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PERPETUAL FRANCHISE REVOCATION.
The action of the Portland Council's

Gas Committee in demanding- revoca-
tion by the Legislature of the perpet-
ual franchise of the Portland Gas Com-
pany marks another important step In
the long struggle of the people against
that insufferable monopoly. It is for-
tunate that the Council will find at
Salem a delegation from Multnomah
County entirely in harmony with its
purposes. The delegation to a man
except the holdover Senators who are
not on record publicly pledged Itself
to action against perpetual franchises
and to other remedial legislation for
regulation and control of all franchises.
Of coarse, it will be necessary only
to remind the Multnomah delegation of
its platform promises, made by the in-

dividual members over their own sig-
natures (with the exceptions noted) to
bring about their speedy a,nd complete
fulfilment. Franchises and franchise
abuses were an issue In the last cam-
paign; or they would have been an
Issue if any candidate had been found
who had the great temerity to espouse
the cause of the public-servic- e monopo-
lies. One candidate, indeed, and one
only, did mistake the public will on
that great question, and he was badly
beaten, although personally a good
man. All the o,ther candidates, what-
ever their other differences and how-
ever they Btoodj on other issues, took
substantially the eame ground on the
question of perpetual franchise revoca
tion.

The way to revoke is to revoke. It
Is the desire and purpose of the City
Council to procure the repeal of the
Gas Company's franchise on the spe
cific ground that the Gas Company has
been guilty of deliberate, continued and
flagrant violation of its lawful obliga
tion to give the .public honest service
and on the general ground that fran
chise control .of Portland public-servic- e

corporations should be invested in the
municipality. No public-servic- e cor
poration tinder proper restraint would
or could thus violate its plain duty to
the public. Operating under a perpet-
ual franchise, without reasonable and
proper safeguards, the Gas Company
has dared to challenge 4he authority of
the City Council to impose any condi-
tions whatsoever on its methods of
operation and service to its patrons.
A perpetual franchise from the state
or territory appeared to the Gas Com-
pany to be sufficient warrant for it
to ignore all reasonable demands from
the many thousand customers within
the city limits of Portland whom it had
obtained a special privilege from the
state to serve. The company's perpet-u- aj

franchise is the basis of the whole
contention between the Council and the
people on the one hand, and the gaa
monopoly on the other. The authority
that granted the perpetual franchise is
called upon to revoke it, and if need
be, to invest in the City Council the
proper right to control and regulate,
or leave to the Council by mere repeal
adoption of its own measures to assert
its unquestionable right of control.

The Multnomah delegation, then, wil
undoubtedly ask the Legislature to
take whatever action la legal and war-
rantable" toward all perpetual fran-
chise and particularly to terminate at
once by specific enactment the Gas
Company's franchise. The delegation
will find members from other counties
who have gone on record in this highly
important matter, and who will eup- -'

port any measure looking to fulfilment
of public pledges made by them long
ago.

The attention of the ship-subsi- dy

grafters la called to the fact that the
Hamburg-America- n Steamship Com-
pany's net profits in 1906 were $8,000,000.

Lest they indulge in any frivolous at-
tempts to turn this statement into an
argument in favor, of subsidies, their
attention Is also called to another fact
in connection with this great line. It is
operated without a subsidy, and after
a two years' trial on the South African
routes threw up the mall subsidy rather
than be hampered by the restrictions
which went with it. Business princi-
ples and a practical knowledge of the
subject involved will always win out

'over any,, artificial methods which, may

be injected into any line of industry.
For that reason, even were we to pre-
sent our millionaires with a ship sub-
sidy, the unsubeldlzed lines of our com-
petitors would continue to show profits
proportionate to those they are now
earning.

SUNDAY LEGISLATION.
It is agreed by all that on one day

out of the seven, every man- should rest
from his usual work. It Is not agreed
that any person or set of persons should
have the authority to dictate to him
how to spend his time on the day of
rest. The agitators who wish to close
all places of amusement upon the first
day of the week deny that their pur-
pose is to supprete competition with
the attractions of the churches. They
say that their sole purpose Is to show
proper "respect to the Sabbath." But
the first day of the week is not the
Sabbath, nor does it deserve especial
respect more than any other day.
There is something ludicrous Jn the
idea of showing respect to a. day of the
week. One might as well malce obeis-
ance to the vernal equinox.

The only admissible ground for mak
ing Sunday a day of rest is hygienic
and economic. Nobody can preserve
his health if he works every day. But
also, society Is so organized that no-

body' can rest unless others rest too.
Competition will not permit one mer-
chant to close his store on Sunday un-
less other stores close; nor can one bar-
ber, acting alone, lock his shop on the
first day of the week without ruin.
These principles furnish a rational
basis for statutes closing places of
business on Sunday; they also furnish
ground for a law requiring common
carriers to grant every employ one
day of rest in the week, though mani-
festly nqj all of them can have the
same day.

