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By Hormeoe E. Thomas.
OR & elty far from New York, the
F Ameriean center of things the-
ntrical, Portiand is well favored
s In the stindard of its playd ses and
the attractions they present For
niany years the Pacific Coast had d4ifi-
culty o htalning high-class plars, but
the enterprising wmgers who look
mliter the intercsts of Portland theaters
and those of other Coast ¢itles have
been untiring in thelr «forts to bring
{0 the Frr Wast creditable productions
and leading artists, «fith the result that
Ioeal theatergoers ara given the op-
portunity ‘o s=¢ the hest road com-
panios and atock organizations that

wiuld reflect oredit on any clty.
Fort'and's theaters have kept pace
woll with the Indusirinl progress ond
growth in population of the clty. Year
by ¥year there has been marked Im-
provement In the offerings of the local
showshops and the present season has
been no exception in this respect. The
rinndard of attractions Iz vear has
bheen high es arranged
by the wvarlous for the re-
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viher good plavs
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the Baker Stock Company
of Portland, or the entire
for that

that people
Northwest,

It s a fixed Portland Institution, and
one of which this city may well be
proud, ¢ It eompares favorably with
any stoclc company in the United

States, and occuples an envinble posi-
tion in a class which can aimost be
countad on the fingers of the Lwo
hands
The member=s of the present com-
pany @&re Marion Barney, lesding
woman; Austin Webb, leading man;
Kent, second woman; Robert
heavy man; Donald Bowles,
landing Juveniles; Muribal Seymour,
ingenue; Mina Crolius Gleason and
Willlam Gleason, character Howard
Russell, James Gls I Dwire,
Ronald Bradbury, rwis, Fuoy
Bainter, Elsie Carr Has-
lam;: stage director
Among the plays t in

of For-
Mills of the Gods,™

“Raldiers

ture are

“The

A Milk White Flag, “The
“ *David Harum,” “Charley’'s

“Gravstark,” Hoyt's “A Buneh of
“Raffles,” “The Etarnal Cfiy,"
We Were Twenty-One™ and
others numbered among the
greatest of modern productions,

The Empire is another the George
1. Baker interests, and has for the past
three years been devoted almost entirely
the famous BStair-Havlin circuit of
tern melodramatic road companles,
fing weel stands all the time during
the regular season This house Is under
personal directlon of Milton Beaman, who
1* business manager for all the Baker
interesis

A few of the attractions atiil to be seen
at the Empire this season are Arthar W
Alsten’s “At the Old Crosa Roads™ “A
Desperate “Big Heéartad Jim,
*As Told in HHls,” “Peck's &t
Boy.” *“Lont New York,” “A Ma
Hroken Pre '* “A Royal Slave,”
Mother to jde Her,”” ""8i=s in
York,” “What Women Wil De,™
many others mostly new.
The French Stock Company nt the Star
heater has grown very rapidly in pub.c

productions  at
exceptional merit.
of the Star,” has been
fortunate both In selection of plays
wod the personnel of his company, and
has & good list In store for the remalnder
of the season., Crowded houses ara the
rule emch night at the Stan

Lovers of vaudavilie have had no com-
plaint to make of the bllls put on at ths
Grand and Pantages. The Sullivan &
Considine circuit inciudes the Grand and
has bhrought West some of the most codi-
Iy nnd best vaudeville acts on the Ameri-
stage, Pantages, managed: by J. A
gon, is & member of the Pantages cir-
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The patropage of both va
has been limited only by
commadations.

J. H. BEricksdn, manager of the Gra
has announced that within the next
months that theater will become 4 mem-

ber of the Orpheum clreuit It s ex-
pected that these wcte will come to Port-
1 about April 1. and they will b= a
fistinet gain to vaudgville patrons in this
clty,

There is need in Portland for a theater

larger than any of the present ho
This demand has been evidenced f{v
era]l years and it i probable that it wiil
so0n, be supplled. When the new thealer
comes It will housa the Kilaw & Erling
plays now showing st the Hetllg.

PORTLAND’S PUBLIC SPIRIT OFTEN PROVED

Glltner, Secretary Chamber of
Commerce,
IF contributing money to commend-

By E C

able enterprises at home and heaip-

ing thoss overtaken by disaster in
other localities, is an indlcation of pub-
He spirit, no ¢lty In the Unitad States
ean equal the record of Fortland. Dur-
ing the year 1908 there was subecribed
for the Young Men's and Young Wom-
en's Christlan Assoclation bullding
$350,000; for the™~ Commercial Club
bullding, $350,000; for the rejlef of the
sufferers in the BSan Francisco fire,
§262,000; for the rellef from sufferers
from famine in Japan, $4500, and many
minor sums—a total of nearly $1,000,-
000, This Iarge =um of money WwWas
subsiribod followine 1 expasition
l}cn.‘. which, lu Itself, was a grost show-

ing of public spirit and wileh called
for nearly §500,000 in contributions, nnd
wias n succans from every point of view,
Of the exponition fund $§360,000 waa
ralsed In 48 hours.

