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MORTEXTS OF POLITIH S
An  extraordinary thing has oC=-
curred In Kentocky. A Legislature

which contsins o Democratie majority
-——though the majority s but six—hns
vlected a Republican Benator, The
event & nol much In Itself, but in its
suggostions It = almost astounding.
iTour Democratic members of the Leg-
Isliture voted for Bradley, Republican,
for the Unlted States Senate. It was
aftor many weeks of resistance to
Beckham, former Governor of the
state and master of the machine,

It s in part n revolt pgainst ma-
chine polivics. and in part & protest by
a very powerful body of voters, who
hitherto have acted with the Demo-
cratic party, against the attempt of
the Beckham machine 1o convert the
opposition (o the liguor Interest into a

political and  partisan agency for Its
OWD  PuUrposes. The present resalt
raises the questlon st once whother

Kentucky s to be a prohibition state,
ar not.

Jefferson County, in which the City
of Loulsviile sitaated, is naturally
n Democratic county. It was Confed-
orzte In sentimoent during the war, and

in

Eave no vole to Liacoln &t all
Through the whole period of recon-
pitruction and for many years after-

ward it was almopnt solidly Democratic.
Lator, the Repuablican party began to
build up;, and tha gold standard in
15886 fumished an tssue on which the
vois of the city for the first tims wns

Republican But.: this issue sattled,
the ity and state dropped back into
the Democratic column. Bryan conr-
ried the state In 1800; Parker carried
it In 1004 JefMarpan County (Inelud-
ing the City of Loulsville) guve Par-

Eer a strong majority; but in the elec-
tion of last Navember the Republican
candidata for Governor carrled the
county by nearly 10,000 Tet the
Democrazic candidates for the
Legislature, or mosEt of them,
were elected. Three of these have
now voted for Bradley, Repub-
lican, for Senator. One Democratic
member from another gounty joined
thoem.
Cnly a profoundly disturbing force
causa could produce such results
us these. In A eity hitherto Demo-
cratiec the Hepublican candidate for
the office of Governor recelves nearly
10,000 majority; vet Democratic candl-
dates for the Legialature are elected.
But they are elected In opposition to
the Democratlc machine, &nd after
leng effort to heat the boss or master
of the machine, they unite with the
Republican members and elect a Re-
publican Senator. The cause, or moy-
ing force, lying behind this result and
Bringing 1t to pass was the effort of the
Democratic machine use the anti-
liguor or prohibition forces of the
mtate for Its purposes, A machine, ar-
bitrary and odious, formed an alllance
with the prohibitioniats. Kentucky is
not rTipe for this sort of polities,
County local option will he accepted,
but genaral prohibition will not
Kentucky, on it= northern bhorder,
lying oppoaite Ohlo and Indiana, has=
a very powsrful element composed of
Germans and othars of forelgn extrac-
tion. The mistake has beon made by
tha managers of the Damocratic ma-
chine of supposing these people, in the
r.nw of party, would stand for the
olent restrictions of prohibition.
Among the native element there also
e wide revalt. Note the protest from
the Louisvilie Courier-Journal, pub-
liahed In The Oregonian of yvesterday,
The effort has been, says Watterson,
**to get the prohibition question Inta
religion, then into poiitics, knd finaily
to make It an agent of universal cor-
ruption.” ‘The red-nosed angel who
plays prohibition six days in the weak
awnd getz drunk on Sunday, a familiar
figure in those states whers the iasue
has got Into politics,” has -appeared,
He says, In Kenwucky.

ar
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stiate. For Kentucky, though it hasn't
baén consuming more liguor in pro-
portion to (ta population than It
| nelghbors, hae been rather open and
free in the use of lguoors, and has
been accustomed to a great deal of
“per=onal liberty” in sale and con-
sumption. Besides, the state has an
enormous indostry in the manufacture,
and In varlous adjunety of {t. The ex-
cise pald to ths United States upon
liquors produced In Kentucky amounts
to the prodiglous sum of 320,000,000
a vear. Enormous Interests are corro-
lated with such an Industry. “Prohi-
bition In Kentucky,” says the Courier-
Journal, “means the confizcation of a
hundred millions of property values
and Increase aof taxation everywhere.”

It Is not to. ba supposed that prohi-
bition will carry In KHentucky. PBut
the political quarrel over the guestion
muny become x métter of National Im-
portance. The rigne are thar it will
take Kentucky out of the Democritic
column in the coming Presldential
election, and become & factor in break-
ing up Democratic rule in the Solid
South. Likewiss it may have similar
effect on some, of the Repubiioan
states of the North; but perhaps not
now. -
Exceedingly subtle and strange. and
beyond power of forecast or divination,
are the action, Interaction and reaction
of the multifarious forces of human
soclety on each other., A political
boss attempts to use and convert the
antl-liquor sentiment of his state to
his ambitions purposes, and loges the
very thing he-i=s striving for; while the
effect on parties, and on the lquor
question itself, no one can foreses, but
probably it will be much wider than
his stite, and may make changes (n
tho course of National politics. No.
others ara gulcker to se¢n ths possible
efMects and resulls of this Kentucky
incident, on Natlonal politics, than
Mr. Bryan and other leadera of the
Democratic party.