To this extent Sunday legislation Is
tolerable, and perhaps necessary. But
the Sabbatarians aim at nothing of this
utilitarian character. Their wish Is to
forbid by law what they are pleased
to call "desecration of the Sabbath";
that is, . all amusements, theaters.
games, picnics, visits to libraries and
picture galleries. Of the Sunday ques
tion these persons take the bigot's dire
and Irrational view. It counts for noth
ing with them that for multitudes of
people there is no day but Sunday
when their work will permit them to
visit the theater, the picture gallery or
the library. If they do not go to the
country on a Sunday excursion they
cannot go at all. The rich can enjoy
the healthful influences of Nature
every day in the week; the poor
only on Sunday. The rich can enjoy
games out of doors whenever they
choose; the poor only on Sunday.
Make Sunday a closed day and the
worklngman is doomed to idleness or
dissipation between Saturday and
Monday. He cannot go to the theater,
but he can get drunk, for liquor may
be bought the day before.

The argument that excursions, open
theaters and so on force certain per-
sons to work on Sunday is not entirely
invalid; but these persons should have
their "day off" in some other part of
the week. The slight inconvenience to
them is far outbalanced by the enor-
mous evil of depriving the working
classes of the only time when they can
enjoy outdoor life and wholesome rec-
reation. Rational Sunday legislation
is a boon to humanity. Legislation
based on bigotry is an unmitigated
evil.

WHERE SHIPPING IS DELAYED.
The members of the International As-

sociation of Sailing-Sh- ip Owners will
find plenty of food for thought in the
experience of their vessels at Portland
and Puget Sound this season. While dis-
patch given vessels during the season
has at times been slow in Portland, the
loss of time here is inconsequential as
compared with that suffered by the ves
sels loading on Puget Sound. Some of
this delay is due to the car shortage
and difficulty in getting wheat, but
much of it is caused by the inability to
secure sailors. The steamer Frankby,
which arrived at Tacoma November 26,
did not complete her cargo until Janu
ary 31, although a larger steamer of
the same line which arrived in Port
land December 4 sailed December 26
with a full cargo, the Puget Sound ves
sel being in port sixty-si- x days, while
the one which loaded at Portland was
in port but twenty-tw- o days.

A few days ago mention was made of
the much faster passages that were
being made by the outward-boun- d
grain fleet from Portland than by the
vessels lea.ving Puget Sound and San
Francisco. The records for the season
to date show that the outward-boun- d

Portland ships are, as usual, making
passages averaging from ten days to
twenty days faster than the passages
from Puget Sound This advantage
in Portland's favor Is so well known
however, that It Is seldom questioned
by the shipowners, but they have con
tended that the delays off the mouth of
the Columbia River were greater than
off the Straits of Fuca. Excellent tes
timony showing the fallacy of their
contention was offered by a large num
ber of ships which were held off the
Straits from 10 to 25 days in Novem
ber and December. These delays were
excused as due to exceptionally severe
weather. But during the month of
January, when vessels were having no
difficulty in entering the Columbia
River, more trouble than ever was be
ing experienced by the fleet endeavor
ing to enter Puget Sound.

Probably the worst case was that of
the French bark Marie, which reached!
Port Townsend February 1, nearly 100
days overdue. Just how much of this
100 days was lost off Cape Flattery has
not yet been learned, but the Seattle
News admits that "the vessel lay out-
side the Straits for more than thirty
days trying to get in," and that her
officers stated that "there are many
other vessels still off the Cape waiting
foe good weather or a pilot." The Ta
coma Ledger passes over the delay
with a light touch, but admits that the
Marie "has been twenty-thre- e days off
Cape Flattery." The French bark
Jean and the British bark Forteviot,
which came in after the arrival of the
Marie, also made remarkably long pas
sages, and were among the "waiting"
fleet reported by the Marie. A foreign
shipmaster, making only occasional
voyages to this part of the world.
might be inclined to place some of the
blame for his delay on his unfamiliar-
ity with the local conditions with which
he has to contend, but local ehlpma
ters, familiar with every current and
wind that revels around Cape Flattery,
have had no better luck, and in some
cases have experienced longer delays
than were reported by the foreigners.

The American barkentlne Everett
Griggs, In command of Captain Delano,
an expert navigator In the coasting
trade, has Just reached Port Townsend
twelve hours too late to save a fine
charter, after a passage of fifty-fo- ur

days. On the twelfth day out from-Honolul-

the .vessel was oft Cape Flat- -
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tery, and the remaining forty-tw- o days
of the passage were spent either drift-
ing in cairns or beating around endeav-
oring to hang on until a favoring slant
of the wind enabled her to work in-

shore. The American ship MeLarin,
another coasting craft, arrived about
the same time, and in noting her ar-
rival theLedger says that "while she
had fairly good weather, she had diff-
iculty in entering the Straits, being out-
side eleven days."

