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THE MISUSE AND EX{ESS,

To the primary law liself and rea-
gonable Interpretation and use of |t,
The Oregontan has made no real ob-
fection, The primary law Introduces a
gyatemn that copfuses lssucs botwesen
partles: but lot that pnes it is to an
effort th make a suggestion in the pri-
mary lAw—which the Inw ltsell treats
anly as a suggestion—the chiel feature
and whole spirit of the lnw, that The
Oregonien makes fts objection. They
who push thle feature as Lhe essoenco
and substance and henrt the pri-
mary law simply go aguinst the con-
stitutional method of electing Senators
of the United States, and repudisate the
yprinciple of representative government,

of

us established by the Constitution of
the United States. The vote of the
people may bo accepl ns advisory,

indeed, in this importani matter; but
It can go no further. 1t is not in this
iaw destroy distinctions of parties,
or to rejoct the Constitution of the
United Stntes; but the fore interpre-
tation of v gives It this character. It
{5 against this forced interpretution,
not agiinst the primary law, that The
Cregonian makes its protest State-
ment No. 1 is merely sanggestive. It
doesn’t profess nor purport to be any-
thing else. It is not the primary lw.

B0 as to inftlative and referendam.
1t is not to the principle that The Ore-
gonlan makes objectlon, but the
pervearsion of the method to narrow,
cranky and injurious purposes. It
ought naot he for subyer-
sion of the fundamental principles on
which the state 18 established. 1t
ought not to be used for overthrow
of the principle of equal taxatfon. Tt
ought not to be emploved to convert
constitution Into a statute, alter-
able in every election, It ought not
tp be used to change the customary
syntem of representation of the peonle
in the Leglslature, nor 1o suthorize ag-
gravation of the ovils resulting from
lpeation of the stitutlons of the =tare
away from the capital, nor to mix up
the people on opposition biils—none of
which the people 51 large know about

to

o

o invoked

tha

—for regulntion of the silmon fish-
eriee of the stale.

These #ome of the matters, but
only a part of the present erop. It s

a crop that will increase from Year to
your, and run to nfinity, under whime-
slcal suggestion, unless a =tern quicius
The upon i1

put

A BENEFITIARY OF THE TARIFY.

The latée Sonator Broetor was one of
1he wealtNiest of the wedlthy men in
the TUnited Sonate,. He was,
mareover, a type of the old-style busi-
niesg man of his day and genecration
in New England He wsa 8 man of
influence In Congreas from the time he
entared in 1881, the day of his
déath, reventeon yoars later He was
upright In business, serfous in his vo-

States

i o

cation, whe r as the developer of
the great marble quarries of Vermont
or af a lwwglver lnoking to the wider
interestid of his =swate and the Natlon,
thelaing s newly acquired Insular
possessions, His most distinguished
«fftort in Congress, indeed, was in be-
hall of Porto Rico and in regard 1o
our Natfonal polley In Cuba Hinm

treatment of his emploves at Proctor-
wille, Vi, the headquarters of his great
muirhle industry, was In evidence when
v the day of his funerd], while n typl-
+A4} New HEngland Slorm was
raging. they stood In long Unes on the
glreet bareheaded and reverent ns his
cortege passed, No need for his blog-
rapher to say after that spectacle that
he was atlentive 1o the welfare of his
men.

CHTAL

Yei, anm ¢lted by the Knnsas Ciiv
Sar, Senator Proctor was A great
henoficiary of the protective tariff,

which enabled him and others enguged
in the marbie bLusiness In New Eng-
tand to ssll thelr products at excessive
rates. The dulies on marble range
2rom 65 vants to §1.15 per cuble foot, &

rate =0 high as to shut and lock the
door against foreign competition. He
wisg, says the journal above quoted,
“a good busimess man and would
doubile== have been rich even without
the aid of protection, but the fact
nevertheless |s that his very lurga for-
tune i mainly a produ¢t of tarift di=-
crimination.”

What ha did was within the law,
and he used &ll the powesr that came
to him through opportunity and a= a
rosult of his upright, masterful mind
to keep the law on tha side of his
buriness.

FINE “T"INTS" OF LAW.
It to be an established rule
law and morals In Cailfornia that
extortlon of money for protection of
or usa of officlal authority to
extort money from those who wish to
find an open and clear way to “do
business.” free from molestation Jof the
Jawfnul authoritles, s subject 1o no pen-

rCCIME

o

crime,

alty., The courts of California have 30
held, It i & fine point, of cour=:s; but
judges whose delight i3 to sfick In

fine polnts of law and prictice have no
trouble to make the point. They
casily find (hat extortion and robbery,
In cerialn pecullar forms, are not cov-
ered specifically by the staiutes. Of
course they conveniently forget all the
principles of the old commaon law that
stand agninst extortion and robbery.
How do the courts accomplish 11?
Nothing could be mors simple or easy,

It ix held that the statute does not
forbid corrupt use of officlal power
and Influence, graft and blackmall,

excopt or unlees threats of “unlawful
injury to property” were the means of
graft and biackmall. But threat to
take awav o mere llcense, the courts
hold, was not a threat of anlawful in-
Jury 1o property, =lnce there was no
vented right of Ucensa: and the Mavor,
anyway, had the guthority to refuse to
renew the lcenses of the victims of
his grafting sxstem.

Now that, Indeed, is & remarkably
fine point. Anyv robber on the road
could put up an equal one—if he had
the money to hire lawyvers whose
subtieties had welght with the courts
of Callfornia.

