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THE FEOFLE INTEND TO KNOW, YOU
. ENOW,
All who were present st the Investi-
! gation or ingoiry last night into the
-t affairs of the gas <company saw and
. heard, and all who may read the report
thereof this morning in The Oregonlan
. will see, know and realize what mighty
. chang® has taken place, within & vear
; past, in the state of public opinion as to
public-service franchises, with recogni-
= tion by those who hold such franchises
s 2 of the right of the pubilc to know about
¥ them.
Till The Oregonian opened its inguiry
- into these public-=ervice corporations,
Y . operating under franchises, and it= crit-
Wy jctmm nf them began, there was Hitle
thought that the publlc had any rights,
or that there could be any inguiry inte
their business or methods. People had
alwuye paid what was demanded. had
~apbmitted to all exsctions, and never
suppossd they might have redress
But there has been a change. It is
wonderful. Last night we gol some im-
portant parts of the secrets of & public.
morviee corporstion—ihe Portland Gas
Company—which It never would have
been possible to obiain before, The
company realized that it had to give
pp. and it &id. That i=, the general
and minor details; but it stuck on giv-
mg an account of its capitalization; of
it stock and bond operations: of lis
methods of high or frepsied finance, to
which the people are required to pay
iribute in the price of gas
But much has been gained, and more
will be gained. The principie s estab-
lished. and recognition of it le forced at
Portland, that every individual, every
rorporation, doing busi on & publ
franchise, must render an account Lo
the public, a= fully and ss frequently
as the public may require. This is the
basls of the inquiry Inte the public-
franchise corporations now in progress
in every part of the United States.
The people *“want to know, you
known.” and they wili know, you know.
It i= insolent presumption, on the part
of any public-service corporation, oper-
ated on public franchise and owing fts
very existence to the favor of public
franchise, 1o assume or pretend that i1
hae n right to keep information as to
rany part of its operstions from the
4 knewledgs of the people. No part of
- the bosiness i= 10 be concealed from
e them
Just now there is inguiry into the gas
business. 11 I8 in progress from one
#ide of the continent to the other. It is
# leading topic in New York, in Chi-

up the
poaple, do ax they please and charge
what they please. Gas s to be fur-
nished &t itw cost, with reasonsble profit
only; so is electric light and power; so
is water; so is streel-car service. In
order to get at ull this business, and
to reach a basis for controlling it, we
are to have close examination, rigid in-
spection and serutiny. careful
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ods by which they have been accumu-
lated and multiplied. will be ussiess.
The people “want 1o know, you know,™
and they are golng 1o know, you Knuw.

In countiess miillous, “has taken up his
residence in Roseburg, for no other pur-
pore thun to advance the interests of
the proposed new Oregon & Eastern'
line of railroad.” This ssems 1o be the
“proposed™ road about which some talk
was had through The Oregonian and
throvgh the Portland Chamber of Com-
merce, a while ago.

But if Mr. Woods s not more truth-
ful In bis statements as to the “pros-
pecty” of his “proposed™ road than in
wha! he takes leave 10 say about The
Oregonlun, we shall find our most seri-
ous apprehensions regarding the un-
substantinl nature of that undertaking
confirmed. He tells the Umpqua Valley
News (Roseburg) that “the proposition
i* 10 run a const line from Portland to
a point on Coos Bay., and from there to
some point in Humboldt County, Cali-
fornin™: and also to bulld a “Iateral”™ to
Salt Lake City, “which Mr. Woods saye
his people regard un fully as Important
ns the projected coast line™ AL this
“wre agree 1o have in operation by Jan-
uary 1, 1908—three years from now.”

