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SUBSCRIPTION RATES.
INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE W2
(Hy Mall)

wr

Dally, Sunday included, ono year.,....$500
Dally., Sunday inclided, =ix monthw. ... 4256
Dally, Bunday Included, thras months.. 235
Dally, Bunday Included, one month.... T8
Daily, without Sunday, one year ,..... 800
Dally, without Sundar, six months.. 823
Dally, wiihout Bunday, threa month 1.73
Dally, without Sunday, one menth. a0

Funday. one year..... e L LR LY,
Wenkly, ans year (iseued Thursday) 1.50
Eunday and Weekly; ana yenr.... a0

BY CARRIER. .
Dally, Sunday included, one year...... %00
Datly, Bunday included, one month.... .73
HOW TO REMIT —Send postoffice monay
rrdsr, expresas order or personal check on
your locu! bank, Btamps, colp or currency
wre At the sapder's risk. Olve postoffice ad-

Gremn In full, {ncluding county and state

POSTAGE RATES,

Entered at Portland, Oregon, Postoffice as
Beeond-Class Matter.

10 1o 34 PREMS. .ccicisisasains s 1

38 10 MM PREMS. .. cicsesrsnssrssn=-a CONLE

PO 1o 44 PRgON. ......conunsssiness B Conly

40 tn 00 Pages aw el CONLE

Fareign FPostage, double raten

IMPORTANT-—-The postal lawa are strict
Newspapers on which postage in not fully
prepald ars not forwarded to destination

EASTEKN BUSINESS OFFICE,

The 5. €. Beekwith Bpecial a\:rmr’—N‘_nw
York, rooma 43.50 Tribune bullding., Chi-
cagn, rooms 610-512 Tribune bulléing

KEPFT ON SALE.

Chicago — Auditarium Anuncx, Poatofice
Newn S0, 178 Dearborn streat.

St. Paul, Minn.—N. 8t Marie, Commercial
Btation

Colorade Springs, Colo. — Western News
Agency. ’

Denvor—Hamilion & Hendrick. 208-912
Eaventesnth atireet; Fratt Book Store, 1714
Fifteenth wstreet; L Welnstein; H. P, Han-

sen,

Kansas City, Mo.—HRicksacker Clgar Co,
Nipnth and Walnue

Minneapoils—3M. J. Kavanaugh, 60 South

Third.

Clevoland, O.—James Pushaw, 3107 Su-
perior pirect.

Atlantle City, N. J—EIl Tarlor.

New York Clty—L. Jones & Co, Astor

Hours: Broadway Theater Newn Biani
Oukiand, Cal.—W. H. Johnson, Four-

teentlh and Franklin streels, N. Wheatley;
Oakland News Simnd.

en—D, L. Beyle; W. G. Hind, 114
=oth ntree:

Hot Springe, Ark. C. N. Weaver & Co.

Omahu -— Barkalow Brosx, 1812 Farpam;
Uagrathh Stationery Co., 1308 Farnam; 240
Bauth Fourteenth.

Sacrumento, (al.—Sacramento News Co,
459 K sirest.

Salt Luke—Moon Boock & Statlonery Co,
Rosenfeld & Hanven.

Lus Angeles—B. H, Amos, manager ssven
streot wagonas

San Diego—B. B Amon.

Lang Beach, Cal.—B. B. Amos

FPasadena, Cul.—A. F, Horning.

Ban Franclseo — Foster & Orear, Ferry
Newn Stand; Hotel 5t Francis News Stand;
1. Pafont, N. Wheatley.

Eureka, Cal.—Call-Chronicle Agency.

Washington, D, C.—Ebbitt House, FPend-
eylvania avenue,

Norfolk, Va.—Jamrstown News Co,

Fine Beach, Va.—W. A Cusgrove.

Philladelphia, Pa.—Ryan's Theater Tickat
Office.
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SUBSIDY BILL IN FERIL.

There 18 o workl of truth In that old
saylng about “"When thieves fall out,
honest men get their dues™ It s, of
courss, not infallible, for occaslonally,
nfter a falling out, thleves work Inde-
pendently to the disadvantage of
honest men, For the good of the coun-
try, it 18 to be hoped that the ship-
subsidy hunters who have just had a
falling out at Washlngton will not
prove the rule by being the exception
in {llustrating the force of the proverb.
1t hns been apparent from the begin-
ning of this proposad rald on tha Treas-
ury that the maximum amount possl-
ble would be insufficlent to satisfy the
greedy subsidy hunters, and now that
the deadlock in the commitiee had the
effect of still further curtailing the
prospactive  emoluments; there ware
aigne of more dlssénslon than ever,

The President, probably unconsclous-
Iy, ‘but possibly intentionslly, damned
the subsgidy plan with sueh faint pralse
when ho sald that he thought the
present bill wasa “as nearly unobjectlon-
#ble as any can be," that many of e
lukewarm supporters lost heart, the In-
ference balng quite eclear that the
Fregldent regurded any subsidy blll as
“objectionable.”” The nearest the Presi-
deni came to making a direct recom-
mendation ‘in eonnection with the bill
wis when he dedlared that *“if it prove
impracticable to enact a law for the
encouragement of general shipping,
then at least provislon should be made
for better communication with South
America, notably for fast mall lnes"
In making thls recommendation the
President of course overlooked the
trans-Atlantic lines controiled by Mor-
gun, Griscom and the rest of the mil-
llonalres who -have been the power we-
hind every subsidy bill that has ap-
peared at Washington for many yoars,

