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COURTS AND THE LAW.

A cynic haa sald that we misuse lan-
gunge when wo call our legal tribunals
courta of justico. We ought, he avers,
to oall them courts of Injustice. With-
out sccepting his opinlon in 18 some-
what rash positivencss we may admit
that thera are many facts which ex-
ocuse If they do not support it. There
& no denying thot sometimes the
courts lend themselves with singular
facility 1o the advancement of the
gredatory echemes of the trusts. The
story of the relations between the Gas
Trust of New York and the Federal
iDistrict Court which has become the
foatar father of its intorests against
the people 18 quite llkely to remaln
classicnl as an fllustraton of what the
Iaw can do to maks plunder ensy anid
ijustice difficult. A commitiee of the
New York Leglalature, after painstak-
ing Investigntion and with every wish
‘20 be falr o the pramises, Tfound that
the Gas Trust could make gas at 80
jeonts & thonsand. To allow the monop-
oly falr prorit, ths Leaglalature, acting
on the facis found by the committes,
fixed the price at 50 cents a thousand.
This ia a met profit of one-third, or
3 1-3 p=r cont.

A farmer who could make such a re-
turn as this from his investment by
dint of 16§ hour® work a Jday and no
holdaya or Sundays would dance with
Joy, but the Gas Trust ecalled it confis-
cation, Such aro the different ideals
which those acquire who llve respee-
tively on thelr own work and the
work of othere, Followlnhg the invari-
able rule of ail the big miscreants
when they get into trouble, the Gus
Trust ied ftself with a mle of woe to
i1he Federal Court end thersa the Trust
found ecomfort and consolation. The
court hastened to cust over shiver-
fng shoulders &f the monopoly an in-
junction, that mantle which warms
and epothes so many bereft plrates and
slilelds s many predaceous millien-
alres from threatened punishment.
The injunction forbade the officers of
tha State of New York to enforce the
legisintive act which set the price af
s at §0 ¢ante and parmitted the mon-
opoly to choarge ts old price of 3!
The difference, however, was to be held
in trust to ba vestored to {he consumer

on

he

whati the court has mide up its
whether the rate of 80 cents a thou-
sand 18 confiscatory or not, If it evér

does. The opposite question whether
the old ruts of £l confisoates the prop-
erly of the consumer of course does
not disturb the judicial serenity In the
least,

This case 18 of more than lncal inter-
et because 1t 1lluatrates clearly the
distinotion between proper and Im-
proper use of the Federaul authorlty,
acd the attitude of the trusts in each
insmtance. The proper exercise of Fad-
emal authority, that Is In mattere which
are beyond the adequate control of the
#taten, is bitterly resleted by the trusts.
When It s attempted thaey shrick
usurpation and cry that the eacred
dootrine of state rights {3 infringed.
Thus the Federal authority to regulate
the ralironds, to overses the transpor-
tatlon of food products and 1o check
the ewil of child labor is denied by
every predstory oorporation in  the
country. While, on the other hand, all
these interests are a unit in asserting
that the Federnl Courts have authority
to override stats legislation in matters
purely local, though common sanss Jde-
clares that this ought to belong to the
siaten exclusively, Hereln 18 the
beauty of monopolistio consistency.
Where the Federal Government could
advance the publle walfare it has no
authority; where the states could act
in the interest of the public they anlso
have no authority. Thue the monopo-
lles, should the trust theory prevall,
are ahogether without restraint and
may plunder with a free hand.

It i this comtemptuous nullification
of proper state legisiation dy the Fed-
eral Courts which constitutes the real
danger 1o our Institutions, The exer-
clse by Comgress and the President of
the authorily to regulate matiers of
national concern can never have such
&n effect. Federal regulation of rates,

‘dublous Mnancial moethods of the magnates
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hinder the states from making euch]
rules as seem proper within thelr own
boundaries. Such exercise of national
wuthority In no wise dimlnishes the
just prerogatives of the states. But
when a Federal Judge with a stroke of
his pen annals a duly enacted law of
& state Legislature then he mnot only
cantemns the legltimate authority, or
tight, of the state but heo comiributes
to bring all law into contempt. Who
will respect state laws when a singie
judge, without the formality of Inves-
tigatlon even, can annul or suspend
them as if in comparison with the
profite of o trust they wera utteriy
Inglgnificant? When the judges act as
if the state laws were trivial and pre-
sumably mnull, what must we expect
from private cltizens and corporations?
Who will respect the law If its ap-
pointed administrators and guardians
tresat it so flippantly.

