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IN SEARCM OF AN ISSUR

We are st last parmitted to know
just what Mr. Bryan meint by his fa-
mous remark in London that “free sll-
ver wans not at present a living quee-
tion." Mr:. Moreton Frewen, the Engllsh
bimetalist, expiains the whole matter
In A lelter to the New York Times. Of
course the phrase *““not at prosent” m-
pliea that some time In the future free
silyer may ngain become n vital lssue,
When? Mr. Bryan told-Mr. Frewen
the precise moment. It will be when a
tyrunnlcal government under the dom-
Ination of the insatiable goldbugs melts
up the silver dollars now in clrculation
and demonetizes them.

if this 1= the only contingency which
can resuscitnte the free-silver Issue,
My, Bryan's “not at present™ mhuy ba
yndersood to mean “never"; for cer-
tainiy he la the only person, living or
dend, who ever dreamed of melting up
the sllver coln now In uee. Dollars
and smpller pleces are essential to do-
mestie commeree, and siiver Is the only
metal avallable for supplying hem.
Gold s ton dear for such a use; paper
s not convenlent. The fractiona! pa-
per currency which many ¢an remem-
ber during the later years of the Re-
belllon wuas satinfactory to nobody.
The Coest wur never afMicted with It
but the Mlddle West and the Easi
wers, and gladly did they cast It aside
for sllver ¢olns when these weps re-
wtored to clreulation. Even the §1 and
$2 Treasury uotes are not extremely
popular, People In general prafer
colne, though for some purpopés the
paper dollars are in demand. They
are convenlent to send by mall In place
of the poatal currency which Congress
stlll dénies to the people at the in-
stance of the expreis companies,

Our sllver coins are not likely ever to
b replaced by gold. Whether silver,
paper or something elso s used to re-
plenish the supply as It wears out |8
not of any importange, The main thing
Is to keep small money in clrculation
and to maks It as sllwble as possaible
for popular vae. It 18 & credlt currancy
and from its nature must be so, aince
the values in question are too minute
to be expressed by gold tokena, The
manifest sbsurdity of the retirement of
the sllver dollars tempts one to be-
lleve that Mr. Bryan could not have
beon entirely frank with hils bimetalllc
friend Frewen, he must have made
mental reservatlon of some other con-
tingency which would. revive the ghost
of free silver. What could it have
been? The Commoner, Mr, Bryan's
newspaper, throws some light on the
guestion. The Commoner is in & pas-
sion becnuse the Government does not
coln the selgniorage, or gnin aceruing
to the Trea=ury when bulllon Iz made
into money. This B8 a considerable
sum, thken one year after another, and
If coned would sensibly (ncreass the
amount of money In clreulation: but
what would be the use? The present
nead of the country la not for system-
atic Inflatlon, but for a currency which
shall expand and contract automatic-
glly 1o meét the varyving necessitles of
commerce. Increased colnage of silver
would not help, but perhaps Mr. Bryen
had this In mind.

The annunl Inerease In the world's
supply of gold, which In 18283 nobody
foresaw, has, a=x AMr. Frewen says,
takan the question of free silver out of
pollitlies for all time, or at least until
the mines of Alaska and the Transvaul
fall, In peferring to the question as he
did, Mr. Bryan made a8 move In the
political gume as bad as It was un-
necessary. The Natlon was at that
tine ready to forget the old contro-
versy and give him an unprejudiced
hearing upon llving lmsues. Thess are
certainly Important and difMcult
enough to exercisa the best thought
even of the Bryanie lntellect, biut he
was not satisfied to let bygones be by-
gones, He could not live for the pres-
ent and future, but must reyert to the
past and try to revive the specter pf
the dogmu which had twive been the
ruin of his party. It would be well for
Mr. Bryan and hils adherenta If he
could follow the benevolent advice of
the Bpringfield Republican and organ-
Ise an aggrassive campalgn this Fall
on pertinent lsaves.

Froe sliver sieops with the snows of
yesteryear, and If Mr, Brynn were wise
he would not disturdb Its slumbers
How can he meet the Republicans this
Fall with thelr feaus of “the Presldent
and his achievements”? Cértainly not
by invoking the sheeted corpse of free
siivar to sgueak and gibhber through
the campalgn. Tha Springfield Repub-
licnn suggesis that he can easlly neu-
tralize the Républican eclaim to the
glory of the rata blll, the pure-food
law, and so. forth. He can say with
truth that the Democrats supported the
President in his demand for thess laws
quite as loyally as the Republicans, it
not more so. Cerininly what opposi-
tlon thera was came from the Repub-
Hean side. These measures, therefore,
the Springfleld paper argues, belong to
the Democrals as much as to the Re-
publicans, and Mr. Bryan In his

[ speeches this Fall should clslm the
proper share of credit for his party.
With this to checkmate the Repub-
licans and with an aggressive demand
for tariff revision, it I8 confidently be-
lieved by thelr New Eagland adviser
that the Democrats could meet thelr
opponents victorlously.

