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THE FLAGUE, OR "BLACK DEATH.”

It will depend wholly on the vigl-
lance and effectiveness of the guaran-
tine and medical authorities of Ban
Franclsco whether the bubonic plugue,
now certainly In that elty, shall spread
or not. There {& 1o treatment for cure
that ean be dependod on. Prevention s
the remedy; and Isolatlon of bvery case
Is the only preventive. This disease
will propagnte (tzelf! In all cllmates,
latitudes, temperatures and scasons. It
Is an acute Iinfectious disease ¢ used
by the presence of a specific microbe,
and marked by tumors which tom-
motily suppurte, but sometimes do not
The Inflammation is acute, extremely
painful; pyaemin quickly ensues, the
progress Is rapid, and the majority of
those Infected usually perish. In Boms-
bay. from 1588 to 1001, the moriality
was 50 per cent. In the Hongkong epl-
demic of 1884 It was even higher,

From time immemorial {4 has dev-
astated Indla and the countries of the
Meaditerranean. [ts horrors are deplcted
In bmmortal prose and verse by Thu-
eydides and Lucretius Int OUrse
with the South carr it towards the
North; and from Egypt, about the
year B42, It passed to Barcelona and
Muarsellics and thence over all Europe,
lasting 50 yenrs and resulting In enor-
mous mortallty At Intervals during
nmh_v canturies it agaln appeared. Re-
turaing crusaders and pligrims spread
the plague sverywhere; and commer-
¢lnl intercourse, which was carried on
largely through Venice during the Mid-
dle Ages. was another source of its
propagation. More than once that city
wasd almoat depopulated by Ii; and the
black drapery of the gondola, contin-
ged to this day, Iz =ald 1o be 4 me-
mento of the universal mourning. The
advanece of the epidemic, at different
periods, may be traced through Ger-
muny and Fr « to England, and
from the countries about the Black Sea
far itnto Russin and even to Swedean
and Norwny. It destroyed in the six-
teenth  and =eventeenth centur
nearly one-half the population of Ger-
many, and In 1686 It devastated Lon-
don, carrying off fully one-third of the
Jnbablitants. “A Journal of the Plague
in London,” by Danle! Defoe, attthor of
SRobinson Crusoe,” Is one of the most
intensely reallstlc books ever written,
MThe disease never s extirpated from
gevernl of the countrles about the Med-
Rterranean, aod almost every yeax
cases appear on the northern bordera
of that mea, which, however, the au-
thoritles have learned to Isolate, thus
stopping the stourge. A few cases ap-
peared In New York, at the close of
the ‘Spanish War, but the quarantine
was effective. In clvilized countries It
i¥ now deemed nothing less than a
disgrace to allow this dreadful disease
fo sproad; for rigorous regulations can
always stop it

Saveral wvarleties of the disease are
noted, but all are substantially the
same It i¥ an acute inflammation of
the lvinphatic glands, caused by the
presence of the plague bacillus, The
micro-organiam was diacovered In 1884,

Tnder the microscope It Is a amall oval |

rod, with rounded ends, The bacill]l oc-
cur in  enormous numbers in  the
pmaller glands, where they set up In-
Nammation and swellings (buboes), In
the  spleen, and after death In the
hjood. The lower animals, especlally
yatn, nre Infected in greater or less
degree; henoe 1t Is belleved that rats
ny carry the disease. Specinlista be-
Jeve that the baoillus may entar the
body by the skin, by the resplratory
passages, through erncks or wounds,
pr by the allmentary canal. Mainte-
pance of hyglenic or sanitary condl-
tlona. though useful and necessary, is
no sure prophylectjc; for plague I8 not
gatded by filth, ofercrowding, or poor
fond. “Thesa clrcumstances may, how-
syer, render  Individuals less able to
pelfar Iit. It s now universally known
}h&t'mlulh‘ui. wnd isolation of pa-

tientas is the only way to stop It
Treatment of persons already (nfected
amounts to little for their rellef.

SATAN AND THE NEWSFPAPERS.

“What would Satan do if he were an
editor?” asks the Rey. Mr. Shaffer, and
he proceeds to answer hls question by
declaring that ne (L. e, Satan) would
do pretty much what every present-day
editor does In the condutt of his news-
paper. Mr., Shaffer la one of those hot-
stuff creatures who try nobly to do
thelr duty by the Mondsy morning
newgpaper, which is largely a chronicle
of pulpit sayings and doings. The Ore-
gonlan printed the brother’'s sermon
vesterday; yet it is pained to relate that
no special inereéase in the usual dally
sales or clirculation was recorded. On
the other hand, the Evening Telegram
told in an extra the story of a low
prizefight In San Franclsco, and sold
thousands of coples. Now, we'll have
to leave It to Brother Shaffer and the
public to draw a moral, If thers i3 any,
from this situation.