This l& the swelling prologue Lo the
imperial theme of mighty lying about
The Oregonian, which appears 10 be the
main object of the manifesto issued by
Mr. Woods. He mays: “Of course as
was 1o have been expected, The Orego-
niun bitteriy opposed encouraging our
plans, because 3 majority of The Ore-
goninn stock i owned by the Harriman
system and that paper has to stand pal
for the Southern Pacific. Bul. so con-
vineing have been our arguments that
even The Oregonian has retraoted s
former declaration that it was & bad
cases of hot air and the like, and now
thut paper admits that our prospecis
are most excellent for bullding and put-
ting the pew line in operation™

The Oregonlan expressed doubl, as
ail know, of the valldity or substantial-
ity of this scheme. It still entertains
such doubt—the more #0 now from such
utterances ae those accredited to Mr.
Woods, Afler a talk with the commit-
tee of commerce of Portland, The Ore-
gonlan, however, safd that it was quite
willing to give the committee credit
for sineerity in baving entertained the
proposition, but for ils own part #
would wait tlll the projectors should
“*make good.” It by no means “retract-
ed its former declaration that It was
& bad case of hot air.,” but sald, refer-
Ting to the representations made by the
committes, that thers was a difference
of opinlon, as between the commitiee
and The Oregonlan, which would have
to wait for solution. We are waiting,
and we think everybody 8 walting.
with increasing doubl, every day. For
now behold those who were talking of
men with mmense money behind them.
who had everyrthing prepared, and were
golng to execuie this mighty project
right off, saying that “our prospects
are most excellent for buliding and
putting the new line into operation.”™
The Oregonian is sorry indeed that the
undertaking dwindled to a “prospect.”
so soon. But nowise surprised. When
we get this rallroad, as The Oregonian
hag heretofore siated, congratulatory
scknowledgments will be due from The
Oregonlan. We shall get L. we sup-
pose, from these projectors, at the
Greek Kalends, but shall dine meantime
with Duke Humphrey. Yet! doubtless it
will be bullt by somebody, some time

One more word, abou! another state-
ment of this vagrant adventurer and

and that paper
stand pat for the Bouthern Pacific.”
is wel] enough known, by all who know
anything, who the owners of The Ore-
gonian are, and by whom the paper is
directed and controlled. The chief
owner and stockholder of The Orego-
nian is Henry L. Pittock, notl unknown
In Oregon, «fter hia residence here and
the work he has done thess fifty years
interest
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not be turned over soon encugh to pre-
vent the slump. Of course in some of
these unfortunate ventures Mr.

self out angd values had settled o &
heaithy basis

With the memory of what happened
at that time still fresh -in her mind,
New York s showing a disposition to
cerase buylng. There ha® besn a rem-
pant bull market for montha, for over
a year In fact, and the more cautious
truders are showing signs of apprehen-
sion that they, like Morgan, may “get”
something ut a high price and be com-
peiled to carry it down through a long
period of declining markets, or cloas I
oul at a sacrifice. This is the cause of
the dull trading of which the New York
stock market reporl has complalned so
much recently. Henry Clews, whose
conservatismn s somewhat! more pro-
noanced than that of the average Wall-
street opevator, in his weekly financial
review sounds a nole of waming of a
probabie emash in prices. In his opin-
fon all bullish influences have been
overdiscounted. there s a scarcity of
money, and a great increase in new se-
curities. Bank reserves are low, and
are not being strengthened from the
West, as In former seasons, for the rea-
=on that the West s just at present ex-
ploiting on a large scale industrial un-
dertakings at home. Thir bas necessi-
tated the borrowing of considerable
maney abroad.

Mr, Clews uffords no comfort for the
holders of high-priced stocks when he
states quite emphatically that “there s
no cure for the present situation except
further liguidation, and any attempt to
carry on the ppward movement under
existing conditions will Inevitably jead
to difficulty.” With the West still em-
ploying a great many milllons of East-
ern capital in developing lis resources,
it &, of course, impossible for New
York o experience a financial strin-
gency without! some of the ripples from
the disturbance being noticeable here,
but never again will the "overplaying™
of the New York stock gamblers have
the detrimontal «ffect on the West that
it has had in panics of the past. This
i« due Inrgely to the fact that the West
has for sale enormous quantities of sta-
ple commodities of which the world
stands ever in need.

