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BATTLING RAILROAD GIANTS.

The raliroad plot thickens In the Pa-
sific Northwest, and occasional peeps
hrough the vell of mystery which hiies
he mighty forces behind the scenes
wnly serve to sirengthen the belief that
Oregon, Washington and Idnho are
whout to witness the greatest struggle
that ever engaged the attention of rail-
wad-buliders in the West. The report
from Chicago that the Harrimap Inter-
pstn were behind the North Coast road,
now seeking entrance into Seattle, has
romme of the earmarks of authenticity,
The Harriman-Hill fight s on in dead
smrnest, and a1 o number of points in
‘he Pacific Northwest the dummies
who have been pul forward have been
#t timeg shunied into the background
ong enough for the publlc (o ge! a
view of the real power behind the
hrone.

Mr. Harriman regarde the buliding of
the North-Bank Railroad by the North-
wn Pacific as a direct invasion of terri-
ary in which he had reigned supreme
for sp long that he thought he owned
t. It is thus perfectly natural that he
should vesent Invasion of his terri-
tory by an lmmedBle move on the ter-
“ftory of the enemy He s fighting
svery inch of the advance of the Hill
road to Portiand by the most strenuous
methods known to the sclence of rall-
roading. And yer It Is euslly apparent
that all of the craft and cunning of his
own, as well as that of his clever em-
ployes, will no! keep the Hill road out
of Portiand and Portiand territory.
With the advem® of the Northern Pa-
cific there will naturally be a division
of the traffic which has heretofore puld
tribute to the Harriman lines, And it
s highly probable thal Mr. Harriman
has serlous  intentlons of replacing
some of the traffic which he will lose in
the division of territory with some that
he will draw from the exclusively Hil
territory on Puget Sound.

Portland ean no more expect Mr. Har-
riman Lo everlook the Pugel Sound field
than Seattie and Tacomu could expect
to kesp Mr. HiN out of Portiand terri-
tory. U'nder the new reglme both Port-
land and the Puget Sound ports will
have the advantuge of competition.
and the Increasing development of the
iributary country wiil give not only the
Hill and the Harriman systems plenty
af business, but will also supply an
overfirw sufficient 1o sarn dividends for

several ‘other roads than are now head- |

Ing in this direction. Mr. Hartiman
may sirengihen his position by a line to
Puget Sound, but the stronges! anchor
which he Is putting.out to windward is
the bullding of the numerous long-over-
due branch lines in the territory trib-
utary to his main lnes, and 10 Port-
land.

The coming of more transcontinentai
lipes to Portland i® & matter of tremen-
dous importance to this city and the
entire Columbla Rasin. Of even greater
importance is the development of the
long-neglected reglons of richness now
in readiness 1o pay tribute to this ity
RE m00n as iransportation facilities are
provided. Mr. Harriman is now devol-
Ing himself to the branch-line needs
with great diligence, and so iomg as
Portland's requirements In this line of
construction are met we can view with
equanimity his construction of a fine
to Beattle.

—_—

ONE PHASE OF IT.

No man thould be prudent, Industri-
ous, economienl and self-denying,
throughout the course of his life. For,
#hould soch be his Hfe mnd character,
the law would pennlize his efforts, in-
si=l on taking away from his estate the
best purt of what he had acquired, and
bestowing it on “soclety,” for support
of those who are too lazy to work snd

T Wear |

purcels of jand rise, through

of the community, to which these dead-
head owners contribute nothing, thelr
greed Increases and grows., They build
nothing, but wait for the spirit and ac-
tivity of others to make them rich. The
like gresdy sloth or slothful greed is
withessed In other young and growing
cities,

Here the Kansas City Times aay= a
good thing, worth repetition. A partial
remedy, it says, might be obtained by
& changes In the method of raising
taxps. Were the vajluations placed
more on the ground and jess on the Im-
provements, part of the burden ns-
sumed by the progressive cltizen who
mitkes his Jand useful and enriches the
sluggards round about bim would be
removed.

Hence the Kanzas Clty paper jusily
!ug-m: “The enterprising man who In
ready to develop his property by the
ereciion of dwellings or stores or office
bulldings or factories is not so common
that communities can afford to penal-
ize his efforts by any burden [n addi-
|1i¢m to that Imposed by monopolstic
| combinations.”

