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Dally, Sunday incioded, one year...... $5.00
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Dally, Bunday Included, three months.. 2.25
Datly, sanday included, one month. ... 75
Dilly, without Sunday, one year....... .00
Dnlly, with Funday, aix months. . ... 320
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Weokly, one year (lssused Thursdeay)... L5350
Bunday and Weakly, ONe yeAT...c oo ses Sl
BY CARRIER.
Dnfly, Sundny included, ons YRAr...... $.00

Dally, Bunday included, one month.... .70

HOW T0O REMIT—Ssnd postoffice monay
order, express order or personal check on
your local bank, Stampp, colh or currency
are at the sender's riak QGlve postoffice ad-
dress In full, ineluding county and state,

FOSTAGE RATES.

Entered at Portland, OCregon, FPostoflice
as Bucond-Class Matter,
19 to 14 Faogea
1M to 28 FPagns...
L3 to 44 Pages
40 to G0 Poges.......

Foreign Fostage, dou

IMPORTANT—The postal lawa are strict’
Nowspopers on which postage s nol fully
prepald sra not forwarded to destination.
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The 5. . Beckwith Speclil Agency—New

Tork, rooms 43-30 Tribune bullding. Chi-
cago, rooms 510-012 Tribune bhullding.
KEPT ON BALE
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Noews Co,, 178 Dyarborn streel.
St Paul, Mina—XN, 2t Marle, Commercial

Bwatlon

Colorndo Spriangs, Colo, — Western Newn
Agency.

Denver — Hamilton & Hendrick, #08-012
Eeventleenth wir - Pratt Book Store, 1214

L X;
Pulteenth sireet; 1. Weinseln; H. P, Han-
aen.

Hansas Clhty,
Ninth and Wal

Mo —Ricksecker Cigar Co.
it
Minncapollis—3l. J. Kavanaugh, 50 South

Third

Uleveland O.~lamon TPushaw, IJ07 Bu-
pearivr sty -

Atlaniie Clty, N. J.—EIl Taylor

New York City—L. Jones & Co, Astor
House; Broadwany Theater Neows Stand

Oakland, Cal.—wW. H. Jobnson, Four-
teenth and Franklin streets; N. Wheatley;
Caklang Newas Hiand

Ogden—D. 1. Boyle, W. G. Kiod, 114

Tweuly-fith street

Mot Springs, Ark.—C. 5. Weaver & Co.

Omahn — PBarkalew HAros, 1612 Farnam;
Mageith Sthtlonery Co, 1008 Farnam; 240
Souln Fourteonth

Bacramento, Cal.—Sacramento News Co.,
400 K streot.

Balt Lake—Moon Book & Stationery Co,,
Rosenfeld & Mansen

Los Angeles—B, E. Amos, manager sevan
Eireel wagona

Sun Dicgo—B. B Amor

Long Beach, Cal.—B, E. Amas

Fasandenn, Cal.—A, ¥. Hornlng.

Sun Franclswo — Foster & Orear, Fearry
News Stand: Hatel 5. Francis News Stand;
L. Faront, N. Whaatlay.

Eureka, Cal.—Call-Chronicls Agency.

Washington, D. U.—Ebbitt House, Penn-
a¥ivanla avenue

Nopfelk, ¥Ya.—Jamestown Newsa Co,

Fine Beach, Va—W. A Casgrove,

Philudelphia, Fa.—Ryan's Theater Ticket
Oflice.
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FERPFPETUAL FRANCHISE REVOCATION.

The action of the Portland Council's
Gak Committes in demanding revocio-
tlon by tl Legislature of tha perpet-
ual franchize of the Portlund Gas Com-
pany marks another lmportant step In
the long struggle of the people agalnst
that Insufferable monopoly. It Is for-
tunate that the Council wiil find at
Salem a delegantion from Multnomah
County entireiy In harmony with its
purposes. The delegation to a4 man-
except the heoidover Senntors who are
not on record—publicly plodged Atself
to action sgainst perpetusal fronchises
and to other remedinl legisiation for
regulatinn and control of all franchises.
Of c¢ouarse, It will be neceéssary only
to remind the Multnomah delegation of
It platform promises, made by the in-
divijual members over thelr own sig-
natures (with the exceptions noted) to
bring about their speedy and complete
fulfilment. Franchibes and franchies
nbuses wére an igsue In the last cam-
paign;: or they would have been an
lesue If any candldate had been found
who had the great temerity to espouse
the cavse of the publie-service monopo-
les, One candidate, Indeed. and one
only, did mistake the publle will on
1hat great question, and he was badly
beaten, although permonally a good
man. Al the gther candidates, what-
ever thelr other differences and how-
Gver they stood on other issues, took
substantially the same ground on the
question of perpetual franchise revoca-
tion