But it |8 not the first time 8 Repub-
llean Senator has been elected by
Democratic votes. Simon Cameron
was 30 elecled in Pennsylvanla In 1856.
Three Democratic members of the
Legislature, declaring themsealves un-
alterably opposad to extension of slav-
ery, or (0 measurés looking even pos-
gibly 1o that end, refused to vote for
the candidate of their party, who was
commlited to the pro-slavery regime,
and Jjoined the Republican members
in the election of Cameron, Parties
and politics are again in flux and tran-
sition now, but without any Hne of di-
vision so clear as that which began
to manifest itself when the era that led
up to the Clvil War began.

{nf this ls pretty serious for such &
|
|
|

PFORTLAND'S REMAERKARLE GROWTE.

The Swift Packing Company is still
adding to itz already large holdings in
thiz ¢ity, and the elaborite plans for
the blg plant are becoming more
known. This enterprise is In i3 line,
the most prominent industrial under-
taking with which Portland has ever
bean favorad, but it is only ona of &
large number of cauvses which are con-
tributing to the placing of Portland
in an !mpregnable trade position for
all tim#e, The compiction of the North
Bank road, and the opening up of the
Willnmetta Valley by electric lines, to-
gether with the surly completion of &
number of other trangportation proj-
ects, will draw an increased volume
of trade from all directions.

The tangible and Indisputable evi-
dence of this development of nesw
trade fAelds, and of the Improvement

i business In those already partly de-
veloped, 4s shown in bank clearings,
cusioms receipts, bullding permits,
postoffice recelpts, exports and im-
ports and In practically every feature
of our economic system. The recent
financlal! trouble was National in l=
extent, and with few exceptions all
lines of business show fome decrease
as compared with last vyear. That
Portland has suffered less and recov-
¢red meore rapldly than any of lis
most prominent competitors on the
Pacific Coast is enslly demonsirated by
comparing statistics, The New York
Financial Chronicle, In itz fssue of
February 22, gives In detail the bank
clearings from all gitles In the United
Stutes for the saecond week in Feb-
ruary. In the group of Pacific Coast
cvities, the averags decrease, us coms-
pared with the corresponding week
last vear, was 323 per cent, Port-
lund's decreaspe was 152 per ecent, or
les= than one-half the avernge de-
cropse for the entire Coast group. The
decrease In Seattle was 25,8 per cent,
San Francisco 381 per oent and Ta-
comn 18,9 per cont. For all glities In
the United States the decrease was 30
por cant.

The showing Tor the first weak In
February was still more favorable and
returns for the lazt half of the month
show Portland with a decrease of 22.1
per cent. while the avernge decrensae
for Los ‘Angeles, Ban Francisco and
Sesattls iz 253 por cont. The final re-
port of the Bureau of Statistics of the
Department of Commereo and Labor
has Just been veceived. In forevign ex-
ports for the vear 18607, Portland is
eredited with a gain of 78 per cent.
Puget Sound 2.8 per cent, and San
Franclsco with a decrease of 10 por
cent, Portland's increased distribu-
tive trade Is reflected In &n Increass
of 38 per coent in forelgn imports, tho
Puget Sound ports showing an in-
crease of but 17 per centi, while San
Francisco is credited with a gain of
but 11 per cent Official return= for
February are not in, but January
showed an enormous Increase over
January, 1907, in both imports and ex-
ports. Portiand bullding permits for
January were 50 per cont larger than
those of Los Angeles or Seattle, and
for February exceed those of Beattle
by more than 30 per cent.

This -demonstration by actual fig-
ures of the superiority of Portland's
commercial and financial eondition to
that of any other eity on the Pacifio
Coast could be continued Indefinitely
throughout the various features which
combine to make up the business of
the ports. All this has been accom-
plizthad withont resert ta artificial
booming or forcing. It has been a
natural, hoalthy growth, and the city
has= now attained « momentum which
cannet be checlhed by anything short
of widespread disaster throughout the
immense territory on which Portlend,
draws Jor trade. As crop fallures are
unknown In this reglon, and the lat-
ent resources are without a parallel
an¥where on earth, such a contingency
Is remota.

FRUIT-FACKING PRINECTS,

Reports of the number of fruit can-
neriss to be erected In the Willamette
Valley this Spring are gratifving in the
extreme. These canneries will provide
& market for much frult that now goes

One may well suppose that the lke |

|10 waste and for the product of new |

[ crchards and berry patches.  All pos-
sible encouragement should be glven
to enterprises of this kind, for they
help to advancs productive resources.
At the same time, a word of caution
s needed. Those whg ars going Into
& business of this Kind, especislly if
on the co-operative plan, should re-
member that it takes a lot of money to
pack a frult crop. The cost of a
bullding Is a small part of the Invest-
ment. The management must buy tin
cans, sugar, shipplng boxes and other
neceéssaries |n advance. Labor must bs
pald weekly and growera must be pald
for the raw material. All this ex-
pense must be mot weeks and perhaps
months before any cash can be =e-
cured from the =ale of the canned

frult,

While the financing of &an en-
terprisa . of - this kind doss not
pressnt an insurmountabls  obsta-

cle, the task I difficult enough to call
for some thought and planning before
the seaxson fTor active operations ar-
rives. We want canneries and we
don’t want any of them to "go broke."

PFROGRESS OF ENGILIBH.

