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ENXD THE SCANDAL.

As the time for electing delegates to
the National Republican convention
appronches thero is becoming mani-
fest an almost preternaturdl activity
in the nondescript romnant which is
called the “Southern Republlcan
party.” ‘This curlous "party” exists
in its full beauty and perfection In
ten states. Beginning with Virginia it
circles down the Atlantic coast
through North and South Carolina to
Florida; thence around the Gulf by
wny of Geoorgla, Alabamn, Mississippi,
Loulsianan and Texas to Arkansas,
which Is parhaps the most banighted
of all and the least acceasible 10 pro-
gresaive {deas ‘Thesa were all slave
states.  In all of them the negro popu-
lation s large and In every onas since
the days of reconstruction the Demo-
cratic party has (ncluded the great
body of the whites, whila the negroes

have gone by the name Republican.
The few white Republicans may be
roughly grouped Intoe Federal offfce-

holders and thosa who hopa to hold
Foderal office,

In none of thase
negroes permittad to vote mt aither
local or national elections. The col-
aored race has been disfranchised by
clever “educational’” tests, by grand-
father clauses, and the Uke, from Vir-
ginia c¢lear round to Arkansas, But
by a slngular anomaly these dlsfran-
chised negroes, with thelr not very re-
spectable while allies, are still per-
mitted full represantation in the Rea-
publlcan National conventions. Thus,
while they add nothing to the voting
strength of the party, they posscas u
voice In Its coynsels which Is excoed-
ingly Important, The Rapubllioan
party in the South cannot carry a sin-
gle state. No political dreameor I8 so
wild and impractical as to cherlah the
faintest hope that It will; and yet the
delegates from (hat abased and powor-
lesa secltion of the party may In cer-
iain probable contingencles control the
Natlonal conventlon and dietate the
selection of a Presidential candiiate.

Why this dangerous anomaly 5 tol-
ernted is & gquestion which admits but
n dublous answer. For one thing, it
has been of gradual creation. Imme-
dlately after the war the negroes wera
all powerful In the South and the
caolored delegates represented an ne-
tunl voting population. As thelr
powar gradually waned before the en-
groachments of the whites it would
have' besn ontirely logleal for the
Northern Republicans to exclode their
delegates from the National eonven-
tion, Perhaps some survival of war-
tinre sentiment posiponed this action.
Perhaps it was hoped that a Suprems
Court declslon might restora the fran-
chise to the negroes and It seemed wis-

states are the

st not to offend them by premature
maonsures of a radlcal cast. But it is
safa to say that the most powearful

reason for tolerating In the Natlonal
convention these delegntés who repre-
ment no votes has nll along been thelr
consummate  venality. They always
have been and alwayvs will be for sale
to the highest bidder. Henceo their ex-
traordinary value to politicians rep-
resenting the prodatory interests.

In his memoirs John Sherman
openly charges that General Alger
hribed his pledged negro delegutes to
desert him at the eonvention of 1888
and thus lost him thsa Presidential
nomination. The New York World
acutely comments that Mr, Sherman
omits to explnin how he got thdse
delegates to pledge themselves In the
first place. Again it ia freely charged
that Mark Hanna bought ths negro
delagates for MeKinley In 1888 by
enormour bribes, and the charge has
never been very vigorously disputed.
Now comes tho actusation that those
evil genluses who pass by the common
nmame of Biandard Ol wre buying up
the negro delegations from the South
' to use them for tho discomfiture of

convention, * Certainly somebody |
buying them up. In each of the siates
named above fromr which come delo-
gaten but no votes there is a strong
anti-Roosevelt movement which seems
likely to produca divided or contesting
delegations:. BMr. Roosevell suggosia
that the crowd out of office Ik thus
saeling revenge on the Administra-
tion; but his explanation la too charit-
able. The wretched creatures have no
money of thelr own to finance a polit-
feal revolt, Somebody s advancing
funds to them. -If it” is mnot the
Standard Ofl pirates, who is it? Who
has & stronger motlve than they to
blight the future of the Roosevelt
policles?

These %oumnm delegates, who rep-
resent nothing but their own venality
and the predatory greed of their pur-
chasers, may possibly control the Re-
publican convention, name the next
Presidential candidate of the party,
and thua determine the course of our
National pollcy for many years to
come. 'This Is ton much power for
them to possesa. They are entitled to
it neither by the votes they reprasent
nor by thelr character. It is the plain
duty of the Northarn delegates to dis-
franchise them In the convention.
This duty they owe to their party and
also to the Natlon, for the people will
not tolernte 4 sale of the Presidency.
In former. years it might have been
accomplished, but not now. It is time
for the decent majority In the Repub-
lican party to take the bull by thes
horns and end thisa scandal of the
negro delegations once for all, By do-
ing so they have nothing to loss and
everything to gain.

A PECULIAR ELECTORAL BYSTEM.

