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A RAILROAD,

A Federal judge holding court in
Mr. Ryvan's private ¢ar at 2 o'clock
In the morning on the way from Dan-
villa to Richinond, enveloped in a
host of Ryvan and Harriman lawyers,
presents a suggestive and edifying
gpectacle, 1f the Harriman and
Ryvan crowd had not got thelr receiver
for the miserable Sexboard Raliroad
appointed with thls situation in their
favor, It would have been surprising
indecd, There no record that the
stockholders of the road were ropre-
sented In this strange judicial pro-
ceading, and very llkely It would de
them no good If they had been. Tha
whole dffalr sceemna to have heen care-
fully cut and drigd, and this sesslon
of the court, held In transit, looks
like a maneuver o carry the plan
through without thelr Interruption:
The next step will ba to throw the
road into bankruptcy, sell the prop-
orty of the sharcholders to the Har-
riman crowd for a quarter of Its
value, use the proceeds to pay off fic-
titlous debts, and leave the Investors
10 howl to the moon for their money.
Es 15t elne alte Geschichte, as the too
satirical Helne would say. 'Tis an
old, old story, and one that has been
told =0 often that it is a little sicken-
ing.

The receivership for the Seaboard
Raflroad 15 the culminating move In a
game of high finance wiich Mr. Ryan
and his gang began some five years

WRECKING

L

ago. The road was at that time un-
dér ths management of a Southern
business man of Inflaxible integrity
who had & hereditary Interest In its
wellars: The shares were owned
then, as now, r people in Virginia

and Baltimore who had sought them
nE An investment. By well-known
tricks of his thieving trade Mr. Ryan

got a hold on the property which he

paed to beat down the price of its
shares, destroy its busineas and finally
wreack It The game was played with
his ocustomury skill and somewhat
mors than his customary deaflance of
Iaw and honor. In wlliance with him
wire Harriman and the plundering
Standard Oll Interests which are just
now assajling high heaven with thesir

shrieks of injured innocence on ac-
count of Judge Landis’ fine. What a
pity they could not have spirited
Judge Landis away In one of theilr

sumptuous private curs while he was
dellberating upon his declslon. Per-
haps then would all have turned
out so differently,

This new act of high-handed piracy
is one of the most Infamous in the
long sorics of Ryan and Standard OIl}
infamles. For cold-blooded villainy It
exceeds anything In the =candalous
history of the New York =treet rall-
roads. Doubtless when the tale Is
wheén the robbery of the
£hareholders has beean consummated,
then Ryan, Harriman and thelr pals
wlll issue another appeal to the public
for more confidence v them and thelr
methods. Doubtless their organs in
New York will begin another cam-
palgn of slander against tha President
to cover thelr infamy and smother the
geent of their foulncas, They know
well how to play the trick.

Nobody expects thi= crowd to ab-
staln from robbery so long ax there is
anvthing or anvbody to rob: but one
would imagine that the courts, after
all that has been sald and done, would

it

cease to lend them the cloak of le-
gality for thelr thefts What can a
judge be thinking of who permits
‘himself to be spirited away at 2
o'clock In the morning by a gang of
corporation Inwrers intent upon
wrecking a  rallroad? This same
judge lately enjeined the State of

eorporation property;

Virginia from enforcing its laws osten-
eihly to prevent the confiscation of
will he be as
alert to prevent the confiscation oI the

IT IS HARMLESS BLUSTER.

Repeated and continuous state-
ments come that Japan ls preparing to
assert and to malntain her mistery
over the Paclfic Ocean, and that her
peopla regard the United Siates as
their principal rival. This Ekind of
thing |5 well enough, all In a psace-
| ful way, youn know; but when the Jap-
anese talk of guns and drums and
villainous gunpowder, In connectlon
with it, why, then, béllke there may
be a different thought about it.

Japan has her jingo party. It keeps
up a lot of rhodomontade, It is for
home consumption, mostly. In our
country we should say It was stuff for
Buncombe County. Behind it is much
ignorance; and yet there is Intelli¥
gence enough i(n Japan to preserve
her from the last danger of making
2 fool of herself and invoking her
| fate.

Japan has resources for 4 defensive
position, but not for an aggressive ca-
reer. With China her influence may
be considerable, and over Corea and

Manchuria it will be great. Yet any
excess may forfelt it. Japan has not
the pbysical or material resources

necessary for an aggresslve career.
She was reslly at the last gasp when
fortune gave her peace with Russia.
It is preposterous to imagine that she
will seek war with the United States;
for the first consequence would be re-
newal of the purpose and effort of
Russia to absorb Corea and Man-
churla. The Unlted States would
meet Japan at sea and Russla would
meet her on land. Her resources
wouldn't last a vear.

But. we want to let the island em-
pire of the Orient alone. It has Its
own place In the world and Its own
work to do. Nor shall we mind a lt-
tle harmless swagger on the part of
the Japanese. Let the bully boy, who
*has just found out that he Is allve,
have room to bustle in. He feels good
over it, and who can begrudge him?