The stock market report in yester-
day's Oregontan noted a heavy decline
in New TYork traction stocks, and in
Reading Rafiroad shares. On the same
page was an account of sales of more
than 100,080 head of Oregon sheep at the
highest prices pradd in twenty-five years,
There are a good many milllon people
in the world who may Dot care to buy
traction stocks or Reading preferred,
but they will bury mutton, even when
the money market Is tight. Consoli-
dated Gas was akso reported weak In
New York, where the H0-cent rate
threatened to create necessity for re-
mowvil of some of the water In the
stock. Locally, where we ship prunes
by the trainload. the market for that
staple was reported finm and higher,
with stocks well cleaned up. In New
York, Amalgamated Copper suffered a
heavy loss, bot in Oregon, the greatest
lumber state In the Union, there was a
substantial advance on the price of
lumber,

Let us sell the prunes, lumber, sheep,
wool, hops, whea!, salmon and a large
number of other staples which bave
made Oregon famous, and we care not
who sells Reading preferred, Amalga-
mated or New York tractions. Our sta-
ple trading commodities grow much
more rapldly than those to which the
East is accustomed, and the world
stunds in greater need of them. The
threatened war In Europe would un-
doubtedly cu! down the prices of some
securities fn New York that were being
carried on foreign capitul. but It would
enhance the value of a greal many sta-
ple producis throughout the West.
L There are signs of an approaching
financial squail for the speculators who
have been plunging too heavily in in-
vestments which lack stability of value,
but a commercial cataclysm which
would sweep some of the Stock Ex-
change securities into ruln would touch
hundreds and thousands of legitimate
enterprises with the breath of a

manent

4

4
:

ghi
i5,
i

5
¥
:

ZE'EE'
by !25

g
i

thing. there has never yet
necesalty—in this country, shad-
by possidle famine and urged on
needs of milllons of people—for
Government reclamation schemes
works. It i In far advance of
conditions that the Federal Gov-
1t has even now undertaken the
tlon of desert wastes (n the
vast Rocky Mountaln region. But that
it has been undertaken insures, with
certainty, a beneficent result when the
need comes
e

Something over (wWo years ago an Ore-

gonlan representative visited the west

!

BEj

%

ventured the opinion that the white
man’s religion had sccomplished noth-
ing for the west coast Indian in the
way of improving mind or morals, It
wWas also pointed out that, In many re-
spects, religlon had proved a positive
detriment to the simpie children of the
forest. The article, of course, provoked
criticlan:, and an attempt was made to
show in contradiction that religion had
done much for the isolsted red men.
The extent to which the white man's
religion has affected them Is disclosed
in an interview in yesterday's Orego-
nian with Rev. Charies Moaer, a Bene-
dictine miasionary from Clayoquot, In
discussing the Valencia wreck, he
states that the Indlans could have
reached those In distress *“if Induce-
mente had been made.” He further
states that when the Indians learned
that %15 was belug offered for the re-
covery of a body, many of them started
out in thelr canoes and brought in the
dead. In the opinion of this minister
of the gospel, It would have been bet-
ter had the indlans been offered 330 for
every passenger rescued, but no one
made the offer, and the Indians re-
mained at their homes™ This brutal
Indifference to the fate of helplesa
women and children may Indicate a re-
ligious training. but it Is nothing that
can be pointed to with any great degree
of pride.

The encouragement given to boys of
the manuil training classes of the pub-
llc schools to build nesting-boxes for
wrens, blusbirds and swallows, through
prizes offered by the Oregon Audubon
Boclety, Ia pralsenorthy. Both benuty
and utillty will be served In this con-
test. while the achlevement will carry
with it gratification at sesing these
birds suugly housed, weil worth the ef-
fort that it costs. The hand of the boy
will be trained, his Interest In animat-
ed nature aroused, and the profective
feeling that is the first impulse of cultl-
vated manbood wili be invoked. A
measure of this kind Is worth more
than all the ordinances that a munici-
pality can enact for the protaction of
bird ilfe within {ts limits. The reason
for this is obviows: It takes away the
Iincentive to destroy—so strong In the
nverage boy, who has not yet attnined
the age of responsibility, and it substi-
tutes therefor an Impulse to provide
for weaker creatures, that have as Jis-
tincily as himself a place in the grand
scheme of life. The Iaw  restrains
through fear of punishment: the pro-
tective impulse, through desire 1o pro-
tect. The one s [rom without—the
other from within,

