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THE SEATTLE LESSON,

The inmense significunce of the Seat-
tie #lection connot be ignored. It was
the fight of the Plain Citizen against
corporate 1yranny. There was no other
msue. 1t found, indeed, manifestation
through several avenues, toward the
“open Lown.” “bossism,” gambling and
‘the machine.” But these were incidents
anly, A1l basis it was universal revolt
ageins: the ralironds which have dom-
sited Sealtle for years. The =team
roads and the street raliroad combine
have taken from Seattle what they
wantsd In the way of publlc
franchises and have left for oth-
ers  whatever they chose not 10
anke, which was nothing, Through
thetr absolute contral of municipal ma-
chinery. for example, they have held up
for months the application of the Chi-
cago, Milwaukee & 8St. Paul Raflroad
for rights of way over the streeis, by
imposing impossible conditions, and
they have made it clear that Seattle
could give no compeiitive rallroad any-
ining whatever except through thei
Lervor,

The rallroads owned the Republican
bosses. The Republican bosses ran the
town, The town endured it through
many years, and then found a way to
burst Iis shackles. The Republican or-
gunization, as usual, pul up & ticket,
It was headed by Mr. Riplinger, person-
kily a2 popular and agreeable young
fentlemuan.  The Democrats, being nu-
merically weak., retired from the field
in favor of a Municipal Ownership
tiek=! headed by W. H. Moore, an ac-
tive and outspoken advocate of municl-
palizution of public utllities. The Re-
publican leaders, recognizing with
slarm the overwhelming public resent-
ment wi rallroad domination and the
growing sentiment for municlipal own-
#rship. themselves declared in  their
party platform for that principle “as
spon as It could be carvied Into effect.”
The entire opposition wa= united in one
straightforward demand for immediste
municipal ownership, without mny qual-
ifications whatever, In the one in-
stance the voter was offered the real
urticle; and In the other the bogus
brand. Riplinger was beaten and
Moore was elected Mayor of Seattle be-
cause the people propose 1o take control
of their own &ffsirs and direction of
their own atilities in thelr own hands
There is no other Interpretation what-
ever 10 Tuoesduy's clection. It may, of
course, be doubted whether it will be
practicable for Seattle now to buy and
operate ite expensive street raliway
system, but thet I8 u problem for the
futare. Seattle has declared that it in-
1ends to do It because it Is weary of
insolent and inconsiderate trestment by
Its public-service corporations and is
determined no more 10 yield to their in-
satiable demands for larger public priv-
ieges without adequate returns o th
public treasury.

It may be well for the pablic-servic
corpopations of Portland to take heec
of the Instructive Seattle lesson. There
was never anywhere & more perfect and
complete system of political and com-
mercinl control of any ¢ity than In Se-
attle. Yet the Plain Citizen has upset
the sysiem because the corporations did
not know how to use, or 4id not onre
1o use, properly. the enormous privi-
leges they had obtalned from the pub-
He.
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A hundred years from now historians
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puppets.
The chances are that in handing over
the rate bill to Mr. Tillman they made
that

& storm of ridicule; and they believed
that Mr, Tiilman's desire for petty re-
venge would make him betray the Pres-
Ment's favorite measure. In all these
thing= they were mistaken. The coun-
try does nol care whether the Hepburn
bill emerges from Congress under Re-
publican or Democratic suspices. It
wanis the law enacted, and will re-
ceive what it wants from either party
indifferently.
E—

FRANCHISES,

“Look not mournfully Inte the pmet.™
says the poet, “for iL comes nol back
again,” and his counsel I8 wise, but
only half wise. True the past comeih
not back again, nor the franchises that
bave been given away In the past. Like
Esau's birthright, Jacod has got them
and will probably keep them Tears
and wighs over the folly that squan-
dered these franchises will never re-
store them to the pubiic, Remorse can-
not alter the past, bui. If keen enough.
it may prevent the repetition of similar
folly in the future, and therefore, not-
withstanding Longfellow's ndvice, it is
a salutary passion. Mournful contem-
plation of our thriftless former deallngs
with franchise-grabbers Is a singuiarly
salutary mental exercise for Portiand
citizens just now, when the brutal logic
of facts and figures wcts before us what
we have lost and what the fmction of
the municipal weilth which we have re-
tained is worth,