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY YEARS
O

IDeath, when it comes to the very
aged, is merely the coming of a mes-
songer  long  delayed. its arrival
causes, or should cause, nelther sor-
row nor regret. The person who lives
on and on, bereft by the yeara of sight
and hearing: the friends and compan-
lons of whose youth, middle life and
even ordinary old age, have all passed
beyond call; whose round of days is
madsa up of eating without the zest of
appetite, slceping without being re-
freshad and moving about with the
help of others, may be said in all
kindness and sympathy te linger su-
perfluous wpon the stage. Reversnce
dus to age is minglod with pity for the
man or woman who simply folds his
or her limp hands and waits the tardy
summons of Nature. It is thus that
thosea who have for years heard with
cemotions of reverence and tenderness
that Mrs, Mary Ramsey Wood—a cen-
tenarian—still lived at her home in
Washington County—alert and hright
“for her age.” but blind and deaf and
infirm of hody—learned with thank-
fulness that she died New Year's day.
Life at last, after long tarrying with
this feeble, outworn body, stole gently
away without sven the jrying formal-
ity of a last “good night"—Dbut In the
dawn of the new year "in sume hap-
pler clime bade her good morning”

The work of “Grandma Wood” had
long been done. The record of the
years shows that It was well done ac-
cording to the measure of her strength
and opportunity. Prodigal time gave
her ons hundred and twenty years of
his store. Being enough and more
than enough, who shall grieve that
his largess was withdrawn?

A GREAT MISTARE.

Reports from Washington con®rm
the rumor that Congress will do noth-
ing at this session toward establishing
poatal savings banks rnd a parcels
post. In this matter it seems to be
making the blunder so often made be-
fora of preferring the Iinterest of a
small and nolsy class to that of the
country at large. The express trust
has egged on the country storekeepers

to opposse these Immensely beneficinl
measures, and together they have
frightened Congress into inaction.

The parcels post and the postal sav-
Ings banks must wait until siter the
Presidential election, {f not forever.

Of course & two-fold fear stifles the
flamling zeal of our legizlators for tha
public good. Were the express com-
panles offonded, campaign contribu-
tions would be more or less endan-
gered. Were the conntry meérchants
offended a certaln number of votes
might be sacrificed. But In thls con-
nection there are two considerations
which cannot be wholly suppressad.
One of them is that campalgn contri-
butions cannot Iinsure party success
without popular approval. The air is
swarming with signs that the Amerl-
can volter hang= to hils party by a
frightfully slender thread. The de-
feat or indefinite postponement of a
measure so much desired by the peo-
ple as the postal savings banks, for
example, will Inevitably change thou-
sands of votes. It will tend to con-
firm the complaint, now so often
heard, that the Republican party fa-
vors the special Interests instead of
the common people. In periods when
party enthusiasm Is strong leaders
can often afford to trifie with popular
wishes: but In time=s llke this such a
course Is sulcidal and the érror cannot
be retrieved by amassing of campalgn
contributlons, however generous.

We must not forget, elther, the
growing disposition of the peopla to
vote for thoss who favor thelr meas-
ures and amgainst those who oppose
them. Congress, by its Inaction, ad-
mits that the country merchants will
probably cast their votea according to
thelr interests, without regard to
party tlea, Will not the farmers do
the same? Will not the multitude
who desire postal savings banks do
the same? Very llkely the politiclans
count upon the inability of the farm-
ers and thelr sympathlzers to act as
compactly as the country merchants
can, but in all ilkellhood they are
making a mistake. Things have al-
tered greatly In this particular within
a few years. To a Congressman who
has falled to support the parcels post
the farmers are only too likely to say,
“Your action In Congress has been not
for us, but for the express trust and
the country merchants Now let
them re-elect you Af they can. We
=hall vote for somebody that will fa-

vor our interesta’
1t seems a&lmost certaln that the
policy of Inactlon which has para-

Irzed Congress Is a fatal error. Thera

ars mahy things which the country

est to passt away the time unill the
olaction i= over will please only a few
people, while it will offend thousands.
The country as & whole no longer sots
partisan success above plaln economic
advantage. The party which recelves
the voles. of the intellizgent eclectors
must earn them by valuable service.

POPULATION OF WASHINGTON.

Mr. S8am Nichols, Secretary of State
for Washington, hass again placed in
jeopardy his reputation for economy,
political acumen and diplomaey. In
the annual “Booster Book,” which is
Issued from his office, appear among
other siatistics figures glving the &s-
timated population of the state by clt-
ies and counties. Advance sheets for
the 1508 issue have been recelved, and
there iz trouble shead for S8am. Ac-
cording to his estimates, the popula-
tion of the
and only about one-fourth of tha
number Is ecredited to Seattle, the
modest estimate for that city being
240,000. This was apparently the
“directory . census” figure. If Sam
had followed that system throughout
the state, he would have saved consid-
erable money that was wasted in se-
curing figures elsewhere, and in addl-
tlon would have had the satisfaction
of knowing that he lived In a stats
with & population running from
2,000,000 to 3,000,000 people.