This i8 very doubtful. The Demo-
crats supporied the President because
his measures were manifestly right
and they did not dare to oppose him.
Without the suppurt of his own pasty
their hacking would not heve curried
through a singls bHl. On the other
hand, every blli that passed would
have been safe If every Democrat in
Congress had opposed it. Practically
they had no band In the legislation
and deserve no credit for it It may
bo feared, therafore, that this part of
the Springfleid Republlcan’s advice in
tutile. As for the tarilf, noboedy knows
what the effect of a vigorous demand
for revision would have upon the pop-
alar mind. The people may ba eager
for Immediate revision; they may be
content to walt until Mr. ‘Rogssveit
shall demand 1t, as he surcly will. The
only way to find out is to try it on and
goa what happens,

A CRUEL SLIGHT.

We condole with Mr, Varnum
has our heartfslt e&ympathy.
method of word butchery s systamatic,
thoroughgolng and complete. It spares
nothing.  Destruction goes before It
and ruin“dwells In its wake. As @&
scheme of spelling rteform mnothing
could sprpass it in hideousness and
confualon. And yet the Prepident has
coldlp poasssd by Mr. Varnum'e
mathod and adopted Professor Brander
Matthewsa'. Thus s modest merit over-
logked and the pretentious compromise
sncouraged. For, awful as the re-
formed. spelling iooks and puzzing as
3r. Roceevelt's letters will be to his
correspondents when Mr., Loeh has
etudied ontl the system and got It in
working order, nevertheless it 1s but a
compromiso with evil—a sort of agree-
ment with Saten and league with hell,
an it were.

With all Its valn pomp, the reform
only brings regeneration te o paltry
300 words, and those by no means the
worat ohes. The rest are Ieft to wal-
low in their sina. What word needs
reforming worse than ‘“‘siecve™? Who
avier spelled “sleve" right without look-
ing in the dlctionary? Yet “sleve” ea-
capes the muckrake, and so does “‘colo-
nel” which is a still moré horrible ex-
ampie. One would hive thought that
Mr. Roosevell, when he began to ve-
form, would st leasi have taken up the
cases of “gnomon” and 'bdellinum,' to
say nothing of “myrrh,' but he 4id not.
He left them just as they were. We
suspect the Influence of Standard O
in this matter. We peant the fine L[ial-
lan hand of Mr. Aldrich. When all
comes to be known it will be found
that Elkine s not without & share In
the fniquity. The reform s a fuke &
mere oplate to [ull the people to re-
pose while they sre exploited by the
dictlonary makers and plund_erud by
the spelling-book trust.

Had Mr. Varnum been oongulied, we
should have had some resulits worth
while, “Edagene,” for example, would
have snilled forth presned and plumed
a8 “Yewdjelgn.” “Msalheur” wonld
bhave become “"Gmaglhewyrrh,” While
“Rickreall” would have appeared
transformod and glorifled as “Yrrh-
reighykgrreeawgl.'” This I8 reform that
means somathing, Thia goes (o the
root of the matter. Of course Mr.
Roosevelt 18 & fres man, even If he s
Presldent, and he has the right to spell
as he chooses; but when he under-
tnkes to reform It Is a pity that he
stops on the thresheld. To the real
beautles of phonetle apelling 1t is Lo
be feared that he [» ns blind as ever.
We shall never cease to lament that he
did not call in Mr, Varnum Instead of
Brander Matthews,

He

THE NEW PORTLAND BPIHIT.

In another column The Oregonian
prints a communication from Eureks,
Cal,, calllng attsntion to the seeming
Indifference of our people regarding
trude expansion north and south of us,
The Jetter contalns some |deas and
suggestions which could he acted on to
advantage;, but the arralgnment of
Portland businéea men for lack of en-
terprise s hardly warranted by the
facts, Infusion of new Dlood and up-
to-date energy has wrought & change
in Portland, and, while there yeti re-
malng & number of Immensely wealthy
people who, llke the raven, “still are
gitting,” and incldentally, Hke the
raven, stlll are “croaking,” the newer
element {8 more progresaive and publie-
spirited. It was this new blood that
concelved and pushed to its highly suc-
cessful terminntion the Lewls and
Clark HEHxposition,

This new Portland epirit is reflected
In gsach work as the bullding of a $450,-
000 home for the Portland Commercial
Club, and {n the remarkable campalgn
of publicity which {8 being carried on
for the Bensfit not only of Portland,
but of the entire Notthwest. The new-
comeér who arrives at Portland with a
viaw to investment in someé enterprise
calculated to Increase not alene the
profita of the neweomer himself, bot
uiso to ndd to the prestige of the plty,
can still meet with that old-ttme chilly
reception accompanied by the Informa-
tion that the fleld s well filled and
thers 1® no room for any others. For-
tunately for Portlund, the evil of thia
kind of talk ls offset by the more op-
timistic efforts of & jarge and growing
number of publie-spirited men who
have less money but Infinitely more en-
terprise than those who for =0 many
years have obstructed the growth of
the city,

The Oregonian understands that the
schooners now bullding on Coos Bay
are only partly owned by Mr. Inman,
the principal owners bel San Fran-
claco peaple who for m than forly
years have had thelr schooners bullt nt
the Coos Bay yards. Portland ship-
yarde and lron works have been busy
for months in constructing and repair-
ing nll kinds of marine craft, and, as
the demand for the |arger type of ves-
etis grows, there will naturally be
mores of them construcied here, The
steamer IKiiburn s too emall for the
Alaska trade, and It would be worse
than uselesa to attempt to break into
that field without first belng equipped
for the business with vessel ell
adaptad to the trade.