The ldea which these maritime pa-
triots hava of a ship-subsidy blil is a
measure which will enable them to
grab about % per cent of the swag
for thelr own vessels. The Boston mil-
ilonalres who operatea a line out of
FPuget Sound, and the Harrlman-Rocke-
feller combination out of S2an Fran-
clgco, would also ohject to favoritlem
being shown any line but theirs, al-
though, to the credit of both Mr. HIill
and Mr. Harrlman, nelther of the gen-
tlemen has ever made any obnoxlous
efforts to further the Interests of the
subsidy graft. |

With s0 much dlssenslon, a dead-
lotked commitiee, postponement wuntil
January, lack of puoblic support and
other unfavorable symptoms, it mow
seems highiy probable that the pres-
ent subszidy blil will 11l the same kind
of a dishonored grave that has c¢losad
over so many of lis predecepsors. The
only thing that can save It from such
& fatoe Is a good. sirong message from
the President, and even
this would be to a considerabla degrea
nullified by the apathetic allusion made
in hig last messags to Congress.

OUR VICIOUS LAND LAWS,

The Oregonian reprints today In an-
other c¢olumn soma extracts from an
editorial article in the New York Even-
ing Post which roviews and commends
the Prealdent's' opinlone upon the re-
peal of some of the lAnd laws and the
amendment of others. The Evening
Post recalls that since Secretary
Hitchenck began his ¢rusade against
the Iand thisves 430 of them have been
indicted and elghty-nine convicted.
This leaves 401 whose cases have nnot
et been decided. Mr. Hitcheock hna
been relentless In his offorts tn bringd
corrupt officials to justice, though ha
has had to overcame great political
and pereanal Influence hefore he could
seoure his results,

The greatest difficulty in his way has
been a public sentiment which seemead
to lgok upon the breach of the land

“jaws as & venial offense, and to one
who wishes to understand the matter
the origin of this sentiment e impor-
tant. The fact Il» that. in the laws
‘themsalves thers are provisions which
affer a premium Tor frand. They are
eo framed that the development of the
country by men who value honesty
more than wealth has hean Impossible,

On thelr face, the laws permliited

the effect of p

individuals & acquire pubile land only
in tracts too small tb be of uss either
for the coal or timber, To acquire
cofitrol of aress which 1t would be
profitable to exploit, capitaliets had to
resort 1o spbornatlon of perjury. Indi-
viduals were Induced to obtain title”
from the Government to quarter see-
tions under the desert, timber clalm
and homestesd acts, with an agree-
ment to convey them to tha capitalist
who provided the funds and pald their
wagea. No man could do this without
forswearing himself. - Nevertheless, it
seemed nlmost as If the good of the
publie required that It should be done,
This was the predicament In which the
law placed the Investor. If he were
honest, he must decline the enterprise.
Hence the control of the timber and
conl lande want to the unscrupulous.
Lawe which act in this way, the Presi-
dent truly says, #re bad laws, and the
BEvening Post agrees with him that
they should be amended or repealed.

HOLD DOWN TAX LEVY.

Look here: Is the very evil of high
asgessment, as prophesled early In 19805
when Assessor Sigler was preparing to
ralse tax wvaluations, then 40 per cent
of mctual, to full valuations, to be ful-
filled? 1s the tnx levy not to be kept
down In the sanme ratio that the assess-
ment {s ralsed, and Is each taxpayer
to pay mora?

The Councll will break faith with
taxpayers by putting up the levy to
5.7 mille, as recommended by the ways
and means committee. Taxpayers sub-
mitted to the high waloatlons on the
understanding that the levy would be
lessened In the same ratio that the
valuations wers enlarged. The city
assessment was trebled, but the elty
levy last year was cut only in half, and
now the ways and means commities
addas half a mill more for the next
levy.

The Oregonlan was averse, and so
were many citizens, to the high assess-
ment last year when It was first pro-
posed, and foretold the rald that could
be made under it on the pockets o(
taxpayers. But the promise wae given
out that expenses and lsvy would be
held down. Objections were thus
quisted, and the advantages of high
asgessment were then nccepted. If the
branches ' of government should be
honest with taxpayvers, there are ad-
mitted merits In the new system; not,
however, If it Ig to equeeze more mondy
out of overburdened taxpayers, The
Oregontan sald April 21, 1905;

“Should the proposal to double or to
increase greatly the assessment of
Portland sand Multnomah County be
accepted, there wounld undoubtedly be
much Increase of city and county ex-
penditure, bacause the rate of taxetion
or annual levy certainly would not be
reduced [n proportion to the f[herease
of the general valuation, A conse-
quence would be that, though there
would be reductlon of the rate, each
taxpayer would actually pay more.
High or full valuation means extrava-
ganve poorly Jdisgulsed. . . . For
more and more things wonld be wanted
by one and andther, a low levy would
be polnted at as proof that they could
be afforded, and ere long we should ba
paying 40 mills again, on the increased
valuation®

Such, indeed, will be the outcome
if ths Council ahall fai]l to prune the
report of the ways and means commlt-
tee. Ten mills used to run the elty
government,. that being the Hmit In
the charter. S8ince the assessment has
been trebled, the city ought to get
along on a levy half as lurge as for-
merly.