On this: particular point, Mr. Nich-
ols should be censured for wasting
state funds to secure Information
which the directory peopla or the lo-
cal push clubs could have given him
on demand. The jolt which his repu-
tation for diplomacy will recelve will
be even more sevors.  As an example,
we find Pullman, Wash., credited with
3000, and Colfax, lts nearest neighbor,
given 2800 population. This will be
hilariously pleasing to Statesman Mar-
tin Maloney, who runs tha hotel snd
is trying to convert Colihx Into a
Democratic municlpality, but  how
nbout Perry Lawrence, the Whitman
County Republican warhorse from
Pullman? The answer will be forth-
coming as snon as Perry can whisper
in Sam’s ear. Then *“kKecp yYour eye
on Fasco” when her c¢ltizens learn
that her population iz placed at 1200,
compared with 1500 for that of Ken-
newick,. When Sam goes east of tha
mountaing” t&¢ replace somoe of- ths
fallen props In his peolitical fence,
what excuse can he offer to the citi-
sens of Cheney (pop. 1500) for the
appearance In the “Booster Book" of
Sprague with 1700 population?

Or, coming down along the North-
ern FPuacllic, wherse the ‘southwest
combine'" has a strangle hold on state
politics, what will the fres and en-
lightened wvoters of Chehalls (pop.
5000) sny when they read: Centralia
(pop. 60007 Then there Is Winlock
(pop. 1200), 1yving closs to Castis
Rock (pop. 1400), Naturally a wall
will sweep down from Spokane (pop.
£0,000) when the citizens of thes In-
ijand burg take note that It Is Tacoma
(pop. 90,000).

And yet, laying aside thess Iittla
differences of local opinion, it may be
that Secretary Nlchols is entitled to
praise. Seattle ought (o be satisfled,
and It is extremely doubtful If search
warrants and miercscopes could re-
veal tha presencs in tho Evergreen
State of more than 1,168,898 popula-
tion. Ewven at that, carping critics
will hint that the figzures were attained
by the sysiem mentioned by a rhym-
ster as “counting noses twice, and
even numbering rats and mice.”

BILLIONS FROM THE CONSUMER.

The Department of Agriculture haa
fzsued the final figures on the cropa
for 1907, and thay show quite clearly
that the farmers of the country this
yvear have made more millions than
ever bafore. The valus of the wheat
erop alone was more than $550,000.-

000, Corn lesds all other products
with a valuation of $1,340,000,000,
while oats, barley, potatoes, rive and

other necessities bring the total valua
of farm products up to $3,408.000.000,
which is approximately $500,000,000
mora than the valus of the output
last year. It is of course, gratifying
to note the wholesale prosperity that
has eettled over the farming commu-
nity, but It Is through superficlal no-
tlce of thesea figures that we have boen
led to beliove that there are Invinci-
hla safeguards agailnst financial trou-
ble In this country.

Unfortunately for those who are not
farmers, the greater part of this added
$500.000,000 In value must be pald by
our own consumers, who also buy an
overwhelming proportion of all the
products we grow. Wheat is one of
our largest exports, and vet the for-
eignera this year will pay us for wheat
and flour little, if any. more than
$150,000,000, leaving a balance of
$400,000,000 to be collected from the
American consumer. Our exports of
¢corn are comparatively =mall, and
pork products, which might be termed
corn In a condonsed state, are also
consumed at home In quantities sev-
eral times as large as those which are
exported. And so on through the lst.
The big crops and high prices have
benefited thousands of farmers and
the added burden has fallen on mil-
llons of consumers. A shortags In
tha wheat crop In forslgn countries
Is responsible for the high prices n
this country, but, having forced the
price up, tha forelgner only buys
sbout one-fourth of our crop, and our
bwn consumers must pay the Increased
price for the remalning three-fourths.

1t Is in these vears of high prices
for farm products that the unfortu-
nata consumer can appreciats to the
fullest extent the beneficent workings
of our tarlff system. If we were
working under a regiprocal polley
which would enable our consuimmers
ot take advantage -of the rare bargains
In clothing and other necessitiea of
life that are cheap In foreign coun-
tries and high in this country, they
would ba In-2 better position to stand
the burden of high prices for wheat,
corn, pork, ete The ferelgner not
only gets our farm products at the
same prices we pay, less the frelght,
but he c¢an buy hundreds of American
manufactured artlcles for much less
money than our protectad “trusts'" de-
mand from the American consumer.
A revislon of the tarllf would have lit-
tla if any effect on the price of farm
products, but it would enable the con-
sumers of the country to save milllons
on othar necessuries of life, thus eas-
ing the burden of high-priced farm

products, Incldentally it would pre-
vent the wholesalea looting of the
American people by the Carnegles,

Havemeyers and other beneficiaries of
tha present reprehensible svstem.

