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MISNAMED REFORM,

It interesta one to find Democratio
party authorities denouncing protective
ari and declaring that the only
chance of getting rid of the unjust dis-
¢riminations of the system is through
the action of the Demoveatio party. It
Inferests one, we siy, becuuse the
Diemocrntic party, through “its long his-
pary, has almost steadily adhered to
protective tariff, but for the most part

in-‘a way tbhat hap aggravalted ihe dis-
ceiminatory featurex of the system.
That s, Democratic tariffs have been

a hasig .of specin! priviloge more than
Republican ones. Bul the Albany (Ore-
},ﬂl‘j Democrat spys:

“The Republican party is wholly re-
eponalble for the &vils of the prohibitive
tariff, for that party has continually
elected io Congress the members who
have persistently prevented any reduc-
tiow of tariff rates, and no paper in the
State of Oregon hoas dong s0 much to
elect prohibitive tariff men to Congress
pa The Oregonlun. The people will not

allow Jt to shirk the responsibiiily it
thius nssumed.””
We are not going into any extended

examinntion of these stutements, for it
19 unnecessary. The Important fact is
that the Democratic porly has always
had ta own theory and practice of
protection, which have been more un-
fnir apd unjust. than the Republican
system. In olher words the legisiation
of the Demoocratic party has steadily
upheld particular iunterests at the ex-
pense of others, and to thls end has
framed the mosat unjust tariffs ever e£n.
acted. No principle whateyer has heen
followed in Democratic turlffs. It hie
been, always, &8 grab game for pro-
tecilen of speclal interests, and no
Democratio tarlff, therefore, has been
permitted to stand jong, The Repub-
Hean system and practice, with all thelr
pbuses. have always been falrer.

A conspicuous exapmple was the latest
tariff enncted by tha Democratic party,
known as the Wilson blil. That “‘tarjfr
of abaminations'—properly known as
such—overthrew the party that made
it In the very next electioms. Prosi-
dent Cleveland himself called It a tarift
of “perfidy and dishonor,” and it be-
came a law without his approval

1t was framed on the principle of
“kensping protection’ for yourself and
putting the other follow” on the free
liat." 1t increased the Inequalities of
the tariff more than any lnw ever en-
acted; S0 much so that the Dingley
Act which superseded it has, notwith.
standing all lts defects, heen regarded
by the country as fair by comparison,
and it has stood mainly upon the con-
trast with the Wilson bill

The Oregonian then must be excused
for its refusal tg accept Democratic
methods of tariff reform. There 12 no
principle, no Jdesl, in them. It Is &
grab game of the woret kind. Our own
istate suffered by It, for 1t uncovered
every Interest here that could recelve
protection, yot protected the sugar,
conl, ®ee]l and Gther * great trusts
throughout the country., Though tariff
raform I8 necessary, we think the ecoun-
Iy will pot want Demooriatic tariff
raform. Tarllf rutes, !n fact, should no
more: be a party question than rail-
mad rates

WILL THE CANAL PAY?

Senator Morgan, of Alabama,—though
he hus neyver favored the canal at
Panams, preferring Nicaragua—never-
theless snifriains no doubt that the
FPanama Canal wiH pay, after comple-
tlon, ¥He 8aid In the Senate the other
day: "Let us gel rid of the llea that
we are golng Lo give nway o great denl
of money in connection with the canal.
I beltave that If It were kR stock con-
cern the siock would be worth. $500 on
the 5100 within a few years after Ita
completion."

But this may bp too sanguine: for
the Senator based his opinion on the
fnct that shares in the Suez Canal
command & heavy premium in all the
matkets of Burope. It Is necessary to
admit, however, that the conditions at
Suek-are wary @different from thoss at
Panama.

For, It is necessary to bear in mind
that e cost of the sen level Suez
Cunal was only $100,000,000; the cost of
the Panama Lock Canal will not be
lesy than 3200000000, ae Is now gen-
erally admitted. The cost of operating
the Sues Canal Is trifling and the cost
of maiptenance Is not great: the cost
of operating the Panama Canal will
bhe an important item. while the cost
of maintanance In fhat region of tor-
rentls] rains cannot fall to be very

_ mreat apd It may easily exceed the

But the United States has the money

" or.can get it, and can bulld and operate

the Panama Canal. And yet, though
the business will be heavy, the cost
of construetion and maintenance will
| ‘be so great that it seems unlikely that
the stock will rise to A value approach-
ing that of the Suez Canal However,

L we are not bullding the canal for profit
on the stock, but to. create facilitles

'8t. Paul, leaves the Portland-San Fran-

| she was sunk, will

for commerce. The profits may at least
be expectsd to pay (nterest on. the
bonds guaranteed by the United States,

SAN FRANCISCO'S FUTURE,

It Is unfortunate that San wellcu
finds itself unable to embrace its op-
portunity to rebulld on the large new
plan proposed both for convendence and
beauty, just after the disaster. But i
is not surprising; indeed the calamity
iz #0 great that reconstruction om im=
proved iines could not have been rea-
sonably expected. The city is too poor
to mest the expense that would be in-
curred In making 8 new plat and lay-
ing out streels and squares anew.