The

way to revoke is to revoke,
le the desire and purposé of
Council to procure the repeal of the
Gua Company's franchliee the spe-
cific ground that the Gas Compuany has
been guilty of deliberate, continued and
flagrant violatlon of lt= lawful obliga-
ion to give the public service
and on the general ground that fran-
c¢hise control of Portland public-service
corporations should be invested In the
munlecipalty. No publle-servies cor-
poration under proper restraint would
or could thus violate its plaln duty to
the public. Operating under a perpet-
ual franchise, without reasonable and
proper safe nrds, the Gas Compuny
has dared 1o challenge the authority of
the Clty Council to Impoge any condl-
tions whatsoever on fts methods
aperation and service lis
A perpetual franchise from the
or temritory appeared to the Gas Com-
pany to be sufficlent warrnnt f It
to ignore sll reasonnble demands from
the many thousand customers within
the ¢lty 1imits of Portland whom it had
obtained a specinl privilege from the
#tate to sarve, The company’s perpet-
pal franchise 1s the basls of the whole
comention between the Counctl and the
prople on the one hand, and the gas
monopoly on the ather, The authority
that granted the perpetual franchise is
called upon to revoke It, and, i need
be, to invest In the City Council the
propar right to oontrol and regulate,
or leaye to the Council by mera repeal
adoprion of its own measurea to gssert
fts unquestionuble right of control.
The Multnomah dalogation, then, will
undoubtedly nskk the Legislature to
take whatever netion la legal and war-
rantable toward all perpetun! fran-
chiteg afhid particulnrly to terminate at
once by specifio ensctment the das
Company's franchlse. The delagation
will find memberas from other countles
who have gone on record in this highly
important matter, and who will sup-
port any measure jooking to fulfilment
of public pledges made by them long
Ago.
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The attention of the ship-sudbsidy
grafters Is culled to the fact that the
Haomburg-American Steamship Com-
pany’s ret profits In 1906 were $8.000,000.
Lest they indulge In any frivelous at-
tempts to turn this elatement into an
argumant in favor of subsiddes, thelr
attention I also called to another fact
in connection with this great line. It is
operated without a subsidy, and afrer
A two years' trial on the South African
routes threw up the mail subsidy rather
then be hamperad by the restrictions
which went with It. Business princl-
ples and a practical knowledge of the
subject involyed will alwaye win out
‘over auy, artificial methods which may

| off the

f |

be injected into any line of Ind-gury.
For that reason, even wera we to pre-
sent our milllonalres with a ship sub-
eidy, the unaubsidized lines of our com-
petitors would continue to show profits
proportionate to those they are now
earning.

BUNDAY LEGISLATION.

It Is agreed by all that on one day
out of the seven every man should rest
from his usual work. It lg not agreed
that any perszon or éet of parsons ehould
have the authority to dictale to him
how to spend his time on tha day of
rest. The aglitators who wish to close
all pluces of amusement upon the first
day of the week deny that thelr pur-
pose Is to supprese competition with
the attractions of the churches. They
#ay that their sole purpoee is to show
proper “‘respect to the Sabbath.” But
the first day of the week s not the
Sabbath, nor does It deserve espacial
regpect more than any other day.
There 14 something ludierous In the
{dea of showing respect to a day of the
week. Onea might as well make obels-
ance to the vernal equinox.

The only admissibla ground for mak-
ing Sunday a day of rest is hyglenic
and economie. Nobody can preserve
his heaith if ha works every day. But
also, soclety is so organized that no-
body can rest unless others rest too.
Competition will not permit one mer-
chant to clage his store on Sunday un-
lesg other stores close; nor can one bar-
ber, acting alone, lock his shog on the

first day of the wesk withoot ruoin.
Thess principles furnish a wational
basis for statutes closing places of

business on Sunday; they also furnlsh
ground for a law requiring eommon
carrlers to grant every employe one
day of rest in the week, though mani-
festly n all of them can bave the
same day.

To this axtent Bunday legislation is
tolerable, and perhaps necessary. But
the Sabbatarians aim at nothing of thie
utilitarian character. Thelr wish s to
forbkd by Mmw what they &are pleasad
to call "desocration of the Sabbath™.
that |5, - all amusements, wieatens,
gumes, plenies, visltas to libraries and
pictura gallerles. Of the Sunday ques-
tlon these persons take the bigot'e dire
and frrational view. It counts for noth-
fng with them that for multitudes of
poopla there s no day but Sunday
when their work will permit them to
visit the theater, the plcture gallery or
tha library. If they do not go to the
country on a Sunday excurelon they
cannot go at all. The rich can enjoy
the healthful influences of Nature
every day In the week: the poor
only on Sunday. The rich can enjoy

games out of doors whenever they
choose; the poaor only on Sunday.
Makes Sunday a <losed day and the

workingman 1§ doomed to Idleness or
diss|pation between Baturday and
Monday. He eannot go to tha theater,
but he can get drunk, for liguor may
be bought the day before.

The argument that excursiona, open
theatere and so on force certaln per-
gans to work on Sunday s not enlirely
invalld; but these persons ehould have
their "day off' In some other part of
the week. The slight Inconvenience to
them §a far outbalanced by the enor-
mous evil of depriving the working
clnsses of tha only time when they can
enjoy outdoor life and wholesome rec-

reation. Rational Sunday legisiation
Is a boon to humanity. Leglslation
based on bigotry Is an unmitigated
I',V“.

WHERE SHIPPING IS8 DELAYED.

The mambers of the International As-
socliation of Safling-Ship Owners wiil
find plenty of food for thought In the
experience of thelr vessela at Portland
and Pugel Sound this season, Whiie dis-
piatch given vessels during the season
hae at times been slow in Portland, the
lnes of time here {8 inconsequential as
compared with that suffersd by the ves-
seis loading on Puget Sound. SBome of
this delay is due to the car shoriage
and Jdifficulty in gettlng wheat, but
much of it s caused by the inability to
secure saflors. The steamer Frankby,
which arrived at Tacomn November 28,
did not complate her cargo until Janog-
ary 31, although a larger steamer of
the same line which arrived In Port-
land December 4 salled December 28
with a full cargo, the Puget Sound ves-
@l being In port sixtv-six days, while
the one which loaded at Portland was
In port but twenty-two days.