A i-mlll levy, colizcted next year, will
supply $150,000 more revenue than wone
collected this year on 5.2 mills, This
Year's revenue was $192,000 larger than
last year's. The clty levy, if put at
5 milis, will raisa enough money and
provide for higher salarles of clty em-
ployes, If proper economles shall be
enforeed elsewhere.

The Councl! ¢an keep the levy down
or the people will do it In the city
election next yedar by means of the
initiative. .

A 57 mills ¢elty levy means a total
county levy of more than 18 mills. Tha
helght was thought to have been
reached In the tax paymentle thle year
when the total lavy was 148, When
high levy was proposed mnearly two
yvears ago, it was sald that & full as-
sessment Would aliow the levy to be
reduced from 40 mille to 14 or 13 mills,
Each taxpayer Is paylng more than
under the low assesement plan, Is he
to pay more and more?

CAR BSHORTAGE AND WAREHOUSE

STORAGE. .

The remarkable agitation over the
car-shortage problem has had the ef-
fect of gliving the general public a
fairly <clear insight regarding r.l]‘? reia-
tione existing between shipper and car-
rier, and it has also revealed the fact
that at least & portion of the blame
must be laid at the door of the ship-
pers. Interstate Commercéa (Commls-
sloner Lane, on hls return from the
West, =mald that “serlous terminal
congesilon” duoe to shippers’ delays n
unloading care was one of the chief
causes of the car shortage. Commis-
gioner Harlan said that the publicity
given existing conditions *had broken
the coal famine in the Northwenst, had
induced the coal shippers to declare
that they could get along with less
‘frea tlme' in which to unload cars,
and had stiffened the backbone of some
of the rallroads to the point where
they had agreed to cut down fres time
and impose a $2 charge on reconsigning
privileges.” 1t seems to have been the
practice of shippere all over the coun-
Lry to use cars for warehouse purposes
for an undue langth of time, thus de-
priving some other shipper of the op-
portunity to secura cars,

Reporte from the Willamette Valley
are that thers has been a declded im-
provement In conditions einca the in-
dignation meeting held in Eugene a
few weeks ago. At the game time, it Is
cxplained that the Increased number
of cars avallable have heen obtained
at the expense of the Northern Cali-
fornia shippers who are clamoring for
cara. This “robbing-Potar-to-pay-Paul”
Eystem can never prove satisfactory,
for it I& unjust and unbusiness-llke, It
doen not In the siightest degree increase
the facilities, re would he the case If
shippers unloaded cars in half the {ime
they have been in the habil of consum-
Ing. The primary cause of the car
shortage I8 unprecedented expansion
in &ll linee of industrial activity. That
the raliroads have falled to prepare for
this wonderful increase in traffic s
admitted even by {lroad men.
There Is the ever-present désire to move
the maximum of tonnage with the min-
Iimum of operating expenxe.

That there has been declded fall-
ure in the accompilshment of this laud-
able ambltfon Is shown quite plainiy in
the Commissionere® statemant that the
average movement of freight care on
some of the Middle Western lines was

7y
only twenty-three miles per day. But
this low average cannot he charged up
against the operating departments, nor
can 1t as a whole bhe traced to the
shortcomingz of the ralirgads, for tha
Commiseloners discoversed that thle low
average Whe due (n a large part to the
long delays to which cars were sub-
Jected by shippers at terminal peoints.
Competition for freight between rival
roads had become so keen in the daya
when there were more cars than were
needed that abuses sprang up which
now plague both raliroade and ship-
pore. ‘The traffie men, anxious to
pleasa larges shippers, a few years ago
learned that the loan of a car for a
few days, or even weeks, with perhaps
a modkrate demurrage charge, did not
Impalr the effliclency of the service,
but did attract business. The ehlpper
learned that accommodations of thle
kind answered the purpess of A ware-
hotise, and the abuse grew and flour-
ished.

We have witnessed examples of it
right here in Portland. While some of
our shipperea were Iifting wup their
vofces at Eugene In protest agalnst the
raliroads, there were 1100 unloaded cars
in the yarda at Portland. It has only
been within the past three years that
tany of the big shippers of Portland
have burdened themselves with ware-
house property. They have never
fallod, however, to resist the efforts
of the rallroads to increase the demur-
raga penaltles, ¥or thie reason, it
would seem that the proposad recipro-
ol demurrags blll would not be a very
bad thing for the rallroads, as well as
the poople. It would at least have ths
effect of preventing some of the ship-
pers whose dilgtory methods are par-
tiailly responsible for the present trou~
ble from escaplng the blamse for it. The
reports of the Commiesioners, so far
as made public, display & falrmeas to-
wards rallronds #nd shippers which ar-
gurm@ well for the recommendation of
iegislation that will afford justice to
both parties.

THE FOOL AND HIS PISTOL.