To do this would require purchase
of a great deal of property and gen-
aral readjustment of values, More-
over, 8an Franaoisco finds It necessary.
to get Into business ap quickly as posr
sible, and therefore can't walt.

But some critica are censuring the
clty for nol embracing the opportunity.
Buch criticism Is inconsiderate and
harsh, It shéuld not be forgotten that
San Francisco's disaéler (s the gredtest
thaet has overtaken any clity of the
modern world. Thousande of its pop-
ulation are still without homes. Facill-
ties for doing business are to be cre-
ated, and in the olroumstances It Ia
Inevitable that reconstruction of the
clty should follow mmainly the old lines.

There will, indead, after the first year
of temporary bullding, be more enb-
stantial construction than that of the
ald clty; but there can be no general
remodeling of the city's former plan.
Besldes, it 1s the business of San Fran-
clseo, chlefly, not that of oulside
pritios, who seem to think thelr own
nenthetic. thstes ought fo have been
consulted for rebuilding the stricken

city. Ean Franclsco Is doing what it
can In the shortest way; for It has
nead,

AN INJUSTICE TO OREGON.

Senator Fultfh's protest against the
glght that has been offered Oregon In
distribution of the reclamation fund is
& point that shouid be well taken by
the people of Oregon. This state has
vast areas of marvelously rich land
which with the advantage of Irrigution
would add milllons of dollars annually
to the wealth of the siate. 1t also has
an asbundance of water runpning (o
waste through courses, which can be
utilized comparatively edsy in making
productive thousands of acres of land.
It was the great extent of tiese landa
and the plentiful supply of water avall-
able which gave Oregon such promi-
nence In the original plans for irriga-
tion work in the West, The possibilitics
for wonderful results, where rich =soll
and water ware hoth ahundant, wepe
s0 great that qulte naturally Oregon
was levied on heavily In the interest
of the general reclamntion fund.

This fund now amounts to many mil-
ltons, and while extensive Irrigation
projecis are under way In Colarado,
Arizonn, Idaho, Callfornla, Washington
nnd other Western states, all of which
have made smaller contributions to the
reclamation fund than have been made
by Osegon, this state has been praes
tieally ignored. The Klamath irriga-
tion project, which & the most im-
portant one yet undertaken in the
atate, as s well known in both states
and probably at Weshingtan, Is much
more of a Califormia project than of
Oregon, as the state lying to the south
of Oregon will yeap gredter bonefils
than any that will inure to this siate,

It I» In Central and Eastern Qregon
that the Government's neglect will be
felt the most serlously. When the rec-
lamation plans for the Government be-
gun o aesume definite shape and It
was clearly apparent that there would
be many milllona of doliars avallable
for carrying on the work, settlers hegan
moving Into the districts most likely
to be afected. For the reasons already
stated—rich land and an abundance of
wator—Oregon, of course, attracted
much attention and hundreds of esi-
tlerz poured into the dry reglons and

began preparations for making the
desert blossom ng soon as the lfe-
gliving water was avallable. They are

stiil  waiting, and uniess there I a
change In the policy of Secretary
Hitohcook, the work of development in
what will gome dny be the richest part
of tha stnte will be delnyed many vears,
There have been rumors that the work
has been relarded somewhat by the
numerous private frrigation projects
that have been staried In varlous parts
of the state, but as the largest of these
projecis s small in comparison with
those plannod by the Government, and
would not conflict in any way with the
latter, this could not be construed as
a renson for the long delay In granting
QOregon the aselstance to which this
siaty is entitled.

Land which has been hrought under
frrigation and cultivated to a high de-
gree Is selling today at Clarkston, Wen-
atohee and North Yakime at $1000 an
acre, and s ylelding fruit and other
products that justify the prices at
which it is selling. BEqually rich land,
well located for irrigation purposes, can
be secured (n Oregon In immensd arcas
at from $2.60 to §10 an acre and needs
only the applioation of water to bring
It into econdition where [t will produce
crops that will swell ita value to maxl-
mum figures, The Government owes it
to Oregon to make an equitable divisglon
of the funds, to which this state has
contributed so heavily. This ls a duty
which ghould be discharged for reasons
other than that the money rightfully
belongs to this stiule,

With the development of our lands
which are susceptible to frrigatlon will
come Increased popualation, better
transportation faciilities and greater
prosperity, all of which will cantribute
to the general good of the Govarnment,
as well as the people: When this de-
velopment comes, the large deficits,
now due to maintaining expensive
stage routes and remote postoMces In
the isolated regions of Central and
Eastern Oregon, will be eliminated. As
o plain business proposition, aside from
the maoral ohligation of the Governmant
in the matter, Oregon’s full share In
the reclamation fund should be spent
in this state at the earllest po#sible
momem. .