An Okiahoma oll dealer has just testi-
fied under oath that, while In the em-
ploy of the Standard Oll Company, he
was instructed to get samgples of ol
from rival companies "If he had to steal
them.” This testimony would seem to
offer a good text for one of young
Rockefeller’'s characteristic homilies on
stealing and lying. The young man
could dliate at length on the evil ways
of the opponents of the Standard OHl in
withholding these samples from hose
who had assumed a divine right over
them. He could also show the futliity
of all opposition 10 a concern which he
srems certain is working under the ex-
clusive patronage of Divine Providence.
The Okishoma man has not yet finished
his testimony, but when it is all in it
will undoubtedly disclose, as usunl. that
the Standard Ol stole the wells, If the
stolen samples were satlsfactory.

When Baron Komura traveled across
the Pactfic on one of Mr. HIl's big lin-
ers he set & new mark in “tips™ on the
steamer by presenting one of Lhe
haughty soup-servers with 0. Now
comes the mtory from Port Townsend
that Prince Teal Tse, of the Chinese
Imperial Commission. has “seen™
Komura ante and “$alsed™ It §10. Fifty-
dollar tips from the representatives of
& country where (he average wage per
day would be insufficient to purchase a
package of chewing gum certainly tend
to the belief that there are Chinese and
Chinese. If Tsal Tee continues to
maintain the standard he has set on
the first stage of the trip, the expense
account will put a falr-sized crimp In
the royal exchequer.

Mr. Adams, of the gas company,
through his passionate temper, becomes
entirely irresponsible. We shail excuse
the profanity of the blackguerd, and
must regret (o defile the pages of The
Oregonian by reporting him verbatim.
Now it will be undemstood what the
customers of the gas company have to
mest, when they go to the office with
their protlesis and complalnte.

S=gprseppess——

the |

Good Morning.

Tell me not tn mournful numbers
I'm a chump, 1 know it well
Visions haunt me In my slumbers,
Shoewing me I can’t be swell.

Life lg speedy® Life is earneat!

And the grave we're pressing fast:
Earth thou art. to earth returnest;

We are game up to the lust!

Work 'is hard and time s flecting,
And my neart, thouph timorous,

Hath a boller-factory beating,
And ean never make & fuss.

In this town's small field of battle,
In our Portland's dirty streets.

You can bet you'll hear my rattle
When your morning paper greels

If & word of wit, or folly,
If & thought, or quip, or play.
Mages you just a apeck more jolly,
If jt drivea your cares away;

If 1| win a smile at present,
I may win a heart some day.
Try to lsugh, and, so, look pleasant.
Grasp my nand, and shake slway:
A. H. BALLARD.

- - -

It s0’t what you know that couats,
for there is nothing really new under
the sun. It's your original viewpolnt
that makes you important.

- - -

Be brilliant If you can. my boy. bul

be swiflt at all evenis.
- - L]

Seek the gzood In otaers. By some
beneficent and insidious process (v wrill
ake you good yourself.

- - -

God made the world. But a few per-
sons (who Inherited a part of Port-
land) assume that they made it all
and own 1t all

- - -

The most extravagant women in the
world are the New York women. Yes,
and. they are the prettiest also, Balti-
more once had a call on feminine beau-
iy but New York now is far ahead,

- - -

e good and you'll falter. Be bad

and you re sure what you're doing.

- - -
Thove who holler the loudest are
hurt the least
. - .

Borrow is like the measles—the more
it comes to the surface the quicker it
i over,

- - -

Fastidious precision in the use of
languages iz not always possibie. Lan-
Fuage (s mude In the street as well as In
the brary, and we must accept the mean-
ing & word acquires as It passes {rom
mouth to mouth

- - -

As the American magasines improve
ivpuegraphically they plunge deoper
nto a gulf of inteliectunl doliness,

- - -

Be sure yon're right: themn go homs
and think it over,
- - -
Bome like Bourbon and some like Rye.
But we'll all get to Heaven bye and bya

- - -

This is what happened at a cand® pull
In Tennessce:

Sam Hilalr, shot four times in stomach.

