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MOUTI LIKE TO SELL OUT,

The gax company, Through its poosi-
dent. says §1 s willing to =l 1o the
city. OF vourse |t wook] =ell 1o 1he
* ‘.:'\. if 1t could turn & transaction sm-
ilar 1o that of lwst Spring, when the

eame Tranchise.mongers sold ont the
Portiand Congolideted Tinilway. But
will not ==l to the

ihe EAs company
iy —not now for the city wiil not buy

Whether the City of Portland will
roter into the production of tight, no
one ean. suy now, It & 8 wvery large
question. and demands much consider-
atiom The «ity cvould motl stop with
gxs. 1t would be abliged 10 undertake
clectrie Hghting, alsn, And then prob-
ably 1he mrrvice of elecitic power. And
ihen no doabt the strest raliways. Al
1theme public-service industries may be
undertaken by the city. Many «ilizens
have no doubt they will be. But care-
ral inguiry and preparaMon will firm
he noresipry

Without doubl the gas company, see-
tng the tretd of opinlon and of evrnts
and foresesing resulis, would lke to
ssl] out. upun its own valuathon, to the
vity, Bt the property never will be
iuken over by the rity 2t any value
comyparable with that which the com-
pany may set upon 1. The simple fact
i tThat this properiy. or lurge part of
it. hes been ereted by money collected
through high ~harges for gas from the
poople of Portland, during the past
fifty yemss and a grest deal more
moniey besides, which has been spent
by the bengficlaries af the franchise
in luxurious Jiving—all taken from the
gns consumers of Portland.

Ehould Portiand desire 1o go into the
gas= business= it will follow the precedent
i1 established when it undertook Uhe
problem of water supply. The repre-
sentatives of the oity went to repre-
srntativen of the water company with
an offer of 3 specific sum, deemed all
the property was worth, adding for the
information of those whom it might
voncern that if the offer were not se-
vepted By the company the city would
at once procesd 10 create water works,
de novo, for itself. The offer of the
oity was aocepled, Should the city de-
cide to go into the gas business, it will
proacesd in the same or similar way.
There will be no graft, and the city will
ml pay franchise-grabbers anything
for right of resumption of its oan fran-
chine,

WHALE AXD PLITOCRAT.

A philosophic observer of men and
things hes remarked that our trust
magiates, railroad potentates and gas
dukes swim about In the ocean of
American life like whales. Pursauing
hiz ingenious ides, he goes on 0 say
that a8 the whale swhms with fis cnpa-
clous mouth wide open to engulf what-
ever small finh come in It® way, a0 the
plotecrat swallows down lesser men by
the soore or handred, often making &
financial dinner off a whale shoal of
wrigeling victims. He points out also
that the whale has ite cavernous mbuth
lined with baleen, wherehy it strains
Its multitudinous prey from the waler
and entangies them beyond the hope of
revmpe; and to this dbeneficent device he
sees & wonderful resemblance in the
network of injunctions, ruies of evi-
dence and dilatory pless in which the
plutocrat enmeshes his victims and
Jeaves them to pickie, as 1t were, untll
he I= ready 1o dine.

sund that of the plutocrat.
ence arises from their diverse relations
to the ahark., In the briny deep the
shark is the enemy of the whale, while
in our ocean of economic lfe the shark

Soinetimes the whale In his furry

adventure ends with the cetacean’'s de-
mise.

Just mow the American people are
making a voyage aflter platocratic
whalea. How will It end® Will the
I*viathans smash the boats and drown
the sallors, or will the ship of stute
come Home to pord with all hands safe
and the blubber stowed in the hold?
Prophecy ie gratultous folly, dbut it may
guide those who wish to bet on the
event, 10 remember that the oceanic
whale is practically an xlinct species
of maminal.

BEGAX TO VILAFY.