The Federal Judge does not even
think It warth his whila to investigate
the conetitutionality of the New York
statute himse!f. Ha has other duties
mors jmportant,. He suspends the law
a8 & matter of routine, &t the instance
of the trust, and delegates the task of
investigation to a subordinate, a "mas-
ter,” so-called, “And this person 8 to
declde whether the Legislatura of the
first state in the Unlon was or was
not competent to do its duty. We have
seem no comment upon these phases of
the matter from those ardent cham-
plons of state rights who are =0 dis-
turbed at the uveurpations of the Presi-
dent end Congress,

MR. DAVEY AND THE RAILROADS.

It was not good policy nor proper
courtesy nor -the honest truth for the
Chapin bill lobbyists to characterize
the opponents of the appointive feature
ax “raillroad forces” If the bill shall
be defeated, It wil be because of the
blundering tactice of its friands. By
its blundering friends we do not mean
is supporiers in the House or Senate,
nor the putative author of the meas-
ure. We mean the nolsy and aggres-
Elve lobby from Portland, led by Mr.
Teal. This lobby has cared a great
desl more, apparently, to turn the ma-
chinery of the commission over to the
Governor than it has to get an effentive
measure on the statute books which
ehould be under direct control of the
people through nn elective commission.

Speaker Davey, for example, s Iin-
solently and falsely characterized by
Ar. Teal's Portland orgun as tha leader
of the rallroad forces. No newspapor
that knows M1, Davey and desires to
do0 him justlice would have been be-
trayed in making such a statement. It
i not true. He I8 an Independent,
vigoroue and honest man who {s not to
be influenced by improper rallroad sep-
resentations on the ans hand, nor by
the mallclous falsehoods of a lying
newspapar on the other. The repre-
gentutives who stood with Mr, Davey
a4t Salem sought to amend the Chapin
bill by making the commission elective,
beginning with 1008, the first election
following the present leglslative see-
elon. Everybody at Balem now agrees
that 4 commiasion should be elected,
but the whole controversy has arisen
as to whethar Governor Chamberiain
shall or shail mot have power to ap-
point the temporary <commlssioners.,
After Chamberlain all are willing that
the people are to elect. But why
Chamberialn? Because, of course, cer-
taln interents desire that he shall con-
trol this important patronage. There
iz mo other reason. If the Chapin com-
miselon blll or any commission blll shall
not Le enacted, It will be becauss of
thls strong effort to make a politicnl
matter out of a measurs that should
be entirely divorced from politice and
left absolutely to the people,

WALL STREET'S AILMENT.

street has for some time been
feeling a4 growing stringency in the
money market. Thls piringency came
at a bad time, for the railroad forces
in the “street” have been preparing to
finance pome big loans for improve-
ment and construction work. With the
country turning off the most valuable
crop of agricultural products that we
have ever marketed, with every lactory
in the Iand running full time and over-
time, anmd Wwith smployment at good
wiages of every man who ¢ares 10 work,

Wall

It seems somewhat sirange that there
shoudd be a tight money marker in the
filnnneial headquarters of the country.

"he existence of this siringency, how-
ever, hos been selzed by =ome of the
Wall etreet thimblierigrera and defend-
ers of corporation abuses ag an excuse
for belaboring the Government for en-
deavoring correct some «of the
ambusex and regulnte the movements of
some of the big corporations,

If New York, ne reported, {8 experi-
encing A4lfficulty In securing the money
needed for flotatlon of some of her
chemes for bulldlng of new
it not the fault of the
are working earnestly for
pordtion reform, The bleme rests

lely with the mén who are now suf-

ing. Desplte the warnings that have
been so often sounded, Wall street has

'r for o moment censed the practice
weing Tnilrond propertles and the
banse of othar securities as mere ma-
chines for gambling purposes. It has
reached a point where the men nearesat
the stock-ticker were the only ones who
ecould make anything out of the eecuri-
tles. As a result, the outslde Investor
who originally put up his money for
the purposs of getting In return an in-
coms based on the actunl earning
capacity of the road or the manufac-
turing plant hes now drawn out of the
gitme and left Wall street in the hands
of the speculators with whom it s &
case of “dog-ent-dog.”