Bob Motley, shot twice in gra.

Richard Johason, throat cut,

Occaslonally w they have a prayer
mocting they call te the troops.

- . -

After a while Dr. Morrison will get
down to businesa and tell us somothing
real bad about the Christian Scientists,

- - -

An English scientist is of the opinion
that lnughter i insanity:. that the person
who laughs = Insane temporarfly and
more or lesa viclently. On this the
Omaha World-Herald comments as fol-
lows: “We refuse to be frightenad by
the sminent English scientist. However,
his alarm doctrine may explain one thing.
Possfbly when an English gentleman puts
on a pained and Intellectual expression
of countenance and refuses to laugh at
some of our spasma of Amerkan humor
it & not becanse he doesn™t see the joke,
but merely bacsussa he fa afrald of un-
seating his reason.™

. * & N\

Ovyer 15080000 umibreilas a year are made
in the United States. A few of them are
used In Portland, and the rest are lost.

When It comes to handling Park Boards

Lafe Penoe = right there
- - -

If megroes could always be sure that
An incendiary mob would Nound them im-
mediately apon the event of any charac-
terintie negro depredation, then the ne-
groes would soon berome tractable citi-
zens. Mob law Is not pleasant, but ft i=
sometlmes salulary.

- - -

The annual outbreak of troubles among
the coml mines Is about due. and we hear
the mutterings of the storm as It ap-
proaches

When you think you need a bracer just
brace up in your mind. These sclentists
and professional sharpw of all kinds tell
plenty - of Mes. but their statement that
mind is more powerful than matter hap-
pens 1o be true

- - -

Definitions

(Tips on the Race of Life.)
Book—The salver used at mcetracks

when they take up the collection.
Fool—It's hard to define this, for a fool
boecames wise just as soon as s good
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muddy water requires a sedimentation in addi-
ta the filter. and thers must be enough
arreage of fAlter to aupply water while a
section s being cleaned. Thess filtars cost
about 5000 per acre. more or leess socord-
lng to locatfon, cost of the right kind of
sand rock. cement, drains. etc. There must

The ocet of operation n some European
eitien Im abour §1 for 1000000 galions but
it would prabably be biog moere here

As to mechanical fAlters, thess originated
I the United States at a time when low
Ersl oon. regardiess of permamency of come
sirestisn. was desired by lovestorm  Thess
filters wers simply & cyiinder of iron or wood
Alied with sand. Watler was foreed through
them about 100 times faster than ondinary
mnd fAltering. Slpce then ey have been
developed and brought to Bigh efMiclency. The
efMcacy of mechanical flters depends upom
ihe use of coagulanis, witheut! which enily
the coarser particles are removed. About
roe grein of sulphate of alumina produces
jan efMcacy of 06 to N per cent. bur this
ranit depends upon the condition of water.
They operats with from 2000 w0 3000 galloas
per square fool of area per day and are sald
e oost about 0 per mjoare fool, sexclusive af
boildings, pumps, etc., Wwhich somelimes
double th- comt. Ou sccount of the cost of
the congulant the comt of operation s & 14
il more than the cost of cperating a show
sand Alter.

Gonerally speaking. asfow sand filters ars
vonstdered more efficient in removing bac-
teria than mechanical Alterm. Put some of
the best modern mechanical plants seem 1o
show = great pear cent of efficlency =8 the
slow sand plants. They require leas ground,
are unaffected by the weather and are coa-
vemlent (o operale.

Thorough MAitmation removes about M per
cent of the bacteria. If & water supply can
bBe taken from some mountsin stresm at &
point n the mouniains where [ew or no people
live nesar It or from springs which are the
outflow of deep strata. it s = good safe
water supply. Otherwise the water should
e filtered. WILLIAM B. CITASE

FEOPLE'S CHOICE.™

Demeocratic Vagaries as o the Elec-
tlon of U. 5. Senator.

