ON FIRE
GONDITIONS HERE

National Board of Underwrit-
ers Finds Portland Is
Poorly Protected. .

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT

The findings of the committee of 30 of
the National Board of Fire Underwriters,
which investigated local civic conditions
lust Fall, gre embodied in the form of &
comprebensive repori recelved recently
by the Chamber of C ve. The Na-
tional Board of Fire Underwriters s coo-
poscd of 130 of the leading fire Insurance
companics dolng buasiness in the United
Sintes, and, as sed forth in the organisa-
tion papers its purpose is to influence fm-
mroved and safe methods of building con-
siruction, encourage the adoption of fire
protective measores and secure efficlent
srganisation and equijpment of fire de-
partments, with adegiate and improved
water systems. The board claims to have
mo conirpl over rates of Insurance, or
commissions of agents.

Report on Portland.

Its conclusions are simost invariably
regarded as finpal In the matter of fixing
insurance rates. and for that reason pos-
seme pecullar local interesi. The report
nn Peortland was complied mainly from
duta collected during September and Octo-
brr of last year, by an engineering party
composed of R C. Clark, engineer in
charge of party and structural work; R
C. Martin, engineer in charge of fire de-
partment work; A, H. S8mith, engineer In
charge of hydraulic work., and assistants.
After giving detalled reports concerning
the different mstitutions whose opera-
tony have & tendency to affect |nsuranoce
rates in any away, the report concludes
with a geperal summary, from which the
tullowing significant extracts are taken:

Only T per cent of the strects in the
congested waloe district are less than
W feet wide: othern #0 to 80 feet In width,
Pavements generally Ialr except streets
paved with plank or wood block, which
are bad

Annun] losses by fire generally kigh,
ANC mometimes exosssive.

Fire-Figinting Pacilities.

The water works, with the exception
of those in relatively unimportant oot-
iying sections, owned and operated by the
municipality. Management fairly oM.
clent. Supply mostly by gravity from
druinage area 30 miles east of the oity;
oapucily of conduit about equal 1o pres-
eat ion. Pumping sation s
malntaiped five miles sbove the city to
mp .um: from Willa: te River: two

ma to the city. "This station can
furnish supply In case of interrupiiop of
fow (o gravity condull, or supplement
this flow if Jess than consumption de-
mands. Distribution In six services: The
- more Important parts of the city. includ-
ing practically all of the mercantile and
manufecturing eections. supplied wholly
by gravity: some of the remldence sections
by direct pumplng with and without
rgualizing tanks. Distributing reserveirs
in and near the city hold about three
duys supply. Consumption excessive, in-|
dlcating large waste. Pressures vary con-
siderably, but are generally high enough
for good fire prolection; svernge in con-
gested values dlwiricr 4 pounde IHstribu-
tion system has fair provision of large
maln arieries, but s characterized by a
meneral deficlency of secoridary feeders
for wupport of gridirons composed mostly
of six-inch snd emaller mikinse. Gate
valves far oo widely spaced. Hydrants
oo fer apart, except in the congested
valuoe district; all poorly maintained.
Hydrants of later instaliation of feirly
satisfactory type: older ones somewhat
lesp sutisfactory.

Fire Companies Undermanned.

On a foll-paild basis the Fire Depart-
ment s under satisfactory supervision.
Most companies undermanned. Engines
insnficient in number; most are in poor
vondition. Ladder service fuir: fireboat
gool; other equipment below proper
standard. Discipline sand methode only
falr. Service as a whole, Inadeguate,

The fOre-alarm system is pronounced of
unsultable automatic type in iwo sec-
tions. one insecurely housed. Many boxes
of undesirable typo, most with keys Jde-
tached: Rey signs wanting. No red lights.
Distribution In central district, feir to
rood: elsewhere poor. Maintenance. Tair
‘o poor. System as a whole, insufficlent)y
extensive and ouly moderate)y rellable.

Tlelative to Fire Departmen: auxiligries
the report states that part of the fre
marshai’'s dutles are well performed. Co-
operation of Folice and Water Depart-
ments good: of public service corpora-
Tions, slight; of Btreet Department. lack-
Ing. Telephone service satistactory, Lo-
cal slarm systems, volunteer hose and
indder companies. though somewhat in-
eficeent. and private fire spparatus all
ngd 10 the general protection of the city.
Ouluug aid glight and not promptly svail
alle.