Mre. Cooke, wife of the recreant
clergyman who elopad from Hamp-

entire state I= 1.158.998

husband's crime Is not agninst me,”
ghe x| reported to hawve sald. “but
against the mirl, the church and God.*”
In the usual accounting in such a case
the deserted wifé has suffered some
wrong. The Irresistible conclusion is
thet a wife who views the maltsr as
does Mrs. Cooke considers herself for-
tunate In being rid of an incubus
without effort on her part,

A case of surprising ignoranca ra-

garding the right of suffrage and the
rightful exerclse of It appears at Seat-
tlo. At the Iatest eiection there the
soldiers at Fort Lawton were permit-
ted to vote. It ls supposed thelr votes
elected the presant Mayor, Moore,
who, upon the count, had fifteen ma-
jority. Frlends of the Mayor have been
counting on a blg vote for him at the
next election, which will be held In
March prox. Buat now the City Attor-
ney Is reporied to have made the dis-
covery Lhat the soldiers st the mili-
tary post have no right to vote, nor
ever had. But, he savs, *“they may
vote In a Natlonal election”—we sup-
posa hs meany for electors of Presl-
dent and Vice-President. In fact,
they have no right to vote in any elec-
tion, unless aj{ tha place where they
lilved before enlistment. The laws of
each stdte control the suffrage, subject
only to the restriction provided by the
fifteenth amendment. We think the
laws of the State of Washington do
not allow to =oldiers of the United
States the right to vote, when they
may happen to be in garljsun in that
state.

The Bank of England rate was low-
ered from 7 per cent to § per cent yes-
terday, this action belng-the strongest
evidence that has vet appeared to con-
firm the improvement in the financial
situation. The rate was advanced to
the abnormal figure for the purposs
of checking gold exports, but it now
seems quite clear that even tha rec-
ord-breaking quantities in which the
vellow metal came to this country
were insufliclent to disarrange finances
in the Old World to any appreciable
extent, and the return of confldence
on this side of the ocean appeared
before the danger point was reached
in "England. The reduction in the
bank rate came st an opportune time,
as |t served to offset the tomporary
weakness caused by the news of tha
“Seaboard” line's difculties. This
country is rapidly getting Into a posl-
tion where all of the ranting and con-
fidence-destroving talk that can be in-
dulged In will not stay the return of
prosperity.

Count Bonl de Castellane and his
cousin, Prinee Hello de Sagan, two
“birds of .a feather,”” engaged Iin a
sireat braw! in Parls yesterday, In the
course of which they landed in the
gutter, bruised and bleeding. The
gutter was, of course, the most appro-
priate place for them In the absence
cf ‘any conveniont opening to & sawer,
but they were rescued by the police
and It is announced that a duel will ba
fought. There iz still hopea, If tha ru-
mor of the dusl Is not unfounded, for
there might be & possibllity of their
killing each other. If the affalr has
such o pleasing termination the two
gutter snlpes should die heappy in the
knowledge that at last they had done
something worth whils for thelir
COuntry.

Later accounts of the Japaness riot
at Vancouver state that the firemen
who were stabbed had, previous to the
encounter, offered to pay the Japaness
for the damags which they had In-
flicted on the bullding. This may be
used at the trinl as an extenuating
¢ireumstanca for the Japanese. It
was such an unuasual proceeding that
the brown men wera perhaps shocked
into a state of temporary insanity,
On the whnle, howaver, the situation
may be best as it |5, for had the fire-
men merely broken the window and
fled, It would have necessitated the
application of diplomatic splints and
arnica to the wounded pride of swag-
gering Japan.

The "unwritten law” of today was
written ten centuries bafore the Chris-
tinn era by & man known In the liter-
ary and rellgious world as Solomon,
In the latter part of the sixth chapter
of Proverbs he sald:

Men do not despise a thief If he ateal to
sati=fy hiz soul when be le hungry: but If he
be found he shall restoro sevenfold; be ehall
give all the substance of his house.

But who committeth adultery with a woman
lacketh understanding: he that doeth (t de-
stroyeth his own soul

A wound and dishonor shall be get: and his
repronch shall not ba wiped away.

For jealousy ia tha rage of & man;
fora he will not
srance.

He will not regard any ransom; nelther will
He rest content though thou givest many gifis.

there-
wpare. in the day of ven-

The Assessor has found $233,000.-
000 worth of taxable property In
Multnomah County. He could win
the lasting gratitude of a large num-
ber of taxpayers if he would find
buyers for the property at the figure
at which he has assessed much of the
real estate. The figures, however, go
well with the directory census, and
glve every man, woman and child in
the . city directory census something
more than $1000 each.

Shades of the mighty BEarp family,
Dan Quinn, the old cattleman, not to
mention Mr. Bat Masterson et =al,,
Colorado has closed up her gambling
games and even refused to permit a
New Year's day prizefight to be pulled
off. Here s an opening for some
twantieth century Mother Shipton to
get in and predict the end of ths
worid, with & good prospect for find-
ing some people who would belleve it

A prominent Broadway restaurant
in New York has Introduced the prac-
tiee of permitting women to emoke
in its dining-rooms. As New York
women have for years been permitted
to got drunk In public restaurants, the
additional freedom {8 not so great a
concsssion to vice as might at first be
suspected.

At this distance it would seem that
Thomas F. Ryan has not increased his
popularity by financing the Seaboard
Alr Line.

No ona has yet suggested that a
new Clty Jall and a garbage erema-
tory could ba combined on one sita.

Governor Hughss" views on reform-
ing New York's banking laws may be
applied also to Oregon.

The new twentyidollar pleces won't

“stack up." Ther never msake that
mistake with “chipa’ .

- . - i
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Nominated Agninst Him. |
New York Press, Rop.