—_——
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Bun Francisco pdvices report the,
steamship Columbla s0 near a total
wreck, from Injuries received st the
time of the earthquake; that it will
probably be abandoned to the under-
writers. The losz of this vessel, fol-
lowling =o closely on the wreck "of the

cigco route unprovided with a modern
comfortable passenger steamer, and at
the best it would be more than a year
before new steamers could be bullt for
the route. In this city the ancfent
steamer G. W. Elder 15 to be rabullt
and pisced in service agalh. The ves-
sel ix about thirty years old, and even
it restored to the class she held |
‘be too

slow to be popular with the traveling
nuhlb or profitable to her owners.

The fact, however, that large sums
of money are spent in repairing oid
Mh. wwhich have practically outlived

usefulness, reveals a handicap
which American shipowners suffer in
compafison with those of forelgn coun-
tries. In Liverpoo! and London the
world's greatest markets for shipping
property, there are large fleets of fine
modern bullt steamers for sale, Steam-
ers of from flve to ten years ol age,
In first-class condition, cam be pur-
chased at a much lower figure per
register ton than the rejuvenated Elder,
and Columbin shall have cost, by the
time they sre agaln ready for service.
With shipping property sg plentiful and
cheap, ancient hulks like those which
have cumbered the Portland-S8an Fran-
¢lsoo route are sent to the scrap pile,
where they are broken up and sold for
what they are worth. In emergencies
like the present, when there are no
firet-class passenger stpumers on the
route. it would be a great boon to
American shipowners to go Into this
world's market and pick up a few of
thess cheap ships, which would be so
far ahead of the age-worn hulks, that
it is proposed to repalr, that they would
seem almost llke new ships.

But owing to our venérable naviga-
tion lawa, which are more antique and
out of date than the steamers which
inhoriously cover the Pacific Coast
routes, it I8 {mpoesible for our ship-
ownera to purchase modern economical
carriers, which ocould be brought out
hers and placed in service long before
sither the Hlider or the Columbian will
he repalred. This embargo which we
place on our own eoitizens Is the rank-
est kind of injustice. It forces the men
engaged in the carrylng trade to handie
their business with more cxponsl\'o but
inferior vessels.

Portland would have had a athnm-
ship line in operation to Alaska long
Bgo If. Amerioan capitalist® were per-
mitted to buy vessel®s where they were
cheap and plentiful, instead of confin-
fng them to the American market,
where they are scarce and high. Some
day we shall get over Lhis system of
keeping our people at a8 continued dis-
advantage, by making them work with
ancient, clumsy tools while our neigh-
bors have the economic advantage of
the best that the world produces, and
at muoch lower rates than we pay for
the antigues which we uso.

LETTER-WRITING AS LITERATURE.

The art of “‘writing letters that can
pasa Into ternturs Is rarp, in English.
We haven't many good lettera In Eng-
fish, though almost every author has
essayed it. Perhape our best letter-
writers are Cowper, Burns and Byron.
| The letters of Thackeray are not much,
nor areé those of Macaulay or Matthew
Arnold,

Andrew Lang 4n the Critic speaks of
letter-writing as & lo#t arl, describes
Stevenson as the last of the letter writ-
grs, and wscribes to the telephone the
final dissppearanees of the art whose
degcay has been going on for many

years, “Let us rejolce that the thing
wis not discovered sooner,” sald Mr.
Lang, the thing being, of course, the
telephone, *If Forace Walpole could
have chatted with Horace Mann in
Florence by telephone, or Mme. De
Sevigne with her d&mughter, or Thack-

eray with Mrs, Brookfield, or Mr. Stev-
enson from Samoa with Mr. Gosse and
others, our literature would he the
paorer, It is true that we shbuld also
be spared the painfully dull correspond-
ence which pads out volumes of "Life
and Letters,” but, after all, wé need not
read these unless we are consclentlous
reviewers, which is far from probable'
Literary men at least no longer write
lettere, sccording to Mr, Lang: “if they
have a good ldea they keep it and make

tapy of "
This Is Interesting: but it doesn't
meet the case as to letter-writing In

English. Truth is thait writers in Eng-
iiah never had the knack and supreme
art of letter-writing. The French have
had it, for centuries. Best letter-writ-
Ing s French, 1t ls a form of literature
thit sulls the versatility of the French
mipd, French letter-writing therefore
beurs the palm.

CRUEL DESTOTISM IN RUSSIA,

For over o quarter of a century Rus-
sla, In nddition to its many other yvirtues,
hns been & scene of repented massa-
eres, rape, rlot and murder, These four
crimes were not confined to any par-
tionlar distriot or against any single
subdivision of Russia's people, but were
with equal regularity carried on agalnst
Armentan and Jew, Mussulman and
dissenter, Finn and Peole, Tartar and
Chinese,

Those who know FRussia bes{ per-
slatently maintain that these conatant
atrocitiea were Instigated snd dellber-
ately encouraged by the bureaucratic
brigands of that unbappy land. The
waorld, however, was not ready to be-
Heve It posaible that such staggering
carnlvals of riot and murder should
have thelr actual source in the organ-
ined government of a great empire. In
this bellef the world was greatly in-
fAuenced by Russia's official and semi-
officlal’ declarations, charging these
bloody incidents to those who were BO
constantly despoilled and victimized.