In ks statement Wednesday nighl,
Mr. Adams, of the gas company, sald:
“Along about last May, when they (The
Oregonian) began to vilify Wil Ladd, 1
made up my mind that, so far as the
gA% company s concerned, they wouM
get no more from ua™ -What Mr. Ad-
amns meant by the phrase “they would
g+ no more from us.” he may know.
The Oregonian @oesn't care. It s
the first part of his remark, gquoted
above, That we now pay atteution 1o,

“About last May The Oregounlan be-
gan to vilify Wil Ladd.” The resulls
of a certain great franchise sbuse came
out at that time, through the mie of
the Portland Consolidatied Railway
Company. The Oregonian criticissd the
transaction. Thix caussd renewal of
the outbursis of Mr, Ledd's newspaper
upon The Oregonian. For two years
and more Mr, Ladd, through his news.
paper, had been making most Venomoas
attnckae upon The Oregonian, its editor
and owners. It wans a steady stream of

vilification, But The Oregonian took no
notice of 1L,
However, when {1 was enntinged with

incrensing venom, alter the sale of 1he
sireet raflway franchise, The Oregonlan
—thoggh with great relociance—oon-
cloded to glve Mr. Ladd a drench of his
own medicine. 11 resolvead to let Mr
Ladd and those about him know thet it
vould say something, too,

The Oregonian did not begin the vilifi-

cation, mor dM the viliicution begin
last May. It began fully two yeours
eariler, and by Mr. Ladd bimseif,

| through hi= newspaper, and It wax con-
| timaed by and through his newspaper
ti! The Oregonian concluded thet for-
brarance on s part was no onger re-
quired. RBut it scorned to attack or re-
tort on Mr. Ladd's bired men. It dealt
with Mr. Ladd himself.

EXPENSIVE DISCRIMINATION,

Fortland bidders can hardiy be ex-
pecied 1o make mueh on au ofort 1o
secure the big grain and formge con-
traect which the Government s about to
avward for 1hs Phillppine service, In
order to get on even terms with the Se-
atthe hidders they must make nllowance
for the Jocal rate from Portland to Se-
aitle on all freight! shipped from this
ity to A the erder culled for. There
Is tributary to Pertland more grain,
bay and lmmber than s tribatary to
Puget Sound, and #t can be secured 1o
better advantage at this port but the
oflicials who have charge of the pur-
vhasing and routing of Goveroment
freight in the Pacific Northwest persist-
ently ignore the opportunity 1o save
vasi sns of money on these conlracts,
When the millloualre owners of the
Boston Toaboat Company  lobbied
through Congress a bill compeiling the
shipment of Government freight on
American vessels, they failsd 1o secure
a withdrawal from the ocean of the
Government transporis. These crafl, if
they were not in the hands of fossil-
twed devotees of red tape, could handle
the Government freight fully as eco-
nomically as it could be handled by uny
other American steamer but the oppor-
tunity for them to do so is not forth-
coming.

Forage and stores will not be recolved
at Portland because there s no vesss!
here to vocolve them, and there will
be no vessel at Portland because for-
age and stores will not be received
here, Portland seeme to have practl-
cally given ap hope of breaking
through this “heads]l-win-tails-you-
loge™ system; but it is not at all clear
that an opening may not be forced
from another direction. When the Bos-
ton Towboat Company’s powerful jobby
departed from Washington afier forc-
ing throagh the bill which gave them a
monopoely of Government freight ship-
ments from North Pacific ports to the
Philippines, freight raies shot up from
M per tap—the rate at which a vessel
was then icading at Portiand for Ma-
nila—io $5.50 per-ton for the first en-
gagement made with the Boston Tow-
boat Company under the new law.
Since that time the Government has
been paying from $L5 1o 32 per ton
more for all the freight it has shipped
to Manila than was exacted of commer-
clal shippers.

By this nefarious system not only
does the Government suffer a loss
through the increased freight rate, but

|
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Coast s discriminated against in this
matter. On the low freight rate which
the foreign steamers make by way of
the Suez, there is bound to be a diver-

Boes of rotten oats and bave repeatedly

charge at New York, there would be no
Turther fattening of the Boston million-
alres" wallets &t the expense of the Gov-
emment and Portland bidders  would
have an opportunity to do business on
business principles

REFEAL OF TIMBER AND sTONE ACT.
Yenterday's dispatches recarded the
refusal of the public jands commitlies
of the House to allow the bill prepared
In acocrdance with the recommendation
of the Public Lands Commisajon for the
repeal of the timpber and sione act to
bave a show for its life in the House
By repetition of last year's tacties the
DT has been killed for this sesslon alwo,
This w1l be glad news 1o many & man
who has his eye on & quarter section,
that he can duy from the Nation for
40 and them seil to = syndicale for
S1000; aled 10 those speculators who, by
this means, have a chance 1o round off
thely ownership and pick up some leav-
ings from thelr last gathering-in.