Meanwhlle, though B little discour-
aged, The Oregonian will promise to
stay with the preachers and print their
sermons falthfully, even though few go
to hear them, or some of them, on ‘the
theory that {f the publlie won't listen to
tham . they. eardabndy should be made to
rend themn. We shall awalt, tos, with
what patience we can command, the
report froin  the  sales counter next
Monday morning, when we expeclt to
inform the public, through our report
of Brother Shaffer's Sundny sermon,
“what" Satin “wonld 'do if he were a
preacher.” We could answer that
question to our own satisfaction, but
we purpose first to glve Brother Shaffer
& chance, We are sure, however, that,
If Sutan were a preacher, and bad se-
lected such a sulphurous subject, he
would announce It & week in advance,
prepare a typewrlitten report of the ser-
mon, and give llloutl to t‘he newspapers.

A GREAT DIFFERENCE.

It 1& painful to notice that the lleen-
tlous press has applied the odlous epithet
“mob” to the assemblage of British clt-
lzons in Vancouver who threw brick-
bats At Baron Ishii and dumped half
a dozen of the Mikado's humbler sub-
jecte Into the hatrbor. This use of lan-
guage Is reprehensible, The Britisher
never Jolng o moh, That Is done only
by Americana. English subjecta are al-
ways perfectly law-abiding. Under the
stern protection of the British courts
everybody, black, white and yellow, Is
perfectly secure in person and property.

The hoodlums of San Francisco when
they rald n Japanese restaurant constl-
tute a mob, The same Is true of the
Fellingham roughs when they expel the
haathen Hindlus, Biut your Vancouver
bullies on the warpath are something
vary diffarent. They are enveloped by
mn atmosphere of aristocratic calm
cavght from the King and noblliity.
When an Engllshman hurls a brickbat
at a Chinaman, the nctlon has distine-
tion, polse, a well-bred tone which can
only be communicated by the influenca
of o hereditary leisure class,

It indlzates a primitive, half-devel-
oped clvilization for an American mob
1o starm the windows of a Japanesa
joint: it proves that we have not yet
evolved slther National respect for law
or individual self-restraint. But for a
eollectlon, not a mob, of Britishers to
do the same thing indicates that they
are the ripe products of a world-old
calture rich in altruistice heradity. It
proves. that they gladly subordinate
passion to law and subdue to a decor-
ous demonstration what would In the
Unlied States Become o wild outbreak,
Wonderfel ars the advantages of living
under the soothing Influences of a ripe
and anclent civilization.

JAPANESE TRAITS.

Oregon farmers say Jap laborers are
tricky, lying, dizhonest and ever ready
to tnke advantage of thelr employer in
a plight, The tale of thesa tralts wos
disbellieved In Amerlca until the last
two or three yoars. Now comes a Cor-
ean, Prince Ye We Chong, grand-
nephew of the recently deposed Em-
neror, Ye Hyeng, and son of Chin Pom
Ye, Corean Minister to the United
States, 1806-1900, saying, in an article
written by him for the New York Inde-
pendent: “Japan Is playing the ugiy,
unjust. Inhuman, selfish and brutal
rolett in Coren, “pushing forwnrd
schemes of extortlon, robbery and cru-
elty."

With fair words and fair promises,
he says, Japan got its clutches on the
land, promising Corean Independence
and “open door” when the Coreins
nlded Jarjran against Russia, then tak-
ing porsession, when the Russians were
driven away, and forcing upon the Cor-
pan Emperor in  November, 1005, a
treaty which gave Japan a protector-
ate, yet representing it to the world as
a glad and voluntary surreader on the
part of the Coreans.

Prince Ye was one of the three Cor-
eans to The Hague Peace Conference,
whose presence there resulled inJa-
pan's recently deposing the Emperor.
He lived in Washington four years and
Iater was a military studesnt ‘n Parls.
Hiz wife Iz Russian and she and their
daughter llve in HRussia. Prince Ye's
eredentials as delegate (o the Peace
Conference were sent him by the Cor-
eun Emperor through secret pgents, He
has published a foncsimile of hls ereden-
1inls, slgned by the Emperor and bear-
ing the lmperial seal. The Japanese
have denled the existence or authen-
tlelty of the document, and claim to
have obtalned a disavowal of 1t {rom
the ex-Emperor. They have proncunced
sentence of demth upon Prince Ye and
his twu collepgues, One of the letter
has since died in New York City.