All of this, however, will come In
good time. Portland 15 growing more
rapidly than ever before In its history.
in every branch of Industry, in popu-
iation, buliding and manufacturing, of-
flcin]l statiatics record greater gains
than have ever been made before This
phenomenal growlh of business has
almost overtexed the facilities in sonie
lines of trade, and a little time is re-
quired to “catch up.” These congented
conditions will nol prevali for long,
however, and as rapldly as possible
Portland will swing Into ‘positlon for
handling all busineas to which its com-

His .

manding position &nd growing enter-
prise entitle . = This means not only
a blg Increase In the coastwise trade,
but a large where of the Alaska trade

as well.

STRICVKEN VALPARAISO,

The worst hius-at last besn learned
about the éarthquake that caused the
ruln of Valiparalso and other oltles and
towne of Chile & week ago. The condl-
tlons are similar to those that pre-
vailod In San Franciied Ilmmediutély
succeeding the great oalnmity of April
i8, with this tifference, that the jawiess
element in the South Amerlean ity
was more rothless In the pursult of
pelf than was the sume clement In San
Francisco., Acts of cruelty and even of
barbarity are reported, which would
caurs anybody but a South American
bandit of mongrel breed, or &8 Kurd, or
& Cossack of pure blood, to shudder
with borror. Asa L0 the rest, the scarc-
ity of food, the condition of the shelter-
lesa hundreds who are living out of
doore, afrald to enter such dwellings
as are left standing, the tremendous
loss of property and the general condl-
ticus that make miltary rule neces-
sATy—the cases are similar if not iden-
tieal. The loss of life in the South
American disaster far excesded that In
San Franolsco, and the snergy that set
to work In a short time to rébuild and
repalr will probably be found wanting
In Valparaiso.

Be this a3 It may the conditions pre-
valling tn the iatter clty may well en-
list the pity of the worlid. The needs
of these people may not be as great as
were thode of the people of 8an Fran-
oléco, for the simple reasen that thelr
wants, in ordinary times, are not as
numerous, But such noeds as are com-
mon to all humanity—saheiter, food and
clothing, sach In kind auited to a peo-
ple's accustomed mode of living, are
presging, and measureds have bheen
taken, in.an extent relatively lmited,
to supply them.

The kinship of humanity &s not as
sgtrong as that of dblood, of mace and of
neightorliness. Hence the people of
the United States wili not respond,. and
cannot be expected 10 respond, &s mu-
nificently to the ory of unhoused
wrotchedness In Valparaiss as they did
to a simllar cry from San Franclsen.
But the gift hand of the Ameyplcan
people is never emply when human
destitution, brought on by sudden, un-
preventable disaster, makes appeal for
ald, Overflowlng with the bounty of
plty and good will, it was but now €x-
tondad across the North American con-
tinent and down the Pacific Coast to
the Golden Gats. I has aiready besn
extended to Valiparaiso, earrying such
relief ns has been asked and the de-
mand for which Is the most pressing.
Taking the matter In hand, the gov-
ernment of Chlle has Instituted such
measures for rellef and protection and
for the punkshment of human vullures
that prey upon the very vitals of mis-
fortuna as were found effective In San
Francisco., These things a people must
do for themselves if they are done. It
Is only by means of money and slores
that ‘ald from abroad can geach =
stricken people

—————epee—

THE ANNUAL DIVIDEND.

An abundant harvest of grain, hops
and frodt ls assured In Lane Counts,
There will be work, and a demiand for
the labor of every ablebodled man,
woman and child in the county, at good
wages, Tor the remainder of the Sen-
son. Thus eaya & news dispatch from
Eaugene, and its statement ia trus of
the entire country. 1In this lles o gunr-
antee of the great dividend between
investment and lwbor, of which tha
latter will récelve its full quota.

Upon this dividend and its distridbu-
tlon depend pretiy much every element
that goes to make up what s ecallad
proeperity. Upon thils basls farmers,
merchants, Goarding-house keopors—
the entire (ndusirial and trade army,
in fact—ls bullding expectations of the
most prosperous Fall and Winter of
recant years. MBls sud rallronds will
be kept running upon this dividend
throughout the year. Stores will be
kept open and business st every coun-
ter will bo briak becaose of it. Fed
upon It, schooclse-and colleges will thrive
and grow populouns.

These dividends comprise in aggre-
gale throughout the Natlon many bil-
lions, more or less, of clear assets, of
which no olasa, no industry, no cor-
poration has o monopoly, and from
which np ablebodled man & barred.
They swell the payrolls of the fac-
taries, the profits of the merchant, the
savinge bank account of the farmer,
the cash account of the grocer, the

public fund upon which business is
transacted, and Natlonal credit is es-
tabilshed, They will glisten In new

paint on the farmhouse, and make tidy
display In the fresh garments of school
children. These annual dlvidends of
ngricalture make generous showing all
along the line of education, industry,
trade and business, The man who does
not share In theém |s the jounger of the
park, the idle camper by the roadside,
the thriftless vagrant of the willage.
But for Lthose who answer (o the honest
call with energy and purpose, the an-
nual dividend |s aure.