The subject of suffrage is the causa
of naw ngitation in Prussin. Discon-
tent with the system is an old story;
for Uberal I|deas there make alow
progress, If any at all. Inothersiatea
of the German Empire there |8 a8 very
fair and llberal system, but Prussia
still holds the suffrage within very
limited restrictions. Practically- the
suffrage In Prussla is based on prop-
erly regulations. The clectors mare ar-
rangad In three clusses, according to
the raspective amount of taxes pald
by each—arranged In such manner
that each category pays one-third of
the whole amount of direct taxes
Invied on the whole. A wvast mass of
population that pays no taxes has no
suffrage at all

Under this peculiar systeam the first
category consists” of all electors who
pay the highest taxes to the amount
of one~third of the whole; the aéecond,
of those paying the next highest down
to the llmits of the second third; the
third of all lowest taxed, who, to-
gother, compiete tha Iast class. This
is & genulne plutoerncy. It is deaigned
to glve the few _who eontrol large
wealth a powaer in the state greatly In
excesa of thelr numbersa,

Aguinst such & syvstem, agitation Ia
but natural; but it Is never permitted
to reach the menace of revplutionary
proceading. All popular protests and
demonstrations are fruitless, therafore.
The pollce and the army are bayond
the roach of popular appeal, and do
the work of stppression whenever or-
ders are given.

Not only s Prussla much the great-
est of the states of the German
Empire, but excesds in population as
well as In arca all the rest of them
combined. Of the 387 deputies In the
Relchstag, or commaons of the Empire,
Prussia has 216, but a3 smaller pro-
portion In the Bundesrath, which rep-
resants the Individual states. This
concession to state representation waa
a necesslty of the union. In Bavaria,
the next state of the Empire, the suf-
frage 1s on a wvery liberal basls, yet
not so0 much so as with us;-and the
samo is truoe in most or all the rest
of the German states.

Bul though there seams no hope [or
any advance towards liberallem In
Prussia 1t |s certain that agitation for
it wlill ba constantly renewed. The
demand is universal suffrage and a
secrét ballot:
siats that such policy would be dan-
gerous in the highest dogres to the
ponca and stability of the state, and
would open Germany to the attack of
nations that surround her. Such, In-
deed, probably would ba the conse-
quence; and the people prefer” home
despotism to forelgn domination, Else
the conditions would be changed right
sOOMN.

JAPAN'S STRAINED FINANCES,

The dconomic condition of Japan
has for o long time beén such sa to
cause no surprisce on the Pacific Coast
at the reports, now coming from Ber-
lin and London, regutding the money
stringsney compelling: Japaness bank-
ors to druw heavily on their European
reserves, The declaration . of peace
with Russia left the victorlous powar
in a badly Impoverished condition.
She had poured out biood and treasure
with a lavieh hand, and the spolls of
war that fell to her lot were not of a
nature easlly convertible Into cash.
But the war laft. Japan drunk with the
wine of wvilctory: tha sudden blossom-
Ing out into a world power seemed to
makes her Ught-headed, The party In
power wia unwilling to_wslt for time
to ald In repsiring the damage that
had been sustained, but heavy burdens
were Immaodintely placed on the peo=
ple, alregdy groaning under the weight
of their taxes.

It was not only deemed necessary
that the navy should be strangthenea
with many new warships, but on sea
and shore the people Indulged in a
riot of expansion not al all warranted
by the condition of their finances, The
Japanese government provided a ship
subsldy =0 generous in Its provisions
that the world was ransacked to sa-
cure hips to be enrolled under the
Japanese fag. Quite naturally, In
such clrcamsatances, they socured the
craft which were too old or expensive
to operite successfully under the Ger-
man or British fiage, with the result
that not even the genarous subaidy has
enablad them to show a profit for the
companies operating them. For the
ships built at home, the subsldy pald
was still larger, but even these vesaels
in the hands of the Japanese are far
from proving successful. It requires
just as much coal to generate a given
amount of horse-power on a Japanese
steamer as it does on one of any other
nation. -

Tha Yanksss inf the Hast have
lenrned no new tricks by which they
can carry more freight to the ton
apace than can be carried by other
steamers, and as navigators they are
easily outclasged by almost svery other'
nation representad on the -high seas
In short., Japan, in spite of her cheap
Inbor and her big subsldies, has made
a flat fallura of tho business iInto

which she has dumped Lhe largest por-

] Mr., Taft In the coming Republican ii-]nn of the milllons which have been
5

ralsad by excessive {axation and by
borrowing. Naturdlly a government
that would make such mistakes ns
Japan has made In this business might
be expected Lo waste money In other
lines. Extravagance has been shown
all the way down the Hne from ex-
cessive ship subsidies to 340 tips by
Japanese Ambassadors te American
bellboys.

The subjects of the Mikado have,
simce the close of the war, been pour-
ing Into the United States, Mexico,
Britlsh Columbia, Hawall and other
parts of the world. Thelr expenses
for passage money, and in getting set-
tled In their new homes, have been
such that they are not yset in position
to send much money back to thar
country, and Japan is also deprivea of
their Jabor and taxes &t home. Ex-
port trade with otber countries has
declined on account of stringency In
| other lands, and the purchasing power
;of the people at Home has been cur-
talled for the reagons stated. There
are i great muny reasons why Japan
should dismiss from her mind all
thoughts of war but by fur the most
potent is the decided scarcity of the
necessary ‘‘sinews.’’ The balances
which Japan l& now sald to bes draw-
Ing from Berlin, London and Paris,
ara nesded so much worse for other
purposes that thers Is not much like-
lthaod of thair belng used for war.
oven were they of sufficlent propor-
tions—whlich they are not.