Mr. E. H. Babbitt, in & recent maga-
zine, emphasizes the fact that the Eng-
lizsh language, though not spokan by
f greater number of people than any
other, 18 certainly the most widely-
read language In the world. “The map
of the world's literacy,” he says, “cor-
responds closely with the map of Eng-
lish. Three-fourths of tha world's
mall {s addressed in English.” Mr¥
Eabblit presents a table of the nume-
bers of psople who can actually read,
or who will learn fo read, if now too
young for the wvarious languages,
Dittch and Flemish are at the bottom
of European languages, with 5,000,
060, the Scandinavian tongues come
next with 11,000,000, and Spanish is
next with 12.000,000. Itallan counts
18,000,000, but ia surpassed by Arabic
with 25,000,000, Minor Aslatle and
minar African and Polynesian tongues
claim 16,000,000 and 2,000,000; France
shows 28,000,000, Russin 30,000,000
and other European languages, chlef-
1y Blavonie, 34,000,000. - The written
Chinese Is belleved to have 70,000,000
raaders, and German is c¢redited with
£2,000,000. But English avertops thom
all with 186,000,000 readers, and it ia
belleved that the number of readers
of HEnglish g growing more rapldly
than the numbers of all others put to-
gether.

POINTING THE GUN,

There Iz a law upon ths statute-
book which makes It a misdemeanor
for one person to point & gun at an-
other. While the purpose of the stat-
ute 8 a2 good one, It I8 manifestly In-
effective. If the gun is not loaded,
the man st whom It 5 pointed does
not think serlously of the offense and
has no desire to prosecute. If the gun
ia loaded and does not go off, he may
reproach the careless holder of the
weapon, but since no harm has result-
«d, he will'not have hils “friend"” ar-
rested. If the gun goes off, as usually
happens, the victim dies, the ¢riminal
almost loses his mind from grief, and
the bereaved famlly {8 sp sorrow-
stricken that prosscution -Is opposad
by them. So we never have prosecu-
tlons under & statute that Is frequently
violated with fatal results.

Quita likely an unwritten law wonld
be an effectlve remedy In cases of this
kind. If men at whom guns and re-
valvers are pointed *“just for fun”
would give the offender a good drub-
bing, perhaps others would take warn-
Ing and ceuse the ldlotic practice, Cer-
talnly some means should be found
tor preventing one of the most com-
mon causes of death by shooting.
Cold-blooded murders are sScarcely
more frequent than the killing of men,
women and children by close personal
friends who have such a shallow sense
of humor (hat they sce a joke in piac-
Ing human life In peril. -

RUSSIA AND ITS NAVY.

The Russlan plans for a re-creation
of the navy at an expense of $1.078.-
000,000 have gone giimmering. and in-
stoad of four battleships as & starter
this year, one big fighting machine 1s
about all that can be expected. There
Are ¥ great many reasons why tha an-
nouncem#nt & few days ago of this
billion-dollar programme failed to
throw terror into the hearts of Rus-
gla’s nelgnbors. One of thesa reasons
appeared in a St Petershurg’ cable
printed in yesterday’'s Oregonian, ex-
prossing the bellef thatthe American
plans for the fortification of Manila
“will convert Cavite into the most
powerful naval base on the Pacific,
and enable the Unlted States to inskst
upon an &ctual as well as2 a theoret-
ieal reallzation of the open door in
Manchuria,”

Prior to Russia's defeat by the Jap-
anese, the most powerful argument at
the command of the Russian govern-
ment, when It was seeking appropria-
tions, was the necessity for strong
naval power to guard its interesta In
the Pacific and enfordée Its desiré to
keep the Manchurian door closed
aguinst all comers. The fracas with
Japan, which resulted in the loss of
Port Arthur and almost everything
el=e that was Russian Ia the Far East,
nbviated the necessity for anv further
displays of naval strength in the Orl-
ent, and the admission that the Unl-
ted States could be depended on to
maintaln an open door In Manchuria
leaves the Cszar in no danger of his
trade Interests suffering, whether he
| ns » fleet or nol. Practically the
only other locallty where A Russian
fleet would bear any semblance o
anything more than a luxury is in the
Perzian Gulf, and that is already =o
f:hq\rnughh- under British contrel that
It would be useless for Russia to at-
tempt any aggressive tactics there,

The project for a billlon-dollar navy
js sald to have originated with the
Czar and 2 few of his Intimate ad-
visers, whosa nctions In the past have
resultad In more bomb-throwing than
would otherwise have been In evidence.
The Russian flsst*went down bofore
the Japs llke a row of tenpins befare
2 good bowlsr, simply because It
was poorly equipped, incompetentiy
manned and officered and wretchedly
handled. Discipline was unknown and
loyalty was missing. A= yet nothing
has been done with the remnants of
the fleet to correct these evils, and un-
til there are reforms, it would be a
sinful waste of money to bulld any
more battleships. The patient Doumas,
which js sald to be broken to saddie
and tame enough to eat from the hand
of the Little Father, might be buill-

¥

—

dozed into providing the necessary leg-
isiation for paving the way for this
billlon-dollar navy, but it s very ques-
tionable whether the project could be
fAnanced.

The Inxury sought {= too expensive,
especlally &t a tims when the world

is hearing continued reports of fam-
ine and hunger throughout the land
of the Czar. A famine-giricken peo-
ple can hardly be expected to make
heavy contributions in the way of
taxes for such a purpose, and the al-
ternative of borrowing might not be
an easy matter. Viewed from simost
‘any standpolnt, there s small Hkell-
hood that the ambitious plans of ths
Czar and his aristocratic advisers will
be carried out.