A few days ago mention was made of
the much faster passages that were
being mude by the outward-bound

| Erain flect from Portland than by the

vessels leaving Puget Sound and San
Francisco. The records for the season
to date slow that the outward-bound
Portland are, gs uvsual, making
passages averaging from ten days to
twenty daye faster than the passages

ships

from Puget Sound. This advantage
In Portland’s favor ls so well known,
however, that it @ seldom questioned

by the shipowners, but they have con-
tended that the delays off the mouth of
the Columbla River were greater than
Straits of Fuca. Excellent tes-
timony showing the fallucy of thelr
contention was offered by a large num-
ber of shipa which were held off the
Strulte from 10 to 25 days In Novem-
ber and Decamber. These delays were
excused as due to exceptionally severe
weather, But during the month of
January, when vessela were having no
difficulty in entering the Columbia
River, mors trouble than eveér was bhe-
ing experienced by the flest endeavor-
ing to énter Puget Sound,

Probably the worst capse was that of
the French bark Marie, which reached
Fort Townsend February 1, nearly 100
dnys overdue. Just how much of this
100 days was lost oft Cape Flattery has
not yet beon learned, but the Seattle
News admits that “the vessel lay out-
slde the Stralis for more than thirty

4 days trying to get in,"” and that her

officers etated that *“‘there are many
other vessals atill off the Cape walting
for good weather ar & pllot.,” The Ta-
coma Ledger passes over the delay
with a light touch, but admits that the
Maria "has been twenty-three days off
Caps Flattery.” The French bark
Jean and the British bark Fortevlot,
which came In after the arrival of the
Maris, also made remarkably long pas-
sages, and were ambng the “walting®

flest reported by the Marle, A forelgn
ehlpmaster, making only occaslonal
voyages 1o this part of the world,

might be inclined to place some of the
blame for his delay on his unfamilisr-
ity with the local conditione with which
ha has to contend, but local shipmas-
ters, familiar with every current and
wind that revals sround Caps Fiattery,.
have had no better luck, and In some
cases have experienced longer delays
thap were reported by the foreigners.
The American barkentine Everett
Griggs, In command of Captain Delano,
an expert navigator In the coasting
trade, has juet reached Port Towngend
twelve hours too late fo save a fine
charter, after a passage of Afty-four
days, On the tweifth day out from
Honglulu the vessel was off Cape Flat-

tery, and the remalning forty-two d.a)'s‘

of the passage were spent elther drift-
ing in ca!ms or beating arcund endeav-
oring to hang on until a favoring slant
of the wind enabled her to work in-
shore. The American ehip Melarin,
another coasting craft, arrived sbout
the same time, and In noting her ar-
rival the Ledger says that “while she
had fairly good weather, she had diffi-
culty In entering the Straits, belng out-
alde aleven days

In the face of all of the evidence of
this nature that has been submitted, it
would be Interesting to know by what
line of reasoning the forelgn shipown-
ers justify their action In maintaining
a differentlial of 1s 3d per ton agalnst
Portland in favor of Pugset Sound.

NEW RAILROAD PROJECTS.

The eteady drift toward consoiidation
in ralbrovad ownership and management
esams to have no daterrent effsct on
the promotion of numerous small rail-
road projects throughout the country.
Yesterday's Oregonlan had announce-
ment of the Incorporntion of two new
railroad companies, one an Interurban
rallway between Seattle and Spokans,
and the other starting from Vancouver,
Wash., with Spokane its propossd ter-
minus. On Monday [t was announced
that the Sumpter Valley Railroad had
finznced a sufficlent amount of honde to
admit of complation of the road to Aus-
tin, thirty-elght miles beyond the pres-
ent terminus. The Lytle road to Tilla-
mook, :which, deepita reports to the
contrary, ie not a Harniman rond, is
being pushed steadily Into the heart of
one of the richest traflic-producing re-
gions In the state.

In Southern Oregon the proposed
road from Grant's Pass to Crescént
City, which recelved a satback at the
time of the earthquake, Is belng re-
vived, and in the near future will open
up the rich mining, timber and agri-
cultural district 1¥ing between the
coast and the main line of the South-
ern Pacifle. Over In Washington, In
addition to the proposed steain roads
mentioned, there are a number of new
electric Ilines among the poesibilities,
and soms of the more important log-
ging ronds of the state will Increase
thelr mileage and facilities for the
handling of general traffle. The awak-
ening of the people and thelr manifest
desire to curb the power of the blg
rallroad systems ls undoubtedly respon-
sible for the revival of interest shown
by the smaller operators. So long &as
the manazemaont of the blg roade was
not disturbed, it was In thelr power
practically to control the smaller roads,
which were dependent on them for an
outlet to distant markets,

The helplessness of some of these
small roads was such that it was a
casa of submitting to the domination of
the blg roade or elege retiring from busal-
nesg.  Under such conditions eapital
for Investment In small rallroad entesr-
prises dependent for connectlon with
the outside world on big ruilroad sys-
tems was not easily obtainale, With
the Interest now shown in the matter
of restricting the powers of the big
roads and proteclting the righte of the
emall ones as well as of thelr patrons,
there I8 a growing confidence in this
highly profitable form of Investment.
Another features of the situation which
algo Insures the perpetuation of active
competition and reasonable rates for
both rallroad and shipper Is the rapld
inerease of wealth of all kinds in the
United States.

There Is o much of this wealth and
g0 miny new milllonatres being con-
stantly added to the Hste that it Is im-
poseible for them all to secure access to
the select chreles of the Harriman-Hill
set and enjoy the numerous “melon-
cuttings™ that 1take place thereln.
There hae always been plenty of places
outslde of these salect Tlreles whers
thils money ¢could be used to advantage,
but the fear of drastic competition
from the blg aystems has restricted In-
vestment of this ¢lass, With this fear
removed by effective legislation for
protecting the rights of the emall In-
vestor and the emall shipper, we shall
soon see many new rallroads where
they have long been needed.

WHITEWASHING PAUL.