In the face of all of the evidence of
this nature' that has been submitted, it
would be interesting to know by what
line of reasoning the foreign shipown-
ers Justify their action In maintaining
a differential of Is 3d per ton against
Portland in favor of Puget Sound.

NEW RAILROAD PROJECTS.
The steady drift toward consolidation

in Tailroad ownership and management
seems to have no deterrent effect on
the promotion of numerous small rail-
road projects throughout the country.
Yesterday's Oregonlan had announcer
ment.of the incorporation of two new
railroad companies, one an Interurban
railway between Seattle and Spokane,
and the other starting from Vancouver,
Wash., with Spokane Its proposed ter
minus. On Monday it was announced
that the Sumpter Valley Railroad had
financed a sufficient amount of bonds to
admit of completion of the road to Aus
tin, thirty-eig- ht miles beyond the pres
ent terminus. The Lytle road to Tilla
mook, j.which, despite reports to the
contrary, is not a Harnlman road, is
being pushed steadily Into the heart of
one of the richest traffic-produci- re-
gions in the state.

In Southern Oregon the proposed
road from Grant's Pass to Crescent
City, which received a setback at the
time of the earthquake, is being re-
vived, and in, the near future will open
up the rich mining, timber and agri-
cultural district lying between the
coast and the main line of the South
ern Pacific. Over In Washington, tn
addition to the proposed steam roads
mentioned, there are a number of new
electric lines among . the possibilities.
and some of the more important log-
ging roads of the state will increase
their mileage and facilities for the
handling of general traffic. The awak-
ening of the people and their manifest
desire to curb the power of the big
railroad systems Is undoubtedly respon
sible for the revival of interest shown
by the smaller operators. So long as
the management of the big roads was
not disturbed, it was in their power
practically to control the smaller roads.
which were dependent on them for an
outlet to distant markets.

The helplessness of some of these
small roads was such that it was a
case of submitting to the domination of
the big roads, or else retiring from busi-
ness. Under such conditions capital
for investment in small railroad enter
prises dependent for connection with
the outside world on big railroad sys-
tems was not easily obtainable. With
the interest now shown .in the matter
of restricting the powers of the big
roads and protecting the rights of the
small ones as well as of their patrons,
there Is a growing confidence in this
highly profitable form of investment.
Another feature of the situation which
also insures the perpetuation of active
competition and reasonable rates for
both railroad and shipper is the rapid
increase of wealth of all kinds in the
United States.

There is so much of this wealth and
so many new millionaires being con
stantly added to the lists that it Is im-
possible for them all to secure access to
the select circles of the Harriman-Hl- ll

set and enjoy the numerous "melon- -
cuttings" that take place therein,
There has always been plenty of places
outside of these select circles where
this money( could be used to advantage,
but the fear of drastic competition
from the big systems has restricted- In-

vestment of this class. With this fear
removed by effective legislation for
protecting the Tights of the small In-

vestor and the small shipper, we shall
soon see many new railroads where
they have long been needed.

WHITEWASHING PAUL.
There are circumstances which par

tially explain, though they do not ex
cuse, the apparent disposition of the
trustees of the Anti-Salo- League to
quash the investigation of the charges
against Mr. Paul Rader. Among men
who have worked together for a com
mon end a feeling of mutual loyalty
arises almost by necessity. They are
Inclined quite naturally to believe that
an attack on any one of their number
is an attack on their common object
and in" defending their comrades they
often fall under the Illusion that they
are defending the cause, indeed. If the
attack on one of their members were
made to injure the cause, as It some-
times is, then their indiscriminate de
fense might be rational and wise; but
when it is made, not to injure but to
aid the work and to clear It of suspi
cions which tend to make the public
distrust the integrity of the workers,
then the only rational course Is to insist
upon thorough investigation. Unless a
man is guilty it- - is no kindness to give
him a coat of whitewash. Whether he
Is guilty or Innocent, it injures the
cause which he represents.