Mr., Bryvan says_ ths Republican
party is dying. Pethaps it Is. A Par-
ties do not last forever. For exam-
ple, the party of Caesar and the party
of Pompey, that tried it out on the
field of Pharsalia, are dead. And the
parties of the Guelphs and of the
Ghibellines of the Middle Ages are
dead, too. And  other parties since.
For example, the party of Jeffarson,
which made Its last stand at Appomat-
tox. Mr. Bryan still talks about Jef-
ferson; but Jefferson's notion, or the-
ory, or idea of our Government
and our National system, Is dead as
Julius Caesar, or as Cnelus Pompey,
or s both of them. The old soldier
who stood up in the meeting on Satur-
day and s=aid ha would vote for no
Democrat, because he had been obliged
to meet Democrats at the point of the
bayonet, put the whole ldea of the
difference between parties in our coun-
try during the last fifty years In |ts
concreta form.

It is exceedingly funny to find the
New York Evening Sun taking with
serious gravity the Insistence of The
Oregonian that Supreme Court decls-
fons should be subjected to revislon
through the referendum, and even the
popular initiative smployed In cases
at law. The Evening Sun judges from
this article that The Oregonian & one
of the most rabidly revolutionary®and
soclallstic sheets of the country; and
it gravely quotes the following from
the articles @s an exposition of the
spirit as it exlsts today: .

What's the constitution, anyhew? The
constitution of Oregxain was adopied when
thers were no more than 30,000 people In the
rate. There sre $00,000 now, Why should
BO000 people, most of whom are dead, by
ordiorice wnacted ity yéars ago, rule over
400,000 now, all of whom are alive?
this past, anyhow! .

What has cansed this eclipse of hu-
mor, which of coursa |s but temporary,
in the office of the Naw York Evening
Sun?

Candidates for the Benate are pub-
lishing thelr *“platforms.’” But no-
body pays attention to them. A plat-
form put forth by &4 convention of a
political party may amount to little;
put forth by a candidate on his own
account, {t Is nothing, Nohody reads
it, nobedy pays the least attention to
it. It f= simply the proclamation of
an office-zeckoer, who repre=ents no-
body but himself. Party representa-
tiom and party responsibillty are cut
aout completely by this system, These
persons who proclalm themsalves do
not represent any party. They repre-
sent nothing but thelr own desire to
get office. A party's candidate must
be represantative; and he I8 not repre-
sentative iIf he nominates himself,

*Mr. U'Ren says that when he paid
Mrs, McGrath 3300 out of $1400 due
he paid all that he ought to pay.
Mr. Kay thinks he should have paid
the debt In full. But why should there
ba & diference of opinion over o slm-
ple & mitter? What does the contract
say? Irf 3300 1= all that Mr. URen
should pay, the contract surely shows
that fact and it will bs a complete
defense for him to make the agree-
ment pubile. He should pay what he
agread to pay—nno more and no less
Above and beyvond the Statement No, 1
of the direot primary law is the great
Siatement No. 1 of life—to do sim-
ple justice to all

The spirit of Insubordination seems
to be prevalent among collegn stu-
dents these days. At Pullman the stu-
dents are warring with the faculty
over athistics: at the University of
Washington the students are talking of
dropping two members of the faculty
from the students’ association board of
control’ bacause one of the students
was “flunked” In English; at Stanford
there Is a revolt agalnst the interfer-
ence af the faculty with drunkenness
among students; at Willamstte the stu-
dents have offered an affront te the
retiring president.

Jacksonvilla has joined the “booster'
brigade. It ix an old town, and, like
most of the old towns, very conservia-
tive. It has labored under the disad-
vantage of being off the main line of
the raliroad. But it is situated In a
productlve region, has many capable
business men, and has vast and varied
resources back of {t. While the
“booster” movement Is on, that town
resolves not to be loft behind. Wel-
come to the ranks.

RHobert Nixon, known generally fo
newspaper men of the Pacific Coast,
died at Yreka & few davs ago, at the
age of 77 yeara. He had conducted
the Yreka Journal forty-six yvesrs, and
had llved &t ¥Yreka since 18556. He
was & natlve of Quebec. In the days
when Yreka was an active mining
town the Journal was one of the best-
known weekly papers of the Western
country.

Mr. Harriman collected hundreds of
thousands of dollars from the shippers
of Oregon and spent It on Improve-
ments and ocxtensions elsewhera at the
same time that his Yamhlill and Sheri-
dan line was unszafe and becoming
more dang=rous every day. Oregon
pavs the tribute not only in dollars,
but In human life and Hmb.

No American citizen, whether a Na-
tional, state, county or city offictal,
can be properly called a “‘meddier™
when he makes an effort at enforos-
ment of the Jaw. The man who defles
the lInw and persistently violates it =
littla better than an anarchist.

This is taxpaying time for 1807, but
whatever property you possessed Im-
mediately after 12 o'clock last night
must be assessed for the next collec-
tion of taxes, and the Assessor must
now begin again. Two things never
sleep—interest and taxes

J

Fruit Inspector E. C. Armstrong, of
Marion County, is demonstrating the
appropriateness of his name. He i=
wieiding an ax In diseased orchards—a
feat that requires a strong arm.