The forests of Oregon ars heavily
csealled—first by ®n enormous and
constantly inereasing market for Jum-
ber, and aguin by fres that are run-
ning riot In various sestlons. The lat-
ter la a devastating force, making no
returns for what s thken; the former
is equally devastating, vast areas of
t timber that represent the growth of
centuries, falllng before Iit. But it
makes returna in wages aggregoting
an enormous suam- yearly, to woodemen
and millworkers, makes the cuitivation
of denuded forest areas possilile, per-
mits enterpriging millowners to amass
large fortunes, and meeta a legitimata
demand of commeares, The fate of the
foresta under assault of these combined
furces s easy to foresee. It will take
years, a8 M did In Mualne, even at the
present pate of devaatation, to destroy
our forest growth, but, as was the cage
In Maine, and In many states of the
“Middie Weet and Northwest, the result
e -sure.  The use of our abounding for-
est wealth Is legitimate; It In only Its
waste that ls to be deplored, and, if
possible, ¢hacked,

It i= said that the Czar, In shesr
desperation, has asked the Emperor of
Germany and the King of Englund to
advise him what to do. In pursgsnca
of this reguest Willlam will meat his
Uncle Edward In n few days at Fried-
richshof, where the two will take the
troubles of Hussin under advisement
The two monarche, belag of entirely
different mind on the matiere st lssne,
are not likely to joln In advising the
Cuar to hold on or to let go. The King
of England, a constitutionsl ruler, who
finds peace und mufety in deferring to
Parllament, can hardly be expected to
approve the polley of repression upon
which the Russinn government ia de-
termined; nor can the Emperor of Ger-

many, who f» a born tyrant and an
aggressive one at that, be expected 1o
caunse! Nicholas to moderstion. What
Russln neede le a ruler with a keen

pmat%im of justice, wise political
foresight and mlr determination.

Lacking this, the advice of other rul-
ers is not lNksly to be of profil

In 1880 Conkling of New York, Cam-
eron of Penpsylvania and Logan of I1-
Moole undertook to smnash the prece-
dent set by Washington that two terms
of the Presidency were encugh, This
powerful trio of Senators insisted that
Grant should be a candidate onee more,
and they secured 106 s20lid votes itn the
Nationni Republican Convention of
that year, When the time arrived for
presenting names, Conkling electrified
the Immenss crowd with this “exor-
dium'":

If youssilk me whers he comes from
My one reply will be,

Ha Halln from Appomaitox
And the famoas appie tree,

Judge George H. Willlams was &
member of that convention, and tells
of 11 In The Bunduy Oregonisn Lomor-
row.

Dr. Alexander Grakam Bell, in a re-
cent special censve report on the biind
and deaf of this country, has furnished
facts that should give panes 1o cousins
german, or first cousins, who deslre to
Intermarey with each other., He shows
that sbout 6 par cent of the cvases of
blindness In the country are chlldren of
first cousing, and that the same s prac-
tically true of persons who were born
deaf. Of the blind whose parents were
thus neurly reiated, about one in four
had been dborn blind, while among the
blind whose parents were not cousins
the proportion of the congonitaliy biind
was somewhat lesa than one In fiftéen.
The soclal and economie lesson con-
veyed by these statistios = one that in-
telligence phould never lgnore al the
behest of pnssion.

The Czar of Ruesla has placed upon
the danger line botween himeelf and
his oppressed subjects another ploked
regiment of Cossacke. Ignoring the
cause, he s=¢ks to ward off the effect.
It 18 one thing to cover an ulcer, quite
another to drain it of lta virus and give
the wound a chance to heal, This 4if-
ference Nicholns hans Dot yet recog-
nizged in the treatment of the vital mal-
ndy that {a esting out the heart of hia
empire. The-double guard of saldlers
mnry protect him, for a time at lemst,
from & violent desth, but the ditter-
noss in which plots for his death are
brewing will not be asspagoed thereby.

Chauncey M. Depew, the aged jun-
lor Benator from the great State of
New York hae boon henrd from after
months of Ellenpe. Not aa a politiclarn,
howevey, not ag a rallroad magnate,
not ae & financler, nor yot In his time-
honored role as an after-dinner apenk-
er, The once Ay but now somber old
man exceeded the anutomobile speed
Iimit & few days ago In & suburd of
New York, find, with hls maochlne and
chnufMeur, was taken to a rural pollce
station and held until bafl could be
procurad, The Incldant merely served
to recall & aame that had been long
forgotien and pracileally out of print.

It Cuba cannot, after several years)
experience and much friendly ald, gov-
ern heraelf without outside Intervan.-
tion, the quicker her people vote for
annexation that will entitle them o

yprotection, without the asking, of the

Stars and Stripes, the better, A tur-
bulent folk, always getting fnto trouble
with eac¢h other and corying out for
“help,”” Is not onpable of self-govern-
ment. The Fllipinos are of this class,
though they protzst the faoct, and it
iooks ns though the Cubans, with all
of thoir comching, had not yet gradu-
uted from it

A Ealt Lake newspaper prints a pa-
thetlc wall over the woes of dishwaah-
ing, which, It says, are sternal and
frremediable. That dishwashing v a
dlsagreeable buainess may be conced-
ed, but It admite of amelloration.
Were man lord of the kitchen, he
would have Invented a dishwashing
muchine ages ago which would cleanss
the poia and platters, while he =it In
the salon playing pedro. Why has not
woman [nvented such a contrivance?
Why did she go without a sewing ma-
chine untll man made one for her?