It 1s a sad tale that Prince Ye tells.
He charges that the treaty glving Ja-
pan the protectorate was resisted by
the Emperor and hls Ministers. Jap-
anesa troops were statloned around the
imperial palace “and maneuvered there
for days untll Marquls Ito had malned
audience with the Emperor.” On the
Iest night of the resistence the acting
Prime Minlster, who was the strongest
foe to the signing of the treaty, was
seized by the Japanese and flung into
o soparnte room. “Then the Japanese
extracted ‘thelr desire—a  treaty by
force from an unwilling government.*

8ince then, the writer says, Corean
finances have been “shamelessly ex-
ploited for the peculiar benefit of the
Japanese. Hundreds of Japanese sub-
jects have been engaged at salaries
often three or four times as much as
they would be given in their own ecoun-
try. Thousands of familles are dispos-
sessed of thelr property and brought to
ruin.”

The Japanese used to represent the
Russlans As tricksters and liars In d)-
plomacy. Thelr tales of Russian du-
plicity were perhaps true. But the
Japanere seem to possess ethleal stand-
ards no higher. Japan [# resolved” to
get hold of Corea, and regards that
land as legitlmate spofl of the Russian
wal. The Jupanese do not keap their

promisés in Corea as the United States
has done In Cuba. Have the Oregon
farmers judged Jap tralts rightly?

THE WOUNDS OF A FRIEND.

Bome timid people seem to fear that
Fruit Commissioner Reld's piain talk
will retard the growth of Clackamas
County. Thelr fears are groundless.
The first requisite for growth and prog-
ress 8 a clear recogniticn of the condi-
tions which need changing and of tha
faults to be corrected. To deény or pal-
liate disagreeable foacts helps nobody,
while it encourages mossback farmers
in thelr shiftlesuness.

Homeseekers will not be driven away
from Clackamas County by the *“un-
savory reputation” Mr. Reld has given

it. Homeseekers do not buy property.

without looking at it and Investigating
the neighbors. If the facts about
Clackamas dairying and horticulture
are na Mr, Reld states them, they can-
not be concealed from shrewd obsery-
ars, The attempt to mlsrepresent will
do much more harm than frank admis-
sion; for nothing repels immigrants so
thoroughly as the spirit whioch Is sat-
{sfled with slothful conditions and re-
senta Innovation.

Clackamas can best atiract home-
seckers by making the homes which
are already there thrifty, attractive
and progressive. The prominent men
who are “Incénsed" at Mr. Reld's re-
marks doubtlass find some satisfactlon
in berating him, but they could employ
themselves more uséfully In helping
weed out, the scrub . catile which, eat
up the profits of the dalry business.
The petty sum which Clackamas re-
celves for milk and cream is no credit
to the farmers of that county. They
ought to thank Mr. Reld for calling at-
tentlon to thelir neglected opportunities,

We can understand why Mr. A. J.
Lewls, frult Inspactor; resents what Mr:
Reld has to say about the uncultivated,
wormy, scraggly orchards of the coun-
ty. It Is Mre. Lewis" duty to bring
about better conditions In these or-
chards, and of course it Is painful for
him to be sharply reminded of a duty
apaprently neglected. But he would
shine more brilllantly in support of
Mr. Held's efforts for better things than
he does in opposring them. Let Mr.
1awis c¢onfess his fallings, iIf he has
fallad, and resolve to do more falthful
work In the future. This would be
much more seemly than to Join In the
foolish ontery against facts which have
been ecandidly stated.

We are informed also that Mr. Reld's
plaln language has =0 angered the
farmers that they wlil not attend the
Institutes where he is to lecture. What
do farmers go to these Institutes for?
To hear the truth, or to llsten to flat-
tering  misrepresentations? Certainly
no lecturer has o message for them
more necessary or wholesome than Mr,
Reld. HIis medicine may be caustic,
but It goes to the roots of the disease.
If the lecturers At farmers’' institutes
must pralse maossgrown orchards, be-
laud frult blackened with anthriacnose
and filled with codlin larvae, and go
into raptures over scrub cattle to titil-
late their hearers’ sensibilitles, the
sooner the institutes are abolished the
better. Men who cannot stand it te
hear the truth are beyond teaching. It
Is of no use to lecture to them.

The simple fact Is that Clackamas,
as well as every other county In the
Willametta Valley, l2 throwing away
‘boundless opportunities. The produc-
tlon of sgricultural wealth within them
iz backward and meager In spite of un-
equaled soll and climate and markets
without Hmit. The true friends of
these communities are men llke Mr,
Rald, who state facts as they are, no
matter how harsghly. Thelr worat ene-
mies are those who lebor to palliate
and prolong unthrift.

HARRIMAN'S OREGON LANDS,

Mr. Harriman, at the Sacrameanto Ir-
rigation Congress, made a new an-
nouncement about the 3,000,000 acres of
rallrond land of the Southern Pacific in
Oregon, which lund was recelved from
the Unlted States as a rallroad grant,
on condition that it should be =old to
actual settlers at $2.50 an acre.

