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HUNDREDS
LLED BY
EXPLOSION

Death Comes Sud-
denly to Miners in
West Virginia.

ONLY ENE ESCAPE ALIVE

Deadly Black-Damp Slays 400
People and Wrecks
Two Mines.

TERRIFIC FORCE EXERTED

Cave-in Cuts Off Escape of
Struggling Men.

RESCUERS WORK IN RELAYS

Only Six Brought to Surface of Mon-

ongnh’s Living Tomb—Bodles Are

Piled In Heaps Below—Dead
Mostly Foreign Workmen.
R e o
GOVERNOR TO INVESTIGATE.
WHEELING, W. Va. Dee. 6.—
Governor Dawson, of Wast Virginla,

who s In Washington attending thas
Rivers and Harbors Congrees, left for
Charleston  tonight éand annoupced
that he would &t once Institute a
rigid Investigution Inte the cause of

Iha disanster.
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MONONGAH, W. Vi., Dec. §.—~That not
lesa than #0 miners were killed by an ex-
plosion of blackdamp in mines No. 6 and
No. 8 of the Consolldated Coal Company,
of Baltimore, at this place today,
conceded by those who take
hopeful and mpst conservative view aof
disaster. Flve badly Injured men
mude their way to the surface.

Or the victims six dead bodies had
been taken from mine No. § at midnight
and 8 others were plled up In the entry
awaiting completion of facllitles for
bringing them to the surface. From mine
No. § at the same 14 bodles had
been removed and.a number of others
are ready to be brought out as £oom as
arrangements oan be completed.

Rescuers Seck the Dead.

s now
the most

tha

hour,

Five recrulting parties, with ten men
to each party, are working llke Trojans
Gt differeént parts of the two mines to the
and that nook and corner of the
workings muy be reached in the short-
est possible time. There Is a large force
of experienced miners for this work and
they are working in rolays, owing to the
nocumulation of gas, which prevents the
men from remaining long in the mine.

Prosident Oscar Murray and other offi-
cials of the Baltimore & Ohio Railrosd,
werea In New Martinsburg, Va., & milos
from here, ingpection trip when
they heard Jisaster, Ther Imme-
dintely their spectal train run
fo Monongah. arriving hera tonight. Mr.
Murray upon hls emrrival conferred with
the oficers of the mining company und
of t behalf of himself awM  the
Company any sistance that It was Pos-
eibla to

every

on Aan
of the

orderad

ared

or

i
render

No Doubt,
W. Watson, of
president of the Consolldated
pany. woas at Frostburg, Md., and |m-
medintely chartered a Epecial train to
bring him hete, After conferring with
the mines intendent andg l-]’l:n.r local
ropresentatives of the company, snid

doubt that 40 jives had

100 Are Lost,
Clarence Baltimore,

Coal Com-

sug

there waos
been lost.

The explosion urred shortly after
19 o'clovk after 280 of the full
force of 600 men had gone to work In the
two mines affected. Thene
6 and 8 of the
Company. [oeated on of
the West Fork of Monongaheln
River at this place, Wl merged In Uheir
underground workings by a heading and
on tha surface by a great steel tippie and
bridge.

Frantic Struggle ror Life.

Threa of the living men, while unable
to give any detalled report of the dlsas-

o

LTl as

today,

mines
Consolldated
oppoxlte

at

Nos Oonl

sldos
the

ter, state that Immediately back of them
whon they began thelr frantic struggle
far libefty, there wns w large number of

men engaged In o similar struggle, while
atlll further back In the workings there
was a lurger number of whom they know
nothing. It is the oplnion of the mine
officinls and others familiar with mining
that these seven men had not penetrated
the mine as fur as had the majority of

the day shift., whin the

explosion oc-
curred, and that tney headed for and
regched the miln entrance before the
heavy cave-in that now blockades the

enlrance nol mora than a few hundred

feet beyond the maln opening of mine
NoO, 6.