EUGENE. Or. Feb. IT.—(To the Eéitor)
—While much has besn sald coneerning
“Swmtement No. 1," there Ia oma phame of
the matter that, o far as I have peen,
remalne untouched.

Democratic newspapers and pollticians are
wo insistent uponm the sirict observance of
that part of the primary law that they
wonld bave every legiulative candidate, eape-
cially Republiean eandidates sign  the
pledge 0 vote for the “people’s cholce™
for United States sesdtor, unconditionally.
wheraby ecach and evers Senater and Rep-
reaentative would be under obligations (o
vota for the sams man Buat what of their
record, when they have had opportunity to
rmphasise thelr approval of such method
ef electing United Siates Senstora?

It =il be remembered that, under (he
Mays law, ex-Governor Jeer. having re-
celved & Inrge majority over C E 8 Wood
mt the June election of 12, was according

“THE

his party by naming Mr Wood. his appoint-
ment of Mr Gearin would ndicate that he
did not consider such obligation binding
when applled 10 the Democratic party. but
oniy as to the Republican party, as the

binding an obligation to sult his own indi-
vidual preference, with what grece does
this persistent ciamor for the observance of

Youth of All Ages Need Sunshine
and Flowers.

PORTLAKD. Feb 27.—(To the Editer)—
The public generaily will not inderse tHe
dmintie delusd of Marcus W, Rob-
btins, expressed in his letter ontitled “Pal-
Incton.” and pubifshed In your Sunday eodi-
tion. He can claim no more for Nimself
—nor even so much—than bs accords Arls-
totle, J. Ogden Armour or ~“The Preachers
and Monument Buildern.™ faor they were In-
ar tal In prom ing faliscien In
sut a single direction, while your corres-
pendent endeavors to cast this gleomy
cloud over evervthiog—mortal and !mmer-
tal. The youth of all agesa need all the
hi and 0O we gErown-up pee-
pia can give them. mainly for the purpose
of plioting them through this lake of fal-
lacies. When the girl or boy stapa Iinto
the arena of the Infinite and with a singls
mad stroke or rash ac: extinguishes the
candle of life, In a majority of caser the
caune (s & 1ual er iy = et
that the universe (n & fallacy and becayss
of it 1ife and eternily aro a mockery. This
in the conclusion reached by Your corres-
pondent—a fallacy which every im of

nature rises to refute

HENRY 5. WESTBROOCK.

A PLEA FOR MONUMENTS.

The Time Is for the Making of the

City Beautifal.

PORTLAND. Feb. 20 —(To the Editor. ) —To
an observer, one who has seen tha world's
wark, in the arts and wsciented, ont fisle
here In Portlund the lack of the monumenial
festures. Baltimore han been  called ke
menumental city. There are many fine meon-
uments there, but here Lhers are none. New
Orisans, Richmend and other citles af DMwia
bosst of thelr monuments. Why not Port-
land” The Fasern vcitien have their edu-
cational momomenis pointing to the valor of
their heroes in thelr multiplieity. Why Bot
Portland?

The many trianguiar lots of Portland are
most excellent siles for menuments of &
Liniwin, a Washington. a MeKimnley. type
of the patrioiic, of the American Revolution.
the Clvii War and the Spanish-American
War, the arts and eciences. navigation, valor
of Oregon’s sons and daughters, apd & muylrt-
tude of other notable subjects, wd mfAniton:

The most resparkable thought of the many
minds (hat visited the Lewis and Clark Ex-
pomtion was, “Where are your monumentaT”
You have them “native’” 34 & rmeatter of
course m your Mount Hood. Mount 8t Hel-
+nz, Mount Adams, Moun: Jefferson and
Mount Ratnier, but where are the splendid
masterpleces of man, the chiseling of the
marbie, cast bronze, carvinge. Irescoes, pain.-
ings. the fancies of the muny fertile minds
that Portland is blessed with? This la the
time for the esthetle, und the esthetic In art
is the making of the city beautiful.