THE SINGLE TAX HUMBUG.
The economic doctrine of which Mr.
Wagnon spenks so slightingly in his

to The Oregonian. It 1s accepted by
all capable writers on the subject; In
particular, If it were worth while, we
should msdvizse him (o read what

but the government in--

Sellgman, our greatest economist, has
to. say about "unearned Inecrement.”
He will discover that The Oregonian
Is by no means singular in Ita opinions,
even In that one about the rise In the
value of horges which excites our con-
tributor’s ghastly mirth.

Every farmer knows that a year
ago horses of the vlass in question
were worth twice as much as they
wore eclght years ago. They also know
that the Increment in value was due
not to any change In the horses but
to the prosgperity and economic efforts
of soclety as a whole. That is, the
rige In value was strictly .an unearned
Increment. Within the last few weeks
the value of horses has fallen off
notably. Is It becauss the animals
cannot do ns much work as they could
B year ago? Not at all. It is because
the course of our economlie evolution
has produced a "decrement” of value
precisely as It previously produced an
increment. It is the stupendous folly
of the single taxers to suppose tiat
this procers la confined to land values,
whareas It is Incldent to all values.

Happlly they refute themselves
whenever they sst out to argue, just
88 Mr. Wagnon does when he cites the
fact that clty real’estate does not now
pay its proper share of taxes: What le
there in his wonderful amendment
that would cause It to pay its proper
share? Nothing whatever, City real
estate would be undervalued If his
am#ndment should pass, quite as much
as now, and the outcome of the whola
business would be that the farmer
would have to pay a still larger pro-
portion; for Mr. Wagnon's proposed
axemption of the plutocratic manufac-
turers and the money sharks would of
coursse, make the farmer's burden all
tha heavier. There Is as prasent at least
a pretense of taxing these worthies
and the sane thing to do |8 to make
the pretense real instead of exempting
them altogather. To say that they can
not be taxed falrly is to acknowledge
ignorance of common economic faocts.
They can be taxed upon the full valua
of thelr possesslons. Thers are ways
to do it and Mr, Wagnon woulda pe
better employed in studying thoss
ways than In trying to folst so errone-
ous a scheme upon the peopla of
Oregon.

In states llke Wisconsin whers gen-
ulne tax reform hsas been pushed the
corparations pay preity nearly tha full
expense of the state government and
land is taxed only for local purposes,
Why ¢an we not do something like this
In (:‘lrﬂgnn? Then the farmer would
experience real rellef from his burdens
which we agrea with Mr. Wagnon,
are now excessive and unfalr. But to
relieve bim by Imposing the whole ex-
pense of the state upon his shoulders
iz A reform which we hope he has tn-
telligence enough to rejeet with the
contempt It deserves.

HARRIMAN'S OTHER SUITS.

With the admission of Mr. Fish that
It would require at ledast three years
to put an end to Union Pacific domi-
nation of the Illinols Central, the
Harriman-Fish fight may be consid-
ered a closed incident. Tha defeated
party, however, in capitulating with
poor grace, asserfs that when Mr.
Harriman {s compelled to tell the In-
terstate Commerca Commission about
tha transactions of himself and other
Union Pacific directors In selling to
the road stock In other rallronds, Mr.
Fish's action regarding the Tlinoia
Central will be justified. There may
be sinister revelations regarding the
Harriman methods of acquiring rail-
road property before the Interstata
Commerce Commission gets through
with Mry. Harriman, hut the point
ralsed by Mr. Flsh when he endeav-
orad to prevent Mr. Harriman from
voting Untoen Pacific holdings In 11H-
nois Central was that he had no right
to own the stock, the allegation being
that it was held in violatlon of the
Sherman act.

This: contention the court falled to
sustaip, the avidenca Introduced show-
Ing conclusively that tha IHinols Cen-
tral was not a competing line with the
Unlon Pacifie, but, on the contrary,
was necessary In completion of &
through system in which' the earning
powers of both roads might be in-
creased. The right of the Union Pa-
cific te buy this stock, or any other
stock, was granted by the charter un-
der which the Unlon Pacific was oper-
ating. But the main point Involved
in the recent docision compelling Mr.
Harriman to answer guestions put to
him by the Interstata Commerce Com-
mission was not as to control of one
railroad by another, or suppression of
competitlion by purchase of rival lines.
It was, In affect, to detéermine whather
or not Mr. Harriman had misused thas
funds of the Unlon Pacific In the man-
ner In which he seocured holdings of
stock in other roads.

By his refusal (o tell the Commis-
sion what he had pald for these stocks
and what personal interest he had in
the transaction, Mr. Harriman laft in
doubt tha question aa to whethsr or
| not he was playing f with . the

letter publlished today is not peculinr’

stockholders of the TUnion Pacific,
whose money he had been usinig. In.
compelling the presentation of detalls,
Judge Hough, who declded that the
Commission was entitled to know the
part Mr. Harriman personally played
In the deals, held that the powers
granted the Union Pacific by a state
corporation law did not give him the
right to do as he pleased with the
finances of the roafl, which, being en-
gaged In Interstate commerce, was
subject to Federal regulation. The
principla Involved in the fight between
Mr, Harriman and Mr. Fish was ma-
terially different from that with which
Mr. Harriman and the Interstate
Commerce Commission hava grappled.