Slender Hope for a Few.
As to the miners referred to by the

rescued men as having been allve when
last seen, It is belleved that they wers
caught back of a heavy cave-in and could
not have survived more than a few min-
utes In the deadly gusses with which the
entry filled a8 woon as the ventllating
gyatem was Inlerrupted. There 1s more
hope for those In more remote aecctions of

the mine, as they may have reached
workings where fresh alr is supplied by
other openings. ‘But st best only the

most siender hope is entertained for the

survival of any one of the men In Lhe
mine when the debris can bs cleared
awany and communication with the out-
slde re-emtabilshed,

The two mines regularly employ 1000
men, working in two shifts, during

the day and &0 during the night, and the
best informatlon obininable at this time
Is that the entire duy force had gone to
work this morning and that all were
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Harry 8. New, Chalrmun of Re-
publican Natlonal Committes, re-
Elected Yesterday.
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caught. It was shorily after 19 o'clock
when the explosion occurred, and at that
hour even the latest of the strasgling
force is customarily work, according
to mine officials.

Due to Deadly Black-Damp.

ac

Thera is much speculation s to the
cause of the explosion, but the most Een-
erally accepted theory is that it resulted
from black damp, sclentifically known as
mothane. It s believed that & miner at-
tempted to sot off u blast which blew out
and Ignited an accumulation of this
deadly gas, and that thls in turn ignited
the coal dust, s highly Inflammable sub-
stance found In gremter or less quantities
in all West Virginia mines. However, all
explanations of the cause up to this time
ara nadespnrily speculative, Only a
thorough investigation after the mine is
re-opended will disclose the chnses If It is
ever ascertalned. The explosion affected

both mines, snd so far as now known
appears to have done about as wmuch
damage In one as in the other. It has not

becon established In whiclh Jt originated

Tremendous Force of Explosion.

BEvidencing the terrifie forve of the con-
cugslon, props in the entry of No. 6 mine,
supporting the roof, ware not only shat-
tered and torn from thelr posititon, but
wersa blown oot of the entry and to the
east slde of the river. Other evidence of
the awful force Is shown In every sec-
tion of the mines that has been reached
by the rescuers. Huge quantities of coal
und rock heve been Joosencd and hurled
into every opening, and all of the under-
ground structure 15 wrecked bevond Sem-
biance of 1ts originnl shape.

Character of the Mines.
Possibly the

(Concluded

lirgest steel tipple In the

on Iage 4.)
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PREPARING CALL
FOR CONVENTION

Republican Committee
in Session.

NEW RE-ELECTED CHAIRMAN

May Be Deadlock Between
Chicago and Kansas City.

DENVER MAY SNAP PLUM

Varying State Laws Regarding Elec-
tlons Make Wording of Call a
Ticklish Job—Members At-
tend From Northwest.

WASHINGTON, Dec
can Nitlonal Committes,
called to meet here to name a time and
plade for holding the Republican National
Conventlon next year, wans In secsslon for
an hour at the Shoreham Hotal today,
ut aside from the electlon of Acting
Chalrmun: Harry 8. New to fill the re-
mainder of the unexpired term of Secre-
tary Cortelyvou, the scaslon was confined
to preliminary details. -Mr. New had no
opposition ond the vote was unanimous.
Meanwhile the friends of the wvarlous
oitles which desire to sefure the con-
ventlon were actlvely at work. Thers
are delegations here from Kansas Cl
and Denver and while there 1s no delega

6.—The Republl-
which was

tion from Chicago. a greal deal! of work
is being done In behalf of that city by

Representative Lowden. Of the M mem-
hers of the National Committiee. from 23
7] are sald to be pledged to Kansas
Clty and an equil number Chicago.
The remainder of the members are non-
commitial and thelr votes will declde
city In which the convention will be held.
Commlitiee to Prepare Call,

s

ta

the

The subcommittes appointed tu\l’mmr. n
cxll for the next Republican Natlonal
Convention, met this afternoon to glve
hedrings to persons desiring to have spe-
clal provisions in the ecail, in order that
the selection of delegates as prezcribed
by the committee might not conflict with
the laws of thelr states, Since the last
National Conventlon was held several
states have passed Inws prescribing the
methods of electing delegates, and In sev-
oral Instances these laws conflict with
the methods of the committee that have
prevailed in the past The committee
will endeavor 20 to frume the call ag to
avold conflict with reasonable siate laws.

Prince Kalalananole, of Hawall, ap-
peared to ask the commiltee to give the
Hawnliun Islands four Instead of two
deicgates in Lthe National Committee,

The committee did not conclude
work today, but will meet again
row and report to the Natlonal Commit-
tee tomorrow afternoan.