The last tragedy at Blalystock, how-
ever, has completely unmasked the foul
deeds of the Inner workings of Russia's
bureaucracy. This, Indeed, was made
possible by that remarkable body of
men who constitute Russia’s first regu-
Inr Parllament, or Douma. Knowlng
full well the meaning of truth and
veracity to the imperisl sources of in-
formation, the - Douma at once dis-
patched a committes of investigation to
the scene of the massacre, the City of
Blalystock. Contrary to past usages in
that land, where the simplest report of
a most simple Incldent required vears
of “eofMolal investigation,” the Douma
commnittes within almost twenty-four
houre after its arrival was ready to an-
nounce to the world that ne such thing
as the throwing of a bomb by a Jewish
annrchist among a Corpus Christi pro-
cesslon ever took place In that eity,
but that the whole bioody affair should
be charged to the officials of His Im-
perial Majesty’'s government.

Reallzing that the Parliamentary in-
vestigating commitise could not possi-
biy be silenced, Count Witte, Russla's
merobatic diplomat, now eojourning In
France—for his health, ;we are told—
took upon himself to explain away the
situation. According to him the re-
forms which are to heal Russla’s
‘wounds and enable that country to en-
ter upon a period of economic. moral
and intellectual restirrection are actual-
1y delayed by the Douma: the Bialy-
stock massacre Is due to the Jews, who
are the head of the revolution, and
the “black hundreds” are nuuin's con-
wervative and patriotic elemen

Thls.o!mbmﬂlottha dip-
M wisdom

mwmmmm
hndwhmthartﬂauafwhﬂhn

. preached

of the empire and the altars
: Orthodox Church, and
where justice and peligion are deemed
1o consist In acts of persccution and
torture, riot and murder. Such are the
allled powers of the hisrarehy and
monarchy in the Empire of the Czar.

Callfornla bank deposits amount to
#540,000,000 and the banks in which they
are held are credited with assets of
$603.000,000. The loss suffered by San
Franciseo, by the earthquake and fire,
was unequalled by any simliar catas-
trophe In the history of the world, but
despite Its magnitude, some of ite ap-
paliing force Is lost In Lthe contempla-
tlon of the financial showing made by
Lthe entire state. There in great promise
of jJarge crops of grain and fruits, the
mines and oil wells are turning out
new wealth more rapldly than ever be-
fore, and If the Insurance companies
would pay up their losses and the strik-
ing saillors return to work at the high-
est wages ever pald for similar employ-
ment, the Bay City would blogsom Into
its old-time splendor at a rate that
would astonish the world.

“Against Prohibllion" were the words
written on one of the ballots cast In
Sellwood precinet for Tom Word., Tha
voter was apparently fearful that the
presumable nconsistency of a vote for
Word and “wet” would not be suf-
ficlently guarded by Jhe mere cross be-
fore the two lines, so he added the two
words as & precaution against 1ts being
counted “dry."" The vote was rejected
at the recount, but the Incldent serves
to. corroborate Mr, Stevens' statement
mede the day after election that had
the voting in that precinet been con-
fined to the registratinn, he wonld have
hud more tham 76 majority instead of
but 18. What I known &s "the lquor
vole" moves In a myeterious way its
wonders to perform.

The tone of the gas company's attor-
neys has been a tone of surprise and
grief that The Oregonlan should have
questioned the proceedings of the gas
company, and ralled on the Lord's
anointed. But it's an old stery that
good poople have to beay the whips
and scorns of the time, and that patient
merit has to take quipe and gibes from
the rahble that refuse to appreciate It,
Nevertheless, the price of gns has been
reduced and the quality much fm-
proved. So the public has some recom-
pense for the sacrilege committed in its
name,

George Frad Willlams, the plctur-
esque Soclalist stplesman of Massn-
chusetts, who was enthusiasticaliy for
Bryan formerly, now saye Bryan won't
do, because ho is shading off too much
townrds conservailsm. *“The men who
now eontrol the Damocratie organiza-
tlon In Masmachusetts and in the Na-
tlon ean pever travel with Mr. Bryan
In his present coupse,’ saye the vighant
George Fred. He can only see in the

Bryan movement &n attempt on the
part aof the *“‘tories” te head off a
gtronger radlical, Willam Randolph
Hearst,