The regulation of rallroads should
not be confined to the Unlted States
In yesterday's news columns of The
Oregonian appeared the following:

Yumn, Aris.,  Feh. 30—Condustor L. D.
Cook, of the Ria Gisnde, Yagqul & Paclific
Railrcad, srrived in Yume todsy. Ha reports
that Yaguis kilisd Lhree Mexican members of
hiv traln” orew bot” spared Bimael! and the
enginear boecauss they werms Americanm,

While the Rio Grands, Yaqul &
Pagific Is not an [nterstate line, and
may not be subject to the rogulations
of the Interstate Commerce Commis-
slon, It seems to be an intsrnational
affalr, and as ‘such should be com-
peiled to protect its passengers from
the dangers of riding on o road that
is short-handed becausa ths crews are
so frequentiy murdered by the Yequis.
This lateat Incident Is belleved to be
the first conceasion mades by ths
murderous redskins to the Unlted
States. In their previous exploits, they
showed a disposition to kill everyone
who was not o Yaqul.

A pouliry show is being held at
The Dalles under the ausplces of Tha
Datlles Poultry Association and news
reports of thes affair state that hun-
dreda of fowls are on exhibition.
Whether it is_fresh ‘eggs, “fryers" or
]"somathlng to fricasses' Oregon has
always been woefully short on prod-
ucta of the poultry yard, and any-
thing swhich will encourage Interest
in this negleoted . industry is wortRy
of the highest commendation. Not in-
frequently in the pnst the farmers of
Oregon have witnessed perlods when
there was little or no differsnce In
the price of a dozen eggs and that of
a bushel of wheat., The best results
from Oregon farms will not be secured
until we are producing. a sufficlent
amount of eggs and poulitry to make
it unnecessary to Import anything
from other parts of the country. Tha
poultry business is one of the most
Important features of diversified
farming,

Prohibition secored about even with
its opponents In yesterday's news dls-
patches. The Supreme Court of Mis-
sourl rendered a decision declaring
unconstitutional the new law prohlibit-
ing the sale of liguor within five
mliles of any state sducstional insti-
tution having 1,600 students. The
Lower House In the Ohlo Legislature
passed the county local option bill by
a vote of 79 to An the bill has al-
neady passad the Senates, It will soon
become & law, Other news on the
topic of growing interest was the ac-
tion of the Chicaago maltaters in noti-
fyving the Board of Trade that no firm
which directly or Indirectly assists the
Prohibition party can consistently do
business with the malsters. The in-
terest shown In the lguor issue will
soon overshadow that In tariff re-
form. Something Is belng accom-
plished In the way of prohibition and
nothing in aid of tariff reform.

7
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Ofeial announcement from Paris
that a loan of $500,000 had been made
toe Abdul Asiz for use In defenss of
his throne will hardly prove chesring
to Muley Hafid. The loan was made
Jointly by France, Germany and
Spain, and as Muley Is not In & posl-
tion to defy all of thesa powers nt
once, he will probably go way back
into the woods and resume his game
of holding up peoplse for ransom.
With such a weight of political power

as Is vested in the three countries
mentioned, it would seem that Abdul
Aziz might paucceed In maintalning

pedce In Morocco for a few weeks at

least. It is by no meansg certain, how-
ever, that elther Muley Hafld or
Ralsull wiil quletly submit to the

domination of & man with such mod-
orn ideas as Abdul Aziz has displayed.

The honorable allles from the land
of Nippon are caling our attentlon to
the friendliness displayed In checking
fmmigration from Japan to our shores.
Btatistics show that durlng January
but 871 Japanese entered the United
States, compared with B5275 for the
same month last year. The reasons
for this sudden checking In the flow of
objectlonable Immigration might hava
bean misunderstood had we considerad
only the figures on Japanese. But
when official statistics disclose the fact

that but 1729 Hungarians entered In
January, compared with 10,038 In
January, 1907, it would seam that

other reasons than a desire to keep
poeace with thls country were rosponsi-
ble for tha decline in the movement.
As yot wo have not placed the -ban on
Hungarian labor.,

Whatever Roosovelt’s purpose may
have been in sending the flest to the
Paclfic, it is clearly apparent that he
has quieted the fears of a largs num-
ber of peopls who thought Japan was
about to declare war and wipa us off
the map. Thae half-scared people are
no longer 1A evidenca,

It is announced that the Sixteenth
Republlican Congresslonal convention
of Ohlo indorsed Taft and Roosevelt.
We can understand the Taft part, but
what Is Roosevelt running for? Ohio
has no voice in the New York Senator-
ahip.

To no other states do Prosldent
Roosevelt's views on river Improve-
ment apply with such force as to Ore-
gon and Washington.

Now that wa've got the roses plant-
ed, let's clean up every front and bhack
yard In town before they begin to
blossom.

According td his latest interview,
Senator Bourne's favorite candidate
for oolleague i=s Btatement No. 1.

At the hour of going to press, W. C.
Bristol was stlll United States Attornay
for the District of Oragon.

Is it possible there i8 andther con-
spiracy ou foot ta blacken the reputa-
tion of Mavor Lane? .