God dellver.us here, where there is
ne ver more simple honesty, from such

Interpraters, nnd from such Interpre-
tations, of law, and of right and
wrong!

Whatever honesty vet remains in
California should devote itself to com-
pleie exclusion, from the company of
honest meon, of judges who protect
crime in such ways ag these,

It is not asserted,fnor assumed, bf
course, that judges who render decis-
fone such as these have all been
“bought up™ by the defendants., But
Judiges of this clnsz do dearly love nice
subtletles and “p'ints™ of practice, and
ambidexterity of argumentation,
which show how learned they are,

VAIN ULULATIONS,

When Judge Thomas M. Nerwood
retired from the bench of Georgla last
December full of yenrs and honor he
signalixed the event by an address on
“The Negro™ We have read the ad-
dress with such putlence as we could
command: but evermors ss the gueer,
distorted opinions, the barbarous senti-
ments, the feroclows standers on great
and good men passed In review, the
question has insistently intruded itself.
“Why should an educated and repre-
sentative Southerner =ond out into the
warld & pamphiet like this? What
does he hope to accomplish by it ?™
The aged judge's literary effort con-
aluts of three eloements mingled in
fulrly equal quantitles—abuse of the
North, sivage vituperation of the ne-
groes and pralse of slavery,

The speech reiterates the old charge
thiat slavery was Introduced into the
South by the “Yankees" So it was
Nobody thinks of denying it. Bn{ why
drag the accusation from a tomb
where all sensible people are willing to
fet it slumber and usge It to arouse sec-
tional hatred? The sad tale of recoti-
struction i# rehashed for us with fire
and fury, and all that the judge savs
about the mistakes and crimes of that
lamentable eapoch 1= true enough, No-
body wishes 10 excpse or palliate them.
tatlonal people everywhere are eager
to unite in an «ffort to repalr them so
far as human energy and good will can

do #0, Why, then, resurrect the'r
baneful memory and harp upon It?
Dues the Judge Imagine for &4 moment
that he can make matters better by

bitter words und cutting sarcasm?

The common charges agalnst the
negra race are all =et forth in the
speech with a rellsh that can only flow
from uncompromising hatred. Most
of these churges are undeniable. The
negroes are woefully lazy, they are in-
elined to forget the distinctlon between
mine and thine, they shelter criminals
of thelr own blood and they are far
from belng as intelligent as the whites,
They alse show & proclivity o revert
to barbariem when left to themse
This and much more & freely admis-
tedd by the negroes’ best friends, Hut
what of It? Judge Norwood concludes
from the fact= that we should elther
return to slavery or to something so
near It that there i5 no difference dis-
cernible. The humane, Chrisilan con-
clusion the precise opposite of his.
The greater the n of sthe colored
race the more urgent our duty te It
I7 It js Ignorant we mu=t patiently In-
struct, if its morals are low we must
labor to elevate them, 1rying, not seven
times merely, but seventy times seven,
and more yet until we succead.

The two races'must manage jn some
way to live together here in America.
One would suppose that peace betwesn
them would be preferred to strife by
all concernad, and wo bellove It is by
the great majority. Tt I= certain that
nelther the humanity nor the religion
of the country will permit & return to
glnvery, or anvthing like slavery., The
volored man i our fellow-¢itizan, and
in everything oexcept soclal matters he
is the equal of the whita, or has the
right to make himezelf equal if he can,
Why, then, waste time and words
glooming and mourning over the
charms of the civilization that devel-
oped under slavery? It is gone and
gone forever. For our part we heart-

Is

ily ory good riddance te i Its men
may have been noble and itz women
beautiful, but they belong with the

past and not among the most admira.
ble things of the past either. With all
its charm, the boasted civilization of
the old South was semi-barbarous. Tt
was far from being &s much of an im=
provement on Europa snd the North
as Judge Norwood thinks,

The most curious paris of this
strange document are the attacks upon
Hooker Washington which are scat-
tered through It. Ino one place Judge
Noerwood spoaks of this great man xks
“ths fattest parasite of his race.”
Elsewhere he is “1thé sleckest begrar In
America,” and the contributors to the

{let the dead

Tuskagee fund form a “school of fat,
brainless suckers"™ He quocles a cer-
taln Dr. Graybill who was “disgusted
with the lleentlousness of tenchers and
puplls™ at the famous =chool. Wonld
it mot be well for the man who could
write =such stuff a= this (o pay some
little attention to hiz own moral con-
ditlon? In fact, would It not be well
for the entirs Bouth to take jts mind
off the negro for a while and try to
think of something e¢lse? Why not
come back out of the graveyards of the
Reballion and begin to live in tho
rweniieth century? Why not take an
active part im our present world and
world of slavery siay
dead? 1If ithe South had a sense of
humor equal to its good intentions, it
wonld perceive the absurdity of such
threnodies as Judge Norwood's retiring
speech,

LABOR UNIONS BEFORE CONGRESS.
Representatives of labor orzaniza-
tions of the country, now ut Washing-

ton to urge Congress to pass an ém-
ployers” Habllity get. with various
other legisiation for the benefit of

organized labor, passionately denounce
the Supreme Court for a recent de-
cislon rendered by it, which is said to
make “the Natlonal anii-trust law ap-
plicable to labor as If It were a trust
cimspiracy and an organization in re-
siraint of trade”