Our judgment of the public's temper
regarding the progressive movement
begun by Mr. Roosevelt and the reac-
tionmry sttitude of thoss eloments that
are bitterly opposed. guita impartinlly,
to Mr. Roosavelt and to Mr. Bryan
alike, Is that there is not the slightést
doubt that next year the Commoner
could enrry New York against a Knox,
a Falrbanks or a Cortelyon. He could
do this, If we understand anything at
all about the sentiments of the people
of New York and of the Unliod States,
becausa they know that he ropresents
their vlews and their purposes wvastly
better than any of the other three |
whom we aye mentioned. The voters |
of the country do not, by any manner
of means, indicate that they bellove
Bryan has the capacity to do for them
the things they are detarmined to have
done hefore they rellnqulsh thelr pres-
ent mission of making political revelu-
tions, PBut they know that Bryan at
least, Is in sympathy with them, and
nothing could convince them that a
Knox, a JPalrbanks or a Cortelyou
would dream of fulfilling the resolve
of the people or of sarving their In-
terests befors the special interests. |
And the Amerlcan voters, without thes|
slightest hesitation, will choose the
man who Ias for them, though he may
lack the gifts to perform thely pro-
ETamme, over any candlidata who is
known or merely suspectad to be
agalnst the fulfillment of thelr will,

Nothing could be more foolish for
the Republiean party and more stupld
for anyhody than to ignore this vivid
truth—that Bryan will carry New York
and the country agalnst any repre-
sentative of the reactlwoarles, whoever
he may be. On the other hand, & Re-
publican committed by both word and
deed o the progresaive programme of
the American people and of a proved
capacity to get actual results, the right
results, that they ara resolved to ob-
tain, will beat Mr. Bryan in New York
and In the Nation just as surely as the

sun wlill rise and set on ¢lection day.
And in consldering much . man tha
minds of the wvoters so naturally ox-

clude ail others today that it is supor-
fluous to give a further description of
him than the mere mentlion of tha
name of Charles Evans Hughes, Gove
ernor of New York,

IOWA'S OUT-DATED SENATOR

Allison's Been There Long, and Wanis
i Sty Longer.
Harper's Weakiy.

A man who hus bean o Scnator for
nearly 40 years, or who can be if he ba
only re-elacted once more, would be a
poor sort of & man, aa politiclans go, if
he dldn't even want to keep on 'The
delight of the ghost on seting on=ite
substapea’s tombstone, “Forty yaars in
the Unifed States Sconte.” mny bhe Im-
aglned, but no ghost has ever enfored

the chiance 1o feal I Wlliam B. Alll-
son wants 3 be the man, and some
Republican aspirants of Jlowa, Com-

ming, perhaps, want him to take a well-
enrned reat In his very old daye. They
ars willlng to do his work for him. Thay
don’t know him. He naver asked any-
body to dn his job for him, and he is just
as squaraly bullt and just a8 stocky
o over He can still walk off briskly
from his house on Vermont avenus to a
dinner party or a committee meeting. He
gtill knows more about appropriation bllis
than all the Senate put together, plus the
House and its speakor. He hariis back o
long time. He moarried a daughter of
Benator drimes, who outraged Hen
Butler and pleased Justitia by voting
againzt the conviction of Andrew John-
son, knowing full well that Ben Butler
cotild turm him out of publle lfe—that is
the way virtue was rewarded In recon-
structicn days, but that Justitix could
only smila at him and make him self-
satisfied. Back In 1570 he jolned Garfisld
in thinking that the country ought to
begin to work toward froe trade, hut
atand-patting becama nove profitable,
and he 1s too andlent to go back to his
old stand with Cummins. He s on his
way to go on &o, but what s that?
Emglishmen and Germans keep on going
as long as that, and Americans éan, also,
in private life. It's only when they are
usaful to the country and to colleges that
they are takeri out of the harness in the
midst of thelr journey. Besldes, Iowans
ought to remember and to appreciute the
boon that Allison has been, to Washing-
ton soclsty for generations, When &
“pud"” gets out of French or German
talk, she can bet the diplomat a palr of
gloves that he ecan’t get a direct snswer
from “‘old Allison™ to any question he
may ask.

The Judicious George Washington.
New York Tribunte.

There are those who see awful portents
in the slgns of tha times, tq whom thas
worid, and perhaps especially this Nation,
seems going along the paths of covetous-
ness, luxury, profligacy and dissipation to
irretrievable ruln, and whg bltterly la-
ment the passing away of the good ajd
days 'of soberness, industry and thrift

Yot 120 years ego today, in the time of
the primitive and sturdy virtues of our
ancestora, so judicious an observer as
Gegrge Washington wrote to his friend
Benjamin Harrison:

If T was called upon to draw & plcture of
the times and of men. from what 1 have seen
and Beard and !n part known, I should In. one
word say that jdleness  dissipation and ex-
travagunce seems Lo have lald hold of most
of them; that speculation, peculation and
an insatiahie thirst for riches seems to have
sot the betlsr of svery other considaration
and slmost every order of men. I nerd not
repeat to you that I am alarmed and wish
to see my oountrymen roused.