If we are not to have schoal chll-
drep on parade, let the Carnival com-
mittes arrange for a parade of defeat-

WOMAN'S STATES AND STRENGTH.

the Supreme Court,
New TYork Giobe.

The Supreme Court of the United
States recognizes a difference hetween
man and woman which some stite
courts have bosn slow. to comprehand,
while athers have indeed directly or In-
directly denled 1t In upholding the
Oregon law providing that laundries
and other concerns employing femalea
In mechanical labor may not require
such employes to work more than 10
hours a day the court places its deci-
slon clearly gnd precisaly upon the
Eround that men and wamen are un-
llke and that publie pollcy Jjustifies
dilferant police regulations for the two.

Does this not sound like clemantary
sense?T And does not the statement
that such llmitation= upon woman's
contractual powers sre Imposed not
nolely for har benefit but “also largely
for tha benefit of all" establizh o self-
evident truth and remove the question
#0 far from the reglon of contention
and deobaté as to make altempts to
drag it there again seomingly lmpos-
mible?

And yet thers has been such con-
tentlon and such difference of Judlcial
opinlon respecting this matter that a
decision even by our highest court is
not Hkely to Induce uniformity of opin-
lon all &t once. There will still be
those who will declanre, and from their
benches decide, that men and women
aro allke, that they should be trested
allko, and that it I8 an outrage and
affront—io political and legal theory—
to attempt by one lota to make the
contractual powers ol one inferior to
thoss of the other.

But it may bs confidently belleved
that In the course of time the daclaion
will work Its perfect work. The court
has reached bedrock, and legal atrue-
tures bullt upon it will endure. This
Is not to say that every Hmitatioa of
_contractual powera will not be or
should not be sperutinized with the ut-
most oare., Those who find a carte
blanche In the case, permitting them-
selves sll morts and kinds of discrimi-
nations, will be abruptly disillusion-
ized without doubt. The gutes have
not been thrown epen. The Oregon
statute Is ireated merely ns a proper
poiice regulation, and all police regu-
iatlon®, to be legal, must be properly
limited. But while contractunl rights
will be duly regarded and protected,
perhaps less omphasls—eamphasie toa
oftsn - discngenuous—will be placed
upon them In the futurs, and more pno-
tiee will be taken of tha fact that
Inws like the Oregon statute are very
seldom concalved with a view to limit
freedom of contract Thelr primary
and usually thelr exclusive purpose is
the protection and welfare of the In-
dividual snd soclety. Place the sccent
there, wheors it belongs.

Moderniasm.

Goldwin Smith In N. Y. SBun,
There can hardly, It seems to me, be
much doubt as to the meaning of the
Pope's expression “Moderniam.”” From
the days of Abelnrd and Arnold of
Breacia to those of Wycliffe, from the
diys of Wycliffs to thoss of Luthsr and

Calvin, and from thoss of Lauther and
Calvin to: ithe present time, there has
been s constant struoggie between Papal
autocracy and free thought, What 18 the
Index Expurgatorius? What was- the
work of the Inguisition?

The Syilabus I have studied, But I de

not find in It any renuncimtion, direct or
indirect, of the Papal claims to dominlon.
They seem to ma fo be still plainty as-
serted, though of course not In the Im-
perjious language of Imnocent ITI or Bonl-
faca VIII. Political intrigue, If the world
s not much mistaken, #till gobs on
through the Jesmunit, on whosas agency the
Papacy fell back when Its direct power
over governmemis had falled, The infu-
ence of the Jesull was <commonly be-
lleved to bave borme & part in bringing
of the Frinto-Cermun wair.

Hildehrand has, eéxcept in the person
and within the range of the Jesuit,
hardly sucecaeded In Iaying firmly the
foundations of his structure here. In his
own reilm the siructure seems nodding
to fts fall. With It will fall ail that hos
been- bullt on mere antagonism to |t. A
happy hour may ba coming for unity as

well as for freadom of thought.
Onog more let me say that I have
spoken against Papal aulotracy. nnt

agninst the Catholic Church. The Catho-
lie Chureh, with its Christlan {deal of
character embodisd in its Anselms, in {ts
Pascals and lts Fenelons, with its mis-
slons, !ta charities, ite ritunl, Itz church
art, would, if ths Papal usurpation were
historically detached from i, be relleved
of an unspeakable load of evil memarios

Doesn't Recognize Webster's Specch.
New York Sun.

Luther B, Little, secretary and treas-
urer of tha Republican State Commit-
tee, I8 now known as Daniel Websater
No. 2, Perhaps he hasn't the forensic
talents of the great Danjel, but in
another way he has earned the name.

At the recent dinner of: the New
Hampahire Soclety the dinner commit-
tes @&t the last moment was shy of
sponkers. W. E, Chandler and others
conldn’t come, and Mr. Littlie, & loyal
son ot the state, was drafted. He made
A specch of rounded periods and swell-

ing sloquence.
The 2060 New Hampshire feasters
were elther dazed., dumb, or—well,

never mind—but never a hand did Mr.
Tdttie gdt. Impenetrable silenes wan
his portion from start to finish, and not
till the end did he have his revenge.
He then announced:

“Gentlemen, 1 hava repeated tn you
word for word the Evrent specch of
Danie]l] Webster, our grestest mon, at
the New Hampshire festival held In
Boaton in November, 1245 and not a
mother's son of Now Hampehire here
hes recognized & word. of It

Then came the yells and shouts of
lagghter, and from that hour Mr TL.it-
tle han besn known as Danfsl Webster
No. 2 -

Some Interesting Facta

The imporis to this country of tropical
and subtropical prodocts amounted to at
jeast ISM000.000 during 197,

The population of Okinhoma s about
150000, and the Incresse !nm Oklahoma
City. the metropolle, which now has 23.-
452, has been 2328 per cent in saven years,

No Arctic explorers sver have ogolds
until thay meturn to civilization. Then,
nearly zll are prosirated by severe In-
fluenzn.