THE OREGONIAN'S GUESTS,

| The Oregonian bhas undertaken to
give twenty-three young women a fif-
teen days’ outing in Yellowstone Park
during the coming Sammer. The paper
will pay all expennes, and It will other-
wise provide every facility and ‘conven-
tence for a comfortable and enjoyuble
journey, Belection of The Or!coi'lhn'o
guests will be made by readers of this
paper in Oregon, Washington and
Idabo. It wil be a popular voting con-
test on conditions that will be named
hereafter. The contest begins January
15, 196, and ends May 15, 1%06—abun-
dant time to demonsirate absolutely
who are the twenty-three young ladies
that stand highest in popular regard
and favor in the various communities
of the Northwest.

The Oregonlan will say no more about
this undertaking st thie time, bevond
Eiving its pledge that the voling contest
end iis results will be & project carried
out with entire impartiality between all
the contestants, and that K & o all
respects, the most important and at-
tractive contest ever updertaken by a
ewepaper in the Nortbwest, The Ore-
gonlan Is quite sure that sufficient pub-
lie interest will be aroused o jostify all
the trouble and expense it has assumed
o make the project A complete success,

s THE COLLEGE WIDOW,

Consider the moral sitoation of »
young man on his way to enter Bing-
ham College who ylelds to the ailare-
ments of 4 woman and enters Atwater
Caolleges instend. Nothing very bad
about that, Surely a man may choose
his own college freely. Yes but this
young man was golng to Bingham to
May as an expert on the footbhall tewm,
not to study. He had given his promise
and the team was depending on him.
His situation was much the same as
that of a lawser who has received a
retainer or a saldler who has enlisted.
For e€lther the lawyer or msoldier to
change aldes would be accounted black
dishonor which the youth and beauty of
the seductive Delila whose wiles pre-
viiled over his Adelity would scarcely
mitigate. May a football hero break
his plighted faith which a woldier, a
Inwyer or 4 merchant is Dound to hold
sacred®

The traditions of the drama permit
the baseborn peasant to bhe a Mar or
even & thief. The comic characters
may cheat, they may be plckpockets;
but the hero must be a man of honor.
He may be as stupld as Mr, Ade's Bllly
Balton: be may be, like thet doughty
ha!fback, a mere unintelligent, though
doclle. animal, but he must not break
his word. He muost prefer honor befors
life and before Jove, Many traditions
Mr. Ade has disregarded. 10 the charm
of his play: but in defying this one and-
rreating a hero who breaks his word for
love without remorse or even apparent
eense of having vielated the high code
of gentlemen's ethics, the pluaywright
bas planted a canker in the heart of his
rose,
The source of the extraordinary
churm of “The College Widow™ must
not be sought in the character of the
hero. . Big as he s and stupidly good-
natured. one feele quite certain that In
the rallromd business he will exercise
the swne bratal contempt for faith and
honor as he doss in football—nol so

. only shows what a very good
play “The College Widow"” must

tares.

All the characters are commonplace.
Not poe of them gives the leas: sign of
wit or of any humor except what
animal spirits. The plot of the
trivial, too utterly bsld to account
its charm. Jahe entices
his word with Bingham
Atwater team.

in the literary style, Mr. Ade
nothing of style and despises wha
knows. His books are ons enormous
sojecism. The language of his play is
slangy, thin and poor.

The charm of the play, which s un-

anything they do, but In the way they
do it. Most that they do i» foolksh or
wrong, and most of what they say is
silly, but the freshnese of youth covers
and beautifies it all

well maintained and that of the foot-
ball game i» aimost perfect. The boys
and girls ave real; the talk Is clean,
Nvely and amusing: the action is swift;
the gexes are hrought into pleasant and
healthy intimacy: the situations are
natural, and. above all, the excitement
of the football game I nursed to A
skillful elimax. The memory of college |
days is.agreeably awakened; the senti-
menls are mildly stirred: the moral
rense is shocked just enough, perhaps,
to be interesting. If thi= does not ac-
count for the charm of Mr, Ade's de-
lightful play, what does or can?