There Is no notlceabla money strin-
gency outelde of New York, and no one
outslde of Wall street I8 to blame for
the wunpleasant condition of affairs
within that thoroughfare It is not
alone in this country that the apolo-
glsta for Wall street will be unable to
convince the peopls (hat the scarcity
of funds is due to fright over the in-
vestigations, but Iin Europe the sltua-
tion s egqually wall understood. The
London Eoconomist, in a discussion of
the matter, says that "The most serl-
ous question which confronte the very
eble group of financlers who practical-
Iy control the American railroad sys-
tem is the problem of how best to ralse
the fresh cagital required for new con-
struction work, duplication of lines and
provision of addéitional equipment ren-
dered necessury by the growth of traf-
flc.” That the cause of this difficulty
is fully understood in London & shown
by the following from the Economist:

Ths rallroads are, In fact, faced with the
problem that, whils the publle !s urgently
demanding inereased facilities and acoam-
modation, 1t shows no gront eagernesa to
put up the maoney required for the work

There is iittie doubt that this condition aof
AfTalrs has resulted very largely from the
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themaelves, who hasve auccesded In thor-
oughly disgusting bpth the American and
European |nvestor, but that refiecilon does
pot help mnattern It {8 ynfortunats, too, that

Suble suanjclon 1o such & cass Ukg pha

raln, falls upon ths just and unjust alike,
so that rompanies which have always been
conservatively managed suffer for the sina
of thelr wenker brethren.

Just how long It will take the faver
of financial stringancy, which has fol-
lowed the numerous epeculative de-
bauches of Wall streel, 1o subside s
uncertaln, but the eituation at present
is s0 chaotic that It scams a certainty
that a good many of tho profits of
previous “melon cuttings™ will be ab-
sorbed in tiding some of the echemes
over until the confidence of the publie
is regained. There ia nothing sericusly
wrong with the country, but Wall
street 1s euffering from the too Tapid
absorbtion of fll-gotten gains.

OBJECT LESSON IN BHIFPING.

The edvertising columns of The Ore-
gonlan contaln a notlce reading as fol-
lowea:

FOR GALE—THE CLIPPER IRON BARK
Melanope, parilally dismasted, as she now
Ues at Antorid, Or.; carrlos 2300 toom desd-
weight of cargo or 1L485.000 fast of lumber;
hull In perfect condition, sto. .
Hereln might be acented an oppor-

tunity for soma local capitallst to se-

cure n bargain in shipping. The

Melanope, with slight repalrs to her

rigging, can again be made a 100 Al

ahip. &he has In the past carried
numerous curgoes of Oregon wheat to
foreign markets, and has also carried
much lvmber from Pacific Coast ports.
She Is today one of the speediest sail-

ing ships afleat, and with minor re-
palrs would be a credit to any flag
under which she =will sail. And the
price at which this fast, staunch

frelghter will be sold will not excead
$15,000.

With such a rarsa bargain in shipping
property, it might be expectad that our
Portland capitalists would all rush
down to Astoria when the ship e eold
Freiday and bld on the eraft, But they
will not do so. Our beneflcent laws,
which prevent admisslon to American
registry of any vessel not bullt in this
couniry. make thls Melanope bargain
available to the Britlsh, Germans, Jap-
nnesd and all other nations on earth,
but our own citizens are denled the
right to purchase cheap ships which
will admit of their successfully com-
peting with other nations., In conse-
quence the Melenope will be bid In by
some ons who will place a foreign flag
over her. We have under the Ameri-
can flag a few melnl ships of similar
age, style and build to the Melanope.

These vesselm were smuggled In
ngainst viclent protest when Hawall
becarne an Ammerican dependency.
arecaglly worth $60,000 to §70,000.

h,
in fact, would sell, In the open market,
for that flgurs today, as they are pay-

ing bandsome mprofits on that wvalus-
tion. Just at present they are making
enormous profits In the coastwise
trade, but, as soon as that slackens up
agaln, they will drift back into the
forelgn trades In competition with the
cheap ships of other natlons. We wiil
then find the §15,000 Melanope paying
good dividends on & freight rate which
would bs rulnous for American vessels
representing & valustlon from thiree to
flve times as great,

The merchant paying 3100 per month
rent for the same amount of space and
in the same line of trade as his nelgh-
bor who pays but $2 per month, will,
under the stress of sharp competltion,
be bested. If he followed the polley of
the shlp subsidy grafters he would Im-
madiately demand Government agsiet-
ance to make prafitable his unprofit-
able business. If he obeyed the dic-
tates of common sense, and displayad
American Indepandence, he would at
onca rent $26 qoarters and be on even
terms with hls competitor, Some day
America will enter the shipplng busi-
ness again, but not untll we are af-
forded the same oppartunity for secur-
ing phips as ie granted our competitors

A QUESTION OF SIMPLE HONESTY.