Goorge Washington was*the richest man
of America, In his day. His estate when
he died was the greatest in Amorlea. He
left soms record also as & ifax-dodger.
Better not apotheosize even Georgn Wash-
Ington—though he wns a pretty good man
for his day.

When Prices Were “High.”
Buffulo Commercial,

The Rochester Democrat and Chroni-
cle notes that 4 years ago today “'sur-
prise was expressed that high prices for
gond poultry were malntained, In view
of iz abundance. Turkeys anld for § to
10 cents, chickens at § cents per pound,
geese 5 shillings each, and ducks & cents
per palr,” Thase were days in the very
darkest period of the ivili War, and
they called those ““high” pricea.

Autolst Gets Surprise of His Life.

Trenton (N. J.) Dispatch.

Dr. J. & Halsey, whoss motor car
killed a big rooster belonging to =
farmer living near Vineland, N. J., was
just pulling out his money to pay for
the bird when the farmer's wlife came
out and sald: "I was juet looking
tor my husband to kill that roopster,
Call tomorrow nnd have soms potple.”

Where He Practices Law,

Harnay County Newn.

Judge Lione! R, Webster., now serving
as County Judge, of Multnomash County,
I8 much talked of as the possible ap-
polntes for United States District At-
torney to’ succeed Mr. Bristol. Judge
Wehatar has many frlends In Harney
County who wish him guccess,

Walking the Fioor with Cryiag Baby.
Chicago Dispateh.

Judge Tuthill, of Chicugo, declded
that it s as much the duaty of a
father ax a mother to walk the floor
with a crying baby and warm the in-
fant's milk botile ut nlght.

| votars,

Dalles Optimist,

OREGON REPUBLICANXS. 1
[
|
1

Thers has been a discusslon golng on in
varfjous papers of the state for some time
on the gquegtion, “Is there a Republtc.ln
pirty in Ovegoa?' and the Pendleton Tri-
bune in showing that there is such a
party hersa goés on to enumerate the of-
fice holders of the state and ahows that
the Hepublicans elect something llke W0
per cont of them,

But The Optimist begs to take Issue
with the Tribune, and wa siy most em-
phatically that there s, no Republican
party In this state, but there are about
70000 Hepublican wvoters residing in Ore-
gon, and by exercisihg thelr franchise
they usually elect the mopst of the offi-

' clals.

But the present meaning of ths word
“party” is something bsyopd a mass of
o matier how npnumerous they
may ba or how loyal they may bo to their
beliefs; and they may belong to one of
the great parties of the Natfon, and vole
for them,
that we have such a party In Oregon.

Therp can be no party without leaders.
There can be no party without articles of
faith, usually ealied a platform. There
can be no party without an orgenization,
and i{f there e an organization of Rapub.
fieans in this state, that is a state organi-
zation, we would be pleased ta have It
pointed out to ns.

When the Rspublicans of thias state go
into a campnign they do not go Into It
with any concert of action. They do not
know what the party stands for on state
questions, they do not know who to rely
upon for leadership, thers Is no one In
authority to issus printed matter to ex-
plain to the voters what the Issues are,
and every fellow Is fighting for the man
or men he chobses, In his own way, re-
gurdiess of what the standing of his
cholce may be.

No, there s no Republican party in tna
state of Oregon, and never will be as long
ns wo have the present luws In foroe.
Mr. Geer very well knows this but he
wants an office. He wants to be Con-
gressman, Governor, Senator or any old
thing thut has got & good salary hitched
to . He is not particular whether the
people want him to be a eandidute or not,
and probably if we had a party and a
I ¥ organizsation we might say to /Mr.
Geer that we are tired of annual, poren-
nlal and eternal candidates, But Mr.
Geer knows there s no organization, and
ha knows that the rag-tag and bobtail
element which Is domyinating the political
ntmosphers of Orego™ at present llke to
be told that they are “It,"" and that they
are a part and parcel of the great Re-
publican party, while as a matter «f fact
they arn dolng all they can to bury the
party which they have already killed.

And wn say once more, withaiut fear of
contradiction, - ““There s no Republican
party in Oregon.’’

WHERFE THERE IS RoOoOM,
S L]
Here Is n Table Full of Great Informa-
tion,
Loandon Chronicle.

Another volume (the thirty-third num-
ber) of the Statistical Abstraet, izsuad by
the Board of Trade, and fust publisbed,
conteins & wealth of detail concorning
the populations, trade, Industries, ship-
ping, moans of communication, ete., of
most foreign cpuntries

As n mere sample of {ts contents, the
foliowing figures, showing the relative
density of population of various countries
per squnre mils, may ba quoted. The
figures are based on the iast census tuken
in oach oase, that of the United Kingdom,
for axample, baing In 191 and that aof
Germany In 1806; the area in square miles
i= given for each country to afford some
opporfunity for comparison:

Ar=a Dena'y

mile
Egypt proper .. T
Belglum S BAR,
Holland . ...l 43,4
. Eipgdom: ... 416
Japan .. ..een A 318.9
Itnly . aaw o
Germany

Fra : o
Russia: (Eu.)
United Siates

2,002,490
3,071,402

The United States area includes Alaskn
and Huwall. The Japanese figures are
based on tha civil reglstors, no census of
populiation having been yet taken in that
country.