It Wil administer yet another snub
to the forrstry officlale. who have been
trying 10 establish a3 wise and rational
forestry system, of which the founda-
tionn should b the ownership by the
Nation of the land on which the timber
grows, the sale of the timber, as it
ripens, at something like its real valuoe,
the chance to reforest the lands.
Al The Reclamation Service will see
anvtheyr proof that ite teaching, on the
function of timber lands in conservatjion
of water supplies, has fallen on deaf
TUTE,

S0 the wenry work has te begin
again. The dJdeciding Impolse jn the
Wyoming Congressman's mind pecms
to be thal becager (u his onn state
there i no timber nd morth presery-
ing. therefore no other state shmil have
& chance to Bave ita forests protected.

IR MILITARY AERM.

T™he United States is essentinlly a
peaceful Nation. It has not during aii
the years of ita existence, antil recent-
Iy, maintained more than a nucleus of
an army. Yet within the period of fis
National life |t has expended opon itw
war tstablishment, including the pay-
mrnt of penstons, the enormous sam of
S 50N.000.000. This fact is shown in a
tabulated siatement incloded In an in-
teresting and instructive article by Mr,
F. L. Huidekoper, in the current num-
ber of the North American Review,

Mr. Huldekoper, In discoursing upon
our milltary methods and histors,
agrees with the opiniona of Genernl
Emery Upton and other writers who
pre accepied as wuthorities upon the
sdhject. He contends that our sysiem
i wrong and that she peice we have
pald and which we ahall oontinue (o
pay If that system s not changed, Is
reckoned in billlons of dollars and hun-
dreds of thousands of 1tves, muach of
this vital expenditure belug neodless
Our military «ystem. n his view, is
h.m-a upan a gearral miscovcoeption. In
support of this view he says:

Animated By the derply rosted Anghs Saznon
Trpugnane to & iarge sanding semy aed
auyiting which smarks of militartem fn the
wightss: degree, ma as & peopds cling with
sstuniabing tenacity o e rificglous fRllacy
thet a citheen with & mosket = fully squal
iIf ot supsrior, to the Lmined soidier, buth In
courage and efMeclenyy.

N is the purpose of Mr. Huidekoper
In this article to show what it has cost
the Nation 10 cling to this |dea.
Whether it will or will not be convine-
iug to the army of readers that It has
found, it well repaye perusal. [t s,
moreover, jJost bow particularly tumely
in view of the recent submission by
Becreviry Tuft of ten imporiant meas-
ures for the improvement of our mill-
tary establishment.

One of the costliies: mistakes of the
old system has been in placing raw re.
cruits pnder the command of civilian
ofMicers (too often merely mons of their
fathers), who were lNitle or not at all
familiar with their work or their duties
The new system seeks to obviate this
mistake by making the Natlonal Guard
a training school for men who will In
some measure be qualified 1o answer a
call for officers In an emergency ke
that which confronted the Nation at
the outbreak of the Civil and later of
the Epanish War. But the regular ser-
vice iteelf needs A housecieaning, as
shown by the number of minor officers
who went from the political to the mil-
frary camp without earning thelr shoul-
der-strape.

A careful, intelligent and just system
of promotion s necessary If the efl-
clency of the Army Is 1o be maintained
at & high standard. This is the puxzie
which military auathorities have set
themselves to salve, and it Is & perplex-
ing one. Promotion only by senlority
is a mistake that has been too often
demonstrated; promotion by selection is
jargely open to that personal and polit-
jcal favoritism which has been apparent
in recent years. It is recalled that this
system recently made General Adna R.
Chaffee an officer on the staff of Leon-
ard Wood; that It makes brigadiers of
the line out of doctors, as In the case of
Wood; out of commissary officers, as In
the cases of Bliss and Weston; out of
ordnance officers, as in the case of Cro.
sler. and out of captmine of cavalry, as
in the cases of Bell and Mills, while
trained soldiers of forty years only at-
tain that rank as In the recent case of
Butler Price, by depriving the Army of

All experience proves that an eficlent
army depends upon efficient officera. Tt
is urged, therefore, that in the im-
provement of our military establish-

E_
H

A
-

i

L ¥
A

4

x

OREGONIAN, FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 1806. v

cancies are filled at the bhottom elther
from Weat Polat eor from civil life
This system offers prospect of promo-
tion to all, without unfairness Lo any.
By it the Incapable und Inefficient are
“eliminated™ and inferior soldiers are
not jumpad over the heads of better
men.