He declared that the land 1= to ba
held as reserve for supplying raliroad
tles "twenty., thirty and fAfty years
from now, . . . and when the time
comes we Intend to have & reserve with
which we can maintzin the transporia-
tiorn lines for those that come after, =o
they shall not accuse us of wasting the
resources which we had at our c¢com-
mand.”

This means that Harriman plang to
keep the rallroad land out of the hands
of “actual gettlers.” HIs predecessors,
the recelvers of those lands, oblalned
them from the National Government,
on promise that they would comply
with the law placing them in thelr
trusteeship and sell them to actual set-
tlers at $2.50 un acre. Now Harriman
says that he will not comply with that
law, but that he will withhold the lanids
from eseltlers, In order that hls rail-
roads all over the country shall have
tles therafrom in the years to come.

All this is Harriman buncombe, Har-
riman savidently cares so little about
how *they sccuse us” in this genera-
tion that It is hard to believe he cares
more about how those of the naxt gen-
eration might "accuse us."” He 15 =im-
ply making a pretext for continuing his
hold. 1t s not right that he should
hold an Oregon area, as large In the
aggregate as the State of Connecticut;
& wilderness; just so that he can exploit
its $30,000,000 or 350,000,000 value, Ore-
gon has forest reserves and other lands
enough to keep up the supply of rail-
road ties Timber grows fast in ihis
country. New forests will start them-
zelves and grow Into big trees in twen-
ty-five years. Besides, there are lor-
ests In other states that will supply
tles. 1If Harriman had his way he
would make a reserve out of the
whole 0of Oregon; in fact, he counts 1t
his reserve now, and will not build new
rallroads in It until he shall be forced
1o do so by “invaders.”

Too many persons are reserving the
timber of Oregon for thelr own schemes
of enrlchment. This state s plastered
from one end to the other with tim-
ber speculators in syndicates and as in-
dividuals. All pretend to be zaving for
the Nation a wood supply. The truth
is, they ara keeplng out settlement and
maintalning a wllderness in order at
some future day to gratify thelr lust
for wealth.

The nead In Oregon {s the clearing up
of forest land, so that It can be used
for agriculture and for sustaining a
larger population. This i= not to say
that Iand severywhere should be de-
nuded of trees, just for the sake of get-
ting rid of them. But near the rail-
roads land should be opened to settlers,
Such lanxd Is contained In the raflroad
grants held by Harriman In Oregon.
Back from the raflroads it will be well
enough to keep the timber for future
generations,

The wise policy of the National Gov-
ernment has established forest reserves.
They will be malntalned, though many

problems are to be faced as to how best
to use them. But Harriman's resolve
to maintain a separate reserve systam
of his own is arrogant violation both of
the law and of promige to the peaple,

Harrlman's Sacramento speeth is the
first announcement from & high rsail-
roud official of the policy to bar. out
settlement. For nearly flve years the
rallrond has refused to sell the land as
the granting act of Congress provided.
Hitherto there has been vagus promise
that the land would be opened fust as
=00n as the records burned in the Ban
Franclsco fire should be restored. It is
weil to know the truth. et Govern-
meént Attorneys Townsend and MceBlalr
and Attorney-Genera! Bonaparte take
notlce. Thelr expected sult azainst
the rallroad {s awalted by the public.
Let us have It speedily.

Clvie pride 1s manifesting Itself sulf-
ably In 8t, John in placing ornamental
drinking fountalns at convenlent places
on the streets. As may be supposed,
energetic and loyal women are nt the
heitd of this movement. The first of
these fountalins, &n ornamental struc-
ture in concrete and bronze, and made
attractlve at night with electric Ughts,
will, 1t 1s expected, arrive from New
York in a few days, and will probably
be placed during the present month.
It will equal in utility and greatly out-
shine. in besuiy the old "town pump'
of New England, to which the mschool-
boys and girls of a former generation
were' Introduced by Hawthorne In a
characteristle sketch as “a cup-bearer
lo the parched populace, for whose
benefit an Iron goblet was chalred to
its waist." The modern fountain, If It
could speak, could giva no heartier wel-
come than that accorded to the thirsty
achoolboy of ths long ago by the town
pump (a= Interpreted by Hawthorne) in
the words: “*Drink, and may your heart
and tongue never be scorched by a
flercer thirst than now."