Citizens' eyes buige o read of the
bids by competing corporations for a
franchise on Front street limited to
twenty-five years and under siric®
terme of regulation. Suppose the sirest
raflway and ga® freanchigex still be-
longed to the city and couid be offercd
pow to the highest bidder. They would
realize an income which might make
municipa! taxes practically vnneces-
sary. It is useless to cry ever spilled
milk unless our tears make us maore
careful with what is left. That Is only
a smml] part of what has been bestowed
in the pasit upon greedy corporations,
but in {teelf 1t is far from Insignificant.
One traction company, for example,
proposes 1o bulld a standard-guage Hue
on Front sireet costing some 360,000 anc
tarn it over to the city free of charge:
then it will lease the line, paying $50,000
bonus and a fixed toll of §1 per car for
%5 years. This would yield the city an
estimated annual incoeme of F18.250, be-
sides wha! amounts to a cash paymenit
of $110,000; while a1l the end of tweniy-
five yrars & new and still more advan-
tageous contract might be made.

This looks well and it actually is weil.
In comparison with the old shifiiess
system of giving away frauchises ji is
magnificent thrift. It indicates that
the interests of the oty are incompara-
bly better understood and cared for by
the Council than they ever were before
It may even excite suspicion In some
minds that the tmotion company has
made an excessively liberal proposition
in its eagerness to control the f{ran-
chise. If such a suspicion exisis, a Ht-
tie thought must dissipate it. The com-
pany maks the privilege of charging
other users of the line $3.50 per car dur-
ing the franchise period. Suppose there
are 10 be five such upers ecach running
as many oars as the traction company.
Each of these corporations must pay
the traction company an annual rentsl
of 846,825, and all together they would
pay it $238,155. Deducting from this
sum the yeurly rent or toll which the
company pays (o the city, we have a
et annual prefit to the holder of the
franchise of $209 875

This is not & bad return from an in-

vestment of SI1008. In twenly-five
years it would amount to §5.246.570,

while the total tolls pald 1o the cily
would amount to M36,26. The traction
company therefore will not get the
worst of the bargain, In all probabliity,
if 1s terms are accepled. and If they
are not acoepted, It may propose terms
a great deal more advantageous (o the
city and still be =afe.

The object of this little calcuiation is
nol to offer udvice or even suggestion
to the Council. They setm % be abun-
dantly able to conduct the negotiation
without assistance. The only purpose
is 1o remind the public of the enormous
money value of these franchises which
have been squandered s0 heedlessiy
and lavishly In the past. A harsher
word than “squandered” might well be
appiled to such transactions, The fran-
chises have been noguired by fraud;
they have been stolen through the con-
nivance of faithless public ofMicials. And
yei thelr valae, great as it is, belongs
wholly to the city, because the popula-
tion, the Industry. the snterprise of the
coity have crested It. The men who
hold them, by tities founded in almost
every instance upon dishopesty, have
created no part of thelr value Those
holders have simply applied thelr spe-

tory that are now tributary to Puget
Sound.

A  heavy responsibility, therefore,
rests upon the Port of Portland Com-
mission. Is it wiling to be bheld ac-
countabie by this community, as it will
be, for abandonment of the Hill project,
so far as it concerns Porthnd? The
Oregonian =ays piainly 10 the Port ol
Portland Commission that farther de-
lay, In Its opinion, will seriously jeop-
ardize the whole Hill scheme, and there
must, for the sake of Portland, be an
euriy decision, and the decision should
be favorable to Mr. HIL Jt must be, If
Portiand is to be the scene of activity
by the Hill lines.