Secretary Taft, in letiers accompany-
ing the proposals recently submitted,
refers o the present system of promo-
tion as *“bad now, but certain to become
intolerable unless a cure is applied”
Mr, Huldekoper's mriicle s opportune,
since it cannot fall to call further at-
tention to conditions to which the Sec-
retary of War refers.

Of course, our foreign trade lan-
guishes for want of shipe in which to
send our wares abroad. Every subsidy-
shrieker who gets over the boundary
line immediately sends back = doleful
report of the lack of American ships
and altendant.loss of trade. In the
midst of this chorus from the begging
brigade it is refreshing 10 nole an bon-
eal statement of conditions as they ac-
tually exist, Edward C. O'Brien, United
Siates Minister 1o Uruguay, seands the
department a detaiied Iist of all steam-
ship lines running to the River Plata.
Qf the British lines ten run from Eu-
ropean ports and nine from the United
States, This majority of one is more
than offset by three of the lines from
New York having a week!y service and
three a fortnightly service, while only
one of ihe lines from European ports
has a weekly service. The next time
that the Hon. John- Barrett goes to
Bouth America it Is tobe hoped that he
w il communicate with Mr. (VBrian and
thus avoid the necessity of sending
back word that it is necessary for him
to travel to Europe fn order teo reach
South America from the United States.

Real estate Lransfera in this cliy for
the month of February reached a total
of $2.269,150.67, an average of more than
$100.000 for every businesa day of the
month. These gratifving figures were
scored without including the true valu-
ation of more than 5 per cent of the
properiy which changed hands. Nearly
all of the heavy buying thet was done
by the rallroads, appears In the trans-
fers at the nominal figure of §1. From
a statistical standpoint this method of
hiding the truth is even more mislead-
ing than the prevalling system of tak-
Ing out bullding permits at from one-
twenileth 1o one-tenth the value of the
bullding involved. All of our slow-
coach efforis to keep our light under n
bushe| are unavailing, however, and the
new bloeod that Is surging in s making
its presence feit. Among Lhessa new
arrivals are people who actuslly be-
lieve that It Is creditabie to the city to
have a 310000 permit taken out for a
510,000 building,

Pr. Andrew D. White made an ad-
dress to Cornell studenis recentiy,. In
which he sald that “the number of
homicides in the United States, that are
punished by lynching, exceeds the nume-
ber punished by due process of jJaw.™
It i= probably true, More than proba-
biy; becuuse Dr. White is noted for ac-
vurecy of statement, and he must
have made the necessary inquiry. It
proves iwa lhings. Firsi, that there
are too f=w executions by dus process
of law; second. that In consequence
there are (oo many lynchingm

The reign of grace among the insur-
ance companies (= about over. Stuyve-
sant Fish hus been turred out of the
Mutual Life’s investigating ocommitiee
because he nanted to Investigate, and
i1 is madd that Standard Oil w1l punish
him further for his audacity by forcing
him oot of the presidency of the INi-
nols Central. If this keeps on, M.
Firh may become the wife of the Pres-
Mient of the United States in apite of
herself.

Tar Fast! Leegonian wanis an Easern itre.
g man for Kasterm Ovegon, It wrgess East-
om Oregom people to stand frmiy for such @
camdidazs, If Fonlmod will net voluntariy
yirld & deservand and jast sbare of the hamors
then ot Kam “take the bit in bher
troth™ and forvibly take poessssios of ber
own. —Pendiston Fas: Oregontan,

Yet the East Oregordan, as a good
Democratic newspaper must and
should and will suppurt Hon, John M.
Gearin, of Portland.

The notlon thet foreign Immigration
promotes crime gets a setback from
Massachusetts statistics. In the last
ten years the population of that state
has increased 30 per cent, mostly from
immigrants, while the number of prison
inmates has decreased. The Springfield
Republioan attributes the advance in
morality to the public schools,

E———

Should Taft become President of the
United Btates, he would be the first
Yale graduate to altsin that distinc-
tion, Yale alumni cannot Isck poiitical
glory as long as Chauncey Depew sur-
vives, but it would be soothing to thalr
pride to see one of their number In the
Presidential chalr—especially one who
would Al it as well as Taft.