+ PROGRESE IN PANAMA,

The Presideat In his hopeful message
wisely urges Congress not to reduce the
salaries of the Isthmian Canal Commis-
sioners or their subordinates, Thelr
employment upon the Isthmus, as he
nays, = temporary. While engaged.)
there they must drop out of the current
of professional 1life at home. Their
places will be flled, their merite for-
golten, and when they return It will be
almosxt as strangers 1o bulld up thelr
reputations and business relations Hke
mere beginners. This is a substantial
sacrifice made by these men for the
good of their country, and it merits
compensation.

Besides thelr financial sacrifice, the
officers of the commission are obliged
to live under conditions more or less
dangerous to health, The comforts of
civilization can be wut best only par-
tially established in such a place as
Panama, where the climate, the work
to be done and the habits of the people
all vend to make misery perennial and
health and happiness difficuit. It can
hardly the belleved that the whh of
such men as Mr. Gorman to reduce sal-
aries comes from any good will 1o the
canal or any real thought of economy.
Obstructlonists always to this great
Natlonal enterprise, s «00on ay one x-
v falls they search for another and
care little about reason or justlcs, so
long as they can find fault

With his message 1o Congress upon
Isthmian affairs, President Roosevelt
transmils a leiter from Secretary Taft
which explains two transactions that
have been criticieed a good desi, and
not entirely without cause, The first is
the sale in December by the directors
of the Isthmdan Railroad of $828000
worth of bonds to pay debts of the road.
Remembering that the Canal Commle-
slon owed the rallroad at that time
more than enough to pay all lts dedts,
she transaction look= startlingly ke a
plece of frenzled finance. Mr. Taft
rather smooths the matter over. but he
made the directors buy back their
bonds and has warned them not to iry
It agaln.

His other explanation réfers to the |

natarious Marke! supply contract. and
is as satisfactory as the case sdmits.
What one really hopes for is 1o see
fewer occasions for explanation coming
to light in Isthmian affulrs, and a gen-
ernl settling down 1o steady, hard, hon-
est work. When tha! happens, nobody
will object to generous sularles for the
workers, and, with Roosevelt and Taft
both pushing. It is bound to happen

BOOM.
R —

FROVIING FOR EX-PRESIDEN TS,

The man who conceives it to be his
duty to place ex-Presidents of the
United SBiates In sultable positions is
never out of print for long at a time
It is true that our list of ex-Presidents
is small, comprising at present a single
individual, who seems to be perfectiy
able to fix his own status, fnanclaliy
and otherwiee. It jx also true that the
list nmever has been a Jormidable one,
and that In the very nature of things
it s nol likely to become mo, Hence
the offort in thiz direction would seem
io be overstrained and the columns that
are from year to year written about
placing ex-Presidents to be burdened
with mucl’ ado about nothing.

As Iindubitable evidence that our one
ex-Presideint Is amply abie to take care
of Mmeelf without outside suggestion
or Interference, we find Grover Cleve-
land . occupying a position that carries

tled to admission to this country.

general bellef is that increased Iatitude
In the treatment of students was de-
sired in order to facilitate the admission
of a horde who were not students. 1t is
now quite clear that the existing exciu-
sion act will keep out the undesirabie
coolle class. and so jong as It does the
Chinese will continue the boycott.

—_—

An Astoria dispatch stites that, ow-
ing to the rough weather at the mouth
of the Nehalem River, the merchants
doing business in that l=olated region
have not yet recelved the goods ordered
by them for the Christmas trade. This
“Nehalem country™ i= one of the rich-
st spote in Oregon. It has vast tracts
of the finest timber on earth. The soll
is of marveious richness, and agricul-
tural and dairy interests in the limited
degree possible hy such wretiched trans-
portation facliities bave shown great
results. Al of this Iatent wealth lles
dormant within less than 100 miles of
Portiand, and perhaps the highest trib-
ute to its worth Is In the fact that
there are men who will devote money
and time in endeavoring to do business
in & reglon so hampered for transpor-
tation facilities that goods ordered for
Christmas have not been received by
Januury 10, When the bullding of &
raliroad to Tillamook and Nehalem af-
fosde that country an opportunity to do
business, the trafie turned out will be a
source of wonder to the rallroads which
neglected it for so long,