Iv iz asserted that the poultry and
eggs of the United States have an an-
nual value of 3$500,600,000. This Is a
lol of money; yet the statement has a
plausible look, If the prices of poullry
and egg= on the tables of the land, In-
chuding those of hotels, restaurants and
boarding-houses, are considered;—and
the eggs, morsover, that fre stirred
into ecnkes, egg-noggs and what not,
and the fowls of every description
aerved on the tablea, and the small
chicken or turkey sandwich sold for
fifty cents each. Yes; one may very
well believe the toial to be $500,000,000
a year. But thig i{s more than the av-
erage valtie of the wheat orop, as much
as the average value of the cotton crop,
and more than the values of the to-
bacco, sugar, petroleum and pig iron,
added together. It Is amazing indeed
to realize the extent nnd value of the
Industry of which the humble hen,
scratching for her chicks, is the central
figure.

The annual report of the work af the
Juvenlie Court In this clty proves not
only that a large majority of delin-
guent children can be saved to them-
selves and soclety, but indicates plain-
ly that these children are worth sav-
ing. A rather peculiar feature of the
showling 18 that of the whole number of
children brought before the court 258
were clazsed as children of competent
and capable parents, agalnst 238 as
chlldren of Incompetent or caraless par-
ents., It would seem that the charge
of Incompetency. or at least of care-
leasness, should He without question
uegninst any parents whose voung chil-
dren are brought before the Juvenile
Court. or any other legal tribunal, on
the charge of delinquency.

Proof of the halt In the promotion of
new enterprises, compelled by conserv-
atlve views and close money, is sup-
plied by firures presented by the New
York Journal of Commerce. During
the month of August i{n the Eastern
States the total authorized capltaliza-
tion of new enterprises amounted to no
more than $64.250,000, agalnst 55,300,000
In July, $165,450,000 in June and 3$267.-
340,000 last January. It Is the smallest
monthly record made since July of 1905,
In this exhiblt only undertakings start-
Ing with a nominal capltal of $1,000,000
ar mo are Included. Money isn't as
“ensy” as It woas; that's certain. But
Industry and business are substantial
a5 ever.

All over the United States unskliled
men are wanted at good wages Bvery
hobo shung work; no sweat in exchange
for dally bread = his motto. When
James Eades Howe leaves a2 millien
dollars to ald this clags of mendicants
he once more demonstrates that a
certiin type of philanthropist may re-
celve the benefit of education at n
first-class university without Increas-
Ing his Inherltance of common sense.

If Satan were an editor he would
publish every Intemperate utierance
from the pulpit. He would encourage
preachers to =et up asx the best type of
the modern newspaper the dlsrepuatble
daflies, He la wise enough to know
that one cheap pulpiteer neutrallzes the
conscientious work of many ministers
who preach in the spirlt of the Master,

We never knew how badly our tele-
graphic service was crippled tili yes-
terday, when w2 had to keep the Oregon
Country walting half an hour for the
result of the prizefight at San Fran-
cleco, And when we dld get the naws
it announced that the black boy had
wion the flght. The tlme I8 out of joint,
all round.

No; The Oregonlan ha=s not learned,
as was assorted by Yellow Journallam,
that the sults agalnst landgrabbers
have been discontinued in Oregon. The
Oregonian has not learned It because
it I8 not true. The trials will be re-
sumed spoedily

It I8 hard to reconcile Wall street’s
sympathy for rallroads suffering injury
at the hands of the Administration
with the unchallenged statements that
more frelght I8 In sight for the re-
mainder of the year than the railways
can carry.

Whether or pot ‘Roosevelt Is backing
one and Bryan boosting the other In
the coming Cleveland election, Burton
and Tom Johnson wiH! be running for
Mayor all over the United States.

If, indeed, rallwoy earnings tha com-
tng four months shall show a falllng
off, may not the phenbmeénon rea-
sonably be accounted for by the threat-
ened car shortage?

Despite the great calamity and the
succeeding lesser ones, San Franclsco
sustaing unimpalred the prizering in-
dustry-

As Washington, D. C., I8 to San
Francisco, so is London to Vancou-
ver, B. C

GAS PRICES LOW IN BRITAIN.

Profit in 42-Cent Hate nud Makers
Use Conl, Not Cheap OIL
Indianapolls News,

Alfred Potts, who Is touring Eng-
iand, sends valuable Information and
statistica to J. D. Forrest, secretary
of the Cltizens’ Gas Company, relative
lo_!he cost of praducing and distribut-
ing gas in English clities. Mr. Potts
was one of the original promoters of
the Cltlzens’ Gaa Company, which
sooaks to supply 60-cent gas to the clt-
izens of Indlanapolls, and he has made
persanal investigation, during hi= tour,
of the gas question In citles abroad.

His mopst recent letter follows:

“Finding myself within reach of
Plymouth, the old town I[rom which
our forefathers made thelr historic
pligrimage in the Mayflower, I looked
in the gas reports and found that
Plymouth wae selling gas at "one and
nine,’ as the English say—one shilling
and nine pence—42 cents—a thousnnd.
And so T came here for particulars,
and they nre very Interesting.