Symmary—Water supply from reliahle
sources, but distinct danger of fatiure lo-
cally through imperfections of gistribu-
tion, symiem. Fire Department weak on
the whole. PFire alarm  system inade-
QuRte.

structural Conditions and Hazards.

Laws for building department compre.
hensive but defective: no area Tlimits
provided. protection required for vertical
and horizontal openings inadequale, and
excepuive helghts permitted in bulldings
of ordinary oconstruction,
poor; bullding 4 tment 1 qQ 10
control conditions. Formor lawa !Imited
and of Httle valoe.

Explosives and inflammables—Respons! -
bility of enforcement not properly con-
centraled. Lawe indsfinite and not com-

g A
probable.

e ———
PLEASANT. VALLEY GROWS

Land Is Belug Cleared and New-
comers Golng There for Homes.

Pleagant Valley & well pamed Leav-
ing the station on the electric railway
st Eycamore and following the winding
road one mile south, which crosses pev-
eral well-built bridges, the valley is
reached. While the wallay was settled
more than 40 vears ago and = & plo-
aeer district, for the past two years
it har made p forward movement. W,
H. Snashall, manster of the Grange, Pat-
rour of Husbandry, =says thal many
RtW people are coming in, Recently a
190-acre tract, partly under eultiva-
Uion, waa divided up into ten-aore
tracts, all of which ham been sold to
men who will them: This week
Mr. Haller sold his 4)-more farm, with
some improvements, for $4500, which is
$100 an acre, u remarkable price. when
it s consldered that part of the land
only i§ under cultivation. Clearing of
and is golug forward in this valiey.
Stumps of glant trees, ten feet in
diametsr at the roots are being re-
moved with gilant poawder, muscle and
brain. 10 make way for farme.

A more beautiful section than Pleas-
ant Valley, which is partly is Clsck-

amas County and partly in Multnopash
County, cangot be found in Oregon.
The soll & of the most prolifc charsc-
ter. It grows the finest fruits. It pro-
duces an early crop, owing to the lay
of the wvalley, It produces potatoes in
the Spring much ecarller than other
sections because of the warmth that
conoentrates between the hills with
which it Is surrounded, A farmer Jast
your planted one scre in early rowse,
and recelved 32 a sack because he was
able to get on the market first with
his arop. He cleared nearly $200 from
that mingle acre. This Spring he will
have two acres, and expects te 40 as
well

The wvalley will soon be connected
with the putside world with the rural
telephones. It was in Pleasant Valley
that the agitation for an independent

| to the

telophone ‘system in that section was
wiarted, and the agitation has ex-
tended to Damascus, four miles to the
southwest W. J. Jenne, who is working
for-this independent telephone line in
that neighborhood, sald resterday thet
the farmers were taking hold with en-
thusinsm. Mr. Jenne reports that the
farmers generally want an independent
teiephone line, and they have been mo-
tificd that connection with the Pacific
Btates lines will be made on comple-
tio: of the farmers’ independent line.

WRITES TO HIS MOTHER

George N. Wolfe Says Charges In |
Manila Paper Are Untrue.

Mra. M F. Woife, of 3354 Chapman
streel, the mother of George N, Wolfe,
who was reported by the Manlla Times
of January 4 a5 haviug abandoned his
post as director of prisons on account
of some official scandal, bas letters
from her son going to show that the
publication of the srticie in the Manila
papar weas lnspired by an ex-coavict
whe must have been actuated by mo-
tives of revenge, according to Intima-
tions contained in the dorrespondence.

One letter written Japuary 2. tae
registration marks of which bear the
date of January 2, the day before the
appearance of the story In the Manils
paper, says: 1 am taking the trams-
port Logan, for Japan for a much-
needéd rest of 25 dayn’ Junuary 4.
he wrote that while in guatantine on
the vesse! an evening paper printed the
statement that he was about to "skip
out,” or st least would never come
back. "My friends wired me about 0"

| the Oty of Pdrtiand

sald he, “and 1 took a launch and went
ashore, taking them by Surprise as
they thought 1 was on the ocenn, They
apologized and promised to discharge
the author of the articie. who was for-
merly a convict. Evervbody war indig-
nant at the baseness of the attsnch”™

CLAYWORKERS TOORGANIZE

Association Wil Be Formed by Men
From the Northwest.