H

The promised rejoinder from Mr.

is due,
Lﬁuq now -

NOT FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT.

Warnlng Vaolees Sounded From the
Stnte of W
North Yakima Republle,

Essentially, the Oregon primary law,
which has in four &r Ave years demoral-
Iwed the Republican party in that state,
is the same gs the one which has begun
to destroy the Repubilcan party of Wash-
ington. Nothing s mors sad to con-
tomplate than the delusion -which the
Tacoma News and some other papors
have, that this law [s destined to pre-
seérva the political parties. It Is trus
that the claim cannol ba sel up In this
stats ns In Orogon, that a Republican
majority in tha Legislature may be
bound to send to the United States
Benateya Democrat who recelved more
votea at the preceding electlon than his
Republlean competitor; and 1t may be
true, as the News says, that tha Ore-
gon law ‘“‘does not gcontemplate parti-
sanship to any considerable extent'
Neovertheless, both lawa ullke make Tun-
ning for ofMose a mers personal matter
with the candidate; they changes (the
nature of the contest for.the office alto-
gother, and put the candldate upon the
ticket pladged to no party or poliey
and responsible to no organization. He
goes upon the ticket a personal or fac-
tlonal momines,+ and Bs a Tule he goss
thare by a minority vote—poasibly by
the votes of his opponents instead of
by those of his friends—under condi-
tions which leave every partisan free
to vote against him at tho claction.

Here are the fundamental defects of
the syntem in both states, and they are
8o desp-seated that we think they are
a part of It and cannot be eradicated

It is absurd to say, as the Tacoma
News says, that provislons are mads
in our lnws to pressarve the partiss. Pro-
vislons are made for conventions and
parly committess, but they amount
to nothing. Evary candidste for o
pnomination runs on his own platform.
If the conventlon I 'held before the
primary and a platform (s promulgnted
—and we doubt If anybody will take
the trouble to hold conwventions at any
tima—the platform doss not Dind the
candidates. Any candidate may file hls
declaration as a member of the party
whose convention has bean held, and
ha may moke his campalgn on princi-
ples  dlametrically opposed to those
adopted by the convantion, or on la-
sues concerning which the conventinon
waos sllent, and still become the party’s
nominee. He may become ths nomines
even though the majority of the perty
indorses the convention's declarations,
for he doss not have to anye & major-
ity of the votes of his party. Ha merely
has to have mors wvotes than anybody
else, and these votsa may be given to hm
by members of the opposing party whoae
reason for votlng for him is not that they
think &im the best qualifisd man for the
offlce hs wants, but that they conslder
him the sasisat man to beat ot #the slec-
tion. If the convention be held after the
primary, every candidate |5 at libarty to
deny at that time that he Is bound, and
will do so if he thinks that tha most pop-
ular course to take. Ho owes nothing to
ths convention.

If we are to hayve satisfactory party
government we must have a systam In
which ths party's Iintegrity can .be
majntained; In which candidates sppeal
to the peopls as represontatives of a well
defined organization standing for well
dafined princlples; In which the party s
responatble 1o the people both for {ts dee-
larations and for the men whom [t puts
forward to represent it, and in which

thess repregentatives are sup)ect to the
digipiine of party.
It s no argument at all for tha di-

reot primary system, as ts sdvoontess
are fond of saying, that the old system
was not ideal. ‘Whether It was better
or worse than any other may be sim-
ply a mitter of opinion. The point at
lasue Is sphother thiz syfiem s & good
one; whether 1t will result In clean poll-
ties, In socuring n falr expression of tha
peaple, and whether It will give us good

government,
We have alwsays meintained that |t
wiil not. We maintaln that It Is & fraud,

inasmuch ns It pretends to give the peo-
ple & povwer which sama contend haa been
wsurped by the boxges, while as a matter
of fnct it will take away from the peopla
tha vary power which It ls designed to
glive bnek to them.

We polnt to tha experience of Oregon,
whern an o reform measura it has been
an utter fullure. The News tells us why
it thinka our forehodings are uUnnaecessary,
hut It ignores axperiencs and jupgles with
facts. 1t reads into the law something
that isn't there, and constructs a pretty
theory with no more substantial founda-
tlons than s fond hopes.

THIS IS PLAIN SPEECH.

If Yonu Wamnt n Demooratic Senator,
Hleet n Democratic Leglainture,
Blue Mountain American.

If any candidates t» mo wanting in
indapendence and integrity as to
pledge himself to Statement No. 1, he

should not hava ths support of any
party, for ha belongs to none

It o leglalator he elected as a Ra-
publican it Is an Insult to his intelll-
gence even to ask him, let.alone try
to make him, vote for a Demoecrat for
United States Henator, and vice versa.
There are plenty of men In hoth par-
tles whose judgment and honesty are
above cansura or doubt, and unlesa
they ars of that class they are not it
for mny offloe, while with thoss quali-
ties, Statement No, 1 != not enly un-
necessary, but an insult to tha man,

Any Republican candldate who will
pledgoe himself to vote for & Demo-
crat for United States Sanator would
agree to anything In order to secure
votes enough to he elected to the of-
flce to which he aspires.