The words “trust conspiracy™” hava
an ugly sound, and are justiy odious,
A trust conspiracy flxes the prices of
commodities, culs out competition and
divides profits. A labor organization
establishes prices also, but does not
suppreas competition, since Its general
policy i= to take all worker=z into the
union who can be induced to enter, It
Iz an organization In restraint of trade
only ae (t tries Lo prevent persons from
working who are not mémbers of its
order, or to use the bhoyeotll on em-
ployers who refuse its demands.
Abuses of this kind occur here and
there, and sre to be expected, since
labor will fight, In emergencles, with
such weapons as= [t ean command,

Tha representatives of labor at
Washington are asking Congress Lo le-
gialize the boveott when used by labor
unlons. This Iz not likely to be done;
but on the other hand they who are
asking that the boveoit by a labor
organization shall be severely penal-
ized are not lkely to obtain conces-
#lon to thelr demand. There 12 & neu-
tral ground here, between the parties,
over which they.will continue to fight,
back and forth, as heretofore: because
the law never can deal justly with the
varying conditlions of such situations
and cuntesta,

Liability of emplovers and rights of
emploves can, however, be more clear-
13 defined by law, and shonld be. Many
of the states have enacted very ad-
vanced laws on these subjects! and
Congress most probably, acting under
its power over interstate commerce,
and moreover providing more exaot
regulations for protection of labor in
all work under actual direction of the
Government, will meet the principal
demands of the labor representatives,
in these particulars, It probably also
will be granted that no Injunction shall
lie against labor organizations, under
the Sherman act; which will leave the
local authorities to deal with dicturb-
ances that may arlss through sirlkes
and their conssquonoces,

MRE. HUMFPHHREY'S MISTAKES,

Congressman Humphrey, in his over-
whelming desire for a ship subsidy,
continues to handle the truth regard-
ing the subject In 8 most careless man-
ner. In the current number of Gov-
ornment, & magazine printed in Bos-
ton, Mr. Humphrey contributes an ar-

ticle on “Our Weakness on the Pa-
cific,” in which he states that “it was
the subsidized wvessels of Japun that

carried hear troops to Manchuria, that
supplied them with food and ammuni-
tion. It was the subsidized ships of
Jupan that made possible her great
victory on' land, and it was from the
subsidized ships of Japan that came
the tralned seamen that manned her
vessels of war that destroyed the great
Russian Navy.” The attention of Mr.
Humphrey hes been called to thess
and other simllar misstatements =&
number of times, but it i=s possible that
hie has repeated them so often that he
has begun to believe them himself.

It was not *“‘the =ubsidized vessels
of Japan'" that carried her troops to
Manchuria. Her transports were, with
but insiznificant exceptions, vessels
purchased on “hurry up” orders from

Great Britain, Germany, France and
other European countries, and the

most extravagant prices paid for them
were less than the United Statez paid
for some of the American-buflt “gold
bricks"” folsted off on our QUartermais-
ter's Department durlng our war with
Spain. At the close of the war with
China, Japan began placing orders
with FEuropean shiprards for warshins
gnd merchant vessels, Securing them
at the cheapest market on oarth, and
without sny hampering legislation
which forbids a forelgn-bullt vessel to
Iy the Natlonnl flag, she soon accumu-
lated a merchant marine of sufficlent
tonnage to demand the construction
of local Jupanese shipyards for repair
work, and this quite naturally was
soon followed by the building of new
ghips In Japanese yards. Someg of
thesa ships on mall routes are pald a
subsidy, but the hundreds of st=amers
which ecarry the commerce of the
country, and which carried the troops
during the war, are nearly all foreign-
bullt craft operated as business prop-
ositione

The United States needs a merchant
muarine, and Congres=man Humphrey
and every other subsldy-seeker who is
refusing to get it by the same methods
ux are employed by other progressive
nations, is remlss in his duty to his
country. There iz not a single logical
argument that can "be advanced Lo
show that thls country should not be
permitted to =ecure a merchant marine
or an auxillary fieel for the Navy by
the same methods followed by the
vountries with which we come in trade
campetition. “Japan has fully 350
merchant vessels fit [OT transport serv-

fce on the Paclfic,” =ays Mr. Hum-
phrey. This is probably. true, but if
Mr. Humphrey will secure a copy of

Lioyd’s Register he will learn that con-
sldernbly more than two-thirds of this
fleel was bullt In forelgn vards, and
the Japanesse awnerg were nol com-
pelled partially te wreek the vessels
and then commit perjury in order to
secure Japancie registry for them,

It has beean sixteen year= since Con-
gress first took =erious notice of the
biusiness of dabhbithg In “futures™ but,
with the exception of 1804, when thers
wan considerable agiiation favorable to
a law against the method of buyving
and selling grain; ete, only miid in-
tervet has been shown in the matter,

Several billls have been before the
present Congress, and the system Is |
being investigated much more thor-
oughly than ever., Regardless of the
evils that seem to be Inseparable from
the legitimate functions of the “fo-
ture™ gystem of trading, the practice is
overwhelmingly Indorsed by strictly le-
gitimate grain dealsrs and millers
throughout the country. That it pos-
sesFes  advantages of unguestionod
value to the producer as well as the
dealer s shown by the recent adop-
tion of a similar sysiem in the Argen-
tine Republic, a country in which the
produacer has aiwavs been obliged to
dump his graln on the market and ac-
cept whatever price dealers chose to
give him when it was ready to sell. In
no other way can the graln crops of a
large country like the Argentine or
the United States be marketed to ad-
vantage to all parties as profitably as
by buyving and selling for “future’” de-
livery,