At ¥ o'clock this moruing the Clay- |
workers of the Northwes1 will meet in the |
roms of the Portland Chamber of Com-
menrce for the purpose of organising an |
association. It is expecied that delegates
from all the imporiant citlea and towns

throughout the Northwest will be present. |

A FRANGHISE

Council Committee Consider-
ing the Application of
Thomas Hecus_ker.

MAXIMUM RATE 65 CENTS

Fromoter Distinctly Agrees to This
Clause—Men Behind Him Mean
Business and Will Give
£30,000 Bond.

Gas st 65 cents a thousand feer I8
promized to Portiand consumers by
Eastern capitallsts, who have applied
Council, through Thomas Mec-
Cusker. for a 2i-year francalse, agree-
Ing to put up $36,03) bonds for faithiul
performance of theirccontract with the
city and to spend not less than 31,540, -
030. The rate for gas Is now $1.10, or 77
per cent higher than the price prom-
ised under the new franchise,

The men behind the new venture,
Mr. MeCusker says he will not reveal,
beécause should their identity become
knowm 1o the powers behind the pres-
ent gas company, the sirength of the
Portland monopoly in tae East would
be exerted to shut out the €5.cent pro-
Jeot from Its Anancial support,

“Our prople mean business.” sald Mr.
McCusker yesterday, and when they
say they will sell $i-cent gas they
menn It. They would agree to charge
§¢ cente If It were not for the charge

| which the city will levy on gross earn-

ings. Buch a wll, of course, be
pald for by consumers ™

The appiication for the franchise Is
now in LtE® street committee of the
Coumeil. As asked for the f(ranchise

reuds ax follows
Text of the Franchise.

The City of Portiand does ardain & Tollows

Boctton 1. That thers b and beredy s
granted i Thosmas MoCusker, of Portisnd Or.
and his o and rs the frameh
right and privileg® 10 constrast. acqguire. own
maintain, conduct and operate plants and
works for the manufastore of gas for Somestic
porptess withiz the limits of the (hy of
Portiand and to furnish provide and sel!
sk quaADtities of gus as may be reguired In
for lighiing wresia
flores. poblic and privats bolldings and pdacts
of any asd all descriptions, or pther purposes,
and (o oomstruct, eperate &nd  maistaln B
sas-pipe lHoe spetem. with all necessary feed-
ers and service piper in commection therewith
in, almy, cpon and undsr all stresta, avenoes
lares, alley® squares sod pubilc pisces o
such city

Section 2. That the work of comatrweting
erecting aud nmalllng eald piant and works
and the mying of said gpespipe wmem and
maine for the conduct and distribotion of said
#%s In sad through eald, chty, shall begin
within siz mesths from the date of the as
cepltancs of this franchise by maid Thomas
MoCusicer, hie sucoessore or Asrigns, ihe same
when wholly finlahed apd compisted. to oWl
not Jeer than one million fve bundred thow-
sand dollare (F1 SO0 00

And be 5t further provided, that the sald
Thomas McCunker. his succrssam  and &
sigus. shall expend Dot jeam than §—— por

must

Year lm carrving oo uted advancing sald com- |

strostion work (0 cosnnletion
Maximum Charge 63 Cents.

Section £ That Thomas MoCughker, his suc
Coamors o saslgne, stall not, Suring the life
of this frenchise, charge or demasnd from
the ronsumers of gas bereunder. more than
sixiy-five cests (65c) per thousand culse feet

Boction 4. All righta, privileges and fran
vhisen granted 1o or ocomferrsd upon mid
Thoemas MoCosker, his spcccsmors and assigns,
by this ordinance shall comtimoe, exist and
remain in foll force Tor the perind of twenty
five (25 years from the date of Roa! ap-
proval of smme,

Fection & Sald Thomas MeCusher, h's puc-
resants: and seigne o consideration of the
franchisss. righta szd privileges granied by
this ordihance, aid &F compensation 1herelor
shall pay to the City of Portland — per cent
of his growe ramings bereunder, for the sald
tern of twenty-five (I5) yearm sald perventage
Lo Be recioned. selimated and pald amrnually
o the Tty of Portland, Each of the sanual
payments of moaey required by this section
shall be made By the mid Thomas MeCusker,
his successors and sarigns. o
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RESENT CHARGES MADE BY DR.
M'CORMACK, OF KENTUCKY.