Wa are aware of the vulgar disposl
tion to make it a reproach to the
church when a minister falls, and to
blame the temperance reform when any
worker Is found wanting in integrity;
and we recognize that the desire to
avoid this undeserved obloquy may
sometimes lead good men to shield the
bad, no matter how convincing the
proof of their misdeeds may be. But
this may be carried too far. Men of
Integrity may shield their corrupt co
workers until the whole body becomes
tainted with falsehood and dishonesty.
To avoid the temporary inconvenience
of a few sneers they may
bring disaster upon a great cause. In
Mr. Rader's case there is small rea
son to apprehend that the public would
make his shortcomings a reproach to
the .temperance propaganda, should an
investigation prove his guilt. There is
no reason whatever to believe that the
charges against him are made with In
tent to injure the anti-saloo- n cause, for
they come from some of the most ar-
dent and devoted of.hls associates. I

These charges are so serious that,
should the trustees of the league make
the investigation a mere pretense,
there is grave danger lest the public
draw the conclusion that they care
more for Mr.. Rader's comfort and
peace of mind than they do for the
suppression of the saloons. To receive
a check for $500 from a politician for
the benefit of the league and convert it
to his own benefit was not a trifling
offense on Mr. Rader's part. If he did
it. His guilt has not yet been proved.
but neither has his Innocence; and a
disposition is very apparent on the part
of some of the trustees to overlook the
matter entirely. "Suppose Mr. Rader
did accept the $500," said one trustee,

"we ought to be forgiving. "What If he
did make a mistake? Are we going to
pull him down?" The point is that in
forgiving M. Rader the trustees may
seriously Injure the work which they
are supposed to wish to promote. If
Mr. Rader did not coBvert the funds of
the league there is no occasion for for-
giveness; if he did convert them, then
forgiveness seems to indicate a degree
of moral laxity which one hardly ex-
pects from professional reformers. The
question, should be settled by a rigor-
ous Investigation for Mr. Rader's sake
if he Is Innocent; for the sake of the
trustees If he is guilty.

It is. as bad to steal as it is to sell
liquor. The trustee who spoke of the
theft of $500 as .a "mistake" either does
not know the meaning of words or he
has not learned the distinction between
right and wrong. If Mr. Rader con
verted the check to his own use, he did
it with the full knowledge that he was
taking what did not belong to him.
Sucn aaact 13 not a mistake; it Is a
crime. And a crime is precisely as bad
when committed by a professional re-

former as when committed by a de-

praved "tough." The fact that a man
is engaged in a good cause does not
ezcuee him from observing the moral
law. Lawyer Hamilton pleading for
the Insurance thieves, thought It did.
He said these philanthropists and re
formers were under a "higher law
which permitted them to lie and steal
without guilt; but the common sense
of the country did not accept his logic.
No matter how good the iend- may be
for which a man works, he must not
break the commandments to attain it.
No matter how apparently useful a
rascal may be to the cause of reform.
it is never sound policy, in the long
run, to employ him.

Therefore It le for the best Interest of
the Anti-Saloo- n League to demon
strate with all convenient haste that
Mr. Rader Is not a rascal; or, if he is,
that the league does not purpose to
share his guilt. Evidence that he has
done what he Is charged with might

pull Mr. Rader dlown," as the timor
ous trustee put it. On the other hand,
evidence that the trustees do not intend
to investigate will pull the league
down. Which is the worse of the two
predicaments? Does the league exist
for Mr. Hauler's benefit, or to promote
the cause of temperance? If they pur
pose to condone alleged theft, the trus
tees ought to publish a statement show
ing what crimes their agents may not
commit and still be forgiven. The pub
lic may then know how far to trust
them and when to be on Its guard.

The chinook has come, bearing dis
aster upon its balmy wings. The heavy
snows, vanishing before its breath.
have in their retirement turned every
water course In the Willamette Valley
into a raging torrent, hurrying to be
lost in the sea. The situation is one of
peril to farmers in the lowlands, to vil-
lagers whose homes are on the margin
of the streams, to railroads already
beset this Winter beyond precedent by
the elements, and to dock-owne- rs and
freight-handle- rs In this city. The situ
atlon is the most' trying one of the
Winter, although the air Is as balmy
as that of April. The duly acclimated
Oregonlan was fain to take Its bene-
diction with bared forehead yesterday
as he walked abroad dry hod, where
but the day before snow and ice im
peded his way. ,

The California Legislature will be
called upon to deal with the question
of High School fraternities through a
law Introduced for that purpose by a
member of the 'House of Representa
tives. The law is specific, and if en-
acted and enforced will put an end to a
growing evil that threatens the har
mony, usefulness and democratic spirit
of the American public schools. If the
public schools teach anything they
teach equality of privilege, and the
fraternities and sororities that have
grown up within them are in direct
opposition to this1 equality. Sooner or
later these societies will have to go or
the High Schools of the country be
given over unconditionally to their con
trol.

The death of Richard B. Knapp
strikes' from the roll-ca- ll of the pioneer
business men of Portland another long-famili- ar

name. Mr. Knapp was not an
aged man in the modern interpretation
of that term, not having attained his
69th year. His name and enterprise
had, however, been associated with the
development of Portland since the city
was but a rambling pioneer village
upon thecwooded banks of the Willam-
ette. His passing was the passing of
another man who helped to lay strong
and sure the foundation of the metrop-
olis of the Pacific Northwest. His
memory will be honored as that of a
business man of energy and foresight
quick to see and prompt to do.