There are circumstances which par-
tlally explain, though they do not ex-
cuse, the apparent disposition of the
trustees of the Anti-Saloon League to
guash the Investigation of the charges
against Mr. Paul Rader. Among men
who have worked together for a com-
mon end 4 feeling of mutus!l joyalty
arises almost by necessity. They are
Inclined quite naturally 1o belleve that
an attack on any one of thelr number
is an attack on thelr common object,
and in’ defending their comrades they
often fall under the flluglon that they
are defending the cause. “Indesd, If the
attack on one of thelyr members were
made to Injure the cause, as It some-
times l@, then thelr Indiseriminate de-
fense might be ratlonal and wise; but
when it is made, not to injure but to
ald the work and to clear It of suspi-
ciong which tend to make the public
distrust the integrity of the workers,
then the only rattonal course |8 to Insist
upon thorough investigation. Unless a
man is gullty it is no kindness to give
him a coat of whitewash. Whether hes
s gullty or Innocent, It Injures the
cause which he represente.

We are aware of the vulgar disposi-
tlon to make It A reproach to the
church when a minister falls, and to
blame the temperance reform when any
worker 12 found wanting In Integrity;
and we rtecognize that the desire to
avold this undeserved oblogquy may
sometimes lead good men to shisld the
bad, no matter how convincing the
proof of their misdecds may be. But
this may he carried too far. Men of
Integrity may shield thelr corrupt co-
workers untll the whole body becomes
talnted with falsehood and dishonesty.
To avold the temporary Ihconvenlence
of a few 1ll-judged sneers they may
bring disaster upon a great cause. In
Mr. Rader’s case there s small rea-
son to apprebend that the public would
mnake his shortcominges a reproach to
the temperance propaganda, should an
investigation prove his guiit. There is
no reason whatever to belleve that the
charges against him are made with In-
tent to injure the anti-saloon cause, for
they come from some of the most ar-
dent and devoted of his mRasaclhites,

These charges are &0 sarious that,
should the trustees of the league make
the Investigation a mere pretense,
there is grave danger lest the public
draw the concluslon that they care
more for Mr, Rader's comfort and
peace of mind than they do for the
suppression of the saloons. To recelve
a cherk for $300 from a politician for
the benefit of the league and convert it
to hls own benefit wae not a trifling
offense on Mr. Rader's part, if he did
L. His gullt has not yéi been proved,
but nelther has his Innocence; and A
disposition is very anpparent on the part
of soma of the trustees to overlook the
matier entiraly. “‘Suppose Mr. Rader

did accept the §500," sald one trustee, |

“we ought to be forgiving, “"What If he
dld make & mistake? Are we golng to
pull him down?” The polnt 1s that In
forgiving M. Rader the trustees may
serfously Injure the work which they
are supposed to wish to promote, If
AMr. Rader did not comvert the funds of
the leaguse there Is no occaslon for for-
glveness; if he did convert them, then
forgivoness eeems to indicate a degree
of moral laxity which one hardly ex-
pects from professional reformers. The
question. should be setiled by a rigor-
ous investigation—{or Mr. Rader's sake
if he la Innocent; for the sake of the
trustees if he Il gullty.

It is as bad to steal as It is to sell
liquor, The trustee who spoke of the
thelt of $500 as a "misiake” elther does
nat know the meaning of words or he
has not learned the distinction between
right and wrong. If Mr. Rader con-
verted the check to his own use, ha did
it with the full knowladge that he was
taking what 4id not belong to him.
SucH an\act is not & mistake; it is a
crime. And a crima is precisely a&s bad
when committed by a professionnl re-
former as when committed by a de-
praved “tough.'” The fact that a man
Is engaged In & good cause dose not
excuse= him from ohserving the mornl
law. Lawyer ‘Hamillton, pleading for
the Insurance thieves, thought it did
He sald these philanthroplsts and re-
formers were under a “higher law"”
which permitted them to lle and steal
without guilt; but the common sensa
of the country did not accept hils logic.
No mmtter how good the end may be
for which a man works, he must not
break the commandmentis to attain it
No matter how apparently useful a
rascal may be to the cause of reform,
it Is never sound policy, in the long
run, to employ him.

Therefore It d@ for the best Interest of
the Anti-Saloon League to demon-
strate with all conveniéent haste that
Mr. Rader Is not & rascal; or, if he Is,
that the league does not purpose to
share his guilt. Evidence that he hss
done what he Is charged with might
“pull Mr. Rader down.” as the timor-
oua trustes put it On the other hand,
evidence that the trustees 4o not Intend

to Investigate will pull the Jleague
down. Which Is the worsa of the two
predlcamenta? Does the league exist

for Mr. Rader's benafit, or to promote
the causze of temperanca? If they pur-
pose to condone alleged theft, the trus-
tees ought 1o publlsh a statement show-
ing what crimenr thelr agents may not
oommit and still be forgiven. The pub-
He may then know how far to trust
them and when to be on lts guard.

The chinook has come, bearing ddls-
aster upon its balmy wings. The heavy
snows, vanishing before Its breath,
have in their retirement turned every
water course In the Willamette Valley
into a raging torrent, hurrying to he
loet in the sea. The eltuation is one of
peril to farmers In the lowlands, to vil-
lagers whose homes ara on the margin
of the streams, to rallroads already
beset this Winter beyond precedent by
the elemants, and to dock-owners and
freight-handiers In thia clty. The situ-
ation is the most” trying one of the
Winter, although the alr is as balmy
as that of April. The duly acclimated
Oregonlan wns fain to take its bene-
diction with bared forehead yesterday
48 he walked abroad dry shod, where
but the day before snow and ice Ilm-
peded his way.