Mr. Arthur McEwan s entirely too
handy with his pistol,. It '8 fatal to
disturb his slumbens. Ha hears some-
thing during the night, and he at once
pulle his ready revolver from under his
pillow and fires at the holse, which,
unfortunately, happens to be Ara Ta-
cashima, a Japunese servant in the
household where McEwnan is staying.
The Japanese will probably <dis, and
McEwan §s sorry, very sorry, “for,”
he sanya, “Tacanashima was my friend.”™
The only criticlsm that ¢éan be made
of the poor Japanese In his relations
with McEwan s that he showed such
fatal Judgment In plcking a fool for
a friend,

It was the habit of the Japanese, It
eeems, (o g0 through McEwan's room
to his own. Indeed, it was the only
WAY 1o get there, McEwan knew It
and he knew that the Japaunese always
took precautions not to awaken him,

unessy plllow, so that he could shoot
inestantly at anything or anybody who
might arouse him ever so slightly. Evi-
dently he had practiced falthfully for
Just such an emergency ap arose Sun-
day night, for when the tlime came for
him to show that hils careful training
had not been In vain, he shot before
he was thoroughly awakened, snd the
bullet struck his unlucky friend, the
Japanese, in the stomach. When Me-
Ewan found that, having fired with un-
erring alm at a shadow, he hud kiliad,
probuably, an Inoffensive Japaness, he
aroused the other inmates’ of tha
hougehold, and they sent the poor fel-
iow to the hospltal, Then, no doubt,
McEwan went to bed again, and fin-
ished the sleep so Improdently dis-
turbéd by the audaclous brown etran-
Ber from a strange land. At least, it

police were not notified of the tragedy
for sixteen hours.

It 18 possible that by thie time Me-
Favan "has begun to realize that his
deed (= [ittle short of murder. In any
view, It I without excuse, and cer-
tainiy without provocation. MoEwan
ehouid sieep for a time In a csll, so that
the danger to others may be reduced
to & minimum. If he should npt bae
held accountable, there may be justifi-
cation for the view likely to obtain
eigewhers In the world that the life of

& Japanese Is of very little mecount in
elvilized America.

GOOD ROADS AND CONVICTS AGAIN.

Whether The Oregonian has made 4
gEross mistake in Its statement of the
amount appropriated by the bill for
working convicts, and the purposes
to which the money is to be applied,
As a correspondent today says, this pa-
rer !s willing to leave to the judgment
of lis readers. Sectlon 13 provides that
“for the purposa of carrying out the
provisions of this act, there Is hereby
approprinted the sam of $260,000, or
60 much thereof as may be necessary.”
The amount stated 15, therefore, cor-
rect. In summing up In one sentence
the provislons of the act, room was
left for a quibble, of which Mr. Harrls
eceks to take advantage; but the effect
of the act was correctly etated. It is
true that when convicts are working
on the roads directly, the county must
pay traveling and operating expenses,
the state donating to the county firat
applylng therefor the services of the
convicts, But not all the road .gyork
is to ba done dlrectly upon the roads.
The blll provides for the working of
vonvicts in quarrles, and, as they can

nomleally worked In that manner, it Is
altogether probable that, ff this bill
should become & ixw, most of the work
would be done In quarries, Thera s
demand for crushed rock. Road work
is done largely with teams furnished
by farmers who drive thelr own teams.
Tpon the subject of supplying crushed
rack, the blll provides that the state
shall establieh and Sperate rock-crush-
ing plants and furnish ths fock fres
to countles.

Any cdunty (the bill provides) desiring to
procure preparad rock for making perma-
fient roads ahall, by itz County Court or
Board of County Commisslohers, pressnt a
written reguest to that effect to ths Conviet
Labor Board., stating therein the gquantity
of rock desired, the quantity it can taks
each day and when It desirea to begin re-
colving maid rocic. These requants whall ba
filed. numbered In order and actad upon In
tha order In which they ars recsived. Upon
racelving such request anid board shall d=-
Hver to ecach eounty making such request
the amonnt of material requosted to the
full extent of the capacity of the camp or
station, each county belng served —tn the
order of Iin request

No langunga could be plainer. If the
first county asks for all the rock, It
will get it, and no discretion is left in
the authority of the board. Mr. Harrls
msserts that “not one c¢ent of the
money appropriated i to be avaflable
for countles who take convicts for road
work,"”" and In this he leaves tha im-
presgion that The Oregonlan sald the
money would be “avaflable for coun-
ties.” The Oregonian spoke of cnnvict

work In general, and challenges Mr.

Yet he kept a loaded pistol under hia,

would eeem so, from the fact that the.

be most easlly gusrded and most eco-

Harris fo show how, under the provi-

slons of the bill, one dollar of that
§250,000 can be spent withont the coun-
ties first applying for the convict Iabor
or rock getilng the benefite of it
Whila the convicts ars working on the
roads directly, none of the $250,000 will
ba spent, except for malary of the
hoard, engineers, superintendents and
foremen. 8o far as it Is spent,’ the
county first appiying wouldl gel the
benefit, whether the labor be diectly
upon the roads or in rook-trushing
piants. .

The Oregonian e not drafting a con-
vict-labor bIL If it were, It would
provide that the superintendent of the
penitentiary ehall advertise the num-
ber of convicts that are avallable for
work outside the penitentinry, and
glve notlee that on a certain day hs
will recelve applications for econvict
iahor, together with & statement of the
facilities the several counties have for
caring for convicfs. On the day fixed
the applications would be considersd,
and the convict labor appnrll-gned as
equitably as possible. The satme plan
would be followed In distributing
crushed rock. Some discretion would
be left to the distributing officlals, in-
stead of providing, as does the bill un-
der consigeration, that the board
“shall” mward to each county, in tha
order of their applications, the amount
of labor or rock requested. It would
probably not be wise to distribute rock
or labor pro vata at all timss, where
the totlal amount applied for exceeds
the amount awvailable, for the amount
apportioned might be too small to be
of practical use, But nelther should
one county be permitted to “hog It”
becauee It made application first.