The question of glving full welght
and measure in grocers’ suppllies is one
of simple honesty in business dealing.
It is discreditable to a clvilized peaple
that a law compelling the observance
of this principle of equity between
seller and buyer @ necessary for the
protection of tha latter Why, In-
deed, should & man who sells five
pounds of lard and recelves pay there-
fore at a stipulated price per pound,
furnish but four pounds, or even a
fraction less than flve pounds? Why
should the purchaser of five pounds of
crackers pay for the cardboard box in
which they are put up at the same mte
per pound that s charged for the
crackers? And why should a law that
provides that the packnge, pail, can
or bottle tn which grocers' goods are
sold shall contaln full weight or mens-
ure in the contents work, as 1t s con-
tendexi that 1t will, “a hardship” upon
the dealer?

Even granted that #t would work a
hardship on tha dealer, what Is to be
sald about the hardship that short
weighls and measures work upon the
purchaser? The rights In these prem-
ises are surely not all on the side of
the purveyor of grocers' goods, The
head of a family who pays something
for nothlng in short welght here, and
short measure there, day after day,
month in and month out, surely has a
grievance in the matter, and thile griev-
ance the Lezigiature now sitting at
Salem is asked to redress by e clauss
in the pure food law that requires the
grocer 16 give full welght and full
measure in package supplles as he is
presumed to do when selling In bullc

If the Bill that provides for trus net-
weight labeling of all trade packages
and bottled goods becomes a Jaw & can
of sardines, for exaimople, will have to
be iabeled with the exact welght of the
sardines It contalns. And why not?
Replying to this question a prominent
retall grocer of this city saya: “Wa
can’'t take time to label all the tradas
packages and bottled goods that we
el It may be submitted that the
honest man should ba able to find time
to conduct his business In acecordnnca
with the simplest precepts of honesty.
Selling goods short in <welght and
measure Is taking, under the cloak of
business expediency, money from the
pockels of purchasers for which no re-
turn 18 given. Buch an aect, when
practiced by the vagrant, is held to
be in direct violation of tha elghth
commandment—an interdiction that is
reiterated in jaw and the viclation of
=which s followed by penalty In every
civilized Jand under the sun.

The newsapaper storles of our bar
pilot and tug sarvice at the mouth of
the river for many mouths have indi-
cated qulte cleariy that the port weas
suffering a handicap which should be
remedied. Thers has been a shifting of
blame, and, with tug and pilot interests
conflicting at times, it haa been Impos-
gible to accamplish much in the way of
reforon. The Port of Columbia hill
now before the Oregon Leglslature was
drafted for the exclusive purpose of
maintaining an efficlent economical
tug and pllot service at the mouth of
the river, Ws heve reached a point in

our maritime growth where It Is abso-
lutely essentinl that port charges
ehould be no higher hers than at the
ports whose competition we are begin-
ning to feel. It is impossible to reduce
our charges, under tha existing order
of things, uand, If the Port of Columbia
DIl cannot be passed, we should at

onced abolieh all compulssry pliotage.
The sarvice at the womt would not
hring the port Into any greater dis-

favor than that In which we now stand
with the forelgn shipowner.

The bllizs of Senator Miller, of Linn-
Marlon, providing for the establish-
ment of a etate institutbon for the
feable-minded and for itas support for
the ensulng two years dre measures
that commend themselves &t ones to
the humanitarian and the social and
political economist. In common hu-
manity thesze creatures should not be
classed and domiclied with the Insane;
they should not be permitiad to Tun st
large or ramain In thelr own homes,
since they thereby become o menace to
the community through thelr ilabllity
to propagats their kind and through
the burdens that they add to thrift by
their inabllity to take care of them-
selves and their witlesa progeny, It is
clearly the part of wisdom to segre-
gute thesa peopla and placa such re-
strictions upon them as will pravent
thelr multiplication, and as ¢learly the
part of humanity to take care of them
and teach them such simple Industrial
arte as they may apply to thelr own
support,