’

The Callfornia Legislature will be
called upon to deal with the question
of High School fraternitles through a
law Introduced for that purpose by a
member of the House of Representa-
tives. The law is specific, and H en-
acted and enforced will put an end toa
growing evil that threatens the har-
mony, usefulness and democratie aepirit
of the American public schovls. If the
publle schools teach anything they
teach equality of privilege, and the
fraternitles and sororities that have
grown up within them are in direct
opposition to this equality. Sooner or
later thesa eocietles will have to go or
the High Schools of the country be
given over unconditionally to their con-
trol,

The death of Richard B. Knapp
sirikes from the roll-call of the ploneer
business men of Portland another long-
famillar name. Mr. Knapp was not an
aged man in the modern Interpretation
of that term, not having attained his
89th year. His name and enterprise
had, however, been agsociated with the
development of Portland sines the city
was but @ rambling ploneer village
upon the wooded banks of the Willnm-
eétle. Hle passing was the passing of
anothér man who helped to lay strong
and sure the foundation of the metrop-
olls of the Paclfic Northwest. His
memory will be honored as that of a
business man of enargy #nd foresight—
quick to s2ee and prompt to do.

Another schooner I8 reported gshore
on North Beach, the crew, as usual,
réa=hing shore without much diecom-
fort. The frequency of these disasters
of late glves rise to a suspicion that
perhaps soma of the skillful navigators
in charge need a little longer term
before the mast. The correspondenca
&thocls’ teach almost everything by
mall now, but it seems qulte olear that
the use of a léadlne during a fog has
been omitted from the couree in navi-
gation. Or it Is possible that some of
these navigators would mnot know a
leadline if they were to see it

The Teitl commission bill, as amend-
ed, provides that the Railvpad Commis-
gion shall “pay thelr own travelng ex-
penses.” A provision will, we supposa,
ba added penalizing the commissioners
it they travel. »

The reason that the reportera "know
better than to ask'" Brother Heppe for
newsa, #is he boastfully asseris, Is no
doubt a profound econviction among
nowspaper men that he doesn't Know
anything.

Honest, now; would the reverend gen-
tlemien who ohject to thelterne on Sun-
day because they “are competitors of
the churches™ feel very bad If they
were closed for the other eix days of
th: week?

e ———

The Clty Councll will make the liguor
llcense $500 because it fears the people
will make it §1000. Thers are some
wise men who learn in time that the
referendum s londed,

The Anti-Saloon League doesn't seem
to have made a howling succeas of Its
executive sesslon. Forty ministers ail
put together can't keep a esoretl

-

Dr. Wiley, 8 Thaw expert, didn't
Enow on the stand where the dorsal
region s, He will find out when he hns
to go "way back and sit down.

The Legisinture really ought to con-
fer on the Railroad Commiselon ampie
powers to regulate and control the
Willametts ™

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS. 1
Senator Hodson, of Multnomah County,
has Introduced at Salem a bl to de-
clare the Assoclated Press a common
carrier. It is a4 wholily undeserving meas-
ure. It has no honest purpose. Sena-
tor Hodson's sole motive is to annoy and
harass The Oregonlan., or he fancles that
ha will annoy and herass The Oregonian,
But he will not. Declaring the Associ-
aled Fress a common carrier does not

make It a common carrier. The Lagls-
Iature wiil waste its time If it takes
Benator Hodson's malicious effort serl-

ously and gives it any sort of consider-
ation, for it ls utterly lacking In merit
or good reason for ennctment. Yet the
members of the Leglslature who have no
doubt besn told that the Associated Press
Is a monopoly are entitled to a bhriaf
statement as to its character and func-
tions. To that end The Oregonlan repro-
duces {in: full an «ditoria]l statemsnt rela-
tive to the Associnted Press printed In

its columns January 2, 18 when a
similar measurs which foiled otterly,
was before the Legislature.

“Inpsmuch a5 n bill has been intro-
duced in the Legislature of Oregon,
framed on the assamption that the As-

soclated Press has a monopoly of news,
yer 15 a common carvier and therefore
subject to regulation by law requiring it
to furnish s news any and all on
equal terms, It la ak well that o statoment
be made for correctlon of the error that
llaa in this assumption, Tha Associntad
Preas is nelther & monopoly nor a pub-
lle carrier. It i{= an assoclation formed
by a conszlderable number of tha newsa-
papers of the country for the purpose of
collecting news and distribution of the
news among its members, It eells no
news: it owns no telegraph or telephiona
Ilnes; it has no capital stock; !t expressly
decinres In Its by-laws that It Is not to
make & proflt, nor to makes or declara

dividends, and s not to engege in the
business of gelling intelligence nor traf-
fio In the same.’

“Furthermore, ‘the members of this
assoclation are certain  persons  who,
owning. or representing nNewspilpera, ars
united In & mutual and co-operitive
organization for the collection &and inter-
change, with greater economy and effl-
cleney, of intelligence for publication In
the newspapérs ownoed or represented by
them.' As they have no meana of carry-
Ing news, they eannot ba publiec or com-
mon carriers, but hire this service from
the telegraph companies. In some casas
they pay a word rate for the transmis-
sion; In other cases they hire wires from
the companies; but the rates they pay
in all cases are open (o all others. The
telegraph companies will carry for all,
or Wwill let wires to all, at the same ratea
paid by the Associated Pross or its moem-
bers; and at this moment thera are
several othér press assoclations in active
operhtion In the Unitad Statas on precisely
equal terms with the Assoclated Press
as to transmission of news.