It is scarcely necessary to relterate
The Oregonlan‘s criticlsme of other
features of the blll. Mr. Harrle agrees
that one man is better than & board of
three, “if* we can gei just the right
man.” He is evidently of the opinion
that the appointment af three wounld
increase the chance of getting one good
one, but does not remember that the
other two would be a majority and

outvote the one. But The Oregonlan
dld not base its eriticiems wupon
“granted Incompetency and disloy-

aMy,"” as Mr. Harrls saya. It sald that
ona man will accomplish more than
three. Th€ bili allows $ a day and
expenses o each of the thres whila
employed, leaving the inevitable con-
clusion that they are to devoie only
part of thelr time to this work, and
muke thelr living at other occupations.
Men thus employed could not be ex-
pected to give gopd service as road-
billders and overseer@ of convicts.
One man devoting his whole tlme to
the work would do more at less cost.

Mr. Harrls concelles the weakness of
one feature of the bill when he says
that if the plan falls it can be done
away with. Yes, but the bill gmphati-
cally repeals all laws for ths employ-
ment of convicte in the penitentiary.
He proposes to cut out all existing
methods of employment and try a new
one., The Oregonian said that It would
be better to try the new plan by work-
Ing up to it gradually, still retalning
the old lawe, so that convicts can ba
worked under them If the new plan
faile.

Mr. Harris ssks: “Does our critic
wilifully make the misstatement that
the bill provides that In case a county
first applles for all the convicts that
are available, angd seems prepared to
care for and guard them, that thers lo
nothing to do but let them all go to
ons county, and let other counties go
withiout?T" To make a polnted answer
to the question—The Oregonlan will-
fully made the statemient, and chal-
lenges Mr, Harrle to show that It is a
misstatement. The fact Is, he admits
that It 15 a correct statement, @ a
reading of his letter will show.

\ .

After many years walting, New Or-
leans at last witnesses quite a “crlmp™
placed in the commercisl prestige of
her new and lusty rival, Galveston.
Beginning mnext month, the weekly
steamehip service between Galveston
and Mexican ports will be replaced by
& semi-monthly service, and a weskly
service will be Inaugurated out of New
Orieans. The Texas seaport bas re-
celved such & start, however, that the
dropping of a steamer per week from
a regular schedule will have no such
effact as it might have had in the
eéarller days of tha port. Thera is
plenty of room and plenty of business
for a large number of Southern ports,
Just as there is pienty of room for nu-
merous ports on the Gulf Coast, and
Galveston will quickly recover from
this temporary curtailment of her serv-
fce with the Mexican poris.

_ The dropping tendency of tha New
York stock market' the high rates of
call money and general weakness in
everything of a speculative character
Tfor the past fortnight, are in & meagure
explained by the Hberalily In Christ-
mas remembrances. With something
like $200,000000 In January dividends
to provide for, and a good many mil-
lions to be Jdistributed sampng em-
ployes and frlends, the New Yorker
has hardly been in a poaition te do
very much plunging of a nature that
would Inject bulllshness Into a slock
market. That portion of the millions
which was distributed among the em-
Tloyes was perhaps Invested in a much
better cause than It woukl have been
had the glver bought A. O. T. in Wall
etreet.

Ralsull, the Moorish bandit, {5 be-
coming more up-to-data In hls rascal-
ity. A cable from Tangier printed in
yesterday's Oregonlan says that he
ls in control of the raillroad in the
nefghborhood of the Moorlsh capltal,
and Is activol: arming bands ‘of men
for the purposs of fighting the trgope
of tho Sultan, While a great many
Caucasiane {n Morocco will suffer by
reason of the pending hostilities, In
view of the past attitude of the Sultan
toward Raisull, the ruler will harlly
come In for very much sympathy. If
the Sultan had displayed one-half the
energy in preparing & campalgn against
the bandit when he seized and held an
American cltlzen for ransom, the task
of puiting down the present rebellion
would have heen much easier.
|

Death by rallroad eollision, drowning,
murder, suleida, burning and misery in
a hundred other forms are all included
In the newe of the day which Is served
up on Christmas as gn other dava, A
perusal of the newa columns of the
daily papers quite forclbly renilnds one
that for a great many people In this
hard old world, Christmas Is anything
but “merry.’’

i

The steel trust’s Interest charge for
1908 = $41.530,375. That {5 to say, the
cnmbine grafts this vast sum off the
country to pay interest on about three-
quarters of a billion watered stock.
But the stand-patters tell us gur in-
fent industiries need protection.

Raseslity Properly Punished, but Lawa

A . Must Be Reformed.

Naw York Fvening Post,

If tha solutlor of ths publie lIand prob-
lem econsisted merely In punishing all
those who have violated the lnws passsd
for the regulation of the public domain,
than the Ronsevalt adminlstration
might already ba credited with truly
astonishing progresa towan? that solu-
tion. It is doubtful !f ever befora so
many persons from such different sta-
tions in lifa and In =0 many different
loealities hava heen convieted within so
=short a “tima for the vislation of Fed-
eral statotes which had previously been
nlmost ignored. Soeretary Hitcheock,
in the face of political and personal
pressura of every form, has bean -
lentless In his pursult of corrupt offi-
clals and corrupting outsila operators,
and the President has given loyal sup-
port to his work. As ths Secretary sum-
marized results in his report for this
year, there hava heen 4% persons Indict-
ed for Innd franuds, & have Lesn con-
victed, snd 401 are under Indictments
still pending,

Naturally, when such wholesale ras-
cality ls exposed, the laws which have
proved s0 easy to evade goma in for at-
tentlon. The United States land laws
ara bad because they facllitata fraud
and decelt, and thelr shorteomings In
this particular have alraady been widely
noted: but they nare also bad because
they fail to make provislons for ths needs
of the legitimats Interests of tha coun-
try. The pecullar interest of President
Roosavelt's spocin]l message of yesterday
lles In its emphasis of this latter and
less considered phase of the subjeot.