RUSSIA GOLD-BRICKED AGAIN.

The bigoted, overbearing. autocratic,
ignorant aristocracy which pulls the
sirings that control the movements of
the “Littie Father” puppet in Russia
has apparently learned little or nothing
from the cataclysm of fire and blood
through which It has jast passed—or, 1o
be more accurate, is still passing. The
Imperial manifesto just issued reiative
to the Natlonal Aspembly and reorgan-
ized Council of the Empire I= certainly
& e of giving a mone In reply 10 &
request for bread. With many of her
ships in the hands of mutineers, the
streets of the principal clities red with
the blood of soldlery and revolutioniets,
and the entire government so thor-
oughly honeycombed with treason and
on the verge of dissalution by blood-
shed, extravagant promises were made
of Immedlate reforms, and that the
rights of the prople should be respected.
But the might that makes right suc-
coeded in stamping out & few of the in-
surrections, and, with the attendant
feeling of fancied security, the aristoc-
racy took a fresh grip on the reine o1
power.

Of course, after all the extravagant
promises thal had been made when the
life of the empire was almost trem-
bling In the dakhnce, immediate retum
to the old despotic polley would not ook
well, but close scrutiny of the Russinn
policy as outlined in the Crar's mani-
fosto discioses the fact that the “peo-
plie” have gained absolutely nothing by
the alieged change. No thinner veneer-
ing of gilt was ever placed on a diplo-
matic gold brick than tha: which orna-
ments the suspicious-looking present
that the “Littls Father” has just made
Io his cringing subjects. With a burn-
ing desire to enable the people to par-
ticipate In the melding of legisiation
it s decreed that one-half of the upper
house of the National Assembly shall
be sppointed by the Emperor, and of
the other half twenty-six shall be slect.
ed from the nobility and clergy. The
lower house, which Is known as the
Counci] of the Empire, is 10 consist of
mn equal number of elected members
and of appointees of the Emperor.

AR it is provided that only measures
passed by both houses shall be submit
ted for Imperial sanction, ! can easily
be understood that! legisiation passed
by the lower hover which might be un-
sitisfactory to the upper house would
meet a painiess death with less effort
than s required to put = “cinch™ bill
to sleep in an American Legisiature.
It wonld seem that after so carefully
siacking the cards, no further precau-
tion was necessary to prevent the coms-
mon people from securing thelr rights,
but the power behind the Russian
throne was not taking any chances.
There bas been no modification of the
right of the government lo promulgate
temporary laws during recesses of Par-
Hament, and, as the body of lawmakers
can be dissolved at any time by Im-
perial edict, recesses can be made to or-
der whenever it is deemed necessary to
pass a law which might exclie susp)-
clon in open sesslon. In order that the
people might not be burdened with too
much work, the Czar has relieved Par
Hamen: of any pariicipation in consid-
ering the reports of the Minister of Fi-
nance om the state of the treasury, or
on reports of charges of malfeasance
ageinst meémbers of the Council of the
Empire, Ministers. Governors-General
and uaval and army officers.

These matters are to be attended to
by wspecis! commissions appointed by
the Czar, and these commissions als
have sole control of the franchises for
stock compenies, titles of nobllity, any-
thing. In short. which presents unlim-
ited opportunilies for the kind of graft
that has made Russia famous, for (te
infamy. Any objectionabie bill which
might accidentaily get through both
houses can be rejected by 1he Czar, and,
after such réjection, cannot be brought
forward again at the session then be-
ing held. In presenting (o the people
these evidences of a desire 1o give them
volee in making the laws, the Czar says
that he “firmiy hoids that participation
of the representatives of the people In
the government will contribute to the

Changing political and commercial
conditions in the Orient are continually
bringing to light surprises, for the wise
men of that other East Every few
days there In an exciamation of wonder

nament the bags In which flour Is
shipped to China offer plenty of evi-
dence as to the consideration thmt s
shown the Chinese in preparing our
wares for thelr markets American
agents can always be found right on
the border. and we far injand as it Is
safe for a Caucasian to g9.