“‘JLLIAM WORDEWORTH GOODRICH,

NEED OF CANTEEN IN ARMY,

But Its Restoration by Congress Is
Not Likely .at This Time.
Boston Evening Transcript
A bil) has been introdaced In Con-
gres® and i’ now belfore the commit-
tee on military affalirs, providing for
the restoration of the Army canteen.
We do not look for its passage, partly
because of the tmidity of members
who do not dare displease n certain
| element In their constituencies, and
partly because the legi=lative grist is
s0 large that It Is not likely to be

reached. Questions of expediency and
gquestions of moral regulation that
have been recontly settled. even

though such settilement was wWrong,
stand a poor chance of reconsidera-
tion against the pressure of new prop-
ositions. But we belleve this will ba
an ever recurring question until it s
sottled right Were it put upon Its
merits and given r bia ider-
ation, It ought not! take long to dis-
pose of (. The cantesn has now besn
out of commisslon for several years.
It is possible to determine with almost
absolute certainty by the weight of
evidence whether its abolition has bheen
a benefit or an injury to the military
serviee and has helped or hurt the
moraix of the American aoldier.

The action was taken In deference
to the prejudices of many people. no
doubt well-meaning. who deplored
serving beer and light wines to the
Army. The canteen had been an in-
stitutlon of long standing. It was
abolished on the theory that |t worked
Injury to the morale and discipline of
the Army. That theory has now had
& thorough test, and the guestion to be
decided is whether or not It was justi-
fied. If the roldiers hehave them-
selves batter; {f there js less drunken-
ness and other vice: If the absences are
fewer and higher standard of eonduct
has been established, It ought not be
difficalt to prove the fact. Let the
records be sxamined. Let the testi-
mony of commanding officers mili-
tary Inspectors be taken and baais
comparison eastablished. Then It
should be easy to declde which system
had  better served the cause of tem-

r and discipline.

But there are so ‘many ex-cathedra

statements td the affect that the aboli-

2

pald to them. Let us remember that it
s not a question of light wine and
on the one hand, and total ab-

nence on the other. It is a ques-
t of nothing at the post and strong
drluhnndhnaomuhln:::b-
that so

i

RURAL CUSTOMS IN MEXICO.

Modern Mexico.

In the tower of the haciends cbapel, or
if there is no chapel, then from an arch
over the maln entrancge to the owners
house, hangs & bell that has been blessed
In times of war it was used to cail in
the fleld hands when danger threatened.
At the first note they dropped plow and
sickle. running toward the great house,
The women and children were gathered in
the patio. The sendr armed the men with
rifles, from ibe storeroom. Then frgm
behind the portholes of the heavy stona
walls, from the corner turrels and from
the protected roof, the haclenda was able
to offer stout resistance against wander-
ing maruuders, or bands of soldlery in
search of supplies. But, now that peacs
has come to Mexico, the bell Is rung oniy
when rain or hail threatens in harvest
time. Since it i blessed Itz volce & &
charm against the elements.

- - -

When the day's work ks done and the
list red faded from the mountains, the
flek! bands gather in the open before ths
quarters to sing the evening song of
praise. A deep bass begins the song:

“Dios te salve Marin.™

A shrill childish trable joing in:

“Dios te salve Marfa.™

Then sweeping up from the farther end

of the ling comes the chorus:
“Dios te u.l;: Maria
Ldenn eres gracia

The volces are truly Indlan. and carry in
pitch from a shriek to a roar. When the
whole ¥ne foins in, each yeiling at the top
of his volce:

“*Bendits tu eres

Entre todas las mujerss!™
One might Imagine he heard the war song
of the jegions of old Tlaxcallan as they
sallled out againat the royal city by the
Inkes. But it Is only the “Ave Marin"
sung to the gentle mother.

- - -

Bolated pulque gatherdrs and careteros,
Rs they pass the line, ralse their hats in
respect. It is a sacred service, and closes
with a short prayer by the “captain’ of
the singers,
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