The orthodox Russian Church has a
pleasant future In store for Tolstol
His eternal abode '» to be a white-hot
fron pot with a tight Hd, where he is to
fry to the songs of rejoicing deviin
As for Pobledonostseff and the Crar,
thelr barps and wings are all prepared.
Such is orthodoxy.

To swell {1z figures of the cost of gas
production, the Portland Gas Company
figures “depreciation™ of plant at about
$50,000 per year, or 14.45 cents per thou-
sand fest of gas produced. Perhaps
that i# the explanation of poor gas—ihe
plant depreciates- so- fapidly.

ia Portland and throughout Oregon
we shail have rather strenvous times,

© THE SILVER LINING. |  NEW YORK'S GAS WAR. | OREGON IS ON THE MAP. -
B A Bailard. Eight Per Cent on Capital Actually Wall Street Summary.

Vers De Soclete,

T Nttie thought, as in | passed,
Bowing 1o her among the rest.
That [ should leave the room at lasg
With an arrow in my breast. '

Lihtle 44 1 understand

Bho never from my mind would go,

And when [ touched her soft, white
hand

1 wondered why I trembied wo.

But when [ looked into her face,

And when [ listened to her songs,

I pondered, T have run my race

And here Is where my bheart belongs''!
- - -

Never hedge. Stay with your coavie-
tions.,

Philosophy Is the mind trying to find
out 1ts own littie
- - -

Definitions.

Tips on the Race of Life.)

KiSS—something & woman gives with
pleasure and & man reluctantly. It Is
better to purchase them in the open mar-
ket. They are cheaper that way. One
Eiven with pleasurd gometimes costs hun-
@reds of doilars in the end

ROGOM—A space bounded by four walls
& celiing and a foor that have nelther
sars nor longue.

JOKE-A word used o denote the hard-
em kind of labor pext to prison labor.

GIRIL—~A possession really pomessed by
the ather fellow.

EYES-Daggers used skilifuily by fe-
males In all civilized countries.

HAND—A conavenient appenduge to a
woman which, when held firmly, is equiv-
alent to holdiog her entire p=if on your
Iap. It generally remains nuiet., has a
&entle disposition and will stand without
hitching. But sometimes it scratehes.
CAT—Generic tarm (aimost obsolete) for
certaln kKinds of human beilngs who wear
skirts,

PETTICOAT—A garment that prevents
the pothing-underneath effect,

ETOCKING—A curiously shaped keg
made of soft material and wom by
schoolmarms to keep the fest warm and
other purpeses. It may be made atirac-
tive when istended to be seen.

SHOE—The modern sandal used to de-
form the human foot.

TAILOR—A perpetual creditor,

EWEETHEART -The prettiest word in
the Englivh laoguage. It usually repre-
sents the only really sincere feeling of
affection of which anyone is capable.

- - -

There is no doubt that this ety Is go-
ing to ba liberally supplied with banks.
The best part of it Is that the people
have pienty of momey to put in them.

- - - =
The surest hedp 1o & woman's pain
Is the magic phrase, “Let's have cham-
pague"

- - -
T know that my deceiver Hveth,
God sadd “Tat there be light™;
Adams Immediately produced it.
. s =

and

Adams charged too muck at the very
beginning, 3o they compromised on using
the sun for general purposes, the garden
of Eden inclustve.

- - -

The Adams family have been monkey-
ing with Mluminants at high rates ever
since.

- . -

Of all sad words ¢'er written by man
The saddest are these, "Hg also ran.”
- - -

The most accepiable persan in the world
Is the woman who admvires you Fvery
man down in his soul knows that he s
no good: but be is always tickled beyond
measurs when a fine woman begins to

believe In him and praise him.

- - -
Thought for the Day.
A linle money, lrse or more,
Records the days an they pass by,
Dayes and months and years galore;
Why do we worry, you and I7?

A little mopey, more or less,

That fs all that can be said.

T2t's culttvate God's tendemrmess;

The sun will shine when wa are dead.

Feclesiastical Billingsgate,
Raltimors Herald.