The population of Canada, arcording io
the official estimates of thet country,
was 65M90 on April 1, an inerease of 21
per cent in mix years.

Tourists complaln that Japan is getting
to be the most axpensive of all countries
to travel in. Everybody conslders for-
eigners legitimate prey.

Baturday is ths busy day of the London
firomen. In ten ysars lLondon had 2,3
Saturday fires, ngainst 1002 on Monday,
the day they wera least [frequent.

Britannis’s Liguor Bill.

London Consuiar Report,

With a total population of 4,686,121, the
United Kingdom expended for ligitors of
all kinds during 1508 ths sum of 00,881 -
3, or an aversge of J1§ per capita. Of
this amount 5187318 was spent for
beer, the quantity consumed being 22-
891,191 barrels; IS2M.F12 for spirits, or
23300402 gallons; E3.200.%1 for wine, or
12,288801 gallons, and 3729070 for other
liquors, or 0000 gallons. The per
caplia expenditure for spirits was 3582
beer $1L.35, wine 0155 and all other liguors
13 eonin. The copsumption of beer per
capita n Engisnd, Scotland snd Irelend
was JL4 25 and 11 gmlions, respectively;
of apirits O 16 and 1 gallons; of wine
0.1, 93 and 21 galion. and of other liguors

ed candidates.
5

What is politics without a conven
| Gon 2 <L

|04 9.001 and 0.1 galion.

~

—

OLD AGRE PENSIONS IN ENGLAND.

Hours of Coal Miners' Labar Also Are
. to Be Sharteded.
New York Sun.

In the legisiative programme which
the Bannerman Government has de-
termined to carry out during the pres-
ent peasion of Parllament, so far, at

least, as the Housa of Commons s
concernsd, thers are two features of
worldwide Interest. We refer to the

bill tor shortenlng the working hours
of coal miners, which ls expected to
lossen Englund's annual output of the
combustibla by about one-fifth: and
secondly, to the cld age pension bill
which, unlike the pension law of Ger-
many, will apply te every inhabltant
above a specifiad age, and, again un-
like the German law, will not make
the recelipt of a pension depend on the
preceding payment of contributions by
the beneflclury. Weo may say st once
that if the former bill is piacred ugon
the statute bBook British manufactur-
ers will he handicapped In thelr com-
petition with their American rivals,
while if such an old nge penaion
schema as we have mentioned ahall be
sanctonead In the United Kingdom it
will ba diicult If not Impossible to
prevent 3 reproduction of It on thia
side of the atiantle,

Let us take up thase proposed in-
novatloos In thelr order and mark thelr
full slgnificance. It Is computed by
experts that the blil shortealng tha
working hours of conl miners will if
It berome a law Increase the price of
<oel, already high, by at least 63 cents
@ ton. It is obwious that such a riss
in the price of fuel avit: rall with pecu-
llar severity upon the very poor, who
as it iy fingd it AiMioult to Keep them-
selves warm In Winter. But that is
not il or the worst. TIf the wages
pald by Brittsh manufecturers should
Fo up In proportion to thg advance In
the.pricd of coal, workmen, of courss,
would gain In one direction what they
would loss In another. This, however,
would not be the case. The cost of o
Britlsh mapufacturer's products would
mnnifestly be helghtened by his in-
creased outlay for coal, and If under
such a disability ha |s to eontinue to
compete with forelgn rivals, American
or European, bhe will surely feel him-
sclf conntralned to lower wages rather
than raise thdm. The temptation to
take such a courms will be intensified
bocause the present gdvernment has
repealed the export duty on British
conl which was imposed by Hs pre-
decesnor. Slneo the dale of the repeal
the demand in parts of Europe has
been s0 great that the price of coal In
the home market has undergone & re-
murkable advanca.

Now Ist us glance at the old age
penslon bill, which, it is understood,
will diffar materially from the German
precedent that makes workmen, thelr
employers and tho state contribute to
& penston fund from which contribu-
tors alone may derive any benefit. Un-
der the British projected bill every
human being in the United Kingdom
who shall have reached & prescribed
Age—this, It Is expected, will he 66—
will be ontitled to driw a certain sum
of monsy weekly from the Imperial
exthequer. How are the pensions to
be pald? Mr. Asquith, the Chancellor
of the Exchequer, anld a year ngo that
he mhould “sarmark™ or reserve a
specified fraction of the national
revenue for the purpose, but the sum
o set aside would fall very far short
of the smount needod to give even so

smail a stipend es three dollars a
week to every man and woman 65
years of age or older. How fa the

defieft to be made good? Shall great
economies be carried out In the mill-
tary, naval and olvil administration,
or shall new spurces of revenua be
tapped? The Labor party insists that
the latter courma should be followed,
and there are Indications that the Lib-
erai leaders are Inclined to acquiesce
In tha demand. That is to may, they
will get the monay required for old
age penslons by Incremsing the Income
tax and the death duties, thus making
the rich support the poor. We need
not point ouwt that If much an old age
pensiom scheme i accepted in England
there will be plenty of men in the
Uniteod Statas, as well as In France, to
clamor for a countarpart of it.