Two construction gangs, one work-
ing cast and another west, will next
Monday commenge Ilaying track at
Lind, Wash., on the Chitsgo, Milwau-
kee & 8:. Paul exiension to the Pacific
Coast. Wark on the line (s progress-
Ing rapldly farther east, but this will
be the first tracklnying In  Eastern
Washington. The Milwaukee Rallroad
has pot announced its plan for reach-
ing Portland, but, as it is under the
managtment of bhusiness men, therse =
no doubt about its finding a route by
which it can onter this city. Mr. Hill
was many years discovering that a
waier-ievel grade offersd advantages
over one that leads over & lofty range
of mountains, and. as the country di=
rectly tributary to Portland and to no
other port has greater traffic-produc-
ing resourves than are found in any
other locality in the Patific Northwest,
there Is no likelihood that this port
will he overiooked by this latest line to
head for the Paclfic Coast.

Reprosontatives of the various
branches of the steel trust met in New
York Thursday, and, after discuseing
trads conditions and prices, decided
that there would be no change in the
price of steel. This maintenance of
exlsting high prices for steel, when
every other commodity except that
controlled by the trusts (including the
inbor trust) has declined, of course ap-
plies only to Lhis country. In Burope
thera have been heavy reductions In
steel, especially in ship plates;, foreign
bullders now taking contracts at the
iowest prices in ten years. As the
American steel trust, after selling &
portion of itz output at enormously
high prices, in this country, dumps
the remainder of the output on the
forelgn market at very low prices, It
is sasy to understand why the forelgn-
ors regard our high-tariff system as an
admirable policy—for them:

The slump in business last wear
came too late to spoil a record-byeak-
ing yvear in the productlon of ghlling
stock for American railroads.. During
the twelve months ending December
81 thers was constructed. exclusive of
cars anil locomotives built in railroad
shops; a total of 288,645 cars and 7362
locomotives,. valued at $477,000,000,
an increase of 25 per cent over the
preceding year. This will undoubted-
1y stund as a high record for many
vesrs o come, as business has fallen
off to such an extent that a vest
amount of the new rolling stock has
not yer been placed In service. With
s0 much money tied up in idle equip-
ment, rallroad men will be backward
about placing new orders until a leng
time after busines= agaln gets on the
up grade,

*The German troops had been sent
out Lo find Simon Koppers, the last
of the Hottentot chlefs, who is atill
hostile,” sayvs a Berlin cable, and, as
the report was supplemented by the
statement thiat the German forces lost
thirteen men Killed and seventeen
wounded, It Is apparent that they
found Simon and that he proved a
very active Hottentot.  The incident
shows that the jungles and deserts of
South Afriea’ must still prove attractive
old Mars, In lleu of confiicts more
seérious than the perfodical Central
American revolutlion or the occasional
sortie= of the Moorish bandits,

o

One of the most siriking phases of
our boasted civilization 15 the Insecur-
ity of property. No investment or In-
stitution =rems 10 be indubitably
cure. The failure of a Home for the
Arged in Chicago with the attempted
| sulclde of the Inmates reminds u= of a
perdl thit mara the happlness of mil-
lions. What would not svery careful
husband, father, friend, give for some
financial device which would secure
the comfort of Joved ones hevond per-
adventure? Many =uch are recom-
mended, but none quite meets the tost
!uf experience,

8-

The Brewers' Association seems to
have formed a large number of good
resolutions which it may be both will-

|ing and able to keep. Like other men,
{the brewers find their righteounaness
| mightily stimuluted by danger, bt if
they weed out the vile saloons and pre-
vent their return they may. save the
decant onex. [t I= corious Lo note that
they expect (o do by a silmple agree-
ment among themselves what the lew
has failed to accompli=h In every city
in the country.

Saito, ex-Minister of Commerce in
the Japunesze Cabinet, has arrived at
Seattle and will begin a campaign
among union Iabor leaders in this
cenntry with a view to securing admis-
slon of Japanese workmen into organ-
ized Inbor bodies. The general Im-
pression will be that Saito will discover
that even Japaness diplomacy and tact
are in a falr way to learn something
¢f thelr imitations.

It is computed that If all the Scandl-

navians in the country should wvote
with the Diémocrats they conld elect
Governor Johnson President. The

computation fs idles, first because Gove-
emor Johnson will not be nominated,
and second, beoause the Scandinavians,
being mostly Republicans, would not
vote for him if he waere.

Even with our mild climate and
matchliess environment theroe are diz-
advantages living =0 far from the At-
lantic Coast. In New York fresh czgs
are only 158 cents & doxen.

Among the very cheerfulest signs of
Spring are the taking out of a doxen
bullding permits a day in Portland.
This iz the average for March.

With the very brief declaration by
the Hon. "Finger" Connors, of New

York, the Johnson boom may be con-
#dered started,

LINCOLY AND WHISKY DRINKING

DEATH RATE AMONG THE STATES

President Had N;-—Mr for Lig or
Tehbacro.

Cittcago Tribune.