“Plymouth and Stonehouse are prac-
tically one town, with a population of
130,000,

“Thero sre 30 miles of mains.

“Consumers, 27.841. Of this number,
12418 are represented by slot meters.

“Total consumption, 1.012,478,000
cuble feer per annum.

“Rate—Private consumers, 42 cents;
for grs enginen, 38 cents

“But how long have such low rates
prevalled? Ts this an experiment of
short duratlon? Can it be kept up?
How are they able to do 1t? What do
they pay for coal and Inbor? -How do
thelr conditlon compares with ours?
These were the questions to which I
sought answers.

“In America, to get at such facts
wolld require a United States Court
order, supplemented by & crowbar.
Here all I had to do was to send In my
card to the secretary of the company,
Mr. H B. Heath, = most obliging and
clear-sighted man, who assured me at
once, on understanding my mission,
that if I needad any information which
waa not readily avallable from the
regular published reports, that he
regular publlahed reports, that he would
be pleased to furnish it from thelr rec-
ords; that while the company was &
private corporation for profit, thera
was no reason for keeping any detall
from any Inquirer who desired the In-
formation. 1 first asked him if the
present low priee of gas in Plymouth
had long prevalled.

“*Yes' he replied. ‘L&t me see—hera
in my record of prices. How far back
shall T go? he asked.

““Twenty vyears or moras, 1f you
will,) I suggested.

“Here It Is, asn Mr. Heath read It to
me from his recrods:

ISB—Pries of gan.......... 11 B9 cents
1881 —Price of goe .... s wo Bl 4 itn
1882-0—Price of ganm, ., varaade 114 48 conts
1884 10 I1B8T—Price of gas....1x 104 44 conis
1887 to 10T—FPrice of gan._....1n 1 42 cents

**Is that your lowoest rate?T I askod.

**No.' he replled, *we furniah it to

users of gas engines at one and six—
3% cvents a thousand feet—at which
price 1t 18 cheaper In gas englines than
conl In ordinary bollers’

* ..nd what la the price you have to
pay for coal for your gas?

“*That varies somewhnat,” he paid
‘Lot me sees,” referring to his books;
‘from 1888 to 1906 it cost us 13 shill-
inge and 2 pence & ton—which in your
money. is about $3.20 a ton—except In
1001, we puld 10 shillings—ahout $4.75
a ton. This year we are paving 16as, or
$4.00 a ton. These prices are, of courae,
much above the wholeaale price you
have to pay, which. 1l underetand {s
ahout $2.60.

“‘How about by-products? I asked.

"' 'e get from 14 to 18 shillings a
ton for c¢oke—33.50 to $4.50 A ton—
about the same ax In your city.”

“*Now, In regard to labor? I asked,

“*“There,’ he answerad, ‘we have the
beat of you. Your counl fa cheaper and
you get more for your residuals, coke,
tar, ate, but wo gain in the price of
jahor In moking gas. ] presume you
wlil have to pay for certain of your
men—stokers, purlfiers, common labor-
ers, ete.—twice as much as was do’f

“‘May 1 ask you one direct question,
which our people are asking? Assum-
ing that we have no advantage over
you In the cost of coal or pricea re-
celved for coke or other by-products,
and assuming that our labor will cost
twice as much as yours, what will be
our slituation? In other words, Mr.
Henth, take your own plant, and sup-
pose the cost of all labor entering into
the making and distribution of gas to
Lbe exaotly double, At what price would
yvyou have to sell gas to put yourself
on the same basls as You are today,
with & 6% per cent dividend to sour
stockholders, which I sase you are pay-
Ing, and & considerable sum to a re-
serve fund?

“ “The totml cost of labor In our works,
including both the making and dis-
tributlon—Iin other words, evervhody
up to my office, contalning the book-
keeper and caahier—in exactly elght
pence and forty-three-hundredths on
edch 1000 feet of gas made. Now, an-
swering your question as glven, sup-
pose all this labor cost has to be
double, what must we then charge for
EasT Here it In in our money and
yours, &8 near as [ can show it:

Promsnl price - o 1m0 Y 42 rente
Add Tor doubling cost labar., S.434 10.80 cents

Total e R RaS ot sl n v BN A centa

“*A trifie less than 89 cents of yvour
money. So yvou see, If you have to pay
Bs much for coal ns we do and get
only the same price for your by-prod-
urts and your labor through the whole
process cosys you twice as much, which
i& not probable, you can, with econom-
leal management, xell gas at 60 cents
A thousant feet and make a profit, pro-
vided always that you have a suffliclent
volume of business to getl the average
resultes.”