Basing his views on such misieading
information, it is but natural that the
Chicago correspondent shouid decide
that “the boyeott |s more Imaginary
than real™ The specific grievance
named is certainly much more imagin-
ary than real, but unfortunately the
boyrolt is different. The Chinese boy-
cott was instituted for no other pur-
pose Lhrin to coerce the United States
into granting in our immigration Iaws
certain concessions which: will make it
easier for an unlimited number of Chi-
nese “merchants™ to invade our shores
and compete with our own white labor.
Th= boycott never has been distinet-
fvely & falr weapon, but Is brought
inte play in casea where its sponsors
belleve, or profess to belleve, that the
end justifies the means. The Eastern
newspapers and the Department of
Commerce and Labor will know maor«
about Chinese trade and Chinese boy-
cotts before the trouble now brewing Is
Betiled.

It has been eloquently said that Great
Britain *“is a power whose morning
drumbeat, beginning with the sun and
keeping company with the hours, cir-
clea the earth dally with one continuous
and unbroken strain of the martial airs
of oid England.” The Briltsh army I=
one of the “big™” things of the world
All over the civilized and uncivilized
world, wherever the’ foot of white ma
has trod, we can find Tommy Atkins
and his gun. By force of arms he has
drilled civilization and reiligion Into
more savages than have experienced [ts
refining Influence from all other nations
combined. But the British army, In

its proportions, is dwarfed by our own
army of pensioners. The tbtal expend-
fture for the entire British army for the
current year is estimated at §148,620,000,
which |® » great many millions leas
than the United States s called on to
appropriate for the pensioners. Grea
Britain is said to be groaning under the
Increasing cost of her army. There ia
not very much groaning over the vast
sum annusily paid out ta American
pensioners, but the sum s increasing at
an astonishing rate.
S——
Portiand’s contention that if a suffl-
ciency of tonnage were provided for the
Oriental trade the traffic would expand
rapidly has been vindicated on the first
triel. The service != not yet what it
should be, but last Fall a number of
extra seamers were placed on the run
to take care of the business offering.
The result is noteworthy. For the
eight months ending February 28 Port-
land’s Oriental flour shipmente show an
increase of 370,520 barrels over those of
the corresponding period in the previ-
ous season, while Puget Sound, with
much larger aggregets shipmenits,
shows a galn of but 358,828 barrels over
the same period last season. For the
first eight months of the season of 1904.
05 Portland shipped 118 per cent of the
flour sent from North Paclfic ports to
the Orient, Seattle, Tacoma and Everett
shipping 65.2 per cenl. This seamon 1o
February 38 Portland has shipped 384
per cent and the three Puget Sound
ports €14 per cent. With this show-
ing there should be no d'Mculty In the
future in securing a sufficlent amount
of lonnage to teke care of the business,

If it be true, as it is generully as-
sumed to be, that bees ald In fertilizing
frul: by carrying pollen from one blos-
som to another, It Ia probable that great
good would result to the frult crop of
the Willamette Valley If farmers kept
more bees. Perhaps one farmer in a
hundred keeps a few stands of bees
whereas nearly every farmer could keep
them If he would. They require little
altention, scarcely any expendliure of
money for food, and not & heavy invest-
ment In the beginning, The profits
might not be lerge, but they would
add something to that steady Income
which s Lthe advantage of diversifisd
farming.