» In big capital Ietters the Astorian de-
clares: “There is no city on the conti-
nent with her naturel advantages that
is na desperately lnert as Astoria.” *It
Is time™ adds the Astorian, “that some-
thing wae dolng, and this paper ts golng
to put up a fight for it." What Astoria
I= going 10 have, we are told, are thess
things, to wit: “A rallroad to the Tilla-
mook country via the Nehalem and the
consti, A sea-wall from Tongue fo
SEmith’s points; 3 modern and -mode!
hotel; a splendid park or system of
parks; a trolley line to the coast re-
worts; and minor things that will come
of themselves If these potent and Im-
poriant others are supplied.” Certain-
ly, brethren, Piteh in, and we shall
rejoles with you.

Now thai Baron Komura has declined
to commit hari-kari and the Japanese
have ceased thelr disgraceful murmur-
ings for blocod money, the Japanese
government is making preparations to
distribute $75,000,000 among the soldiers
who fought In the late war, The Mi-
kado is aleo passing around a number
of promotions for the falthful of his
cabinet, and by the time the little
brown meén get ready 1o go over and
take the Phillpplues as a “dessert” for
the meal they have just made off Rus-
sia, loyalty will be fully restored.

et tuow- i

. An appropriate hint te commercial
badies of Portiand, when banquets and
annual mestings and New Year's pro-
Frammes are in the air: “Spokane citi-
zens have subscribed $460.000 to adver-
tise Spokane and Eastern Washington
in the East this coming Spring.” So
say thelr papers and applaud. Yet It
would seem that advertising of that
city and country had been thoroughiy
done, not once, but often, Hut they
keep nt it 1

The President’s refusal to allow Rep-
resentative Overstreel (o name |t
“Surveyor of the Port at Indlanapolls™
has badly discournged that gentieman
und he wants 1o do something about i1
He might begin by finding out what
are the duties of a Surveyor of the
Port In a gréat maritime center like
Indlanapolis

Talking abou! “mergere” we are toid
by an esteemed contemporary that a
merger of churches is one of the great
mergers wantéd. Yes. Indeed. What
is the difference between liberal Juda-
Ism and the Uberal Christlanity of
Unitarianism? Ask Dr. Wise and Dr.
Eljot.

By » vigorous course of diet S-Qen-
tary Taft has reduced his weight from
IM4% pounds to IM% pounds. Very

good. But it looks to us as if there was
yel something to be done.

Uniess this Hill-Harriman scrap ends
soon, Judge Frazer will detect little
difference between holding down the
woolsack and having a drand-new baby

the |

I was: glad when they sald unto me
let os go into the house of the Ladds.
- - L]
Blessed be evervone that feareth the

Ladd; that walketh in his ways

- - L
Peace be within thy walls, o Port-
land, and prosperity within thy pal-
Rees,

- - -
Chicanery cannot Rght
It hasa't the wind.
- -

Beoeld how good and how pleasant

11t is tor brethren to dwell together in

unity—H. Lane.
- -

-

It Is better to be abused and misun-
derstood doing right than to lose your
self respect doing wrong.

" - . -

One man In » hundred may be right
and the rest wrong, though #9 disagree
with him. -

- - -

“Md you make a good Impression™
“A sirong one. 1 should say: I
hugged her™ 4
- - -

Sitting in Wbis Fifth-avenue home,
afier pocketing 83 per centum interest
for the day on about $30,000.080, Rus-
sell Sage mused In smillng comfort.
while his wife played softly on the
melodion. “Every Littie Bit Helps™
. - -

The more snobbr the neighborhood
the less likelihood that the nelghbors
will eall. No trouble now in finding
such  a nelghboracod In  Portland
Which means that the place is getting
82 couniry-townish, more cosmopoll-

tan and more inhabltable,
- - -

Lawson showed us Rogers. Rogers is
now showing us Missourl, The sk to
make Rogers show wui Standard OU
secrels I8 @ more dificult one.