“Puring the above Interview Mr
Henth had been reéforring to a printed
‘fport to stockholders,” which was on
the table before us. Referring to it, 1
sald: ‘Mr. Heath, I have often wWon-
derad at the difference In  business
methods in your country sand ours. You
don’'t seem to hesitate to malke quite
publlc Inside detalls of your affairs,
which It would be utterly Impossible
for us to secure in regard to one of gur
publie utility corporationsa.’

“*You refer to this report to stock-
holders. 1 suppose.” he replied. “Well, 1
don't see mny reason for secrecy about
it. We are serving two constituencles
—our stockholders, who are Interested
in dividends, and the consumers, who
are Interesting In securing gas ot as
cheap a rute as posglble. By absolute
publleity both =sides ore easlly satls-
fled.

“'Here,' he continued, ‘are our re-
ports to etockholders of June, 1806, and
Jiune, 1907 You sea there s a plaln
statement of evervthing, Including our
profit, which was as follows:
LO00—E2N T 2u B ..o eacaaa.s L §lEz IO 60
I0T—E28. 021 1 B ..onvernconran, HELOOD NS

“ *THis |8 the net profit, you see, after
charging in every possible cost of the
business made on gas sold at 38 and
42 conts a thousand feet, figured in
your money.""™

He Pnssed in the Night.
BEust Oregonian.

We don't know just how zealous idoi-
aters we are until some prominent poli-
tician comes along and we all rush o
the train to get A glimpse of him. Really,
ft Is enough to make public men corrupt

and arrogant to ses the abject toadylsm
| af the peonle at tlmes. ]

ROOSEVELT AND CANNON.

Possibillty of Very Serious
tsm Between Them.
Bpringfleld (Mass.) Republican

It is beginning to be hinted In. the pub-
prints—what hns been flatly proposed
the Inner clrele of the Con-
sanhadrim—that
Roosevell will be rounded upp with a jerk

enactment of
embodying the balance of his reform pro-
Thes stand-pat
ing whispersd about, Is to have an extien-

and the awollen fortunes.
understood to be
executioner of the remainder of the Roose-
velt policies—lord high executioner In the

agalnst them and use hls power us speaker
to stifle them.

understood to be
stand pat on the record as It is now made

and rodiealism
utmost 1imit of

enough for the present,
has been fostered to the

to contempliate
as the Irishiman remarked about the truth,
it 18 sometimes too precious to be used on
every paltry ocoaalon. Mr. Cannon belleves
the Republican
got reform to burn—many timex as much
as I8 nesded to elect the next President
It is Nigh time to paclfy the reactionaries
and reconcile them to voting the Republi-
the Prealdent
has his friends Introduce bills
rigld Governmental
oapitalization,
pushes a scheme to-livenss corporations
Interstate commercs,
If he urges an inheritance tax
law smiting swollen
This would be

next Congress,
Ing serlously considersad, we may be sure.
whom does the next Congress belong? If
memory Is not at faanit, It was universally
acknowledged that the return of & Repulb-

Representatives

been several yvears
without its sanctimonious wig on, &
thelr contempt
Rhode Ialand and Minnesota went Demo-
kept Congress for

1 Roosevelt policles; the

Ropublican Congressmen who woere elected

would support the President,

rob the President of a Congress that wns
chosén almost
Issue, the country may lgok for high times

gle for the control of the Republican. ma-

authority as speaker would overawe the
representatives who
will know soarcel;
than that to the man in the Walte House ?

organize the House without Mr. Cannon's

abomination of reaction within

White House,

The Seeanw of Liviag.
Ploncer Press
The firat thought of ulmost every wage-
this perplexity,

palnfully comvinced, and after successive
been granted an e of pay computed
Lo offset the general
pricea of the necesgaries of life,
that the old problem ati

as llke as not
ployers have o

price of product or service, so that the

Good Anywhere Just Now.
Jefferson Review,
The town ling a deserted appearance at

dsen being At the hopyarde.

QULPFS VARIORUM.

Lisutenant-Ggyvernor of Misslaslppl. Thus the

man gets soma Indirent

Georgn'n ex-wive

sleep.—Philadelphia

1o twe families™—

adelphin Record

kaeping down

eeonomical polltles —Washington Star

OUR CHIEF ITMPORTS.

Sugnr nnd Coffee Head the List, by
Quantities.
New York Sun.