That the art of heated and Incandescent
Invective la mot fined to politick
dray-drivers and longsbhoremen s showm
by the following extracts from a Phila-
delphia clergyman’s pubiltshed tribute to a
fellow ecciesinstic:

“Tociforsug and pessimistic cur.,™

“A desperata pamphletesr ™

“Unlike the gentleness and humility of the
dumb ™

“This inflated pugiliet.™

“Even when the Lord appears the serond
time. it wouid be Just like this small animal
to rear up and bark &t the sound of the
trumpete, an if to say: ‘T will Dot allow
e

“Rolf-contered, iname, mechantical, illiter-
atr and masd svangeiist.”

Has been smitten with the stupidity of &
Jodicial blindpest ™

“A mongre! Calvinist.™

“This caluminator.”

“SianSe welf-convicied either of Intellec-
teal imbectiily or of strious moral depravity.
or possibly bath.™

“A ratable exhibit of obfusticated cere-
Bration

“Hia ehronle habite of malignant innvends
and miscepressntation remind one of the ne-
tarious lage.""

Hero Worship and Maps.
8t. Nicholas.
Hero worship, 100, has had a hand in
the making of maps. We have postoffices
bearing the name
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°| the announcement of 8-cent gas for Man-

Employed Is s Falr Retarn.

New York Preas.

ALBAXY, Feb 2 -Governor Higgios
wants an Shcent gas bill passed by the
Legisiature. There was no mistaking the
meaning of Governor Figgine tomight
when he said It was the duty of the Leg-
islature 1o pass an S-cent gas bill for
New TYork Clty without delay.

The Governor expressed the opinion that

hattan made today by the State Commis-
slon would, If put into force, stand the
tese of the courts. He was sure the Leg-
islature could sgecifically delegate its pow-
ers to the commisajon, but he feared Nti-

rate, the Governor was sure the Legisla-
ture could find no good reasom for oppos-

clslon of the Gas Commission was expect-
ed by him,

“They brought 1o me.” he replied. “the
detailed figures on which their decision is
hased. 1 therefore knew In a genera] way
of their conclusions. 1 think that an §
per cent refurn to the gaa cOompany on

The reduction in price should increase the
consumption, and with the economies to
be brought about to the Consolidated Gax
Company by the establishmen: of the
plant at Astoria, there should be an in-
crease In the ratio of profit lo the com-
pany from i(ta sales”

“Do you regard the order as confisca-
tion™ he was asked,

“T do not.™

The Btate Commission of Gas and Fliec-
tricity In fixing the price at 30 cents today
sald that “on the evidence It iy question-
able whether the _onsolidated Gas Com-
pany has franchizssg of any cansidervable
value The commission believes that these
franchises, granted by the prople without
competsation, should mot be capitalized
against the public, thereby compelling the
public 1o pay a profit upon the wvalue of
the favor granted by it The seeming
injustice of requiring & corporation to pay
taxes upon a franchise and at the same
time refusing to allow the capitalization
af thay franchise is sophistical, not real
The franchise tax is pald by the corpora-
tion, but charged against the public ns an
expanse of operation, and In reality |=
therefore pald by the consumer, not by
1hs company.™

The commission And that the Consoli-
dated Company is earning at least § per
cent on {ts watered stock. In the findings
against the Consolidated Gas Company
thers is the promise that a reduction will
soon bo ordered in Brookiyn and The
Bronx. The members denvy that thev
wers forced to act because of the bill by
Senator Stevens legialating thems our of
office. In the present condition of the
lagislature, with virtually no leadership.
1t 4 imposaible to say whather Governor
L«Ii“uml will have his way on an M-cent

The Maligned Newspaper Reporter.

FEvervbody's Magazine.

A common charge brought against
newspaper reperters is tha: they are
heartiess, that they revel in laving be-
fore the world the closely guarded se-
eretn of Individuals. It constantly hap-
pens that a reporter must do unpleas.
ant things becauss others have heen
mullty of those violations of custom. law
or convention that make news. Tha op-
probrium that belongs to the real of-
fender Is not infrequently heaped upon
ihe Innocent reportar, Thers Is no work
A reporter detestn 8o much as that nvolv.
ing & soclal scandal, mnd there s no
story that a large percontage of readers
will devour more eagerly. Thare isn't a
good reporter living who has not been
Kullty of that blackefg, least-forgivable
of all journalistle crimes, ‘throwing down’
his newspaper. to protect a heipless per-
san innocently Invelved In & legitimate
news atory that i= a matter of public
record. On the whola, the news-gatherern
are a tender-hearted folk and generous
and that which-often passes for cyniciem
s an Intense hatred and contampt for
shams. If they appear susplclous |t is
becauss long experience has taught them
that they must comstantly guard against
deception. There s no walk of life o
good reporter i not compelled. sooner ar
Iater, to Invade, and his position is the
trying one of heing compelled either to
sain the confidence of or ourwit those
he meeta thers. -

The First Artificial Fire.