His Criticlsms 6f Profession in Ore-
gon Declared Unjust by Portland
Society —Answer Prepared.

fcal fraternity of this state by a letier
| ¥ritten by Dr. J. N. McCormack, of

Jourmal of the American Medical Associa-
ton of Chicage. In the lotter Dr. Mo

County Medical Society. mccusing It of
lowing a loose aystem and not being up

the stale board Is too easy on students
Applying for Meenses and that there is
a greal deal of professional jealousy
among members of the association.

the society to draw up a letter in reply.
This was sent to the Journal several days
450. The letter comiained a general de-

challenges bim to produce prool. The

comuftte wis composed of Dre. Josepht.

Wison, McKenzle, Coe, Carll and Glesy.
[ —

Entries on Cold Spring Tract Can-
celed—Settlers Compensated.

ORBGONIAN NEWS BUREAL, Wash
Fed. 5. —The Becretary of the Interior
has fAnaily withdrawn the following de
scribed lands in the state of Oregon, for
ume i connection with the Cold Springs
reservolr, Umatilla irrigation- project

Wilhmette meridian—T. 5 N. R S5 E,
section M SE. Y NE 4 SBE 4 8W.

PNLR D E, sction M, 88 \{, NE. \;

N.R DE. section % NE | S8
R D E, section 1, B Y4y NW, &,
T ANL.R D E, pection

aE
These lands were temporarily with-
drawn on August 18 1ME for examination
| and survey, and their use has been found
necessary for reservolr purposes
secretary has directed the Conunissioner
of the Geners! Land Office to notify all
persons who have made entry of such
jands prior to the preliminary withdrawas!
! and who have not acguired a vested right
1 thereto, that sajd Jands have been appro-
| priated for Irrigation purposes, and that
| their entries will be canceled and thelr
| Improvements pald for by the Govern-
ment, unless sufficlent cause s shown
‘ within @ days from date of such notice

|
|
!

| Ol Calmed Lthe Sea.

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. £ —The Ameri.
can Line steamshlp Noordlland wrrived
| here today from Liverpool and Queens-
town, four days jate. The steamer en-
countered A succession of héavy gales,
and severa! times during the voyage had
|to jay to for hours. Ol was fregquently
| used with good effect to calm the sea.

Quite & stir has been caused in the med- |
Bowling Green, Ky., and published in the |

Cormack attacks the Portiand ity and |
lacking harmony among Its members, fol- |

to modern standards; also charging that |

A commitiee was at ance appointed by |

nixl of Dr. McCormack’s statements and |

RESERVED FOR RESERVOIR |

The |

Any $18 or $20 Suit
Sale Price

-

R. M. GRAY
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Gray’s Special Sale

All Chesterfield Suits of f

Walking Frock Suits.

S ights suitable for w
.BLAEK_SmdBLUE

odd sizes

season.
ER

S

At the F ollowigf(}:@at _rRedtggions

GES, also,

—
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Many
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any ﬂ:.dy-fu_—m clothes made.
Suit breaks or loses i year's wear,
NEW SUIT FREE. Take

91250
$16.50
$23.50

per

Remember the Place

cent.

269-271 Morrison St.
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WY GET KILBURN

' Steamer May Be Placed on
Run to Alaska.

IS AS FAST AS ROANOKE

Committee Which Is Endeavoring 1o
Establish Line From Portland to
the North Expects
Hear Today:

o

Nothing will be done by the committise
representing the four commercial organi-
zatjons of Portland which has under con-
mideration the estadlishment of a e of
steamahips to Alaska unt!l the owners of
the steames Kilburn are heard from. It
in edpected that by today the committee
will have received the terms by which the
Kilburn can be engaged. A meeting will
be called if the expected communiecation
is received and deflnite action will be
taken on the proposition submitied by the
owners of the steamships Roanokes and
Klilburn. Then if It s decided to contract
lor one of the two veasels a mass meeting
of the business men will be called,