In addition, estimates have been mada
of the population of soma of the coun-
tries in 1906, from which some idea may
ba obtalhed of recent Increases. That
for itha Tinited Kingdom i glven at 42,-
658,000, United Stntes 84154000, the Gor-
man Empire 61,102,000, Japan 42304.000 and
France 20,250,000,

Sennfor Bourae's Taste in Clgars.
Washington, D. €., Cor. Omaha Bee,
Senator Jonathan Bourne, who gave the

famous 3¥5,000,000 conspiracy dinner, ls a
connolsseur In clgars and clgareties. He
buys the best brands of both that can be

l

But all of that does not prove |

Literature puys—of you go high enopgi.
Grover Clevaland and the late John Hay
frequently got $i008 for 1OG-word articlen
Barrie's “Little Ministor™ has paid him
at the rate of §1 for each of jts 120,040
words, Among poets much nrger rutces
have provailed. Tonnyson's “The Thros.
tle™ cost [ts publisher $10 m word, and
Kipling got §100 for a short poem on: tiie
Russo-Japanese Wur,

- . -

An East Side bueiness man hought &
book for one of his sons as a Christmas
present, and the son performod the samea
kindly office for “Dad,"” but neither knew
the books chosen. Fach donor gacretly

thought that He bhad caught the othir's
literary teutie. Christms marniy
dawted, and when the coverings of 1}
boonks were unwrapped 1t was Jis:

that father and son had eaeh bought
| GHibert Parker's new wmovel, “The
Weavers."”

. . -

Professor Theodore Aufrecht, of Boun
who dled. recently, has Ieft a lbrary
which is especially rich iIn works on
Sanskrit and Iadic philology. A rough
catnlogue of perhaps 230 numbern hns

found, and In addition has sseveral kinds )

of & private make that are furniahed on
his personal order.” Iie has them of all
shapes, sizes and degrees of strength,
In the upper left-hand pocket of his vest
he always carries half a dozen long,
glender clgars of the very flnest grade
of Havana tobacco. They are as mild
and soothing as an afternoon slesta, The
other pockot 1s loaded with heavy, dark
cigars of the brand that delights “Ungle

Joe' Cannon, whaae standing order is
“Ta&t me have "em as sirong as you've
gol ‘em."

Then, In his gold mnd =ilver cigarette
case Senator Bowrme carries the cutest
little clgars that look as though they
were mode for “mollycoddles.” They are
exactly two and a half inches In length,
with both ends smoothed down to & nice
point, and make just about two good stift
puffs. In the other compartment of the
case the Senator carrles a mild brand
of cigareties, sach one bearing his mono-
gTam. =

Senator Bourne is very lberal with his
cholee eigars and hands them out on
every occasion. Naturally he is popular.
Many a constituent has stood patiently
for ten or more minutes, feeling sure that
the inevitable clgar would he proffered
in the end, and that it would repay him
for hia wasted time.

Print the Letter and the Reply.
The Dsllea Optimist.

Our delogates In Congross say that only
those who hava stood by the party can
hopa for offles In Oregon! Just what that
mohns we have writtan Mr. Bourne to
find out. How Jonathan has stood by
the party, class to the  party, closs
enottgh to run a knife inte its gizzard,
we all know. But now he is the very
apostle of loymlty!

Honor to m Brave Man,

Irrizgon Irrigator.

Every Oregonjan, and every man who
believes that merit should be rewarded,
hopea that the movement to advance
Colanel Jackson to the rank of Brigadier-
General will be successful. This would
he but tardy justice to a brave, noble
gnd patriotie man, to whom Orsgon and
the country owe more than can ever be
repald.

Salem S 'w A 1

The New Year number of one of the
oldest papers In Oregon consists of 22
pages in four mections, three of which
are printed on book paper and are
tull of illustrations of people and
places in and about the Capital City.
The subject-matter Iz wall written, and
typographically the Issue {3 a work of
art.

&

And It's From Hentucky.
lexingtan (Ky.) Herala,

The old query, *“What Is whinky? i=s
going tha rounds sgain. It Iz to be
hoped somehody will find out before
everything goes prohibition.

been {ssued, and may be had or Prof

Hermann Jacobl, B Nlebuhr-stry
Bonn.

- - L
In his new asntlre, *The Abounding
American,™ T. W. H. Croaland mays of

the American in London: A

him 1= n somewhnt undersi lopssly -
built human biped, with a fat jowl
straight halr, o nobby sult, a lttle rouar

white or hrown

felt hat—and a gulé
book.”™ The poor English, who were die-
covered by Mr. Croslan to have beon
overrun, by tha unspe He 8Bsol. now
find themselveas the victims of a still
more unspeakabie erican  Invas :
“No class of sociely
| will come next.,” Peo
tey, Mr. Crosliand kon
tions-against us: (1) We are rulsd by
millionaires: (2 the yvellow press: (N o
other natlon eoxports its flrdest women:
(1) having stolen a beauntl languag:
we distort It by bad » g N
Presldents;, three have
(6) Presidenl foossvell s

n ‘tacular gang «of andes

=n

zens'; (V) no function Is comple

out & reporter and o yographo

diot I8 reducing us to imordial proto-
plasms;: (2} npolse & rated hove everr-
thing except dollars: (10) ag 1 s made
A business: (11) Americans sink the!r In-

dividuality into e
Mr. Morgun s su

g and  by-products.”
nd up as “the purse-

proud money-zoatcher”’: Mr. Rockefelior
and Mr. Carnegle as “'the charity-proud.’”
the colleges of the one being 4 by-word
and & mockery In Americi, just as the
“frae libraries” of the other are o hys
word and & nulgance in Enslond