Colone! Gantenbeln wants it under-
stood that the best of fesling prevalls
batween the voluntesrs and the regu-
lars, after that iittle brush at Amer-
lean Lake. We sre sure of It. But'it
could have been lmproved If the regu-
lars had got away with the voluntesrs,
Perhaps.

Dr. W. Reed Blalr, of New York,
thinks monkeys could talk if they had
noses, Profeseor Garner, who has
again gone to Africa to learnm monkey
language, a8 likely to discover that
monkeys can talk, but, being wie, will
not, knowing man would put them to
worlk.

"Judge Bennett & a good [awyer, but
he siruck a hard proposition in defend-
ing men for land frauds He has lost
all his cases,” remarks the Albany
Demaoorat. Naturally, since he had
&galnst him the combination of Hepey
and the facts.

After hearing of the draadful de-
struction by earthquake of Robinson
Crusoe's Island, §t la some rellef to
learn from a current newspaper para-
graph that there Are 16,000 uninhadbited
wlands in the Indlan Ocean.

Mr. Cortelyou has glven o dollar to
thé Rapublican campatgn fand, and
"Gas" Addicks s reporied to have gent
in snother dollar, Yet ons more dollar
Is nesged. Who'll make himself fa-
mous by ssnding it \n?

The GQGeorgla . campalgn: heg safely
passed the hlp-pocket stage, and the
mint-julep eri will be insugurated
when the Democratic nominationa are
ratified peaceably In November.

The rallroads have talked It all over
snd they have decided to obey the law.
It I8 wiser, and safer, under this Ad-
minlstration. But there may be other
adminlstrations.

“Cap" Ormsby “hopes for” clemency
because of hiz part In the land-fraud
trianls, "but doesn't sxpect it." Hleased
are those who expect nothing, for they
shall get it

The Hood Rlver Growers are now
getting something llke 32 per box for
thelr output—a cauke for congratula-
tion, 1£ you are never apple-hungry.

Now the President hae tackled the
job of reforming the Engiish lon-
guage. And they say he's a man of
action, not of words.
- I _
)
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aten'mar sarvipe,

How Poriland Is Leoked Upon by Some
-

EUVREKA, Cal, Aug. 19.—(To the
Editor.)—i happened today to ba wheta
I could hear & conversation between
two prominent business men of Ea-
reka, Cal, converning the effort of
Poriland gltisens 10 get g steamer line
to Alaska, and {t may Interest you to
know the astimute Lhey have of efforts
in that direction. One of theso men,
I learned, is the locn] manager of a
Jarge lumbér compuny owning several
vessals of their own, and the othor
man was o banker of REureka., Tha
banker asked the lumberman If he
though! the effart would amount to
anything, and he very smphatically re-
plled “No.! He said:

“pPortland business men can talk
morae and 4o jeas than any set of men
an the Pacific Coast. 'They are not
lorynl to thelir town, Why. even thelr
own lumbermen go away from home to
got lumber schooners bulit R. D.
Inman s having one or two bullt on
Coos Bay right now, and he could just
ns well have hid them bullt In Port-
land. Jt should be an easy matter to
get §3360,000 subseribed 1o o stock com-
pany in Portlapd; and get Joseph Sup-
ple o bulld them two steasmers aboul
the =lze of the F. A. Kilburn. This
could be dong during the coming Win-
ter And thé bouts be ready for business
af. soofn as navigation opénm In  the
8pring. Then glve every bhusiness-
house that will subsoribe §6500 =tock
one free round trip {or thelr beat trav-
ellng man, proviged they send him
after business; and [n s year's time
they would have ths boats paying ex-
panses and, after that, 1t wouid be
clear snlling. Durlng the Winter they
could be used (n the Const trade bhé-
tweon Portland and ‘'Frisco, and thus
be kept busy the entire time”™

This I8 the substance of the conver-
satlon and unfolds a plan that might
be mpde tg work. These Const tawns
lilke to trads |n Portland and the ad-
vent of m railrogd In hers from the
narth by way of Coos Bay Ia nou going
to lesnan the wuter traffic at all, but
will rather Inerease It, ne there will be
8 lurge addition to the populntion
along tha Const In Lhe next few yYeurs
Double the business could be done
with this territory now {f the mer-
chants could be agsured of regular

BEUGENE WILLIS

PLAIN, OLD TWO-LEGGED HEN,
Saw Her Duty nud Stayed With It
Coryallis Times.