- - -

Wil the Belasco be a store, a lodg-

ing-house., or a ten-twent'-thirt"?
- - L

The roller skating rink ecrazse |s
agnin spreading over the land, to the
immense devastution of the theatrical
business. Scarcely & road company now
on tour is reported a5 making money in
the East, and the skating mania bhas
struck the Pacific Coast—Portland In-
cluded. mithough Portland is properly
a New England town in Its funda-
mental qualities of public tempera-
meni. Last year the vaudeville housen
checked tae flow of public amusement
mopey toward the first.clasg theaters,
and this season the roller skating pas-
sion looms up as andther pest in the
eyes of high-grade theater managers
all over the T'nited Stiates. Surely the
manager and the burglar lead precari-
cus lives However, what ls prettier
thas a girl on roller skates, gliding
along with her fellow, arm in arm,
band In hand skimming over
waxed boards® Nothing, except It
might be the same couple skating on

the lce!
- - -

Wanted: in large lots: Incorruptible
ministers of the gospel. statesmanlike
politicians; men who hate graft so
much that they will not take it them-
seives: high-minded lawyers; humane
and intelligent physiclans; modest act-
Ors: newspaper men who respeclt ev-
erybody’s rignts; honesy merchants; po-
lite salesmen and thelr female proto-
types: accommodating street-car con-
ductors; healthy pgirls who love the
open air: fellows with normal appe-
tites who enter Hfe's fray with ear-
nest good will; mothers who love their
homes: fathers who have ideals and
sick to them

How many
Portland?

1 forgot the muswer.

- - L 3

Do not be among those who think
resolutions are valueéléss because some
are broken

of these are therp In

L - .

Don't be 20 cautlous and so suspi-
cious that you miss the opportunities,
- - -

The truth is a mighty dangerous
thing to meddie with, and you'd better
not boiher about tlakering with it un-

less It Is wvery, very handy.
- - -

Avout Dalf the world have the rock-
ing-chair habit menially and physical-
I¥. That's why taree-quarters of the

Ipopultuon ate unsuccessful

- - -

The Hon Grover Cleveland continues
o answer the question. “What shall
we do with our ex-Presidents®™ with
complete success and apparent satis-
faction to himself and the public.

- - -

It s stated that commanders of Jin-
erd plying between German ports and
Buenoe Ayres are Implicated In the
white alave traffic and that hundrods
of German girles are annually =old to &
Buenos Ayrea firm, which pays fixed
commissions on all giris delivered into
their hands. The giris, who are all be-
tween (4 and 15 years old, are sold ot
auciiop at Buemos Ayres at prices
which run from 31083 1o §1200.

The price Is not large. 1 have a pock-
etbook with my name on It that cost
me F1300.

- - .

In Norway they have a new and fan-
tastie kind of drunk.

Nurwegian papers relate that those
whe have sunk lowest in Christiania
have now discovered how:to drink
with thelr nose.

The “Orebladet” describes how it is
dope. The drunksard fills the paim of
his hand with “aguevit™ (very strong
brandy made of corn) and sniffs It up
through the nose, This is repeated sev-
eral times, although once ia enough to
render a man Intoxicated. .

“Nose-drinking™ has become a real
vice with some Individuals. The effect
of It Is terrible, because the whole
nervous system Is paralyzed in a mo-
meni. and the drunkard remaing almost

i
iH

i
Bk

the.

appear and diseppear at will by increas-
ing or withdrawing the use of the salt.

Recent reports from the New York
Board of Health show that the mortality
from Kidaey disense Is greatly on the in-
cremde, hence [t behooves us as intelli-
gent  physiclane to  disseminate such
knowiedge as will be preventive or reme-
dial in Bright's disease or other diseases
af the kidneyx Refraining from a too
streguous life and the avoldance of ex-
cesses, particularly in  diet, aleobolic
drinks and common salt will do murch
toward the provention of Jdiseasex of the
kidney,

The reason why a person who has ne-
phritls should use but Hitle common salt
I= because the axcessive use of It produces
dropsy and retards the activity of the
vwenl glands by increasing the oemotic
pressure of the hlood.