The effort to secure the repeal of the
law prohlbiting crimping should fail
The sallor bosrding-house business in
this port Is now conducted In a more
satiafactory manner than ever before.
Mr., Stoddard, of San Franciaco, and
Mr. Fursneth, of San Francisco, may
of course -have the interest of Port-
land at heart in seeking repeal of the
law, but will not redound to the
credit of our port if we open a4 way by
which eallors can be enticed from for-
elgn ships for the purpose of fllling
berths on coasters. A repesl of the
existing lawa would be a step beck-
wards to the days of Jim Turk, Bunco
Eelly et al. Mr. Btoddard, of Ban
Francieco, will need to advance some
stronger argument than that “‘corre-
sponding Federal statutes have long
since hean repealed” and that the pres-
ent loaw s *“‘useless' Tt has at least
had the effect of checking the whole-
sale desertions which in the past have
placed 4 dayk blot on our port.

i
i

Sheepraielng Is one of the most profit-
able Industries of this state. Why not
let the sheep barons take measures to
protect their flocks from the predncecus
coyote and the skulking mountain lion
and pay for such protectlon out of the
large profits of thelr business? Why

ehould the people of the entire state, or
of any portlon thereof, be taxed to pro-

tect

& single Industry, and one that
out milllonaires every year?
Why Should the pests of sheep hus-

bandry be exterminated or checked at
the publle expense, and h-:-r[i-:uTmriMn‘
campelied to flght at their own expense
the pests of their orchards? Why
should the wheatgrower be left unajded
to guard agninst smut and weevil out
of the Income from hila crops and the
public he taxed to destroy the enemies [
of the woolgrower?

The presage of damage by freexzing
to the extent of 60 per cent of the hop
piants in some of the the
Willametta Valley s, no doubt, pre-
muature. It i= difffemit at this
of the year to pass apon the
of dormant roots well buried in the
goll. The probabillty life in roots
thus protected far outweighs the possi-
bility that they have teen killed by
freezing. It Is as yeét too early to de-
cide this guestion with any degzree of
accuracy. This belng true, and It be- |
ing also ioo eariy to plow up the hop-
yards and reset them or plant them to
eome other crop, it |ls the part of wis
dom to withhold discouraging prog-
noatications
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The cscape of a number of "'boys”
from the Reform School, the leaders
of whom were practlcally grown men,
with seamingly an uncontrollable ten-
dency toward evil ways, suggests the
poesibility that the quality of humanity |
has been stralned In deallng with these
truanis, The Reform School la for
wayward boys, not for grown men
eager for A chanoe 1o commit crime

An indignant Portland woman chased
her errant husband for elght hours and
canght him just in time to prevent his
elopement «dnd to elap the other
woman'ad face. It Is understandable
why she might want to have a little
interview with the other woman; but
what does sha want with such a hus-
band?

The loafers around that Woodbumn
saloon who drove the Japaness section
hands out of town might possibly have
got a little publle sympathy if they had
winted the jobs themselvea, But they
diin't. They eimply wanted the Jap-
anese not to hava them.

We really wonder {2 Mr. Joey Teal
end his disinterested assoolutes would
have been 0 powerfully insistent for
an eppointive raflroad commission if
Mr. Withycombe had been elected Gov-
arnor, or Mr, Geer? We wonder,

The President doesn't seem 1o under-
gtand that Mayor Schmitz and other
fallow patriots, ndicted and unindict-
ed, are ambassadors extraordinary at
Washington from the soverelgn state
of California.

It was pemsistently rumored on the
sireets yesterday that Senator Hodson,
of Multnommh County, will be the
gTand orator selected by the local Irish
to deliver the next 8t. Patrick's day
oration,

All thae Democrats in the state Sen-
ate think the Governor should appoint
the rallroad commission. Surel But
how did the Democratie party in the
House get away?

Mr. Teal, it seems, wanted one rall-
rond commission Bill, and the Legisin-
turn is disposed to enasct another,
There are %W mighty stubborn men in
Oregon.

Attorney Delmas continues to make
it clear that Thaw killed White be-
cause he (Thaw) was Insane, and also
hecause he (White) ought to have been
killed.

War with Japan would be tough
enough, but, then, Californla will not
have to fight it, or pay the ensuing
pensions,

Just give Old Sol a little time and
he'll golve all problema about coal and

lwdo_ﬂ ehortage, J

STAND BY THE BURNS BILL.

Mr. Myers Supports Measure In Inter-
est of Fair Dealing.
PORTLAND, Feb. 12.—{To the Edlter.}—
BEvery just-minded person in Portland
ought to rally to tha support of Burns'
honest food and trade bill, though I ses
n few Interasied parties are opposed to
 § But why should any honeat doaler
apologize for tha practice of defrouding
hls customers by irt welghts and moas-
urea? That practice 15 robhery, Nothing
¢lse can be made out of it, and it (s
surprinlng thit any one should pttempt to

BOUND FAST BY RED TAFPE,

Down Timber Golng 1o Wanste Becanse
Law Forhlds Sale.