Bhe was Just a plain, stralghtforwurd
ojd se\!ting hen, It I8 not even neces-
sary to record whether she wos & Ply-
month Rock or o common biarnyard
speotmon, for It & & cass whore bhlood
cdtyg no flgure, Hor escufcheon is one
that & mere matter of blood can neither

add to nor detract fram,

She mat calmly on Nler nest the after-
noon of the fatal duy whon the forest
fires In' the Cancades swept the villuge
of Berry, laying half its housas low,
dastroying it schoal  bullding and
burning up every horss in the town.
The smoke hung thlok, the ashes fell
in torrénts and the roar and cradkle of
the wind-swept flamen was awfol
Bvery living toing in Berry was on the
move but the setting hen. Chlldren
End women weara fleeing with what
effects they eould carry to Detrolt and
the man were running here and thera
In the affort to save thelr homes As
though carveqd from colored stome and
placed on a foundation of adamant, the
old hen was motionleas and Oxed Liks
the boy who stood on the burning
deck “whence all but nim had fled”
£he stuck toe her post. Tha flames crept
up eclose and even lcked the moss
that fringed her nest. They scorched
Away a portion of the long féeathers of
her tall and ate out & bit of her comb,
but benenth her wuarm hody wore her
precious degs, and she never flinehed.
“Yew bet yer Iife she stayed with (t,”
afimiringly psseverated the 1l-yemr-old
lad from Bérry, whn related the fnol-
dent, “an’ she won our”

And so she did. After the fire &nd In
the midst of the wuste qf ashes and
Fulns they found her, scarred and
seathed, but still sitting heroloally on
her nest, the eggn In which In Jue tima
will bs hatched and the mother heart
be rewardad for the ordoal through
which sbe passed with the “cluck,
¢luak™ that she will shirrup to a brood
of littls Tienlats, by and by, A Carne-
gle hero medal ought to be sent her.

Feorty Elght Grandmas nt a Party.
Bt. Puul Plonser Press

A remarkable funotion waa the "'grand-
ma duy'’ glven at the home of Mra. B C.
Erickson, Elk Polnt, 8§ D, Thera were
presant 48 gErandmothers, six of whom
were great grandmothers, They were on-
tertained by miisle and reading applicabla
to the occasion, bul that which cteated
the most amusement was the quilt-
knotting contest, In which each ona
of the guests hai te e 1 many konois
an she had grasd:h™“iesn and mreat-
grandchildren, Mra. Joan RBR. Weod
was awarded the prizs, she havieg i3
grandechlidren and 20 great-grand-
childron. Mre. PHoebe Hayes xot tha
prize for belng the oldest grandmd
present, her pge helng 86 years.

Girowtlh of the Britlah ParHament.
Nineteanth Century.

This tably shows the relative num-
bers composing the two chambers of
the British Parllament at varlous pe-
riods slnce the battle of Bosworth, in
1485, which Lord Sallsburs fixed as
“the endg of the first stage in the his-
tory of tha Houss of Lorde":

Com~ Com-
mone, Tonr. mane.
ST . caannia B8
545 1810 B8
1185 (13
400 1ERT 1L
SR0{ 1006 BTO
(28]

The peerages created during the lnst
six months ralse the total of the House
of Lords well over 00,

MR. BRYAN'S “AT PRESENT.®
With Mr, Fr ‘s Arg t for Sii-
s the ; York
Letter by Mr, Frewen to Naw
Times.

A fecently published Interview with Mr.
Bryan is 1 see, uttracting much atten-
tien. Mr. Bryan's statemenl rln.d: t:t:l;
sllver l& “at pressnt” not an lssue,
the two worde quoted have revived here
& natural amsiety. The posdticn of silver
in the Western purrencles has. In my
judgment, pasasd forever out of polluc_x.
and it i{s imporiant that Mr. Bryan's
attitude shonld not be misunderstood,
1 happened to woe the intérview bafore

| It was published. and I drew Mr. Bryan's

gttention to the two words now so much
in evidenes, Mr. Bryan replied that his
statoment was aufficlently eategorical be-
cuuss n proposal to melt up and demone-
tiza the silver dellars now In your cur-
rency might again revive the sliver quea-
tlon, The twp worde undsr review, It
wermed to me, might have baen safely
omitted; in 1886 8 of gold per caplta
stood sentinel pver pearly B of silver,
while todsy in your currancy more than
16 gold dollars secures the Fomwwnl-
billty of 8 silver doliars. Under these
conditiony thers was perhbaps no noed to
contempiate any freah anilstiver ‘legisla-
tlan, but 1 think #t importunt to point
ot what 14 weas that Mr., Bryan had in
hi=z mind.