The state school lands in Idaho are of
no greater value than those of Oregon,
but they have been handled In a much
more businesslike manner. Evidence
of this is shown in the sale of a sectlo
of schoo! land In the Coeur d'Adene
country a few days ago for $35.000.
There have been extensive land frauds
in Idaho among the big thieves, but
the Puters and McKinleys were less nu-
merous and active in school landa in
that state. and as a resultl the common-
wealth will some day have a vast sum
in ite treasury as procesds of school
land miles,

A press dispatch from Chicago makes
the naive statement that It grew so
dark yesterday that the cattlemen at
the stockyards were unable to distin-
gulsh their cattle from the others. This
defense may satisfy a Chicago gra
Jury, but It wouldn't go In Klamath
County.

e —
We are just a little curious to know

|on fire today
rpite of the bewlidering Immenaily of
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Go where you will. and look where you
may.

There is nothing 80 swest on earth, I say,

Az 1o love and be beloved:

Ever, to death, we repeat. anon.

We have lived, do lNve and shal]l live on

To love and be beloved, .

In a winsome world we feel, and hear,

And see “till we find there's naught so
dear

As 10 love and be beloved:

We plan, we struggle, we work, we moan,

To call a single sucoess our own—

Te love and be brioved,

We bear the dreary rub of things.
With all its pains, with all its stings_
To love and be beloved:

We Main would lve a life like this,
To prove to ourselves just what It is
To love and be bheloved,

We fight the baitie, bend the knee,
Yearning for love's sweets minstrelay,

To love and be beloved:

We stake our riches risk our souls
Watching while one great phrase unroils:
To love and be beloved,

“The flame has gone from his heart,” ahe
Ayw,

And she often thinks of the sacred days

When she loved and was beloved;

A woman's jove burns quick, and out.”

He ponders, and he thinks aboul

Loving and being loved.

§o where you will. and look where

¥ou may,

There is nothing so sweet on earth, I say,

As to jove and be beloved:

Ever. to doath, we repeat. anon,

We have Nved, do live, and shall live on,

To love and be beloved.
- -

But,

-

A conscientious man {s the safest man.
Being conscientious s more the resuit of
experience and jodgment than a natural

endowment.
- - -

Diligence, deeds, doliars—that's the or-

der of 1. You can get there if you keep
it up.
- L] -
Hope Eternal.

Never mind the clouds and sorrow,
God's bright sun may shine tomorrow.
Don't worry If you cannot set the world
Keep on gathering kind-
lings. Bome time a really magnetic ac-
tion of vours will start the biaze. and then
there will be fuel encugh for a large flame
that everybody can see.
- - .

Lament of the Franchise President.

Serious things my head harass,
I wiah 1 never heard of gas,
- - -

Summer Clothes.

In the Spring &« woman's fancy
Lightly turns to thoughts of dress,
That bewitching necromancy
Fllls her soul with swectest stress.
- - a®
Piteh in or they'll piteh you out.
- . -

Definitions,

(Tipm on the Race of Life.)

Forgrtfulness — A aimple, convenient,
single word 1o express a wide range of
reasons why you don't want to gell what
you sre asked.

Portland—An Eastern city In & Western
Buate

Senator—A member of the richest club
in the United States,

Tea Gown—Any night dress not made of
white material

Ten—~What they eall whisky (or what-
ever you want), when served to you in a
cup In the afternoon by a lady in her own
hnuse -

Faithful—A myth told by men and wom-
en to each other for the sake of enter-
tainmeni. It is one of life’s practical im-
possibilities, yet frequently spoken of as
agreeable fiction

Handsome—A quality & woman may pos-
sess and sl have bralns, a man never.

Love letter—The Influence a girl uses
to try to guide you with during her ab-
senoe,

Layai—~Everybody is that, as jong as you
have money.

Kiss—A sign of contempt.

Caress—Stroking a pussy-catl; or, say, &
girl's hand, or better.

MAHRRIAGEABLE AGES.

—_—

Milwnukes Sentinel

In Aostria & “man” apd a “woman™ are
considered to be capable of conducting a
home of thelr own from the age of four-
teen—a fact which accounts (n no small
degres for the spirit of “ochild fatherhood
of the man™ so prevalent in Austria.