Thera t8 no civillzed poople which
has nat cause tno watch narrowly tha
doinga of the British Parlisment dur-
ing it present session.

Well, Well!

Chicage Evening Post

“Mr, Githerly." snya the falr young
fresture with the heavy pompadour and
the permanent marcells waves, “do wvonu
think that a girl {s justified in taking ad-
vaniage of loap year and proposing te a
Young man?"’

Mr. Githerly thrills with expectation,
hitches his chair closer to that occupled
by rthlrv besuteous créature and says:

“1 do.”

“Do you know,” she murmirs, “that Is
Just what I thought about you? I had an
idea you were the sort of a man who
would be afrald te take avan the slight-
est chanpo of belng rejerted.’”

And Mr. Githerly did not recover con-
sciousness until he bumped into a lamp-
post eight blocks away from her home.

Making Men Veoie Agninst

Principles,

Banton County Repuhblican.

Thore is cartainly one bad foature abeat
Statement No. 1. No hepublican shouii
e asked 10 vols for a Demoeorat
for United States SBenator, and no Lemo-
crat should de asked to vote for a asie-
publican for such offies, and should tha
popuinr vote be opposed to the majority
vote of the Legisiature this would need to
be done. Let a Legislator have a chance
to vote for the man In his own party hay-
Ing more votes than any other candidate
of his party. The Senatars should be
cleviod by the populnr vots of the paople,
but as long as the Legisinturs elects no
member thereof should 3 asked to vote
azainat the very principles for which he
stands. ’

Thelr

A FEW SQUIBS.

“Don't you think my new st s & pers
foct AL? “A 6t Why. it's & perfect con-
vulslon!”—Cleveland Leader

Temmy—""FPoy, what la oblivion?" Tom-
my's Pop—'Gstting moarried te n faumous
woman, my son”—Philadelphia Record.

The Poet—"To be A& poet one must be
poor.”” The Edilor—''Congratulations. You
are the poorest poet I sver met ™" —Cleveland
Plain Dealsr.

Wigg—""What errors thess novallets maka’
Her= the author of this hook apeaks of his
heroine as being unmanned,” Wagg—'""Mayhe
she was divarced”—Phlladalphia Record.

“In the matter of that proporty setile-
ment, Mra. Jones {reated youn meanly, didn't
she ™ I should say so! Why. she couldn‘t
have treated me any worss If ahe had boen
& member of my own femily. " —Life.

The One—""1 suppose, sir. you think I am
a fool™' The Other—"1 did think sa. but
now 1 think you mwust be a mindrsader;
therafore you cannol be & fool. and 1 beg

yardon for thinking you were"—Chicago
Duily News.
“My colleciian.” sald the numismatist,

proudly. “ls werth §10.000. And svary ealn
geauine.” “Mine’™ said the minister, sadly,
“is worth about $7.68 a Sundsy. And I
have to take my chances on the coin's being
sood."—Clevelnnd Leader.
“Eome of the greatest cinssienl com

a¥t not makte any money.” sald the guest
at the musical. *“¥Yea" amswsred Mr. Com-
rox, “that thouzht Is about tlis only thing
that gives me any comfert when I listen (o
the things they mads up"—Washington
Biar.

“You're wasting yourown time and mine*
mid the busy merchant. Imsatiently. I
shonid think yoir'd see that” “Why o™
demanded the {maurance man, “I told wyeu
som® time age thas I was [nsured 3o vhe
Umits/” 1 kndw K you did. bot & mian will

HE question of a rifte rangs In the

vicinity of Portiand has hecoms one
of Importance. not only te Iocal Ouards-
men, but to commercial organisalions and
business men. Strung pressure Is belug
broaght to bear for a sultable range, come-
venlent to the oity, and the entire Drogon
delegation, at Washington, D. C., has
taken tha matier In hand. The Portland
Commercial Club has formally taken hold
of thn project, renld E that a moderh
and sultable range means much to Port-
land In the developmeant of ellective fizht-
Ing men.

The chisf aim at this -time
troct the American fleai hers for small
armms practice, The men of the B
must have some pinee for this |
during the Summer and, of course,
be altogether unable to use an Bastern
range. Californin has nothing to ofTer
this time, nor has Washington; atthough
Doth states covet the prize which Oregon
stands an excellent chance of winning.

The Gunard Is Intorested anly to the ox-
tent of gotting a desirabie shooting gronnd
and is utllizing (he other advaniagrs
merely as an wrzument Lo get substantial
ald In securing thie range. The expendl-
ture will be $%,9, on & jow caleulation.
but thare possibly wiil ba little tronbla In
Inducing the Govermument to spend that
amount, or to secures the money locally,
pravided the right sort of a tract ean ba
found. Eevwral sirips of land are already
under conslderation, all of them eon-
wenient to Portland, but noe puartieular
ploce has been dafinitely seottied upon.