Fosalhly there 8 something in this
forecast and ariticlsm. In looking
about for a Democratic Presidential

poasibility, the Richmond News Leader
{Bemocratic) Ands that “Mr. Bryan wiil
not do. He s stile, He has showed
his impreasive face until it has ceased
to be impresglve and has talked his
enrnast talks untll nobwdy takes them
gerinusaly. He has been contradieted
Aatly by events, and agnlnst events
and facts np MAN MAy aArgues soccoess-
fully, however eloguent or plavsible hé
may be"

Everybody has read of Andrew Poe's
battle with Big Foor, in the early
settlement of Ohlo, A great-grandsan of
Poe, now living In Kansas, has) the
Mentical tomahawk used by Big Foot
in that encounter. Poe was ane of the
most powerful men of his time, and
for strength and agility the Indian was
nearly his match, The encounter was
one of the most strenuous in the his-
tory of border warfare. But Poe got
his Indian, He fought two Indeed at
the same time, and both were Killed,

“The Helpful Hen™ |® the subject of
an interesting easay by one of our
country newspapers. It is an excellent
subject. Promote the hen and she will
help you. Bhe never gocs on a strike;
she doesn't begrudge the time ehe sits
on her eggs. Intensify the hen and
keep watoh over her brood. They will
put your boys through college, keep
your girls in finery and pay your debts.
Nothing more helpful than the Helpful
Hen.

But Senator Elkins, who has Immense
wealth, got from nppropriation of the
bounties of nature and the activities
of modern society, will be in no hurry
ta relleve himeslf of the burdens af
wealth, Not he, He will advise those
who have been more copsclentious and
less fortunate to whistlie, and to keep
on whistling.

HSenator Gearin goes to Burope for
an automobile tour, Meanwhie Ore-
gon I8 deprived of the Senator's pres-
ence at the Natfonal Capital and his
patriot adherents at home bear the
heat and burden of the day on foot.

There ig loformatipn that work on
the railroad projected from Drain to
Coos Bay will begin very soon, cer-
tainly within & few days, It will be
an event for Bouthwestern Oregon, and
indeed for all Qregan.

“From what cause i8 it.," asks The
Dalles Chronicle, “that Puget Bound is
a better market than Partland?' No
cause, because It |sn‘'t. The answer s

a simple one: *“The boy led.™

Some of the numerous persona who
thought they knew how to act in a
theater fire found out differently lno the
theater scare of Iast Saturday.

i ——————————————

In the fight for control of the Oregon
Legislature, the office of boatpuller at
Astoria has been only femporarily for-
gotten,

ﬂ

Same old fAght for President and
Speaker in the Oregon Legislature. But
give Brother U'Ren time.

A philasopher cbserves that the larg-
est strewberry Is the one that always
finds room at the top.

The tale of Creffield's rise from the

grave will probably not be credited In

these dlwa of scepticism.
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Hl Evi} There MM Witk Proki-
bition Henwlii In

If there s otie motto on which the peo-
ple of the United States may plume them-
salves ‘at the of Greant Britain,
says an English paper, it Is in reference
to the oplum traffie. The American Gov-
ernment hus prohibit® the use of the
drug In the Philippine Islpnds after 1008,
but the British Governmen! continues to
manufacture large guantities for con-
sumption in China. Therefore American
news usem:!a- are entitled virtuously to
exult*and vtgorowy o denounce the
“‘helllsh troffic.”” Singe the question has
been discused in thé British Parlinment,
it has Teen asserted that the Hritish puh.
lic is aroused, and has determined to re-
move the oplum yoke from the helpiess
Chinese. Ewven o Canada stirring edi-
torin] sermons have besn preached from
the same text. The wonder {8 that no
one in the Canudian Parliament has arisen
to demand that our Government join In
the chorus of condemnation. Before one
permits himself to rage on the subject
he should consider the facts of the cage.

Golng back as far as 1792, we find that
the production of oplum o Indin was in
the hands of the Government, -the ldea
being that this was the best way in which
10 regulate the traffic. As the natives of
Indin were not permitied to use the drug,
it was exporied, chiefly to China. Be-
tween 1816 and 1836, through the connlv-
ance of Chinese officials, the importition
of the stuff doubled, desplte edicts de-
signed to suppress it. In 1538 the Chinese
golged and destroyed a large quantity of
smugglel oplum In the possession of for-
elgners in Canton. War with England an-
sued, China wae defeated, wns ohliged to
pay a heavy Indemnity, to open fer chiof
porte for forelgn trade, to cede Hong
Heong to Britaln, snd te withdraw her em-
bargo on Indlan opium,

No one will deny that Britain had no
moral right te force oplum on Chinn.
Thus stated, the gquestion was never des
bated; for not only the question of aplum
importation. but that of forelgn trade
generaily was invoived in the war. Ones
and for all, China was opened Lo the
world, and it |s this point that must be
borne in mind when the Chiness war is
under discussion. Ever pince the Treaty
nf Tien-Tsin, arranged in 18558 China has
been obliged to admit oplum from Indin,
subject o a small duty., One of the re-
sults olaimed by the opponents of the
traffie s the mental, moral and phywsi-
cal deterioration of whole provinces of
Chinese. No ons ir able tn deny that
opium has an absolutely destructive ef-
fect on its users,