In Germany the man must be 18 years
of age, but the age of the bride-elect Is
left to popular discretion.

in France the man must be 1§ and the
woman 15 while in Belgium the same
standard prevalls.

in Spaln the inuending husband must
have passed his 4th year and the woman
her INth. These figures. In connection
with the admitted poverty of Spain, so-
clally considered, are full of the deepest
meaning.

In Hungary for Roman Catholics the
man must be 11 years old. and the woman
12: ror Protestants the man must be 18
and the woman 1.

In Greece the man must have seen at
least 14 Summers and the woman 123

ho can count 1§ years and the woman till
she can count

]
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usly valuable franchisea

0 aspect of thin movement will be more
nee than that of the manufarture
sale of lighting facilitien. especially
gas. The fact appears to be that the
capitalization of gas companies has been
steadily increassd without regard to the
tangible assets of the companies, bhut has
been determined solely by what the raffic
will bear. This operution has been made

f

2

the growth of the city and the increased
consamption without any cost (0 the pro-
ducing rompany. In this way gas planis
have been enabled to protect themselves
artificially against the necessities of me-
chanical replacement and against that
close correspondence between tangible as-
sots and caplitalization which has been
forced upon other manulacturing enter-

In other words. we confront a situstion
in which it is sought o collect from the
public what is called a fair return on an
Investment which isn enormously out of
proportion to the value of the producing
company’'a piant when stripped of the
value imparted by the franchise and by
arbitrary valuations placed ypon constant-
Iy depreciating physical proportiies. [t s
doubtful whether or not the bedrock basis
of actual justice can be reached In this
matter; but what we zhall get will be
some much nearer approximation 1e a
moderate interes: charge upon the actual
value of the plant, considered as & mang-
facturing and mercantile proposition.

There iz no reason why a Eas plant
ahould recetve (ivors (rom the pubile
which zive it &8 more fuvorable value as a
plant than foundry or a flourmill en-
joyn. This ides i going to get possession
of the public mind. [t will work o revoly-
tlon In numberiess cities throughout the
:in:. beginning probably with Indianap-

SOMETHING DOING IN COUNTRY

A Dead One? Not With This Showing |

Hillsboro Argus,

Seen, at A glance up the sireet: A
milk wagon stuck on Seconsd street. in
front of the water tower.—A dog bit a
boy while the lad was passing down the
chaln-tie —~Man under the influence valn-
Iy trylng 1o mount a bleycle—Fellow
from Middleton kicking about his taxes.
—Man showing a gold watch that he had

Just wom In a W-cent raffle—and the
wiateh was a good one—Irate «itizen

shaking his flst at & man in & wagon who
eame near running into the pedestrian.—
Four teams walting lo water horses at
the pubilc trough.—And who says Hills-
boro I» a “dead one™

Does It Pay to Advertise?

Boulder Creck Corr. Tillamook Headlight,
Daye Hess wak traversing our high-
ways last Monday. 1t doesn’'t geem (o
pay to Advertise in the Headlight for a
wife. as nelither Dave or either of his
colleagues have received any benefit from
the advt. they (nserted severan! months
ago calling for wives, Dave looks dis-
couraged and downhearted, and Ralph
has gone East, where girls are more
plentiful (or leas shy).

Stealing a March on Mrs. March.

Falls Clity Logger.

While Mrs. March was making a morn-
Ing eull on her neighbor. Mrs, Courter, a
cow made a call on Mre. March, The
cow, finding no one at home, sntered the
bouse and procesded to the kitchem and
Ate & pie, then went into the parior and
looked at the pletures and wan Inspect-
Ing the different rooms when Mrs. March
returned and her visitor departed to make
other calla

Jack Russel Takes No Chances.

Peaceful Valley Corr. Dayton Chrontele,

Juck Russel passed through here a few
days since, =n route for home, aflter see-
Ing bis sweetheart safely housed beneath
Hank Thompson's roof. Never fear,
Jack, Hank will see to it that she won't
be carried off while you are sbsent

Why They Overlooked Him.