Party cannot be aboligshed and if the
people of Oregon want a Republican to
represent them in the United States
Sonate et them eloact - mon to the
Leglslature whom they know will tn
turn elect o man of the party of which
they are a pert, but if it is o Demo-
crat they want In the Senate, why not
g0 about it in the same way and elect
a Democratic Leginlatura?

Saffragethics.
"Gotham Weskly Gazelte” EAltorial
Now York Evening AMall

First and last ws are unalterably op-
posed to woman suffrage. T is tmprac-
ticabls and useless.

But the argumont advanced that
woman's placeo i& by the aradle, the distaf®
or the gns stove {s epeclous. Man'a place,
by the same token, is by the doubls entry,
the glove counter, the ash can, the bil-
liard table, the cash regiaster. Voting does
not consume all of & man's time, as It
would not all of a woman's,

Our argument |s that man should have
a mingle exciusive privilege left. Voting
docesn’t do him a great sight of good, but
be thinks hz js s great little guy, when,
armed with the ballot, he makes a cross
somewhere. Leave him. this boon, O
women.

If women want to eaxerciss their in-
fluence, lat them counsel those who take
orders from them to vote for that storl-
Ing eftizen, Willlam Howard Taft. of Cin-
einnati and Yale.

in

As Viewed by Unfriendly Hyes.
Washington Star.
“Isn’'t your opponent a favorite son?*
meksd one Ohlo politiclan.
**Mo,”” answered the other. “He isn't a
favorite. son. He's more of n teacher’'s

pet whom the real fellows want to ligl”

“tlon,

IT MIGHT SOBER BRYAN.

ingnils Says N Fas AH Other Preal-
denta Save Hoosevell.
Washingtion Pont.

M. E. Ingalls. af Connecticut, president
of the *“Big Four" rmilway, thinks that
Bryan will be nominated by the Demo-
crals and that e has A good chance of
election.

“"Thara are fow Demoorats wha wvoted
for Bryan in 15% that will not vots for
bim this year,'" sald Mr. Ingalls st the
New Willard last night, "and in Lhat eine-
it will be roemembered, 10,000 votsa
would have turned the election either
way. This year he will get the support
of many Demoorats who opposed him In
1896 because of his free silver doctrines
The radical clsmant of the party ls sure
to vote for him to & man. This is & rad-
leal Whan Governor Pingree, of
Michigan, was sllve ha was looked upon
as an ultra-radical, yot If he Hved today
he would be regarded almost as a con-
servative, I dld not support Bryan In
1506 becmuse he run on o froe silver plat-
form, but I voted for him in 1200, and if
he (s nominated this year I shall agaln
support hilm.*

“"As A& raliroad man how ean you con-
sistently favor the slaction of Bryan In
view of his declared advooncy of the Gov-
ernment ownership of raliroads?' Mr, In-
gails was asked.

*Oh, Mr. Bryan has backed down on
that. If he was elected Prosident of the
Unlted States Bryan would be a much
more sober man than he appears to be at
this time. The Whits Housa will make
almost any man conservative. Roosevelt
Is the only man In hlstory who has not
heen sobered by the great offloa ha occu-
ples. 1 am thoroughly sincerd when 1 say
that I belleve Bryan will be elected. Tha
people in all parts of the ocountry e
ready for a change, and Bryan hu a fol-
lowing In every state’*

‘“Would not Judge Gray or Judson Har-
mon maks & stronger candldate than
Bryan?™

“Hoth Gray and Harmon are good Dem-
ocrats. Either one of them would make
a good race, but they ecould not get the
support of the radlcal element of the
‘pl-ll'l}‘. I fear.'

“What abvout Governor Johnson,
nesotn '’

“1I'don't know how strong Johinson would
be. He Is not so weall known ns slther
Harmon or Gray, and I do not belleve he
would be ma strong & candidate.”

“If Bryan were to withdraw frem the
race for the nomination Harmon would
undoubtedly get the Ohlo deleégation and,
I think, would have an axcellent chance
of getting the momination. 1 do not think
the faotiona] fight among the Republicans
in Ohlo will have any efféact on the Reapub-~
lloan votoe at election time. The Republic-
ans are not liks the Demovrats, They do
all thelr fighting before they nominate
thelr candldates and at election tima line
up harmonigusly, The Demecrats wait un-
til the slestion to do thelr scrapping,

“Am 1 ont of politlea? 1 never was in
politica. Some of my friends brought about
my nomination for Mayor of Clincinnatl,
and then ‘the voters butchersd me™

of Min-

MORE SINGLE-TAX BUNCOMBE.

Mr., Wagnons Makes a Few Hemarks

About Unenrued Increment.

PORTLAND, Or., Feb. 26.—(To the
Editor.}—Imx your lssmue of Fabhruary 25,
you hand a 1200-word editerinl under
the caption,: "Wonderfitl Reform.” In
which you have uséed up much of your
stock of sophistry and in so dolng you
have done violencs to your sconomic
reputation, if not to your intallsctual

First, you acknowledge that the
farmar pays 50. per cent of the taxes,
then you say: “How under the shining
sun will he be better off when hoe has
to pay 100 par cent?' and “How will
It he when he has to pay the whole
of them?