It = thought that uniess [mmediate
action ix taken that the steamahip Roan-

oke will be lost to Portland as both Seat-
tle and S8aa Francisco are negotiating for
the steamahip. It is not probable, how-
ever. thut the Roanoke will be contracted
for by the merchants of Portland as some
of the members of the committes belleve
the terms submitted by Charles P. Doe,
manager of the North Pacific Steamship
Company, are too high. Much hope is
pisced upon the proposition to be sub-
mitted by the Kilburn

While the Kilburn s as fast a vessel
as the Roanoke It has a tonnage of only
W0 tons while the latter steamship cun
load about 2000 tons of freight. The Kil-
burn carries about 73 passengers. and the
Roanoks aboutr 30 passengers. [t ia be-
lieved that if the Steamer Kilburn is put
an the lne that the returns will be =0
big that the merchants of Portland will
not hesitate to charter more vessels

A significant fact in coanectlon with
the esmablishment of a line of steamers
to ply between Portland and Alsska
points is that 11 men have appiléd at the
office ¢f the Northerm Pacific Bteamship
Company in Portiand for passage on the
Roanoks within the last Alve days. Thrse
men belleved that the Roanoke had been
chartered by the merchants of thia city
This has done much to encourage the
commities which has the matier in hand.

Seattle has about ™ ships which run
between Nome and that port and the
business has grown (o such vast propor-
tiona that it fs clamoring for more ahips,

If the committes of the four commer-
clal organizations doea not do anything
the Board of Trade will continue the agi-
tation. It will next try to Induce the
merchants to charter outright or buy
some of the avallable vessels instead of
making a contract for them, in case the
committes cannot see it way clesar w
accept
ahip owners

Eastern Men Are Sane,

INDEPENDENCE. Or., Frb. 23, —iTo
Editer.)—1 am only two weeks from

the

1§

CHARTERED FOR THE ALASEA
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nols, seelting a home
cannol restraim from
Representatives why they should pledge
themseivas under any clreumstances to vote
for a Democrat for United States Senator.
Have you in your party none who sre oot
big enough, bLroad enough and possessed of
statesmanship onough to represent you
#tate? Ir not, then dishand, reorganize and
start anew

If this b good party policy, why not ex-
tend It and ask your clectors to casy thei
vole for a Democratic President If 1t ghouid
w0 happen he should have the popular votle
The solld vote of the South for yemrs show
the wisdom of our present way Ne less
aur present way of electing Tsnators. Thel
term of office Being for six years. making
them lessa responsive to public clamor. thes
respond mare slowly to changes in popuis
sontiment and much ta the advantags of
the people, ans the past has showsn In so
many instances Until somas better way is
found, why not follow the old landmarks”
True, we 4o not wan: to stop the wheels of
progrems, hai nelither do we want (o bagome
A party of fadse Pardom my presumption
But I csn bDut hawve the good of party aand
eountry in view. J. W. THORNTON

' CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.

The Kind You Have Always Bought

Bears the
Signature of

in the Northwest I
asking our would-he

the terms offered by the various |

The only remedy thal stops toothache
natg

Theoaiy toothache guim thet cieass
the cavity std preventa decay.
Tmritaticns 40 nat do the work, that

[0 Bemtt Lamthecke G, Vaiiee
Deat’s Corn Gam iyt

C. §. DENT & CO., Detreil, Mich.

Dr. W. Norton [;avls

IN A WEEK

| Wa treat scccesafully all private nerv-
' ous and chromic diseases of men, also
blood, stomach, heart, liver, kidney and
throat trouble. We cure SYPHILIS (with-
out mercury) to stay cured forever. We
remove STRICTURE, without operation
| or pain, in 15 days
. We stop drains, spermatorrhoea -h.:‘
! & Dew in & rt
! &!.“ 133:':.:’:-‘"‘ mul vigor of
any man 50, by means of local trest-
| ment pecullar to curselves

WE CURE GONORRHOEA IN A WEEK
The doctors of this institule srs all reg-
uiar graduates, have had over 30 years'
experience, have been kpown in Portiand
for mapy years, have a reputation ta
.| maintain, and will undertake 00 case un-
| lasy certaln cure ean be effectad
| W & cure la @ case ws
| o s 5o 198, Aiteion
free. Letters confidential thve
BOOK FOR MEN malled free in plala
wrapper.

eannot call at offica, write for

$ to § and Sundass
Offics BoolZe

Tt &
bolidays. 10 to 12

|
'Dr. W. Norton Davis & Co.
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