Another schooner is reported ashore
on North Beach, the crew, as usual.
reaching shore without much discom
fort. The frequency of these disasters
of late gives Tise to a suspicion that
perhaps some of the skillful navigators
in charge need a little longer term
before the mast. The correspondence
schools teach almost everything by
mail now, but it seems quite clear that
the use of a leadline during a fog has
been omitted from the course in navl
gatlon. Or it is possible that some of
these navigators would not know a
leadline if they were to see It.

The Teal commission bill, as amend
ed, provides that the Railroad Commis
sion shail "pay their own traveling ex-
penses." A provision will, we suppose,
be added penalizing the commissioners
if they travel.

The reason that the reporters "know
better than to ask" Brother Heppe for
news, as he boastfully asserts. Is no
doubt a profound conviction among
newspaper men that he doesn't know
anything.

Honest, now; would the reverend gen-
tlemen who object to theaters on Sun-
day because they "are competitors of

'the churches" feel very bad If they
were closed for the other six days of
the week?

The City Council will make the Hquor
license $800 because it fears the people
will make it $1000. There are some
wise men who learn in time that the
referendum is loaded.

The Anti-Salo-on League doesn't seem
to have made a howling success of its
executive session. Forty ministers all
put together can't keep a secret.

Dr. Wiley, a Thaw expert, didn't
know on the stand where the dorsal
region is. He will find out when he has
to go 'way back and' sit down.

The Legislature really ought to con-
fer on the Railroad Commission ample
powers to regulate and control the
Willamette -- -

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS.

Senator Hodson, of Multnomah County,
has introduced at Salem a bill to de-

clare the Associated Press a common
carrier. It is a wholly undeserving meas-
ure. It has no honest purpose. Sena
tor Hodson' s sole motive Is to annoy and
harass The Oregonlan, or he fancies that
he will annoy and harass The Oregonlan.
But he will not. Declaring the Associ-
ated Press a common carrier does not
make it a common carrier. The Legis-
lature will waste its time if it takes
Senator Hodson's malicious effort seri
ously and gives It any sort of consider
ation, for It la utterly lacking in merit
or good reason for enactment. Yet the
members of the Legislature who have no
doubt been told that the Associated Press
is a monopoly are entitled to a brief
statement as to Its character and func-
tions. To that end The Oregonlan. repro
duces in full an editorial statement rela
tive to the Associated Press printed In
its columns January 27, 1903. when a
similar measure which failed utterly,
was before the Legislature.

'Inasmuch as a bill has been Intro
duced in the Legislature of Oregon,
framed on the assumption that the As-

sociated Press has a monopoly of news,
yet Is a common carrier and therefore
subject to regulation by law requiring It
to furnish Its news to any and all on
equal terms. It is as well that a statement
be made for correction of the error that
lies In this assumption. The Associated
Press is neither a monopoly nor a. pub
lic carrier. It is an association formed
by a considerable number of the news
papers of the country for the purpose of
collecting news and distribution of the
news among its members. It sells no
news; it owns no telegraph or telephone
lines; it has no capital stock; it expressly
declares In Its by-la- that It is not to
make a profit, nor to make or declare
dividends, and Is not to engage in the
business of selling intelligence nor traf
fic In the same.'

"Furthermore, 'the members of this
association are certain persons who,
owning or representing newspapers, are
united in a mutual and
organization for the collection and Inter
change, with greater economy and effi
ciency, of intelligence for publication In
the newspapers owned or represented by
them.' As they have no means of carry
ing news, they cannot be public or com
mon carriers, but hire this service from
the telegraph companies. In some cases
they pay a word rate for the transmis
sion; In other cases they hire wires from
the companies; but the rates they pay
In all cases are open to all others. The
telegraph companies will carry for all
or ill let wires to all, at the same rates
paid by the Associated Press or its mem-
bers; and at this moment there are
several other press associations In active
operation in the United States on precisely
equal terms with the Associated Press
as to transmission of news.

"The Associated Press, then. Is merely
a club composed of owners or representa-
tives of several hundred newspapers. It
has no privileges of any description: it
asks nothing, has nothing, from Govern
ment, state or National; It has no pub-
lic franchise, no legislative favors of any
kind, no right of eminent domain; and as
it has been granted no privileges or fran
chises and asks none, it cannot be sub
ject to such conditions as pertain to
companies that have these rights and
privileges and therefore may be regu
lated by law. '