Lakeview Examiner.

“Plush Screamer” told our readers last
week that W. E Scam had gone
East to tvisit with a brother. Wiilis In-
forms us that he is &t his home in Plush,
cleaning out his barn. No one thought of
looking there for you Willia,

Where She Was Lost.

Highland Corr. Sheridan Sun.
Yank Lady had the misfortune to loae
& fine cow by belng hooked In the mud.

No Real Change Is Made,

Lakeview Exanminer .

A whale lot of good printers” ink has
been wasted on what is known as State-
ment No. | in the new primary nominat-
ing law. and after all Is sadd. and further,
if you please, after ali candidates for the
Legisiature have signed it, or refussd to
sign It nothing has been accompltshed.
The Constitution of the Unlted States
Eives Legistatures the right to elect United
States Benators. and untll that section of
the Constitution is repesled, Republican
United Stotes Senators will be elected In
stites where the Legisinture s Repub-
lican, and Democratic Senators slected |n
states where Legisiatures are Democratic,

mest of the Maynen
Heund—My! You do look smart in that red
cost! But say. 1 & you b ad WY
Sportsman—No. 1 didn't Why do you think
m®  Fafr American—Well, T guss it's got
“M. B on the buttoms, and that sin’t your
initials, anyway.--Punih x
« “Mr. Smythe the
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6. B. SHAW ON AMATEUR ACTORS
Vents His Spleen on Their Theatrie

cals and Demands on Authors.

London Tribune.

I have a strong grudge against clubs of
amateur actors, beceuse they habitually
insult the art they dabble .n by assuni-
ing that it is a sin which can only be
covered by charity. It is quite a commeon
thing for organizers of amateur perform-
ances to appeal to the author to forego
his fees on the ground that the proceeds
are to be given to some charitable insti-
tution. That Is to say, a popular author
is asked to hand over some hundreds &
YOAr 10 amateur societies 10 give 1o thelr
pet charities, and that, too, withovt the
slightest guarantee that the management
of the performance will be businesslike
enough to reallze for the charities the
whole wvalue of his contribution or, In-
deed, any part of it at wil. A more un-
rexsonable demand can bardly be ima-
gined withln the Hmits of practicable
human audacity. Even professional mil-
lionaire philanthropists ke Mr. Carnegie
and Mr. Passmore Edwards reserve Lhe
right to choose for themselves the ob-
Jecta of thelr endowments.

Besides, the charity of amateurs is
hurdly ever really charitable o fts mo-
tive. It Is & mere coat of whitcwash for
an Induigence which Is regarded as ques-
tionable, if not positively disreputable.
It is also adulterated by a desire for the
atgualntance of the titled patrons and
patronesses of charities. And the coo-
nomle effect of the performance, when
the cxpenses leave any surplus, is simply
to relleve (he ratepayers of thely social
obligations by helping to keep hospltuls
out of public hands and in private ones.
Why on carth should a playwright be ex-
pected 1o comtribute to the rcates of
places he has nover lived In7 '

What makes this additionally exasper-
ating s that while there is lttle difficul-
t¥ in ralsing vast sums of ransom and
consclence money from the rich in the
form of churitable subscriptions, It s
hard to get & farthing for the starving
art of the theater oither from public or
private sources. If «ll the money that
has been wasted on charities by amateur
actors had been devoted to theatrical
art by bullding up loeal dramatic socle-
ties with reperioires, wardrobes and even
themters of their own, not only would

dramatic art be much more developed
than it is now in England. but other arts
would bave grown up round the local

theatars. Just think of what 3 playhouse
would mean to a country town if it had
fts own dressmakers, Its own tapestry
Weavers, its own armorers. Its own em-
brofderesses and its own dress designers
and painters and machinists. What Is to
be satd in defense of the stagestruck stu-
pldity and ignurance that is content with
a baxket of solled second-hand clothes
and toy swords sent down by a London
costumisr and hired out fur a night at
ubout treble the price the whowe parcel of
rubish would sell for In Hounsditch®
D¢ you expect me or any dramatic au-
thor to be lealent in the matier of fees
lo people who keep up these nasty, vul-
®ar. lgnorant practices? Rather et us
heap crushing exactions on them and
starve thelr folly to death,