Chicago Still In Fleld.

Whereas yesterday Knnsas City seemed
to ba practically without a rival for the
next conventlon, thu

its
tomor-

beginning of the canvass today thuat Chi-
cago's advocates had recelved assurances
and would be prepared rfor a strong fght.
Indeced. the friends of that city were
boldly clalming a majority of the com-
mittea.

The Kansas City delegation was by no
means willing to concede the lead. It de-
veloped that for some months that city
has had representatives visiting commit-
teemen at thelr home towns to secura
pledges. It §s szald that many commit-
teemen had been cominitted the XMi=-
souri city to such an extent that they
could not change. It was urged for Kan-
sas Clty that that clty, being In the midst
of what Is termed "“The Bryan Country,”
it would be of vast advantage to the Re-
publican party to have the convention
held there in' case of Bryan's nomination.
The fact that the locatlon there of the
convention might have n material influ-
ence upon holding Missouri In the Re-
publican column aleo was urged, as were
many other conditions supposed to be fa-
vorzble to Kansas City.

Denver May Win as Compromise.

The only other city prominently spoken
of was Denver, but the contest between
Chicago and Kansas Clty Is now so spirit-
od that little {s sald of & third place. The
friends of the Colorado meiropolls are
hoping that fight between the 11-
nois and Mlssour! lueations Erow =0
animated that It may be necessary Lo
shift from both of them, and in that
event they think that Denver offers mi-
vantages. There will be one or two votes
At the beginning for Seatiler and some
other citles,

Mr. Lowden assured
Chicago wus willing not only
the hall .but to pay all the Wi's of the
convention: United States Marshal Ial-
ley., of Colorado. also was active among
the delegates. He =ald Denver wouild |
$30,000 for the conventlon, ang that the
offer would bg made in such tangible
form as 10 leave no doubl of Denvers
ability.

New Elected Chalrman.

to

the
will

that
to furnish

nll eomers

A¥

Senator Crane, of Massachusetis, nom-
inated Mr. New for chairman, and Mr
Lyon, of Texas, seconded the nomination.
Mr. New, who had retired, was then no-
tified end was escorted to (he meeting-
room  and enthusiastically rsceived. He
made a brief speech, sincerely thanking
the sommittes for the honor. Mr. Cor-
telyou's resignation was formally accept-
ed and ‘a committee appointed to draft
resolutions of regret over his retirsment.

A commities 1o suggest a plan of pro-

cedure in the election of delegates In
Porto Rico and the Philippines was
named. Mr. Yerkes, of Kentucky: Mr.
Strebter, of New Hampshire, and Mr.
Kellogg, *of Minnesota, will draft the
formal call for the convention and will
deal with all guestions pertaining to the
election of delegates,

The committee then onlled on the
President,

Western Members FPresent.

The rollenll showed that the following,
among others, were present: Callfornia,
George A, Knight; Colorado, D. O
Balley; Idaho, Senator W. B. Heyburn;
Afontann, John B. Whaite; Nevada,
Putrick L. Flanagan; Oregon, Senator C.
W. Fulton:; Utah, Senator Reed Bmoot;
Wakhington, Benntor Levl Ankeny;
Wyoming, Senator €. D. Clark: Alnska.
John H. Held; Arizonas, Senator Uharles
8. Dick; New Mextco, Solomon Luna;
Hawall, Prince Kalanlunole: Philippine
Islunds, Senntor Willlam Warner.
KING OSCAR IS THE SAME
No

Bulletins

Show Change Excepl

Decrense in Strength.

STOCKHOLM, Dec.
sued this evening by the physicians in
attendance on King Oscar showsad that
no essentinl change in the monarch's
condition had taken place during the day,
cxcept that his strength again was de-
creasing, iz temperature was 2.8 and
his pulse was falrly strong but trregular.

f.—A bulletin is-
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SPEAKER CANNON—GIE 'EM THE TREASURY SURPLUS, AND THEN WE WON'T HAVE TO LOWER THE TARIFT.
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BRUTAL TAGTICS
OF - FEDERATION

'Man Crippled by Gold-
field Thugs.