Two grams (3 grains) of salt are a
great plenty for the average person. Milk
econtains from L2 to L7 grams per Hire
ilittle aver a quart); 10 grams of bread
hias an average of LI grams; 1™ grams of
beef has about L13 grams. Widal, who ix
A recognized Euwropean authority on this
subject. recommends the following daily
diet In kilney diseases: 0 grams (about
12 ounces) of meal: LOM grams (about
134 pounds) of potators; 100 grams (about
I ounces) of sugar: W grams (sbout 2 3.3
ounces) of butter (unsalted) and 2,500 cu-
;g-mmumrn fabout 22-1 quaris) of

Both Needed Trimming.

Tit Bt

An old lady of his flock once called upon
Dr. Gill with a grievance. The doctor's
neckbands were too long for her ldeas of
ministerfal humility, and, after a long
harangue on the sin of pride. she intimated
thagt ahe had brought a palr of scissors
with her, and would be pleased if her
dear pastor would permit her to cut them
down to her notlons of propriety,

The doctor not only listened patiently,
but handed over the offending white bands
1o be operated ppon. When she had cut
them to her satisfuction and returned the
bibe it was the doctor's turn.

“Now,” sald he. “you must do me a good
turn also.”

“Yes, that | will, doctor,
be ™

“Well, you have something about you
which is a deal too Jong, and which causes
me no end of trouble, and I should ltke to
ses It shorter,”

“Indeed, dear gir, 1 will not hesitate
What is t? Here are the scissors; use
them as you please.™

“Come, then.” sald the sturdy divine:
“good siater, put out your tongue."”

What can it

An Infant but Prosperons City.

The Bend Bulletin has a right to some
pride when it can state that, at the be-
ginning of the second year of the cor-
porate sxistence of Bend, the citizens can
show:

First—Maunicipal
swing.

Becond-—8treeta opened, sidewniks fnid.

Third—-A six-roomed schoolhouse.

Fourth—Eleven water hydrants bought
and installed

Fifth—Fire-house hullt, and fire protec-
tion organized and equipment costing
$13% provided.

Sixth—City ceametery of 4 acres, bought,
fenced, partly cleared and platted,

Seventh—A City Jail bullt and two po-
licemen employed and pakd And no debt
left

sovernment in full

Xo railroad communication within 16
miles. Most of this work dons on faith.

Inspection of Factories.

Who would believe that there wers 148
factories In Jackson, Coos, Josephine and
parts of Lane and Douglas counties, run-
ning machinery on a scale important
enough to call the attention of the State
Labor Commissioner? TYet that s Com-
missioner HofMs report. But, he says,
in most of them he found machiners
exbosed 80 an W endanger life and Hmb.
Owners have been notified to provide
safeguards. No doubt part of this reck-
lessness = due to the fact of so many
of these undertakings being young, and
hardly finished in final details,

Purify Drinking Water.

Portiand gets her drinking water
straight from the mountsins to the eity,
uncontaminated. Other citles in Western
Oregon have been nding purer water
than they have been getting. The East-
ern purchasers of the water works at
Eugene and Albany could not do anything
better to secure reasonable popularity
than to procwed at once to install modern
and effective fAltering plants for both
these citles on a large scale. They an-
nounce that contracts have already been
iet for the installadon at Eugene.

Apother East and West Link.
A new telephone line, connecting
Central Enastern Oregon with the Wil-

of the tmes. From

ville in a direct®line in the coming Spring
or early Summer. A forerunner, doubt-
les=, of the rallroad.

Journey of the Water Wagon.

Omaha Bee
The man who drove called “All abosrd!™—

are lrregular.
Jamalea from Colon by the shipload.
- L -

Along with an American merchant, Mr.
Robinson, who haa lved in Coloo since
157, 1| walked about the oity and found
that around the ecentrul market there
were pools of stagnant water. Every
whiff of alr blew poison into the public
murket. The meat on the butcher-stalls
hung unproiected against fles, dust and
the plentiful body of germs which were
breeding luxuriantly in the molst, hol
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“IMd Mr. Taft inspect the labor guars
tera™ | asked of Mr. Roblnson.

“No." answered my venerable friend,
“¥ priyed him to jet me show him the
renl state of things on the {sthmus, buy
he declined; he professed to know ull
about It from ‘efficial’ sources.”