OREGONTAN NEWS BUREATU, Wash-
ington, Febh. & —There's maney going o
waste in Klickitnt County owing to dé-
parimental methods and red tape, as well
ns tha of thera being Inw
} under which actlon can be taken. Last
Spring stormp  passed through
this country, felling an immense number
of trees, practically all the timber .n

to foct no

BOVEars

defend it |tw0 townslips being razed. This timher
One retaller of groceries is represented | is on the ground, ia raplily bluing sand
as saying, In dafense of the manu = | unleéss something 15 done hy. which It
turers, that "There was no attempt | ean ba utilized 1t soon will he worthless
the par:t of the manufacturers of ti for limber purposes, Thers g A #sale
goods to defraud or deceive the pub for this t!mber, but the Jumber com-
Hoe may belisve that statemant, but few | panies are afraid to touch it, as the
of his customers wilL 1f the manufac- | home: avderas upon whose Innd it is ly-

turers are Innocent, how Is it
welghts and measurcs are alwa
or light, and never too long

heavy. Do things “happen’ {n the
The argument iz too thin,
dealer think the peoples are “‘chu
be imposed upon forever? ILik !
in the fabls who went to visit the =ick
llon, he noticed that the tracks of all his
predecessors pointed Inwnrd and none
outward, mnd hs very wisely concluded
that thers was Intended milschief on the
Inside of the door.

Another apologlst for rascallty does not
think the manufacturers will obey tha
law or put on labhels in accordance with
its provisions,
stay out of this market. The people here
eun live without them and thelr products
No honest man thinks it troublesome to
obey the law, and robbers of whalever
grada or profession ought to be com
pelled to obey It Btill another apologist
for the prevalling practice of getting
someothing for nothing, in an lmportant
line of tragde, says "It willl {inconvenience
dealers.’”” This ja too bad! They have
had n Juggle for o number of yearas where-
by they got other people’'s money for
nothing, and now, to disturb that very

Lhelr
short
Lo

pleasant and for them, profitable arrange-
ment, 18 hardly to be thought of, No,
the people must “grin and bsar It as It

will be the moking of the manufpcturars,
at lenst, If not some of the apoiogist re-
tallers, too,

Every parson who belleves {n falr deal-
Ang should stand by the Burns measure—
actively and positivaly.

IJ.

W, MYERS

BUSINESS OF CRIMPING SAILORS

Hritiah Consul Laldinw Deprecates a
Change In Exinting Law,

ORTLAND, Feb, 12.—(To the Edl-
tor.)—My attention has been called to
the Introduction of a Bill tho Loxls-
lature to repenl seéctlons 2070 and 2071
of the Oréegon Coce.

According to publisheq atatementa of
the Seamen's Unlon sand Shipowners’

Assoolation taese sections are “'use-
1e88."" If there sections arpg useless,
why should an organized asttempt be
made to reépeal them? No provislons
of the law are useless which are In-
tended to preveny as far as possible
tha businesa of erimping saliors. And

the animus of thiz blil apparant Lo
anyone who knows the clifcumstances
and ls-to render it easler to procure
sallors from foreign vessals in order
to plitce thom on consting crafl. The
foreign trade } already sufficliant

difficultiesr to contend with in Pacliic
Coast ports without discounting ox-
isting precautions If the Legisintur
repealed the legallzed notorlous chn 3
of 330 por man for procuring a sallor

there would he less incentive to en-

| ticing him from his eamployment. Thore

ahould be & limit to the charges for
thls service, bue It Is dirfcult to under-
stand why the empld r of a sullor
| ehould FHave Lo pay this outrageous

sum, whan un empleyment agent would
not chargs over 35 ot the -outsida for
procuring other laborers
JAMES LAIDLAW,
. M. Consul

Stmplifled Spelling Gets pn Innlng.
Washington (D. C.) Disy
There wis an exhibit of slmpll =pell-
ing In the House lately which greatly
amused those members interested In theo
river and harbor hill In order to ilius-
trate the arguments made In suppori of
14-foor channel from Chleago to the
Representative Hartholdt displayed

before tha Houss and had pluced upon
a large <easel in front of the Speaker's
desk, a map of the Missleslppl River

Valley, upon which the draughisman had
indicated the names of citles, rivers, aml
Inkes, xpellad In o muanne heretofore un-
known even to tha Pr dent, Hrander
Matthews, or Josh Billings. The map
showed the following places: ‘‘Slox City,"
“Iubuge,” “Plithure”” “‘Loulsvile," 3lis-
sour River.” "Mlsisipl River,” “Soupler
Lake."