. -
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The looal troops will benefit by ostabiish-
ment of & range near Portland quite an
fully as If the range. were a ststa
; erealed for the usa of the
since the atate soldiers ars abla
to 4o their range work only on Sundays,
whils the regulars confine thelr
practics to weekilaya From the

It

ERMS

point of ‘the locsl Infuntryman a naw
TRnge l& an urgent cesulis slnoe the
strip of land back of the Oty Park. which
hax done serviee in the past |8 insurf-
clent, affording no long ranse wori; in

fact nothdng beyond 0% yards, The Pori-
land rifleman, therefore, Hnds himself at
a great disadvantage In competing with
marimmen who have _hiad the privilegesa
of 1000-yard ranges. With the now Spring-

field rifles, 1600-vard liring will also Des
come a nechasity.
The outcome of the present

movement
for & mnew 1ange s being anxious!
watched, for the outdoor season Is not f
distant and the old mnnge 8 not grea
batter than no range at all

" . .

A movament has boen started in the
Enst for the ovganization of an “Army
Lengus™ the purposa of which will be to
secure the suppori of employars of labor
In guard work |osofar as It raintes to
thelr amployes. The movement has
already assumed Nattonnl proportions and
i# to ba taken up In Orsgon sharily. An
Interesting statement of the purposes of

the lengue has been went out from tha
Masapchinetta Beadguarters. It ja as
follows:

“If the average ciifzen could knoaw tha
smount of work porformod yearly by hin

neighbor fn the Guard for the amount of
ecompanmtion recelved, he would indoed be
astonished,

“The great stumbling block tadsy In
tha making for efficiency is tho indiffer-
ence of ths average smpioyer of Inbar ™
the neads of our Natlonnl Guard, and his
attitude whan an employe wishex to par-
form camp duty. This same amployer
& generally the first (o complaln Biterly.
in tims of trouhble, of luck of protectlon
to his life and properiy. .

‘*“The organized militia of this country ia
asmuredly belng weldoad Intn such a shups
as to hecome a maost Important part of
tlie Nation's plan of defense. Tha tramsan-
dous force hehind thizs movement was a
revelation 1o the cltisen who read of the
recent deltherntions of the Interstiate Na-
tional Guard Assoclation convention n
Faneull Aall, Boston. Tha brains, energy
and high standing of the represantatives
of 40 states, coupled wilh the bhuniness-
llke methods emploved In preparing and

introducing congresaional bills, mada
an lrreaistidble movemuent towards -
clency, These pame men have been called

upon to dovise a plan to intarest citisens
who employ Guardsmen. Employers ara
to be brought to see that traluing In
tima of peace iz only A pramium paid
for a large Inwurance poliey whan troubla
comes. The National Guard Associntions
throughout the states should nod rest un-
tit every employer of labor, Iarge or small,
foinz the “Army Leagues,”” thus plodging
support 1o the land forces, which must
be relled on as an important factor in
the first line of . defense, whan troubls
ocours,”™
- - .

OfMficers of the Third Regimemt and
battery attended the funoral services of
Mra McCormnck, vesterduy afterndom.
Firmt Tleutenant McCormack, who has
been in charge of the Portiand Armaory
for mnany yeara, has the heartfelt aym-
pathy of the entire Guard in his bereave-
ment.

. - -

Company IC, of the Third Regimant, did
itsalf proud at tha annual Inspectlon,
Wednexdny night. turning out an at-
tendance of 100 por cent. Not sn offlcer
or man wns go much as tardy and itha
company made an exesptionil showing.
meating every requirement with a high
percentagn. Company K iz likely to
stand at the head of the lizt when the
comparative statoment of the standing

of the companies is mturned by Colonel
JInckson, in his forthcoming inspection
repart

Company E llkewire mads o gdod show-
fng, aithough its attendance wns nhart,
there helng only 8 per cemt of the mem-
herahip present. Those who wers on hand
rollad up high percentages in overy other
requirement, 8o that company s expected
to stand well up towurds the front In the
inspaction Teport.

L] - -

The Fourth Oregon Infantry = now
back in the ring aa a regiment. Colonal
George Yoran has resumed  command.
with Majors “Hammond and Hamliin as
battallon commanders. Tt will participate
in the American Lake moaneuvers o8 @&
roglment.

. - -

A meeting i to be called shortly by
General Fipzor to formulate and take up
a plan of eampalgn in seouring the 360,800
armory appropriation made by the Iast
Leglglsture and held up under the Initin-
tiva and refersndum. An active fght
will bs mads to sactire thils money, whidch
is an mporiant neod. “ The campaign wi
be waged with the view of bringing volers
throughout the sints to an intelligent
derstanding of the matter. Tt wiil be
shown thut the purchase of armories witl
the 0000 In guestion is a good Inves:t-
ment and that the state will ultimate
save savers] times the amount in renta
not to mention the Impetus that gunsd
work will recetve through construction of
suitabhle quarters for organjeations out-
slde Fortland.

A Fimlf Nelpon

From Puck.

Engllshman {on Atluintlc liner)—Wall,
old chap, wa&'ll sgom be engaged with
thome blarsted Yankes custom [nspectors,

Americin—You bet! And semember,. old
man, that the United Btates expecis every
man to pay his duty!

Man In Fined 50 Cents Per Oath.
Dover (Del) Dispatch.
Edward George was fined in George-
town, Del.. 60 cents an osth for swear-

szy mowi aoything to gat rid of an tasge
aguas —Fhiladolphis Fress, |

ieg, the bill amounting to $15,

.