Abrahem Lincoln's attitude toward
the llgwor question was made the chiet
wespon of the anti-saloon forces vow-
terday in the rapidly increasing agita-
tion over the question Testimany
from dosens of apurces was clited to
the effect that Lincoln did not use in-
toxicating lguor and that he toolk thae
stand that the “demon rom” musl be
the next fos to be conquered in this
country after the reconstruction period.

irmarks of Lincoln in denunciation
of saloons and other matter pertinent
to  the -subject will b2 printed on
postal curds and scattered broadcast
over the state as (lie next step of the
temperance forces,

Robert T. Lincoln, son of the mar-
tyred President. was brought forward
an a wiiness that his father was a
temperance man. He was quoted by
Alonzo E. Wilson as saying:

“My father seemed to be absolutely
dovold of the taste which is gratified
by wine or llguor of any kind.”

Charles Fdwards, asecretary of the
BEdwards-Doutsch Lithographing Com-
pany, whose mother wis & sister of
Presldent Lincoln’s wife, sald:

“As # boy I remember Mr. Lincoln
coming to the home of my father,
Ninlan FEdwards, in Springfield. We al-
wa had llguors on the sideboard. 1
néver saw Mr. Lincoln take a drink,
bust T do not remember that he ever
sald anything on the mubject,

“In 1862 1 was n guest at the White
House. T remember that Mr, Lincoln
disliked tobueco, Tor” e would not let

hiz Cabinet members asmoke during
the Cabinot mectingn Seoretary
Saward used to come intd my room to

smoke. 1 have no recollection of ever
seaing the President drink at the
White House.

“Tt would be Interesting to know
whether thers was any whisky in the
iittle country grocery that Mr. Lincoln
kepl In Salem in the early days. Most
groceries of the Kind were grog shops=
hut I can offer no information as o
that part of his 1ife.”

That Abraham Lincoin did occasion-
ally take & drink of whisky with per-
sonal friends, and that he nevér used
tobmcco, are declarations made by
George B, Foster, an anttorney of
Peoria, who is at the Great Northern
Hotel

“Abraham Lineoln was a temperato
man,” said Mr. Foster, “but he would
take m drink of whisky with a per-
sonal friend@ when he felt ite need. T
bhave mseen him drink whisky under
such conditions. He did not use to-
baceo.

“] was surprized to zée the nows-
paper article declaring that Lincoin
never drank a drop of strong liquor.
He dld drink it befors me and with a
Mr. Rogerns at Bloomington in the Sum-
mer of 1831."

RACE BETWEEN TAFT AND HUGHES

Why the People Appear to Prefer One
to the Other.

Providenos Bulletin, Tnd.-Hop.

1t Governor Hughes had appeared in
publlc life before the day of Theodore
Roosevelt the people wonld almost
surely have turned to him as the one
man in the country to guide them ont
of corruptlon and greed to Natlonal
honor and falr play. But the Presi-
dent has been working toward these
ende all his life and during thls whola
time he has been In the publia view.
The people have watchisd him unceas-
ingly for many years, and thelr falth
In him Is as sirong now nms it ever
was. With such a man in the White
House it I8 only natural that Governor
Hughns, who has served but & little
over one year in public offive, i= ovor-
shadowed. He makes a worthy fol-
lower of Foosavelt, but he cannol nt
this enrly stage of hiz career compete
with him for public commendation.

Nelther = Mr. Hughes the anly
worthy follower of the Presidant. Since
the . Roosevalt standard of publie ad-
ministration has been adopted by the
people am the one that thelr servants
should mensurs up to, s=veral mon of
the highest charavter and of samluent
ability bave appeared In public Jife
One of them, and the mAn who the
Preosident thinks is best fitted to ad-
minister the affalrs of the Nation dur-
Ing the next four vears, Mr. Taft, has
had the benefit of wide experience In
goiving the greatest problems that the
country has been facing in the Roose-
velt regime, and he lacks little IT any
of the character and ahility of elther
the Presideéent or the New York Gov-
eTHoT. More than that, he has the
genius for winning the affection of
the masaes. His qualities are as much
Hked as they are admired.

Under theéese conditioms it is impossti-
hie for Mr. Hughes to win the nom-
inntion by popular demand But he

may win it if Mr. Taft does not secure
& majority of the votes on the frst
ballot and the politiclans who are cry-

ing “anybody but Taft” wunite wupon
hils chief opponent. The people clearly
prafer the Secretary of War, but {f

tiiey should be glven the Governor of
New York their disappolntment would
probably not be great and thelr inter-
ests would he wall guarded.

Do Americans Want Lower California?

Providenes (R. 1.} Journal.

A Califor Congressman wants this
country to buy Lower California. The im-
medinte promping of such a purpose ia
the advantage of Magdalena Hay as a
naval station. Although Lower Californin
is, monerally speaking., a  desolats  and
de tod streteh of territory, Magdalena
Bay !s 5 superb harbor: s wide and
Jdeep walers are protected by a nsiural
breakwater, the Island of St Marzarita,
Hoere the battieship fleet will engage In
target practice, by permission of the
Mexican government, which, however,
has refuséd its consent to small arms
practice on shore. The United States
might have taken Lower Callfornia at the
lowe of the war with Mexieco, but thers
wns no reason to ‘belleve that L would
bave been in the least usefil Mexleo
does not now find {te possession of any
material benedtt: but, such ia national
sentiment In the matter of territory, that
it is improbable that shs would consider
favorably mn offer to buy ft. As an
avaliable half-way anchorage betwesn
the west coast and the Panama Canal
the harbor could probably be made ==
viceable to the flects of the Unitad States,
eapecially In event of war.

Lady Tead, Thouaand Yenrs Old.