Fortland has taxed liself, without
compiaint, to make necessary lmprove-
ments In the Columbla Rliver that
should have been made by the General
Government, having expended over 32,-
000,000 for this purpose—and this
amount to help a territory extending
into three states and improving & water
highway that is seécond in importance
in the entire United States, snd of
greal national importance =a well
While complaining at the tardiness of
the Geperal Government the publie
splrit was such that this metier was
taken hold of, aud acted on, which

shows a great difference between public
spirit and the lack of it that Is often
shown by complaining and not aeting.

Over $100,000 has just boen sub-
scribed for a Country Club to ralse
the standard of excellence of horses |

and cattle, and an egual sum is now
belng canvassed for, und will undoubt-
edly be subscribed, for a Rose Show,
which, In a few years, will become an
noted as the Mardi Gras at New Or-

I

leans, for Portland has the finest roses

in the world, and a natural setting be-
yond comparison for any kind of fes-
tival or sxpoeition.

During a1l of this times Portinnd has
Iberally supported the Chamber of
Commerce, the exploitation department
of the Commercial Ciub, the Board of
Trade. the Manufacturers’ Assoclation
and several Hast Side clubs, fo the ex-
tent that they

bave all thrived and

have done n lurge amount of excellent
and necessary worlk for the city. From
the standpoint of an officer of a com-
merela! organization, Portland’s publle
spirit cannot be called Into question.
The wonder s that with so many
organizations, all having the same end
in view, they get such loyal support
Tt is certainly n strong tribute to Port-
land's ‘public spirit.

I cannot speak for the other organi-
zations regarding the amounts that
have besen spant by them, but during
the year 1808 the Chamber of Com-
merce spent foar transportation mat-
ters alone nearly §14,000, not a dollar
of which was taken from the dues of
the Chonmber, but was contributed by

FPortland's public-apirited business men,
The entire amount received for dues,
amounting to nearly $16000 more, iz
all spent In the regular work 81 the
Chamber, and =till more Is subscribed
for maintaining a permanent exhibit,
printing bhooks, etc.

Portland supported the Natlonal Riv-
ers and Harbors Congress more liberal-

I¥ than any other two cities of the
country put together, and as an ap-
preciation of thia very liberal sup-
port J. F. Ellison, secretary of that
congress, writss: “To no organization
in the entire United States s the Na-
tiona! Rivers and Harbora Congresa

more Indebted for consistent und loyal
support than to the Fortland Chamber
of Commerce, and It glves me very
great pleasura to bear truthful testi.
mony to the fact” -

And to this congress is dus the credlt
for the 55,230,000 annuxl appropriation
for rivers and harbors which willi be-
come a Governmental pelley.

Thers are matters which
glance do not seem to si

upon first
10w tha propsar

public spirit, such as the condition of
our streets, but a Western city grow-
Ing at an unprecedented rate, with
every thoroughfare litterod with build-
ing materinl Incldent to such growth,
ean hardly be expected to keep Its
streets In the condition of the oldér

settled, slow growing clties of the East,
And It ix better to have litterad streots

and healthy rapld growth than im-
muculiate streets and stagnation, With
the publie wspirit that Portland has
shown In other things, this will un-
doubtedly take care of l(tself at the
proper time, and our strects will be
in keeping with the city In other re-
spects, The spirit Is here, and It will
sroon show Iiseld In the demand for
perfect streets, more parks and fine

driv to be consistent with the spirit
shown by the individuals In the fine
archiltecture of thelr bulldings, hoth
public and private, and the beauty of
their grounds
Portland's public
be proud of, it=

is one to
free museum IS an
excellent one. There will also be publis
docks in the n« future, nnd a wvery
large sum has been expended to secure
the best w r an e¢arth, when
thing lesse than’ great publie spirit
would lhmve takeun the water at gpur
| doors, which i= much betier than tha
uverage city gots

A city has an individuality as much
as, If not more than, & person, ahd a
comparison in any one particular means
nothing, but, taking the good and bad
together, there is not o city in the
United States, even In the world, that
ean show the publie spirit shown hy
Portland, as. instunced by the facts
mentioned, which are but a fow of the
mMANY.
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any-

GROWTH PORTLAND SCHOOLS

By L N. Flelschner, Member Portland Board
of Education.