“*The Associated Press, then, Is merely
A club composed of vwners or representa-
tives of several hundred newspapers. It
hrs no privileges of any description; it
asks nothing, has nothing, from Govern-
ment, &tate or National; it has no pub-
le franchise, no legislative favors of any
kind, no right of eminent domain; and &s
it haz been granted no privileges or fran-
chises and asks mnone, it cannot be sub-
jeet to =swuch oconditions as pertein to
enmpaniss that have these rights and
privileges and therefore may be regu-
lated by law.

“Buch an act has been proposed In
the Legislature of Oregon, to compel this
private as=ociation, this club of noews-
paprer awners. to admit to participation,
in the benefits of the naws they have col-
lepted, all persong who may desire such
participation, would have no wvalldity;
could not be enforced. Pvery element
that impresses with a public use the cor-
poration whose hbusiness is that of a
common carrier is absent, as every ele-
ment that conatitutes monopoly or wonld
susiain monopoly, i wanting also, Mem-
hers of the Legisinture have only to Inok
Into the subject to see that Senator
Plerce's bill Is framed on the wholly
mistaken assumption that the Associnted
Press s a common carrier and vender of
news; that it has ovsurped cortaln privi-
leges or has them through favor of law
or through absence of legal regulation:
It {8 merely a club, that has no favor
from Government or law, therefore I8 not
impressed with a public use and no mora
is subject. 10 Interference or regulation
by the =state, or to to. shars
with others the facilitles It has creatad,
than any other c¢lub or assoclation of
persons united for any private purpose,
yet having nothing and asking nothing
from the state, woull be. Once more,
the Associnted Press |s neither a common
carrier nor R vender of news, It owns
no telegraph or telephone lines, doesn't
sell news, but s morely asasclation
for exchange of news among its own
members, his no exclualve right to col-
lect news, and. has no terms for lrans-
mission of news that are not open to all
others., It has, thereforg., not a single
element of monopoly and no character
subject to regulation by =uch acis as that
proposed In the Legisinture of Orogon.

“This matter already has been subject

compulision

nn

to judicial examination. The Bupreme
Court of the State of Misgxour! has de-
clared that the business of tha Assocls

ated Press is ‘not impressed with & pub-
lic usa’; for the Assoclated Press ‘hos
bwen granted no privilegss, nska none, and
cannot thersfors be burdened with con-
ditlons such as pertaln to common oar-
riers and the ke Thia case arose
under demand of the 8L Louls Star for
publiention In itz columns of news col-
lected by the Associnted Press. The
demand was denied by the eourt—ihe
opinion heing unanimous,

A case passsd upon by the Bupreme
Court of Iilinols Iz sometimes cited in
support of the opposile doctrine, But
the present Associntad Fress |18 not the
Assoclated Press of tmt day. It Is
organized on a basis wholly different.
The Associnted Press of the State of
IMinols long ago espsed to exist. It had
a by-law which tended to restrict compe-
titlon, bhecause it forbade members to
purchase news from any other s=ource,
and It had the right to use the power of
eminent domaln as to telegraph and tele-
ptione lmes. Tt whs held that these
fentures tended to create a monopoly,
and subjected the associntion to regula-
{lon and copntrol by the state. But thers
are none of these features, or thelr con-
sequences In the organlzation of the
present Associarted Press. It s purely
& club organizatton. whose operation |=
\mpressed with no public use. It claims
no privileges and has nothing whatever
from the state. As well might a man
try to force his way by law Into the
Arlington Club, of Portland, or the Man-
hattan Club, of New York."

Doyle Wins Portlund Mine Fight.
CHICAGO, Fab. 5—The annual meating

of the Portlinhd Goid Mining Company,
held here today, resulted In a complete
victery for the Howburt-Doyle faction

| over Jemes F. Burns,

REPEAL OF PERPETUAL FRANCHISES

Multnomah Legislative Delegation Lorig Ago Took Emphatic Gromnd on
That Important Issue—Declared Also for Regulation and Con-
trol of Franchises, and for Adequate Taxation.

HE finnl report of the Portlnnd Clty Council gas committes und the deter-
mination to ask the State Legisinture repoal franchise of the
Portland Gae Company makes It proper to print a statement of the atti-

tude of the Multnomah delegation at Salem on perpetua) franchises, During
the political campaign of 19006 the guestion of p--r;’wtu-'li sranchises was n lending
Issue, In some re#pects the Jeading lssue, All Lhe successful Multnomnh Repub-
llean cxundldates, with two exceptions, subscribed to other of th
following platforms:

STATEMENT XNO. 1 CANDIDATES.

to the

one or the o

OFPPOSITION CANDIDATES.

We, ths undersigned, statement Wo Wihersas, We thy underaigned candintes
candidates for nominstion on the Rsapul for Republican minationa for the Legls
can ticket, for elect! to the Leéglslature, Iature, belles the voters should b
pledge our loyal ®uppo If nominated and of - t we Intend to pt

elncted, »o the foliowl submiz the

First—To vote nlways for the people's ters of M
cholce for Tinited States Sanntor. rm anhd declaration
Becond—If the people a1 the Juns eles-
tion fall to approve the amendment to the dppart Inws:
stata constitution, which takom fram the First—For the eguitnble tazation of state
Lagislnture and confers upon all towns and and musicipasl feanchises.,
citlea. the exclusive power tno enatt and Second—For graoting municlpalities the
amend their own charters subject 1o the right to control and regulste all public ntil-
constitution and criminal Yaws, and confers Itles, such ns gus, wolectrie lighting nod
upan  thelr voters the powsr to initiais power, itelegruph, telephone. siveet railwnryas,
and refer all lseal. special and municipil rallroads, ete.,
laws and ordinances; then we will earnest- Third—Far {he ennctment nataie
Iy support: ' '

» pPro-

I—A bill conferring upon the muoicipall-
tles of over 50,000 inhabltants the power to
regulite and control all public utilhy cor-
porutlons In the charmeter of service and
the price thereof; and,

2—A bill repealing the act granting to the
Portiand Gas Company ita perpetunl fran-
chise amd fizing the mmzlmum price of gna
ui H3 cents per thousand feet.