ATTEMPT TO DYNAMITE WIRES

Another Man Missing and Be-
lieved Murdered.

| TROOPS ARE ON THE WAY

Force ¥From. San Franclisco and
| Monterey WIIl  Arrive Today.
I Sparks' Appeal for Troops Tells

of the Relgn of Terror.
GOLDFIELD, Dec. §.—Herhort Belford,

son of Judge Belford, of Denver, ap-
peared todazy nt the office of the lexal
.lr‘;uu'tgwm of the Goldficld Consolidated
Mines Company withi his face so badiy
disfigured that he ‘was hardly recognisn-
ble, as a result of treatment at
the hunds of the mir Saturday night.
His hrulsed and his nNouse
broken, upper teeth knocked out and gev-
eral ribs broken.

received

TS

faace was

Mr. Belford says that ha wus recog-
nized in one of the saloons of the town
amdl cnlled to the sidawalk, where hs was

taken into custody by a man weatlng &
star and reg wing himself a5 a4 Dep-
uty Sheriff. was led through a dark

and lonely district, suppesedly on als way
to jail, when he
and was left desd. He was fou
two or thres hours afterward In Wb une
conscions condition and taken to the
pital, and It was several hours before he
regnined Mr. Belford was
missed by his friends, but was supposed

wig scl by 1

for

upan

hos-

consciousness

to be out of town.
Believes Priend Murdered.
During the evening of the assault Mr.
Belford had been wecused of huving

“seabbed’ on Stratton’s Independence, In
Cripple Creck, during the strike there.
He had worked there at the time, but in
the oflice of the company., and was not
cllgible to join the Miners' Unlon. He
was niFo aceunsed of belng friendly
with detectives Goldfileld. He was
tnksn to the Unlon hall to clear
his record, but he found no one to lden-
tify He wusd permitted to go. with
a warning, but Inter he was assaulted.

Mr. Belford says his friend. one Green-
lee, who had also been threatened at the
time of the assault Mr., Belford, Is
nowhere to be found. His trunk and ef-
fects are undisturbed In his room, just
he left them Saturday night, and no
one has seen him Belford says he
Is elther killed or departed.

100
in
Miners"

him

on

ns
since

hns
Attempt at Dynamiting.

Dynamiters made an effort vesterday
to wreck the eclectric power llne which
furnishes light und power to Goldfield. A
patroiman todny discoverad 100 stlcks
glant powder scattered around three

poles

|
|
|
|
|
|
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arl |

fnnur the place where the line crosses

the railroad
Holes wore in
and caps been
the powder, being frozen,
nite.

The Nevada-Callfornin Power Company

triack, tha
the
hut

ig-

two

bored

from
of
expiodnd,
falled t

miles
city. two
poles had

o

maintaing a patrol of its i botwesan
Goldfield and Bishop, which covers ths
entire llne once every 48 hours,

forea has been augmented and lierea!

n close watch will bea

ned

MINERS ARE TAKEN UNAWARES

Thought Operators Bluffing—Sher-

Iff, Tool of Federation, Disappears

GOLDFIEBLD, Nev.,, Dec. 6—~There is

intense but ssed  exclt o in
Goldfield tod r tha expected
Slates (rogps in

camp LOmOrrow mo G (=

7 subject of conversation. Miners

union hall has been flled all day and
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wrowds Al the in
front.
There his been no demonstr
speak of though excliton
been created by hotheads, who
what they will do after the troops come
The miners he thought the repart of
troops W a bluff, intended to in-
timidate and they have only come
realization of the real situation in
last few hour: They soom discon-
«d and nonpl od, nx events by
appened aml = pt along tog fas for
them. ‘They are certalnly unprepared for
the present turn of affalrs
Presaident McKinnon, of the locn!
miners” union, »n brother-in-law of Wil-
lHam ID. Havwood, Il In ¢hn of the
miners’ eampnign. Vincent St John 1l
been in the hosplial for severnl we
Rn a result of 4 gan it wound recel
In a duel betweoa Hionself aml another
Inbor e gr, but ha is ready for duty
oW,
Sherilf 1s Angry and Disappears,
Shere? Ingalls and his force are dis-
gruntled at the coming of the troops, and
this afternoon the Sheriff disappears
mnd & whergabouts are unknown It is
conjectured hls sction has an Important
bearing on the presont situation. Bef
he loft, the Sheriff suld he knew of no
troublse In Goldfleld, and that the coall
for troops was made over his head
The Sheriff and his forces have alws

Mineowners' Assoe!
friendly to the

been charged by the
tlon with being more than

miners. He 1s one of the owners of one
of the largest saloons and gambling-
houses (n Goldfield, largely patro d by
the miners. Last Spring during the strike
hundreda of striking miners were sworn |
In &8 Deputy Sheriffs and armed. It was

the

aled

Sherift
the
Bert

mistrust of
operators appe

O nder-Sherift
r all the ¢ ity offlcers
ugninst troops coming
it 1o ths Governor.