HE most noticeable featurs of the

I Erowth of ‘hool population during

the past year i the remarkable in-

creasa in attendance at the Highland and |

Arlata schools, Notwithstanding the erec-
tion of an elght-room bullding at Vernon,
and the transfer of many pupils to
Irvington, Woodlawn and Willlams ave-
nue, the Hlghland school 1s agaln
crowded beyond its capaclity, and meas-
ures must be taken for its further relief.
Elther an esight-room addition must be
muada to Vernon, or, what seems more
probable, a site must be found for a
new bullding somewhers Lo the south of
Highland

At Arleta the
Iinereased to 14,
this point only
it seems Imperative
addition be erected.

ALl Sellwood the increass in population
hias been ateady, and six additiopal
schoolrooms will be needed. It has bheen
suggested citizens of that nelghbor-
hood that n small building be erected a
few blocks from the existing bullding. It
does not seem good policy to =catler small
bulldings witha@t grounds all over the
city., Such lack of concentrution iz not
ceonomical, and does not permit of the
best classificution and supervision. While
wa shall reliave the congestlon at Bull-
wood, our measures will probably take &
different direction from that auggested.

All ths Albina schools are full. Room
for further growth will be provided by
finishing the Bhaver school. This will
give six additional rooms, and will take
care of the situation for another year.
The Board had expected to construct Lha
new Willilams-avenue bullding out of the
procecds of the sale of the Rumsell-street
properiy, bBut as yet no antlsfactory offer
has been made for ths purchinse of that
properiy.

Because of the deplorable condition of
the old Peninsula school, that siructure
will be domollshed and a new bullding
eronted on ils site.

Arrangements have alsyo been made for
the erection of a new four-rogmn building
at Richmond. This will afford soma rellef
1o tha Glencos and Sunnyside schools and
postpone the necessity of bullding In
those nelghborhoods,

At both Woodlawn and Ockley Green,
all the rooms ars oocupled, but nona of
them are overcrowded. It s belleved,
therefore, that present facllities In those
neighborhoods wlll be adequate for an-
other year.

Last year
North Albina

number of toanchers has
and sinco thers m nt
ten regular schoolroormua,
that an elght-room

by

the Board purchased in
a thred-acre site upon
which to eorect, at some future time, a
high mohool for the northeastern section
of the city. It would seem thet the tUme

has arrived when provislon should be
made for such a buflding. Our present
hlgh =schools will accommodata comfort-
ably about 180 puplils. After the Feb-
runry promotions they will probably con-
tain more than that number, and will be
somewhat crowded. If a new bullding Is
now authorized, it will probably
I rendy for uss until Septamber,
which time the nmead for it will ba t

When the East High School was opensd
A year and a half ago it was thought that
It would mest all neads for several yeara
to come. So rapidly bhoas the school popu-

latlon been growing, however, that in
this aa in other instances the Board of
Education hns erected bulldings only to

find additional accommodations needed as
soon a8 they are completed.

CITY’S SECRET ORDERS

! By A. L. Barbur.
ITH a total membership of mora
W than 26,000, fraternal socleties In
Portland are prosperous and

thelr ¢nroliment {8 constantly increas-
ing. Practically all orders of Impor-
tance are representea by local lodges.

The Woodmen of the World, with
£600 memberg, has the largest enroil-
menut. The United Arctlsans rank sec-
ond, and other orders are répresented

as follows: Maccabees, 2200; Inde-
pendent Order of Oddfellows, 20003
Anclent Order of United Workmen,
2003, Women of Waodaraft, 2000;
Masons, 1900; Modern Woodmen of
America, 1500; Xnights and Ladles of
Becurity, 1500; Benevolent and Pro-
tective Order of Elks, 250; Knights of
Pythiax, 1200; Royal Arcanum, 1006;
Red Men, 530; Foresatsrs, 350, The

Fagles, Owls and several other ordera
have lodiges, the membership figures of
which are not available. The various
orders own property with an approxl-
mate  wvaluation of $3 350,000, Tha
Mason® are the richest, their holdings
amounting to abour $600,000, They
possess two very beautiful bulldings—
the Masonic Temple, just completed, at
West Park and Yamhill stroste, and the
Scottish Rite Cathedral at Morrison
and Lownsdale streets. The Masona
also own their old temple at Third and
Alder streets and a4 new structure on
the East Side.

The Elka have one of the finest club
houses In the West ar Seventlh and
Stark streets. It s valued at $250,000.
The Oddiellows hold property valued af
$1756.00); the Woodmen of the World,
is!l.‘. fan: the Women of Woodcraft
| 3100000, and the Knlghts of Pythias,
$50,004.