“Mr. Taft speat five days down here.”
sudd an eminent enginecor to me “In
that time he attended three dances and
n succession of soeclal functions. But
he asd no thme to look Into the condi-
tion of the jaboring man™

other high oificials who had run down
at Government expenss, made them-
selves ridiculous In the eyes of the res-
dents by exhibiting a panlcky dread
of diseare In 4 place where thousands
uf thelr (fellowmen were exposing
themselves frealy.

Tihe natpral thought in the minds of
many was: “If this place is too rotisn
tor =uch as Mr. Tafl. why does not he
order It immediately  dralned and
cleaned? Ta pis lfe sa much more
precioua than ours that he s bhauled
ouL 10 xea every evenlng on board o
Governmeng transport while we who
have also come down here for the
United States Goverament are con-
demned (o sleep In a polsonous
swamp ™

- - -

Taroughout my pestiferous excursion
up and down this Althy city 1 could
find not a single man or woman who
hat not suffered or was not suffering
from fever of some kind: not a single
one who did not want to go home, hut
was prevented by the wunt of money.

At present theére is not & single drainage
cunal made at Colon—the very first nesd
jof a swampy community. . The dredge
which 1 saw stuck in the mud was also
turned the wrong way: but that Is a de-
tall save as Il Indicates the presence of
political or amateur enginecrs.

- - -

“Specialists” eame to the Isthmus with
Chalrman Shonts and did pretty much
what the Taft party repeated later.

They were met at the wharf by politicul
deputations and a special traln, with dle-
Infectants, strong drinks and mosquito
nets. Then they ran across the 5 miles
of rajlway and back.

Each of the short five days was occu-
plad by some short, easy rtallway excur-
sfon under the most elaburate precaations
lest an insect more or less should jeopor-
diwe Lhe success of thelr Inexpensive out-
Ing. October 5 the run was to the site
of the Bohlo dam, and such was the scare
in the party that only one man ventured
to the edge of the water. Next day an-
other rullway run was made tw the slie
of the proposed Gumbos dam—under sim-
llar precautions.

Each night they were all carefuliy
towed out to ssa beyond the range of
Colon #meils, alligators. mosquitos and
other savage beasts, and slept the slecp
of those who sleep while others scratch

Mr. Taft promised oficially thut by De-
cember 1 Colon wonld have & splendid
water supply! There Is today no water
supply fn Colon, Mr. Taft does injustice
0o his countrymen by treating fippantly
questions Involving human life by the
thousands. We are not all children or
fools. We do not need reports which read
like the circuilars of doubtful land com-
panies. *

- - -

We have but to apply business methods
to a business proposition, and then, and
nat til then, will the fiith fly, and also
the dirt at the bottom of the big ditch
But first of all we must make the politi-
clians fiy—the barnacles, the drones, the
men with weak chins and flabby lips. who
today are standing about the works of the
Isthmus and acting as a constant source
of discourngement to negroes who know
the difference between a real man and the
“ornery, mean white trash!™

The practical man realizes that the suc-
cess of the canal is bound up with the na-
ture of the powers which may be given
to the general commanding the labor
forces on the Iathmus,

This proposed chief s not far off—there
are plenty of them within call of the
White House telephone. West Point alone
could furmish a dozen of them tomor-
row, to say nothing of the Boston Instl-
tute of Technology.

Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Taft no doubr
mean well when they give us= the assur-
ance that pelitical jobbery Is foreign to
their natures. At the same time jobbery
flourishes under their noses and they ap-
ear 10 be incapable of stopping it. Tha
people at large need to appreciate this
fact and to der some ch in &
system which already gives ominous signa
of rotienness,

Nothing in a Name?

Olympia Olympian.

Raiher thah occupy a pulpit that was
not free in the fullest sense of the word.
Dr. Stephen 8. Wise, the brilllant mbbil
of Temple Beth Isruel. Portland, has de-
clined a call from Temple Emanu-El of
New York. The rabbl's name appears to
be no misnomer,

NEWSPAPER WAIFS.

Mr. Stoplate—That song always moves ma
Miss Tersinep—1If I'd known that, I'd have
sung It an Rhour ago—Cleveland Leader.

“What are your qualifications for an offlce
bay?™ “Well, sir, | can do anything from
filing h ds to tending dir ¢
meetings."—Life.
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Mr. Tuft, it seemn, and most of the-
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