The question is not “Was Britain justi-
fied In forcing oplum on China In 186K?Y
but, “What » Britain's responsibllity for
the destruction golng ou to-dny 7" A good
mnswer {2 found In a short letter to the
Laimdon Times of June 1. The corres-
pondent relates a2 conversation he had
with L!I Hurg Chang, when he was vice-
roy of Chi-ll. His excellency bitteriy de-
nognced the British Government in fore-
ing the drug on China. The writer sald
that he woas surprised to hear him raipo
that quostion, as he bad been recertly
travellng through one of the chief oplum
digtrict= in Ching, and had been told that
most of the ecrop belonged to LI Hung
Chang himself! Tt is well known that
the great bulk of the drug used in China

is» grown In China.. Mr Moriey smid in
the House of Commans the other day
that the Indian oplom traffic was only

important when the Chinese crop falled
There can be pot the slightest doubt
that If once oplum was a moral problem
in China, It I now ga purely commercial
as the importation of tea. China wanis x
protective tariff.

It is plain then that whatsver the Brit-
Inh Government Ix doing to riln the Chin-
ese with the oplum traffic, Chins hersslf
Is dolng mere. To denpunce Britaln for
the Government control of the traffle Is
absurd. Only by contral and pegulation
couwld the purlty of the progduct be ns-
sured and the natlves of Indis be kept
from using It. The Government limits the
area to be planted dn poppy. collectz the
flower from the growsr and preparss It
Then it is soid, at suction, for expori to
Chinae and other countries, From the
prices realized the Government subtrocts
A substantial commission, and the re-
malnder of the money Is handed aver to
the licensed growers. Last yesar tho
Government's share was something less
than 32000000, Year by year the profit
has been decreasing, owing to the compe-
titlon in China, and now the Indian Gov-
ernment declares that It can pno longer
regard oplum a= a source of réevenus upon
which Important calculations may be
hased. Year by vear |ncreasing arcos In
Ching are sown to pDOppy, and it i Inevil-
able that & time will come when the In-
dipn trpde will  be automationlly ox-
tinguished,

Speaking in the House of Commans the
other day, Mr. Morley dizeussed the sub-
ject as peen by "the officinl mind.” He
showed the snthusiastie reformers that
the question was many sided, and that
n number of semi-indopendent Indlan
Btates were Interssted In the traffle. He
pramised, however, that on the roturn
from China of Eir Brnest Satow a con-
ferenee would be held and the feeling of
the Chinese Government ascertained. It
ta not unlikely that China will be reledasad
from the oplum clause In the Tien-Tain

troaty: but no one nesd suppose that the
smoking of oplum in China will there-
upon ceass,

A FEW SqQUIBS.

Employer—"Whose funeral 46 you want
to attspd? Office Boy—"De umpire'a’'—
New York Bun.

*When did you flrst become acgualnted
with your husband?" ‘“The firat time 1
asked Nim for monoy after we wers mar-
tled ' —Lile.

Naturalls—"T'va jost my best palr of
trousers—1ihe ones that wers mads in Lon-
don.** “"Never mind—they'll turn up the
tirst day It rains"—Cleveland Loader.

#aloonkeepar—*Little girl, what ju 1t? I
don't sell llguor to children™ Little Girl—
““Have you got any of this good-natured
alcohnlT 1 want some of It for papa’—
Chicago Dally News,

Mrs, Mugglns—"8lnce Mrea. Nowrich's hus-
band mada sil his monsy she has the dectar
continually.”™ Mre. Buggins—"Yos, I henr
she 14 muffering from nervous prosperity.”—
Philadelphin Record,

Tesacher—"Ndw, Robert, do you know whal
an laonceles triangle a?" Hoy—"Yesrm.'
Teachor—""Well, what I8 t™ Boy—"1It's
one uv dem Uings I geéts Ucked for not
knowin' wot It l="—Julgs,

“Why don't ou come out boldiy for re-

form?"' “What's ths use™ ssked Benator
Borghum, *if your constitueney waon't back
vou up? I'm wiliing to be a reformer, but

I'm no martyr—Washington Btar -

“I tell yo," Eben.” sald Aunt Mirandy, as
she looked loviagly at the twine who were
gathering handfuls of wool from each oth-
er'y kinky heids en the sanded fioor af tha
eabin, *T heerd Miss ‘Liza a-readin’ fn the
wogfry yiatlddy an* I's "bout ‘clded waht
I's gwine ter name dem (wn young yna
s gwine call ‘em ‘Flors' and ‘Fauna' *'—
Macon Telegraph.

Trinl by Jury,
Puck.

“And, gentiemen of the jury, so say you
all?" inquired the Judge of a certain Ar-
kansas circull, after the verdict had been
brought in.