Members who examined the map care-
fully and noted the orthography
of Mr. Barthioldt whether th ¥le
was the President's reformed speiling (dea,
or whether It was a Duteh method.

School] Girls Inltiated With Acld
Indlanapolls (Ind.) dlspatch.
Misz Hazel Relsner, Misa Bertha

Hoffman and Miss Lilllan Kern, High
School students, were [nitiated in the
&lpha Gamma Tau Soclety here a few
nlghts ago, and through the attendance
of physicians upon them the clrcums-
stances of thelr initintion eame out.
The yvoung indies extended thelr hands
and then the girls made a ving around
thelr wrlsts with = brush dipped In
acid. The acid was much Etronger
than they supposed, and burned deaply
into the flesh, causlng great pain and
muarking Miss Relsner and Miss Keorn
for life.

The girle suffersd so much from the
burns and from the Ildean of Dbelng
marked for lMfe, In that way, that the
physicians wara cnlled.

Light for Second Oregon Moanument.

OREGON CITY, Or.,, Feb. 13.—(To
the Editor.)—I beg to call attention
to the manner In whicn the monument
to the Second Oregon Volunteers, In
the north Plazn block, Is lighted at
night Thera is one sputtering are
Inmp suspended by swaying wire,
making a most inartistic effect, in faot
completely spolling the beauty of the
magnificent status which adorns the
block.

Would It not look better to strang-
ars If the clty would erect a clrcle of
artistlc lamp-posts around this monu-
mant? The projecl eannot surely én-
tall a very great expense and I think

that it would glve much pleasura to
the psople mnd valus to the ecity,
W. J. GARRETT.

-

Champ Clark Talks om Mud,
Washington (D. C.) ™spstch.
Champ Clark created indignation
tha New England House delegation In
general, and that of Massachusetts in
particular, by solemnly nsseverating thus:
“Enough mud i carried from thelr
tanks snnually by the Missour] and Min-

in

eissippl Rivers to make a state of the
Unlon bigger than Massachusatts—and
maybe & bdetier one, too,”

Schwab's House Makes Him Unanimons
Ohio Stats Journal

Stesl plates In England, $27; In the
United States, $5; but Mr. Schwab says
that ateel can be made In this ecountry
cheaper than any place in the world. Fo
the trust |s unanimous for stand-patism,
and Mr. Schwab objects to taking thae
duty off till he gets his 0000 house
finished,

Legisintive Rods in Pickle,
Kansas Clty Times,

The son of one of the chiaf owners
of the Rock Island, who gave a $20,000
dinner to n party of dactresses and
friends In New York A few nighta ago,
doasn’t seem to be In the least worried
as to what the Kansas and Missour]
Leglsalatures may do,

Very well then, let them |

|$11|‘: have not in nll cases commuted thelr
cinims and 1 they should abandon them
ufter solling the down timber, the b r

might be placed in a very embarrassing

| mgrossman Jones topk up the subject
| with tha General Land Office and urged
| that nething he dona in order to pre-
| vent tha waste of timber which would
ensua If permission could not be granted
12 buy such as {8 worth the buying. Mr.
Jones was informed by the Land Office

that Sectlon 2461 of the Revised Statutes
contained a4 general prohibition agalnst
outting ar  re win timber from the
!Ennlts of the Tnited SBtates, and, whila
other acts authorize idieents within

tain states and t to procure tim-
ber from publle lar within thesg states
for certaln purposes, there I8 no law
which nuthorized tl Department to sell
timber from the pubiie land: Land ¢ov-
ered by a hoamostond éntry continuea 10
| ba the property of the TUnited States
vntll the lssuance of patent, and an
entryman would ba llable under Sectlon
461, If he should remove or cut timber
from his homestead clalm for other pur-

Crr-

poses than f use In the nstruction
of Improvements on his im or for
clearing the land for cultivation The
homesteader cannot =ell the timber so
cut for money, except whers mn excoss
remaing after construotion of the Im-
provements, In which event the surpius

Imber remaining from tracts cleared for
cultivation may be disposed of 2 the
proceeds ba devoled to Improvement of
the land oy to support of the entryinan
and his famlly,

According to this view of toa subject

the TUnited States, being to soll
the timber, could not aati the £alo
of 1t by homestend entrymen and Lhe

Department ia without authority to grant
the poermission asked by the Congress.
man.