"Such an act has been proposed in
the Legislature of Oregon, to compel this
private association, this club of news
paper owners, to admit to participation.
in the benefits of the news they have col
lected, all persons who may desire such
participation, would have no validity
could not be enforced. Every element
that impresses with a public use the cor
poration whose business is that of a
common carrier is absent, as every ele-
ment that constitutes monopoly or would
sustain monopoly, is wanting also. Mem-
bers of the legislature have only to look
Into the subject to see that Senator
Pierce's bill Is framed on the wholly
mistaken assumption that the Associated
Press is a common carrier end vender of
news; that it has usurped certain privi
leges or has them through favor of law
or through absence of legal regulation:
It Is merely a club, that has no favor
from Government or law, therefore la not
Impressed with a public use and no more
Is subject to Interference or regulation
by the state, or to compulsion to share
with others the facilities It has created
than any other club or association of
persons united for any private purpose,
yet having nothing and asking nothing
from the state, would be. Once more,
the Associated Press is neither a common
carrier nor a vender of news. It owns
no telegraph or telephone lines, doesn't
sell news, but is merely an association
for exchange of news among its own
members, has no exclusive right to col-

lect news, and has no terms for trans
mission of news that are not open to all
others. It has, therefore, not a single
element of monopoly and no character
subject to regulation by such acts as that
proposed In the Legislature of Oregon.

"This matter already has been subject
to Judicial examination. The Supreme
Court of the State of Missouri has de
clared that the business of the Associ-
ated Press Is "not Impressed with a pub-
lic use"; for the Associated Press 'has
been granted no privileges, asks none, and
cannot therefore be burdened with con-

ditions such as pertain to common car-

riers and the like.' This case arose
under demand of the St. Louis Star for
publication in its columns of news col-

lected by the Associated Press. The
demand was denied by the court the
opinion being unanimous.

"A case passed upon by the Supreme
Court of Illinois is sometimes cited in
support of the opposite doctrine. But
the present Associated Press Is not the
Associated Press of trat day. It is
organized on a basis wholly different.
The Associated Press of the State of
Illinois long ago ceased to exist. It had
a by-la- w which tended to restrict compe-
tition, because It forbade members to
purchase news from any other source,
and it had the right to use the power of
eminent domain as to telegraph and tele-
phone lines. It was held that these
features tended to create a monopoly,
and subjected the association to regula-

tion and control, by the state. But there
are none of these features, or their con-

sequences In the organization of the
present Associated Press. It is purely
a club organization, whose operation is
Impressed with no public use. It claims
no privileges and has nothing whatever
from the state. As well might a man
try to force his way by law into the
Arlington Club, of Portland, or the Man-

hattan Club, of New York."

Doyle AYins Portland Mine Fight.
CHICAGO. Feb. 5. The annual meeting

of the Portland Gold Mining Company,
held here today, resulted in a complete
victory for the Howburt-Doyl- e faction
ever James F. Burns.

REPEAL OF PERPETUAL FRANCHISES

Multnomah Legislative Delegation Long Ago Took Emphatic Ground on
That Important Issue Declared Also for Regulation and Con-

trol of Franchises, and for Adequate Taxation.

final report of the Portland City Council gas committee and theTHE to ask the State Legislature to repeal the franchise of the
Portland Gas Cnmnanv make If nrAnn, nHnt a etatumnt of th nttl- -

the political campaign of 1906 the question of perpetual franchises was a leading
Issue, in some respects the leading issue. All the successful Multnomah Repub-
lican candidates, with two exceptions, subscribed to one or the other of the
following platforms:

STATEMENT NO. 1 CANDIDATES.
We, the undersigned, statement No. 1

candidates for nomination on the Republi-
can ticket, for election to the Legislature,
pledge our loyal support, if nominated and
elected. to the following:

First To vote always for the people's
choice for United States Senator.

Second If the people at the June elec
tion fail to approve the amendment to the
state constitution, which takes from the
Legislature and confers upon all towns and
cities the exclusive power to enact and
amend their own charters subject to the
constitution and criminal laws, and confers
upon their voters the power to initiate
and refer all local, special and municipal
laws and ordinances; then we will earnest-
ly support:

1 A bill conferring upon the municipali-
ties of over 50,000 Inhabitants the power to
regulnt and control all public utility cor-
porations in the character of service and
the price thereof: and,

2 A bill repealing the act granting to the
Portland Gas Company its perpetuul fran-
chise and fixing the maximum price of gam
at 85 cents per thousand feet.

Third A bill providing for the taxation
of public utility franchises appraised upon
the market value of capitalization, and thegross earnings of the whole property covered
by such franchises.

Fourth A law requiring manufacturers
and wholesalers who put up fruit products
In packages, cans or other receptacles to
give full weight, full measure or full count,
and print on such packages, can or otherreceptacles the exact quantity containedtherein and to provide punishment for theinfringement of the law.

Fifth That convict labor should not con-
flict with free and honest labor, and we
favor such legislation as will best secure
these results.