*"Well, the rest of us do, and I reckon I
ort to," ras the smallest and most
paltry—]nokint membar of the assortment

of *You ses, 1 originally differsd
or from—which ev::"’ is proper—the

: 25 or Lose Land.
Muskogee (1. T.) Cor. Bt Louis Giobe-
Democrat

Tams Bixby js preparing to send men
Into the fleld on horseback to round up
the Snake Indians and get thelr bables on
the rolls for finaxl allotment. There are
in all of the nations about W of the
recalcitrant Snakes Tha majority of
them are in the Cherokee nation.

A Enake Indian Is onme who wants his
old tribal forms of government restored
and reslsts the allotment of lands, It
seems almost Ineredible that there cun be
5000 Indfans in the five nations who look
upon the situation in this way, dbut Mr.
Bixby stated today that he was confident
thiut thers are that muny, and he would
not be at all surpriged If thers are 7000
It Is the purpose of the Commissionsr to
ses that none of these Ignorant and stub-
born: Indians and their children suffer
property 'loss through neglect of the Gov-
ermment to use ali Mlgence in gelting
them on the rolls and giving them the
best  wllotments that are jeft after the
mors progressive Indians have eelected
their lands.

The fleld men who will take horses and
ride Into the hille after the Bnakes will
have no gasy lansk. Each one will be an
Indian, or at lesst able to speak the lan-
Euage. He will be a notary public and
must know enough Iaw to know how
properly to fill ont an apploation and
also to take any proof or evidence that
may be offered. And ithey will have to
work rapldiy, The final closing ©of the
rolls will be July 35 and after that time
no man, woman or child, no matter how
just the ocause or how good the proof,
will be allowed to mnko aspplication for
an allotment, even {f he has Hved on his
homestead in Indian territory for 3 years
and Is a full blood.

The horsemen for the Government will
ride into the full-blood settlements and do
their best to get the names of all babies
and enroll them, If, as before, the In-
dians take 1o the woods and no one can
find them, thelr bables will not get aiiot-
ments and the chlildren will be robbed of
thelr only ehnnee (o get an education of o
furm out of thelr lnherited tribal right.

VIiEWS IN OREGON.

POLITICAL

An Editor's Gloomy View,

Lakeview Examiner.

It Oregon had a few more W, 8 TI'Rens,
and give them the free and unlimited use
of the Initlative and referendum  jaw,
there would be no nead of a state leglsla-
ture—unless it would be, In the end, to
swoop the whole conglomeration of
statutes into the Willamette.

Normals Very Much Alive.
Woeodburn Independent,

One of the surprises is that the general
appropriation blll, referrsd (o the people,
earried. This is good news for the normal
f#chools . Those who held clalms must
have worked hard and gained through the
ignorance nf a large number of volers,
The normal schowl push le pot yet dead.

Money Queation Put to Hrynn,
Wondhurn Independent

It Bryan has a drop of the same kind of
blood that courses Io the velns of honest
Teddy Roossvelt he will, upon hls return
from abroad, announce (o & walting public
his present views on the money quéstion.
There must be no cowardly squlvocation.
The American musses have been Llaught
by Roomewelt to expect open and ahove-
board action and talk from a Frosldent or
one who expocts to be one

A Memory of Bad Times,
Fossil Journal

Bryan's ecurrent Presidental haom
brings hack to mind the good old Claye-
land duys, when wool was next tn fres
five esnta the poundd) and eevery man
could have o palr of patches on thebosom
of hig pants that wanted to. Let uUe
hope the famous Nehraskan's bhoom will
ba like Hearst's last boom, as characier-
istically described by Homar Davenpor!:
“One moment a bilster on your hand big
as a hen exg, the next but a damp spot on
the hoe handle**

Derungement of Epltaphs.

Beattle Argun

The report was sent out from Tacoma
that “"Mount Tacoma'” was In eruption
Inasmuch as Mount Ralnler has been he-
baving with Its eustomary qulel dignity
the people of tho state are becoming
anxions to have Tacomn take that famous
mouniain of hers out of the safe deposit
vault and put it on sxhibltlon somewhere
80 that we can all have a look st It

His Jurisdiction.
New York Sun.

Reonediet Armold had just botrayed West
Point.

“I was trying.”
vent the premature
Fourth of Juoly."

Herowlith ocertain lovers of qulet were
fain to overlock the peeendiilo,

he explelned, “‘to pre-
celebration of the

The Greeting.
Pudi.
“Tlok, tiek.” saya the aloek,
Up above mée on the wall,
‘“Time ig golng, past recall
Why lot old friand Duty knoek
And not open up the door?
Or has Duty called before
And been told té cal! again?
Must she ever knock In vain™

Tiek, tiek™ *“YTes 1 huar,
But I'm busy now, you bee—
Go away, don't bother mae;
Come mround again next yoar
When I have more tima to spare.
What? It's Change that's knocking there?
Come right In; why, howdy do?
I've buen long expecting yout"

LIFE IN THE OREGON COUNTRY.