All over the West thers have been
conducted Industries usaful to the coun-
try at large, Indispensable to ths com-
munities in which they are plnced, hon-
est In every reintion of 1life except that

the land on which they operate has
been  viriually stolen. Timber cutting,
cattle ralsing, coal mining have been

carried on under laws; or rather in wvio-
Intlon of laws, which bore next to no
relation to thelr genuinas requirements.
As the Prealdent says with truth and
foreo:

“The present coal law, llmiting the In-
dividugl entry to 18) ncres, puts a prem-
iom on fraud by r‘fmking it impossible
to develop certain types of coal flelds
and yet comply with the law. It i1s n
scandal to maintain laws which sound
well, but which make freud tha key with-
out which great natural resources must
remain closed."

Whaut he says hers of coal Ianda ap-
plles only {n less degres to grazing and
timber landa. Without smploylng a force
of agents to make fletitfous entries and
then turn. over thelr holdings to him, &
mian could not acquire encuxh acres of
forest to make it profitable for him to
equip a sawmill

What was the result of a polley which
would give a cltizen no mors land for
mining coal than for growing cabbages?
It 4id not etop the acgulsition of great
tracts of land nor the supply of those
products which required large areas. It
did, however, develop in the Western
country a thoroughly uanhealthy publie
sentiment regarding the publle domain,
To the already pgeneral conviction that
theéra was no moral wrong In cheating
the Government, was added a special
coutempt for thls set of laws. Indus-
tries In which, for their own =nke the
country took a genulnes pride, wers para-
doxically kept out of the hands of men
with scruples. »

So long as thess underlylng condltions
exist, it s wva!ln to suppose that any
seriea of prosecutions, even {f the whole

Seniate should be put behind the bars.
will scare awny the Innd thieves once
for all. The liws must be Iliberallzad

In ona direction as they are made striet-
er In another. The timber and stone
act, tha desert land act, and the com-
mutation clause of the homestead nect,
Arg suggested by the President for re-
peal or modificatlon, as they were by
his Land Laws Commission of last year.
}ug while the need for amending thae
land laws-has long been ‘perfectly well
known, thls may be =& propitious time
for President Roosavaelt to urge thelr re-

form. The prosécutions of the Imst two
years haove Interested Eastern communi-
ties which scarcely reallzed befora that
therm were any esuch things as land
laws . and the public domaln, Tet an-
other . period of apathy ensue, with the
laws In thelr present condition, and the

old frauds are absolutely certaln to re-

appear. On the othar hand, = carefully
worked out system of leasing range
land, eelling standing timber without

otherwise permit-
of natural

felling the land, and
ting the most effectlve use
resources In conformity with ths Iaw,
and under proper compensation, will do
much to eronts & pubilic sentiment that
will help greatly in the futura adminis-
trition of the much-abused Land Office.

Wisdom in One Physician,
Washlngton, D. C., Dispatch,
Senator Pettus, of Alabama, who is
85 years old, was working on a law
case In his office In Alabama recently,
when le wos overcome by an attack

of vertigo.

“Wa're golng to send for & dootor,”
one of his clerks told him.

“All right,” the Senutor sald,
don’t get more than one’”’

When the doctor arrived he bundled
Sanator Pettus, into a carrisgs and got
in with him and ordered that the Sen-
ator be taken to his home.

“You're a doctor, are you? Esnator
Pottus asked.

“I am,"” was the Answer,

“And you're all alona?™
“Yes, sir,” the phyalelan gnswared,
thinking the Senator had some confl-
dential communication to mike,

“You're sure thera =2 only ona of
youT" the Sonator persisted. “You and
I are the only two people here?

“Yes, sir”

“I'm mighty =lad of 1t tha Senator
sald, with a sigh of relief. “T am sure
I'l1 got well if thera !s only one of
you feliows hers, but I know I could
never survive a cansultation."

“but

Devoten Her Life to Charity,
8loux Clty Journnal

Waneta Toskatomba, a full-blandad
Chickasaw malden, well aducated and
worth §00.000 In her own right, has de-
cided that she will never marry, but
will devota her lifa to charity work. Tn
& short time she will take up her resl-
denca in Oklahoma City, whera she will
conneact herself with soms charitabje in-
stitutlon,

THE MORNING AFTER.

By Sergeant Siewart, U 8 A
old Christmas I had last ysar;
old lunchea and the same old beer,
Sams old head and the same old thirst;
old excuse I had at first

old
nld
old
old

old
old
old
old

old
ald
ol
Eames old

nosa and the same old clathes;
hiuf® that never gpoas=

eop in the sume old place:
focling in an empty space

Judges with the sxma aold
stary “that I rcouldh's
santence. same old fnn;
phone to a friend of mine

rudge;
budgs."'

lecture; same old say;
piodge in the same old wiiy,
vow with the saime old tear;
drunk I'll have nexil year,

td

PRESS CLEAN AND 'Nnm:cnnsr.