Fou
with

due

Third—A Bl providing Tor taxatinn Interest or otherwi
of public utility franchizes alsed upon “1Ifth—For enacting n x tn dueca tha
the markst value of caplta ytlon, And tha Tumber of Normal Schonin 1o tws or
gros: carnings of the whale properiy covered loss
by suech franchises Sixth—For plucing the Btate Printer on 8
Fourth—A law requiring manufactir flat malnry
And wholesalers who put up fralt prodi seventh—For the employment of cis
in packages, cand or olher in tha bettorment of the publle r in-
glve full welght, full mensure slead of in comp=titl with free lahors
and print on much packages, We desire to state that we want It dis-
recepincies  the oxact quuntiy tinctly wnderstood that the second arilole
tharein mnd to provide pur of our platform shall be constroed to mean
infringement of the lnw that we conshiler ourselves bound to yvoite
Fifth—That convict Iabor should not con- Tor a law or laws revoking all perpotual
filot with free and honest iabor, and we franchises, and all other faochises not
favor wuch leginlation as will best secure Darxing n revenue, and empowering muonlei-

thesa results.

Sixth—A bill reguinting all stats gnd pri-
valer banks and trust companles, and pro-
vide far u state bank examiner

Seventh—That we favor the prompt pass-

pilities to place all franchises on an equ
busis,

Aga by the Legistative Assembly of a me-

morial to Congress earnestly advocating

ameadmant of tha Chiness exclusion Inw, so ¥ delegation by a mujority rie ahail ds-
na effectually to pravent the mdmission or ©lde upen,

all Asiatle coolla labor We propose 1o moke this the main issus

'E-Ztlgn:"n——“'v tTavor the ownership hy the I8 the coming primaries.
Ninte of a properly aquipped pri office [o) vint Se tar,
and g fiat salary for the State ¥ er, To “"-j‘r' -I"IJ:?-.:i:r‘u' r: itnemy
this end we favor the adoption of the pend- 8. (. Beach n-.|ri 1—‘I
ing constitutional amendmane relative & " Benator I -
this fmportant subject, Harve) q":nn for
G. M. Orton, for Jolnt Senator, J. W .Rrw'rh.flt;‘ :
For Clnckamas and Multnomal, F. F. Freeman, {0
John GiIl, for State Senutor N. I)- llnﬂgvn. for
T H. Adams, for Representutiva, . N. MeArthur, for
. (: Bayer, for Representative Charles Clov
D, €. Burns, for Reépresantative C. J. Littlepag
John B, Coffey, for Representatlye R. E. 1. Eimm
Jobn Driscoll, for Reprosentstiie Dave B Ma
\_\’. P, Keady, for.Representative. T T .\]--!.‘-H--»r- “tor
S. A. Matthien, for Representntive Robert W. Wihaon
A. H. Handstrom, for Representative R. 8, Furrell, for
Edward T. Taggart, for Reprose tive, jf. ¥ =y
.‘E_r!lclir H, Thornton, for Representative R H '-rl.‘<rl fo
Willlam “Wanner, for Representative, Albert Ferrer u.-.'--
. M. Bush, for
P A. MePhersan,
L M. Davis, for epresentative

The names printed In binck-face fype are now members of the Legislature,
The statement No. 1 candldates, In arder to make thelr positlon more clear
and emphatic, afterwards addressed and subscribed to the following letter to
The Oregonlan:

Portiand, Apri]

11.—i{To the Editor.)—Replying to »our Ietter, mall to
each of the Legislative candMiates befors t!u-{i:|-{-:I'v!l-.-|1 thd Den ':4il”mﬂ”‘
marles, as set forth in thiz morning's Oregonlan, we would 1 cifully oall
o your attmmiion that the fact that our deciaration and pl rim, published
in your issue of the 24 Inst, specifleally answer 1l questions contained In
your letter above referred to. We, therefore, take pleasure In 1 ttarating our
viewz. We, the undersigned statemeont No, 1 anuf.-uv.- candldutes for nom-

Ination on the Republlcan ticket, beg to say:
Firgt—We belleve the people of Portland, us of g1l other cities of the niate,
should have excludive control of wll municipal matters affecting the welfsrs
of the olty, and to that end belleve The Oregonlun should Insistently advooate
the conatitutional améndments now befora the perople conferring the necessary
powere upon the people of the towns and clties

Ssocond—We belleve the voters of the State of Oregon should bota nominats

and elect theilr public servants by thelr direct votes, in so far as s possible
under the lnw, and upon thls hssd wa hold the Issue he whether the “plu-
tocratie” interesis of this state shall select nnd procure the electlon of our
UInited Statesd Senators. through the old methpd of harter and sale, or whether
the voters of the commonwealth shall chovse thelr Senators as provided for
under Statement No. 1 of the primary election law Whileg we inn that thin
is, the paramount question In this campalign, we reallae the fact that thers
are other questlons of vitul Importinca to the people of Portland and 1 stata

nt large, and conoceade

. of credit for putting
thiese questions fairly

to vour great paper full
before your readears,

. -

meiast

We now answer vyou as follows:

Firat—Wea do not belleve In granting perpetusl franchlses

Sécond-—We do belleve in repeuling those now In force, and sohsetifuting
therefore franchises reserving regulation nnd confrol to the city and fix inhabhi-
tunts nad fixing maximum rates, prices and charges for serviee and secommodas<
tlons sulflelent to produce n falr profit on the Investment,

hird—We do not helleve In the enactment of city charters whinh authoriza
Clity Councile to grant poerpetual franchises, but do Insist that the volers of
cities should have exclustve power to both make and amend thelr city's charter

and ordinances.,

Fourth—If the proposed amendments to the state constitution conferring
upon towns and cities the full power of home ndopted by the
people In June, we shull favor the enactment of and ty charters
authorizing the people, through the proper officlals, to fix reasonat maximum
cliarges to be made by publle-utility corporations, and =hall 1gist further
that the inltlative and referendom apply, so that In case the “proper efficinia™
prove recreant to thelr trust the people might hold corrective power In thale
own hands under the law.