Almost all amateurs desire to- imitate
the theater rather than to act a play.
They actuslly cull their performances
“theatricals,” and are as proud of that
flliterate Insnit as any genuine dramatic
artlst would be outraged by It. They
lose all their ordinary decent instincts
the moment they give themselves up to
what they privately think is the sin of
acting. You see gentlemen who are mor-
bidly particular about the cut and fiz of
thelr coats and trousers waiking on the
stage In ludicrously misfitting tunics from
the costumier’s amateur raghag. You see
the amateur carrying a tinsel-topped pan-
tomime spear for the hire of which he
has pald more than the local blacksmith
would have charged him for a real spear.
Waomen who would die rather than be
dowdy In church or at a ganden party
face the footlights in coxtumes and make-
ups which no self-respecting figure In a
peniny waxwork would tolermte. Rewch-
me-down equipments are considered good
tnough for dramatlc masterpieces—are
positively preferred to decent and beautl-
ful things because they are so much more
theatrical.

As to plays, they, too, must be second-
hand reach-me-downs. You amateurs
don’t want to bring plays to a correct
and moving representation for the sake
of the life they represent: they want to
do Hawtrey's part in this or Ellen Ter-
r5's part in that, or Cyril Maude's part In
the other, not to mention the amateur
Salvinls and Duses and Bernhardts and
Coquelins, The e¢normous and overwhelm.
Ing advantage possessed by amaleurs—
the advantage of being free from com-
mercial pressure and having unlimited
time for rehearsal—is the last one they
think of using.

The commerelal plays, which are the de-
spair of aclors, but which they must pro-
duce or starve, are the favorites of our
amateurs. They do out of sheer folly and
vulgarity what our real dramatic artists
do of necessity and glve some saving
grace and charm te in the doing. Richard
Waugner sald thot the music of the great
masters (3 Kept alive not by profesalonal
ronceris and opers speculations bui on
the cottage plano of the amateur. [ wish
T could say as much for the amateur thea-
ter.  As T cannot, [ shall only beg your
amaténr clubs to let my plays alone and
to assure them that as long =s they per-
alet in their present ways the only part T
shall play In the matter ia the part of
Ehylock.

‘A Plea for Ideals.

Charlex Wagner, In Harper's Bazar,

Then let uz all have an Ideal?
Let us have ! Do not put
them on on holiduys. only to lock them
afterward in the closet. Put them on
every day and carry them everywhere
Take them as one lakes g torch: bring
them near to the realities of life, as you
would ewrty u light into a dark place.
The treasures of the jdeal which sre in
the souls of others may be transmitted to
our own. Leét the wurld with its ugliness,
Itz trinls ang Its palnz experience the cone
tact of the human soul. which, impreg-
nated with the memory of heaven s the
creator of the ideal and of light. Some
of our fathers who have passed before us
along the ways, sométimes so hard, where
we [n our turn pass, have thrown thefr
lights sven up 1o the very portal of the
tomb. They have put strength |nto weak-
ness: have experienced that in poverty
ftaelf the spring of riches rise. In realiz-
ing the mystery which operated every
day of their lives—that is to say, the
transformation of outside Incidents by
means of the Inward energies of the soul
—they truthfully might have said. “We
are poor, but with our energles we have
enriched others.'

Thin Ice.

John Temple In Lippincott's

When Prue and [ went skating
fProe s twenty and petite)

1 must confess [ 1

O'er her dainty Iittle fee,

Till Prudence crisd out archiy:
“The ice in getiing thin,

It you around much longer
Wa both shall tumble [n™

Whenr Prue and [ went akating
I grew far ance quite bold.
t