Sixth A bill regulating all state and pri- -
vate banks and trust companies, and pro- -
vide for a state bank examiner.Seventh That we favor the prompt pass--age by the Legislative Assembly of a me- -
morlal to Congress earnestly advocating
amendment of the Chinese exclusion law, soas effectually to prevent the admission ofall Asiatic coolie labor.Eighth We favor the ownership by the

"t. " ??rr,y. lV.lm Printing omcand a flat salary for the State Printer. Tothis end "we favor the adoption of the pend-ing constitutional amendment relative tonn liuyorittni suDject.
G. M. Orton, for Joint Senator.

For Clackamas and Multnomah.John Gill, for State Senator.1j. H. Adams, for Representative.
J. C. Bayer, for Representative.
I. C. Burnt, for Representative.
John B. Coffey, for Representative.
John Drlscoll, for Representative.
W. P. Keady. for Representative. '
S. A. Matthieu, for Representative.
A. H. Sandstrom, . for Representative
Edward T. Taggart, for Representative.

' S.?ar H' Thor"on, for Representative
William Wanner, for Representative

During

H. M. Bush, for Representative.
P A. McPherson, for Representative,
L M. lavls, for Representative.

The names printed tn black-fac- e type are now members of the Legislature.
The statement No. 1 candidates, in order to make their position more clear
and emphatic, afterwards addressed and subscribed to the following letter to
The Oregonlan:

Portland April 11. (To the Editor.) Replying to your letter, mailed toeach of the Legislative eandrUates before the Republican and Democratic pri-maries, as set forth in this morning's Oregonlan, we would respectfully callto your attention that the fact that our declaration and platform, published,
in your Issue of the 2d inst., specifically answers all questions contained in,your letter above referred to. We. therefore, take pleasure In reiterating ourviews. VV e. the undersigned statement No. 1 Legislative candidates for nom-
ination on tne Republican ticket, beg to say:Firt We believe the people of Portland, as of all other cities of the state,should Ttave exclusive control of all municipal matters affecting the welfare)
of the city, and to that end believe The Oregonlan should insistently advocate-th-

constitutional amendments now before the people conferring the necessarypowers upon the people of the towns and cities.
Second We believe the voters of the State of Oregon should both nominateand elect their public servants by their direct votes, in so far as Is possible

under the law. and upon this head wo hold the issue to be whether the "plu

t
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OPPOSITION" CANDIDATES.
Whereas. We the undersigned candidates

for nominations for Legis-
lature, believe the should he
advised of the course that intend to pur-
sue if elected, we submit following to
the Republican voters of Multnomah Coun-
ty as our plutfcrni declaration of prin-
ciples:

We will support lews:
For the equitable taxation of state

and municipal franchises.
For granting municipalities the

right to control and regulate ail public util-
ities, as gas, electric lighting and
power, telegraph, telephone, street railways,
railroads, etc.

Third For the enactment of a state
banking law that has for Its end the pro-
tection of depositors the creation of
the office of State Bank Examiner.

Fourth For depositing all state funds
with due regard to safety and so
as to bring the largest revenue to the state
and providing that all Income therefrom

revert to the state, and making it a
t iony for the Treasurer personally to
receive any compensation In the shape of.
Interest or such deposits.

Fifth For enacting a law to reduce the
number of Normal Schools to two or
less.

For placing the State Printer a
flat salary.

beventh t'ne employment of convicts
in the betterment of the public roadB

of In competition free labor.
We detdre to that we It dis-

tinctly understood the second article
of our platform shall be, construed to mean
that we consider ourselves bound to vote
for a law or laws revoklnc all perpetual
franchises, other franchises not
paying a revenue, and empowering; munlri- -

to place all franchise on an equal
basis,

And. further, we and each us shRll
consider ourselves pledged to support and
vote for that particular measure, emhrae- -
,n" subjects, designed to aecom- -
plish these ends, that the Multnomah Voun- -

delegation by a majority shall de--
cln

We propose to make this the main Issue
to the coming;

A. A. Bailey, for Joint Senator.
for Clackamas and Multnomah.
C. and E. B. Colwell, for State

Senator.
Cross, for Joint Representative.

I. W. Beverldge, for Representative.
F. rreeman, for Representative.

N. D. Buets-en- for Representative.
C. N. McArtliur. for Representative.
Charles Cleveland, for Represet native.
C. J. Llttlepage, for Representative.
R. E. L. Simmons, for Representative.

B. Mackle, Representative.
T. J. Monahan. for Representative.
Robert W. Wilson, for Representative.

8. Farreli, for
H. for Representative.
S. H. Gruber. for Representative.

Ferrera, for Representative.

Heat Veil Damps lire.
London Standard.