Fifth—We believe in the regulation of Stite banks and trust companies
under toe provisions of a law similar tosthe National banking act, and will

sapport such o MEASUre.
Answering your jast two questions:
We belleve nll franchises are property, and shonld be nssessed pnd taxed]
at thelr true value on (he snme basis nx other property, and will support meas+
ures for that purpose.
Respecifully yours,
W

GEO. M. ORTON, N -

JOHN GILL, B, A, AMAT :

L. H. ADAMS, A, H. SANDSTROM,

J. €, BAYE EDWARD T. TAGGART,
1. C. BURNS, HDGAR H. THORNTON,
J. B. COFFEY WM. WANNER.

JOMN DRISCOLL,

letter to The Oiree

things=:

Mr. Chapin, one of the exceeptions nbove notad,
goninn defining his porition on franchises, und saying

The day has gome by In Oregon when franchises will be granted for the
mere naking, nnd the dny s coming when all waeh. franchises will be repenled,
and in their place will be substitated franchises that will bhring = rovenud
to the elty, In this I belleve thoroughly, and will nse my best cfforts in thig
direction, I trust 1 have made myseclf clear on the suhjert,

Mr. Northup, who had been absent from the elty when the pledges wora
made, subseribed to them through an interview from lis fathoer, Judge H, I

wrote a
ymong other

Northup.

Many other members of the Legislature, outsidea of Multnmomnah County,
raturned favorabls reaplles to the following letter from The Oregonian:

Denr Sie—It 18 falr to assume that overy man who aspires to auch an
important office ns Senator or Represenintive in the Legialature, vosting him
with power to make laws for the people, has given thought to those question®
which are foremost in public discussion, and his formed opinions thereon.
A man who Is not sufficiently Interestod in. public a!r_.«sr-: to k"""'. f::rm':‘l
upon sBuch lasues would scarcely offer himsaeclf as n eandidiste for a leg ;.n_ur:
office. The malin effort of ihe p(‘l'rlo should theraforc be to ascertain what
views are held by the several candidates, and vote for those who seam moag

logintation.

Vi y v v COAC ent of dosired
“kd'l?'hiot':!rr:t‘::f:’:il:\t;?' ﬂ:-:—:il:-nsqmro give every candldate for n legislative office an
opportunity to make his position upon llvc toples known Lo tl‘.-_rt-'t'-rs;, .n!:l
aleo to place before the people in convise form a !it's‘llf‘l“h“nl of the \.'-';\.» ?; ench
candidate If tiis can be done, the next l’.n-gia._ntnrn r_-h--lil_-l _l_-i. In _--f‘t_-tl-%
well as in name, representative of the people, We would, therefore, ask you

to mnke a stotemeont at your earliest convenlence In response to the following

questions:

: 1 ¢ hisag
) ‘o belleve In the granting of parpetus] franchises
{':: i-:;u believe in the repeal of perpetual franchises and the substitution
ited franchisesa? X .
& “r?:t(w‘-uf blr-Ilo-\'L- in the enactment of clty charters which shall guthoriza
ity Counci to grant perpetual franchlses? ) W
City n(om;.',‘::lfn-limﬁ- in the onactment of general laws and city charters weicy
hall authorize the peopls, through the proper officialk, to flx reasonabla
-~ uxlmﬁm charges, tn be made by public-utility n‘nr:n-rntlnnn?_
r Do vou beliove in the regulation of state and privite ‘banks under & Tnw
slmilar to the National banking act? Wil you support aii h & law R
Do vou belleve that fr.mvﬁls(:ﬁ are property, and sublect to taxation?

jesigned to Impose adequate taxes upon publlice

i THE OREGONTAN.

{s, theough many of I8 memhers,

and cspeclally to the perpetual
L]

Will you fFoppart & MCAE" Ty
utility franchises?

1t would thus appear that the lLegisinture
pledged to repeal of all perpetunl franchises,
franchise of the Portland Gas Company.

A Little Nut to Crack. Henat Vell Dumps Fire.

New York Press. London Btandard.

Ona of the gravest periis

H. M. Willis, the aluminum king, which firs
found time one hot day to sweat| fighters are constantly facing ia the flerca
over the following: A wmen  had | heat, After successful trinls, & newiy-in-
#0 ducks for sale, and divided them | cuniad “heat vell” has been Introduced

into two lots of 30 eadh. Ona lot was

into practies at Cologne, Oarmany, whera
to be disposed of at threa for §1, and

200 men have bheen supplied with the ap-

the other at two for $i. In his ab pliance. The wail 12 made after the prin-
gence the clerk sold the 80 ducks a ciple of & safety lamp, with double win-
five tor $2. realizing the =um of 324, I | dowe. 1t | composed of fihers of cane,
sold sccording to instructions, one pur- | which possegses the peoullar property of

chaser would have got 30 ducks for

retaining water for a consiiarable length
§15 and the other 14 for §10, making

of time. Tha vell l= made damp bafora
being fastened to the fireman‘s ordifary

L

$25 for the lot. What became of the L

missing dollar? brass helmet,