New York Herald,
Mrs. Spades Fooil, the iady toad in
Bronx Park, who hLad been asicep a

thousand years, has not been on speak-
ing terms with any of her tribe =ince
back In the sub-paleozolec age. Sho
want Lo slesp long., long ago and the
limestone formed about her, and a few
months sSgo a prospector’s hammer
smashed her couch. She was brought
to the New TYork Zoological Gardens
and wae watched with great interest
A week or s0 ago Mrs. Spade Foot
began to wake up and take -notice.
Hhe ate a fly or two and this was groei-
ed as the breaking of her fast of 1000
years, Now she 1s bullding a nest.

Prohibition nnd the Dissolufe Darkyr.
lowell (Mas=s) Counrier
For the first time in 3 In
not & negro in the city prison at Atlanta
Georgin, and the fact is passed to the
eredit of the new prohibitory law. No
doubt it deserves jt. The law was made
for that very purposa mnd apparsntly it
1s accomplishing what was intended. To
separate the negro from alcohol iz the
motive of Soutkern prohlbition generally,
and so jong us the colored man cap oe
prevented from forming alubs, whick |s
the white man's privilege, the =sparation
will continue. The end In this cass jus-
tifles the “means, as the dissolote darky
Eas been n serious drawback to the ad-
vancement of the South

Pul ¥ Tuberculosis Leads, bot Na- |
tion's FHeaith Bill Enconrages. |
Springfield. Mass, Republican.

The Federal census bureau s now
making yearly reports on mortality stat-
Isties from such states and citics as |
maintaln & carefully conducted registra- |
tion of deaths and the causes thereof i-
This so-called registration Area wWis Vory” |
small when ke bureau Degan its work |
seversl years ago, bul it la being oon-
stantly enlarged, sand for the report for
1908 jsaned recently it sinbraces 16 stnles,
the District of Columbia, and Tegis-
tratfon citles In non-registration states.
These states and olties had o JW06 An
estimatsd population of about {LHK000
or nearly one-half the population of the
continental United States. The registra- |
tien area is being steadily extonded. The
average death-rate for all the states in
the registration district was 161 In 15906,
compared with 163 in 106, and 163 for
the average annual rale from 1801 to
1606, -

Thesa are very low figuras. They com-
pare favorably with present death rates
in foreign countries. But 1t 18 when this
present death-rate of 181, over un area
peopled by above 40000 persons, s
placed in comparison with rates which
used to prevall in the esriier balf of the
lust century, that the progress of man-
kind In mastering the forces which pro-
duce premaiure donth in made impros-
sively manifest. Aas this census burcan
report says. “the tendency in the larger
couniriza with a population of similar
character to that of the United States
now seama toward an annual dea-h-rate
of about 15 per 100 or lese"

Next to pulmonary tuberculosis as a
chief cause of death comes pneumonin
with a rate of 143 per 100000 of popu-
Intion. followed by heart diseaso, 1307
diarrhea and entecitis, 1229%; Bright's
dlsease and nephritis, 8.8; apoplexy, T1.5,
and eancor, T8 A generally increasing
mortality rate from caneer i indicated
for areas where statistics for & series of
vears are avallable, and the report aays
that this |8 true of foreign countries as=
well, Tt = a disease ngainst whiche
medicul sclence svems to be making na
headway, and we are left as much In the
dark respecting the reasons for Its in-
creass as respoacting {ta nature and the
means of combatting it

DISPEXNSARY SCHEWME A FAILURE,

Politicians Wead = Graft and State
Paid Iigh Prices

8 O, latter In

Record-Herald,

The state of South Carclina has gone
out of the whisky business, and Senator
Tiliman's hobby, the dispensary, has col-
lapsed, leaving a pungent odor of cor-
ruption, bribery and grafi. which has
long been mumpeocted, and Is now being
exposed by exhibiting the books, which
show that the state hes been paying
from 5 to 7a per cent more for ligquor
than the ecatalogue pricea. For example,
ordginary whisky which costs 38 a casa
it any grocery has besn billed to the
state for $12; 8t Jullen claret. worth #
n case, at $8.75: Pass' ale, usually sold
for 5167 a dowen, has been billed at $2:
bottled cocktalls hawe cost the people of
Bouth Carolins 38560, when they wore ad-
vertised for 35,50, and s0 on. In the set-
tlement of meenunis the dealers linve
almost Invariably submitted to n redue-
tion, and several of them have frankly
explained thal the axcess was reqgulred
for commissions to politickans who se-
cured theam the wrade.

These exposures linyve bheen made by J.
Prser Lyon, the Attormnev-General of
the stiate, assisted by Colongl Felder, a
leading attorneay of Atlunta, who huas
Zone over the dispensary Acoounts care-
folly with experts, and has compared
avery purchase for several yeare with
the markat price of that partlenlar form ]
of west groceriess on the davy it —was
bought. The overcharges have been
regular and systematic, and it is believed
that they have been divided among the
members of the “‘plunderbond,” as the
organization is called. There i no evi-
dence to shiow that Senator Tillman par-
ticipated in the graft, bHut members of
the Investigating' commitiee declare tliat
they have evidence to show that he knew
all about 1t and refused to Interfere

Columbin, C{'Alltazﬂ

A Delphic Ltternance of Watierson.