!lt;w Problem ¥Has Been Selved By
Great Newspnpers.
Hartford (Conn.) Dispatch to New York

Workd. \
At the bhanguet of the Gat-Taegether,
Tluh, which Includes representative

men of this city and its vicinity, and
which glves dinners once & month to
hear exparts talk shop In thelr especial
lines, Don . Soltz. businesa manager
of the New York World, this evening

NEW YORK CITY PERTURBED.

Hoston Accent mad Pronuntintion Too
Much for Feeble Minds.
New York Sun,

People who g0 to Boston may not
carea much about the simplified spall-
ing, but If some kind soul would
simpl!fy thea prominciation of the Eng-
1ish langunge s =l Is spoke around
Bopton it would save Uhe Biranger
many blushes. If, for Instance,
happen to be the atranger and by way

convineed theass cltizens, who wore | of showlng an Interesy in loea] poll-
drawn from all professional and bhual- | tles you remark that you are glad
ness walks of life, that the counting- Lthat Guild defeated Movan you are
room do#s not dominate the edltorinl | courting danger. How does anvhody
department of uany successful news- | pronounce “@Guild?” Like “glld” nf

paper in this country.

Replying to a direct question of his
friend. tha Rav. John Coleaman Adams,
of the Church of tho Roedesmeor, Mr.
Beltz sald: "Tn my 1P years experience
4n tha business office of the World
1 know that no one has ever gone from
the counting room to the editoriil reom
to consult nbout ona nickel."”

The tople of ths avening was “The
Noed of & Clesn and Independent
Preas” #mnd the other speaker besldes
Mr. Seitz was Ernest Howard, chief
editorial writer of the Bpringfleld Re-
publican, who mentloned thnat the Re-
publican had banished free raliroad and
theator tickets from its office.

Mr. Beitz =ald tha press was i{nda-
pondent, far more so than it was some
years ago, and that to be =uccesaful a
paper must be Independent. Ho rolated
a number of Incidents to show It
Among the speakers weore “Pa” Corbin,
the former Yale football rush; Edward
Porritt, the English writer, and Rabp!
Elkin.

Says Adnm Was Probably a Negro.
Philadelphia Public Ledger,

“Adam was probably a negro,” sald
Rev. Edward F. Randolph, In & ser-
mon at Trinity Methodist Episcopal
Church, Fifteenth gnd Mount Vernon
stroets, “The white races ara K com-
paratlvely modern, whers the an-
clent peoples were colored.” The Juap-
ancse and Chiness—older glvilizations
than ours—nre yellow. The Egyptians,
Assyrinns and BEthloplans wetre black
or brown. The welght of sclentifle
evidence goes to show that Adam and
Eva wers colored. Dr. Pritchard, the
grentest ethnologlst who ever Hved,
seys ne 18 convinced of the truth of
this."

The pastor said that the black man
was held In higher esieem In anclent
times than he Is today. ¥e sald that
the monumentz of the East plctured
many black Theroes. Fourteen of
Egypt's Pharoohs weérs negroes.

Hool Gilves Away Secrets,
Washington (D, C.) Poat,

Mra 'Elhu Root, wife of the Becrstary
of State, desplses Washington, Ik C., life
#3 much as her husband lkes it, and was
instrumenta)] in getting her husband to
redign a8 Secretary of War and return
to New York. She did not know of the

Mrs.,

courne,. But put a capital at its head,

Eo Lo Boston mnd sat ONee ¥ou must
say "Gulled™ As for Moran, it 15 ad-
mitted that some Bostonlans o SRy
=—as who else would not?™—"Mo-ran,"”
with tha accent on the last syilable,

as, for Instance, In wise ran.

are others who give It a p
tion which Is a cross between
mn” and M‘Morrun,” and which
sounds more like “Murrain™
thing else

If you want to appear to be a na-
tive bean-eater—of course you mAYy
not; thera's no aceounting for rastes—
yon will not talk of Dorct but
of Dotchester; not of Roxbury and
Sudbury, but of Roxb'ry and Sudb'ry
Jf you think of sending your son to
Groton you will kmow enough to call
it "Grotton.' You will go, not o
Quiney marker, but te "Quinzy mar-
ket,” the same belng In the lower por-
tion of, not Faneuil hall, but “Fannul
hall” or even “Funnel hall”

In Quinzy market you may be lucky
enough to find some apples Inbelad
blue pearmains, But if you would ap-
peéear to the manner born you will ask
for them as “bluse p'manns.” Perhapa
you mircady know enough to call Lao-
minster “Lemm'nster,” to say “Ash-
b when you talk of . Ashby, and
“*Wall-thamm' wher you refer o
Walthum, and “Wawb'n” for Waban,
and “Hayv't'11" for Iaverhlll, and
“Eittry" for Kittery, and "Savvin Hil1"
for Bavin Hill. But thoere remalnes tian
erucial test of Blllerlca. If you cali
It—as 1t 1s spelled—"Bll-ler-1-ca” you
must not wonder what causes thar
strange expression to pass over the
face of any trua Bostonlan within
bheuring, The strange expression willl
not ba there If you say "Blll-rikka,”
or even “Blll-ricky."

But thera
mynechs-
M-
renlly
than any-

)

star,

Young FPlgs to Mark Esteem.
Cincilnnatl Engulrer.