While on ths subject of silver perlapn
you will permit me, ns one who heid
somewhat advanced views 10 years since,
to dafing my preecent position: It s with-
oul doubt the position of a majority of
studanty of eurrsncy conditlons the world
over., In 154 the great il of prices
throatened the world of trade with grave
disaster, and we had been nssured \by
Professor Suess and other geologleal ex-
perts that the progpect of any consider-
phle additions (o the world’s zold sup-
plies wne remote. So recently ax 1583
the vield of the mines was only 461458
ouncea, fve-sixths of which was ab-
sorbed Ny the arts and manufactures
while for the Ilast year tho yinld was
in excess aof 15,000,000 ounces, In your
couniry the effect of the new gold on
prices fa to some sxtent obseursd. Tarifls
possibly yalightly ralss your price level,
and 1 fhink, although this 3z not the
pomilar view, the operatiian of frusts has
the oftect of reducing prices; but in Eng-
land, where the trend of pricea s not
Interfered with by these artificiul condl-
tionn, the effect of the new gold on prices
is now vory marked Augustus Sauer-
beck, who sinee the death of Prafessor
Socthont. whrks out the “index number*
for prices, shows a genernl rvise of prices
iin other words, m deprecintion of gald)
sinee 1806 of more thun S5 pér cent. The
index numbér has risen from 61 in 1508
to 17 for last June; that js, the amount
of producs which in 180 would have put-
cohnsad A1 woverelgns today purchases 77
sovoroigne. It is qulte safe toaffirm that
tn the whola history of prices there has
never bhean so steady and so marked o
rise during a period of only 10 yénrs.
The lale Profesxsor Staniey Jevons, wril-
Ing of (he much less consideradla prica
Inflation which followed the great gold
dincovaries in California, =ald ("“Tnvenil.
sitions In Turreney and Finance,” p 101):
“*The country may be mald to be ealmiy
lnaking on while svery contract, includ-
ing that of the national debt, In belng
viodated agalnst the intentlon of the con-
|ru-‘Hgg parties."

The great riee of prices, a rise which
is lksly (o be much more prancunced
during the coming decads, will be the
more stariling becausa the Westarn cur-

rencion are now gold monometalle. Tha
condition 1z Intéreating., and It recalls
what Wolowak! sald In the ‘fts, that

illver—the legnl tender wilver maney of
Europs—*“wis the parachute which broks
the fall of gold' Tha Invasion of the
European currencies by the great mnmm
of gold from Callfornia and then from
Australin would 5 years sines have In-
Natedd Enropéan prices much more con-
glderably, only that subject to the then
bimetallle wyatem the new gold displaced
an squivalent mass of legal tender sllver
and  “dumped’ that silver on the eour-
rencles of Asla. The mechanloal action
of bimetallsm on the Buropean sxchangs
ralea at that time was very simple and
admirable: the California gold ralsed tha
price leval In Burape; attracted to these
higher prices the products of Asin poured
ints BEurope, thus giving Asin more
tavorable trade balances and suocking the
togal tender money of Europe into the
currencles af Asla, But todsy there is no
legal tender silver in Europe to be dls-
placed at “melting-pot” rates, and thus,
in Wolowskl's happy phass, thers Ik Do
parachuta to brenk tha fail of gold.

That the pratent position will prova
mxtigfaciory to ereditor Intsrests I do not
believe. The moverelgn, and doubtless the
dollhr, has lost one-quiarter of {ts pure
chasing power in 10 years; It Is ltkely
to lose a further 25 per cent In the next
10 yoars, Such changes do Indeed justily
Jevon's phrass that the worid is locking
salmly on at the violation of every con-
tract.

Wheeler County Benr Storr,
Fousll Journal

Ed Bloaser killed a big brown bear
nenr the head of Thirtymlile about
thres weeks ago. He was herding o
band of aheep for the Bulte Creek
Company, and his shetep had been
goatterad a number of tlmes by the
bear before Ed caught sight of him,
quletly standing in a glade, all unu-
ware of human prosence, EJd |s not
munth of a ahot and has been known
to mias a big plne tree At target proc-
tice, but hie shut both eayes and blazed
away at a distance of 80 yards and
plugged his bearahip through the neck.
The bear fell dead, but the aunter
wasn't usad to benra, allve or dead, and
was morely afrald that his quarry wans
playing ‘possum Just tp K&t a swipe
pt him; so0 he went off in poarch ef
help to hold an lnguest an the gamn
He soon found Walter F. Gevon, a
homestesder recéntly from Portiand,
and the two with trembling hands re-
moved the bearskin from the ORTCANS,
The beary was a big one, welghing prob-
ably 808 pounds, but-when Ed, In aftsr
yvears, telis the story to his grandchil-
dron, It'H be a grizsly, weight one ton.

SUGGESTION TO THE

WHY NOT TRY TME STIEET CORNER METHOD FOHR COLLECTING
FUNDS? .

PARTY MANAGERS

= B

From e Chk oo Judrual,

SOME FEATURES
OF THE SUNDAY
OREGONIAN

First and foremosi, all the world's
news hy Assocluted Press, special
corfespondents aid members of The
Oregonlan stall, making the fullest
and most complete recond of any
Paclic Const uewspapor.
THE FIRST MANSION
ERECTED IN OREGON.

Hullt BT yenry ago nenp Oregon
City by Thomus Livingnton
Holmaw, 1t wilil stands intact and
Is occupled by the only remaln-
Ing members of the fumily. It
has 20 roomd gnd was construct-
&d afier the manner of Southarn
mansions with = ballroom and
actommodation for a jarfe num-
ber of guests. In eurly days this
house was Oregon  Territory's
socin] center.! The drawling-room
gontiaing  probably the oldest
plano In the state. Thix home of
hospitality s well described with
pan and pleturss,

MAKING BAD BOYS GOOD
WITH THE SURGEON'S KNIFE.