Louisville Courier-Journal (Dem.),

1 look agnin, and what do T see? Sen-
ator Jonathan Bourne, of Oregon.
was right after 2ll; so was Tom Law-
®0n: =0 wias Bat Masterson. The
third lermers have oaptured the comn-
vention, Owing to the conspiracy of
Hughes, Falrbanks and Cannon, Taft
lost on ihe first ballot by a =ingle
vote! Then, of s sudden—{rom the
southwest corner of the hall—comes =
ripping, rushing sound—the dolega-
tlon Trom Arisonn, flanked by the deil-
egation f'rom Huawall, sounds the bold
anthem-——the wardogs of New Mexico
and Porto Ricoe are howllng—down
tha aenter alsie sweap the' leglons of
clvil service reforin, ied by Hitchoook
and Bonaparte—In a twinkiing New
York changes her vote from Hughes
to Roosevelt—Ohio cstches the infec-
tion—the solld Sout with Clay Ev-
unk In the lead; up the roar-
guard, crushlhg even Foraker and his
black horse cavalry—from the back of
the stage a seréen Is unrolied and a
banner of prearranged slectiric lghts
bhursts upon the view, and we reid in
blezing lettors—

“*Four years morn

Of Theodore—"
and, amid the blare of
the howling of volees,
ing of bands, up In the
Green shakes her bombaszine skirts
and haists her red cotton umbrella,
and saye: “"What was 1t 1 told you, vou
idlote™"

trumpris
and the
gnilery

and
"mHII 2
Hatty

ANow Bows, All Together!
Baltimore News,
Mrs. Hetty Groen says that she would

prefer her daughter marrying “a live,
energetic newspaper man® in p
ence to any dnke or count thatr
lived. here acems to ba no limit to

that woman's rare judgmeni and good
common sanse,

Bill's Bad ¥nd.
Bt. Louls Post-Dispatch.

T got a letter. parson, fFom my son awsy
ont West,

An" my heart's As hesvy as an anvil In my
breast,

Toe think the futur” 1 had 24
prowdly

Should wander the 2alh af right and
come to such an end

I told him when he loft us anly three shore
VERTE AED,

He'd find himsell a slowin' in a2 mighty
rocky row

He'd miss his fathers coonsels. and his
mothers pDra « T,

But he waz bateful and he
sueased he'd have 1o go,

I Xnow _there's hig tempiation for a
youngstér in the, Wew,

But T 1 Eht our Billy had the courage to

resist,
An® when bhe 1eft us T warned him of the
arer-walting snares,.
That e like hidden sarpents in life's paih-
way everywherns,
But Bill ha promised faithful to be kesrful,
and aligwnd

He'd build s reputation thar would make
ds mighty prooed,

But it seems ms how my counsels sort o
faded from his mind,

And now thre Loy"z In trouble af the very
worstest kind.

His lottors cmme w0 sald that T h

sort of knowed
That RBilly was a-travellng In a mighty
ror ks

rond.

But never onor imaxined he would bow my
hend in shame.

And in the dust woyd) waller his old daddy’s
Hionared name,

Jie writem from out in Dtnver,
star=a mighty short,

1 Jjast can't =il hia mather, it wogld break
her poor old heari,

An su 1 vecken, parson. you might bhreak
the news 10 her,

and the

| 8ir Willlam 8

i the

‘s been sent to Congress but bhe doesm't
m.-rwmm.

ITHIX the past few Jdavs, the
cables tell us, Engllsh authors
have, wihh praibseworthy offort,

been interesting  thewselven in public af-
faira. For lnstance, an anti-censor drm-

onstration called on a governmontal of-
Nelnl, and J, M. “Thrums" Bargie, ofien
enlled the shivest man in England, made

the opening speech, and A. Ploero and
Gllbert alno spoke ngainet
suih an unpopular officinl as & pliky-ex-
nminer,

An agitation is now going on In 1y o
secure the Jiberty of o Uitle giel who
has recently been senteneed to five yeary'
imprisomment in an  English refo
tory—~for what eause {s not made ci
and amaong thoss who have muls
representations to the Britlsh government
against this sremingly aevere sentonod arae
Eden Phillipots and Beaatrice Harmaden,
Iatter of *“Ships That Poass n the
Night” fame.

The case of Nicholns Tohailkoveks, =2
Russinn, who (s weil . nown in England
and who for a political offenze ik now n
prisoner In the fortqwas of Saints Poter
and Paul, s alwn winnlng the sympe-
thies of the literary profession over tho
sone.  Among thope foromost in the agi-
tntion 1o try to sccumm  clemency  Tor
Tehalkovsky pnd Thomas Hardy, ha aof
“Texs” fame, Mrs: Humplivey Ward and
George Merodith,

-

Jarome K. Jovome and W, W. Jacoba
are running mgninst e«ach othor hard o
sectire the crown of the pre-ominent

humarist of England. Mr, Jacohs Is mib]
ing life casily at his Easex home and says
that the only Mterary work on which he!
In 0t present engaged is o novel entitled
“Salthaven,” which is appearing =eriauay
and will ba issued In book form this Fall

Mr. Jerome s working around Brusscls
on his way back from Switzeriand, and/]
reports that he has meany Jiterary frons|
i the fire, In g fow weeks from now |
Iim promises n book of short essavs and!
in the Fall a volums heé calls **"The Pres-|
ing of the Third Floar Back.” which is
described as “collectlon of fales of al
mysticn] character.’* Mr. Jerome also|
pinna to finish before long a light, humor- |
ous novel