Do you think, or will you pretend to
gay, that the farmer owna all the !and
values In Oregon Do you not know
that all land In both clty and country
wottld be taxed under the proposed
amendment? Which yeu auraly do.
Then how can you say that the farmer
will have to puy all the taxes? Manl-
féstly, you are trying to mcare tha
farmer into voting to protect the land
monopolist, When you say taat the
farmer would have to pay the taxes
“of everybody elsa,” what docs the man
think of the Intelligenca of the voler
who writes such stuffY Are wou not
attempting to make the farmer think
that nothing will ba taxed but farm
lRnd? When you know that =il land
will be taxed according to ita value,
and that most of the land values are
in the Clty of Portland.

Dne block of land 200 feet square,
bounded by Washington, Alder, Third
and Fourth streets, is worth (the bmra
land), $3,200,000, and that would buy
64,000 acres of farm land st $50 per
mere, and 64,000 acres would make n
strip of land one mile wide and 100
miles long.

Everything thot (s bad carries along
with It the seed of Its own dastruetion,
and llkewine everything that Is false
carrles with It Its own refutation. For
example, you say that a horse has an
unearned increment, and you say “that
a horse could be bought for $30 alght
years ago, and that game horse would
now sell for $150."" 'This In tha Nmit—
a S-year-old horss clight yvearas ago
would now be 13 years old, and a
horse 13 years old would not Be worth
nt any time over $30, as he would be
worn out, Rnd agnin, a horse has to be
fed for the- alght years, and ail his
vanre. Bo hls value s alwaya fully
earnad by his producer or ownsr.
OREGON TAX REFORM ASSOCIA-

TION, Per H. D. WAGNON,

Prealdent.

San Franciseo n Cause.

The oveasional msention, nowadews, of
the SBan Francisco firs as one cause of the
recent exhaustion of the world's surplus
ecapital lends interest to-this summary
by Maclean & Hendarson, the English
Insuranca experts, in thelr recent review
of 107:

1t is worthy of record that the losses of
2453 lnsuranee companles at 2an Franciseo,
the greatest fire dimwter in this world's
history, wers svantually found to ba $ITH-
GOE.500, by ahout 130000 elaimanis, al-
thnugh this muat be necesmarily more or loss”
base upon puess wurk, Of thls atmount o
net losw of $ITA. 144,008 was fnourred by 05
forelgn companiss, mostly British, sdmitied
io do bustness In Californis. This fite mors
than extingulshed ths ontire undsrwriting
profits mads by the American offices In §7
YOATE.

A FEW SQUIBS,
Landiord—Washington once slept ip
bed *you ecoupied last night
more than [ cemld do—Judge.

Borrows—1 say, old man, 1 wish you
would help me out today. Busyman—
Haven't time to do it myself. bhut "Il call
the porier. John, open. the door and healp
the gentlsman out.—Chicage Dully Newn

The Naw Minirter—What ia your ides of
the proper length of & sermon, Misa Doer-
Ing? Tha Cholr Binger—WHhy, ! think It
should be Jong enough to get peopls inter-
ested and short enough to kesp them so.—
Puck.

Leslle M. Bhaw announces (hat "“Falr-
banks, Cannon. Knox, Hughes, or mysolf”
would 40 as & conseryvative Republltan can-
didate for Presidemt. It in unkind of Mr.
Shaw thue to hold up to ridicule men who
lavs pevear harmed him.—Chicage Evening
POI!

thnt
Guest—That'a

& that thera was a wvery oul-
turod sudionce at the performance of ans of
Sophogle’s plays (n New York."” “I'm not so
suure of that™ ““What makss you dcblogst*
*““Tha fact that I heard ssvorni calls for the
auther"—Haltimaore Amearioan,

Tha Biranger—Anfl who are the Murphye'
ancestors, Me! M —Ancestors? What's that?
The Btranger—I mean, who do the Murphrs
spring from? Mr. M. —The Murphys spring
froen no one They mpring nt thim.—Punch.

Dumley—Your friend, the editar, waw
good enough to glange over my posm, w0 I
hastensd to assure him that It was entirely
Aseym—And what did he may?

mler—ile -M. Ba knew that al once He
a!an't BUPROsn had cror meen it in priot

anywh ﬂa.—P‘hllmlphl-l
~
- i - 1 = . <
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BY NANCY LER

Reuben on the “Clgnrect.”™
I soon in the paper today,
Whetre a Judge down New York way
Had mades It & rule, gum!
That smoking abroad and to hum
At enny place, or enny time,
By wimmen folks wasn't no crime.

by

8o I reckon It won't be for long

Till them swells they call the bong tong
Wil strut down thelr fine thoroughfare
A puffin® up smoks In the alr,

And givin' thoe men fouws a slap,
Sayin’; “Hand me the makin's, old chap!™

S0 I calklate, at socinls and toas,

At horse shown and, their mattynees,

They'll smoke. with angel-like faces

While the rieh’ll have monygrammed
canes,

And the grandmas and old mualdens neat

Wil each roll their own clgarest

Soon young uns all over tha land
Wil smoke thelr own speacial b
And Astoria “babies ory for |,

Wil go to the back soats and ait:

Inatid we will read near and far,

“Bables ary for our Milkette Segar.”
o —

“Wever aguin'' sald Mrs. De Btyle,
“will' 1 attend & Wagnerian opea Tho
music s so disgustingly loud that it Iy
impossible to hoar one's self talk

. . .