Medicsl sclentisie Jdeclire that
eriminal temdeneien in youth are
often due to pressure on  the
braln, oceasionally causod by ac-
eldent Involving the skull In
Philadelphia the Soclely for the

Pravention of Cruelty to l_'P\‘ji-
dren hag inaugurated a work of
vASt  proportions, namely, o
iry 1o cure physical defecta (n
yYoungwters of oriminal Inaténots

One cass in reported where tre-
phining the skull shanged a
“Bad" boy's nuture,

IN A JAPANESE
MOUNTAIN MONASTERY.

Amotig the littla brown men
they have patrot =aints whom
the populace make journeys o
worship., Anna Laurs Miller
went to the shrine sought Ly
plons Orvientuls wnd writes ean-
tartainingiy of the wvisit
COURTING DEATH

FOR MERE PLEASURE.

An average of 200 ilves nro lost
every ¥year In the Alps and not
all are amateur mountaln olimb-
ers. Guldes frequently are vie-
time of fatnl accldents, Ma-
pamas af (he Paclfic Northwest

may felicitats themselves on the
safety of mountuineering her
compareqd with Switzer]
poerils wall set foarth by 4
respondent,

FAMOUS QUARREL BETWEEN
GARFIELD AND CONKLING.
Judge George H. Willlams tslls
about It, The reminiecenes tnkes
in the Republican Natlons) Con
ventlon of 1880, of which e was
A member, and redounts the of-

fort of & triumvirate of “stal-
wart” Sennlors tp fores the nom-
ination of Grant for 5 third
Fresidential torm Garfieid was
the convention's cholce and
Conkling supported hlm in the
camprlgn, bhut afler the slpction
the New York Sonatur wis

turned down cold.
ONE PERFECT OREGON
TROUT STREAM.

‘Nan,”" who I8 camping op the

banks of the Breitenbash, In the
Eastern part of Marion Copunty,
desoribes o mountain stream that
maels ovary mood Of man and
appoeals alrongly to natural
longingu.

HAUNTED HOUSE ON
HARNEY HILL

A landmark at Vaneouwver,
Wanh., erected by General Will-
lam 8 HarneyY, of Mexican War
fame. With this AdAwelling are
recalled muny Incidentn of early
plonear days,
THE CHUMP, THE DOG

AND THE WHITE TROUSERS.
Helng an aeccount of a trip to
Mount Scolt of o Summer éven-

ing on the traller. -1t & far from
serlous reading

ATHLETICS AS THE

RICH MAN'S SALVATION.
An article by Dexter Marshall
khowlng how the multimillion-
aires of the Hast are encourng-
Ing thalr sons to cultivate health
and develop strong bodien, with
partraits of young men who
have beoome prominent In sth-
Jeticn.

MR. DEVERY VISITS
A PARIS VAUDEVILLE.
Peroey Lindon-Howard
how this distingul=hed KNoew
Yorker saw the show, which was
not under the most favorabls
conditiona.

WATCHING FOR
THE EXPLOSION.

relates

Dr. George Cressy writes from
London concerning the walling
attitude of all Europe toward
tha impending rovaoiution in

Ftusain. JHe also tells how BEng-
Isnd persists In misunderstand-
ing the United Stnten

ALL THE NEWS OF
THE WORLD OF SPORTS
Many featuresr lend especial Inter-
ot to the sporting pages this
weelk, Latest particulars are given
In full ¢oncarning the Gans-Nealpon

fight which & now the centéer of
attentlon for the eéntire country,
as well as the Pac onst, whera
the battle s to ocour Hasaball,
rowing, tennis and other aports
ars kizo well handled. XNo other

paper in the Northwest is so thor-
otugh in this department as The
Oregonlan, Associnted Press dis-
patches are supplemented by spe-
ial dispatches and  jetters and
columns of jotal articles. A CTall-
fornia letter from Harry B, 8mith.

SOCIETY, MUSIC
AND THE DRAMA
In thess departments will ba found
a thorotgh resuma of the fAsids
they cover. Aa the time for the
opening of the theatrieal sesson
draws nearer, news of the stage
= of greater interest. and this Ia
covered fully. Bocinl happenings
are becoming more DUmMeErous as
the Summer days draw to 4 close

AT THE OREGON AND
WASHINGTON BEACHES
The Bummer resorts are still the
scene of great aotivity, Although
the crowds are diminishing some-
what, there are still large colonles
at all the outing places, and the
ciosing weelks are proving the best
of the sesson. A page devoted to
the Summer folk s well 1llus-
trated.

WITH THE BUILDERS
AND REALTY FIRMS

The regular wedakly bullding and
realty review glves the detalls of

mles which are belng made and
descriptions of the many new
tulldinge under construction. It is
Hlustrated with pletures of some

of the attructive new residances

ANNUAL REGATTA

AT ASTORIA

All lovers of sport are awalting
with interest the Astorin Regatia
which is to ogcur the last of the
present month, During s prog-
reas thore is continus) galety in
the City by the Ses. Tt in expecied
that ths meet this year will be
one of the most successful ever
hedd, ps wn excellent programme
of sporis has been prepared. Prac-
tically all of the fastest boutls
of the Northwest will be antered
i 1the wvarlous rmaces. An  Hlux-
truted article will be miven cover-

log this subject.