- - -
The Litle of Miss Sedgwick’'s new
novel will probably be “Annabel Chan-

nlee" “The weenn,'” says Miss Sedgwick,
“i= lald In England, and thema I
very dramatic=—a knot sharply unraveled
in the apace of aboiit one weoeek., There
are four characters, and no more, of |
nny mporta —Annabsl Channlce: her!
=on, Augustine: ber husband, Sir ITugh
Thannice, and anotoer woman, Lady|
Ellistoni. The story centers in the rola-|
tion of Tady Channige to her son. a|
boy of 18, and to her hustand, from|
whom =he I8 separsted.” Mize Sedz-|
wiclk 1= therafore going agaln to pro-
=ent 1he mudy of a middle-aged hero-
ine. The authoress conclodes her revala-
tons by excladming. “0 think I eannat
SAy any more, without 'gRiving awasy'
my salory

the

Sir John Tennisl was 88 the other dav,
and from hin life of retirment in Makin
Hit] can look back on a ciareer of wolder-
ful Industry. during which he drew some
50 Punch oartoons, and—a far mors
memorable feat—made the orlginal ““Alloe
in Wonderland™ [Hustriations.

- - -

Suitably enough. Herbart M. Hopkine®
new story “Priest and Pagan” will be
{ssued ar the same time as Rew.

Ington Gladden's *The Church an

orn Life” for in the wery praface Lhs
nwuthar proy says, referving to the dbe-
turbed. secif-conscious pepiod throngh
which the church |s passing. “The way
of lifs is pot obscure, and It seems nl-

maost sbrurd to Indulge the fear that the
church, after belng providentially gulded
through 80 many centuries, will fafl to
find L™

- - -

Edward Bulwer Lytton Dickens, Young-
est son of the famous nowvelist of that
name, shows that he Inherits a good alinra
of his distinguished father's humor. The
younger Dickens is a member of Par-
Hamenit in Australia, and not very long
wgn was interrupted In the courss of a
sprech he was making by a snappish
member named Wills. .

Mr. Speaker,'” sald Mr. Dickens, with
g sarcasm, “it may be remembered
pome presant that my fathar colned
aun expression which attained seme popu-

Inrity., *Barkis s willin’." The clroum-
stancen of today are such that T am
strongly tempted to reverse the pleture
and say “WilHs (s barkin'.'"™
It is hinted that Tor the time being
Mr. Willls was erished.
- - -
Myra. Frances Haodgson Bumeit's la=t
novel, *“The Shuttle,” is now ih its fifth
edition. This, according to the publishers,

brings the total copies jssued to & nBum-
her somewhat in exorss of 160,000, Tha
book = still quoted as a “besdt seller®”
From the publle library roporis it alse
rinks first in freguency of demand.
- - -

1t is relntod by those who ought to Know
thnt at n ertaln socinl gathering recently
an  enthusiastle admirer greeted Mk
0. Henry. the wife of the novellsi, who
was pregent on the occasfon, with a barst

of unconcealed delight Oh, Mk,
0. Henry." she excizimed, I have boen
just longing tor this opportunity—and I
am sure you will not deny me. Could
vou—will you—tell me why it j= that your
husband nlways dresses his hwroines In
crepe de chine™ The guery proved ton

for Mre. O. Henry, who accordingly

o0 the matter that evening to her
hughand
After a palnful interval of silenos the

novelint repifed. with & somewhat
attempt at a smile, “"Why, the faoct
my dear, théere are on
matarial used for femind
which I am personally familiar.
these Is orepe de chine and the other
vallco. Now, an thinking the matter over
carefully. it did not meem  appropriste
to dress a1 Hernlne in calfco, so T adoptsd

the simple and happy expediont of ar-
raying them all in crepe de chine.”

- - .
““The Judgment of Bye” Ix the titk

given to May Sinclalr’'s new novel, jasuwnd

simultancously by Harpers with Mr.
Howells' “Fannel and Ru thizs week,
Reprints of Thackeray's ontributions

to Puneh™ and two novels by Wilkls Caol-

s, “Man and Wife” and “T Say No"”
are also announced
- -
Tu his new work. “The Prolongation of

Life." Eie Metwchnikoff, subdirectior of
the Pasteur Institute, Parls, explains al
great Tength, in the Hght of additional
knowledge gained |n the last few years,
his maln theals that human life is pot
only unnaturally short, but unnaturally
burdennd with physical and maontn dis-

abilities. He analyzea the

disharmonies anid explaing

hoping that they may

by & rations] hygiene,
- -

mE for
countersetcd

his ro
b

by Fro-
P Ix,
Bsemi-

“Interpretation of the
fessor Goorge Holley
farmerly of (hicags Thoological
nary, <covers the eariest rabbinje Jdater-
pretation of the Ol Testiament umd Ite
fnterpretation by Philo; them e v by
Jomiw., which the author regards as of
fimdamental slgnificances, though guite
neglected In the paet, and Iis use by Lhe
New Testament writars; the interprotu-
tion of «arly Chrigtian writers from (Mlem-
ent of Rome to Iranasus; the Alexun-
drian and Syrian types of Biblical ax-
ogesin: medlasTal interpretation: interpre-
tation an practiced by tna reformers; inter-
pretation in the 1Tth and 18th centurjes;
and finally the great movement townrd &
more solentific interpretation which has
marked the pazt 30 years, The baok gives
iMustrations from early writing=, with
critieal commetite therenn, wnd s fuly
though not blindly In sympathy with
what is known as “modermism™ in ithe
mosement.