One of the gravest perils which fir
fighters constantly facing Is the fierce
heat. After successful trials, a newly-invente- d

veil" been Introduced
Into practice Cologne. Germany, where
200 men have been supplied with the ap-
pliance. veil is made after the prin-
ciple a lamp, with double win-
dows. It Is composed of fibers of cane,

the peculiar property of
retaining water for a length

time. The veil Is made damp before
being fastened to fireman's ordlnarjif
brass

tocratic Interests of this state shall select and the election our
United States Senators, through the old method of barter and sale, or whether
the voters of the commonwealth shall choose their Senators as provided forunder Statement No. 1 of the primary election law. While insist thatis the paramount question In campaign, we realize the fact that therare other questions of vital to the people of Portland and the stateat large, and concede to your paper full measure of credit for putting
these questions fairly before your readers.

"We answer as follows:
First We do not believe in granting perpetual franchises.
Second We do believe in repenting; tbnse now In and anhstltutlngj

therefore franchlsea reserving; regulation and control to the city and Ita
and fixing; maximum rates, prices and charge for service and accommoda-

tion sufficient produce a fair profit on the Investment.
Third We do believe In the enactment of city charters which authorize

City Councils to grant perpetual franchises, do Insist that the voters of
cities should have exclusive power to both make and amend their city's charter
and ordinances.

Fourth If the proposed amendments to the state constitution conferring
upon towns and cities the full power of home rule are not adopted by the
people in June, we shall favor the enactment of general laws and city charters
authorizing the people, through the proper officials, to fix maximum
charges to be made by publlc-utllit- v corporations, and shall insist further
that the Initiative and referendum apply, so that in case the "proper officials"
prove recreant to their trust the people might hold corrective power in their
own hands under the law.

Fifth We believe in the regulation of state hanks and trust companies
under the provisions of a law similar tothe National act, and will
support such a measure.

Answering your last two questions:
AVe nil franchlsea are property, and ahonld be assessed and taxed)

at their true value on the same basis aa other property, will support meua--

urea for that purpose.
Respectfully yours,

GEO. M. ORTON, W. P. KEADT,
JOHN GILL. S. A. MATTHIEU.
I,. H. ADAMS, A. H. SANDSTROM.

C. BtVKH, EDWARD T. T AGO ART,
1. C. BVRSiS. F.DGAR H. THORNTON,
.1. B. tOKKEV, WM. WANNER.
JOH.V DHISCOLI,,

Mr. Chapln, one of the exceptions above noted, a to The Ore
gonlan defining his position on franchises, and saying among other things:

The day ha gone by In Oregon when franchise will be granted for the)
mere asking;, and the day la coming; when nil uoh. franchise will be repealed,
and in their plaee be substituted franchise thnt will bring; a reveuua
to the city. In this I thoroughly, will line my beat efforts thin
direction. I trust I have made myself clear on the subject.

M- -. who had been absent from tho city when the pledges were
made, subscribed to them through an Interview from his father. Judge H. H.
Northup.

Many other members of the Legislature, outside of Multnomah County
returned favorable replies to the following from The Oregonlan:

Dear Sir It Is fair to that every man who aspires to such ait
important office Senator or Representative in the Legislature, vesting
with power to make laws for the people, has given thought tn those question
which are foremost in public discussion, and has formed opinions thereon
A man who is not sufficiently interested in. public affairs to keep Informed

such issues would scarcely offer himself as a candida.te a legislativeupon
office main effort of the people should therefore be to ascertain what
views' are held by the several candidates, vote 'for those who seem most
likely to secure the enactment of desired legislation.

desires to give every candidate for a legislative office art
opportunity to make hla position upon topics known to the voters,

fso to nlaie the people In concise form a statement of the views
If th'S can be done, the next Legislature be. in fact as

representative of the people. We would, therefore askwcU as in name,
to make a statement at your earliest In response to the following
questions: , th panting. cf perpetual franchises?

Do you believe In the repeal of perpetual franchises and the substitution;
0t 1DUyoufrbeMevee8ln the enactment of city charters which shall authoriza

Councils to grant nerpetua.1 franchises?
yDo m the enactment of general laws city charters wr.ic!?

auThorize the people, through proper officials fix reasonable)
Simum to be made by public-utilit- y corporations?

Do you believe in the regulation of state and private banks under a law;
the National banking act? Will you support such a law?similar to and subject to taxation?Do you believe that franchises are property,

Will support a measure designed to impose adequatexesurr-ubllc-utilit-
franchises?

It would thus appear that the Legislature is, through many of its members,
pledged to repeal of all perpetual franchises, and especially to the perpetual

franchise of the Portland Gas Company.

A Little Tint to Crack,
Tork Press.

H. M. Willis, the aluminum king,
found time not day to sweat
over the following: A men had
60 ducks for sale, and divided them
Into two of each. One lot was
to be disposed of at three for SI. and

other at for In his abj
the clerk the 60 ducks af

Ave for realizing the sum of $24.. If
sold according to instructions, one pur-

chaser would have got 30
S15 and other 30 Sl, making
$25 for lot. became
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