Bt Nicholas

In the eourse of time a man somswhere
in the workd hit upon a plan of kindMng
A fire without having any fire to begin
with; that is to say, he hit upon a plan
of producing a fire hy artificial meana
He knew that by rubbing his hands to-
gether very hard and very fast he could
make them very warm. Then he asked
himself the questfon: Can a fre be kin-
disd by rubbing two pieces of wood to-
gether, if they are rubbed hard enough?
He placed upon the ground a plece of
perfectly dry wood and rubbed this with
the ead of & sick untll & groove was
made. In the groove a fine duat of wond
—a kind of sawdust—was made by the
rubbing. He went on rubblng hard and
fast, and behold, the dust In tha groove |
began to glow! He placed mome dry grass
upon the embers and blew upon them
with his breath, and the grass hurst into
a flame. Here for the first time a man
kindled a fire for himmsif. He had in-
vented the match, the greatest invention,
perhaps. In teh history of the world.

The Reasonable Interpretation.

Artington Record.
17 the Republicans have a majority in
the Legisiature and vote for their nom-
inee as the law contemplates there will
be no contest over the SBenatorship in the
Legiainture. If the Democrats or any other
party elects a majority of the Legislators,
they are presamed to siect the man far
Banaior who recelved the plarality of the
voten for Bepalor of the pariy they rep-
resent. No other reasonabie construction
can be put on the law.

Pictares in the Smoke,

I leave such work to Riley. Ie! him Induce
1rare
With poems of (he yesterday and Joys of

Othe. Years!
Yot what affiatua e Im me comes surming
mu—-lﬁﬂmmemu‘-m-

mu‘?ﬂm ic Things 1 jeyfally In-
the pictures—the ta
m::;huw ot piciures
No sweetheartm of the t Have Baen are In
- those dreams of 3
Gweandolyn or Margarel, no Kale or Cars
- ishly [ vowed, i

the speculator.

From Manitoba comes an announcement

that there are at present in the Canadian
Northwest not less than 30,589 Americans,
or about one-third of its entire population.
This Is the section 0 which reference has
been made as the “wheat belt,” and whdle'
iracts are now exclusively settied by res-
fdents of the United States. in 1885 only
0 homesteads were allotted to Americans,;

in 1887, 1900 were apportioned; in 1850, 2.

000; in 1900, 35,000, and last year, more than
.00 took up their habitation under the

Dominlon government. This year SO0

Americans are expected.

This tide of emigration from the United
States is a manter of vital interest, be-

cause [t tends to depopulate our own agri-

cultural sections, and, moreover, the
transfer to Canada of muech wealth and
farming experience. The majority of -our
citlzens who cross the border are skilled

in farming pursults, and are sald to bring

with them, on un average, 51000 each man.
If this be correct, we have lost by this
movement maoney running far Inw the
milltons.
The cause of this exodus is atiribured to
In 130 [t was noticed that
the homesteads in our varjous Western
States were practically exhausted. and
that the tracts In Minnesota and the Da-
kotas, which had formerly been sold to
farmers by the Northern Pacific. had.
likewise. come to an and. To supply the
new finlds for American conqest, specu-
lators came to Canada, looked over the
sround, purchased millions of acres for u
mere song. and are now living in clover
on the profits of thelr enterprive
This, while highly beneficial to Canada.
I= an irreparable Injury to the United
States, particularty to the raflroads. Here-
tofore emigrant traffic has been worth
about J1.000.6M a year to the railroads, and
on the autherity of President James J.
Hill. of the Great Northern, every new
family setting along lts line is worth $i
A year in freight profita. On this basis
the diversion of J0.000 inhabitants, averag-
Ing five (o & family. meanz the loss to the
rallroads of 5000060 annually, and the
cupstquent gain of that sum by the Cana-
dian rallroads. And as this movement is
Iikely to continue, a still greater loss may
have o be encountered as timo passes,
That this tide cannot be turned Dixie-
ward ix a condition to be greatly deplored:
and more particularly In view of the re-
eent  confersnce at Chattancogs, when
ways und moans were discussed by the
Uovernors and representatives of 13 South-
“tm Btates to jnduce emigration South-
ward. The opportunities for agricultursl
and Industrial development of & most di-
versifed character below the old line of
Maszon and Dixon are equal, If not supe-
rior. to those of Canada or our ewn
Northwest, and this would have been
more generally understood If the channcls
of publicity had been eariler invoked. As
it is, much wvaliant sorvice ls now being
done by the press of the South, and as, |
is true, one of ita prominent exponents
preaches that “the development of the
South is the enrlehment of the Nation,™
hefore it be too lute we should take stepx
o =ave 1o our own couniry its citipens,
with theic experiencs and wealth, by a
counter transfer movement Southward.