Eo the timber 12 there, bound hard and
fant with tape, uniess the special
| agent of ment, who has been
directed at the request of the Congress-
man to examinae tha land In gueston
end submit o full report, should recom-
mend somo method by which this timber
can be made avallable to those who can
make use of it

red
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Ditry of a Hright §2-Year-0ld,
Montreal Herald.
Mra. Roffey. & widow, of Newdingnta,
near Dorking, England, who, on her 824

sang “A-hunting We Wil Go"
“My Old Gray Mare,"” has Kept &
whilclhh 15 full of Interesting fAgure
She glves the cost of her malntenance
in the world to the date of her last
birthdny as £1013 1f8s—an avernge ex-
penditure of Bs per wesk. She
wialked 221,450 miles. She walked
London and back—54 miles—when
was 17, to get married T
ntioned =she has suny 1108 times
Sha hns In long life consumed,
among other things, 184,320 cups of
ten, 67,160 glasses of milik, 11,660
loaves, 50,730 potatpes, and has worn
1645 bonnets and hats, 50 ghoes and
Loots, 41 drésses, ‘L3 aprons and 34
shawls and wrapa
o e
Dubols' Cook Wouldn't
New York World
Senator Dubwis has a new cook.
iirg housa In Washington,
% have new cooks. This
a8 priod that
hing, and Diubols In
day that they would |
macaronl for dinner *What's
ankesd the cobk, Mr= Dubols togk
the pantry and showed 1
"o you mean 1o say l
what thiag 87" Mrs, Duboly asked
“Oh, yes, ‘deed I do, 1 the cook
replied. “Only In the las" place I worked
they lighted the gas with them things.™
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Not Sald by Senntor Foraker.
Washington (D, €.} Herald
“Evarybody likea Judge Taft, be-
caura everybody who mecta him be-
Heves In him.” No, gentle reader, Sen-
ator Foraker- didn’t say that; it waa
sald by the Charleston News and Cour-

fer, a wickes

South Carolina paper.
T eme———=

The Frogs.

(With {staphanas.)
Within a quag X frog.
£ -drunk k'dunk!
athers round the bog,

Pa -g'druni!
voth he and they
bla night and day,
4 to say
Pady-g'drunk!

Tunk!
Incessantly
Would eroak and grum

Whean all they really he
Was Tunk! Dunk!

Thay argued round this way and that,
Tadr-g'drunk! k'dunk!
With disputnt 2 tit for tag

Tunk! Pady-g'drunk!
“Kaddunk!” says one, *“it seema (o me' e
“And I say Tunk! why dom't you ses'"—
"0 Pady-g'drunk' says n bar three.
Tunk! Dunk! TPady-gdrunk!

Within our shallow mocial gquars,
Pady-g'drunk! k'dunk?

We often meest with hiuman froga,
Tunk! Pady-g'druni!

Who talk and argue night and day

With esaceless gabble: o a way

An sonwoless as the foogs that say,
Tunk! Dunk: Pady-g'drunk!

birthday was entertained to dinner and |

GOT HIS REVENGE AT LAST,

Senator Knute Nelson Even Now With
Two Newapaper Mem

OREGONIAN NEWS BUREAY
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MULKEY'S FACE A FORTUNE.
New Oregon Hepresenintive Voted

Best=-Looklng Man in Sennie.
OREGONTAN NEWSE BUREAU, Waah-
ington, Feb, 151
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name wWas not  uasod There in n bars
possibity that Mr. Mulkéy's nams may
| et into Direotory, but, if so,
| it will ography of his
BUAHEANOT who, follow-
ing custom., mention tha fact that
he was elected to succeed Senator Mul-

key. Unless thls {8 done, thers w
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the name of Fred W, Mullkay,
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Ameriran Exodus to Canadn,

Chlcago Tribuna

The American exodu o tha Canandinn
Northwest goes on In Increasing volums
It is mnted that "at ] t 7000 are
EoIng pri and [t = J
Tows i han lost 0,000 fnrmers throu
such emistration

—————

Bryan's “AS00 to 1" Lecture Fleld,
Now York Mafl
Bryan has §8 engagements
next Summer at $§00 & s
az he was about money, there ls no dis-
puting the value of his quantitativa
theory of vallk.
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TOO MUCH SHADE FOR A DELICATE PLANT