Nevet fecl hurt if you think that a
woman on the streets I8 making faces
at you. Ehe ja merely adjus! £ veil

- - -

In the Carmack versus Carmack onss
recantly tried before the State Circolt
Court, the nattorney for AMra  Carmack

the

Car-

endeavored to show Jury

mack bhad beon gullty of scration
of flirting.

“afr. Carmack, do you recall, A e
the opposing attornesy, ‘that on siuch a
date you and Mrs. Carmack stood to-
gether on Third and Morriso itreat
waliting for a car, when n
woman poked you In the

umbralla T
Here the court interrupte

wae the purport of the
*1 am desirous of

the -defendant was gu

GO

Tp rose James Glons t T
Mye. Oarmack, *“‘Flirtatio 14
Gleason. “'Flirtation! why. 1'd il that
nssaylt and battery.'”

. . .

Many a girl hesltates the first time
ahe soes her fiance in n bathing suit

. - .

An unfortuanate feature of the re-
opening of the defunct banks s Lhe
fact that any number of hluffers who
staved aff eredltors with alleged
bank accounts have had to dig up,

. - .

Mri. Ikensteln—Mine son, I vl whip
you if I ecatch you smoking dose clgnr-
ottes agnin They =are rulnations to
your healath.

Mr. lkenstoln—Don't #cold him, Ee-
becca. If wo stunt his growth, he can
ride on de rallroad tralos ail his lire
for half prize,

- - L4

Across the street a restaurant, sa-
loon and berber ahop have opened slde
by #side. The Old Reporter remarked,
upon noticing the Juxtaposition, “Eat,
drink and he mercifol.”

. . .
The fashion papers announce that

there is to be & wave of reform In tha
dresaing of women's halr. Doubtless
A new sort of Marce]l wavea,

. - -

A Portland girl, aged waven, wan
reading aloud the [following to her
smiall brother, aged flve. *Sclentiate
kay that RBiugelbaum was thse moast
wicked dragon In the world”

‘What are sclentista?' asked the
lad.

“Oh,™ she answered hesitatingly, “oh
just plaln folks, grandma's one.™

- L -

Mr. Newfather (wearily) —It must
be time to g6t up

Hizs Wife—Oh, dld4 you hear the
clock strike 77

Mr. Newfathor—No, but the bahy has
fallen asleop.
ROOSEVLYT AND CANDNIDATE KNOX

Presjdent Commenids

Speechens,
ox rublicity
under date
you have

The Twe HRecent
The Kn
following
“'Senitor Knox,

bureay
of Whashin
made

best spenchen that have beer o Té
pent years, 1 want (o congratuists you on
them.*

In thess words President Roosavell paid
the tribute of bis commendation to the
Addre a made by Senator Knox of Par

at Kalamazoo, Ml
The firat wna
11, and was on
{ironds and the Natlonul

" dealing witls the Government's |

icy of rallroad regulation Tha
wiis dalivered before the Pittsburg O
ber of Commerce op the foliowing night,

anfl the subject was "The Futars of Con
meree.” i advocated tha improvement
by the Government upon » largs
the harbora and inland waterways of §
coMntry.

Senaior Hnox recently
White House with Judgs James B,
of Pittsburg., They were Iting
cablnet-room, which was with
ltors, when the Presid d tho
connectlng with his privite co and &
the Senator. He greeted him with
words quoted nbove.

“You mean thoey are
ﬂ‘pr“f‘he'! since your last
roplied Senator REnox to the Fr
complimentary roforonece,

“*Oh, no, 1 do not mak
tion,”" sald the Preald

The conversation betwoen
and the Senator wns heard by
#on in thes room, A&MOoNE wWinom W

scale af

cilled &t the
Young.
in th

the

grealtani
modestiy
asldant’a

tha
one,""

dny such
L.

excap-

the Presidant
FVELY . Per=

ogation from Kentucky, and
something of a sensation. Whan
vigitors came away they wers talkl
about it and commentiing opon the eam-

phatie terms of approval which tho Prest-
dent applicd tb Benator Knox's ulterances

The Young Widow.
Robert Jongelym.

Bhe s modest, hut nol bushiul;
Froe and easy, bhot oot bold
Lie an apple—ripe and maellow:
Not too young. and not oo old,

$al¢ inviting, half repuleive,
Neow advancing, and now shy;

There s mischisf In her dimple,
Thers Is danger in hor e¥e

Ehs has stodied human nature;
Shae i mchooled In all her arts; .
Bhe has taken her diploms
An the mistress of nll hoarts;
fihe oan tell the ver® momaent
When to-slgh and when to smlle:
O, a mald s sometimes charmitng:
But the widow all (he whils!

Ara you sal? how very derinugs
WIIl har handsome face becomas;

Ars yon angty? she Is wratched,
Ionoly, triendlem, tearful, dumi;

Are you mirthful? how her iaughter,
Bilver sounding. will ring out)

Bho can fure, and catoh, and play yom,
As the angler does the trout,

You old bachelors of fariy,
Whe have grown 0 pold and wiss,
Young Americans 4f twenty,
With the lJoveincka in your eves,
Yony may practies all your lessons.
«  Taught by Cupid sines the mall,
But I know a lttle widow

Whe could win and foul you all




