the advantages of the Rnozebhurg ra
at hand the confidence of tho El-)u.u‘.\
Cregon men in thelr marksmenship
not hard to undermtand Portlandd
no range ahove 68 yarde rthel
the challenge e being seriounly consid-
ered and may be mccepiod

Neve

But Twe Losg Years Have Pasned.
Gervaie Star. ;

Many Democrata deprecate tha holding
of & conferenece by the Republicans. yet
they themeselves, enly two Years Bgo.
held just sut™ a sonvention and _:’N‘rrrﬁ-
nated & state and county ticket. Wander
If they had forgotten It7

¢ e riFy In the Btellar Rag.
The ‘1::::: ::m‘r?t:r'nmm. swent triends, whea 1
Ehall quit this form of morial cIay
The call has come—I kKnow not =4y
But still 1 go, and would not siay.

Absus the night the star-worids glemm,
And moonbeams kizs the allver sea
Ah. 4o I hear, or dn I dream
The atgel volce that cails to ma?

Between the worlds in lave-lit air
The soui-war shines in radiant g

hit.

Tour tender thou g0 with mie thers—
‘" rrinnds, [ go. Gondnight, good-
might!