We are =0 accustomed to study our
Imports by total values in each class that
we lose sight of the enormous o
lar

those values represent und the
crease In each lne (excopt
recent years 2 are the
Stutistics flgures o 1880 mngd
yvenrs, of the chlef ne, o
about one-Balf of our total lmpo

Sugar, pounds
Coffee, pounds
Hides of catthe,

pounds .. 10, 306,020
Tinplate, pounds. 08 {84820
dogens LML, B0, 15

ands T4. UKD 8O0

W T Wl

goat skins & 3

Tin in plg

atc., pounds 67,542,107
Hides, sxcop; cat-

tle and goatsx

pounds . . a6, nis, 788 105, 111.108
Ny, 1pE 254 %0, 202 404
51008, 000 76,003 838

pounds - MLINE, 158 104,701,754
Copper In Plgw.

ete, pounds | .. 3DEI607 I8, 442.715
Ceino, pounds. ... D12, 004 GL24BB10
Spicen, pounds... 31,080,530 55,0082,
Dresagoode, wonl

sjuare yards o7.008 ARY 48,025,017
Checse, pounds 11,526,175 S0.545,70a
Tobmceo, lent,

9.888,781 31,043,904
0,601,145 18,720,707
A 14T 045 T.5T0,528
4.002,808 6,.336.546

foat .... —y 423,089 034,108
Champagne, dozen

hottles i 262,571 410,400
Nitrate of ssda,

o e S 123814 342,078
Sisn]l grase, tons.. T1.HDR o001
Manila hemp, tons G105 B4.515
Wood pulp, tons., 310 213,110
Plg lron. tonw 23,018 B B4
Cogpper are, tons. 10202 TR 488

Bome of the 1M7 lines of import show
increases over 188 which are falrly start-
ing, particularly those which are ma-
terials for ume in factories. Bosldes these
great Increases in quantity there s aleo
the increase In priea which has attendsd
ench line of Import.

Whipping of Hogo Albrecht.
Oregon Clity Courler.

It ig ndmitted by all the parties to tha
nerimontous argument pver the whip-
ping of Hugo Albrecht at the State
Penltentiary that the beating actually
tock place. That is enough. There s
no noesd of quibbling over whether
the hoy was [ncorrigible or not;
whether he was hoalf-witted or of
sound mind. It |s not necessary to In-
aire If twenty-four or twenty-cight
lashes were laid on the boy's bare
shouwlders ar if hisg bleeding body was
properly “salved" after the barbarous
attack, Nelther Is It to the point to in-
quire whéther ths lad fainted ddring
the shamearfill episode
Had u horse or i ocow beon subjected
to such crue] torturs the Humine Bo-
clety would have Intorvened and the
strong arm of the lnw would have madas
ftsnlr folt. Publle opini would long
ago have demanded o digscontinuance of
such Inhuman and unusual punishment
had the puble not bean Ignorant of tha
fact that such o pracuce was In vogue
at the Penitentiary It will demand
that discontinusnce now

Thiz s not a political question, It
develaps that it hay been the practice
under all administrations and the puh-
li¢ now belng apprised of the fact cries
in o woloe that cannot but be henrd,
shame, shame, shame On any and every
muan who has been In any WAY prespe
utbhle for such & degradation of
American Institution.

The publle Is now load to inquire
what measuros of punlshment ure
sorted to at the Insane Asyhim.
altuatlon suggcsts a commission with
visfting authority to watch over our
public Institutions and the members of
that commisaion to be selacted by the
pc--.p]r

Wil pur noxt Lagisintura create auch
n commission? Let us take care that
it does.

The Renson For Coanveralon.
Washington Star,

“The late Sir Willlam Henry Perkin,
the fnventor of coal tor dyes' eald a
Philadelphin chemist, “had a sigularly
lucld mind. I once heard him talking
nbout the mlssic ry movement.

“Sir WiliHam bhad been for years &
warm supporter of this movement, and
he praised 4t highly, but he condamned
pertain phases of it, Hustrating the phags
he meant by a quotation from a letter—a
letter written by the notable Capt. Davia
cretury Whalsingham about the con-
veriion of the Indians,

“The lotter ran:
wope these people (the Indians) wers

: wr to the Christian faith
they might soon ba brought to rTelish A
more giviiized kind of Jtfe, and be thereby
induced to consume greater quantities of
put coarser woolen manufactures.

A Philippine Grievanees,
New York Bun

Poerhaps if aur Congress could be pre.
vajied upon to grant the Fillpinos thae
same privileges as have been conceded to
the Porto Rlcanm, %0 that the sugar, to-
baceo and other products of the lalands
could enter our ports duty free, the ac-
tivity and prosperity which undoubtedly
would follow might cause the best part of
the Filipinoe electorate to welcome mors
cordinlly the of of partinl agtonomy.
As it Ig they know that the export and
tmport trade of the little lsland of Porto
Rico with the United States is between
two and three times as large as s that
of the extenslve and populous Philippine
archipeiigo

IS IT SEAWORTHY?

—From The Milwaukes Sentinel

L g— r AR A - T— — L