What the Country Needs,

Ashland Tiding=.

FProspactive settlers from the East
and Middie West arc pouring tnte Ore-
gon by the hundreds und thousands, oy
couraged by the existing favorsble
rallroad transportation retes. South-
ern Oregon s geiting a share of them
and many are finding thelr way o
Rogue River Valley., It Iz gratifying
to note that many of them are people
of considerable means, and come pre-
pared to buy an orchard or farm or to
improve unimproved lunds which they

purchase. This is encournging. The
Hogue River Valley towns as
not need =0 mucn people to  en-

Eage In mercantile and similar busi-
ness entarprise to compete In & fAeld
already well crowded, nor people with-
out at least amall means and a will 1o
work—but producers are necded to fill
up and develop the surrounding coun-
try: people who will produce something
of use to themselves and thelr nelgh-
bors at home or abroad, farmers, fruii-
growers, stockgrowers, dairymen, poul-
trygrowers. More divelopment of our
mines and waler powers and general
wealth of natural resources Ix called
for. Most towns could, spare a news-
puprr or a store and not suffer, but ail
need additiong to their payrolls

His First Bribe. I

McAiister (Indian Territory) News

The editor of this paper begs to ac-
knowladge receipt for the first bribe of
his editorial carcer. Some days agn wae
made inquirles of one of our society
young ladies concerning a news item and
eliciied the following reply: “Yes, ft's
true, but ple-g-e-case dan't print it in
the paper. If you leave It out, I'Il give
you a4 nikel’s worth of peanuts.™

We are not passionately fond of pea-
nuts, but gallantry is our long sull. That
“please™ would have separated us from
our overdraft at the bank without a
single regret. So we omitted the stors
It wasn't anything very startliog, an)-

WAy
This marning a Senegambian gentleman,
by about six Inches of pleasant
smile, wafted Into the editorial sanctom
with a package under his arm about the
size of a week's washing.

Peanuts! The whole family will bhe
kept busy for a week eating up the oul-
wanl and visible manifestations of our
venality. We begin to appreciate the javs
of baing a boodler.

Keep It to Themselves.

Olympla Olympian.

Portland is d=ep in a fight for cheap-
er artificlal gas, which ls accompanicd
by the usual amount of discussion a-
1o the actual cost of manufacture, The
actudl cost of gas, by the way. i= a
matiser about which the gas men ave
not In the hablt of speaking publiciy.
It is Information that they much pre-
fer to Keep to tnemselves,

An Echoed Hour,

W. D. N. in Chicago Tribune.
night, when 1 was dozing, half swaks
and hall! asleep.
Amd the silence ali about me was so mysticall
den
Then 1 m" the path to siumber as of oid
oy haod upom e pillow, Sattened
With w, un-
- e et
And the strangest fancies hurried ta my

dimly drowsy mimi:
1 was lef scroms the bLorders of the nd 1've
‘behind.

Lo

5

It was night—the hush of ewilight—and |
heard the low refrain
OfthPleHd_“' crickets in the meadow

- Il gave ery

To its . mournful measure, and the
u-uvnwm:

And my eves cams halfway opes—and again
upon the wall

Was the flicker of the shadows from the candle
in the bail,

And the walls changed in the magic to the

wally | used to know,
wmmmw-“_ on tham, and the cell-
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