- - -

A change has been mada {n the titla of

Ellen Glasgow's new no b will

whi

Issued Janunry 16 L n Road™
wi s preliminary noune, bot in order
uvold confusion with A, K. W. Maso
Intest story, ‘'The Broken Road," it wiil

be known Instead ns ““The
& ek

This is the era of political novels, and
& novel that is at once

Ancient Law."*

a story and n
keen discussion of conlemporary poblic
nffilrs may bo expected In “‘God Save
the Commonwealth,” by Gamuailiel Brad-
ford, Jr.

- - .

The articie on “Bernard Quaritch and
Others' In the current number of the Pall
Mall Magazsine. might provide inspiration
for some fortheoming romance of old
bookshops and ald bookseders. Quaritch
wis a German, ond hoe cums to England
and served under Bohn, after an ap-
prenticeship in his native country. When
he doclded to set up for himuslf, Bohn
said: “I Hke your {mpudence: 1'd hava
you know that T'm the flrst bhoaksellor
In England.”" "Yens, but I'm g
the first bookseller In  Euarope,'
Quarit and he fulfilled his proph
He started with practically oo
bt goon bhecamea “the boldest wolf in t
pack.”" He let nothing go by him, and no
sum seemed too large for him to dis-
burse. He spent §5,000 at one sala, and

priced one of hiz Maszarine Bibles at
$20,00. The story of his publishing for

FitzGerald the first eodition of the Ru-
balyat s to the effect that the
book at first hmpd a poor sale.
FiteGorald bBrought the rempninder
of his stock of coples to Quaritch,
who put them Into his outside box at a
penny A copy. It 8 sald thnt Bossettf

found one copy, read it to n sslect ¢
pany of Swinbirne and- their friends,
and in this way a day or two served to
disperse a couple of hundred unconsid-
erod trifles thet are now worth almost
thelr welght In gold.

Michael Willlams has sailed from Naw
York for Bermuda on the steamship Ber-
mnudian. Before he a:ulled told hLis
friends that he was going to Bermuda to
Joln Upton Sincialr, author of “The Jup-
gle.” who has beén there a ltils more
than a week, and that betwesn them thay
hopad to formuiate plans for the estab-
Hshment of & new Helicon Hall colony
to succeed the one blotted out last Bpring
by the fire destroying the house occupled
by the colony In Englewood, N. J. Mr.,
Willlama was accompanied by Mrs:. Wil-
llams aaod thelr three children, all ‘of
whem llved at the E wood Helleon
Hall before the fire occurred. Mr. Sin-
clair salled from New York on the same
Steamer that bereaved these shores of
Mr. Willlams.

he

In summing up th: events of the Au-
tumn publighing” seasaon in

London, a
critle says that the most Important
books—next, of esursze, to "Quesn Vie-
toria's Letters”—have been Conrad's
“The Secret Agent," Edmund Gossa's
autoblographical velume, and Arthur

Symons’ eritical work on Blake.
- - -

Miss Birnie Philip, legntee of Whistler,
has several hundred latters of the artist
which she ls preparing to publish. Sha
will be giand to have the use of any fur-
ther letters. Her address s care of Wat-
kin Williams, Steel & Hart, 5 New
Broad street, London, England.

- - -

If children are sager to testify in Miss
Alcott's favor, their eldéra are yet mora
eager to pralse Mre. Florence Hobart
Perin’s “The Optimist's Good Morning.''
the little day book Intaly publiabed.
Nearly 4 clergymen, représenting  thoe
more: important denominations, have sant
her letters of cordial approval.

. v =

A retired wine merchant, Richard Bad-
ger, has just died, leaving in his will
$15000 to the Shakespeare Memarisl Com-
mittee for the ersction of a memorial to

the poet in London. +
. - -
Since the publication of hia "Officers’
Mfanual,” Captaln Mogs has scored

equally well with his new book on “Thé
Santiango Campaign.”

Disappointed In Bryan.
New York Times.

Willlam Jennings Bryan prides him-
self on the faot that he can completaiy
differentiate his religious and Young
Men's Christlan Asscciation addresses
from his politieal spesches. Ths puablic
had identified Mr. Bryan with polities so
Tong. howewver, that frequently membars
of his avdience find only dissppointment.
It was thus with a farmer from Maryiand
who came into Washington to hear the
Nebraskan speak. Afterward the far-
mer met him and sald:

‘“*Mr. Bryan, I eame in 20 milax 10 hear
you talk. 1 heard you was goin' to speak
on “The Price of Peas,” and you nsver =ald
a word about the price of anything.

The address delivered was “The Prince
af Peace."
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