Dr. W, G. Grace, the famous English
oricketer, has been the reciplent of many
gifts from lovers of cricket as tangihls
proofs of thelr admiration of his prow-
ess. Bome of them have been remark-
able in character, but perhaps the most

'Pmtmrrn.anlng Eift ha ever recelved wa

one of three young pigs which a Wor
cestershire farmer lately sent to him
in recognition of a great batting Teat
which he hag wimessed.

Congresslonnl Records vs. Seeds.

Phlladelphla Press,
Represantntive Watkina, of Louls-

preliminary arrangement when the Presl-

deng Invited Mr. Root to take John HHny's |
ploce in the Crbinet, and, while visiting4 He sent

fann, thinka he has about the most
Inconsistent constituent Imaglinabis,
him & full gquota of goarden

up the state, was surprised by the recelpt | seeds and recelved thls letter In reply

of a dispatch from her huasband announc-

Ing lLis decjsion,

he

=0

in Washington
lkes to live there

place a8 policama
wonld take It—he
wall,

it they offered II;:?

Intimation: “It Is a Bor.'
Allantie ity Speciad in New York World.

Friends of City Physlolan Chew, who
knew of a visit of the stork, visited
the Chew resldence in the exclusive cot-
tage section before daylight, and posted
large leltered placards on tha house |n-
forming the public of the mrrival of a
son end helr.

"It I8 o boy." asserted one
sign, while another bore ths
“After many years'' The signs drew n
crowd, and friends of the officinl stopped
wutos end carringes to extend congratu-
lntions,

staring
legend,

In the Jmmes J. FHill Line.
Baltimore News.

James J. Hill, president of ths Groat
Northern Eallroad, tukes Immense plens-
ure in recalllng that he wocut the first
etencil and marked the first barre]l of
flour ever manufactured in Minneapolls.
This was In 1859 or 1860, when he was
agent for a line of frelght stenmers run-
ning on the Mississippl. The partlcular
stencil was kept by the milling company
for years, but at last was destroved in
a fire,

The Lost Boy.

Washington (D. C.) Herald,
The Boy 1 Tised t0 Ba would ktiow
How far It i» to Christmas Day,
And avery night in dreams would zo
Swift-paced along the wondrous wiar;
And he by day would count the weeks,
The days—the yery hours, indsed!—
With eager eyes and fiaming chenks
The lore of Christmas he would read

AR! ha knew gll tha folly tales
The falk about the d#uy woyld weave;
With burlsh faith, which never falls
He had the knowlega ta hallave.
He knew the legends all ware true,
Ho :-r:—m;lcd quonr latters to the Salnt,
He heard The falry hornue that blew
Thelr miurval-musle, far and faint,

Of all the Christmas wishes mnds
This Is ths deepest In the heart:
That L might find tha lignt that piared
Through all the long Jdays set apart,
And might hallove the legends gquaint,
The slaigh tracks In the sanow might seas,
And kmow the joily slden Saint

Sha theréupon turned to [ no good.
her friends and said: *I do bellevs that | slonal records. |
husband of mine o | dren and make bully lamp-lighters.

Ax did the Boy I Usad tn Ba!

“I recelved the sseds, but they are
Se¢nd me a set of Congres
They amuse the chil-

_—

Rooacvelt, Jr., Boaa.
Washlugton, D. C., Post.

Five or six youngsters were plaving
fhiinny on the.roof of the low bullding
connecling the President's offics with
the White House,

“Which one is young Roosevelt?' =a
visitor ssked a policemnn

**Sea that one bossing the others?® tha
pollceman sald, pointing. "That's him.'

S -

Fire Department Addy Coffes Wagon.
Bostaon Transeripl

The New York Flre Department has
added to its equipment a coffes wagon,
which with thres men responds to third
alarms snd dispenses coffee and sand-
wiches., This Is more practical than tho
Increase In salarisd chaplains, Tecantly
proposad by the Fire Commissioner of
that city.

Legn] Lighis As Walkers,

Philadelphlia Enquirer,
Two of the greatest pedestrians In
Washington, D). C., are Associata Jus-
tices Harlan and Whits. They walk evers
day from the Caplitol to thelr homes In
Northwest Washington, a distanos of
nearly five miles.

It In Now: %“Blame-Me"” Storer,

Chilcago Journal.

Theéy have o new way of

ing Belmany Btorer's nama in Wash-

Ington, D, C. Since the recent sensa-

tional publieation he hns come to ba
known as “Blame-Ma" Storer.

pronoyno=

Feminine Subtlety, -

New York SBun.
*I mads this salad fust for you,
Eat all that you can eram|
The mution chops are pretty good,
1 4o lovs Poersian lamb,

“1 aaw Eliza Jonss today;
8hé is a spitaful thing

Her huaband has just given her
A handsome diamond ring.

“The sun waa sinking In the weat,
A pretty sight, but yeL
Despita the bemuty of Its hus,
1 ke a sabls set.

*I took the trollsy enming homs
And stood up——on! ss far;

I wouldn't have to hang an stmps
Had I a motor car™

ANYTHING TO MAKE

ARE THINKING OF TARING

DEMOCRATS BERE, WHO ARE SOMEWHAT AT SEA FOR AN 15SUE,
UFr SECRETARY
STATE RIGHTS—WASHINGTON DISPATCH.
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