Hard Luek,
Milton Eagle.

Charfey Wells was a sufferer by tho
high water to the extent of 12 acres of
watermelons. This will be sad néws to
the lovers of that succulent vegétable
whep they thimk of all the gopd eatiog
that was Jost.

Paying Loval Indusiry.
Walloln Gateway.

There has been quite & number of coys
ole's progeny dug out of the ground re-
cently, In fact, same of the natives hive
secured as high 42 nine cubs n one bur-
row, and as their scalps ares worth §
ench, thero ls money In the bix

“Coming Kvents™
Albany Democrat.

There I8 a current rumor that oo Bal-
urday, June 30, the last day under the re-
cent vote for thé smloons to do business
in Albany, there will be a crowd In town
from the surrounding ecountrs to help
drink up the surplus liqudr onp hand,

Pouliry Note.
Bheridnn News Sun,

A few days ago n rather bashful young
woman went inio a atores carrying three
chickens. She inquired the price of chieck-
ens and at the same time put Them on
the counter. Tha clerk &idn’t know the
chickens' feet were tiad, and asked If
they would Iay there. She Bit her hand-
kerchief and said: *“No, sir; they are
Toosters.”

A Mere Joke, Probably,
The Dalles Optimist.

It in mmid that Harvey BScott went into
e dentist’'s office recenily to have a
molar yanked, and the dentist safgd: "Mr.
Soott, I'll have to give you gas,' “Gas.'
cried the great editor, ""gas! Sulering
eornmesl! Can't I even have a tooth
Jerked In this town without paying tribute
to those plutocrats?”

Autos Buro en Straw Road.
Dayton, Wash,, Courier-Press.

On Baturdsx, Junsa 16 M. D. Walters,
traveling salesman, lost hin largs automo-
bile, which was consumed by fire while
on the road near Connell, Wazh. The
roafl over which he was traveling had
recently been covered with A thick layer
of ntraw, which gathered under the ma-
chine until it was compelled to stop. Be-
fore it could be removed the straw lg-
nited from the exhaust and the machines
was quickly burned! It was a large ma-
chine valued at 3000,

Portland's Steady Growth,

Albany Herald
It is of Interest to Oregonjans that the
City of Portland |s witnessing such a
constructfon period, Great businass blockas
and boautiful residences are stoadily tak-
Ing up lota that for years made only
for raw vacancy. To some extent thesa
conditlons extend to  Inleror Oregon
Owners and prospective investors do wall
to take Into acoount these conditjons,
Eugens Reglster.
Whila Stevens and Word are quarrel-
ing over the sheriff's office. Portlund will
keep rvight on bullding new skyscrapers

and the Mnest theater on° the oconast.
Birange how this development business
Keeps up!

“Enveage" in Corvallla.
Gazolte,

Thers Is promise of n full-sized lawsult
between W, P. Lafflerty and J. M. Por-
ter over pomae five feet of land that wan
a surplusage in the Hotel Corvallin block
Thin surplusuge was lefl, alx inchea on
the sjde of each lot, as envengs when the
town was plitted, and as none of those
whoe bullt had taken the eaveage due
them it had finally acoumulnted betwesn
the properties of the above-named gen-
tlemen,

Mr, Forter and Nr,
astubllshed clalmas 1o

Lafferty
this

have hoth
surplusages

from their Individual point of view, and
the satisfaction of pessession hHas been
shared by both. At present Mr. Porter
s enjoying an outing in & tent which s
hovering the "“dead line'
Coos Connty Sirawbherries,
Myrtle Polnt Enterprise
Can you imagine a berry that would

nol go to the bottom of nn ordipary toa-

cup, bdut remain suspended agninst the
#idos? Myrile FPolnt has produced suct
a berry.

Fourtoen berrias (o a heaping quart hox
s what Iy shown (n that messurement

A case of M4 boxes running from 14 to
I berries in the box, whan you come to
the wholesnle department.

Berries that measure from 5 to 7 Inches
in clroumference quite the ordinary.

A singie vine with 160 matured and ma-
turing berries was seen and the count
taken by the writer, after many berries
had already been gathered from 1if, and
this was of the ordinary run of the patch
gelected at random.

Pouliry Notes, 1 |
Woodburn Independent.

J. W. McGrath of Woodburn Routa 1
has a hen egg measuring THx6Y Inches.
Judge Hoyes has & hen that furnishes
bim with hard-shell eggs within hard-
shell egra  Theso Oregon chickens aro
simply wonders,

Moro Ohgarver,

Guy Hulse wanted to get rid of lice in
his chicken house Wednesday., He built
a fire of straw to smoke them out It
worked; the chicken lice are no more—
neither Is the chicken house, roosts, nedts
and all. Next timg Guy says hs will paint
the chicken houss with carbolineum,
which can be had at The Observer Book
Store in quantity to sult. Though three
residences wore threatened with fire by
changes of wind no sorlous damage was

done.
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