Army Post.

because of thix
that the mine
Governor direc
Knight and ne:
signed a protest
to Goldfield and sent

Permanent

Lo

It & understood by the ming operators

that the coming of the troops mes i
permanent garrigon at Goldfleld It e
declared the plan has been under con-
slderation for savernl months and that

Hn
the mineowners througho the state
netlon by the War Department.
But little of the detalls could be gather-
ed, but it is understood the post will be
f& branch of the Presidio and that It
will be a regulurly established militnry
post.  The statement s made that
post will have to be established In o few
months and that troops are belng hurried
to Goldfield nhead of time to prevent the
possible outbreak of violence In the event
on the part of the opera-
their mines.

far

such

the

of an attempt
tors 1o reopen

START

TROOPS

First Detachment From Presldio

Wil

BAN FRANCISCUO, Dec.
panies of the Twenty-second
stationed at Fort MeDowell, In

Arrive This Morning.

6~Five com-
Infantry,
this ecity,

t and four companies of the same regiment

| fleld,

Monterey, were dispatched to Gold-
Nev,, today by Brigandler-General

Frederick Funston. commanding the De-
partment of Californfa, In compliones
with orders recelved from the War De-
partment late last night.

The troops were ordered (o the big
mining camp In Nevada by President
Roosovelt in responss to an appeal from
Governor John Sparks, of Nevadn, who

at

apprehends serious trouble as a result of |

the strik= of the miners and an attempt
to opon the mines with non-unlon Inbor,

Asx Neviudn has no siate troops, Mr.
Sparks called for Federnl soldiers.
About 180 men and 14 officers, under | ¢

command of Colonel Alfred Reynolds. left
the Oakland mole on a speclal train of
four Pullmans and two bagzage cars,
shortly befors noon today. The Mon-
terey coolingent, conslsting of about 100
men of Companies C. E; F and G, and

two Vickers-Maxinl machine guns, under |
Captaln Curtls, left that clty at 7 o'clock |

this morning.
Rations were taken Lo last 30 days and

number of appeils have been muade by |

FOR NEVADA

ONLY WATERWAYS
AN SUPPLY NEED

'River and Harbor Con-
| gress Speaks Mind.

'NO MORE PIECE-MEAL WORK

Regular Annual Appropriation
of $50,000,000.

RAILROADS FAR BEHIND

Cannot Expand Fast Epougi to Sup-

ply the Present Needs, Let Alone

Increase—Cunnon  Agaln  Ad-

vises Spending the Surplus,

WASHINGT! M f Afi annual ap-
propriation of $50. 000,008 for the maine
and unintorrupted improvement of ihe
Natlonal waterwuys, which are declared
necefsury to supply the deficloneles of tha
ritlironds for h ling ountry's truf-
The wns the moeln poi i resclutions
adopted tods the National Rivers and

L 07 ES at It closing U1l

m of pidcemen

unsparingly «

approacin-

mdemned and Pras-

Hooany

e elt is -t 1ked for his cham-
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Time to Improve Waterways.
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|  Ther
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Adopt Comprehensive Plan.
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thanks Fres Roosevelt for the support
he has glven o by hils sapeeches
and by his tremtn Ject In als
| T NefEREe Lo L
Fifth—That weé ask Congresa ia  viaw

wWalery harbor

e river,

appraprl

n not as of money
4 the curront oyarnmeni
but ms an in Aantant  im
provements, 1 increasing dive-
dendn from ¥ Viewing thewse

appropriations in this | . CangTess Ix fully
| warrant#d In adthorising an annual ~xpandl-
ture beginning at ihe present sesslan of
not loss than one tenth of the amount of
money regquired varions river,
wh way harar pruvem
planned and approve thea
charge or heteafler and

T
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‘Conrluded on Fige 8.)

{Concluded on Page 4.)




